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And  be  saiit  onto  tliem.  Go  ye  into  all  the  yrtrld,  anil  prea«!i  the  gospel  to  eveiy 
creature,  he  that  bzlieveth  ahI)  is  baptized,  bIiaII  be  »aved;  but 
he  that  believeib  not,  ahall  be  damned..... .1 Mark  xri.  15,  16.     . 

^nd  the  eutiueh  said.  See,  here  is  water,  irhat  doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized  ?....... 

If  thou  believest  with  all  thine  heart,  thou  luayest I  believe  that  .lesun  Christ 

is  the  Son  of  God and  they  went  d6ww  both  into  the  water, 

both  Philip  and  the  eunuch,  and  he  baptised  him and  when  they  were 

OOSf  B  UP  out  of  tub  WATBBy  ScC...  m.....«m..*...«m..«.  .......Acts  VlU.  34— 'fl9> 
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CHAP.  I. 

A  HISTORY  PF  THE  BAPTISTS  IM  D£LAWA&B;» 

DELAWARE  became  an  indq>endent  Sute  m  1 776j 
k  contains  three  little  counties^  Kewcastle,  Kent,  ana 
Sussex ;  in  the  first  there  was  a  Baptist  sodety  as  early 
as  1703  i  they  settkd  near  Iron  Hill ;  from  them,  their 
sentiments  took  a  spread  northward,  as  far  as  Loudosi 
Tract,  in  Pennsylvania ;  northeast,  to  Wilmington ;  east» 
to  Bethel ;  west,  to  Elk  river,  in  Maryland  $  southward, 
to  Duck  creek  in  this  State ;  and  to  the  Pedee  river  in 
South-Carolina. 

This  society  was  from  Wales,  and  about  the  yezt 
1733,  eight  or  ten  families  more^from  the  same  country, 
iliade  a  settlement  at  Duck  creek,  in  Kent  county,  from 
whence  their  sentiments  spread  to  Cowmarsh,  and  Mis« 
pillion^  ancf  to*  Geor|^town  in  Maryland* 

About  the  year  1788,  Elijah  Baker  and  Philip 
Hughes,,  who  had  been  hbouring  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  Chesapeak  Bay,  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  came  to 
the  county  of  Sussex,  and  made  many  proselytes,  anct 
pl^mted  two  or  three  churches. 

Delaware,  at  present,  contains  seven  or  eieht  churchr 
es,  and  one  smaXL  association,  whi(;h  bears  the  name  q£        j 
the  State.  m 


4  WeUb  Tract  Cburcb. 

The  histories  of  three  of  the  churches^  viz*  Wekh 
Tract,  Duck  Creek  or  Brynston^  and  Wilmington^  vUl 
be  related. 

The  Welsh  Tract  church  is  thus  distinguished  from  a 
large  tract  of  land  of  the  same  name,  surrounding  the 
place  of  worship  in  Pencader,  county  of  New-C^tle» 
The  house  is  a  seat  bridk  building,  40  fSeet  by  SO ;  it 
was  erected  in  1 746^  aild  is  situated  42  miles,  in  a  south- 
western direction  from  Philadelphia. 

To  come  to  the  history  of  this  church,  we  must  cross 
the  Atlantic  and  land  in  Wales,  where  it  had  its  begin* 
ning  in  the  following  manner.  *^  In  the  spring  of  the 
year  1701,  several  Baptists,  ih  the  counties  of  Pembroke 
and  Caermarthen,  resolved  to  go  to  America ;  and  as  one 
of  the  company,  Thomas  Griffith,  was  a  minister,  they 
were  advised  to  be  constituted  a  church  i  they  took  the 
advice ;  the  instrument  of  their  confederation  was  in 
being  in  1 770,  but  is  now  )ost  ot  mislaid ;  the  names  of 
the  confederates  £q11ow  :  Thomas  Griffith,  Griffith  Nich- 
olas, Evto  Edmoiid,  John  Edward,  Elisha  Thorns,  Enoch 
Morgan^  Richard  David,  James  David,.  Elizabeth  Grif- 
fith, Lewis  Edmond,  Mary  John,  Mary  Thomas,  Eliza- 
beth Griffith,  Tennet  David,  Margstf et  Mathiis,  Tennet 
Morris  i  these  sixteen  persons,  which  may  be  styled  a 
cburcb  emigrant^  met  at  MllfordhaVen  in  the  month  of 
June,  1701,  embarked  on  bcm'd  the  good  ship  William 
and  Mary  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  September  foltawing, 
landed  at  Philadelphia.  The  brethren  there  treated  them 
courteously,  and  advised  them  to  settle  about  Penne- 
pek ;  thither  they  went,  and  there  continued  abotxt  a  year 
and  a  half;  during  which  time  their  church  increased, 
from  16  to  37.  But  finding  it  inconvenient  to  tarry 
about  Pennepek,  they,  in  1 703,  took  up  land  in  New- 
Castle  county,  from  Messrs.  Evans,  Davis,  and  Willis, 
Arho  had  purchased  said  Wtelsh  Tract  from  William 
Penn,  containing  upwards  of  80,000  acres)  and  thithor 
removed  the  same  year,  and  bulk  a  little  meeting-house 
On  the  spot  where  the  present  stands*^' 
'  •  This  removal  left  some  of  their  members  near  Penne- 
pek,  and  took  some  of  the  Pennepek  members  to  Welsh 
Tract,  yet  neither  would  commune  with  their  neigh- 
bours, on  account  of  a  difierence  about  lajing-oti-op  bands  ; 


Disfuie  resfedhig  Layitig^wif-bands.  8 

for  the  church  of  Peimepek  kul  grown  ind^rent  about 
the  rite ;  but  that  at  Welsh  Tract  deemed  it  a  pre-requiU 
^te  to  the  communion  of  saints.  To  remedy  this  in« 
convenience,  the  churches  appointed  deputies,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-four  from  both,  to  compromise  mat* 
ters  as  well  as  they  could ;  who  met  for  the  purpose, 
June  22,  1 706.  The  following  history,  translated  from 
the  Welsh  Tract  church^book,  will  give  the  reader  a 
view  of  this  whole  transaction,  and  the  happy  termina« 
tkm  of  these  di^Hites* 

^'  We  could  not  be  in  fellowshtp,  at  the  Lord's  Table^ 
with  our  brethren  in  Pennepek  and  Philadelphia,  be* 
cause  they  did  not  hold  to  the  laying-en-cfbands^  and  some 
other  paiticulars*  relating  to  a  church :  true,  some  of 
them  betieved  in  the  ordinance,  but  neither  preached  it 
up,  nor  practised  it ;   and  when  we  moved  to  Welsh 
Tract,  and  left  twenty*two  of  our  members  at  Penne- 
pek, and  took  some  of  their  members  down  with  us^ 
the  difficulty  increased :  we  had  many  meetings  in  ox^ 
der  to  comproolise  matters,  but  to  no  purpose  till  June 
22,  1706 :  then  the  deputies,  who  had  been  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  met  at  the  house  of  brother  Richard 
Miles,,  in  Radnor,  and  agreed,  that  a  member  in  either 
church  might  traaaientTy  commune  with  the  other  9 
that  a  member  who  dedred  to  come  under  the  hying-m* 
rf'handi^  might  have  his  liberty  without  offence  \  that 
the.  notaries  of  the  right  might  preach  w  debate  upon 
the  subject  with  all  freedom,  consistent  with  brotherly 
love.    But  three  y^dn  after  this  meeting.  We  had  rea« 
son  to  review  this  transaction,  because  of  some  breth* 
ten,  who  arriTed  from  Wales,  and  one,  among  ourselves, 
who  questions  whether  the  first  article  was  warrantable. 
But  we  are  satisfied  that  all  was  right,  by  the  good  ef- 
fects which  followed ;   for  from  that  time  forth,  our 
brethren  hdd  sweet  communion  together  at  the  Lord's 
Table ;  and  our  ministert  was  invited  to  preach  and  as« 
sist  at  an  ofdtaation  at  Pennepek,  after  the  death  of  our 
brother  Watts.     He  proceeded  from  thence  to  the  Jer-^ 
sey,  where  he  enlightened  many  in  the  good  ways  of  the 

•  Sme  of  ihose  {MHtkbtari  ssre  said  to  have  beea  <aharch  covcasnts. 

t  Thomas  Griffiths 


4  Welsh  Tract  Church. 

The  htstories  of  three  of  the  churches^  viz.  Weish 
Tract,  Duck  Creek  or  Brynstoo,  and  Wilmington,  wxU 
be  related. 

The  Welsh  Tract  church  is  thus  dbtinguished  from  a 
large  traa  of  land  of  the  same  name,  surrounding  the 

?lace  of  wor^ip  in  Pencader,  county  of  New*Castle» 
'he  house  is  a  neat  bridb  building,  40  feet  by  SO ;  it 
was  erected  in  1 746,  aild  is  situated  42  miles,  in  a  south- 
western direction  from  Philadelphia. 

To  come  to  the  history  of  this  church,  we  must  cross 
the  Atlantic  and  land  in  Wales,  where  it  had  its  begin* 
ning  in  the  following  manner.  *'  In  the  spring  of  the 
year  1701,  several  Baptists,  ih  the  counties  of  Panbroke 
and  Caermarthen,  resolved  to  go  to  America ;  and  as  one 
of  the  company,  Thomas  Griffith,  was  a  miniver,  they 
were  advised  to  be  constituted  a  church ;  they  took  the 
advice ;  the  instrument  of  their  confederation  was  in 
being  in  1 770,  but  is  now  lost  ot  inislaid ;  the  names  of 
the  confederates  £qUow  :  Thomas  Griffith,  Griffith  Nich- 
olas, Evto  Edmoiid,  John  Edward,  Elisha  Thoni^,  Enoch 
Morgan^  Richard  David,  James  David>  Elizabeth  Grif-  ;i> 
fitb,  Lewis  Edmond,  Mary  John,  Mary  Thomas,  £liza*  or  j^; 
beth  Griffith,  Tennet  David,  Margatet  Mathias,  Tennet  k:i 
Morris  \  these  sixteen  persons,  which  may  be  styled  a  ;::  ^^ 
church  emigrant^  met  at  Milfordha'ven  in  the  month  of  :;to 
June,  1701,  embarked  on  board  the  good  ship  WiHiatti 
and  Mary  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  Sefptember  following^, 
landed  at  Phibdelphia.  The  brethren  there  treated  them 
courteously,  and  advised  them  to  settle  about  Penne*  ^  ^ 
pek ;  thither  they  went,  and  there  continued  abotit  a  year 
and  a  half;  during  which  time  their  church  increased, 
from  16  to  37.  But  finding  it  inconvenient  to  tarry 
about  Pennepek,  they,  in  1 70S,  todb  up  land  in  Kew- 
Castle  county,  from  Messrs.  Evans,  Davis,  and  Willis, 
Arho  had  purchased  said  Wtelsh  Tract  from  William 
Penn,  containing  upwards  oi  80,000  acres)  and  thither 
removed  the  same  year,  and  buih  a  litde  meeting-house 
On  the  spot  where  the  present  stands*^' 
•  This  removal  left  some  of  their  members  near  Penne- 
pek, and  took  some  of  the  Pennepek  members  to  Welsh 
Tract,  yet  neither  would  commune  with  their  neigh- 
bours, on  account  of  a  difference  about  laying*on^op  hands ; 
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dil^Wi.  He^mvad  ia  iasmkai  witli  the  Wdsh  Traa 
churdi,  whereof  be  wa^one  of  the  coostitaents ;  he  took 
on  him  the  care  of  th^  church  at  Mr.  Thomas'^  decease^ 
ud  died  ia  J  740>  and  was  buried  in  this  grave*yard, 
where  a  tcMnb  is  erected  to  his  memory. 

Hie  w^gmH  paitor  of  this  church  was  Owen  Thomas. 
He  was  been  in  1676,  at  a  place  called  Gwrgodllys,  in 
CShninUwydf  and  county  of  Pembroke.  He  came  to 
America  in  1707 ;  took  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church 
at  Mr.  Morgan's  death,  in  which  office  he  continued  un* 
til  1746t  when  he  resigned  it,  to  go  to  Yellow  Springs, 
where  he  died,  November  12,  i76a  Mr.  Thomas  left 
behind  him  the  following  remarkable  note ;  ^  I  have 
been  called  upon  three  times  tp  anoint  the  sick  with  oil 
for  recovery ;  tl^e  effect  was  furpri»ag  in  every  case, 
but  in  none  more  so,  than  in  the  case  of  our  brother 
Hynallt  Howel :  he  was  so  sore  with  the  bruises  which 
he  received  by  a  o^k  falling  on  him  from  a  waggon, 
that  he  could  not  be^  to  be  turned  in  bed :  the  next 
day  lie  went  to  meeting.  •' 

The  next  in  office  here  was  David  Davis,  He  was 
born  in  the  paiidi  of  Whiiechurch,  and  county  of  Pern* 
broke,  in  the  year  1 708,  and  came  to  America  when  a 
child,  in  1710 ;  was  ordained  in  this  church  in  1734,  at 
which  time  he  became  its  pastor ;  he  continued  in  this 
office  S5  years,  viz.  until  1769,  when  he  died.  He  was 
an  exceUent  man,  and  is  held  dear  in  remembrance  by 
all  who  knew  him*  Two  of  his  sons  were  preaclMrs. 
Jonathan  was  a  seventh*day  Baptist,  and  John  was  some 
time  pastor  of  the  8d  Baptist  church  inlBoston,  Mass. 

TIws  it  appears,  that  hitherto  the  pastors  of  this 
church  were  all  Welshmen*  Those  who  have  succeeds 
ed  were  native  Americans,  and  the  first  was  John  Sut- 
ton, whose  biography  may  be  found  in  the  history  of 
the  Etfiandpattng  Baptists,  in  Kentucky.  He  took  on 
fcim  the  oversight  oc  this  church  in  1770^  and  resigned 
k  in  1777,  to  go  to  Virginia. 

The  pext  to  him  was  John  Boggs,  who  was  ordwied 
to  the  paatontl  office  here  in  1781.  He  was  born  in 
East^Nottingham,  in  1741 ;  was  bred  a  Presbyterian, 
but  embraced  the  Baptist  sentiments  in  1771*  He  died 
at  Welsh  Tract,  of  a  paraly  tick  stroke,  in  1 802,  and  was 


•  Dttdk  Creek  ^  Brpuiefu 

sueeeeded  by  Crideon  Fef rell,  the  present  pastor*  Mr. 
Ferreli  is  a  native  of  Maryland^  and  was  bom  in  Talbot 
county,  in  1 76S.  He  was  bred  a  Quaker,  but  was  bap- 
tized  by  Philip  Hughes,  in  1770.  As  Mr.  Boggs,  his 
predecessor,  was  much  inclined  to  itinerate  in  the  sur- 
rounding country,  for  which  Employment  he  was  well 
qualified,  Mr.  Ferreli  had  preached  fSor  the  church  once 
%  month,  and  sometimes  oftener,  for  the  space  of  about' 
seven  yeaf  s,  before  he  was  invested  with  the  pastoral 
care  of  it. 

The  Welsh  Tract  church  is  very  handsomely  endow- 
ed s  for  after  all  the  casualties  which  have  befallen  its 
*  temporalities,  it  has  about  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars  in  funds,  at  interest,  smd  a  tot  of  six  ao'es,  on 
which  the  meeting-house  stsmds,  and  a  plantation,  the 
bequest  of  Hugh  Morris,  on  which  its  pastor  resides. 

This  church  is  the  oldest  in  the  State,  and  has  now  ex- 
isted upwards  ei  100  years.  It  has  been  the  mother  of 
the  Welsh  Neck  church  in  South-Carolina,  the  London 
Tract,  the  Duck  Creds  or  Brynsion,  and,  in  some  meas- 
ure, of  Wilmington,  Coworarsh,  and  MisptlUon,  and 
was  one  of  the  five  churches  which  formed  the  Phila^ 
delphia  Association,  in  1707^ 

X>UCK«C&BBK  Oa  BRYKSIOK. 

This  church,  which  was  formerly  distinguished  by  the 
first  name>  but  now  altogether  by  the  latter,  is  situated 
about  70  miles  to  the  south*west  of  Philadelphia.  The 
meeting-house  was  built  of  brick  in  1 77 1 ,  on  a  lot  of 
one  acre,  the  gift  of  John  and  Philemon  Dickinson. 

The  traa  of  land  which  was  called  Duck  Creek  Hun. 
dred,  was  settled  in  the  year  1 73S,  by  a  number  of 
Welsh  fiimilies,  some  of  the  Independent  and  some  of 
th^  Baptist  denominations.  The  Independents  built  a 
meeting-house  on  the  lot  where  the  Baptist  house  now 
stands,  and  called  it  Brynsion,  viz.  Mount-Sion.  They 
had  divine  service  performed  in  it  by  Presbyterian  min- 
isters, viz.  Rev.  Messrs.  Thomas  Evans,  Rees  Lewis, 
David  Jenison,  &c.  But  in  process  of  time  this  Inde- 
pendent society  dwindled  away,  partly  by  deaths,  and 
pardy  by  emigrations }  and  the  Baptists  made  use  of 


Witmngtm  Cbutcb.  % 

thtir  houae  wbile  it  stood*  The  Independents  nej^ect* 
ed  to  have  the  lot  conveyed  over  to  them ;  for  which 
reason  it  reverted  to  the  Dickinsons^  and  continued  in 
their  hands,  till  conveyed  to  the  Baptists  at  the  tim^ 
above  specified* 

The  Baptists  who  settled  here  were  about  8  or  lO. 
The  names  of  the  heads  of  them  follow,  viz.  James  Hy« 
att»  Nathaniel  Wild,  David  Evan,  Evan  Rees,  David 
Reesy  James  Howel,  Evan  David  Hugh,  Joshua  Edwards, 
&c.  This  last  was  an  exhorter  among  them,  until  he 
wait  tp  Pedee,  in  South-Carolina*  These  Baptists  emi« 
grated  hither,  chiefly  from  Pencader,  in  Newcastle  coun- 
ty,  and  were  members  of  Webh  Tract  church^  In  May 
i  8,  1 7  35,  Rev.  Hugh  Davis,  of  the  Great  Valley,  preach- 
ed to  them  at  Brynsion  aieeting-house ;  otherwise  they 
held  their  worship  at  the  house  of  James  Hyatt.  In 
September  18,  1737,  Rev.  David  Davis,  of  Welsh  Tract, 
administered  ordinances  here ;  worship  was  then  held 
at  the  house  of  Evan  David  Hugh ;  ki  1 74>9,  Rev.  Grif- 
fith Jones  settled  at  Duck  Crieek,  and  continued  among 
these  people  to  his  death,  in  1757*  In  the  spring  of 
1766,  Rev.  William  Davis,  fraak  New-Britain,  settled 
here ;  but  he  died  the  25th  of  September  following. 
After  him.  Rev.  Messrs;  David  Davis,  John  Sutton,  John 
Boggs,  &c.  ministered  to  them,  till  their  number  increas* 
ed  to  thirty.  Then  they  petitioned  Welsh  Tract  for 
leave  to  become  a  distinct  church.  These  thirty  persons 
were  constituted  a  churdi  by  Messrs.  Bpggs  and  Flee- 
son,  November  24^  1781  ;  and  in  1786  were  received 
into  the  Association  of  Philadelphia* 

The  ministers  who  (^ciated  at  lAidk  jCreek,  while  it 
was  a  branch  of  Welsh  Tract,  have  already  been  men* 
tioned.  The  first  pastor,  which  it  had  after  it  became 
a  separate  church,  was  Eliphaz  Dazey,  who  continued 
with  them  a  sh(»rt  time,  and  then  resigned,  and  was 
succeeded  by  James  Jones,  their  present  pastor. 

WILMINOTOH* 

Thm  church  is  of  later  date  than  som^  oth^  churches 
in  Delaware,  which  are  at  present  less  distinguished. 
voi«.  3»  S 


10  WUmingloK  Church. 

There  were  a  number  of  individuals  in  this  town  fof 
about  twenty  years  before  the  denomination  begait 
Rmch  to  flourish  and  prevail. 

About  the  year  1769^  Baptist  ministers  began  to 
preach  in  Wilmington,  in  a  transient  way,  but  without 
any  apparent  success  ;  and  the  few  members  began  to 
de^air  of  seeing  a  church  arise  in  the  town.  And  the 
first  time  that  a  prospect  opened  to  the  contrary,  was  in 
1782,  when  Rev.  Philip  Hughes  came  to  print  a  volume 
of  hymns.  He  preached  faere^  and  gained  some  attention. 
In  the  month  of  April  following,  Mr.  Thomas  Ainger 
and  family  settled  in  the  town  ;  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Presby^terian  church  in  Philadelphia,  but  his  wife  a 
professed  Baptist ;  he  constantly  maintained  family  wor* 
ship  without  any  uncommon  effect  for  a  time.  One 
Lord's-^y  evening,  he  read  the  20th  chapter  of  Reve^ 
lation,  and  found  a  strong  impulse  to  comment  upon  it^ 
particularly  on  the  12th  verse.  This  diffused  serious- 
ness through  the  family,  and  laid  a  foundation  for  a  re- 
ligious society,  in  which  g^ood  was  done.  Two  of  his 
apprentices  and  some  others,  attribute  their  conversion 
to  this  society.  It  quickened  four  more,  who  had  been 
converted  long  before ;  these  were  baptized  by  Rev. 
John  Bo^s,  May  25,  1784;  their  names  were  Thomas 
Ainger,  Rachel  Ainger,  Noah  Cross,  and  Mrs.  --^-^  Fer- 
ries. The  same  year,  1784,  Rev.  P.  Hughes  came  to 
town  to  print  his  book  on  baptism,  which  detained  him 
near  two  months ;  he  preached  all  the  while,  sometimes 
at  a  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  and  sometimes  at  the 
town  school-house,  which  collected  many  hearers.  By 
him  were  baptij^ed  four  persons  who  had  been  awaken- 
ed at  the  said  society,  viz.  Robert  Smith,  John  Red« 
man,  James  M'LaughUn,  and  Henry  Walker.  Messrs. 
Fleeson  and  Boggs  continued  to  visit  the  place  alternate* 
ly  every  week.  More  were  baptized  by  them,  inso- 
much tnat  a  sufficient  number  of  materials  for  a  church 
were  soon  prepared,  and  in  October,  1785,  Messrs. 
Fleeson  and  Boggs,  with  Abel  Griffith  and  Eliphaz  Da- 
zey,  met  and  gave  them  fellowship  as  a  Gospel  Church. 
The  names  of  the  constituents  were,  Thomas  Ainger, 
James  M'Laughlin,  Thomas  Williams,  Henry  Walker, 
Joseph  Tomlinson,  John  Redman,  Robert  Smith,  John 
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ftTKim,  Curtis  Gilbert,  Sarah  Stow,  EKzabeth  Hopkins^ 
Mary  Mattson ;  to  these  twelve,  must  be  added  four 
more ;  who  had  been  baptized  elsewhere,  viz.  John  Stow,^ 
Elizabeth  Way,  Thomas  Stow,  Abigail  Ainger.  The 
church  was  receded  into  the  Association  of  Philadelphia^ 
the  year  fbfiowing. 

Thomas  Ainger,  who  began  the  domestic  meetings  aU. 
ready  mentioned,  commenced  preaching  in  this  church, 
the  next  year  after  it  was  constituted,  and' was  ordained 
the  pastor  of  it  in  1788,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  David 
Jones,  and  Eliphaz  Dazey.  This  office  he  filled  with  re** 
potation,  until  his  death,  which  happened  in  1 797. 

For  a  few  years  after  Mr.  Ainger's  death,  the  church 
was  supplied  by  the  occasional  labours  of  Mr.  John 
Boggs,  sen.  Gideon  Ferrel,  John  Ellis,  and  Joseph  Flood. 
Mr.  Flood  did,  indeed,  exercise  the  pastoral  care  of  it, 
for  a  short  time,  when  he  was  excluded  for  immoral 
conduct,  and  afterwards  went  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia, 
and  was  the  cause  of  much  evil  and  con&ision*  But  dur- 
ing the  ministry  of  M^.  Flood,  notwithstanding  the. 
blemishes  of  his  character,  there  was  a  very  considerable- 
revival,  and  many  were  added  to  the  church. 

After  remaining  in  a  measure  destitute  for  about  five 
years,  this  church  had  the  happiness  to  settle,  for  its  pas- 
tor. Rev.  Daniel  Dodge,  under  whose  ministry  they- 
have  been  prosperous  and  happy. 

Mr.  Dodge,  whose  father  was  a  native  of  ^wich,  in 
Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Annapolis  Royal,  Nova-Sco- 
tia, in  1775 ;  but  the  most  of  his  days  have  been  spent 
in  the  United  States*  He  professed  religion  at  the  age 
of  1 89  and  united  with  the  church  in  Woodstock,  Ver- 
mont^ then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Elder  Ellsha  Ran- 
som. In  1797,  he  went  to  Baltimore,  and  preached  in 
various  places  in  Maryland  and  A^rginia,  before  he  set- 
ded  in  Wilmington. 

Mr.  Dodge  has  baptized  1 1 5  perons,  who  have  united: 
with  this  church  since  he  became  its  pastor.  The  sisters 
of  this  church  collected  in  about  twelve  months  up-, 
wards  of  three  hundred  dollars  towards  paying  the  ex-, 
pense  of  finishing  the  meetipg-house. 
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CHAR  IL 


MARTLAND. 

This  State  was  at  first  settled  by  Roman  Catholics^ 
who  are  still  considerably  numerous  in  it ;  but  as  the 
government  gave  free  toleration  to  all  religious  sects,  in 
process  of  time  it  was  settled  by  protestants  of  various 
denomination  Sy  and  among  them  were  some  Baptists, 
the  most  noted  of  whom  was  Henry  Sator,  who  remov- 
ed hither  from  England  about  the  year  1 709,  and  set^ 
tied  in  the  northern  parts  near  Chesnut  Ridge*  Soon 
after  his  settlmient,  he  invited  Baptist  minbters  to 
preach  in  his  house,  by  which  means  a  number  were, 
from  time  to  tkne,  proselyted  to  his  sentiments,  and  af- 
ter many  years,  a  church  was  formed  in  his  neighbour^ 
hood. 

The  Baptists  gained  ground  but  slowly  in  Maryland, 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  after  the  first  emigrants 
arrived  here ;  and,  indeed,  there  is  now  the  smallest 
number  of  the  denomination  in.  this  State  of  any  in  the 
Union,  except  that  of  Delaware.  In  1772,*  except  the 
Tunkers  and  Mennonists,  it  contained  but  two  Baptist 
churches,  and  both  of  these  were  in  the  county  of  Balti- 
more,  one  of  which  were,  in  their  doctrinal  sentiments. 
General,  and  the  other  Particular  Baptists ;  the  former 
had  for  its  minister,  though  an  unprofitable  one,  Hen- 
ry Loveall ;  the  other  was  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
late  mucb-irespected  John  Davis.  There  were,  howev- 
er, at  this  time,  two  little  societies  of  Baptists  near  the 
Potooock,  which  were  branches  of  churches  in  Virginia. 

In  1  ?94,t  Maryland  contained  1 7  churches,  in  which 
were  about  950  members.  There  has  been  a  gradual  in« 
crease  of  the  denomination  since,  so  that  now,  as  near 
as  can  be  ascertained,  there  are  in  this  State,  two  Asso* 
dations,  viz.  the  Baltimore  and  Salisbury,  about  28 
churches,  and  about  IS  or  140O communicants. 

The  Methodists  have  had  ^eat  success  in  this  State, 
and  in  it  their  community  is  now  considerably  large. 


*  M.  Edwards's.  Materials.,  towards  a  History  of  the  baptists  in  Maryland.. 
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In  1785,  they  constituted  Cokesbury  College,  at  A\u 
ington,  Harford  county,  which  was  so  called  in  hon- 
our of  ThcMnas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury,  bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  which,  after  existing  a 
few  years,  was  unfortunately  consumed  by  fire,  and  has 
never  been  rebuilt. 

The  commencement  of  the  General  Baptist  church  at 
Chesnut  Ridge,  has  already  been  su8;gested.  It  appears 
that  €reorge  £glesfield,  from  Penns)avania,  was  the  first 
minister  that  Mr.  Sator  obtained  to  preach  in  his  house, 
after  his  settlement  in  Maryland.  After  him,  Pkul 
Fsihner  came  into  the  neighbourhood,  and  baptized  nine 
persons  ;  he  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Loveall,  who  bap- 
tized forty*eight  more^  and  in  1742  formed  them  into 
a  church,  which,  at  the  time  of  its  constitution,  contain* 
ed  57  members.  The  instrument  of  their  confederation, 
which  is  somewhat  singular,  and  which  was  laid  before 
the  Governor  and  Court  in  1742,  when  the  society  was 
taken  under  the  protection  of  the  toleration  laws,  is  as 
follows ; 

*^  We,  the  humble  professors  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
baptized  upon  a  declaration  of  faith  and  repentance,  be- 
lieving the  doctrine  qf  general  redemption,  (or  the  free 
grace  of  God,  extended  to  all  mankind)  do  hereby  seri- 
ously, heartily,  and  solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Searcher  of  all  hearts,  and  before  the  world,  covenant, 
agree,  bind,  and  settle  ourselves  into  a  church,  to  hold, 
abide  by,  and  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints,  owned  by  the  best  reformed  churches  in  En* 
gland,  Scotland,  and  elsewhere,  especially  as  published 
and  maintained  in  the  forms  and  confessions  of  the  Bap« 
tists  in  England  ;  differing  in  nothing  from  the  articles 
of  the  churdi  of  England  and  Scotland,  except  in  infant 
baptism,  modes  of  church  government,  the  doctrine  of 
absolute  reprobation,  and  some  ceremonies.  We  do  al« 
so  bind  ourselves  hereby,  to  defend  and  live  up  to  the 
l^rotestant  religion,  and  abhor  and  oppose  the  whore 
of  Rome,  pope,  and  popery,  with  all  her  anti-christian 
ways.  We  do  also  engage  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  defend  the  crown  and  dignity  of  our  gracious  sove- 
reign, Eang  George,  to  him  and  his  issue  for  ever,  and 
to  obey  all  his  laws,  humbly  submitting  ourselves  to  all 
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in  authority  tinder  him,  and  giving  custom  to  whom  ciis« 
torn,  honour  to  whom  honour,  tnbute  to  whotn  tribute 
is  due.  We  do  further  declare,  that  we  are  not  against 
taking  oaths,  nor  using  arms  in  defence  of  our  king  and 
country,  when  legally  called  thereto  ;  and  that  we  do 
approve  and  will  obey  the  laws  of  this  province.  And 
further,  we  do  hind  ourselves  to  follow  the  patterns  of 
our  brethren  in  England,  to  maintain  order,  government, 
and  discipline  in  our  church,  especially  that  excellent  di- 
rectory of  Rev.  Francis  Stanley,  entitled  *'  The  Gospel^s 
Honour,  and  the  Church's  Ornament,"  dedicated  to  the 
churches  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Nottingham,  and 
Cambridge.  We  also  engage,  that  all  persons  upon  join- 
ing  our  society,  shall  yield  consent  to  and  subscribe  this 
our  solemn  league  and  covenant.  Subscribed  by  u& 
whose  names  are  underwritten,  this  10th  day  of  july„ 
1742.'' 

Mr.  Sator  bore  an  excellent  character,  and  m^y  be 
considered  not  only  the  founder  of  this  society,  but  of 
the  Baptist  interest  in  Maryland.  His  assistance  in  build- 
ing the  place  of  worship,  and  his  gift  of  land  to  the  min- 
ister, are  mentioned  as  peculiar  marks  of  his  liberality. 

This  church  immediately  increased  very  fast,  and  be* 
gan  to  spread  over  the  country,  and  soon  extended  ovet 
to  Opeckon  and  Ketockton  in  Virginia  ;  insomuch  that 
in  four  years  the  number  of  conmiunicants  amountec^ 
to  181. 

Mr.  Loveall  became  the  pastor  of  the  chiurch  at  its  be-, 
ginning,  and  continued  still  to  act  in  that  capacity )  but 
by  many  accounts,  he  was  a  man  of  great  blemishes  of 
character,  and  his  misconduct  soon  checked  the  growth 
cf  the  church  at  Chesnut  Ridge,  and  caused  it  to  dis- 
perse and  dwindle  away.  He  was  a  native  of  Cam- 
bridge, England  ;  came  to  America  when  young ;  and 
was  baptized  in  New-England  in  1725 ;  probably  in 
Newport ;  for  it  appears  by  Mr.  John  Comer's  Journal, 
that  he  was  in  that  town  in  1729,  and  had  then  begun 
to  preach.  And  being  desirous  of  travelling  iiito  the 
Jerseys,  he,  by  his  request,  received*^a  letter  of  introduce 
tion  to  the  churches  there,  signed  by  James  Qark,  Dan- 
iel Wightman,  and  John  Comer,  who  certified  that  they 
then  *^  knew  nothing,  but  that  his  conduct  and  conver- 
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sation  was  agreeable  to  the  Gospel  of  Cbrist/'  But  it 
was  not  long  after  that  he  was  found  to  be  a  man  of  bad 
character,  havine  been  guilty  of  some  shameful  acts  of 
undeaoness,  a  sm  which  most  easily  beset  him ;  and 
that  his  real  name  was  Desolate  Baken*  He  was  or- 
dained at  PLscataqua,  New- Jersey,  1730,  but  never  offi- 
ciated there  in  a  pastoral  capacity ;  for  the  foul  blemish* 
es  of  his  character  were  soon  discovered  by  the  church, 
which  had  been  too  hasty  in  ordaining  him.  After  caus- 
ing much  confusion  at  Piscataqua,  I^  came  to  Maryland 
in  1742,  and  the  same  year  became  the  minister  of  the 
church  whose  history  we  are  now  relating,  tn  1746, 
he  went  to  Virginia,  and  raised  the  MiU*Creek  church, 
from  which  he  was  shortly  after  excommunicated  for 
his  misconduct,  and  returned  to  Chesnut  Ridge,  where 
he  resided  in  1772,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age,  an  uut 
happy  proof,  that  ministerial  gifts  and  a  good  life  and 
conversation  do  not  always  go  together. 

Tile  church  of  Particular  Baptists  was  at  first  called 
Winter  Run^  which  appellation  has  since  been  exchanged 
for  Harford,  the  name  of  the  county  in  which  it  is  situat- 
ed* in  1772,  besides  the  main  establishment  at  Winter 
Run,  it  consisted  of  three  other  branches,  one  near  Ches- 
nut Ridge,  which  met  for  worship  in  the  house  belong* 
ing  to  the  General  Baptists,  the  second  was  at  Petapsco, 
and  the  third  near  Winchester.  These  branches  have, 
probably,  since  become  distinct  churches,  although  they 
do  not  bear  the  names  which  are  here  given  them«  In 
this  church,  which  was  so  extensive  in  its  bounds,  there 
were,  at  the  date  above  mentioned,  138  communicants. 
It  originated  from  the  General  Baptist  church  at  Ches- 
nut i^dge,  in  the  following  manner  :  About  t|ie  year 
1747,  some  of  the  members  of  that  church,  being,  inclrn- 
ed  to  the  sentiments  of  the  Particular  Baptists,  invited 
their  ministers  to  preach  amongst  them,  who  continued 
their  visits  until  fourteen  persons  had  embraced  theip 
sentiments,  and  these  were  constituted  into  a  church  in 
1754,  by  the  assistance  of  Benjamin  Griffiths  and  Peter 
P.  Vanhorn,  and  was  the  same  year  received  into  the 
Philadelphia  Association.    It  b  an  old  and  respectable 

*  John  Comer's  Diary,  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Jenkins,  to  the  cburcli  at 
Pbcataquti,  dattd  Dtrc.  If  3C. 
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church,  and  was,  for  upwards  of  50  ;|^arsy  under  tb^ 
pastoral  care  of  the  late  venerable  John  Davis.  Mr.  Da- 
vis was  born  in  Petmepeck,  in  Pennsylvania,  Sept.  10^ 
1721  i  was  called  to  the  ministry  and  ordained  at  Mont« 
gomery  in  the  same  State^  1756^  and  the  same  year  came 
to  Maryland,  and  took  on  him  the  pastoral  care  of  this 
church,  where  he  continued  until  hb  death,  which  hap- 
pened iu  1 809,  when  he  was  in  the  88th  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  own  cousin  to  the  late  famous  Benjamin 
irancis,  of  England.  All  that  1  can  learn  of  him  is,  that 
he  was  a  man  of  peculiar  piety  and  usefulness,  and  no 
one  who  knew  him,  mentions  his  name  without  affixing 
9ome  appellation  expressive  of  his  peculiar  excellence. 
When  he  firft  arrived  in  Maryland,  he  was  very  roughly 
treated ;  for  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood,  the  ma* 
gistrates  and  the  court,  publickly  affronted  him,  and  used 
indirect  arts  to  drive  him  out  of  the  country ;  but  in 
a  short  time,  the  men  who  were  his  bitterest  enemies 
became  his  affectionate  friends,  and  treated  him  with 
honour  and  re^ct. 

The  Harford  church  has  been  the  mother  of  a  nurn- 
ber  of  others ;  for  the  churches  which  bear  the  follow^ 
ing  names,  1st  Baltimore,  Taney  Town,  Gunpowder, 
and  Sator's,  were  taken  from  it. 

About  1770,  some  preachers  from  Virginia,  particu«> 
larly  Richard  Major  and  the  Fristoes,  William  and 
Daniel,  be^an  to  preach  in  the  south-west  borders  of  the 
State ;  their  labours  were  attended  with  success ;  many 
were  baptized,  who  united  with  the  churches  in  Virgin* 
ia,  belonging  to  the  Ketockton  Association,  and  in  this 
way  the  foundations  were  Isdd  for  the  oldest  churches  in 
that  region.  ^ 

Respecting  the  remaining  churches,  in  that  part  of 
Maryland,  which,  by  way  of  contradistinction,  is  called 
the  Western  shore,  I  have  obtained  no  information 
worth  detailing,  excepting  of  those  in  the  dty  of  Balti* 
more. 

The  1st  church  in  Baltimore  was  constituted  in  1785, 
with  1 1  members,  all  of  whom,  excepting  Mr.  Richards, 
were  dismissed  from  the  Harford  church.  The  con- 
stituents were  Rev.  Lewis  Richards,  David  Shields  and 
wife,  George  Prestman  and  wife,  Richard  Lemmon,  Al- 
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exander  M'Kini)  (now  a  member  of  Congress,)  Thom- 
as Coal  and  wife,  William  Hobby,  and  Eleanor  Thomas. 
These  members  had  kept  up  a  meeting  in  Baltimore,  for 
a  number  of  years  before  the  church  was  organized,  and 
were  regularly  supplied  with  preaching  once  a  month, 
by  Mr.  Davi^,  the  pastor  of  the  church  with  which  they 
stood  connected,  until  their  present  pastor  removed  and 
settled  in  the  city.  ' 

Mr.  Richards  was  born  in  1752,  in  the  parish  of 
■  lianbardarn  vowr,  Cardiganshire,  South- Wales.  He 
made  a  publick  profession  of  religion  at  the  age  of  1 9,  and 
joined  a  society  of  Independents,  and  was  shortly  after 
introduced  to  the  attention  of  the  famous  Lady  Hunt- 
ington, and  studied  a  short  time  in  the  college  which 
was  under  the  patronage  of  that  remarkable  woman. 
He,  however,  suspended  his  studies  there,  with  a  view 
of  pursuing  them  at  the  Orphan  House  in  Georgia,  and 
embarked  for  America  with  a  number  of  his  fellow  stu- 
dents, the  names  of  whom,  and  many  particulars  respect- 
ing them,  are  related  in  the  biography  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Cook.  Mr.  Richards  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Richard  Fur- 
man,  at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  South-Carolina,  in 
1777,  and  was  ordained  the  same  year,  in  Charleston, 
by  Rev.  Messrs.  Hart  and  Cook ;  and  after  travelling 
about  a  year  in  diflPerent  parts  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  removed  to  Northampton  county,  Virginia,  on 
the  Eastern  shore  <rf  the  Chesapeak  Bay.  From  this 
place  he  removed  to  his  present  station  in  1784,  a  few 
months  before  the  church  over  which  he  presides  was 
constituted. 

Some  time  before  the  constitution  of  this  church,  a 
number,  of  persons  had  purchased  a  lot  in  the  city,  con- 
'^aining  half  an  acre,  on  which  the  congregation  have 
since  erected  their  present  place  of  worship,  which  is  a 
neat  brick  building  vTithout  galleries,  60  feet  by  40. 
They  have  also  erected,  on  the  same  lot  a  very  commo- 
dious brick  dwelling-house,  two  stories  high,  for  the  use 
of  their  minister. 

The  origin  of  the  2d  chyrch  in  Baltimore,  is  some- 
what singular,  and  is  thus  related  by  Rev.  John  Healey, 
their  present  pastor : 
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In  1794,  Mr.  Healey  and  wife,  Matthew  Hulse  and 
wife,  and  William  Lynes  and  wife,  all  members  of  the 
General  Baptist  church  of.  Friar  Lane,  Leicester,  En- 
gland, having  resolved  to  go  to  America,  covenanted,  be- 
fore their  departure,  to  remaia  together  as  a  religipus 
society,  and  to  mauntain  the  worship  of  God  affioiig 
themselves,  in  the  distant  country  to  which  they  were 
bound.  They  landed  in  New^York,  in  October,  1 794,  ^ 
and  tarried  in  that  city  through  the  following  winter.  ' 
The  succeeding  spring  they  removed  to  Baltimore,  and  • 
immediately  commenced  their  meetings  in  a  ware* 
house,  which  had  been  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship 
by  the  Episcopalians.  In  this,  and  in  other  places,  .they 
continued  to  assemble  until  1797,  when  they  had  ac- 
quired sufficient  ability  to  erect  a  decent  brick  building 
40  feet  by  27,  with  a  vestry  10  feet  wide,  which  is  at- 
tsached  to  one  end  of  it.  It  stands  in  that  part  of  the 
d^f.  called  Fell's  Point. 

About  the  time  the  meeting-house  was  built,  there  re- 
mained of  the  constituents  of  the  church,  only  Mr.  Hea- 
ley and  his  wife ;  for  Lynes  and  his  wLFe  went  off  to 
the  Methodists  soon  after  they  came  to  Baltimore,  and 
Hulse  and  his  wife  had  died  with  the  yellow  fever, 
fiut  others  had  united  with  the  little  establishment, 
which,  in  the  same  year  the  meeting*  house  was  built, 
be^n  to  travel  in  a  church  capacity. 

As  Mr.  Heatey  and  his  associates  were  General  Bap- 
tists, they  were,  on  that  account,  for  a  time,  exposed  to 
many  .suspicions  and  much  embarrassment;  for  the 
Baptists,  in  these  parts,  are,  generally  speaking,  strongly 
Calvinistick.  And  between  this  church  and  the  first  in 
the  city,  there  was  no  fellowship  for  a  number  of  years. 
But  the  differences  between  them  have  gradually  sub^-  * 
bided,  and  a  full  and  happy  union  has  been  formed. 

This  church,  in  ]809,  had  some  peculiar  trials  wkh  a 
number  of  its  members  who  went  off  from  them  in  a    ' 
manner  which  they  considered  disorderly,  and  united^ 
in  forming  a  church  which  was  .founded  that  year  by 
Rev.  WiUtam  M'Pherson.    Mr.  MTherson  was  former- 
ly  one  of  Mr.  H«ldane*s  connexion,  in  Scotland ;  but  he 
became  a  Baptist  soon  after  he  came  to  America.    Some   * 
further  account  of  the  church,  which  he  founded  in  this 
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city,  will  be  given  itt^jjfltt  history  of  the  commuoity^ 
with  which  it  is  connected. 

BALTIMORE  ASSOCIATION. 

This  body  was  organized  in  179^2,  and  includes  all 
the  associated  chiinches  in  Maryland,  on  the  western 
side  of  the  Chesapeak  Bay,  excepting  the  church  of  Nan« 
jemoy,  which  belongs  to  the  Ketocton  Association.  It 
ako  includes  three  churches  in  Pennsylvania,  which  have 
been  noticed  in  the  history  of  that  State,  and  two  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  It  was  at  first  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Association  on  the  western  shore  of  Maryland* 
The  churches  of  which  it  was,  at  its  constitution,  com* 
posed,  were  those  of  Harford,  Fredericktown,  Seneca, 
Taney  Town,  Huntington,  and  Hamntiond's  ]&*anch» 
The  only  ministers  present,  or  at  least,  who  belonged  to 
it,  were  John  Davis,  Samuel  Lane,  and  Absalom  Baili- 
bridge,  the  last  of  whom  has  since  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  number  in  all  the  churches  was  but  258.. 

The  first  church  in  Baltimore,  at  that  time,  belonged 
to  the  Philadelphia  Association,  from  which  it  did  not 
see  fit  to  obtain  a  dismission  until  1 795,  when  it  united 
with  this  little  establishment,  which,  after  that  time,  as* 
sumed  the  name,  which  it  at  present  bears. 

As  the  churches  in  the  dty  of  Washington  belong  to  - 
this  Association,  and  being  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
do  not  properly  belong  to  any  State,  we  shall  give  their 
history  a  place  here. 

%  The  1st  church  in  this  city  was  constituted  in  1802, 
and  arose  in  the  follo\ving  manner.  When  the  General 
Govemmenit  was  removed  from  Philadelphia  to  this 
ifewly  esfoblished  metropolis^  a  few  Baptist  members, 
some  of  whom  were  in  its  employment,  belonging  to 
different  churches,  removed  hither,  about  the  same  time. 
These  persons  had  frequent  conversations  on  the  advan* 
tages  which  might  result  to  them,  from  church  fellow* 
ship ;  and  having  made  previous  arrangements  for  the 
purpose,  were,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1802,  in  the  Hall  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  constituted  into  a  church  by 
the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Jeremiah*  More,  Lewis  Rich- 
ards, William  Parkinson,  and  Adam  ^Freeman*     Their 
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number  was  only  mx,  viz.  Charles  P.  Polk,  from  Balti- 
more, John  Burchan,  from  New-York,  Charles  Rogers, 
from  Maryland,  Cephas  Fox,  from  Virginia,  and  Joseph 
Barrows  and  wife,  from  Philadelphia. 

A  few  days  after  the  church  was  constituted,  the 
brethren  began  to  sdidt  the  aid  of  the  citizens,  towards 
erecting  for  them  a  place  of  worship  :  in  their  attempts 
they  were  greatly  assisted  by  Rev.  William  Parkinson, 
who  was  then  officiating  as  Chaplain  to  Congress ;  and 
so  successful  were  their  exertions,  that  they  soon  obtsdn- 
ed  sufficient  means  to  purchase  a  lot  in  the  west  end  of 
the  dty,  75  feet  by  37,  and  to  build  a  handsome  house, 
42  feet  by  32,  in  which  the  first  sermon  was  preached 
by  Mr.  Parkinson,  on  the  1 4th  day  of  November,  1802. 

Previous  to  this  events  the  church  had  received  the 
addition  of  five  members,  and  continued  gradually  to 
increase  for  a  number  of  succeeding  years.  It  was  sup* 
plied  with  preaching  pretty  frequently  by  the  neigh-* 
bouring  ministers,  both  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  hut 
had  no  pastor  until  1807,  when  Rev.  Obadiah  fi. 
Brown,  a  native  of  Newark,  New-Jersey,  and  who  was 
then  preaching  in  that  town,  by  the  call  of  the  church, 
removed  amongst  them,  and  assumed  the  pastoral  office, 
wMch  he  still  continues  to  fill  with  reputation  and  suc- 
cess. Mrt  Brown  also  generally  officiates  as  Chaplain  to 
.one  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  during  its  ses- 
sions.* 

The  2d  church  in  Washington,  was  formed*  at  tlie 
Navy  Yard,  in  ISiO,  partly  of  members  dismissed  from 
-the  first.  A 

SALISBURY  ASSOCIATION, 

This  Association  lies  wholly  on  the  eastern  shore  of  , 
the  Chesapeak  Bay,  and  by  this  Bay  is  separated  from  * 
the  other  churches  in  Maryland. 

Baptist  sentiment^.were  first  propagated  in  this  re- 
gion,  by  the  pious  and  laborious  Elijah  Baker,  as  related  ^* 

•  Mr.  Polk,  'whofumished  tlie  substance  of  the  above  articles,  adds  the  fol-      ^' 
lofwtii^  note :  **  Mr.  Benedict  will,  it  is  beUeved.  do  much  service*  by  recoixi- 
mending  to  traveHing  Baptist  ministers*  or  those  of  them  who  wish  to  remove 
south,  to  visit  Maryland ;  for,  petijaps,  no  part  of  the  Union  has  more  need  of 
(ioBpel  jpreachen  tium  it  hac  I  meafi  the  countiT  parts  of  it" 

^         f. 
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in  his  biography.     Soon  after  he  began  to  preach  in 
these  parts,  he  was  joined  by  Ebiiip  Hughes,  ^hose  min- 
istry was  also  crowned  with  much  success.    These  two 
ministers  laboured  on  the  eastern  shore,  both  in  Mary« 
land  and  Virginia,  rather  as  evangelical  itinerants,  than 
as  stationed  pastors,  and  often  visited  the  churches  they 
had  planted,  as  fathers  do  their  children.    A  number  of 
ministers  and  exhorters  were,  raised  up  in  the  churches 
which  they  had  established,  who  were  instrumental  ixx' 
forwarding  the  work  which  they  had  begun.    Mr.  Ba- 
ker, it  appears,  first  visited  these  parts  in  1 776  y  and  jn 
1782*  a  sufficient  number  of  churches  having  been  or- 
ganized, they  met  at  Salisbury,  and  formed  themselves 
into  an  Association,  which,  from  that  circumstance,  re- 
ceived its  name.    For  26  years  from  its  establishment, 
viz.  until  1808,  it  progressed  without  any  special  occur-, 
rence,  but  gradually  increased,  and  was  in  circumstances^ 
moderately  prosperous.     It  was  now  thought  proper^ 
that  a  division  should  be  niade  ;  and  as  the  churches  of 
which  it  is  composed  were  in  the  two  States  of  Mary^ 
land  and  Virginia,  the  State  line  was  fixed  upon  as  tk^f 
line  of  division,  and  the  churches  in  Virginia  were  dis- 
missed and  formed  a  new  Association,  which  was  called 
Acon^ack. 

-.  The  preachers  in  the  Salisbury  Association  have,  from 
the  first,  been  distinguished  rather  for  their  piety  than 
their  parts. 

Dr.  Robert  Lemon,  at  whose  house  the  venerable  £- 
lijah  B^ker  died,  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  note  in 
this  body,  and  has,  from  the  commencement  of  its  ses- 
sions, almost  uniformly  officiated  as  Moderator. 

John  Asplund,  the  author  of  the  Baptist  Register,  was 
drowned  from  a  canoe,  in  1 807,  in  Fishing  Creek,  which 
giyes  name  to  one  of  the  churches  in  this  Association. 

The  churches  now  belonging  to  it,  are  in  the  counties* 
of  Caroline,  Dorset,  Somerset,  and  Worcester,  and  arc 
all  in  the^State  of  Maryland,  except  the  one  called  Beth- 
el, which  is  in  Sussex  county,  in  the  State  of  Delawarg. 

The  Baptists  in  Maryland  have  never  endured  any. 
thing  from  the  civil  power,  which  may  properly  be  call-  ' 

ir  •  M.  Edwai-dsV  3ll[atcrials,  6cc  fthr  Delaware,  n.  246, 
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ed  persecution.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  consid*  ' 
erable  outcry  against  them  in  1741,  and  also  in  17469 
which  was  occasioned^  by  the  misconduct  of  Loveall  and 
Palmer,  two  very  disreputable  preachers  of  their  socie- 
y  ty ;  but  the  clamour  and  violence  ceased,  when  it  was 
'^    Yound  that  the  Baptists  abhorred  their  conduct  as  much 

•OS  any  other  society  could  do. 
\  \  '    At  a  very  early  period,  the  Assembly  of  this  State, 
"  ||[then  a  province)  enacted,  **  that  no  persons,  professing 
to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  should  be  molested  in  respect '' 
of  their  religion,  or  in  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  be 
cdmpelled  to  the  exercise  of  any  other  religion,  against 
their  consent ;  so  that  they  be  not  unfaithful  to  the  pro- 
prietary, or   conspire  against    the  civil  government. 
That  any  person  molesting  another  in  respect  of  his  reli- 
^gious  tenets,  should  pay  treble  damages  to  the  party  ag- 
itrieved,  and  twenty  shillings  to  the  proprietary ;  that 
¥hose,  reproaching  ax)y  with  opprobious  names  of  reli- 
gious distinction,  should  forfeit  ten  shillings  to  the  per- 
son injured ;  that  any  one  speaking  reproachfully  against 
4ijke  Blessed  Virgin,  or  the  Apostles,  should  forfeit  ten 
pounds.      But  blasphemy  against  God,  should  be  pun- 
ished with  death/^     This  act  passed  1 649,  and  was  con* 
firmed  in  1676,  ainong  the  perpetual  laws  of  the  prov- 
ince. ^  ^'         ^  ^  y^ 

Virginia,  at  this  period,  animated  by  a  very  differentvr^ 
spirit,  passed  several  laws  against  the  Puritans,  whose 
ministers  were  not  suffered  to  preach.    This  occasioned 
numbers  to  emigrate  to  Maryland. 

"  Extraordinary  scenes  were,  at  this  time,  exhibited 
on  the  cblonial  theatres.  In  Massachusetts,  the  Con-  * 
gregationalists  intolerant  towards  the  Episcopalians,  and 
every  othei^  sect ;  the  Episcopal  church  retaliating  upon  • 
them  in  ^^rginia  j  and  the  Roman  Catholicks  of  Mary- 
land,  tolerating  and  protecting  all."* 
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CHAP.  in. 

Origin  of  the  Baptists  in  Virginia^  and  a  brief  Account  of  the 
first  Company  of  the  Denomination^  who  settled  in  it. 

Virginia  is  famous  for  being  the  oldest  State  in  th^.. 
Union,  for  always  containing  the  largest  number  of  in* 
habitants,  for  producing  many  distinguished  statesmen ;   ^./ 
and,  for  about  thirty  years,  it  has  been  distinguished  for  ^ 
containing  within  its  bounds  a  larger  number  of  the 
Baptist  denomination,  than  any  of  the  other  States. 

"  The  first  settlers  of  this  country  were  emigrants 
from  England,  of  the  English  church,  just  at  a  point  of 
time,  when  it  was  flushed  with  complete  victory  over 
the  religious  of  all  other  persuasions."  Possessed  as 
they  became,  of  the  powers  of  making,  administering^^ 
and  executing  the  laws,  they  shewed  equal  intolerance ' 
in  this  country,  with  their  Presbyterian  brethren,  who 
had  emigrated  to  the  northern  government. 

^'  The  Episcopalians  retsdned  full  possession  of  the 
country  about  a  century.  Other  opinions  began  to 
creep  in  ;  and  the  great  care  of  the  government  to  sup- 
port their  own  church,  having  begotten  an  equal  degree 
of  indolence  in  its  clergy,  two  thirds  pf  the  people  had 
become  dissenters  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion. The  laws  indeed  were  still  oppressive  on  them  ; 
but  the  spirit  of  the  one  party  had  subsided  into  mode- 
ration, and  of  the  other,  had  risen  to  a  degree  of  deter- 
mination which  commanded  respect/'* 
.  We  cannot  learn  that  any  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Virginia  were  Baptists,  nor  do  we  find  any  of  this  de- 
nomination in  the  country,  until  more  than  a  century 
after  its  settlement.  The  accounts  of  their  origin  in  the 
State,  vary  in  dates  and  some  other  little  matters  ;  but 
^the  following  statement,  I  believe,  is  the.  most  correct  •' 
and  circumstantial  which  can  be  obtained  at  this  late  pe-  "' 
riod. 

In  consequence  of  letters  from  Virginia,  Robert  Nor- 
din  and  Thomas  White  were  ordained  in  London,  in  . 
May,  1714,  and  soon  sailed  for  Virginia.    But  White    « 

♦  Mo^se^  Ga^aphy,  vd.  1. 3d  ed.  p.  625. 
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died  by  the  way,  and  Nordin  arrived  in  Virginia,  and 
gathered  a  church  at  a  place  called  Burley,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  There  were,  probably,  a  num- 
ber of  Baptists  settled  in  this  place  before  the  arrival  of 
Nordin,  by  whose  request,  and  for  the  service  of  whom, 

'^e  and  White  were  ordained,  and  undertook  the  distant 

J. -'voyage ;  but  who,  or  how  many  these  were,  or  how 
long  they  had  been  there,  are  inquiries  which  we  cannot 

.^  answer. 

Mr.  Nordin  continued  preaching  at  Burley  and  other 
places,  until  he  died  in  a  good  old  age  in  1725.  Two 
years  after  his  death,  viz.  in  1 727,  Casper  Mintz  and 
Richard  Jones,  both  preachers,  arrived  from  England, 
and  settled  with  the  church  at  Burley,  aftd  Jones  be- 
came  their  pastor.  Both  of  these  ministers  were  living 
in  1756,  as  appears  by  a  letter  which  this  church  sent  at 
that  time,  to  th^  Philadelphia  Association. 

In  the  year  1 7^^ j  as  appears  by  a  letter  sent  by  Rev, 
Paul  Palmer,  from  Noth-Cardina,  to  Rev.  John  Comer, 
of  Newport,  Rhode-Island,  there  was,  besides  the  church 
at  Burley,  another  in  the  county  of  Surry.  Respecting 
these  churches,  Mr.  Palmer  wrote  as  follows :  •^  There 
is  a  comely  little  church  in  the  Me  of  Wight  county,  of 
about  thirty  or  forty  members,  the  Elder  of  which  is 
one  Richard  Jones,  a  very  sensible  old  gentleman,  whom 
I  have  great  love  for.  We  see  each  other  at  every 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  sometimes  more  often.  There  is 
another  church  in  Surry  county,  where  my  brother 
Jones  lives,  I  suppose  of  about  thirty  more.**  ' 

How  long  these  churches  continued  in  existence,  I 
cannot  exactly  learn.  Respecting  the  one  in  the  county  .. 
of  Surry,  no  information  can  be  obtained,  except  what  is 
found  in  Mr.  Palmer's  letter.  The  one  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  continued  on 
th'e  ground  where  it  was  established  between  forty  and 
'fifty  years,  when,  according  to  Morgan  Edwards's  ac-  ^ 

■"  count,  it  was  broken  up,  partly  by  sickness,  and  partly  * 
by  the  reasoval  of  families  from  hence  to  North-Caro- 
lina, whiere  they  gained  many  proselytes,  and  in  ten 
years  became  sixteen  churches.  They  were  all  General 
Baptists;  but  in  a  few  years  after  their  settlement  in 
North.Ca!iplina,  they  began  to  embrace  the  Calvinistick 
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sentiments,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  history  of  the  Baptists 
in  that  State.  In  1756,  the  church  at  Burley  sent  the 
following  letter  to  the  Philadelphia  Association  : 

"  The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Isle  of  Wight  countyi 
holding  adult  baptism,  &c«  to  the  Reverend  and  Gener- 
al Assembly  or  Association  at  Philadelphia,  send  greet- 
ing. We  the  abovementioned  church,  confess  ourselves 
to  be  under  clouds  of  darkness,  concerning  the  faith  of 
Jesus  Christ,  not  knowing  whether  we  are  on  the  right 
foundation,  and  the  church^much  unsettled  ;  wherefore^ 
we  desire  alliance  with  you,  and  that  you  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  send  us  helps,  to  settle  the  church,  and  rectify 
what  may  be  wr6ng  ;  and  subscribe  ourselves,  your  lov* 
ing  brethren  in  Christ,  Casper  Mintz,  Richard  Jones^ 
Randal  Allen,  Joseph  Mattgum,  Christopher  Atkinson^ 
Benjamin  Atkinson,  David  Atldnson,  Thomas  Cafer, 
Samuel  Jones,  William  Jordan,  John  Allen,  John  Powell, 
Joseph  Atkinson. — Dec.  27,  1756."       ^ 

This  is  the  last  account  I  can  find  of  this  church  ; 
what  was  done  by  the  Association  in  their  case  I  do  not 
find.  Messrs.  Miller,  Vanhorn,  and  Gano,  travelled  fre« 
^uently  into  Virginia  and  North- Carolina^  about  this 
time,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  disordered 
churches,  and  it  is  probable,  that  in  some  of  their  jour- 
nies,  they  visited  this  one  which  made  such  an  honest 
confession  of  their  deplorable  state. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  company  of  Baptists  suffer- 
ed any  persecution  or  civil  embarrassments,  from  the  time 
of  their  settlement  in  Virginia  to  that  of  their  disper- 
sion. They  probably  obtained  legal  licenses  for  their 
assemblies,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  toleration. 

As  this  community  appears  to  have  been  transferred 
from'  Virginia  to  North-Carolina,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  history  of  the  Baptists  in  that  State,  where  a 
more  particular  account  of  them  will  be  given. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

History  of  the  second  Company  of  Baptists ^  in  Virginia^  who 
emigrated  hither  from  Maryland  ;  together  with  a  general 
Account  of  the.  Regular  Baptists^  from  their  Commencement 
in  Virginia  to  the  present  Time. 

Th£  next  appearance  of  the  Baptists  in  this  State, 
was  in  the  northern  pans  of  it,  in  the  counties  of  Burk« 
ley,  Kockingham,  and  Loudon,  on  the  ground,  which 
was  afterwards  occupied  by  the  Regular  Baptists.  Be- 
tween the  years  1743  ixid  1756,  three  chtirches  were 
gathered  in  these  counties,  by  the  names  of  Opeckon, 
which  was  afterwards  called  Millcreek,  Smith's  and 
LynviUe^s  creek,  stnd  Ketockton.  A  brief  account  of 
the  origin  df  these  churches  will  now  be  given. 

The  church  on  Opeckon  creek  appears  to  have  been 
the  oldest  of  the  three,  and  was  jgathered  and  renovsued 
in  the  following  oiannet.  In  the  year  1743,  a  ntimber 
of  the  members  of  the  General  Baptist  church  at  Ches* 
nut  Ridge,  in  Maryland,  removed  to  Virginia,  and  settled 
in  this  place ;  the  most  noted  of  whom  were  Edward 
Hays  and  Thomas  Yates.  Soon  after  their  removal, 
their  minister,  Henry  Loveall,  followed  them,  and  bap^ 
tized  about  fifteen  persons,  whom  he  formed  into  a 
church  on  the  Arminian  plaiu  Mr.  Loveall,  becoming 
licentious  in  his  life,  was  turned  out  of  the  church,*  and 
returned  to  Maryland ;  and  the  church  was  broken  up, 
or  rather  transformed  into  a  church  of  Particular  Bap- 
tists, in  1751,  by  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Messrs. 
James  Miller,  David  Thomas,  and  John  Gano,  who  was, 
at  that  time,  very  young.  Mr.  Miller  had  visited  this 
church  in  some  of  his  former  journies,  and  had  been  in- 
strumental of  much  good  among  them  ;  and  when  they, 
in  their  troubles  occasioned  by  Loveall's  misconduct,  pe<* 
titioned  the  Philadelphia  Association  for  some  assistance, 
he  and  Mr.  Thomas  were  appointed  by  the  Association 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  Gano,  though  not  appointed, 
chose  to  accompany  them.  The  account  of  this  transac* 
tion  is  thus  given  by  Mr.  Gano :  **  We  examined  them, 
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and  found  that  they  were  not  a  regular  church.  Wft 
then  examined  those  who  offered  themselves  for  the 
purpose,  and  those  who  gave  us  satisfaction,  we  re- 
ceived, and  constituted  a  new  church.  Out  of  the 
whole  who  offered  themselves,  there  were  only  three 
recrived.  Some  openly  declared,  they  knew  they 
could  not  give  an  account  of  experiencing  a  work  of 
grace,  and  therefore  need  not  offer.  Others  stood 
ready  to  offer,  if  a  church  was  formed.  The  three  be- 
ibrementioned  were  constituted,  and  six  more  were 
baptized  and  joined  with  them.  After  the  meeting 
ended,  a  number  of  old  members  went  aside  and  sent 
for  me.  They  expressed  their  deplorable  state,  and 
asked  roe  if  I  would  meet  with  them  that  evening,  and 
try  to  instruct  them.  They  were  afraid  the  minis- 
ters blamed  them.  They  had  been  misled,  but  it  was 
not  their  £iult,  and  they  hoped  I  would  pity  them.  I 
tdd  them  I  would  with  all  my  heart,  and  endeavoured 
to  remove  their  suspicion  of  the  ministers.  They  met^ 
and  I  spoke  to  them  from  these  words,  **  They^  being  ig* 
n&rant  of  GotPs  righteousness y  and  going  about  to  establish 
their  own  righteousness^  have  not  submitted  themselves  unto 
the  righteousness  of  God."  I  hope  I  was  assisted  to  speak 
to  them  in  an  impressive  manner  j  and  they  to  hear,  at 
least  some  of  them,  so  as  to  live.  They  afterwarck  pro- 
fessed, and  became  zealous  members,  and  remained  so, 
I  believe,  until  their  deaths.*'* 

It  was  in  the  bounds  of  this  church,  that  Steams  and 
Marshal  met  on  their  way  to  North-Carolina.  At  thb 
time,  Samuel  Heaton  was  their  pastor,  and  acted  in  that 
capacity  until  1754,  when  he  removed  to  Konolowa, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Garrard^ 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  who  became  the  most  distinguished  pastor  the 
church  had  hitherto  enjoyed.  The  Opeckon  churcl^ 
united  with  the  Philadelphia  Association,  soon  after  its 
renovation  in  1751.  They  became  very  warm  and  ajoti- 
mated  in  their  religious  exercises,  and  more  particular* 
ly  so,  after  Mr.  Marshal  and  the  zealous  Separates  came 
amongst  them ;  and  they  soon  went  to  such  lengths  in 
their  New-Light  career,  that  some  of  the  less  en^ge^ 
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tnembers  lodged  a  complaint  against  them  in  the  Asso- 
ciation to  which  they  belonged.  Mr.  Miller  was  again 
sent  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  their  difficulties.  When 
he  came,  he  was  highly  delighted  with  the  exercises, 
joined  them  cordially,  and  said,  if  he  had  such  warm- 
hearted christians  in  his  church,  he  would  not  take  gold 
for  them.  He  charged  those  who  had  complained,  rath- 
er to  nourish  than  complain  of  such  ^ifts.  The  work 
of  God  revived  among  them,  and  considerable  additions 
were  made  to  the  church.  The  country,  in  which  they 
had  settled,  was  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  was  subject 
to  the  inroads  of  the  Indians.  Some  of  these  savage 
eruptions  took  j^e  not  long  after  Mr.  Garrard  had  set- 
tled among  them ;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  and 
many  of  the  church  removed  below  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
resided  for  some  time  in  Loudon  county,  on  Ketockton 
creek.  This  evil  was  overruled  for  good  ;  for  by  the  la* 
bours  of  Mr.  Garrard  in  his  new  residence,  to  which, 
(yy  |he  barbarous  intruders,  he  was  obliged  to  repair, 
many  were  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  salvation,  and  a 
church  was  formed,  which  was  called  Ketockton,  in 
1756,  and  Mr.  Garrard  became  their  pastor. 

The  Smith's  and  Lynville's  creek  church,  afterwards 
called  Smith's  creek^  is  said  to  have  been  constituted 
also  in  1 756.  There  were  some  Baptist  families  in  this 
I^e  as  early  as  1745,  eleven  years  before  the  church 
was  organized,  but  from  what  place  they  emigrated,  we 
are  not  informed ;  only  it  is  stated  that  one  John  Harri- 
son, wishing  to  be  baptized,  went  as  far  as  Oyster  bay, 
on  Long-Island,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  to  obtain  an 
administrator.  As  there  were  Baptist  churches  and 
ministers  much  nearer,  the  presumption  is,  that  he,  ii 
JDO  others,  had  removed  from  that  place.* 

*  I  have  followed  Mr.  Sempk  with  regard  to  the  time  of  the  constkutkD  of 
tlie  Ketockton  and  Smith's  creek  churches.  But  according  to  Mr.  Gano's  ac- 
count, one  of  them  must  have  been  formed  at  least  five  or  six  years  before ; 
•Wtikh  of  them  I  cannot  tell,  for  his  account  b  veiy  indefinite.  But  it  appears 
to  0^  certain,  that  before  the  year  1751,  tliere  was  a  young  church  which  had 
been  constituted  somewhere  m  this  region  by  David  Thomas,  i9hkh  had  no 
pastor,  and  which  in  that  year  ^'i^liod  to  the  Philadelphia  Association  for 
some  one  to  administer  the  ordinances  amongst  them.**  Mr.  Gano  also  men- 
tions, in  his  account  of  hb  ioumey  to  the  southward,  immcdbtely  after  his  cyr- 
dhuukvi  in  1754,  that  the  church  at  Blue  Ridge  applied  to  the  Pluladelphia  As- 
lOciaUon,  ?cc.  Gano's  life,  pp.  40—55. 
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We  must  date  the  origin  of  the  Regular  Baptists  ia 
Virginia  about  the  year  1750,  but  it  was  not  until  ten 
years  after,  that  they  began  to  flourish  and  prevail  to 
any  considerable  extent.  In  1760,  David  Thomas,  who 
had  often  vbited  the  State  before,  in  his  evangelical  ex- 
cursions, now  removed  from  Pennsylvania,  and  became 
a  resident  in  it,  where  he  acted  ^  most  distinguished 
part  for  thirty  years ;  when  he  removed  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  living,  but  almost  blind,  in  1 809.  As 
this  eminent  servant  of  God,  if  yet  living,  must  be  eigh- 
ty years  old,  and  can  therefore  be  but  httle  affected  by 
the  praises  or  censures  of  men,  we  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  saying  more  about  him  in  the  following  narrative, 
than  we  generally  intend  to  say  of  the  living. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  born  August  16,  1732,  at  Loudon 
Tract,  Pennsylvania,  and  had  his  education  at  Hopewell, 
New- Jersey,  under  the  famous  Isaac  Eaton,  and  so  con* 
siderable  were  his  literary  acquirements,  that  the  Rhode- 
Island  College  (now  Brown  University)  conferred  on 
him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

Mr.  Thomas  made  his  first  stand  in  Virginia,  in  Berk- 
ley county,  with,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Opeckon  or  Millcreek  church ;  but  in  1 762,  he  remov- 
ed to  the  county  of  Fauquier,  and  became  the  pastor  of 
the  Broadrun  church,  which  was  gathered  soon  after  he 
removed  to  the  place* 

The  origin  of  the  Broadrun  church,  and  the  manner 
in  which  Mr.  Thomas  was  introduced  among  them,  are 
related  as  follow.  A  short  time  previous  to  his  re- 
moving to  Virginia,  two  men  in  this  region,  without 
any  publick  preaching,  became  much  concerned  about 
their  souls  and  eternal  things,  were  convinced  of  the 
reality  of  vital  religion,  and  that  they  were  destitute  of 
it.  While  labouring  under  these  convictions,  they 
heard  of  the  Baptists,  (New-Lights,  as  some  called  them) 
in  Berkley  county,  and  set  out  in  search  of  them ;  and 
after  travelling  about  sixty  miles  over  a  rough  and 
mountainous  way,  they  arrived  amongst  them,  and  by 
their  preaching  and  conversation  were  much  enlighten- 
ed and  comforted,  and  were  so  happy  as  to  find  what 
had  hitherto  to  them  been  mysterious,  how  a  weary  and 
heavy  laden  sinner  might  have  rest.     The  name  of  one 
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of  these  men  %vas  Peter  Cornwell,  who  afterwards  lived 
to  a  good  old  age,  and  was  so  eminent  for  his  piety,  as 
to  receive  from  his  neighbours  and  acquaintance  the  ti« 
tie  of  «*  Saint  Peter.*'*  It  is  related  by  Mr.  Edwarda, 
**  that  this  Peter  Cornwell  induced  Edmund  Hays  (the 
same  man  who  removed  from  Maryland  to  Virginia,  io 
1743)  to  remove  and  settle  near  him,  and  that  inter* 
views  between  the  families  of  these  two  men  were  fre- 
quent, and  their  conversation  religious  and  devout ;  in- 
somuch that  it  soon  began  to  be  talked  of  abroad  as  a 
very  strange  thing.  Many  came  to  see  them,  to  whom 
they  related  what  God  had  done  for  their  soiUs,  exhort- 
ed, prayed,  and  read  the  Bible,  and  other  good  books,^ 
to  the  spreading  of  seriousness  through  the  whole  neigh* 
bourhood."  CornweU  and  his  com[>anion,  (whose  name 
is  not  mentioned)  in  a  short  time  made  a  second  visit 
to  Berkley,  and  were  baptized ;  and  Divine  Providence 
had  so  ordered  matters,  that  in  this  visit  they  met  with 
Mr.  Thomas,  whom  they  invited  to  go  down  and  preach 
amongst  them.  He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  settled 
with  them,  as  before  related,  and  soon  became  the  irx^ 
strument  of  diffusing  gospel  light  in  Fauquier  and  the 
adjacent  counties,  where  ignorance  and  superstition  had 
long  prevailed* 

Mr.  Thomas  is  S2ud  to  have  been  a  minister  of  great 
distinction  in  the  prime  of  his  days ;  for  besides  the  na- 
tural endowments  of  a  strong  and  vigorous  mind,  and 
the  advantages  of  a  classical  apd  refined  education,  he 
had  a  melodious  and  piercing  voice,  pathetic  address, 
expressive  action,  and,  above  all,  a  heart  filled  with  love 
to  God  and  his  fellow-men,  whom  he  saw  overwhelmed 
in  sin  and  misery.  But  for  a  few  of  the  first  years  of 
his  ministry  in  Virginia,  he  met  with  much  rustick  per- 
secution from  the  rude  inhabitants,  who,  as  a  satirical 
historian  observes,  ^'  had  not  wit  enough  to  fin  in  a  genteel 
manner.*'^ 

Outrageous  mobs  and  individuals  frequently  assault* 
ed  and  disturbed  him.  Once  he  was  pulled  down  as  he 
was  preaching,  and  dragged  out  of  doors  in  a  barbaroua 
manner.    At  another  time  a  malevolent  fellow  attempts 
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^d  to  shoot  him,  btit  a  by-stander  wrenched  the  gun 
from  him,  and  thereby  prevented  the  execution  of  his 
wicked  purpose.  ^^  The  slanders  and  revilings/'  says 
Mr.  Edwards,  ^^  which  he  met  with,  are  innumerable  ; 
and  if  we  may^udge  of  a  man's  prevalency  against  the 
devil,  by  the  rage  of  the  devil's  children,  Thomas  pre- 
vailed like  a  prince/'  But  the  gospel  flourished  and 
prevailed ;  and  Broadrun  church,  of  which  he  was  pastor^ 
in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  years  from  its  establish** 
ment,  branched  out,  and  became  the  mother  of  five  or 
six  others.  The  Chappawomsick  church  was  constituted 
from  that  at  Broadrun,  in  1 766.  The  Baptists  in  this 
church  met  with  the  most  violent  opposition.  One  Rob- 
ert Ashly  and  his  gang,  (consisting  of  about  40)  combin- 
ed against  them,  with  the  most  determined  and  enven- 
omed hostility.  Once  they  came  to  harass  them  at 
their  worship,  and  entered  the  house  with  violence ; 
but  some  stout  fellows,  not  able  to  bear  the  insult,  took 
Ashly  by  the  neck  and  heels,  and  threw  him  out  of 
doors.  This  infernal  conspiracy  continued  to  vent  their 
rage  against  the  Baptists,  by  throwing  a  live  snake  into 
the  midst  of  them  at  one  time,  and  a  hornet's  nest  at 
another,  while  they  were  at  worship ;  and  at  another 
time  they  brought  fire-arms  to  disperse  them.  But 
Ashly  dying,  soon  after,  in  a  miserable  manner,  struck 
a  damp  on  their  mischievous  designs,  and  procured  qui- 
etness for  a  while  to  the  poor  sunerers,  whom  the  civil 
powers  left  to  the  mercy,  or  rather  to  the  rage  and  in- 
solence of  such  an  infuriated  banditti. 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  Thomas.  He  travelled  much, 
and  the  fame  of  his  preaching  drew  the  attention  of 
peofde  throughout  an  extensive  circle ;  and  they  trav* 
elled,  in  many  instances,  fifty  and  sixty  miles  to  hear 
him.  It  is  remarkable,  that  about  this  time,  there  were 
multiplied  instances,  in  different  parts  of  Virginia,  of 
persons,  who  had  never  heard  any  thing  like  evangelic- 
al preaching,  who  were  brought,  through  divine  grace, 
to  see  and  feel  their  want  of  vital  godliness.  Many  of 
these  persons,  when  they  heard  Mr.  Thomas  and  other 
Baptist  preachers,  would  travel  great  distances  to  hear 
them,  and  to  procure  their  services  in  their  own  neigh- 
bourhoods.   By  this  means,  the  gospel  was  first  earned 
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into  the  county  of  Culpepper.  Mr.  Allen  Wyley,  a 
man  of  respectable  standing  in  that  county,  had  been 
thus  turned  to  God ;  and  not  knowing  of  any  spiritual 
preacher,  he  had,  sometimes,  gathered  his  neighbours, 
and  read  the  Scriptures,  and  exhorted  them  to  repent- 
ance ;  but  hearing,  after  a  while,  of  Mr.  Thomas,  he 
and  some  of  his  neighbours  travelled  to  Fauquier  to 
hear  him.  As  soon  as  he  heard  him,  he  knew  the  joy- 
ful sound,  submitted  to  baptism,  and  invited  him  to 
preach  at  his  house.  He  came  ;  but  the  opposition  from 
the  wicked  was  so  great  that  he  could  not  preach.  He 
went  into  the  county  of  Orange,  and  preached  several 
times,  and  to  much  purpose.  Having,  however,  urgent 
calls  to  preach  in  various  other  places,  and  being  much 
opposed  and  persecuted,  he  did  not  attend  here  as  often 
as  was  wished.  On  this  account  it  was,  that  Mr.  Wy- 
ley  went  to  Pittsylvania,  to  procure  the  labours  of 
Samuel  Harris ;  an  account  of  which  will  be  given  in 
the  history  of  the  Separates.  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr. 
Garrard,  sometimes  together  and  sometimes  apart,  trav- 
elled and  propagated  the  pure  principles  of  Christianity 
in  all  the  upper  counties  of  the  Northern  Neck ;  but 
Mr.  Thomas  was  far  the  most  active. 

The  priests  and  friends  of  the  establishment,  viewed 
with  a  jealous  eye  these  successful  exertions  of  the  Bap- 
tists,  and  adopted  various  methods  to  embarrass  and  de- 
feat them.  The  clergy  often  attacked  the  preachers 
from  the  pulpit ;  called  them  false  prophets,  wolves  in 
sheeps'  clothing,  and  many  other  hard  names  equally 
unappropriate  and  slanderous.  But  unfortunately  for 
them,  the  Baptists  retorted  these  charges,  by  professing 
to  believe  their  own  articles ;  at  least,  the  leading  ones, 
and  charged  them  with  denying  them  ;  a  charge  which 
they  coulci  easily  substantiate :  for  the  doctrines  most 
complained  of,  as  advanced  by  the  Baptists,  were  obvi- 
ously laid  down  in  the  common  prayer-book. 

When  they  could  not  succeed  by  arguments,  they 
adopted  more  violent  measures.  Sometimes  the  preach- 
ers, and  even  some  who  only  read  sermons  and  prayed 
publickly,  were  carried  before  magistrates,  and  though 
not  committed  to  prison,  were  sharply  reprimanded, 
and  cautioned  not  to  be  righteous  overmuch. 


^       ^ 
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In  two  insbnced  only,  does  it  appear,  that  any  person 
in  these  parts,  was  actually  imprisoned  on  account  of 
feligion,  although  they  suffered  much  abuse  and  perse- 
cution from  outrageous  mobs  and  malicious  individuals* 
The  one,  it  seems,  was  a  licensed  exhorter,  and  was  ar- 
rested for  exhorting  at  a  licensed  meeting-hduse»  The 
ma^trate  sent  him  to  jail,  >Arhere  he  was  kept  until 
court ;  but  the  court,  upon  knowing  the  circumstances, 
discharged  him.  The  other  was  James  Ireland,  who  was 
imprisoned  in  Culpepper  jail,  and  in  other  respects 
treated  very  ill.  At  the  time  of  his  imprisonment,  Mr. 
Ireland  was  a  Separate  Baptist,  but  he  afterv^ards  joined 
the  Regulars.  The  reasons  why  the  Regular  Baptists 
were  not  so  much  persecuted  as  the  Separates  was,  that 
they  had;  at  an  early  date,  applied  to  the  General  Court, 
and  obtained  licenses  for  particular  places  of  preaching, 
under  the  toleration  law  of  England  ;  but  few  of  their 
enemies  knew  the  extent  of  these  licenses  ;  most  sup- 
posing, that  they  were  by  them,  authorized  to  preach 
any  where  in  the  county. 

The  Regulars  were  considered  less  enthusiastick  than 
the  Separates.  They  were  frequently  visited  by  a  num- 
ber of  eminent  and  influential  ministers  from  the  Phil- 
adelphia Association,  and  they  also  had,  at  their  head^ 
the  learned  and  eloquent  David  Thomas,  who,  after 
stemming  the  torrent  of  prejudices  and  opposition  for  a 
few  years,  acquired  an  extensive  feme  and  great  weight 
of  character,  even  in  the  eyes  of  his  enemies ;  and  was 
the  means  of  procuring  a  degree  of  quietude  and  respec- 
tability for  his  reproached  and  persecuted  brethren* 
But  in  the  most  persecuting  times,  the  baptist  cause  still 
flourished,  and  the  work  of  grace  progressed.  New 
churches  were  constituted,  and  young  preachers  were 
raised  up.  Of  these,  none  were  more  distinguished 
than  Richard  Major,  although  he  was  pa^t  the  meridiaxi 
of  life  before  he  embarked  in  the  ministry.  He  S)eem$ 
to  have  made  such  good  use  of  his  time,  that  he  did 
more  in  the  vineyard  than  many  who  had  toiled  all  thd 
day.  Daniel  and  William  Fristoe,  Jeremiah  Moore,  and 
others,  were  early  fruits  of  Elder  Thomas's  ministry. 
These  young  heralds,  uniting  their  endeavours  witli 
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those  of  the  more  experienced,  became  zealous  labour-'' 
ers  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Before  the  year  1770,  the  Regular  Baptists  were 
spread  over  the  whole  country,  in  the  Northern  Neck 
above  Fredericksburg.  Between  1770  and  1780,  their 
cords  still  continued  to  be  lengthened.  Mr.  Lunsford, 
a  young  but  extraordinary  preacher,  carried  the  tidings 
of  peace  downwards,  and  planted  the  Redeemer's  stand- 
ard in  those  counties  of  the  Northern  Neck  which  are 
below  Fredericksburg.  Messrs.  Corbley,  Sutton,  and 
Barnet,  had  moved  over  the  Alleghany,  and  had  raised 
up  several  churches  in  the  northwest  counties,  as  early 
as  nl5.  Mr.  John  Alderson  had  gone,  in  1777,  to 
Greenbrier,  and  in  a  few  years  raised  up  a  people  for 
God  in  that  region.  Besides  these,  there  were  some 
others,  who  moved  more  southward,  and  raised  up  a 
few  churches. 

During  the  time  of  the  great  declension  of  religion 
among  the  Virginia  Baptists,  which  prevailed  soon  after 
the  dose  of  the  war,  the  Regulars  were  under  the  cloud  as 
well  as  their  brethren  the  Separates  ;  and  they  also  par- 
ticipated in  the  great  revival  in  1785>  and  some  years 
following. 

An  account  of  the  present  state  of  religion  amongst 
the  churches  and  people  who  were  formerly  called  Reg- 
ular Baptists,  will  be  given  in  the  general  observations 
with  which  we  shall  conclude  the  history  of  this  State. 
But  before  wci  dose  this  chapter,  it  is  proper  to  give  a 
brief  history  of  the  Ketockton  Association^  together  with 
those  Assodations  which  have  originated  from  it^ 

The  Ketockton  Association  was  formed  in  1766,  and 
was  the  £tfth  Association  of  Calvinistick  Baptists  in  Amer- 
ica. The  Philadelphia,  the  Charleston,  Sandy-creek,  and 
Kehukee  Assodations  were  formed  before  it ;  and  besides 
these  was  the  Rhode-Island  Yearly  Meeting  of  Arminian 
Baptists.  This  Association  contained  but  four  churches 
at  the  time  of  ks  organisation,  viz.  the  Mill-creek,  the 
SmithVcreek,  the  Ketockton,  and  Broadrun ;  the  three 
first  of  which  were  dismissed  from  the  Philadelphia  As- 
sodation,  with  which  body  thev  united  soon  atter  they 
were  constituted.    These  churches  held  Yearly  Meeting 
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for  a  number  of  years  before  they  were  organized  into  axi 
Association.* 

Very  few  things  appear  to  have  transpired  in  the  pro* 
gress  of  this  body,  worthy  of  being  detailed.  It  adopted 
the  Philadelphia  confession  of  £aith  at  its  commencement, 
and  progressed  with  order,  regularity,  and  propriety.  It 
also  experienced  an  annual  increase  of  churches  and  mem- 
bers, during  what  may  be  termed  the  rise  of  the  Paptists, 
in  the  region  in  which  it  was  situated,  although  it  did  not 
increase  so  rapidly  as  many  new  Associations  have  done. 

In  1 789  a  temporary  division  of  this  body  was  made, 
and  a  new  Association,  called  Cappawamsick,  was  taken 
from  it ;  but  for  some  cause,  which  is  not  related,  both 
bodies  re-united  in  1792.  The  union  with  the  Separate 
Baptists,  which  the  Regulars  long  sought  and  desired,  and 
which  was  happily  effected  in  1787,  by  delegates  from  this 
Association,  will  be  mentioned  in  the  history  of  that  com- 
munity. 

It  is  said  by  Rev.  William  Fristoe,  the  historian  of  this 
Association,  that  about  40  churches  have  joined  it  from 
first  to  last,  and  that  at  one  time  the  churches  were  scat- 
tered over  an  extent  of  country,  about  300  miles  in  length^^ 
and  100  in  breadth.!  But  as  a  number  of  churches  have 
been  dismissed  to  unite  with  other  Associations,  its  bounds 
^re  now  much  contracted. 

In  1775,  four  churches  were  dismissed  froin  thi$  Asso- 
ciation, for  thjc  purpose  of  forming  the  Redstone  Associ- 
ation, in  the  back  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  history 
has  already  been  given :  and  in  1793,  a  pumber  of 
churches  more  were  distnissed  to  unite  with  some  others, 
who  originated  fron;  the  Separates,  in  forming  an  Associ- 
ation, which  was  called  Greenbrier,  which  lie3  in  the  back 
and  mountainous  pa^-ts  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  John  Alderson,  whose  father  removed  from  New- 
Jersey,  and  became  the  first  pastor  of  the  Smith's-creek 
church,  began,  in  1 775,  to  visit  the  region  i;i  which  the 
Greenbrier  Association  i$  now  situated,  when  the  country 
was  u\  a  wilderness  condition,  both  in  a  natural  and  spiritual 

*  Aspland  and  EdwaidB  date  the  beginnmg  of  this  Assodatkm  in  1765  ^ 

b^  Semple's  account,  the  churches  were  in  this  year  dismisaed  from  the  PbiU^- 
ddphia,  and  organized  the  year  after. 


t  Fiistoe's  I&t  of  tlie  i^fetockton  Assoc,  p.  ;G, 


86  John  Aldersm^-^Jasiab  Oshurne^ 

srase.  ifaving  met  with  some  success  and  encourage- 
menty  he,  in  1777,  removed  his  £ami)y  into  those  parts, 
and  in  a  few  years  had  the  happiness  of  being  ipstru- 
mental  in  planting  a  number  of  churches.  What  appears 
to  be  the  inost  remarkable  event  in  his  history  in  this 
region  is,  that  although  he  travelled  piuch  throughout 
an  extensive  circle,  yet  for  seven  years  after  his  settle- 
ment here,  he  never  saw  nor  heard  any  Baptist  preach- 
er but  himself*  The  inhabitants  pf  this  uncultivated 
wilderness  werc^  interrupted  by  the  ravages  pf  the  In- 
dians, soon  after  Ailr.  Aldersop  settled  among  them, 
and  were  obliged  to  keep  shut  up  in  fprts,  for  the  ^acQ 
of  four  years.  During  which  time,  this  laborious  min- 
ister, generally  attended  by  a  (imall  guard,  travelled 
throuf^  the  dangerous  ^ilds  from  one  fort  to  another, 
continually  exposed  to  the  lurking  savages,  to  preac)i  the 
gospel  to  the  self-confined  prisoners. 

Mr.  Josiah  Qsbourne  is  one  pf  the  ministers  of  this 
Association,  who  is  remarkable  for  having  published  a 

fiece  ip  defence  of  the  peculiar  sentiments  of  the  Bap- 
ists,  in  the  coll^uial  strain,  under  the  title  of  David 
and  Goliath.  T^iis  piece,  written  by  an  obscure  and  al- 
most altogether  illiterate  man,  is  considered  by  many, 
as  one  of  the  best  treatises  on  baptism  that  has  ever  been 
published,  and  for  perspicuity  and  force  of  argument, 
certainly  excels  many  of  the  elaborate  productions  of 
learned  divines. 

The  Union  Association  lies  wholly  in  Virginia,  and  in 
the  northwest  part  of  the  State,  and  is  in  what  were 
formerly  the  bounds  of  the  Ketockton  Association  ;  but 
all  the  diurches  which  formed  it  were  dismissed  from 
the  Redstone  Association.  The  names  and  numbers  of 
these  churches,  their  number  of  members,  their  pastors, 
and  the  counties  in  which  they  are  situated,  will  be  giv- 
ep  in  the  table  of  Associations. 
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General  History  rf  all  the  Separate  Baptists  in  Virginia^ 
NortbmCarolina^  S/wtlhCarolinaj  and  Georgia^  from  tha 
Time  of  their  Element  at  Sandy-Creek^  Nortb-Carolina, 
1755^  to  the  Division  of  their  extensive  Connexiony  in  1770. 

Thb  appellation  of  Separates  first  began  to  be  given  to 
a  set  of  Pedobaptist  rdbrmei'Sy  whose  evangelical  zeal  was 
produced  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  famous  George 
Whitefiekl,  and  other  eminent  itinerant  preachers  of  that 
day,  and  who  began  their  extraordinary  career  about  the 
year  1740.  Soon  after  these  reformers,  who  were  at 
first  called  New-Lights,  and  afterwards  Separates,  were 
organised  into  distinct  Societies,  they  were  joined  by  Shu* 
bael  Steams,  a  native  of  Boston,  (Mass.)  who,  becoming 
a  preacher,  laboured  among  them  until  1751,  when  he 
embraced  the  sentiments  of  the  Baptists,  as  many  others 
of  the  Pedobaptist  Separates  did  about  this  time,  and  soon 
after  was  baptized  by  Rev,  Wait  Palmer.  Mr.  Stearn$ 
was  ordained  the  same  year  in  Tolland,  (Conn.)  the  town 
in  which  he  was  baptized,  by  the  said  Wait  Palmer  and 
Joshua  Morse,  the  former  being  pastor  of  the  church  in^ 
Stonington,  and  the  latter  of  New-London,  in  Connec- 
ticut. 

Mr.  Stearns  and  most  of  the  Separates  had  strong  faith 
in  the  immediate  teachings  of  the  Spirit.  They  believ- 
ed, that  to  those  who  sought  hiui  earnestly,  God  often 
gave  evident  tok^s  of  his  will.  That  such  indications 
of  the  divine  pleasure,  partaking  of  the  nature  of  inspira- 
tion, were  above,  though  not  contrary  to  reason,  and  that 
following  these,  still  leaning  in  every  step  upon  the  same 
wisdom  and  power  by  which  they  were  first  actuated, 
they  would  inevitably  be  led  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
two  great  objects  of  a  Christian's  life,  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  salvation  of  men.  Mr.  Steams,  listening  to 
some  of  these  instructions  of  Heaven,  as  he  esteemed 
them,  conceived  himself  called  upqn  by  the  Almighty,  to 
move  far  to  the  westward,  to  execute  a  great  alid  exten- 
$ive  work.  Incited  by  his  impressions,  m  the  year  17*54, 
he  and  a  few  of  his  members,  took  their  leave   of  Ne\v> 
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England.  He  halted  first  at  Opeckon,  in  Berkley 
county,  Virginia^  where  he  found  a  Baptist  church  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  Garrard,  who  received  him 
kindly.  Here  also  he  met  his  brother  ^in-law,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Marshall,  who  was  also  a  Separate,  and  of  whom 
much  will  be  said  in  the  history  of  the  southern  Baptists, 
just  returned  from  his  mission  among  the  Indians,  and 
who,  after  his  arrival  at  this  place,  had  become  a  Baptist. 
They  joined  companies,  and  settled  for  a  while  on  Caca- 
pou,  in  Hampshire  county,  about  SO  miles  from  Winches* 
ter.  Here,  Stearns  not  meeting  with  his  expected  sue-' 
cess,  felt  restless.  Some  of  his  friends  had  moved  to 
North*  Carolina ;  he  received  letters  from  these,  informing 
him,  that  preaching  was  greatly  desired  by  the  people  of 
that  country ;  that  in  some  instances  they  had  rode  40 
miles  to  hear  one  sermon.  He  and  his  party  once  more 
got  under  way,and,travelling  about  200  miles,came  to  San- 
dy-creek, in  Guilford  county,  North-Carolina.  Here  he 
took  up  his  permanent  residence.  The  number  of  families 
in  Stearns's  company  were  8,  and  the  number  of  communi- 
cants 16,  viz.  Shubael  Stearns  and  wife,  Peter  Stearns 
and  wife,  Ebeneser  Steams  and  wife,  Shubael  Steams,  jun. 
and  wife,  Daniel  Marshall  and  wife,  Joseph  Breed  and 
wife,  Enos  Stimson  and  wife,  Jonatha^n  Polk  and  wife. 

As  soon  as  they  arrived,  they  built  them  a  little  meeting- 
house, and  these  16  persons  formed  themselves  into  a 
church,  and  chose  Shubael  Stearns  for  their  pastor,  who 
had,  for  his  assistants  at  that  time,  Daniel  Marshall  and 
Joseph  Breed,  neither  of  whom  were  ordained. 

The  inhabitants  about  this  little  colony  of  Baptists,  al- 
though brought  up  in  the  Christian  religion,  were  grossly 
ignorant  of  its  essential  principles.  Having  the  form  of 
godliness,  they  knew  nothing  of  its  power.  Steams  and 
his  party,  of  course,  brought  strange  things  to  their  ears. 
To  be  born  again,  appeared  to  them  as  absurd  as  it  did  to 
the  Jewish  doctor,  when  he  asked,  if  he  must  enter  the 
second  time  into  his  mother's  womb  and  be  born.  Hav- 
ing  always  supposed  that  religion  consisted  in  nothing  more 
than  the  practice  of  its  outward  duties,  they  could  not 
comprehend  how  it  should  be  necessary  to  feel  conviction 
and  conversion  ;  and  to  be  able  to  ascertain  the  time  and 
place  of  one's  conversion,  was,  in  their  estimation,  won. 
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derful  indeed.  These  points  were  all  strenuously  contend^* 
ed  for  by  the  new  preachers.  But  their  manner  of  preach- 
ing was,  if  possible,  much  more  novel  than  their  doctrines. 
The  Separates  in  New-England  had  acquired  a  very  warm 
and  pathetic  address,  accompanied  by  strong  gestures  and 
a  singular  tone  of  voice.  Being  often  deeply  affected 
themselves  when  preaching,  correspondent  affections  were 
felt  by  their  pious  hearers,  which  were  frequently  express- 
ed by  tears,  trembling,  screams,  and  acclamations  of  grief 
and  joy.  All  these  they  brought  with  them  into  their 
new  habitation,  at  which  the  people  were  greatly  astonish- 
ed, having  never  seen  things  on  this  wise  before.  Many 
mocked,  but  the  power  of  God  attending  them,  many  also 
trembled.  In  process  of  time,  some  of  the  inhabitants  be- 
came converts,  and  bowed  obedience  to  the  Redeemer's 
sceptre.  These  uniting  their  labours  with  the  others,  a 
powerful  and  extensive  work  commenced,  and  Sandy- 
creek  church  soon  swelled  from  16  to  606  members. 

Daniel  Marshall,  though  not  possessed  of  great  talents, 
was  indefatigable  in  his  labours.  He  sallied  out  into  the 
adjacent  neighbourhoods,  and  planted  the  Redeemer's 
standard  in  many  of  the  strong  holds  of  Satan.  At  Ab- 
botts-creek, about  thirty  miles  from  Sandy-creek,  the 
gospel  prospered  so  largely,  that  they  petitioned  the  moth- 
er church  for  a  constitution^  and  for  the  ordination  of 
Mr.  Marshall  as  their  pastor.  The  church  was  constitu^ 
ted ;  Mr.  Marshall  accepted  the  call,  and  went  to  live 
among  them.  His  ordination,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
some  diiHcuIty.  It  required,  upon  their  principles,  a  plu- 
rality of  elders  to  constitute  a  presbytery.  Mr.  Stearns 
was  the  only  ordained  minister  among  them.  In  this  di- 
lemma, they  were  informed,  that  there  were  some  Regu- 
lar Baptist  preachers  living  on  Pedee  river,  (S.  C.)  To 
one*  of  these,  Mr.  Stearns  applied,  and  requested  him  to 
assist  him  in  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Marshall.  This  re- 
quest he  sternly  refused,  declaring  that  he  held  no  fellow- 
ship with  Stearns's  party  ;  that  he  be^eved  them  to  be  a 
disorderly  set ;  suffering  women  to  pray  in  public,  and 
permitting  every  ignorant  man  to  preach  that  chose  ;.  and 
that  they  encouraged  noise  and  confusion  in  their  meet- 

•  This  minister  was,  probably.  Rev.  Nicholas  Bedgegood^  at  that  time  pas- 
kr  ^the  ehureh  at  Welsh  Tract 
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ings.  Application  was  then  made  to  Mr.  Leadbetter,  whd 
was  then  pastor  of  the  church  on  Lynch's-creek,  Craven 
county,  South-Carolina,  and  who  was  a  brother-in-law  of 
Mr.  Marshall.  He  and  Mr.  Stearns  ordained  Mr.  Mar- 
shall to  the  care  of  this  new  church.  The  work  of  grace 
continued  to  spread^  and  sereral  preachers  were  raised  in 
North'Carolina.  Among  others  was  lames  Read,  who 
was  afterwards  very  successful  in  Virginia.  When  he 
first  began  to  preach  he  was  very  illiterate^  not  knowing 
how  to  read  or  write.  His  wife  became  his  instructor^ 
and  he  soon  acquired  learning  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
read  the  Scriptures. 

The  gospel  was  cSittied  by  Mr.  Marshall  into  the 
parts  of  Virginia,  adjacent  to  the  residence  of  this  re- 
ligious colony,  ?oon  after  their  settlement.  He  baptized 
several  persons  in  some  of  his  first  visits.  Among  them 
was  Dutton  Lane,  who,  shortly  after  his  baptism,  began 
to  preach.  A  revival  succeeded,  and  Mr.  Marshall  at 
one  time  baptized  42  persons.  In  August,  1 760,  a  church 
was  constituted,  and  Mr.  Lane  became  their  pastor.  This 
was  the  first  Separate  Baptist  chutch  in  Virginia^  and  in 
some  sense  the  mother  of  all  the  rest.  The  church  pros- 
pered much  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Lane,  aided  by  the 
occasional  visits  of  Mr.  Marshall  and  Mr.  Steams.  They 
endured  much  persecution,  but  God  prospered  them,  and 
delivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Lane's  conversion,  the  power  of  God 
was  effectual  in  the  conversion  of  Samuel  Harris,  a  man 
of  great  distinction  in  those  parts.  But  upon  being  hon* 
oured  of  God,  he  laud  aside  all  worldly  honours,  and  be- 
came a  labourer  in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  In  1759,  he  was 
ordained  a  ruling  elder.  From  the  commencement  of  his 
ministry,  for  about  s^en  years,  his  labours  were  devoted 
chiefly  to  his  own  and  the  adjacent  counties.  Being  oft- 
en with  Mr.  Marshall  in  his  ministerial  joumies,  he  caught 
the  zeal,  diligence,  and  indeed  the  manners  of  this  zeal- 
ous evangelist.  His  labours  were  crowned  with  the  bless- 
ing of  Heaven  wherever  he  went.  Steams,  diough  not 
as  laborious  as  Marshall,  was  not  idle.  He  seems  to  have 
possessed  the  talent  of  arranging  the  materials  when  col- 
lected, and  well  understood  discipline  and  diurch  gov- 
ernment. 
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Marshall^  impressions  led  him  to  travel  larther  soutlu 
Accordingly,  ^ter  prosecuting  his  successful  ministry  a 
few  years  in  North-Carolina,  and  the  neighbouring  pu-ts 
of  Virginia,  he  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  the 'church 
over  which  he  presided,  and  of  his  friends  in  that  re« 
gion,  and  settled  on  Beaver-Creek,  in  South^Carolina, 
not  far  from  200  miles  to  the  north  of  west  of  Charles- 
ton.  Marshall,  after  tarrying  a  few  years  at  different 
places  in  South-Carolina,  and  having  been  the  instru- 
ment of  raising  up  a  number  of  churches,  and  laying 
the' foundation  for  many  others^  in  1771  removed  to 
Georgia,  and  settled  on  the  Hioka<<:reek,  about  18  miles 
to  the  west  of  Augusta,  where  a  church  was  soon  gather-^ 
ed  by  his  means,  as  some  of  his  brethren  had  removed 
into  that  place  before  him.  Mr.  Marshall  was  accom- 
panied by  a  few  of  the  North-Carolina  Separates,  on  his 
removal  from  them,  and  was  soon  followed  by  others^ 
ftmong  whom  were  some  ministers,  particularly  Joseph 
Breed  and  Philip  Mulky,  the  last  of  whom  was,  for  ma- 
ny years,  a  very  famous  and  successful  preacher  in 
South-Carolina }  and  by  the  labours  of  those  preachers 
and  some  others,  who  were  soon  raised  up  in  the  p^ts, 
seven  churches  Were  gathered  by  the  year  1770,  somei 
of  which  were  very  large,  and  consisted  of  a  num<- 
ber  of  branches,  which  were  shortly  after  formed  into 
distinct  churches. 

While  Marshall  was  sojourning  southward  ^nd  plant- 
ing churches  in  the  various  places  where  he  pitched  bis 
frequent  habitations  j  Harris  bent  his  course  to  the  nortlu 
ward,  amongst  his  rude  and  insolent  countrymen  thd 
Virginians  ^  and  while  his  brethren  were  thus  engaged 
to  the  north  and  south  of  him,  Stearns  msdntainc^d  nis 
station  at  Sandy-creek,  whefe  his  labours  were  greatly 
blessed ;  he  however  often  travelled  a  considerable  dis- 
tance in  the  country  around^  to  assist  in  organizing  and 
regulating  the  churches  which  he  and  his  associates  were 
instrumental  in  raising  up.  Thus  the  Separate  Baptists 
were  heslded  by  three  most  distinguished  men  ;  distin- 
guished not  for  humsui'  acquirements,  but  for  purity  of 
ufe,  and  godly  simplicity,  which  they,  amidst  the  ship- 
wrecks xit  many^  muntalned  to  the  end  ;  and  for  a  pious 
ardour  and  invincible  boldness  and  perseverance  in  their 
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Master's  service.  Other  preachers  were  soon  raised  up 
under  their  ministry,  whose  zealous  and  abundant  la- 
bours were  crowned  with  great  success ;  so  that  the  Sep- 
arates, in  a  few  years  became  truly  a  great  people,  and 
their  churches  were  scattered  over  a  country  whose 
whole  extent  from  north  to  south,  was  about  50O  miles  j 
and  Sandy-creek  church,  the  mother  of  them  aU,  was 
not  far  from  the  centre  of  the  two  extremes. 

*'  Very  remarkable  things  (said  Morgan  Edwards,  in 
1775)  may  be  said  of  this  church,  worthy  a  place  in  Gil- 
Hs's  book,  and  inferior  to  no  instance  he  gives  of  the 
modern  success  of  the  gospel  in  different  parts  of  the 
world.  It  began  with  1 6  souls,  and  in  a  short  tioie  in- 
creased to  606,  spreading  its  branches  to  Deep-river  and 
Abbot's-creek,  which  branches  are  gone  to  other  prov- 
inces, and  most  of  the  members  of  this  church  have  fol- 
lowed them;  insomuch,  that  in  17  years  it  is  reduced 
from  606  to  14  souls.  The  cause  of  tliis  dispersion  was 
the  abuse  of  power  which  too  much  prevailed  in  the 
province,  and  caused  the  inhabitants  at  last  to  rise  upin 
arms,  and  fight  for  their  privileges  ;  but  being  routed. 
May  16,  1771,  they  despaired  ofseeing  better  times,  and 
therefore  quitted  the  province.  It  is  said  1 JOO  families 
departed  since  the  battle  of  Almance,  and,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, a  great  many  more  are  only  waiting  to  dispose  of 
their  plantations,  in  order  to  follow  them.  This  is  to 
me  an  argument,  that  their  grievances  were  real,  and 
their  oppression  great,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
s^  to  the  contrary. 

"  The  church  at  Little-river  was  no  less  remarkable 
than  the  one  already  mentioned ;  for  this  was  constitut- 
ed in  1760,  five  years  after  the  Sandy-creek,  and  in 
three  years  it  increased  from  5  to  500,  and  built  five 
meeting-houses ;  but  this  church  was  also  reduced  by 
the  provincial  troubles  and  consequent  dispersion  of  the 
inhabrtants,  mentioned  above. 

^^  But  to  return.  Sandy-creek  church  is  the  mother  of 
all  the  Separate  Baptists.  From  this  Zion  went  forth  the 
word,  and  great  was  the  company  of  them  who  published 
it.  This  church,in  seventeen  years,has  spread  her  branch- 
es westward  as  far  as  the  great  river  Missisippi ;  south- 
ward as  far  as  Georgia}  eastward  to  the  sea  and  Chesapeak 


Samuel  Harrises  Labours  'm  Virginia.  43 

Bay ;  and  northward  to  the  waters  of  Potomack ;  it,  in 
seventeen  years,  is  become  mother,  grandmother,  and 
great-grandmother,  to  42  churches,  froni  which  sprang 
125  ministers,  many  of  which  are  ordained,  and  support 
the  sacred  character  as  well  as  any  set  of  clergy  in 
America  ;  and  if  some  have  turned  out  bad,  where  is 
there  a  set  of  clergy  that  can  throw  the  first  stone,  and 
say,  "  We  all  are  good  ?**  As  for  the  outcries,  epilepsies, 
and  ecstasies  attending  their  ministry,  they  are  not  pc* 
culiar  to  them;  the  New-England  Prqabyterians  had 
these  long  before  ;  and  in  Virginia,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  same  effects  attend  the  ministry  of  some  clergy, 
men  of  the  church  of  England,  particularly  Rev.  Messrs, 
Derreaux  Garret,  and  Archibald  M*Roberts.  The  en- 
chantment of  sounds,  attended  with  corresponding  ac- 
tions, have  produced  greater  effects  than  these  ;  though 
I  believe  a  preternatural  and  invisible  hand  works  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  Separate  Baptists,  bearing  down  the  hu- 
man mind,  as  was  the  case  in  primitive  churches,  1 
Cor.  xiv.  25" 

But  Virginia,  in  about  ten  years  after  their  settle* 
ment,  became,  to  the  Separates,  their  principal  scene  of 
action,  of  suffering,  and  success.  Their  movements 
here,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  state ;  being  prepared, 
from  Semple's  History,  to  give  a  more  extensive  and 
circumstantial  account  of  them,  in  this,  than  in  the  oth- 
er States. 

Harris  seemed  destined  of  God  to  labour  more  ex- 
tensively in  Virginia,  than  in  any  other  State.  And 
having  done  much  good  in  his  own  neighbourhood, 
in  the  year  1765,  the  time  arrived  for  him  to  extend 
his  labours.  In  January  of  this  year,  Allen  Wyley,  an 
inhabitant  of  Culpepper,  and  who  had  been  baptized  by 
David  Thomas,  hearing  of  the  Separate  Baptist  preach- 
ers,  travelled  as  far  as  rittsylvania,  in  order  to  get  one 
or  more  ot  them  to  come  and  preach  in  Jiis  own  county. 
He  travelled  on,  scarcely  knowing  whither  he  went; 
but  an  unseen  hand  directed  his  course.  He  providen- 
tially fell  in  with  one  of  Mr.  Harris's  meetings.  When  he 
came  into  the  meeting-house,  Mr.  H.  fixed  his  eyes  upon 
him,  being  impressed  previously  that  he  had  some  ex- 
traordinary message.  He  asked  him  whence  he  came,  &c. 
Mr.  W«  told  him  his  errand.    Upon  which,  after  som<< 
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deliberation,  believing  him  to  be  sent  of  God,  Mr.  H. 
agreed  to  go.  Taking  three  days  to  prepare,  be  set  out 
with  Wyley,  having  no  meetings  on  the  way,  yet  ex? 
horting  and  praying  at  every  house  where  he  went. 

Arriving  in  Culpepper,  his  first  meeting  was  at  Wy* 
ley's  own  house.    He  preached  the  first  day  without  in- 
terruption, and  made  appointments  for  the  next.    But 
when  he  began  his  meeting,  such  violent  opposition  was 
inade  by  a  company,  who  appeared  with  whips,  sticky, 
clubs,  and  other  rustick  weapons,  as  to  hinder  his  la- 
bours ;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  ^ent,  that  night, 
pver  to  Orange  county,  and  preached  with  much  efiect* 
He  continued  many  days  preaching  from  {^ace  to  place^ 
attended  by  great  crowds,  and  followed  throughout  his 
meetings  by  several  persons  who  had  been  either  lately 
converted,  or  seriously  awakened,  under  the  ministry  cf 
the  Regular  Baptists,  and  also  by  many  who  had  beea 
alarmed  by  his  own  laboi^rs.     When  Mr.  Harris  lef^ 
them,  he  exhorted  them  to  be  stedfeist,  ^nd  advised 
some  in  whom  he  discovered  talents,  to  commence  th^ 
exerdse  of  their  gifts,  and  to  hold  meetings  among  • 
themselves.     In  this  ministerial  journey,  Mr.  Harris 
sowed  much  good  seed,  which  yielded  afterwards  great 
increase.    The  young  converts  took  his  adyice,  and  be- 
gan to  l^old  meetings  every  Sabbath,  and  almost  every 
night  in  the  week,  taking  a  tobacco-house  for  their 
meeting-hoiise.     After  proceeding  in  this  way  for  some 
time,  they  a{^lied  to  Mr.  David  Thomas,  who  lived 
somewhere  north  of  the  Rappahannoc]^  to  come  and 
preach  for  them,  and  teach  them  the  ways  of  God  OKMre 
perfectly ;  he  came,  but  in  his  preaching  expressed  some 
disapprobation  of  the  preaching  of  such  "^eak  and  illite- 
rate persons.     This  was  Kke  throwing  cold  water  upon 
their  flaming  zeal ;  they  took  umbrage,  and  resolved  to, 
send  once  more  for  Mr.  Harris.    Sometime  in  the  year 
1766,  and  a  short  time  after  Mr.  Thomas's  preaching, 
three  of  the  party,  viz*  El^ah  Craig  and  two  others, 
travelled  to  Mr.  Harris's  house,  in  order  to  procure  his 
services  in  Orange  ahd  the  adjacent  parts,  to  preach  and 
baptize  the  new  converts.    They  found,  to  their  sur- 
prise, that  he  iiid  not  i)een  ordained  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  ordinances.     To  remedy  this  inconvt- 
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i^ence,  jbt  oanied  thsn  %hoat  60  miks  into  North-Car- 
oUna  to  get  James  Read^  who  was  ord;|ined. 

There  is  something  singular  in  the  exercise  of  Mr, 
Read  about  this  time,  He  was  impressed  with  an 
opinion  that  he  had  frequent  teachings  from  God ;  and 
mdeed)  from  the  account  j^ven  by  himself^  we  must 
either  doubt  his  veracityt  or  admit  that  his  impressions 
were  supernfiturd*  He  declares  that  respecting  his 
preaching  in  Virginia,  ^  many  weeks,  he  had  no  rest 
in  1^  ^Hrit*  Asleep  or  awake,  he  felt  his  soul  earnv 
estly  impressed  with  strong  desires  to  go  to  Virginia,  to 
preach  the  gospel.  In  his  dreams  he  thought  that  God 
would  often  shew  him  large  congregations  of  Virginians 
gss^mbled  to  hear  preaching,  (ie  was  sometimes  heard 
by  his  fiunSy  to  cry  out  in  his  sleep,  ^'  O  Virginia  I  Vir** 
^nia !  Virginia  !*'  Mr.  Qraves,  a  member  of  his 
church,  a  good  ma&,  discovering  his  anxiety,  and  believ- 
ing his  impressions  to  be  from  God,  offered  to  accorn- 
5jiy  hipfi.  Juat  as  they  were  preparing  to  set  out, 
n  Harris  and  the  three  messep^ers  mentioned  abovc^ 
came  lor  him  to  go  with  them*  The  circumstances  so 
much  resemble  l^eter's  call  from  Jfoppa  to  Caesarea, 
that  we  can  hardly  for  a  moment  hesitate  in  placing 
implicit  confidenf:6  hft  its  being  a  contrivance  of  D|-> 
vine  Wisdom. 

Mr.  I^ead  agreed  to  go,  without  much  hesitation. 
One  oi  the  messengers  from  Spottsylvania  went  on  to 
appoint  meetings  on  the  way.  The  two  preachers,  after 
£AUng  up  some  appointments  in  their  own  parts,  pursued 
their  contemplated  journey,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Graves 
and  the  other  two.  In  about  two  weeks  they  arrived 
in  Orange,  within  the  bounds  of  Blue-Run  Church,  as 
4t  now  stands*  When  they  came  in  sight,  and  saw  a 
very  large  congregation,  they  were  gieatly  affected. 
After  a  &w  minutes  of  prayer  and  reflection,  they  re- 
covered their  courage,  aqd  entered  upon  their  great 
work.  They  preached  with  much  effect  on  that  day. 
The  next  day  they  preached  at  Elijah  Craig's,  where  a 
vast  crowd  attended.  David  Thomas  and  John  Garrard, 
both  preachers  of  the  Regular  Order,  were  at  this 
ineetiag.  The  ministers  on  both  sides  seemed  desirous 
to  unite,  but  the  p^ple  were  against  it ;  the  larger  part 
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siding  with  the  Separates.  As  they  could  not  unite, 
the  next  day  being  Sabbath,  both  parties  held  meetingji 
but  a  small  distance  from  each  other.  Baptism  was  ad- 
ministered by  both.  These  things  widened  the  breach. 
Messrs.  Read  and  Harris,  however,  continued  their 
ministrations.  Mr.  Read  baptized  1 9  the  first  day,  and 
more  on  the  days  following.  They  went  through  Spott- 
sylyania  into  the  upper  parts  of  Caroline,  Hanover,  and 
Goochland,  sowing  the  seeds  of  grace  and  peace  in  many 
places.  So  much  were  they  inspirited  by  these  meet- 
ings, that  they  made  appointments  to  come  again  the 
next  year.  In  their  second  visit,  they  were  accompa- 
nied by  the  Rev.  Button  Lane,  who  assisted  them  in 
constitijting  and  organizing  the  first  Separate  Baptist 
church  between  the  Rappahannock  and  James-river. 
This  took  place  on  the  20th  of  November,  1767.  The 
church  was  called  Upper  Spottsylvania,  and  consisted  of 
25  members,  including  all  the  Separate  Baptists  north  of 
James-river.  This  was  a  mother  to  many  other 
churches. 

Read  and  Harris  continued  to  visit  these  parts  for 
about  three  years,  with  wonderful  effect.  In  one  of 
their  visits,  they  baptized  75  at  one  time,  and  in  the 
course  of  one  of  their  journies,  which  generally  lasted 
several  weeks,  they  baptized  upwards  of  2(X).  'It  was 
not  uncommon,  at  their  great  meetings,  for  many  hun- 
dreds of  men  to  encamp  on  the  ground,  in  order  to  be 
present  the  next  day.  The  night  meetings,  through  the 
great  work  of  God,  continued  very  late  j  the  ministers 
would  scarcely  have  an  opportunity  to  sleep.  Some^ 
times'  the  floor  would  be  covered  with  persons  struck 
down  under  the  conviction  of  sin.  It  nrcquently  hap- 
pened, that  when  they  would  retire  to  rest  at  a  late 
hour,  they  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  arising 
again,  through  the  earnest  cries  of  the  penitent.  There 
were  instances  of  persons  travelling  more  than  one  hun-» 
dred  miles  to  one  of  these  meetings ;  to  go  forty  or 
fifty  was  not  uncommon. 

On  account  of  the  great  increase  of  members,  through 
the  labours  of  Messrs.  Read  and  Harris,  aided  by  a  num- 
ber of  young  preachers,  it  was  found  necessary  to  con- 
stitute several  other  churches. 
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Read  a&d  Harris,  particularly  the  latter,  were  men  of 
great  zeal'  and  indefatigable  diligence  and  perseverance 
in  their  Master's  cause.  Their  spirit  was  caught  by 
many  of  the  young  prophets  in  Orange  and  Spottsylva^ 
nia.  Lewis  and  Elijah  Craig,  John  Waller,  James 
Childs,  John  Burrus,  and  others,  animated  by  an  ardent 
desire  for  the  advancement  of  their  Master's  kingdom, 
sallied  forth  in  every  direction,  spreading  the  tidings  of 
peace  and  salvation  wherever  they  went.  Most  of  them 
illiterate,  yet  illumined  by  the  wisdom  from  above,  they 
would  defend  and  maintain  the  cause  of  truth,  against 
the  arguments  of  the  most  profound.  Without  visible 
sword  or  buckler,  they  moved  on  steady  to  their  pur- 
pose, undismayed  by  the  terrifick  hosts  of  Satan,  which 
were  backed  by  the  strong  arm  of  civil  authority.  Ma^s- 
trates  and  mobs,  priests  and  sheriff,  courts  and  prisons, 
all  vainly  combined  to  divert  them  from  their  object* 

Their  labours  were  not  limited  to  their  own  counties. 
In  Goochland,  Messrs.  Harris  and  Read  had  baptized 
several ;  among  whom  was  Reuben  Ford,  who  had  pro- 
fessed vital  faith  about  seven  years  before,  under  the 
ministry  of  the  renowned  Whitefield  and  Davis.  Mr. 
Ford  was  baptized  in  the  year  1769,  by  James  Read. 

These  plants  were  watered  by  the  labours  of  the  Spott- 
sylvania  preachers,  particularly  J.  Waller,  who,  early  in 
his  visits  to  Goochland,  baptized  William  Webber  and 
Joseph  Anthony,  who,  with  Reuben  Ford,  had  been  ex- 
horting, &c.  previous  to  their  being  baptized.  By  the 
united  labours  of  these  several  servants  of  God,  the 
work  of  godliness  progressed  in  Goochland  and  round 
about.  These  young  preachers  were  no  sooner  capti- 
vated by  the  King  of  Zion,  than  they  immediately  be- 
gan to  fisht  under  his  banner.  Their  success  was  equal 
to  their  diligence ;  many  believed,  and  were  baptised  in 
Goochland }  insomuch  that  they  thoughtJthemselves  ripe 
for  an  independent  government,  and  were  according- 
ly constituted  as  a  church,  towards  the  last  of  the  year 
1771,  which  received  the  name  of  the  county  in  which 
it  was  situated,  and  contained  about  75  members.  This 
was  the  mother  church  of  those  parts,  for  from  it  have 
been  since  constituted  several  others,  particularly  Dover 
and  Iicking*hole«     William  Webber  became  pastor  of 
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Dover  chHrch,  which  office  he  held  until  hisdeath  in  ia08« 
Reuben  Ford  administered  the  word  and  CNfdinances  to 
Goochland  and  Licking»hc^e« 

One  William  Mullin,  afterwards  an  ilseftil  preacher^ 
had  moved  from  Middlesex  and  setded  in  the  county  of 
Amelia.  When  the  gospel  reached  hb  neighbourhood^ 
Mr.  MuUin  cordially  emlnraced  it^  Going  afterwardsi 
in  1769,  on  a  visit  to  his  relations  in  Middlesex  and  Es** 
sex,  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  scripture^^he  con- 
vinced his  brother  John,  and  his  brother-inJaw  James 
Greenwood,  with  severs^  others,  of  the  necessity  of  be- 
ing born  again.  Of  these,  some  found  peace  in  believ-^ 
ing,  before  they  ever  heard  the  gospel  publickly  preadi* 
ed.  November,  1 770,  John  Waller  and;  John  Burrua 
came  down  and  preached  in  Middlesex.  They  continue 
ed  preaching  at  and  near  the  same  place  for  three 
days ;  great  crowds  came  out.  Waller  baptized  five ; 
but  persecution  began  to  rage.  Some  said  they  were 
deceivers ;  others  that  they  were  good  men.  On  the 
second  day,  a  magistrate  attempted  to  pull  Waller  off 
the  stage,  but  the  clergyman  of  the  pariah  prevented 
it.  The  next  day  a  man  threw  a  stone  at  Waller 
while  he  Mras  preaching ;  but  the  stone  missed  him, 
and  struck  a  friend  of  the  man  who  threw  it.  James 
Greenwood  and  others  now  began  to  hold  puUick  meet- 
ings by  day  and  by  night ;  much  good  was  dcme  by 
them.  Many  believed,  and  only  waited  an  opportunity 
to  be  baptized,  there  being  no  ordained  preadier  near* 
er  than  Spottsylvania. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  labourers  had  not  been  idle  in 
that  part  of  the  vineyard  south  of  James-river.  The  two 
Murphies,  viz.  William  and  Joseph,  aided  by  the  inde- 
fatigable Samuel  Harris,  had  carried  the  gospel  into  some 
of  the  counties  above  Kttsylvania,  where  Robert  Stock- 
ton and  some  other  preachers  were  raised  up.  Mr. 
Harris,  James  Read,  leremiah  Walker,  and  others,  had  - 
proclaimed  the  tidings  of  peace  in  Halifax,  Charlotte, 
Lunenburg,  Mecklenburg,  Amdia,  and  almost  all  the 
counties  to  the  west  of  Richmond,  on  the  south  side  of 
James<>river.  In  these  gatherings,  there  were  many  use- 
i^l  and  several  eminent  ministers  of  the  gospel  brought 
in,  particularly  John  Williams,  John  Kiog^  James  Shel- 
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tmrne,  Henry  Loster,  with  some  others.  Hie  gospel 
was  first  carried  to  these  places  much  in  the  same  way 
as  it  was  into  Culpepper  and  Spottsylvania,  viz.  in  com 
sequence  of  a  special  message  to  the  preachers  from  som^ 
of  the  inhabitants.  They  constituted  the  first  churdi 
an  1769,  with  about  forty  members,* which  was  called 
Nottoway.  Jeremiah  Walker  soon  moved  and  took  the 
pastoral  care  of  it :  he  had  been  preaching  some  time  be- 
fore this,  in  North-Carolina,  his  native  State ;  but  now 
moving  to  Virginia,  he  for  several  years  acted  a  conspic- 
uous part  in  the  concerns  of  the  Virginia  Baptists. 

In  the  year  1 75S,  three  years  after  Stearns  and  his 
company  settled  at  Sandy-creek,  a  few  churches  hav^ 
ing  been  constituted,  and  these  having  a  number 
of  branches  which  were  fast  maturing  tor  chiirches5 
Stearns  conceived  that  an  Association  composed  of  deie«* 
gates  from  them  all,  would  have  a  tendency  to  forward 
the  g^eat  object  of  their  exertions.  For  this  purpose  hi 
visited  each  church  and  congregation,  and  explaining  M 
them  his  contemplated  plan,  induced  them  all  to  send 
delegates  to  his  meeting-house  in  January,  1 758,  when 
an  Association  was  formed,  which  was  called  Sandy-creei^ 
and  which  continues  to  the  present  time  j  but  it  has  ex- 
perienced many  vidssitudes  of  prosperity  and  adversity ; 
and  at  one  time,  on  account  of  exercising  too  much 
power  over  the  churches,  it  became  much  embarrassed  in 
its  oioavements,  and  very  near  to  extinctiott. 

For  twelve  years,  all  the  Separate  Baptists  in  Virginia 
and  the  two  Carolinas,  continued  in  connexion  with 
this  Association,  which  was  generally  held  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  place  where  it  originated.  All  who 
coidd,  travelled  from  its  remote  extremities,  to  attend 
its  yearly  sessions,  which  were  conducted  with  great 
harmony,  and  atforded  sufficient  edification  to  induce 
them  to  undertake  with  cheerfulness  these  lon^  and  la^ 
borious  joumies.  By  the  means  of  these  meetings,  the 
gospel  was  carried  into  many  new  places,  where  th^ 
lime  of  the  Baptists  had  previoudy  spread ;  for  great 
crowds  attending  from  distant  parts,  mostly  througli 
cariosity,  many  became  enamoured  with  these  extraor- 
dinarv  people,  and  petitioned  the  Association  to  send 
preactierB  into  tbeir  neighbourhoods*     These  petitimk 

vox*,  a.  7 
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were  readHy  granted,  and  the  preachers  as  readily  ccm^ 
plied  with  the  appointments.  These  people  were  sa 
ipuch  engaged  in  their  evangeiical  pursuits,  that  they 
had  no  time  to  spend  rn  theological  debates,  nor  were 
they  very  scrupulous  about  the  mode  of  conducting 
their  meetings.  When  assemUed,  their  chief  employ- 
ment was  preaching,  exhortation,  sin^g,  and  convers- 
ing about  their  various  exertions  in  the  Redeemer's  ser** 
vice,  the  success  which  had  attended  them,  and  the  new 
and  prosperous  scenes  which  were  opening  before  them^ 
These  things  so  inflamed  the  hearts  of  the  ministers^ 
that  they  would  leave  the  Association  with  a  zeal  and 
courage,  which  no  common  obstacles  could  impede* 

*^  At  our  first  Association,  (says  the  MS.  of  James 
Head^  who  was  present)  we  continued  together  three  or 
four  days.  Great  crowds  of  people  attended,  mostly 
through  curiosity.  The  great  power  of  God  was  ameng 
us.  The  preaching  every  day,,  seemed  to  be  attended 
with  God's  blessing.  We  carried  on  our  Associationr 
with  sweet  decorum  and  fellowship  to  the  end.  Then 
we  took  leave  of  one  another,  with  many  solenm  cluirg- 
es  from  our  reverend  old  father  Shubael  Stearns,  ^ 
stand  fast  unto  the  end.^ 

At  their  next  Association  they  were  visited  by  Rev^ 
John  Gano,  who  at  that  time  resided  in  North-Carolina, 
at  a  place  called  the  Jersey  settlements.  Mr.  Gano  was 
received  by  Steams  with  great  affecticm  ;  but  as  there 
was  at  that  time  an  unhappy  shyness  and  jealousy  be« 
tweea  the  Regulars  and  Separates,  by  the  others  he  waa 
treated  wkh  coklaess  and  suspicion  \  and  they  even  re* 
fused  to  invitehtmhito  their  Association.  But  Mr.  Gauot 
had  too  much  knowledge  of  maaldnd,  humility  and 
good  nature,  ta  be  o&nded  at  this  treatment.  He  coin 
tinned  a  while  as  a  spectator  of  their  proceedings,,  and 
then  retired  with  a  view  ef  returning  home..  Stearna 
was  much  hurt  and  mortified  with  the  shyness  and  ta« 
civility  of  his  brethren,  and,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gaao^ 
expostulated  with  them  on  the  matter^  and  made  a 
|>roposition  to  invite  him  to  preach  with  thenou  Aii 
were  forward  to  invite  him  to  preach,  althougbi  they 
feouki  not  invite  Imn  ta  a  seat  in  theiF  Assembly..  With 
their  tttvkatioii  he  cheerfully  con^Ued^  and  his  preach^ 
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was  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  ^^^^  power.  He 
continued  with  them  to  the  close  of  their  session,  and 
preached  frequently^  much  to  their  astonishment,  as  well 
as  edification.  Their  hearts  were  sooa  opened  towards 
him,  and  their  cold  indiflference  and  languid  charity 
were,  before  he  left  them,  enlarged  into  a  warm  attach* 
ment  and  cordial  affection.  And  so  superior  did  his 
preaching  talents  appear  to  them,  that  the  young  and 
iterate  preachers  said  they  felt  as  if  they  could  never 
attempt  to  preach  again. 

This  Association  continued  to  progress  with  great  har- 
mony and  prosperity,  without  any  special  occurrence, 
until  1769,  when  the  Ketockton  Association  of  Regular 
Baptists,  desirous  of  effecting  an  union  with  tnem, 
(which  had  befoi«  been  unsuccessfully  attempted)  by 
compromising  those  little  matters  of  difference,  which 
had  unhappily  jNrevented  their  communion  with  each 
other,  sent,  as  messengers  for  the  purpose,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Garret,  Major,  and  Saunders,  with  a  letter  of 
which  the  fcdiowing  is  an  extract  :-^ 

*^  Belwed  in  eur  Lord  Jesus  Christ j 

•*  The  bearers  of  this  letter  can  acquaint  you  with  the 
design  of  writing  it.  Their  errand  is  peace,  and  their, 
business  is  a  reconciliation  between  us,  if  there  is  any  dif* 
ference  subsisting.  If  we  are  all  Christians,  all  Baptists, 
all  New-Lights,  why  are  we  divided  ?  Must  the  little  ap» 
pellative  names,  Regular  and  Separate,  break  the  golden, 
band  of  charity,  and  set  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Zion 
at  variance  ?  ^*  Behold  how  good  and  bow  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity^**  but  how  bad  and  how 
bitter  it  is  for  them  to  live  asunder  in  discord !  To  in* 
dulge  ourselves  in  prejudice,  is  soon  a  disorder ;  and  to 
quarrel  about  nothing,  is  irregularity  with  a  witness. 
O,  our  dear  brethren,  endeavour  to  prevent  this  calam- 
ity for  the  future." 

This  excellent  letter  was  presented  to  the  Assodatioo, 
and  after  a  lengthy  debate,  the  proposal  for  an  union 
was  rejected  by  a  small  majority. 

Thetr  answer  to  the  Itegulars  was,  *<  Excuse  us  in 
love ;  for  we  are  acquainted  with  our  own  order^  but 
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pot  so  weB  with  yours ;  aod  if  there  is  a  difierence,  we 
might  igiKMrantly  jump  into  that  which  will  XRzkfi  u* 
rue  it«  &C.'' 

At  the  meeting  pf  this  body,  in  17  70,  their  hafincmy 
was  interrupted  and  their  assembly  assumed  a  new  and 
iinpleasant  appearance,  and  the  division  of  the  Associs^ 
ation,  which  convenience  woi^ld  have  dictated,  was  no^ 
effected  from  painful  necessity.  It  had  been  usual  with 
them  to  do  nothing  in  Associations,  but  by  unanimity. 
If  in  any  measure  proposed,  there  was  a  single  disseu- 
tient,  they  laboured  first  by  arguments  to  come  to  unaa« 
^ous  agreement ;  when  arguments  fadled,  they  resortr 
ed  to  frequent  prayer,  in  which  all  joined.  When  both 
these  failed,  they  sometimes  appointed  the  next  day  for 
fasting  and  prayer,  and  to  strive  to  bring  all  to  be  of 
pne  piind.  At  this  session  they  split  in  their  first  busi- 
ness ;  nothing  could  be  do|ie  oh  the  first  day.  They 
appointed  the  next  for  fasting  and  prayer*  They  met 
and  laboured  the  whole  day,  and  could  do  nothing,  not 
even  appoint  a  Moderator.  The  third  day  was  appdat- 
ed  fpr  the  same  purpose,  and  to  be  observed  in  the  same 
way.  They  met  early,  and  continued  together  until 
three  oVilock  in  thfi  afternoon,  without  having  accom- 
plished any  thing.  A  proposal  was  then  made,  that  the 
Association  should  be  divided  into  three  districts,  that 
is,  one  in  each  State.  To  this  there  was  an  unanimous 
conseut  ^t  once. 

f^  The  cause  of  this  division,  ^says  Mr.  Edwards)  was 
partly  cpnvenience,  but  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  a  mistake 
which  this  Assoi:^tioii  fell  ipto,  relative  to  their  power 
and  jurisdiction.  T^ey  had  carried  patters  so  high  as  to 
leave  hardly  any  po^er  in  particular  churches,  unfellow- 
shipping  ordinations,  mijpist^rs,  and  churches  that  acted 
Independent  of  them}  and  pleading,  ^^that  though 
<«  coxbplete  power  be  in  every  church,  yet  every  churcli^ 
^^  can  transfer  it  to  an  Association ;''  which  is  as  mudi  asi 
to  say,  that  a  man  pay  take  out  his  eyes,  ears,  ^c  and 
flive  them  to  another,  to  se^,  hear,  &c.  for  him }  for 
^  power  be  fixed  by  Christ  in  a*  particular  church,  they 
qmnot  transfer  it ;  nay,  should  they  formally  give  it 
jijray,  yet  is  it  not  gone  aMray." 
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The  good  old  Mr«  Stearns,  who  was  not  wholly  di- 
ms^ of  those  maziins  which  he  had  imbibed  from  the 
traditions  of  his  fathers,  is  said  to  have  been  the  prittct* 
pal  promoter  of  this  improper  stretch  of  associational 
power,  which,  however,  was  soon  abandoned  by  those, 
who,  for  a  time,  tampered  with  it,  to  their  embarrass* 
ment  and  injury. 

How  many  communicants  were  comprehended  iq 
this  Association,  at  the  time  of  its  divisicm,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  ;  but  they  must  have  been  consid* 
erably  numerous*  The  division  was  made  in  the  follow* 
ing  manner.  The  churches  in  South-Carolina  formed 
an  Association  by  the  name  pf  Congaree ;  those  in  Nor th*- 
Carolina  were  still  known  by  the  name  of  Sai^dy •creek } 
while  those  in  Virginia  formed  an  Association  which  wa$ 
at  first  called  Rap^-ann,  but  was  more  comipnonly  distin« 
guished  by  the  n^e  of  .the  General  Association  of  Sep« 
arate  Baptists. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  treat  whd|ly  of  the  Separate^ 
Ui  Virginia,  as  the  history  of  those  in  the  other  States 
will  be  related  under  their  respective  heads. 

The  Association  which  originated  in  the  manner  abova 
described,  embraced  all  the  Separate  Baptists  in  Virginia, 
except  a  very  few  churches,  which  were  dismissed  fron^' 
it  in  1776,  to  form  the  Strawberry  Association,  for  thet 
space  of  twelve  years,  vis.  until  the  year  1783,  when  it 
was  by  mutual  consent  divided.  From  thb  Association, 
as  from  a  fruitful  mother,  have  originated  most  of  the 
present  Associations  in  Virginia.  And  although  there 
was  one  temporary  division  by  mi^tual  consent,  and  an* 
other  occasioned  by  the  discussion  of  an  important  sub- 
ject, which  will  soon  be  mentioned  \  yet,  generally  speak* 
mg,  it  continued  a  united,  prosperous,  and  even  power- 
ful body,  through  all  the  calamitous  scenes  of  the  revo* 
Itttiqnary  war ;  and  to  them,  the  more  afflictive  scenes  of 
persecution,  which  for  a  number  of  years  were  carried 
to  a  high  degree  in  Virginia,  to  which  the  Separates, 
more  than  the  Regulars,  were  exposed. 

A  brief  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  h^- 
sociation  during  the  twelve  years  o\  its  easting  as  sucho 
^iU  fioi^  be  givep. 
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It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  division  of  the 
Sandy-creek  Association  took  place  in  the  year  I97<H 
and  the  next  year,  the  one  under  consideration  was  or- 
ganized ;  at  vhicfa  time  it  contained  1 4  churches,  and 
I  dS5  members.  These  14  churches  were  scattered  in 
alcnost  as  many  counties,  and  many  of  them  were  pretty 
high  up  in  the  State,  both  as  it  respected  the  sea-coast, 
and  its  southern  boundary ;  the  most  of  them,  however, 
were  situated  on  the  south  of  James-river. 

At  the  organization  of  this  Association,  they  adopted 
a  set  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  their  body,  vfhich 
consisted  of  nine  articles,  and  the  first  and  most  impor* 
tant  of  them,  which  restricted  the  Association  within 
proper  bounds,  was  as  follows : 

^  It  is  unanimously  agreed  that  this  Association  has 
^o  power  or  authority  to  impose  any  thing  upon  the 
churches,  but  that  we  act  as  an  advisoi-y  council." 

In  1 773,  the  Association  had  increased  to  S4  churches, 
which  contained  3195  members. 

We  are  now  about  to  relate  an  affair  which  took 
place  in  this  body,  which  will  probably  produce  mixed 
emotions  in  the  mind  of  the  reader.  The  following 
^uery,  viz.  "  Are  ^1  the  offices  of  Apostles,  Prophets, 
Evangelists,  Pastors,  and  Teachers,  mentioned  in  Ephe- 
sians,  4th  chapter,  and  11th  verse,  now  in  use?''  had 
been  introduced  at  a  previous  session  of  the  Association, 
when,  after  spending  two  days  in  debating  upon  it,  they 
agreed  to  defer  their  decision  on  the  subject,  until  their 
fiext  session.  During  the  recess  of  the  Association,  as 
well  as  when  it  was  assembled,  this  novel  subject  was 
discussed  by  many,  with  no  little  warmth  and  interest. 
It  appears  to  have  been  first  agitated  by  Jeremiah  Walker, 
who  laboured  hard,  both  in  publick  and  private,  to  defend 
and  propagate  his  sentiments.  He  even  wrote  a  piece 
upon  the  subject,  entitled.  Free  Thoughts^  &c.  in  which 
he  ingenioixsly  maintained  that  Apostles,  together  with 
aU  the' other  offices  enumerated  in  Ephesians,  &c.  were 
still  to  be  maintained  in  the  church.  Reuben  Ford  took 
an  active  part  against  Walker,  and  wrote  a  pamphlet  in 
opposition  to  his  scheme.  Both  of  these  men  were  fol* 
lowed  by  large  and  respectable  parties^  and  both  of  thmr 
pamphlets  were  read  before  the  Association  in  17?4t 
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ivbefn  the  query  was  again  introduced,  and  the  debates 
lipon  it  resumed.  But  the  majority  favouring  Walker's 
speculations,  an  almost  unanimous  vote  was  obtained  to 
carry  them  into  practical  operation.  Having  thus  re* 
solved,  they,  tn  the  first  place,  proceeded  to  choose  one 
from  among  them,  to  officiate  in  the  dignified  charactev 
of  an  Apostle.  Walker  had  been  suspected  of  vain  and 
ambitious  views  in  pleading  so  hard  for  the  establi^^ 
ment  of  this  office  ;  but  whatever  were  his  desires  and 
expectations,  the  venerable  Samuel  Harris,  who  was  now 
about  50  years  of  age,  was,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Association,  elected  an  Apostle.  He  acccepted  the 
appointment,  and  was  immediately  ordained  to  the  Apos^* 
tolic  function.  His  ordination,  as  appears  by  their  Min* 
utes,  was  conditcted  in  the  fc^owing  manner :  '^  The 
day  being  set  apart  as  a  fast  day,  we  immediately  pro« 
ceeded  to  ordain  him,  and  the  hands  of  every  ordained 
minister  were  laid  upon  him.*  Publick  prayer  was  made 
by  John  Waller,  Elijah  Craig,  and  John  Williams.  Jobit 
Waller  gave  a  publick  charge,  and  the  whole  Associatioii 
gave  him  the  right  hand  of  fellowship/'  The  work  as* 
signed  to  this  Apostle,  was  to  pervade  the  churches,  for 
the  purpose  of  performing,  or  at  least  of  superintending 
the  work  of  ordination,  and  to  set  in  order  the  things 
that  were  wanting ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  report  the 
success  of  his  mLssion.  at  the  next  Association.  An4 
lor  the  discipline  of  this  high  officer,  the  following  law 
was  enacted,  viz.  ^'  If  our  Messenger,  or  Apostle,  shaU 
trangress  in  any  manner,  he  shall  be  liable  to  dealing  m 
any  church  where  the  transgression  was  conunitled ;  an4 
the  said  church  is  instructed  to  call  helps  from  two  oc 
three  neighbouring  churches  ;  and  if  by  them  found  a 
tf  adsgressor,  a  genersd  conference  of  the  churches  shall 
b^  called,  to  restore,  or  excommunicate  him/'  At  this 
time  there  was  a  temporary  division  of  thk  extensive  A&* 
sociation^  and  James-river  was  the  dividing  line#  The 
fcene  which  we  have  been  describing,  was  acted  ou  that 
fort  which  lay  south  of  this  river  ;  but  the  northern  sec- 
tion, in  imitation  of  their  souibern  brethren,  net  long  after, 

» 

♦  It  would  seem  by  the  abm'c  account,  that  those  who  had  oppotsci!  the  e**- 
triribllfiMit  of  Apoms,  had  retired  from  ttie  Association,  b^Utc  the  oflnvdi  e 
mouNire  was  adopted. 


S6  Dispute  tespedhig  the  Atmumint. 

m  the  same  year,  appointed  for  their  Apostles,  John  Wal« 
ler  and  Elijah  Craig.  Thus  Virginia,  whose  ecclesiastical 
affairs  were  formerly  governed  by  Bishops,  now  beheld 
within  her  bounds,  three  Baptist  Apostles!  But  these 
Apostles  made  their  first  reports  in  rather  discouraging 
terms,  and  no  others  were  ever  appointed.  They  finally 
concluded,  that  the  office  of  Apostles,  like  that  ot  Proph- 
ets,  was  peculiar  to  the  Apostolick  age,  and  ceased  with 
the  cessation  of  that  inspiration  and  those  miraculous 
gifts,  by  which  these  characters  were  peculiarly  distin* 
guished. 

The  reflecting  reader  will  doubtless  feel  emotions  of 
disgust  and  disapprobation,  at  these  v  irregular  sallies  of 
zeal ;  he  will  also,  probably,  be  provoked  at  the  same 
time  to  smile  at  the  weakness  of  those  who  promoted 
them  \  and  the  risibility  of  the  affair  may,  in  some  meas« 
are,  abate  the  severity  of  his  censures. 

In  1 775,  the  two  divisions  of  the  Association,  which 
had,  for  a  short  time,  acted  in  separate  capacities,  now 
re»united,  when  it  was  found,  that  the  whole  number  of 
churches  amounted  to  60 ;    31  on  the  north,  and  '29  on 
the  south  side  of  James-riven     At  this  session  the  Asso- 
ciation was  most  painfully  agitated  by  the  discussion  of 
the  following  very  serious  and  important  question,  viz. 
^*  Is  salvation  by  Christ  made  possible  for  every  individu  - 
al  of  the  human  race?*'  This  query  was  debated  with  much 
interest,  and  also  with  much  ability  ;  for  notwithstanding 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  by  which  their  wisdom 
was  so  much  impeached,  there  were,  at  this  time,  a  number 
•f  preachers  amongst  the  Virginia  Baptists,  who  were  qien 
of  considerable  reading  and  theological  knowledge,  and  they, 
in  this  interesting  debate,  exerted  all  their  polemical  powers. 
Those,  who  supported  the  affirmative  of  this  question, 
were  called  Arminians,  while  those  who  maintained  the 
opposite  opinion  were  denominated  Calvinists.     But  tak- 
ing the  spirit  of  the  question,  these  appellations  were  aol 
descriptive  of  the  characters  to  whom  they  were  applied  ) 
for  many  decided  Calvinists  hold,  that  the  atonement  of 
Christ  is  general  in  its  nature,  though  particular  in  its  ap* 
plication  ;  and  had  these  people  been  acquainted  with  the  • 
distinction  made  by  Dr.  Fuller  and  other  modem  divines^ 
it  might  havo  relieved  thek  embarrassments,  and  prevented 
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their  discord.  But  to  avoid  circumlocution,  I  shall,  in  re- 
lating the  progress  of  this  debate,  make  use  of  the  term 
Arminian  and  Calvinist,  as  they  were  then  applied,  and  as 
they  are  used  in  Semple's  History. 

This  important  query  occupied  the  first  attention  of  the 
Association.  One  whole  day  was  spent  in  debating  it,  and 
most  of  the  preachers  spake  more  or  less  upon  it.  The 
weight  of  talents  and  influence  seems  to  have  been  on  the 
Arminian  side.  Samuel  Harris,  Jeremiah  Walker,  John 
Waller,  and  many  other  distinguished  preachers,  stood 
forward,  and  zealously  as  well  as  ably  supported  the  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  universal  provision.  Talents  and  inge- 
nuity were  not  wanting  on  the  other  side.  William  Mur- 
phy, John  Williams,  and  Elijah  Craig  stood  foremost  in 
favour  of  a  Calvinistick  solution. 

The  preponderating  weight  was  at  last  cast  into  the 
Calvinistick  scale,  and  they,  after  a  long  and  animated 
debate,  finally  obtained  a  small  majority. 

This  decision  was  on  Monday  afternoon,  immediately 
before  an  adjournment.  That  evening  the  Arminian  party 
holding  a  consultation,  determined  to  bring  on  the  subject 
again  the  next  day,  and  to  have  a  determination,  whether 
their  opinions  upon  this  point  should  be  a  matter  of  bar 
to  fellowship  and  communion.  On  Tuesday,  when  they 
met,  the  business  became  very  distressing.  The  Arminian 
party  having  the  Moderator  with  them,  withdrew  out  of 
doors.  The  other  side  also  withdrew,  and  chose  John 
Williams  as  Moderator.  Every  thing  was  then  done  by 
message,  sometimes  in  writing,  and  sometimes  verbally* 
After  some  time  was  spent  in  this  way,  the  following  pro- 
posal was  made  by  the  Arminian  party  : 

"  Dear  Brethren^ 
^  A  steady  union  with  you  makes  us  willing  to  be  more 
explicit,  in  answer  to  your  terms  of  reconciliation  propo- 
sed. We  do  not  deny  the  former  part  of  your  proposal, 
respecting  particular  election  of  grace,  still  retaining  our 
Kberty  with  regard  to  construction.  And  as  to  the  latter 
part,  respecting  merit  in  the  creature,  we  are  free  to  profess 
there  is  none. 

**  Signed  by  order, 

SAMUEL  HARRIS,  Moderator.** 

VOU  2.  8 
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To  which  the  other  replied  as  follows  : 

**  Dear  Brethren^ 
^<  Inasmuch  as  a  continuation  of  your  Christian  felloW* 
ship  seems  nearly  as  dear  to  us  as  our  lives,  and  seeing 
our  difficulties  concerning  your  principles,  with  respect  ta 
merit  in  the  creature,  particular  election,  and  final  perse^* 
verance  of  the  saints,  are  in  a  hopeful  measure  removing, 
we  do  willingly  retain  you  in  fellowship,  not  raising  the* 
least  bar.  But  do  heartily  wish  and  pray,  that  God,  in  hi& 
providence,  in  hh  own  time,  will  bring  it  about,  when  L- 
rael  shall  all  be  of  one  mind,  speaking  the  same  things. 

"  Signed  ^y  order, 

«  JOHN  WILLIAMS,  Moderator." 

These  terms  being  acceded  to  on  both  sides,  they 
again  met  in  the  meeting-house,  and  resumed  their  bus- 
iness. Their  union  was  as  happy,  as  their  discord  had 
been  distressing. 

This  great  Association,  which  the  next  year  had  in- 
creased to  74  churches,  continued  to  meet  together  for 
the  space  of  eight  years  from  this  period.  But  the 
revolutionary  war  coming  on,  the  embarrassments  and 
anxieties  which  it  occasioned,  in  a  great  measure  check- 
ed their  progress  and  prosperity  y  their  meetings  gene*- 
rally  were  but  thinly  attended,  and  their  principal  trans- 
actions appear  to  have  consisted  in  making  exertions  ta 
free  themselves  from  the  civil  grievances  and  oppres* 
sions,  under  which  they,  as  a  denomination^  laboured^ 


i^^ — . 


CHAP-  Vl^ 

A  short  Account  of  the  General  Committee. 

This  body  succeeded  the  General  Association,  and 
was  composed  of  delegates  from  all  the  Associations 
which  could,  with  convenience,  or  were  disjposed  to 
send  messengers  to  it.  Bui  many  of  the  Vir^nia  Bap* 
tists  were  suspicious  that  this  body  would,  in  time,  grow 
into  something  like  a  Synod  or  Dicuting  Council,  and 
for  that  reason  stood  aloof  froiH  it  for  a  time  $  and,  in- 
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deed,  those  who  sanctioned  it,  and  assisted  in  promot- 
ing its  measures,  were  so  much  afraid  of  horns ^  that  they 
gave  it  scarcely  any  head  or  power.  But  with  all  its  re* 
strictions,  most  of  which  were  probably  necessary  in  or- 
der to  secure  the  independency  of  the  numerous  church- 
es, over  whose  afiairs  it  presided,  it  was  a  very  useful 
body,  and  was  instrumental  in  tearing  off,  one  after 
another,  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  shackles,  by  which 
the  Baptists,  and  other  dissenters  from  the  Episcopal  Es- 
tablishment in  Virginia,  had  been  sorely  galled,  until  an 
entire  and  equal  freedom  was  by  law  established. 

The  General  Comnuttee  was  organized  in  1784,  and 
continued  its  operations  fifteen  years,  vi2;»  until  1 799, 
when  it  was  dissolved. 

The  object,  which  this  body  had  in  view,  may  be 
seen  in  the  following  Articles,  which  contain  the  sub- 
stance of  their  plan  of  government. 

1.  The  General  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  deU 
egates,  sent  from  all  the  District  Associations  that  de- 
sire to  correspond  with  each  other. 

2.  No  Association  shall  be  represented  in  the  General 
Committee  by  more  than  four  delegates. 

S.  The  Committee  thus  composed,  shall  considei*  all 
the  political  grievances  of  the  whole  Baptist  society  in 
Virginia,  and  all  references  from  the  District  Associa- 
tions, respecting  matters  which  concern  the  Baptist  socie- 
ty at  large. 

4.  No  petition,  memorial,  or  remonstrance  shall  be 
presented  to  the  General  Assembly  from  any  Association 
in  connexion  with  the  General  Conamittee.  AH  things 
of  that  kind  shall  originate  with  the  General  Committee. 

The  Virginia  Baptists  at  this  time,  had  TOt  much  in 
the  spirit  of  sending  petitions,  &c.  to  the  ueneral  As- 
sembly ;  and  having  always  met  with  a  favourable  re* 
ception,  the  Committee  fearing  that  in  their  zeal  for 
freedom,  they  would  send  to  the  General  Assembly 
some  unnecessary  instrument  of  the  kind^  and  thereby 
injure  the  cause  which  was  now  in  such  a  promising 
way,  thought  proper  to  lay  this  restriction  upon  them 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  an  evil. 

This  Colnmittee  was  much  engaged,  for  a  few  years 
irom  its  organization,  in  petitioning  the  General  Assem^ 
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Uy  for  a  repeal  of  what  was  called  the  vestry  law,  and 
the  old  law  which  disqualified  all  dissenters  from  cde* 
bratine  the  rites  of  matrimony }  but  most  of  all,  against 
the  biU  for  a  general  assessment,  &c.  All  these  laws^ 
which  were  so  obnoxious  to  the  Baptists,  and  which  the 
Struggling  and  expiring  spirit  of  the  old  establishment 
was  striving  to  maintain  ;  and,  indeed,  every  oppressive 
vestige  of  this  establishment,  the  Committee  finally  had 
the  happiness  of  seeing  abolished. 

Reuben  Ford,  John  Williams,  John  Leland,  and  John 
Waller,  aj^ar  to  have  been  the  most  active  in  conduct* 
ing  the  general  afi&irs  of  the  Virginia  Baptists,  in  these 
times. 

Jeremiah  Walker,  who  had  f c^merly  been  their  secre* 
tary,  their  counsellor,  and  even  their  publick  champion^ 
had  fallen  from  his  elevated  sfbtion,  and  removed  to 
Georgia.  Mr.  John  Leland  removed  from  New«£ng* 
land,  and  settled  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  in  the  year 
1776 ;  he  continued  about  fourteen  years  in  the  State^ 
and  during  the  struggles  for  relinous  freedom,  Mr.  I^e- 
land  took  an  active  and  successnil  part.  But  his  exer- 
tions in  this  field  were  but  a  small  part  of  his  services 
in  \^rginia ;  for  during  his  residence  there,  he  travelled 
extensively,  preached  abundantly,  and  baptized  between 
six  and  seven  hundred  persons. 

7* he  political  grievances  against  which  this  Commit* 
tee  exerted  their  influence  will  be  more  particularly 
mentioned  in  the  next  chapter.  The  most  remarkable 
acts  which  were  performed  by  this  body,  besides  their 
attention  to  these  civil  affairs,  were  their  effecting  an 
union  with  the  Regular  Baptists-^^their  proposing  and 
making  some  progress  towards  the  completion  of  ji  ifix- 
tory  of  the  Baptists  in  ^/r^;m^l— -and  their  forming  a  plan» 
which,  however,  we  are  sorry  to  say  has  never  been 
carried  into  effect,  for  establishing  a  Seminary  of  Learning 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Baptists  in  the  State* 

The  schism  which  tpok  place  among  the  Regular  and 
Separate  Baptists  in  1766,  soon  after  their  rise  in  Vir* 
dmia,  had  continued,  without  being  coiqpletely  healed» 
tor  about  20  years,  although  a  very  friendly  intercourse 
had  been  occasionly  kept  up  amongst  them.  But  in 
17879  the  happy  period  arrived,  in  which  all  the  dis* 


Regulars  and  Separates  anfer  respecting  Difficulties.  61 

pates  between  these  two  bodies  were  compromised)  bu- 
ried, and  f(H-gotteii«  The  adjustment  of  these  disputes 
was  conducted  by  the  General  Committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Separates,  and  on  that  of  the  Regulars  by  dele- 
gates for  the  purpose  from  the  Ketockton  Association  ; 
and  took  place  at  the  fourth  session  of  the  General  Com* 
mittee,  which  was  held  at  Dover  meeting-hoUse,  in 
Goochland  county.  At  this  meeting,  delegates  from 
six  Associations  of  the  Separates,  and  a  number  from 
the  Ketockton,  were  assembled,  when,  pursuant  to  a 
previous  appointment,  the  subject  of  the  union  between 
the  Regulars  and  Separates  was  taken  up,  and  after  a 
brief  and  temperate  discussion  of  their  differences,  a 
happy  and  effisctual  union  was  formed,  and  their  party 
names  dismissed  and  buried. 

The  objections  on  the  part  of  Separates  related  chiefly 
to  matters  of  trivial  importance,  such  as  dress,  &c.  and 
had  been  for  some  time  removed,  as  to  being  a  bar  of 
communion.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Regulars  com- 
plained, that  the  Separates  were  not  sufSdently  explicit 
m  their  principles,  having  never  published  or  sanctioned 
any  confession  of  £aith  ;  and  that  they  kept  within  their 
communion  many  who  were  professed  Arminians.^  To 
these  things  it  was  answered  by  the  Separates,  that  a 
large  majority  of  them  believed  as  much  in  their  con- 
fession  of  faith,  as  they  did  themselves,  although  they 
did  not  entirely  approve  of  the  practice  of  religious  so- 
cieties binding  themselves  too  strictly  by  confessions 
of  £uth,  seeing  there  was  danger  of  their  finally  usurp- 
ing too  high  a  place :  that  if  there  were  some  among 
them,  who  leaned  too  much  to  the  Arminian  system, 
they  were  generally  men  of  exemplary  piety,  and  great 
usefulness  in  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  \  and  they  con- 
ceived it  better  to  bear  with  some  diversity  of  opinion 
in  doctrines,  than  to  break  with  men,  whose  Christian 
deportment  rendered  them  amiable  in  the  estimation  of 
aU  true  lovers  of  genuine  godliness.  Indeed,  that  some 
of  them  had  now  become  rathers  in  the  gospel,  who,  pre- 
vious to  the  bias  which  their  minds  had  received,  had 

*  The  reaidev  nrast  keep  in  mind,  that  in  this  day»  those  were  cftUed  Ar- 

minians,  who  held  to  the  universal  provision  of  the  gospel,  or  that  the  atotie- 
ment  of  Christ  was  general  in  its  nature. 
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t)orne  the  brunt  and  heat  of  persecution ,  vhose  labolirs 
and  sufferings  God  had  blessed,  and  stiU  blessed,  to  the 
great  advancement  of  his  cause—to  exclude  such  as 
these  from  their  communion,  would  be  like  tearing  the 
limbs  from  the  body. 

These  and  such  like  arguments,  were  agitated  both  in 
publick  and  private,  so  that  all  minds  were  much  molli- 
fied, before  the  final  and  successful  attempt  for  union 
was  made.  The  terms  of  the  union  were  entered  on 
the  minutes  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

*'  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  terms  of 
union  with  our  Regular  Brethren,  Reported^  That  they 
conceive  the  manner  in  which  the  Regular  Baptist  con* 
iession  of  faith  has  been  received  by  a  former  Associa- 
tion; is  the  grpund-work  for  such  union.'*  The  man- 
ner of  this  reception  was,  that  they  should  retain  their 
liberty  with  regard  to  the  construction  of  some  of  its 
objectionable  articles. 

After  considerable  debate,  as  to  the  propriety  of  having 
any  confession  of  faith  at  all,  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  received  with  the  following  explanation  : 

^*  To  prevent  the  confession  of  faith  from  usurping  a 
tyrannical  power  over  the  conscience  of  any,  we  do  not 
mean,  that  every  person  is  bound  to  the  strict  observance 
of  every  thing  therein  contained ;  yet  that  it  holds  forth 
the  essential  truths  of  the  gospel,  and  that  the  doctrine  of 
salvation  by  Christ,  and  free  and  unmerited  grace  alone, 
ought  to  be  believed  by  every  Christian,  and  maintained 
by  every  minister  of  the  gospel.  Upon  these  terms  we 
are  united,  and  desire  hereafter,  that  the  names  Regular 
and  Separate  be  buried  in  oblivion  ;  and  that  from  hence- 
forth, we  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  United  Bapiist 
Churches^  in  Virginia.*^ 

This  union  tdok  place  at  a  time  when  a  revival  of  relig- 
ion  had  commenced  which  soon  burst  forth  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left,  throughout  the  State,  ^*  and  noth- 
ing," says  Mr.  Semple,  their  historian,  '^  could  be  more 
salutary  than  this  conjunction  of  dissevered  brethren,  and 
the  accommodating  temper  of  the  parties  by  which  it  was 
effected  ;  and  they  have,  from  that  period  to  the  present 
time,  most  fully  demonstrated,  that  it  was  an  union  of 
hearts  as  well  as  parties.*' 
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In  the  next  year  after  thi$  pleasing  eYent,  there  origin 
Aated  in  this  committee  the  first  proposal  for  publishing 
A  History  oftbfi  RUe  and  Progress  of  the  Baptists  in  Virginia. 
A  number  of  persons  were  chosen  to  engage  in  collecting 
materials  ;  and  the  next  year,  a  sufficient  number  having 
been  collected  for  the  purpose,  Messrs.  John  Leland  and. 
John  Williams  were  appointed  to  commence  the  work. 
The  compilation  of  this  proposed  history  devolved  on 
different  hands,  by  whom  considerable  progress  was  made, 
although  much  remained  yet  to  be  done,  when  it  was 
finally  and  solely  undertaken  by  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Sem- 
ple,  by  whom  it  was  finished  in  a  very  acceptable  manner, 
and  presented^  to  the  publick  in  the  year  1809. 

The  same  year  in  which  the  first  proposal  for  A  Histo* 
fyy  &c.  was  made,  the  committee  received  a  letter  from 
Rev.  James  Manning,  D.  D.  President  of  Providence  Col- 
lege, (now  Brown  yniversity)  in  Rhode-Island,  recom- 
mending  and  encouraging  the  Baptists  of  Virginia  to  es- 
tablish a  Seminary  of  Learning,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
growing  interest.  This  suggestion  of  their  learned  and 
pious  correspondent  met  the  approbation  of  this  board, 
who  soon  began  to  talk  upon  the  subject,  and  who,  after 
a  few  years,  went  so  far  as  to  form  a  plan,  and  appoint 
twenty-one  Trustees,  for  the  intended  Seminary.  But 
this  institution,  which  was  so  much  needed,  and  which, 
tirith  suitable  exertions,  might  have  been  so  easily  estab- 
lished, has  hitherto  only  been  talked  of  It  \^  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  something  more 
efficient  will  be  undertaken.  The  Virginia  Baptists  have 
been  charged  with  *'  holding  as  an  established  ma&im, 
that  human  learning  is  of  no  use/'  This  charge  they  x^ 
sent  as  slanderous  and  false,  and,  generally  speaking,  it 
doubtless  is  so.  But  for  so  large  a  community  as  there 
has  been  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  Virginia,  for  up^ 
wards  of  forty  years,  to  remain  so  long  without  any  litera-^ 
ry  establishment  which  they  can  call  their  own,  gives  oc- 
carion  both  for  friends  and  enemies  to  say,  that  if  they  do 
not  despise  human  learning,  they  have  strangely  neglect- 
ed the  means,  which  they  so  abundantly  possess,  of  pro« 
moting  it. 

The  General  Committee  having  now  accomplished  the 
object  for  which  it  was  organized,  in  1799,  was,  from  pru^ 
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dential  motives,  dissolved.  Dttring  the  period  of  its  exist- 
ence,  an  unreasonable  jealousy,  says  their  historian,  of  its 
exercising  too  much  power,  was  often  manifested  both  by 
Associations  and  individuals.  This,  added  to  some  other 
causes,  produced  a  gradual  declension  in  the  attendance  of 
members,  as  well  as  unpleasant  languor  in  the  transaction 
of  business.  For  these  reasons,  this  body  was  dissolved  at 
the  date  above  meiitioned,  and  was  succeeded  by  one  sirni- 
lar  in  its  form,  though  somewhat  different  in  its  object, 
which  was  denominated 

The  General  Meeting  of  Correspondence. 

This  Meeting,  like  the  General  Committee,  is  formed  of 
delegates  from  all  the  Associations  which  choose  to  promote 
it.  It  was  organized  in  1 800,  and  has  continued  its  an- 
niversary sessions  to  the  present  time. 

The  name  of  this  body  is  sufficiently  descriptive  of  its 
nature  and  design.  Having,  however,  never  had  much 
business  assigned  it,  its  operations  have  hitherto  been 
much  circumscribed.  But  the  advantages  resulting  from 
a  general  intercourse  of  the  Associations  in  Virginia  were 
ao  obvious,  that  the  promoters  of  this  Convention  were 
willing  to  have  a  meeting  on  any  terms  which  would  ac- 
complish that  end. 

The  last  account  we  have  received  from  this  Meeting 
was  in  1 809,  when  it  was  laudably  engaged  in  devising 
plans  *<  for  the  religious  education  of  children,  and  the 
establishment  of  some  seminary  or  publick  school,  to  as- 
sist young  preachers  to  acquire  literary  knowledge.^' 


CHAP.     VII. 


From  the  Commencement  of  legal  Persecution^  until  the  Abolition 

of  the  Established  Church* 

When  the  Baptists  first  appeared  in  North  Carolina  and 
Vir^nia,  they  were  viewed  by  men  in  power  as  beneath 
their  notice ;  none,  said  they,  but  the  weak  and  wicked 
join  them  \  let  them  alone,  they  will  soon  fall  out  among 
themselves,  and  come  to.  notlung.    In  some  places  this 
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maxim  wa$  adhered  to,  and  persecution  in  legal  shape  was 
never  seen.  But  in  many  others,  alarmed  by  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  the  Baptists,  the  men  in  power  strained  every  pe- 
nal law  in  the  Virginia  code,  to  obtain  ways  and  means  to 
put  down  these  disturbers  of  the  peace,  as  they  were  now 
called. 

It  seems  by  no  means  certain,  that  any  law  in  force  in 
Virginia  authorised  the  imprisonment  of  any  person  for 
preaching.  The  law  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  how- 
ever, was  M  interpreted  as  to  answer  this  purpose ;  and, 
accordingly,  whenever  the  preachers  were  apprdiended,  it 
was  done  by  a  peace-warrant. 

The  first  instance  of  actual  imprisonment,  we  believe, 
that  ever  cook  place  in  Virginia,  was  in  the  county  of 
Spottsylvania.  On  the  4th  of  June,  1768,  John  Waller, 
Lewis  Craig,  James  Ghilds,  and  others,  were  seized  by  the 
Sheriff,  and  haled  before  three  magistrates,  who  stood  in 
the  meeting-house  yard,  and  who  bound  them  in  the  pen- 
alty of  one  thousand  pounds,  to  appear  at  Court  two 
days  after.  At  Court  they  were  arraigned  as  disturbers  of 
the  peace ;  on  their  trial,  they  were  vehemently  accused 
by  a  certain  lawyer,  who  said  to  the  Court,  *'  May  it  please 
yovf  worships,  these  men  are  great  disturbers  of  the  peace  i 
they  cannot  meet  a  man  upon  the  road,  but  they  must  ram 
a  text  of  Scripture  down  his  throat.''  Mr.  Waller  made 
his  own  and  his  brethren's  defence  so  ingeniously,  that 
they  were  somewhat  puzzled  to  know  how  to  dispose  of 
them.  They  offered  to  release  them,  if  they  would  promise 
to  preach  no  more  in  the  county,  for  a  year  and  a  day. 
This  they  refused,  and  therefore  were  sent  into  close  jail. 
As  they  were  moving  on  from  the  court-house  to  the  prison, 
through  the  streets  of  Fredericksburg,  they  sung  the  hymn, 
*^  Broad  is  the  road  thai  leads  to  death j**  &c*  This  had  an 
awful  appearance.  After  four  weeks  confinement,  Lewis 
Craig  was  released  from  prison,  and  immediately  went 
down  to  Williamsburg,  to  get  a  release  for  his  companions. 
He  waited  on  the  deputy-governor,  the  Hon.  John  Blair, 
stated  the  case  before  him,  and  received  the  following  let- 
ter, directed  to  the  King's  Attorney,  in  Spottsylvania : 

*'  Sir,— I  lately  received  a  letter  signed  by  a  good  num- 
ber of  worthy  gentlemen,  who  are  not  here,  complaining 
of  the  Baptists }  the  particulars  of  their  misbehaviour  are 
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not  told,  any  farther  than  their  running  into  pf ivate 
houses,  and  making  dissensions.  Mr.  Craig  and  Mr^ 
Benjamin  Waller  are  now  with  me,  and  deny  the  charge^ 
They  teU  me  they  are  willing  to  take  the  oaths,  as  oth« 
er%  have.  I  told  them  I.  had  consulted  the  Attorney- 
General,  who  is  of  opinion,  that  the  General  Court  only 
have  power  to  grant  licenses,  and  therefcnre  1  referred 
them  to  the  Court ;  but,  on  their  application  to  the  AU 
torney-General,  they  brought  me  his  letter,  advising  me 
to  write  to  you  :  That  their  petition  was  a  matter  of 
right,  and  that  you  may  not  molest  these  conscientious 
people,  so  long  as  they  behave  themselves  in  a  manaev 
becoming  pious  Christians,  and  in  obedience  to  the  laws, 
till  the  Courts  when  they  intend  tyapply  for  licenses,  and 
when  the  gentlemen  who  complin  may  make  their  ob- 
jections and  be  heard.  Th^act  of  toleration,  (it  being 
found  by  experience  thai  persecuting  dissenters  in- 
creases their  numbers)  has  given  them  a  right  to  apply^ 
in  a  proper  manner,  for  licensed  houses  for  the  worship 
of  God,  according  to  their  consciences ;  and  I  persuade 
myself  the  gendemen  will  quietly  overlook  their  meet* 
ings  till  the  Court.  I  am  told  they  administer  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper  near  the  manner  we  do,  and 
differ  in  nothing  from  our  church,  but  in  that  of  baptism, 
and  their  renewing  the  ancient  discipline ;  by  whicli 
they  have  reformed  some  sinners  and  brought  them  to  be 
truly  penitent ;  nay,  if  a  man  of  theirs  is  idle,  and  neg- 
lects to  labour  and  provide  for  his  family  as  he  ought,  he 
incurs  their  censures,  which  have  had  good  effects.  If 
this  be  their  behaviour,  it  were  to  be  wished  we  had 
some  of  it  among  us :  but,  at  least,  I  hope  aU  men  may 
remain  quiet  till  Court. 

<^I  am,  with  great  respects  to  the  gentlemen,  Sir, 
your  humble  servant,  JOHN  BLAIR. 

«  WUtiamburg^  July  1 6,  1 768." 

When  the  letter  came  to  the  Attorney,  he  would  have 
nothing  to  say  in  the  affair.  Waller  and  the  others  con- 
tinued in  jail  forty-three  days,  and  were  then  discharged 
without  any  conditions.  While  in  prison,  they  con-- 
stantly  preached  through  the  grates.  The  mob  with- 
out used  every  exertion  to  prevent  the  people  frona 
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hearing,  but  to  little  pxirpose.  Many  heard.  Indeed,  to 
whom  the  word  came  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit 
and  with  power. 

After  their  discharge,  which  was  a  kind  of  triumph, 
Waller,  Craig,  and  their  compeers  in  the  ministry,  re- 
sumed their  labours  with  redoubled  vigour,  gathering 
fortitude  from  their  late  sufferings,  thanking  God  they 
were  counted  worthy  to  suffer  for  Christ  and  his  gospel. 
Day  and  night,  and,  indeed,  aimost  every  day  and  night, 
they  held  meetings  in  their  own  and  the  adjacent  neigh- 
bourhoods. The  spread  of  the  gospel  and  of  Baptist 
principles  was  equal  to  all  their  exertions  ;  insomuch, 
that  in  very  few  sections  of  Virginia  did  the  Baptist 
cause  appear  more  formidable  to  its  enemies,  and  more 
^nsoling  to  its  friends,  than  in  Spottsylvania ;  and  we 
may  add,  so  it  is  to  this.  day. 

We  have  already  observed  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in 
the  county  of  Goochland,  and  that  certain  promising 
young  preachers  were  thrust  into  the  work.  Animated 
as  they  were  with  strong  desires  for  the  welfare  of  souls, 
they  could  not  restrain  themselves  within  the  limits  of 
one  county.  In  December,  1770,  Messrs.  William 
Webber  and  Joseph  Anthony,  two  zealous  young  preach- 
ers, passed  James*river,  into  Chesterfield,  having  been 
previously  invited  by  some  of  the  inhabitants.  They, 
however,  met  with  rigid  treatment.  The  magistrates, 
finding  that  many  were  turning  to  righteousness,  (to 
madness,  as  they  would  have  it)  and  that  these  young 
labourers  were  likely  to  do  them  much  harm,  issued 
warrants,  and  had  them  apprehended  and  cast  into  pris- 
on«  The  Court  requiring  them  to  bind  themselves  to 
do  what  they  could  not  in  conscience  comply  with,  they 
continued  in  jail  until  the  March  following.  While  in 
prison  they  did  much  execution  by  preaching  through 
the  grates  ;  many  people  attended  their  ministry,  and 
many  professed  faith  by  virtue  of  the  labours  of  these, 
the  Lord's  persecuted  servants.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  God's  work  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield  j  no  coun«» 
ty  ever  extended  its  opposition  and  persecution  to  the 
Baptists  farther  than  this<;  and  yet  in  few  counties 
Jiave  Baptist  principles  prevailed  more  extensively. 
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When  Webber  aad  Anthony  were  let  go,  tbey  re» 
turned  to  Goochhnd,  to  their  own  company,  and  re« 
snmed  their  great  work :  Mr.  Webber,  however,  enjoyr 
ed  his  liberty  cM)Iy  a  few  months^  He  consented  to 
travel  with  John  WaUer,  on  a  course  of  meetings,  to 
Middlesex,  to  the  upper  end  of  which  place  they  arriv- 
ed on  the  ]Oth  of  August,  1771*  They  soon  found, 
however,  there  was  no  chance  to  proceed  in  their  wcMrk'. 
While  Webber  was  preaching  from  these  words,  ^^  Shew 
Pie  ibyf$ith  wkbtM  thy  worksj  and  I  will  shew  you  myAuih 
by  my  works  y^  a  magistrate  pushed  up,  and  drew  back  his 
club,  with  a  design  to  knock  him  down ;  some  person  be« 
hind  him  caught  the  club,  and  prevented  the  mischief. 
Having  a  warrant  to  apprehend  all  who  preached,  and 
being  backed  by  two  Sheri&,  he  seized  William  Web<* 
ber,  John  Waller,  James  Greenwood,  and  Robert  Ware« 
On  the  same  day,  Thomas  Waford,  who  had  travelled 
from  the  upper  country  with  the  preachers,  though  no 
preacher  himself,  was  severely  beaten  by  one  of  the  per- 
secutors with  a  whip,  the  scar  of  which  he  will  probably 
carry  to  his  grave;  he  with  the  fbt»r  above-named 
preachers,  were  tried  by  James  Montague,  They  irst 
searched  their  saddle-b^gs,  to  find  treasonable  papers ; 
finding  none,  they  proceeded  to  trial,  taking  them,  one 
by  one,  into  private  rooms,  proposing  to  them  to  give 
bond  and  security  not  to  preach  in  the  county  again* 
Each  of  them  expressly  relhised ;  Waferd  was  discharge 
ed,  not  being  a  preacher ;  the  other  four  were  ordered 
to  prison,  and  being  conducted  by  two  Sheriffi,  they 
were  safely  lodged  in  dose  jail  that  night,  about  9 
o'clock*  Having  borrowed  a  candle  of  the  jailer,  and 
suag  the  praises  of  that  Redeemer  whose  cross  they 
bore,  and  from  whose  hands  they  expected  %  crown  in 
the  end^-^-and  having  returned  thsmks  that  it  was  a  prison 
and  not  hril  that  they  wefe  in^^pmying  for  themselves, 
their  frknds,  their  enemies,  and  persecutors,««-they  laid 
down  to  aleep.  The  next  day  being  Sabbath,  mafiy  of 
their  friends  came  to  see  them,  and  were  admitted  into 
the  prison :  James  Greenwood  preached  to  them.  They 
were  wdl  si^pUed  by  their  friends  with  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  for  Uvmg,  which,  added  to  the  sense  tA  di- 
vide gpodufss  that  they  enjoyed*  they  had  not,  on  the 
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wkole,  an  unpleasant  season.  Tbey  gave  notice  that  they 
wcnild  preach  every  Wednesday  and  Sunday.  Many  came 
to  hear  them,  insomuch  that  their  enemies  began  to  be 
enra|^  and  would  frequently  beat  a  drum  while  they 
were  preaching. 

On  Monday  the  Q^th^  being  Court  day,  they  were  car<» 
ried  to  the  court*house  to  be  tried.  A  guard  attended 
them,  as  if  they  had  been  criminals.  They  were  not  al« 
lowed  to  speak  for  themselves,  but  peremptorily  requir* 
ed  to  give  bond  and  security  for  good  behaviour,  and 
not  to  preach  in  the  county  again  for  one  year.  These 
terms  they  expressly  refused,  and  w^e  remanded  to 
prison,  and  orders  given  that  they  should  be  fed  on 
bread  and  water ;  accordingly  the  nest  day  they  had 
nothing  else,  and  not  enough  of  bread.  Thus  it  contin- 
ued for  four  days,  until  the  brethren  and  friends  found 
it  out ;  after  that,  they  were  furnished  so  plentifully 
that  they  bestowed  much  upon  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  On  September  lOth,  they  were  allowed  the 
prison  bounds,  by  which  they  were  much  relieved ;  yet 
they  were  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
the  jail,  to  avoid  the  fage  of  persecutors.  The  Lord 
duly  opened  the  hearts  of  the  people :  the  rich  sent 
many  presents,  things  calculated  to  nourish  them  in 
their  su£ferings,  and  alleviate  their  sorrows.  Mr.  Web* 
ber  feU  sick ;  this  excited  the  sympathy  of  their  friends 
in  a  higher  degree,  and  they  paid  him  great  attention. 
The  persecutCHTs  found  that  the  imprisonment  of  the 
preachers  tended  rather  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gos- 
pel )  for  they  preached  regularly  in  their  prison,  crowds 
attended  to  hear,  and  their  preaching  seemed  to  have  a 
double  weight  when  coming  from  the  jail ;  many  view* 
ed  it  with  superstitious  reverence,  so  that  their  enc* 
mies  became  desirous  to  be  rid  of  them.  Accordingly, 
on  the  26th  day  of  September,*after  having  been  thirty 
days  in  dose  confinement,  and  sixteen  days  in  tlie 
bounds,  they  were  liberated,  upon  giving  a  bond  for 
good  behaviour. 

The  rage  of  persecutors  had  in  no  wise  abated ;  they 
seraned,  sometimes,  to  strive  to  treat  the  Baptists  and 
their  worsldp  with  as  much  rudeness  and  indecency  as 
was  possible*    They  often  i^suked  the  preachers  in  time 
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of  service,  and  would  tide  into  the  water,  and  make 
sport,  when  they  administered  baptism.  They  fre- 
quently fabricated  and  spread  the  most  groundless  re- 
ports,  which  were  injurious  to  the  characters  of  the 
Baptists ;  and  when  a  Baptist  fell  into  any  improper 
conduct,  it  was  always  exaggerated  to  the  utmost  extent. 
On  one  occasion,  when  Robert  Ware  was  preaching, 
there  came  two  sons  of  Belial,  one  named  Davis  and  the 
other  Kemp,  and  stood  before  him  with  a  bottle,  and 
drank,  offering  the  bottle  to  him,  cursing  him.  As  soon 
as  he  closed  his  service,  they  drew  out  a  pack  of  cards, 
and  began  to  play  on  the  stage  where  he  had  been  stand- 
ing, wishing  him  to  reprove  them,  that  they  might  beat 
him.  But  it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  these  two  men  both 
died  soon  after,  ravingly  distracted,  each  accusing  the 
other  of  leading  him  into  so  detestable  a  crime.  Not- 
withstanding these  severe  oppositions,  the  word  of  the 
Lord  grew  and  multiplied  greatly.  Young  preachers 
were  ordained,  and  churches  constituted  ;  the  first  of 
which  was  Lower  King  and  Queen  church,  constituted 
October  17,  1772,  with  seventeen  members,  and  on  thq 
1 1th  February  following,  Robert  Ware  was  ordained  as 
pastor.  Glebe  Landing  church  was  also  constituted  at 
the  same  time,  and  James  Greenwood  was  ordained  a 
lay-elder.  Exol  and  Piscataway  churches  were  consti- 
tuted in  no  great  while  after  this.  These  new  churches, 
filled  with  young  and  inexperienced  members,  were  vis- 
ited frequently  by  John  Waller,  accompanied  sometimes 
by  one,  and  sometimes  by  another  of  the  preachers  of 
his  own  vicinity.  His  ministrations,  on  the  one  hand, 
were  exceeding  salutary  and  comfortable  to  his  friends ; 
but  on  the  other,  highly  displeasing  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Baptists.  They  viewed  Waller  as  the  ring-leader  of 
all  the  confusion  and  disturbance  that  had  befallen 
them.  Great  congregations  of  people  attended  the  Bap. 
tiit  meetings,  while  very  few  went  to  the  parish  church- 
es.  The  zealots  for  the  old  order  were  greatly  embar- 
rassed: If  s^y  they y  ive  permit  them  to  go  on\  our  church 
must  come  to  nothing  ;  and  yet,  if  we  punish  them,  as  far  as 
we  can  stretch  the  law,  it  seems  not  to  deter  them  ;  for  they 
preach  through  prison  windows,  in  spite  ^  our  endeavours  to 
prevent  it.     Sometimes  the  rector  of  the  parish  would 
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give  notice,  that  on  a  certain  day,  he  would  prove  the 
Baptists  to  be  deceivers  j  and  their,  doctrines  false.  The  at- 
tempt was  often  made,  but  they  uniformly  injured  their 
own  cause  ;  their  arguments  were  generally  drawn  from 
the  extravagancies  of  the  German  Anabaptists  j  to  this 
the  Baptists  in  a  word  replied,  that  they  disclaimed  all  con- 
nexion  with  the  Anabaptists^  and  felt  themselves  no  more  re^ 
sponsible  for  their  irregularities  ^  than  the  Episcopalians  could 
feel  for  the  fooleries  of  the  Papists  ;  that  the  bible  was  the 
criterion  ;  by  that  they  were  willing  to  stand  or  fall.  Not 
unfrequently,  their  leading  men  would  attend  the  Bap- 
tist meetings,  and  would  enter  into  arguments  with  the 
preachers  :  they  insisted  that  their  church  was  the  old- 
est, and  consequently  the  best ;  that  their  ministers  w^ere 
learned  men,  and  consequently  most  competent  to  inter- 
pret scripture  ^  that  the  better  sort  and  well-informed, 
adhered  to  them,  whilst  none,  or  scarcely  ^ny  except  the 
lower  order,  followed  the  Baptists  j  that  they  were  all 
in  peace  and  friendship  before  the  coming  of  the  Bap- 
tists, but  now  their  houses  and  neighbourhoods  were 
filled  with  religious  disputes  \  that  the  Baptists  were 
fisilse  prophets,  who  were  to  come  in  sheeps^  clothing. 
.  To  these  arguments.  Waller  and  the  other  preachers^ 
boldly  and  readily  replied,  that  if  they  were  wolves  in 
sheeps'  clothing,  ajid  their  opponents  were  true  sbeep^ 
it  was  quite  unaccountable  that  they  were  persecuted, 
and  cast  into  prison ;  it  is  well  known  that  wolves 
would  destroy  sheep,  but  never,  until  then,  that  sheep 
would  prey  upon  wolves  ;  that  their  coming  might,  in- 
deed, interrupt  their  peace  ;  but  certainly,  if  it  did,  it 
must  be  a  false  peace,  bordering  on  destruction  ;  and  to 
rouse  them  from  this  lethargy,  was  like  waking  a  man 
whose  house  was  burning  over  him  ;  that  the  effects  of 
their  coming  was  similar  to  those  foretold  by  Christ,  as 
arising  from  the  propagation  of  his  word,  namely,  '^  that 
there  should  be  five  in  one  house^  three  against  two^  and  t'ujo 
against  three  j**  that  if  the  higher  ranks  in  society  did 
not  countenance  them,  it  was  no  more  than  what  befel 
their  Master,  and  his  inspired  Apostles ;  that  rich  men, 
in  every  generation,  with  some  few  exceptions,  were 
enemies  to  a  pure  gospel ;  but  that  God  hud  declared, 
that  he  had  cnosen  the  poor  of  this  world  to  be  rich  in 
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fUth ;  that^  it  was  true,  most  of  their  preachers  were 
unlearned,  yet  that  they  had  evidences  they  were  calU 
ed  to  the  ministry  by  the  will  of  God ;  that  this  was 
the  most  essential  qualification  of  a  minister,  the  want 
of  which,  all  the  learning  of  all  the  schoids  could  not 
supi^y. 

The  Baptist  preachers  would  often  retort  their  own 
inconsistencies  upon  them ;  that  while  they  professed 
to  be  Christians,  they  indulged  themselves  in  the  viola- 
tion of  mo^  of  the  Christian  precepts ;  that  their  com- 
munion was  often  polluted,  by  the  admission  of  known 
drunkards,  gamesters,  swearers,  and  revellers ;  that  even 
their  clergy,  learned  as  they  were,  had  never  learned  the 
most  essential  doptrine  of  revelation,  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  the  new  birth,  or  being  born  qgtiin  ;  that  their 
publick  discourses  were  nothing  more  than  moral  ad- 
dresses, such  as  a  pagan  philosopher,  unassisted  by  the 
Bible,  could  have  composed. 

Foiled  in  their  arguments,  and  galled  by  the  reproach- 
es cast  upon  them,  which,  doubtless,  were  often  done 
with  too  much  acrimony,  they  again  resorted  to  the 
civil  power.  In  August,  1772,  James  Greenwood  and 
William  Loveall  were  preaching,  not  far  from  the  place 
where  Bruington  meeting-house  now  stands,  in  the 
county  of  King  and  Queen,  when  they  were  seized  by 
virtue  of  a  warrant,  and  immediately  conveyed  to  pris- 
on. After  the  first  day  and  night,  they  were  allowed 
the  bounds.  Having  continued  m  prison  sixteen  days, 
until  Court,  they  were  discharged,  upon  giving  bond, 
merely  for  good  behaviour.  At  this  season  they  receiv- 
ed the  most  unbounded  kindness  from  Mr.  Hu*wood 
the  jailer,  and  his  lady.  They  preached  regularly  while 
in  prison,  and  to  much  purpose. 

On  March  13th,  1774,  the  day  on  which  Piscataway 
church  was  constituted,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  appre* 
hend  all  the  Baptist  preachers  that  were  at  meeting. 
Accordingly,  John  Waller,  John  Sliackleford,  Robert 
Ware,  and  Ivison  Lewis,  were  taken  and  carried  before 
a  magistrate.  Ivison  Lewis  was  dismissed,  not  havinfg 
preacned  in  the  county ;  the  other  four  were  sent  to 
prison.  It  appears  from  Waller's  journals,  that  while  in 
prisofi»  God  permitted  th^m  to  pass  through  divers  and 
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fiery  trials ;  their  minds,  for  a  season,  being  greatly  ha« 
rassed  by  the  enemv  of  souls.  They,  however,  from 
first  to  last  of  their  imprisonment,  preached  twice  a 
week,  gave  much  godly  advice  to  such  as  came  to  visit 
them,  read  a  great  deal,  and  prayed  almost  without 
ceasing.  In  their  stated  devotion,  morning,  noon,  and 
night,  they  were  often  joined  by  others.  They  contin- 
ued  in  close  confinement  from  the  13th  to  the  2 1st  of 
March,  which  was  Court  day  i  being  brought  to  trial, 
they  were  required  to  give  bond  and  security  for  their 
good  behaviour  for  twelve  months,  or  go  back  to  pris- 
on. Ware  and  Shackleford  gave  bond,  and  went  home ; 
Waller,  being  always  doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  giving 
any  bond  whatever,  determined  to  go  back  to  jail. 

The  trials  of  this  man  of  God  were  now  greater  than 
ever.  Deserted  by  his  brethren^  sco£Fed  at,  persecuted 
by  his  enemies,  locked  up  with  a  set  of  drunken,  pro- 
^ne  wretches,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  commit 
himself  to  the  hands  of  his  God,  and  wait  his  deliver* 
ance.  After  remaining  in  prison  fourteen  days,  he  gaio* 
ed  his  own  consent  to  give  bond,  and  go  home. 

We  have  thus  stated  a  few  instances  of  the  sufferings 
of  God's  ministers  in  those  times  ;  time  and  space  would 
fail  to  enumerate  them  all.  They  used  to  preach  to  the 
people  through  the  grates  ;  to  prevent  which,  some  ilU 
disposed  men  would  be  at  the  expense  of  erecting  a 
high  wall  round  the  prison  ;  others  would  employ  half- 
drunken  strolls  to  beat  a  drum  round  the  prison,  to  pre- 
Vent  the  people  from  hearing.  Sometimes  matches  and 
pepperjpods  were  burnt  at  the  prison  door,  and  many 
such  afflictions  the  dear  disciples  went  through.  About 
thirty  preachers  were  honoured  with  a  dungeon,  and  a 
few  others  beside.  Some  of  them  were  imprisoned  as 
often  as  four  times,  besides  all  the  mobs  and  perils  they 
went  through.  The  dragon  roared  with  hideous  peals^ 
but  was  not  r^^-— the  beast  appeared  formidable,  but 
was  not  s€arlet-€oloured._  Virginia  soil  has  never  beea 
stained  with  vital  blood  for  conscience  sikid^f^LelatuPs 
Virginia  Chronicle. 

From  the  beginning,  the  Baptists  were  unremitting 
in  their  exertions  to  obtain  liberty  of  conscience ;  they 
contended  that  they  could  not  be  imprisoned  by  any 
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existing  law ;  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  same  pml* 
leges  that  were  enjoyed  by  the  dissenters  in  England : 
their  judges,  however,  decided  otherwise ;  and  as  there 
was  no  r^^ar  appeal,  the  propriety  of  that  decision  has 
tiot  been  legaUy  ascertained.  The  prevailing  opinion  ia 
the  present  day  is,  that  their  imprisonment  was  unbw- 
fiiL  When  they  could  not  succeed  in  this  way,  they  re- 
sorted to  the  General  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
licensed  places  for  preaching,  &c.  agreeably  to  the  toler- 
ation law  in  England. 

On  thb  subject  Mr.  Edwards  has  the  following  obser- 
vations :  ^  Some,  who  have  allowed  the  sufferings  of 
the  Baptists  in  Virginia  to  be  of  the  nature  of  persecution^ 
have  also  said,  ^*  that  they  may  blame  themselves  for 
them,  because  they  refused  to  put  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  the  Toleration  Act.'^  To  this  it  may  be  re- 
plied, that  the  spread  of  the  Baptists  in  Virginia  is  almost 
a  new  thing,  and  that  among  people,  who,  for  the  most 
part,  knew  little  of  law,  and  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  protestant  dissenters.  However,  it  is  not  true 
that  Baptists  have  either  refused  or  neglected  to  daim 
their  rights.  Some  have  obtained  licenses,  others  have 
been  refused  under  various  pretences ;  some  alleging 
that  the  Toleration  Act  was  not  in  force  in  Virginia,  be- 
<ause  it  is  of  later  date  than  their  charter^  and  was  never 
formally  adc^ted  b^  the  Legislature  ;  others,  that  they 
never  would  adopt  it^  but  keep  it  out  of  the  province  as 
they  did  the  Stamp  Act ;  and  some,  that  it  was  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Assembly,  and  not  of  justices  of  inferior 
Courts,  to  grant  licenses.  By  these  means,  the  suits  of  the 
Baptists  were  deferred,  tod  the  clergy,  magistrates,  and 
mobs,  in  many  {daces,  continued  to  treat  them  despite- 
fiilly.  At  last,  the  Baptists  addressed  the  Assembly  for 
their  privileges  as  protestant  dissenters.  The  Assembly, 
instead  of  adopting  the  Toleration  Act  as  it  was  framed 
in  Elngland,  drew  up  a  bill  something  like  it.  When 
this  made  its  appearance  in  the  publick  papers,  the  Baj^ 
tists  saw  themselves  under  a  necessity  of  remonstrating 
against  it,  and  of  renewing  their  claim  to  peace  and 
impunity,  in  consequence  oi  the  Toleration  Act,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  is  co-extensive  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Church  of  England.^ 
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It  was  in  makiBg  these  attempts,  that  they  were  sa 
fortunate  as  to  interest  in  their  behalf  the  celebrated 
Patnck  Henry ;  being  always  the  friend  of  liberty,  he 
only  needed  to  be  informed  of  their  oppression ;  with* 
out  hesitation,  he  stepped  forward  to  their  relief.  From 
that  time,  until  the  day  of  their  complete  emancipation 
from  the  shackles  of  tyranny,  the  Baptists  found,  in 
Patrick  Henry,  an  unwavering  friend ;  after  some  diffi* 
culty  they  obtained  their  object,  and  certain  places  were 
licensed  accordingly.  But  to  a  peojrfe,  prompted  as  the 
Baptists  were,  with  unwearied  zeal  for  the  propagatioa 
of  the  gospel,  a  few  licensed  places  in  each  county  was 
but  a  small  acquisition  ;  they  thirsted  for  the  liberty  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  thing  tended  to  favour  their 
wishes ;  their  persecution,  so  far  from  impeding,  really 
promoted  their  cause ;  their  preachers  had  noW  become 
numerous,  and  some  of  them  were  men  of  considerable 
talents.  Many  of  the  leading  men  favoured  them,  some 
from  <me  motive^  and  some  from  another ;  their  congre« 
gations  were  large,  and  when  any  of  their  men  of  talents 
preached,  they  were  crowded.  The  patient  manner  in 
which  they  suffered  persecution^  raised  their  reputation 
for  piety  and  goodness,  in  the  estimation  of  a  large  ma* 
jority  of  the  people.  Their  numbers  annually  increased 
in  a  surprising  degree*  Every  month,  new  places  were 
found  by  the  preachers,  whereon  to  plant  the  Redeeiper's 
standard.  In  these  places,  although  but  few  might  he^ 
come  Baptists,  yet  the  majority  would  be  favourable^ 
Many,  who  had  expressed  great  hostility  to  them,  upon 
forming  a  more  close  acquaintance  vtritb  themy  professed 
to  be  undeceived. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  first  Separate  Baptise 
Church,  north  of  James-river,  was  formed  in  1 7679  and 
the  second  in  1769 ;  so  that,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1770,  there  were  but  two  Separate  churches  in 
all  Virginia,  north  of  James-river ;  and  we  may  add, 
there  were  not  more  than  about  four  on  the  south  side^ 
In  1774,  by  referring  to  the  History  of  the  General  As- 
sociatipn,  we  find,  that  there  wete  thirty  on  the  south, 
and  twenty-four  on  the  north  side,  that  sent  letters,  &c.  to 
f  he  Association ;  besM^s  a  probability  of  several  that  di4 
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aot  asMCtiite.  By  which  it  appears^  that  about  fifty 
churches  were  gathered  in  about  four  years,  which  must 
be  considered  a  most  rapid  and  astonishing  increase. 
But  the  Baptist  interest  increased  in  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion.  So  favourable  did  their  prospects  appear,  that 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1774,  they  began  to  eni 
tertain  serious  hopes,  not  only  of  obtaining  liberty  of 
conscience,  but  of  actually  overturning  the  church  estab« 
lishment,  from  whence  all  their  oppressions  had  arisen* 
Petitions  for  this  purpose  were  accordingly  drawn,  and 
drculated  with  great  industry.  Vast  numbers  readily 
and  eagerly  subscribed  to  them. 

The  great  success  and  rapid  increase  of  the  Baptists  in 
Virginia,  must  be  ai^cribed  primarily  to  the  power  of 
God  working  with  them  ;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  but 
that  there  were  subordinate  and  co-operating  causes ; 
one  of  which,  and  the  main  one,  was  the  loose  and  im- 
moral deportment  of  the  established  clergy,  by  which 
the  people  w^ere  left  almost  destitute  of  even  the  shadow 
of  true  religion.  It  is  true,  they  had  some  outward 
forms  of  worship,  but  the  essential  principles  of  Christi« 
anity  were  not  only  not  understood  amone  them,  but 
by  many  never  heard  of.  Some  of  the  cardmal  precepts 
of  morality  were  disregarded,  and  actions  plainly  for* 
bidden  by  the  New-Testament  were  often  proclaimed  by 
the  clergy,  harmless  and  innocent,  or  at  worst,  foibles  of 
but  little  account.  Having  no  discipline,  every  man* 
followed  the  bent  of  his  own  inclination.  It  was  not 
uncommon  for  rectors  of  parishes  to  be  men  of  the 
loosest  morals.  The  Baptist  preachers  were,  in  almost 
every  respect,  the  reverse  of  the  established  clergy; 
without  learning,  without  patronage,  generally  very 
poor,  plain  in  their  dress,  unrefined  in  their  manners, 
awkward  in  their  address ;  all  of  which,  by  their  enter- 
prising zeal  and  unwearied  perseverance,  they  either 
turned  to  advantage,  or  prevented  their  ill  effects^  On 
the  other  hand,  most  of  the  ministers  of  the  establish- 
ment were  men  of  classical  educations,  patronised  by 
men  in  power,  connected  with  great  families,  supported 
by  competent  salaries,  and  put  into  office  by  the  strong 
arm  of  civil  pow^r.  Thus  pampered  and  secure,  the 
men  of  this  order  were  rolling  on  the  bed  of  luxury. 
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when  the  others  b^n  their  extraordiaary  career. 
Their  leariiiDg»  rich^s»  power^  &c.  seemed  only  to  hast* 
9a  their  overthrow,  by  producing  an  unguarded  heed* 
lessoess,  which  is  so  often  the  prelude  to  calaniity  and 
downfall. 

We  are  not  to  understand,  that  this  important  ec- 
clesiastical revdution  was  eflfected  wholly  by  the  Bap« 
tists ;  it  is  true,  they  were  the  most  active,  but  they  were 
joined  by  other  dissenters ;  neither  was  the  whole  dis^ 
senting  interest  united,  at  that  time,  equal  to  the  accom« 
pUshment  of  such  a  revolution ;  but  we  must  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  political  state  of  the  country,  to  find  adequate 
causes  for  such  a  change. 

The  British  yoke  had  now  galled  to  the  quick,  and 
the  Virginians,  having  the  most  tender  necks,  were  the 
first  to  manifest  uneasiness.  Republican  principles  bad 
gained  much  ground,  and  were  fast  advancing  to  superi- 
ority ;  the  leading  men  on  that  side,  viewed  the  estab« 
lished  clergy  and  the  established  religion  as  inseparable 
appendages  of  Monarchy,  one  of  the  pillars  by  which  it 
was  supported.  The  dissenters,  at  least  the  Baptists, 
were  republicans  from  interest,  as  well  as  principle  ;  it 
was  known  that  their  interest  was  great  among  the  com- 
son  peopk ;  and  the  common  people,  in  every  country, 
are,  more  or  less,  republicans*  To  resist  British  op- 
pressions effectually,  it  was  necessary  to  soothe  the  minds 
bf  the  people,  by  every  species  of  policy.  The  dissenters 
were  too  powerful  to  be  slighted,  and  too  watchful  to 
be  cheated  by  an  ineffectual  sacrifice.  There  had  been 
a  time,  when  they  would  have  been  satisfied  to  have 
paid  their  tithes,  if  they  could  have  had  liberty  of  con* 
science ;  but  now  the  crbis  was  such,  that  nothing  less 
than  a  total  overthrow  of  all  ecclesiastical  distinctions, 
would  satisfy  their  sanguine  hopes.  Having  started  the 
decaying  edifice,  every  dissenter  put  to  his  shoulder,  to 
push  it  into  irretrievable  ruin.  The  revolutionary  party 
found  that  the  sacrifice  must  be  made,  and  they  made  it. 
It  is  said,  however,  and  probably  not  without  truth, 
that  many  of  the  Episcopalians,  who  voted  for  abolishing 
the  establishment,  did  it  upon  an  expectation  that  it 
would  be  succeeded  by  a  general  assessment ;  and,  con- 
sidering that  most  of  the  men  of  wealth  were  on  that 
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side,  they  supposed  that  their  funds  would  be  lessened 
very  Uttle.  This,  it  appeared  in  the  sequel,  was  a  vain 
expectation.  The  people  having  once  shaken  off  the 
fetters,  would  not  again  permit  themselves  to  be  bound- 
Moreover,  the  war  now  rising  to  its  height,  they  were 
in  too  much  need  of  funds,  to  permit  any  of  their  re- 
sources to  be  devoted  to  any  other  purpose,  during  that 
period  ;  and  we  shall  see,  that  when  it  was  attempted,  a 
few  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  war,  the  people  set 
their  faces  against  it. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  establishment,  it  will  be 
proper  to  treat  more  fiilly  respecting  the  origin,  and  na* 
ture  of  those  laws,  by  which  it  arose  and  fell. 

The  first  settlers  of  Virginia  being  chiefly  emigrants 
from  England,  brought  with  them  all  that  religious  in- 
tolerance which  had  so  long  prevailed  in  the  mother 
country^  Thus  we  see,  that  the  first  care  of  the  early 
Legislatures,  was  to  provide  for  the  Church  of  England, 
as  established  by  the  act  of  Parliament.  By  the  first  act 
of  1623,  it  is  provided,  that  in  every  plantation  or  set* 
tlement,  there  shall  be  a  house  or  rocmi  set  apart  for  the 
worship  of  God.  But  it  soon  appears  that  this  worship 
was  only  to  be  according  to  the  canons  of  the  Church  of 
England,  to  which  a  strict  uniformity  was  enjoine4«  A 
person  absenting  himself  from  divine  service  on  a  Sun- 
day, without  a  reasonable  excuse,  forfeited  a  pound  of 
tobacco ;  and  he  that  absented  himself  a  month,  forfeited 
fifty  pounds.  Any  minister,  who  was  absent  from  his 
church  above  two  months  in  a  year,  forfeited  half  his 
Salary ;  and  he  who  absented  himself  four  months,  for- 
feited the  whole.  Whoever  disparaged  a  minister, 
whereby  the  minds  of  the  parishioners  might  be  aliena- 
ted, was  compelled  to  pay  five  hundred  pounds  of  to* 
bacco,  and  ask  the  minister's  pardon  publickly  in  the 
congregation.  No  man  was  permitted  to  dispose  of  any 
of  his  tobacco,  till  the  minister  was  satisfied,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiting  double  his  part  of  the  minister's 
salary. 

The  first  allowance  made  to  the  ministers  was  ten 
pounds  of  tobacco  and  a  bushel  of  corn  for  each  titheable ; 
and  every  labouring  person,  of  what  quality  or  conditicm 
soever,  was  bound  to  contribute.  In  the  year  1631, 
the  Assembly  granted  to  the  ministers,  besides  the  form? 
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er  allowaBce  of  ten  pounds  of  tobacco  and  a  bushel  of 
corn,  the  twentieth  calf,  the  twentieth  kid,  and  the 
twentieth  pig.  This  was  the  first  introduction  of  tythes, 
properly  so  called,  in  Virginia.  But  it  did  not  continue 
long,  for  the  law  was  teoealed  in  1 633. 

To  preserve  the  *^  purity  of  doctrine,  and  unity  of  the 
church,"  it  was  enacted  in  1643,  that  all  ministers 
should  be  conformable  to  the  orders  and  constitutions 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  no  others  be  per- 
mitted to  teach  or  preach  pubUckly  or  privately.  It 
was  further  provided,  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
should  take  care,  that  all  mn^conformists  departed  the 
colony  with  all  conveniency. 

The  statute  of  England  of  the  3d  of  James  I.  against 
popish  recusants,  was  also  adopted  in  Virginia,  in  the 
year  1643.  This  statute  declared,  that  no  popish  recu- 
sant should  exercise  the  office  of  secret  counsellor,  regis- 
ter, commissioner,  (a  term  then  used  for  justices  of  the 
peace)  surveyor,  or  sheriff,  or  any  other  publick  office. 
Nor  should  any  person  be  admitted  into  any  of  those 
offices,  before  he  had  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacv.  The  same  act  of  Assembly,  by  which  the 
statute  ox  3d  James  I.  was  adopted,  further  declared, 
that  if  any  person  should  assume  the  exercise  of  any  of 
those  offices,  and  refuse  to  take  the  said  oaths,  he  should 
be  dismissed,  and  moreover  forfeit  one  thousand  pounds 
of  tobacco.  No  popish  priest  thereafter  arriving  in  the 
colony,  was  permitted  to  remain  more  than  five  days,  if 
wind  and  weather  permitted  his  departure. 

During  the  existence  of  the  commonwealth  of  En- 
gland, the  church  government  of  Virginia  experienced 
an  io^portant  change.  Instead  of  enjoining  obedience  to 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England,  no 
injunction  in  favour  of  any  particular  sect  appears.  £v» 
ery  thing  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  church,  was  left  at 
XhiQ  entire  disposal  of  the  vestry,  who  being  elected  by 
the  people,  it  may,  in  effect,  be  said  that  the  people  reg- 
ulated their  own  church  government. 

The  Quakers  were  now  flying  from  persecution  in 
England*  They  cast  their  eyes  on  these  new  countries, 
as  asylums  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  \  but  they  soon 
found  them  free  only  for  the  reigning  sect.    When  they 
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first  made  their  appearance  in  Virfpnia,  the  Utmost  de» 
gree  of  persecution  was  exercised  towards  them.  Seir« 
eral  acts  of  the  Virginia  Assembly  of  1659,  1662,  and 
1663,  had  made  it  penal  in  their  parents  to  reftise  to 
have  their  children  baptized  ;  had  prohibited  the  unlaw- 
ful assembling  of  the  Quakers ;  had  made  it  penal  for 
any  master  of  a  vessel  to  bring  a  Quaker  into  the  State ; 
had  ordered  those  already  here,  and  such  as  should  come 
hereafter,  to  be  imprisoned  till  they  should  abjure  the 
country  ;  provided  a  milder  punishment  for  their  first 
and  second  return,  but  death  for  the  third  ;  had  inhibit* 
ed  all  persons  from  suffering  their  meetings  in  or  near 
their  houses,  entertaining  them  individually,  or  disposing 
of  books  which  supported  their  tenets.  If  no  capital  exe- 
cution took  place  here,  as  did  in  New-England,  it  was 
not  owing  to  the  moderation  of  the  church,  or  spirit  of 
the  Legislature,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  law  itself; 
but  to  historical  circumstances,  which  have  not  been 
handed  down  to  us. 

This  severe  law  against  the  Quakers  passed  during 
the  commonwealth,  when  the  people  were  unrestrained 
in  matters  of  religion  $  but  it  happened  in  this  case^  as 
it  generally  has,  where  the  civil  power  undertakes  to  in* 
terfere  at  all,  that  the  ruling  party  in  the  State  will  tole- 
rate no  religion  in  the  churchy  but  their  own. 

A  levy  of  fifteen  pounds  of  tobacco  per  poll,  was  laid 
in  the  year  1655,  upon  all  titheables ;  the  surplus  of 
which,  siter  paying  the  minister's  salary,  was  to  be  laid 
out  in  purchasing  a  glebe  and  stock  for  the  minister. 
This  law  was  re-enacted  in  the  revisal  of  1 657.  After 
the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  which  happened  on  the 
29th  of  May,  1 660,  a  temporary  provision  was  again 
made  for.  the  established  church. 

In  the  year  1 66 1 ,  the  supremacy  of  the  Church  of 
England  was  again  Ailly  estaUished.  The  first  nine  acts 
of  the  session,  held  in  March,  1661—2,  are  devoted  to 
that  subject.  A  church  was  to  be  built  in  each  parish, 
and  vestries  appointed.  Glebes  were  directed  to  be  pro- 
cured for  the  ministers,  and  convenient  houses  built 
thereon  ;  in  addition  to  which,  their  salaries  were  fixed 
at  80l.  per  annum,  at  least,  besides  their  perqubites.  No 
minister  was  permitted  to  preach,  unless  he  had  received 
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•rdsnattoh  frosi  ^one  biskop  in  England.  If  any  per- 
son, without  such  ordination,  attempted  to  preach  pub* 
Hckly  or  privately,  the  Governor  and  Council  might 
suspend  and  silence  him ;  and,  if  he  persisted,  they.wer^ 
empowered  to  send  him  btit  of  the  country.  In  tho$0 
Iparishes, where  there  was  not  a  minister  to  officiate  every 
Sunday^  a  reader  was  to  be  appointed,  whose  dtity  it  waft 
to  read  divine  service  every  intervening  Sunday.  The 
Liturgy,  according  to  the  canons  of  the  church  of  En* 
gland,  was  to  be  read  every  Sunday  by  the  minister  oii 
reader ;  and  the  administration  of  the  ^craments  wa5 
to  be  dtuly  observed.  No  oth^  cattecbimi  than  that  in« 
serted  in  the  book  of  common  prayef  could  be  taught 
by  the  minister ;  nor  could  a  reader  attempt  to  expound 
that  or  the  Scriptures.  Ministers  were  cotnp^Ued  ttf 
preach  every  Sunday ;  one  Sunday  in  a  month  at  thtf 
chapel,  if  any,  and  the  othets  at  the  parish  church,  and 
twice  a  yeat  he  was  compelled  to  administer  the  sacral 
'inent  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Every  person  was  compdU 
ed  to  go  to  church  every  Sunday,  under  the  penalty  of 
fifty  pounds  of  tobacco.  But  Qualcers  ahd  non-conforiti« 
kts  we»  liabk  to  the  penalties  of  the  statute  of  2dd  Elis^ 
abeth^which  was  20l.  sterling  for  every  month's  absence^ 
and,  moreover,  for  twelve  month's  absence,  to  giv^ 
security  for  theii*  good  behaviour.  Quakers  were  fur- 
ther liable  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco^ 
for  each  one  found  at  one  of  their  meetings  ;  and  in  case' 
of  the  insolvency  of  any  one  of  them,  thode  who  wer€f 
able  were  to  pay  for  the  insolirents.* 

Various  other  laws  passed  between  the  ab<)Ve  period 
and  the  commencement  of  the  American  revolution,  by 
which  the  Epistopal  establishment  was  protected.  The 
Salary  of  the  miiiisters  yfrw  first  settled  at  sixteen  thou- 
sand pOuAds  of  tobacco  in  the  year  1 696,  to  be  levied  by 
the  veistry  on  the  titheables  of  their  parish,  and  so  con* 
tinued  to  the  reyolutioh.  Any  inihister  admitted  into 
a  parish,  was  entitled  to  all  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
tights  thereof,  and  might  maintain  an  action  against 
any  person  who  attempted  to  dtelurb  him  in  bis  posses* 

*  See  Henine's  statutcfs  at  large,  vol  I.  and  II.  for  tbe  abovt  laws,  as 
<pioted  by  Mr.  Sample. 
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ston.  The  same  acts  provided  for  tlw  purchase  of  gU)e9 
for  the  ministers. 

Though  the  Toleratidn  Law  is  not  bdieved  to  have 
been  stricily  obligatory  in  Virginia^  yet,  as  was  frequentlf 
the  case  at  that  period,  it  was  acted  under  in  many  in*^ 
stances.  That  it  was  dmibtfid  whether  acts  of  pariia^ 
menc  respecting  religion  were  in  force  in  Virgima,  ap<« 
pears  by  the  act  of  October,  1776,  chapter  2d,  section 
Jut.  Even  this  act  of  toleration  b  a  most  flagrant  vio* 
ktion  of  rdigioos  freedom. 

At  the  October  session,  17769  the  first  law  was  passed 
suspending  the  payment  of  the  salaries  formerly  aflowed 
to  the  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  pre« 
amUe  of  this  act  is  worthy  of  consideration,  and  was, 
probably,  drawn  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  then  a  mem- 
ber. A  number  of  memorials  from  different  religious 
societies,  dissenters  from  the  Church  of  Eng^d,  were 
presented  to  this  Assembly,  praying  to  be  exempted 
from  parochial  dues  to  the  Churdi  of  England,  and  foe 
ihe  abolition  of  the  established  church.  In  opposition 
to  these,  there  was  a  memorial  from  the  clergymen  of 
the  Church  of  England,  praying  that  the  establishment 
might  be  continued. 

.  These  memorials  formed  the  basis  of  the  act  of  that 
session  above  mentioned.  This  act,  ^  for  exempting  the 
different  societies  of  dissenters  from  contributing  to  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  church,  as  by  hw  es- 
tablished, and  its  ministers,'^  was  preceded  by  a  set  of 
resolutions,  recognizing  the  same  princijdes  which' were 
afterwards  engrsuted  into  the  act  itself.  It  does  not 
appear  by  what  majority  this  act  passed,  as  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  not  taken  on  it.  At  the  May  sessicffi,  1777t 
the  payment  of  the  salaries,  allowed  to  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England,  was  further  suspended ;  and  at  the 
October  session,  1779$  so  much  of  every  act  as  rdated 
to  the  salaries  formerly  g^ven  to  the  clergy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  was  repealed. 

The  question,  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  general  assess- 
ment, had  long  been  much  agitated,  and  a  great  variety 
of  opinions  exUted  respecting  it.  By  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  of  October, )  776,  which  first  suspended  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  allowed  to  tlie  dergy  of  the  Church 
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ef  En^and,  this^vestion  as  to  a  gBBwal  asseasment  is 
expre^y  left  undecided. 

In  1784,  tlie  subject  of  a  general  assessment  was  again 
vevived.  A  bill,  which  had  for  its  object  the  oompemng 
of  every  person  to  contribute  to  some  religious  teacher^ 
was  introduced  into  Jthe  House  of  Delegates,  under  the 
title  of  ^  A  bill,  establishing  provision  for  the  teachers 
<rf  the  Christian  religion )"  but  on  its  third  readii^,  it 
was  postponed  till  the  fourth  Thursday  of  November 
then  next ;  ayes  45,  noes  38.  The  foUowiifg  r^ohuion 
was  imnmliatelv  afterwards  adopted  :  ^^  Reitdved^  that 
die  engrossed  bin,  estaUishing  a  provision  for  the  teach-^ 
ers  of  the  Christian  religioD,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  of  postponing  the  third 
reading  of  the  said  bill  to  the  fourth  Thursday  in  No« 
vember  nesct,  be  published  in  hand-biUs,  and  twelve 
copies  thereof  delivered  to  each  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  be  distributed  in  their  respective  counties; 
and  that  the  people  thereof  be  requested  to  ^gnify  their 
opinion  respecting  the  adoption  qf  such  a  bill  to  the 
next  session  of  AnemUy.^' 

The  above  resolution  drew  forth  a  number  of  able 
and  aninuited  memorials  from  reli^ous  sodeties  of  dif» 
ferent  denominations,  ag^st  the  general  assessment. 

Tlhe  General  Committee  of  the  Virginia  Bi^tists  took 
a  dedded  stand  against  this  bill,  and  at  their  annual  ses- 
sion in  1785,  thus  expressed  their  sentiments;  JUh 
solvedr  that  it  be  recommended  to  those  counties, 
which  have  not  yet  prepared  petitions  to  be  presented 
to  the  General  Assembly,  agsunst  the  enxrossed  bill  for 
a  general  assessment  lEbr  the  support  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Christian  reli^on,  to  proceed  thereon  as  soon  as 
posrible :  That  it  is .  believed  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
spirit  of  the  gospel,  for  the  Legidature  thus  to  proceed 
in  matters  of  religion :  That  no  human  laws  ought  to  be 
established  for  thu  purpose,  but  that  every  person  ought 
to  be  left  entirely  free,  in  respect  to  matters  of  rdigion : 
That  the  holy  Author  of  Our  religion  needs  no  such  com- 
pulrive  measures  for  the  j^mnotion  of  his  cause :  That 
the  gospel  wants  not  the  feeble  arm  of  man  for  its  sup- 
port :  That  it  has  made,  and  will  s^n,  through  divine 
power^^  make  its  "way  against  all  opposition :  And  that» 
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sfcoidd  the  Leg^MdoMre  assume  the  right  of  taxing  the 
people  for  the  support  of  the  gospd,  it  will  be  destruotiye 
to  religkms  liberty :  Then^e^  this  Cooimittee  agnees 
uiunimoQsly)  that  it  wil  be  eiipedient  to  appoint  a  del? 
egate  to  wait  an  the  General  Assembly,  with  a  remotti* 
strance  and  petition  against  such  assessment." 

Accordingly,  the  Rev.  Reuben  Ford  was  appointed^ 
whQ  accQttiplished  the  object  of  his  appointment  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  brethren.  But  a  paper  drawn  up  by 
Col.  James  Madison  (now  President  of  the  United  States) 
entitled  a  Memorial  and  Remonstranoe,  was  the  most 
dkctngoished  instrument.  Tiie  style  is  el^ant  and  per** 
spicuous,  and  for  strength  of  reasoning  and  purity  of 
principle,  it  has  seldom  been  equalkd,  certainly  never 
surpassed,  by  any  thing  on  the  subject  in  the  £n^h  Ian* 
guage.     (See  AppendiK.) 

The  sentiments  of  the  people  appearing  to  be  decided* 
ly  ii^nst  ^  general  assessQient,  the  question  was  ^ven 
up  forever. 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  suppressiot} 
pf  the  bill  for  a  general  assessmefit  may,  in  a  considerable 
degree,  be  ascribed  to  the  of^posttion  made  to  it  by  the 
Baptists  J  for  it  is  etated  by  those  who  were  conveisant 
with  the  proceedings  of  those  tiroes,  that  the  reference 
inade  to  the  people,  after  the  bill  was  engrossed,  was 
<ione  with  a  design  to  mvt  the  different  religious  socie- 
-ties  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  wishes.  The 
JBaptists,  we  believe,  were  the  only  sect  who  plainly  re- 
4PKicnstrated.  Of  some  others,  it  is  said,  that  the  laity 
and  ministry  were  at  variance  upon  the  subject^  so  as  to 
mralyse  their  exertions,  either  for  or  against  th^  bill. 
These  remarks,  by  the  bye,  apply  only  to  religious  socie- 
ties, acting  as  sudi.  Individuals  of  all  sects  and  parties 
joined  in  th^  opposition.  ^^  And  Presbyterians,  Baptists, 
Quakers,  Methodists,  Deists,  and  the  covetous ^  readily  and 
eagerly  signed  the  petitions  against  it.'** 

At  the  same  session,  hpweyer,  (Oct.  1784)  in  which 
the  ImII  providing  for  a  general  assessment  failed,  an  act 
passed  for  ^  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.''    This  bill  passed  the  House  of  Delegates  by  a 

f  Ldand'a  Virgiiiia  ChrDmck,  ^s^  S3. 
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emaH  siajority  only,  being,  ayes  47,  noes  S8 ;  but  in 
1786  it  was  repealed.  By  the  repealing  law,  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  all  religious  societies  was  secured  to 
those  «odeiies  jnespectively,  who  were  authorized  to  ap- 
point,  frem  time  to  time,  accordii^  to  the  rules  of  their 
isecc,  trustees  for  the  managing  and  applying  such  prc^ 
erty  to  the  religious  uses  of  the  society.  And  all  laws, 
which  prevented  any  religious  society  from  regulating  its 
own  discipline,  were  repealed* 

Under  the  old  ecclesiastical  establishment,  no  person 
could  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony  but  a  minister 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  according  to  the  cere- 
mony prescribed  in  the  book  of  common  prayer.  Cases, 
however,  frequently  occurred,  especially  chiring  the  war, 
where  the  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  by  others. 
This  gave  rise  to  an  act  of  October,  1 780,  which  declared 
all  former  marriages,  celebrated  by  dissenting  ministers^ 
good  and  valid  in  law  ;  and  authorized  the  county 
courts  to  license  dissenting  ministers  of  the  gospel,  not 
exceeding  four  to  each  sect,  to  cdebrate  the  rites  of 
matrimony  within  their  counties  only.  The  General 
Committee  also  interested  themselves  in  these  proceed- 
ings, and  delegated  Messrs.  Reuben  Ford  and  Jdin  Le- 
land  to  wait  on  the  Assembly  with  a  memorial  on  the 
subject. 

k  was  not  until  the  year  1784,  that  the  dissenters  were 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  all  other  persons,  with  re- 
spect to  celebrating  the  rites  of  matrimony.  By  this  act, 
the  marriage  ceremony  might  be  performed  by  any  min- 
ister licensed  to  preach,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
sect  of  which  he  professed  to  be  a  member.  The  same 
act  has  been  incorporated  in  the  late  revisal  of  the  Vir- 
^ni^  laws. 

It  appears  that  many  of  the  Baptist  preachers  among 
other  dissenters,  presuming  on  a  future  sanction  of  gov- 
ernment, had  ventured  to  marry  those  who  applied  to 
them.  For  a  set  of  preachers  to  proceed  to  solemnize 
the  rites  of  matrimony,  without  any  law  to  authorize 
them,  may,  at  first  view,  appear  to  be  a  heedless  and 
censurable  measure.  But  we  are  informed  that  they 
were  advised  to  it  by  their  friend  Patrick  Henry,  as  be- 
ing t|ie  most  certain  method  of  obtaining  the  law  which 
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they  had  in  view.  Their  attempts  succeeded.  Bot  itis 
still  a  question  with  some,  wbetber  tbit  was  mi  dmig  mU 
that  goad  might  come*     ^ 

The  Legislature  of  1798  repealed  aD  laws  vesting  prop- 
erty  in  the  hands  of  any  religious  sect,  by  wfa^  the  £f^ 
copalians  were  deprived  of  the  glebes,  &c.  by  which  aH 
reUgious  sects  were  put  into  a  state  of  perfect  e^paiityi^ 
as  it  respected  the  favours  of  governmenL^ 
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As  we  have  entered  largely  into  the  general  history 
of  the  Baptists  in  this  State,  we  must  be  the  more  bridF 
and  comprehensive  in  that  of  the  Associations  which  i^ 
contains. 

In  the  year  1 772,  the  time  in  which  Morean  Edwards's 
MS.  history  of  Virginia  Baptists  closes,  there  were  but 
two  Associations  in  the  State,,  one  pf  die  Regulars  and 
one  of  the  Separates.  The  former  w^s  called  Ketockton^ 
and  contained  14  churches ;  and  the  lsm;er  Rapid*ann, 
or  the  General  Association  of  Separates,  aod  contained 
19.  In  both  Associations  there  were  S3  churches,  3S 
ordained  ministers,  and  S,603  members. 

In  the  year  1809,  according  to  Semple's  History^ 
there  were  fifteen  Assodations,  wholly  in  the  State  oc 
Virginb,  and  four  others,  of  which  a  part  of  the  church* 
es  were  in  "^rginia,  and  a  part  in  a  number  of  the 
adjacent  States;  and  in  all  these  Associations  there 
were  294  churches,  about  1  SO  ordained  ministers,  who 
were  stationed  pastors  of  churches,  besides  a  large  num* 
ber  who  were  not  settled  in  the  capadty  of  pastors,  and 
31,052  members  or  communicants;  which  makes  the 
increase  of  Baptist  communicants  in  this  State,  for  37 
years,  279449,besides  many  thousands  who  have  removed 
to  Kentucky  and  other  parts  of  the  western  country. 

Of  the  fifteen  Associations  which  are  wholly  in  Vir- 
ginia, six  lie  north  of  James-river,  viz.  Ketockton,  Cui* 

*  Most  of  the  above  histrnyctt  the  laws  of  Vii^^intf^i^^ 
furnished  by  William  W.  Heimiiig,  Esq. 
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pepper,  Albftfliafle,  Goshen,  Dover,  and  Accomack ;  six, 
sovtth  of  James-river,  vie.  Pmtsmoath,  Middk  District, 
Meherrin,  Appomattox,  Roanoke^^and  Strawberry ;  and 
three  west  <d  riie  ABeghany  moantaitts,  viz.  New*river, 
Greenbrier,andUnion«  Those  four,  a  part  of  which  only 
lie  in^^ginia,  areMayo,on  the  borders  of  Virginia,North- 
C^arolina,  and  Tennessee  \  Holston,  on  the  borders  of 
Vimnia  and  Tennessee ;  and  Redstone,  on  the  borders 
of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio.  The  Redstone, 
Greenbrier,  and  Union  Associations  proceeded  in  part, 
and  the  last  of  them  indirectly,  from  the  Ketockton  As- 
sociation ;  the  history  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  Regular  Baptists.  The  Accomack  Associa- 
tion was  formed  of  the  churches  which  were  dismbsed 
for  the  purpose,  from  the  Salisbury  Association  in  Mary- 
land ;  the  rortsmouth  was  formed  by  the  division  of  the 
Kehi]Jcee  Association  of  North-Carolina ;  and  the  remain- 
ing I S  all  originated  from  the  Separates,  and  compre- 
hend the  main  body  of  the  Baptists  in  Virginia* 

It  has  already  been  related  in  the  history  of  the  Gen- 
eral Association,  that  this  extensive  body,  from  motives 
of  convenience,  in  178S,  divided  into  four  dietria** 
Associations ;  two  of  which  were  on  the  north  and  two 
mi  the  south  side  of  James-river.  The  names  of  those 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  were  Dover  and  Orange ; 
those  on  th'e  south  side,  were  called  Middle  District  and 
Roanoke. 

This  division  was  at  first,  however,  rather  nominal 
than  real ;  for  although  the  two  grand  divisions  acted 
in  distinct  capacities  from  the  year  178S,  yet  it  was  not 
until  the  year  1788  that  their  subdivision  was  complete- 
ly efTected.  These  two  great  sections  appear  to  have 
met  together  once  a  year,  and  the  four  districts  besides 
had  one  session  in  a  year  by  themselves,  until  178H, 
wh«i  the  lines  were  distinctly  drawn,  and  the  four  As- 
sodations  formally  organized. 

The  Dover  Assodauon  deserves  first  to  be  mentioned, 
as  it  is  the  largest  body  of  Baptist  communicants  in 
America,  and  probably  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  al- 

*  Itspitner  toinCcrmtbereaderthatthetermdirtiic 
it  ocam  m  ttie  history  cf  the  Vb^gana  SmXMtua^  hat  no  referctioe  to  any 
civil  d^ntncnftft  in  ttie  Scale. 
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though  it  contains  but  S7  diurches^aiicfimt  24ordaiiial 
ministers^  who  are  pastors  of  churches.  This  Assoda^^ 
tion,  in  18099  contained  9628  members^  many,  and  per* 
haps  some  thousands  of  whom,  were  Mricatts.  Thef. 
largest  church  in  this  body  is  called  Nominy,  in  tb^ 
county  of  Westmoreland,  undei"  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev. 
Henry  Toler,  and  contained  at  the  time  above  menrtioned 
875  members. 

The  Orange  Association,  in  1791,  was  divided  into 
three,  which  were  called  Ooshen^  Albemarle,  and  Cul- 
pepper, 90  that  the  original  name  of  the  Association*  was 
lost. 

The  Middle  District  Associattoii  experienced  a  timilat^ 
division,  except  that  it  retained  its  original  name  in  1805^ 
when  two  new  Associations  were  formed  from  it,  which 
were  named  Meherrin,  and  Appomattox. 

The)  Roanoke  Association  was  divided  in  17919  and  ai 
new  Association  by  the  name  of  Dan  river  was  formed 
from  it.  But  this  nfew  establishment  wsis  of  short 
duration ;  for  after  two  sessions,  it  declined  its  travel, 
and  was  re-united  to  its  mother  body.  But  in  1 794,  a 
more  permanent  division  of  this  body  was  effected ;  and 
as  many  of  the  churches  were  in  North-Carolina,  they 
were  all  dismissed  to  form  a  new  Association,  which  was 
called  Flat-river,  whose  history  will  be  related,  when  we 
come  to  the  State  in  which  it  is  situated. 

The  Strawberry  Association  is  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  mountains^  near  the  southern  line  of  the  States 
It  was  formed  in  17769  seven  years  before  the  dissolution 
of  the  General  Association,  and  appears  to  have  been 
some  of  the  early  fruits  of  th^  Separate  preachers,  who 
went  almost  every  where  throughout  the  State,  preach'' 
ing  the  gospel.  The  first  labourers  within  the  bounds^ 
of  this  Association  were  the  two  Murphies,  William  and 
Joseph,  Samuel  Harris,  and  Dutton  Lane.  Several  preach*- 
ers  were  also  rabed  up  soon  after  the  rise  of  the  Baptists 
in  these  parts,  the  nK)st  distinguished  and  the  most  use- 
ful of  whom  was  Ro'bert  Stockton,  who,  after  labouring 
a  few  years  with  much  success  in  these  parts,  removed 
to  Kentucky,  and  is  now  one  of  the  the  principal  minis^ 
ters  in  the  Green-river  Association,  in  that  State. 

In  1 793,  the  Strawberry  Association  was  divided,  and 
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die  Mue  Ridge  became  the  dividing  line ;  the  churches, 
to  the  west  of  which,  united  under  the  name  of  the  New- 
river  Association.  This  appears  to  be  the  smallest  Asso- 
ciation in  Virginia. 

The  Association  was  divided  agsun  in  1 793,  and  the 
Maf o  Association  was  taken  from  it,  which  is  composed 
of  churches  partly  in  Virginia,  and  partly  in  North*. 
Carolina. 

The  history  of  the  Mountain  and  Holsten  Associations 
will  be  given  under  the  heads  of  North-Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  and  that  of  the  Portsmouth  and  Accomack,  ia 
treating  of  the  respective  Associations  from  which  they 
proceeded.  And  the  number  and  names  of  all  the 
churches  in  all  the  Associations  in  Virginia,  which  have 
been  described  or  mentioned,  and  also  the  names  of  their 
pastors,  the  years  in  which  they  were  constituted,  and 
the  counties  in  which  they  are  situated,  may  be  seen  in 
the  table  of  Associations. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Qmergl  Observations  on  ibe  Progress  and  Circumstances  of  the 
Virginia  Baptists^  from  the  Abolition  of  the  Established 
Church  to  the  present  Time. 

The  war,  though  very  propitious  to  the  Hbcrty  of  the 
Baptists,  had  an  opposite  effect  upon  the  life  of  religion 
among  them.  As  if  persecution  were  more  faVouraUe 
to  vital  piety  than  unrestrained  liberty,  they  seem  to 
have  abated  in  their  zeal,  upon  being  unshackled  from 
their  manacles.  This  may  be  ascribed  to  several  causes. 
Both  preachers  and  people  were  so  much  engrossed  with 
anxious  thoughts  and  schemes  for  effecting  the  revolu* 
tion,  as  well  as  with  alternate  hopes  and  rears  for  the 
event,  it  was  not  probable  that  religion  should  not  lose 
some  portion  of  its  influence  upon  the  minds  of  profes* 
sors  thus  engaged.  The  downfal  of  Jeremiah  V^alker, 
and  some  other  preachers  of  less  note,  together  with  the 
contentions  arising  from  Waller's  defection,  contributed 
not  a  little  towards  damping  the  zeal  of  the  Baptists. 
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Having  lost  some  of  theii*  champions  in  Israel,  they 
could  not  with  the  same  boldness  face  their  enemies.  Per- 
haps we  may  add,  that  many  did  not  rightly  estimate  the 
true  source  of  liberty,  nor  ascribe  its  attainment  to  the 
proper  arm.  In  consequence  of  which,  God  sent  them 
liberty,  and  with  it  leanness  of  soul.  This  chill  to  their 
religious  affections  might  have  subsided  with  the  war, 
or  perhaps  ^bner,  if  there  had  not  been  subsequent  oc«* 
cfurrences,  which  tended  to  keep  them  down.  The 
opening  a  free  trade  by  peace,  served  as  a  powerful  bait 
to  entrap  professors,  whjo  were  in  any  great  degree  in- 
cUned  to  the  pursuit  of  wealth.  And  nothing  is  more 
common,  than  for  the  increase  of  riches  to  produce  a  de- 
crease of  piety.  Kentucky  and  the  western  country  took 
off  many  of  the  preachers,  who  had  once  been  exceedingly 
9uccessfttl  in  the  ministry.  From  whatever  cause,  cer« 
tain  it  is,  that  they  suffered  a  very  wintry  season.  With 
some  few  exceptions,  the  declension  was  general  through* 
out  the  State.  The  love  of  many  waxed  cold.  Some 
of  the  watchmen  fell,  others  stumbled,  and  many  slum- 
bered at  their  posts.  Iniquity  greatly  abounded.  As- 
sociations were  but  thinly  attended,  and  the  busiiiess 
badly  conducted.  The  long  and  great  declension  in- 
duced many  to  fear  that  the  times  of  refreshing  would 
never  come,  but  that  God  had  wholly  forsaken  them. 

But  the  set  time  to  favour  Zion  at  length  arrived ;  and 
as  the  declension  had  been  general,  so  also  was  the  re- 
vival which  succeeded.  This  work,  which  was  very 
powerful  and  extensive,  begun  on  the  banks  of  James- 
river,  in  1785,  and  thence  spread  like  fire  among  stub- 
Ue  in  different  directions,  over  almost  the  whole  State ; 
and  a4»  it  continued  for  several  years,  there  were  very 
few  churches  which  were  not  visited  with  its  salutary 
influence. 

During  the  progress  of  this  revival,  scenes  were  ex- 
hibited, somewhat  extraordinary.  It  was  not  unusual 
to  have  a  large  proportion  of  the  congregation  prostrate 
pa  the  floor,  and  in  some  instances/  they  lost  the  use  of 
their  limbs.  No  dbtinct  articulation  could  be  heard, 
unless  from  those  immediately  by.  Screams,  groans, 
shouts  and  hosannas,  notes  of  grief  and  joy,  all  at  the 
same  time,  were  not  unfrequently  heard  throughout  their 
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vast  assemblies.  At  Associations  and  great  meetings, 
where  there  were  several  ministers,  many  of  them  would 
exercise  their  gifts  at  the  same  time,  in  diflFerent  parts 
of  the  congregation  ;  some  in  exhortation,  some  in  pray- 
ing for  the  distressed,  and  some  in  argument  with  op 
posers.  At  first,  many  of  the  preachers  disapproved  of 
these  exercises,  as  being  enthusiastick  and  extravagant. 
Others  fanned  them  as  fire  from  heaven.  It  is  not  un* 
worthy  of  notice,  that  in  those  congregations,  where 
preachers  encouraged  them  to  much  extent,  the  work 
was  nK)re  extensive,  and  greater  numbers  were  added. 
It  must  also  be  admitted,  that  in  many  of  those  congre- 
gations, no  little  confusion  and  disorder  arose,  after  the 
revival  had  subsided.  Some  have  accounted  for  this 
by  an  old  maxim  ;  Where  much  good  is  done,  much  evil  witt 
also  be  done  ;  where  God  sows  many  good  seeds ^  the  enemy 
will  sow  many  tares.  But  certain  it  is,  that  many  min- 
isters, who  laboured  earnestly  to  get  Christians  into  their 
churches,  were  afterwards  much  perplexed  to  get  hypo*, 
crites  out. 

It  has  been  already  said,  that  this  revival  commenced 
in  the  year  1 785.  It  continued  spreading,  until  about 
1 79 1  or  1 792.  Thousands  were  converted  and  baptized, 
besides  many  who  joined  the  Methodists  and  Presbyte- 
rians. The  Episcopalians,  although  much  dejected  by 
the  loss  of  the  establishment,  had,  nevertheless,  continued 
their  publick  worship,  and  were  attended  by  respectable 
congregations.  But  after  this  revival,  their  society  fell 
fast  into  dissolution.  This  revival  among  the  Baptists 
did  not  produce  so  many  young  preachers,  as  might 
have  been  expected.  Mr.  Leland,  in  his  Virginia  Chron- 
icle, from  which  many  of  the  foregoing  remarks  have 
been  taken,  makes  the  following  observation  : 

^  In  the  late  great  additions  that  have  been  made  to 
the  churches,  there  are  but  few,  who  have  engaged  in 
the  ministry.  Whether  it  is  because  the  old  preachers 
stand  in  their  way  ;  or,  whether  it  is  because  the  people 
do  not  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  thrust  out  la- 
bourers ;  or,  whether  it  is  not  rather  a  judgment  of  God 
upon  the  people,  for  neglecting  those  who  are  already  in 
the  work,  not  communicating  to  them  in  all  good  thingSt 
I  cannot  say/* 
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From  this  revival,  great  changes  took  phce  among  the 
Baptists,  some  for  the  better,  and  others  for  the  worse* 
Their  preachers  were  become  much  more  correct  in  their 
maimer  of  preaching.    A  great  many  odd  tones,  disgust* 
ing  whoops,  and  awkward  gestures  were  disused.    la 
their  matter  also,  they  had  more  of  sound  sense  and 
strong  reasoning.    Their  zesit  was  less  mixed  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  their  piety  became  more  rational.    They 
were  much  more  numerous^  and  of  course,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  more  respectable.    Besides,  they  were  join* 
ed  by  persons  of  much  greater  weight  in  civil  soaety. 
Their  congregations  became  more  numerous  than  those 
of  any  other  Christian  sect ;  and  in  short,  they  might  be 
considered,  from  this  period,  as  taking  the  lead  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  in  many  places  of  the  State.    This  could 
oot  but  influence  their  manners  and  spirit  more  or  less. 
Accordingly,  a  great  deal  of  that  simplicity  and  plainness^ 
that  rigid  scrupulosity  about  little  matters,  which  so  hap- 
fiily  tends  to  keep  us  at  a  distance  from  greater  follies, 
was  laid  aside.    Their  mode  of  preaching  also  was  some- 
what changed.    At  their  first  entrance  into  the  State, 
tlK>ugh  not  very  scrupulous  as  to  their  method  and  lan- 
guage, yet  they  were  quite  correct  in  their  views  upon 
all  subjects  of  primary  importance.    No  preachers  ever 
dealt  out  to  their  hearers  the  nature  of  experimental  re- 
ligion more  clearly  and  warmly.    But  after  they  had  ac- 
quired a  degree  of  respectability  in  the  view  of  the  world, 
they  departed  too  much  from  this  most  profitable  mode 
of  preaching,  and  began  to  harp  on  opinions  and  disputa* 
Ue  points.    To  dive  deep  into  mysterious  subjects,  and 
to  make  conjectures  respecting  Unrevealed  points,  looked 
more  wise,  and  excited  more  applause,  than  to  travel  on 
in  the  old  track.     And  this  tampering  with  matters  be- 
yond their  reach,  to  the  neglect  of  plain  and  edify- 
ing subjects,  is  too  common  at  present,  with  many  of 
our  preachers  in  this  region,  as  well  as  dsewhere. 

About  this  time,  some  of  the  Virginia  preachers  were 
unhappily  incUned  to  the  Arminian  scheme,  and  great 
disputation  followed,  and  many,  in  opposing  their  er- 
rors, were  driven  to  the  borders,  if  not  within  the  lines, 
of  Antinomianisnk  And  in  the  midst  of  these  doctrinal 
contentions^  as  might  be  expected,  practical  piety  was, 
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in  many  places,  too  Httle  urged ;  and  this  evQ  was  foU 
lowed  by  a  relaxation  in  the  discipline  of  the  churches. 
But  the  savour  of  the  revival  still  pervaded  the  churches^ 
and  prevented  the  general  prevalaice  of  the  evils  which 
have  been  mentioned. 

Since  the  close  of  this  extraordinary  revival  to  the 
present  time,  which  is  about  20  years,  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  about  ten  thousand  Baptist  communicants  in 
Virginia ;  and  during  that  period,  it  is  supposed,  that 
from  five  to  seven  thousand  of  the  community  have  emi* 
grated  to  Kentucky,  and  other  parts  of  the  western 
country.  "^ 

Although  many  of  the  churches  in  this  State  are  very 
large,  wealthy,  and  flourishing,  yet  but  few  of  them  af- 
ford their  pastors  a  competent  support,  and  but  few  (^ 
their  pastors  confine  their  labours  statedly  to  one  con- 

fregation.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  a  preacher  here  to 
arve  the  pastoral  care  of  two,  three,  and  sometimes  four 
churches,  at  the  same  time  ;  to  which  he  preaches  and 
administers  the  Lord's  Supper  once  in  four  weeks }  and 
we  are  sorry  to  have  it  to  say,  that  this  minister,  besides 
travelling  an  extensive  circuit,  to  administer  to  so  many 
flocks,  is  obliged  frequently,  and  indeed  more  generally^ 
to  procure  a  considerable  part  of  his  living  by  his  own 
exertions  and  care ;  so  negligent  are  the  Virginia  Baptists 
in  the  business  of  supporting  their  preachers. 

But  if  a  preacher  here  does  not  exercise  the  pastor^ 
care  of  but  one  church,  instead  of  preaching  every  Lord's 
day  in  one  place,  he  is  at  liberty  to  travel  abroad,  to 
visit  other  churches ;  and  if  he  preaches  and  administers 
the  communion  statedly  to  his  flock  once  a  month,  that 
is  all  he  or  the  people  of  his  charge  consider  him  bound 
to  do.  Some,  however,  do  preach  every  Lord's  day  ta 
the  same  congregation ;  but  the  cases,  I  believe,  are  not 
frequent.  The  reader  must  not  suppose  that  the  preach- 
ers are  idle  the  intervening  sabbaths,  for  they  are  a  la- 
borious set  of  men,  travel  much,  and  preach  abundantly ; 
ai|id  such  is  the  situation  of  their  churches,  that  this  ar- 
rangement is  not  so  objectionable  here,  as  it  would  be  in 
many  places  elsewhere.  It  is  said,  that  this  economical 
method  of  supi^ying  many  churches  with  a  few  minis- 
ters, and  of  having  such  long  or  mtmlblyweeks^  M  we  may 
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so  call  them,  originated  with  the  rise  of  the  Baptists  in 
the  country,  when  there  were  many  churches  suddenly 
raised  up,  and  but  a  few  ministers  to  supply  them.  This 
same  custom  prevails  in  most  of  the  churches  throughout 
the  back  parts  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  and  also  in 
Kentucky  and  the  western  country.  It  will,  therefore, 
be  more  particularly  noticed,  and  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  it  stated,  in  the  chapter  of  general  obser- 
vations. 

The  Baptists  in  this  State  seem  to  have  had  but  little 
ambition  in  the  erection  of  their  houses  for  worship,  as 
they  are  generally  of  a  very  inferior  kind  ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly  better  for  a  church  of  Christy  to  worship  in  a  small 
and  homely  house,  which  they  can  call  their  own,  than 
to  have  a  costly  edifice,  built  mostly  on  credit,  and  no- 
body knows  when  or  how  it  is  to  be  paid  for  ;  or  even 
in  one,  the  expenses  of  which  have  been  mostly  defrayed 
by  people  of  the  world,  and  which  is  generally,  for  that 
reason,  under  their  management  and  control.  The  Bap- 
tists here,  it  is  true,  are  many  of  them  poor ;  but  some 
are  rich ;  and  one  would  thitik  by  their  appearance  at 
home,  that  there  are  enough  in  every  church  of  suffi- 
cient ability  to  erect  for  themselves  more  decent  and 
commodious  houses  of  worship,  than  those  small,  unsight* 
ly,  and  inconvenient  things  in  which  they  now  assemble. 
While  their  brethren  to  the  north  and  south  of  them, 
have  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  churches  in  many 
of  the  largest  cities  and  towns,  the  Virginia  Baptists  seem, 
for  the  most  part,  to  have  cautiously  avoided  all  popu- 
lous places ;  and  although  there  are  a  few  churches  in 
some  of  the  principal  towns,  yet  they  do  not  generally 
appear  to  have  much  prosperity  or  reputation  j  and  one' 
reason  for  this  may  be,  that  the  preachers  in  these 
churches  are,  instead  of  being  men  of  popular  and  com- 
manding talents,  with  very  few  exceptions,  of  a  directly 
opposite  character. 

The  city  of  Richmond  is  remarkable  for  containing  a 
respectable  church,  of  between  5  and  600  members,  most 
of  whom  are  blacks ;  for  having  a  neat  and  commodious 
brick  meeting*house  ;  and  also  for  being  statedly  supplied 
by  the  labours  of  their  worthy  pastor,  Rev.  J.  Courtney, 
to  whom  they  grant  a  moderate  support.    Besides  Mr. 
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Courtney,  there  are,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  a  number  oi 
Baptist  ministers,  who  preach  occasionally  in  the  city  and 
in  the  country  around,  among  whom  is  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Griggs,  a  native  of  England,  who  was  educated  in  the 
Baptist  Academy  at  Bristol,  and  was  one  of  the  Mission*/ 
aries  sent  out  by  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society  in  En- 
gland, to  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  in  Africa. 

There  has  been  a  Baptist  church  in  the  town  of  Nor- 
folk about  eight  years,  and  Baptist  members  much 
longer*  But  they  have  been  cursed  with  an  almost  reg- 
ular succession  of  impostors  for  a  number  of  years ;  some 
of  whom  have  had  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  and 
others  have  only  had  a  transient  residence  amongst  them ; 
and  amongst  the  race  of  impostors,  by  whom  they  have 
been  harassed  and  degraded,  we  find  that  notorious  vag- 
abond and  deceiver,  Andrew  Harpending,  who  has  com* 
mitted  in  most  of  the  United  States,  in  a  most  shameless 
manner,  many  shameful  acts  of  deception,  intemperance, 
and  uncleanness. 

The  Virginia  Baptists  have,  from  their  rise,  been  bless- 
ed  with  a  very  respectable  number  of  distinguished 
preachers  ;  men  of  strong  natural  powers,  and  deep  ac* 
quaintance  with  divine  things ;  but  very  few  of  tnem, 
however,  have  been  distinguished  for  literary  acquire- 
ments. They  have  been  a  set  of  bold,  incessant,  and  suc- 
cessful itinerants,  rather  than  students  and  scholars.  The 
circumstances  of  their  churches  and  brethren,  throughout 
their  extensive  State,  have  always  been  such,  that  they 
have  doubtless  been  much  more  abundantly  useful  in  this 
mode  of  life,  than  they  could  have  been  in  the  retirement 
and  labour  of  the  closet.  Rev.  Jeremiah  More,  who  is 
esteemed  one  of  their  greatest  divines,  in  1795,  when  he 
was  49  years  old,  had  travelled  for  the  purpose  of  preach- 
ing, arid  that  mostly  in  his  own  State,  distances  suffi- 
cient to  reach  twice  round  the  earth  ! 

Though  there  are  but  a  few  of  their  preachers  who 
can  make  much  pretensions  to  learning,  yet  a  desire  for 
it  seems  to  be  prevailing ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will 
soon  adopt  some  more  efficient  measures  for  its  pro- 
motion than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

The  Episcopahans,  who  once  governed  with  such  un- 
limited and  irresistible  sway,  in  the  ecclesiastical  affairs 
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of  Virginia,  have  become  reduced  to  a  comparatively  few 
congregations.  The  Presbyterians  are  considerably  nu- 
merous in  many  parts  of  the  State.  The  Methodists 
have,  within  a  few  years  past,  gained  much  ground  here, 
and,  in  some  places,  have  increased  at  the  expense  of  the 
Baptists,  and,  perhaps,  in  none  nH)re  than  in  those  places 
where  they  have  taken  the  greatest  pains  to  prevent  them. 
This  is  peculiarly  the  case  in  a  number  of  the  churches 
in  the  Ketockton  Association,  many  of  whose  ministers 
value  themselves  in  defending  the  deep  and  mysterious 
{K)ints  of  Calvinism,  and  in  satirizing  and  exploding  the 
•errors  of  Wesley  and  his  disciples.  But  notwithstanding 
all  their  exertions,  the  Methodists  still  prevail,  and  the 
unseasonableness  and  dogmatical  manner  in  which  they 
Otiose  their  sentiments,  and  defend  their  own,  seems  to 
hasten  the  flight  of  those  who  are  inclined  towards  them. 
These  are  notorious  and  much  to  be  lamented  fsicts,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  those  preachers  who  are  implicated  in 
these  remarks,  will  profit  by  them  for  the  future. 


CHAP.  X.  V 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 


AccoRDiNo  to  Morgan  Edwards's  account,*  there 
were  some  individual  Baptists  in  this  State  as  early  as 
1695  \  but  it  appears  that  the  first  church  which  ever 
existed  within  its  bounds,  was  gathered  by  one  Paxil 
Palmer,  about  the  year  1 7 '^7,  at  a  place  called  Per(|ui- 
mans,  on  Chowan-river,  towards  the  northeast  corner 


.  •  Mt.  Edwaid»  tDtfodaoes  Ua  bistoiy  of  the  Baptids  in  this  State  (Oieii 
Province)  in  the  ioUowing  familiar  and  humourous  manner :  '*  Nesot  to  Viiig;iDiit 
flouthwanl  is  North-Catotina,  a  poor  and  unhappy  Province,  where  superiors 
make  complaints  of  ihe  people,  and  the  people  ot  their  superiors ;  which  com- 
f  bints,  if  just,  show  the  body  politic  to  be  like  that  of  Israel  in  the  time  of 
Ibaiaht  **  from  the  sdle  of  the  foot  to  the  crown  of  the  head  without  any  soundness, 
hut  wounds  and  bmiBes  and  potrifying  sores.'*  These  oomplafkits  rose  to  W- 
tilities  at  Atmance-creek,  May  16,  If  71,  where  about  6000  appeared  in  arms 
and  faufi^t  each  other,  4000  Regnlators  killing  three  Tryonians,  and  2000  TVy- 
«Qiaas  killing  twelve  Regoiatfln,  betideB  lodj;ing  in  the  trees  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  balls,  which  the  hunters  luve  since  picked  out,  and  therewith  have  kill- 
ed more  deisr  and  turkies,  than  they  killed  of  their  atagonists.  In  this  wretch- 
ed ProvinOe  have  been  MOSKfiaptutssim^  the  fiettieniem  in  1^99,  butno  socie- 
IjyoC^tittmtitt  about  the  rear*"  te. 
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of  tlittState*  Idr.Bakner  k  said  to  have  been  a  native  of 
Maryland,  was  baptized  at  Welsh  tract,  in  Delaware,  by 
Owen  Thomas,  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  that  place ) 
was  ordained  in  Connecticut  \  was  some  time  in  New<^ 
lersey,  and  then  in  Maryland ;  he  at  last  removed  ta 
Korth-Carolina,  Where  he  gathered  the  church  above 
mentioned,  with  which  he  continued,  not,  however^ 
without  some  difficulties.  Until  his  death.  He  appean 
Co  have  been  the  instrument  of  doing  some  good,  but 
was  not  so  happy  as  to  leave  a  good  character  behind 
him.  Mr.  John  Comer,  of  Newport,  RhodeJslandy 
snaintained  a  correspondence  with  lum  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  frequently  makes  mention  of  him  in  his  M& 
Journal,  in  respectful  terms.* 

Not  long  after  Palmer  settled  in  North*CaroUna,  one 
Joseph  Parker,!  who  was  probably  one  of  his  disctplesb 
began  to  preach  in  the  same  region  ;  and  thougph  PahaiP 
er  died  before,  yet  Parker  lived  and  continued  his  min^ 
istry  on  the  old  plan,  till  after  the  formation  and  also 
the  renovation  of  the  Kehukee  Association,  which  wUI 
soon  be  described. 

About  the  year  1 742,  one  William  Sojourner,  who  b 
•aid  to  have  been  a  most  excellent  man  and  useful  minis* 
fcr,  removed  with  many  of  his  brethren  horn  fiurley,  in 
Virginia,  and  settled  on  Kehukee  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Halifax,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  northwest: 
of  Newbern,  and  the  same  year  planted  the  church  ia 
that  place,  which  continues  to  the  present  day.  This 
church  has  seen  prosperous  days,  and  has  been  a  mother 
to  many  others,  the  number  and  names  of  which,  I  am 
not  able  to  give. 

Most  of  the  first  Baptists  in  North-Carolina  are  said 
f o  have  emigrated  from  the  church  of  Burfey,  in  Virgii^ 
ia  J  but  by  the  labours  of  Palmer^  Parker,  and  Sojourner^ 

^  I  foimd  qoe  of  Mr.  Palmer's  letters  to  Mr.  Comer,  dated  1729»  amcm 
Mr.  Backus's  papers,  which«  with  Mr.  Comer's  Journal,  have  helped  me  torn 
luunber  <f  dates  «Mi  srticles,  wfakii  1  coiM  i«)C  ind  elsewbeit^ 

f  I  find  In  Mr.  Comeths  journal,  mention  made  of  one  of  Mr.  Palmer^  Iet«« 
tsrs,  wUkh  was  dated  1179 ;  wUch  autedt  that  the  chinch  which  wasmdl* 
ttred  there  two  years  before,  at  that  time  consisted  of  thirl^^wo  memoersi^ 
'Thb  letter  was  sjnied  by  twelve  brethren,  by  the  names  or  Parkers,  Cope- 
lands,  Brifikleys,  Parlce,  Darker,  Wc)Ch,  EvaoSf  and  iqrd»a  He«  wei^ 
three  Parkers,  two  by  the  name  of  John»  and  one  f£  Jpaopb,  vbawi»  pMbHbJiyr 
the  man  above  referra  ta 
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aad  some  other  preachers,  who  were  raised  up  io  tke 
parts,  so  many  were  brought  to  embrace  their  sentiments, 
that  they,  by  about  the  year  1152^  had  increased  to  19 
churches.  These  churches  had  an  annxial  interview,  or 
yearly  meeting,  in  which  they  inspected  and  regulated 
the  general  concerns  of  their  community.  These  people 
were  all  General  Baptists^  and  thme  of  them  who  emigra* 
ted  from  England,  came  out  from  that  community  there. 
And  although  some  of  their  ministers  were,  evangelical 
and  pure,  and  the  members  regular  and  devout  ;  yet, 
on  the  whole,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  most  negligent 
and  the  least  spiritual  community  of  Baptists,  which  has 
arisen  on  the  American  continent.  For  so  careless  and 
indefinite  were  they  in  their  requisitions,  that  many  of 
their  communicants  were  baptized  and  admitted  into 
their  churches ;  and  even  some  of  their  ministers  werfe 
introduced  into  their  sacred  functions,  without  an  expeu 
fimental  acquaintance  with  the  gospel,  or  without  being- 
required  to  possess  it.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  ex- 
fended  the  bounds  of  their  communion  to  any  but  those 
of  their  own  order ;  but  so  loose  and  indeBnite  were  their 
terms  in  other  respects,  that  all,  who  professed  a  general 
belief  in  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  submitted  to  baptism, 
and  religiously  demeaned  themselves,  were  admitted  to  it. 

In  this  situation,  this  cluster  of  churches  continued, 
until  more  orthodox  principles  were  introduced,  and  a 
spirit  of  reformation  began  to  prevail,  which  finally  leav- 
ened  neariy  the  whole  body,  and  transformed  it  into  aa 
Association  of  Calvinistick,  or  as  they  were  then  called^ 
Regular  Baptists. 

The  faults  and  errors  of  this  people  were  probably  ex- 
aggerated by  soteie  of  their  zealous  reformers ;  but  view- 
ing matters  in  their  most  favourable  light,  and  admitting 
as  many  of  their  preachers  and  brethren  as  we  can,to  have 
been  worthy  of  their  functions  and  professions  j  yet  they, 
as  a  body,  were  deeply  involved  in  error,  and  needed 
much  the  renovation  which  we  are  about  to  describe* 

The  introduction  of  Calvinistick  sentiments  amcHigst 
them,  which  had  the  happy  effect  of  purifying  the  churcht* 
es,  took  place  about  the  year  1751,  and  was  caused  part* 
iy  by  the  preaching  of  Robert  Williams  of  the  Welch- 
neck^  in  South-Carolina ;  pardy  by  the  conversation  of  a 
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hynuifi,*  commonly  called  the  Sley-maker,  whose  name 
was  William  Wallis  ;  but  chiefly  by  the  labours  of  John 
Gano,  who  visited  them  in  the  summer  of  17^4,  and 
^  Benjamin  Miller  and  Peter  P.  Vanhorn^  who  went 
amoagst  them  some  time  in  the  year  after.  Mr.  Gano 
was  sent  out  by  the  Philadelphia  Association,  with  gene* 
1^  and  indefinite  instructions,  to  travel  in  the  southern 
States,  &c*  He,  on  his  return,  represented  the  melan- 
choUy  condition  of  this  people  to  the  Association,  who 
appointed  Messrs.  Miller  and  Vanhorn  for  the  special 
purpose  of  instructing  and  reforming  them.  Mr.  Gano 
appears  to  have  shaken  the  old  foundation,  and  begun  the 
preparation  of  the  materials  which  Messrs.  Miller  and 
Vanhorn  organized  into  regular  churches.  His  visit  is 
thus  described  by  Mr.  Edwards :  '^  On  his  arrival,  he  sent 
to  the  ministers,  requesting  an  interview  with  them, 
which  they  declined,  and  appointed  a  meeting  among 
themselves,  to  consult  what  to  do.  Mr.  Gano,  hearing  of 
iti  went  to  their  meeting,  and  addressed  them  in  words 
to  this  eifect,  ^'  I  have  desired  a  visit  from  you,  which, 
as  a  brother  and  a  stranger,  I  had  a  right  to  expect  i 
bot  as  ye  have  refused,  I  give  up  my  claim,  and  am  come 
to  pay  you  a  visit.''  With  that,  he  ascended  into  the  put* 
pit,  and  read  for  his  text  the  following  words,  ^^  Jesus  I 
iJnmoj  and  Paul  I  know  ;  but  who  are  ye  V^  This  text  he 
managed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  some  afraid  of 
him,  and  others  ashamed  of  their  shyness.  Many  were 
convinced  of  errors,  touching  faith  and  conversion,  and 
submitted  to  examination.  One  minister  hearing  this» 
(who  stood  well  with  himself)  went  to  be  examined,  and 
intimated  to  his  people,  he  should  return  triumphant. 
Mr.  Gano  heard  him  out,  and  then  turned  to  his  com- 
panion and  said,  ^^  I  profess,  brother,  this  will  not  do  : 
this  man  has  yet  the  n^dful  to  seek."  Upon  which,  the 
person  examined  hastened  home,  and  upon  being  asked^ 
bow  he  came  off?  replied,  ^^The  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
you,  for  this  northern  minister  put  a  mene  tekel  upon  me !" 
JB^  the  labours  of  Mr.  Gano,  and  also  of  Messrs.  Miller 
and  Vanhorn,  a  great  work  was  effected  among  this  peo« 

*  I  find  the  term  /aymffTiiised  by  Messrs.  EdwarcUi  and  Semf)le,  and  have 
llimfore  inserted  it ;  but  mustanftai,  1  have  no  €t;Uowsliip  with  it,  when  used 
la  itff  oUl  dwGiifninatinii;  seoae. 
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pie,  which  consisted  not  merely  in  the  importaot  bnsiaets 
of  reforming  their  creed  and  purifying  their  churches^ 
but  also  in  reviving  the  power  of  godliness  amongsfi 
the  erroneous  and  lukewarm  professors,  md  in  the 
conviction  and  conversion  of  many  others.  And  what 
was  left  unfinished  by  them,  was  undertaken  and  carried 
dn,  with  a  very  laudable  zeal,  by  the  minist^s  amofi^ 
themselves,  some  of  whom  were  converted  by  their 
means,  and  most  of  whom  caught,  in  a  good  degree,  their 

2irit,  and  imitated  their  e^Kamples.  Insomuch,  that  be* 
re  the  year  1 765,  all  the  ministers,  (and  they  were  new 
considerably  numerous)  except  the  two  Parkers,  Joseph 
and  William,  and  a  Mr.  Winfield,  and  all  the  churches, 
excepting  those  under  their  care,  which  were  not  more 
than  two  or  three,  had  embraced  the  principles  of  the 
reformation.  The  reformed  churches  having  thus  pre- 
l^ared  the  way,  in  the  year  1765,  by  a  previous  appoints 
ment,  convened  at  Kebukee,  and  orgam^fied  themselves 
into  an  associated  body,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  at 
the  Kehukee  Association  ;  which,  as  soon  as  it  was  fona* 
ed,  was  admitted  to  the  fellowship  and  correspcmdefice  of 
the  Charleston  Association,  with  which  some  of  the  cim^ 
stituent  churches  had  united  after  their  renovaticMi« 
Jonathan  Thomas,  John  Thomas,  John  Moore,  John  Bnr^ 
gess,  William  Burgess,  Charles  Daniel,  V/llliam  Walker^ 
^hn  Meglamre,  James  Abbington,  Thomas  Pope,  and 
Henry  Abbot,  were  the  principal,  if  not  all  the  Ininistera 
belonging  to  this  Association  s^t  the  time  of  its  consti^ 
tution. 

About  this  time,  the  Separate  Baptists  had  become 
very  numerous,  and  were  rapidly  increasitig  in  the  up* 
per  regions  of  North- Carolina,  and  the  adjoining  parts 
of  Virginia,  where  they  had  established  a  flourishing 
Association,  which  was  called  Sand-creek.  The  mia# 
isters  of  both  these  bodies,  in  their  evangelical  excmv 
Sions,  were  brought  to  frequent  intervieMrs  with  each 
other ;  and,  although  they  differed  in  some  Httle  matters^ 
yet  they  united  their  zealous  labours  in  the  conmtoa 
cause  of  their  Master,  and  an  increasing  fellowship  for 
each  other  produced  an  increasing  *  desire  to  be  more 
ck>sely  united.  The  Kehukee  Association  made  the  first 
advances  towards  the  union,  and,  in  1772,  sent  two  of 
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ihmx  eld^rsi  viz.  Meglamre  atid  Thomas,  as  deputies  to 
the  Separate  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
overtures  to  effect  it.  The  deputies  were  kindly  receiv* 
ed }  they  delivered  their  message,  the  object  of  which 
was  briefly  discussed*  The  Separate  Association,  in  re« 
turn,  deputed  two  of  their  ministers,  viz<  Elijah  Craig 
aad  David  Thompson,  to  wait  on  the  Kehukee  Associ- 
ation, respecting  (he  union  which  they  had  proposed* 
The  embarrassments  attending  the  union  seem  to  have 
lain  mostly  with  the  Separates,  who  stated  the  following 
objections  against  their  brethren  of  the  Regular  order : 
1st.  That  they  were  not  sufficiently  strict  in  receiving 
church  members*  2d.  That  the^  were  too  superflu* 
ous  in  dress*  And,  Sd.  That  their  principles  and  prac*' 
tices  were  at  variance ;  for  although  they  believed  that 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus  was  essential  to  baptism,  yet  they 
retained  many  members  in  their  churches,  who,  dthouga 
they  had  then  experienced  converting  ^race,  yet.  ac« 
knowledged  themselves  to  have  been  baptiased  in  a  state 
of  unbelief,  by  the  careless  Arminiao  pre^Jiers. 

This  last  objection  was  declared  to  be  the  maiil  bar  to 
a  complete  union ;  and  it  was  the  more  effectual,  as  it 
had  bem  a  matter  of  considerable  embarrassment  to  a 
great  number  of  the  Kehukee  ministers,  who  had  many 
thoughts  of  attempting  a  reformation*  This  occurrence 
furnished  them  with  a  more  favourable  plea  to  make 
a  beginning,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  the  year 
1774<  At  which  time  the  Bertie  church,  under  the  pas* 
toral  care  of  Rev*  Lemuel  Burkitt,  held  a  conference  on 
thesubject^  in  which  they  pubUckly  proclaimed,  that  they 
would  commune  with  none,  who  confessed  they  were  bap* 
tiaed  before  conversion ;  alleging,  that  aduk  persons  had 
BO  better  claim  to  baptism,  while  they  were  m  a  state  of 
impenitence  and  unbelief,  than  infants  had.  Mr.  Burkit t's 
church  was  followed  by  several  others*  But  when  the 
next  Association  met,,  which  was  in  1775,  the  Reformers 
met  with  severe  opposjition.  The  correctness  of  their 
proceedings  was  much  questioned,  and  much  dissension 
arose*  One  party  was  blamed  for  doing  too  much ;  and 
the  other  for  not  doing  enough.  As  they  could  not 
sigree,  both  parties  claimed  the  right  of  being  called  the 
Association.     The  Reformers,  because  what  they  had 
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done,  was  exactly  congenial  to  the  original  plan  upon 
which  the  Association  was  organized.  The  other  party, 
being  most  numerous,  insisted  that  a  majority  ought  to 
retain  the  power,  and  consequently  the  name  of  the 
Association.  They  moreover  argued,  that,  whatever 
might  be  their  principles,  it  was  well  known  at  the  time 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Association,  that  this  evil  ex* 
isted  in  greater  force  than  it  did  at  that  time  ;  seeing 
none  had  been  baptized  in  kndwn  unbelief,  since  the 
constitution ;  that,  therefore,  it  was  virtually  agreed, 
that  such  as  were  then  in  orderly  standing  might  retain 
their  membership,  lest  more  mischief  should  ensue  by 
being  too  rigorous,  than  by  submitting  to  small  incon- 
veniences for  the  sake  of  peace  y  that  the  Association 
having  been  in  existence  for  eight  or  nine  years,  all  of 
which  time  they  had  suffered  the  inconvenience,  it  was 
now  rather  strange,  that  they  at  this  late  period  should 
attenipt  a  revolution  so  likely  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  churches.  To  all  these  arguments  it 
was  answered,  that  to  them  it  was  a  matter  of  conscience^ 
which  they  could  not  relinquish  without  wounding  their 
own  souls.  As  neither  side  would  give  way,  things 
came  to  extremities.  Each  party  organized  a  distinct 
Association.  The  Reformers  kept  possession  of  the 
meeting-house,  whilst  the  opposite  party  retired,  first 
to  the  woods,  and  on  the  second  day  procured  a  private 
house  in  the  neighbourhood.  All  attempts  at  reconcil- 
iation proved  ineffectual  during  this  session.  Each  party 
transacted  their  own  business,  of  which,  however,  verv 
little  was  done.  These  party  broils  were  exceedingly  zu 
fiicting  to  the  pious  on  both  sides.  It  would  appear 
from  the  arguments  on  the  old  side,  that  many  of  them 
did  not  deny  the  principles  of  thib  reformation,  so  mudi 
as  the  necessity,  seeing  it  would  unavoidably  produce 
much  confusion,  and  if  let  alone,  the  evil  would  of  it» 
self,  in  time,  vanish.  Those  who  had  undertaken  to  efw 
feet  the  reformation,  persevered,  and  finally  accomplish** 
ed  their  wishes.*^ 

In  August,  1 7779  they  held  their  first  undisputed  As** 
sodation,  at  elder  Bell's  meeting.house,  in  Sussex  coun-* 

•  The  Re^lar  Association  dwindled,  and  finally  came  to  notlung ;  partly 
bf  fiiUkig  ia  with^the  Separates,  aiid  partly  by  other  causes. 
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ty,  Virginisu  They  founds  on  assemblings  that  their 
strength  had  very  much  increased.  Ten  churches  had 
sent  letters  and  delegates,  of  which  it  appeared  that 
six  were  Regulars,  or  the  old  side,  and  four  were  Sepa- 
rates; who,^  finding  their  former  obstacles  removing, 
and  it  being  convenient,  were  incorporated  with  this  As* 
sodation.  Of  these  ten  churches,  four  were  in  Virgin^i- 
ia,  and  six  in  North*Carolina.  The  whole  number  of 
members  was  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety. 
They  agreed  now  upon  an  abstract  of  principles,  which 
was  afterwards  printed  and  published.  In  doctrine  and 
discipline  it  did  not  substantially  di£Per  from  the  confes* 
sion  of  faith  generally  received  among  the  Baptists. 
They  agreed  to  hold  two  Associations  annually,  and  ap* 
pointed  the  next  atBurkitt's  meeting-house, the  next  May. 

The  Kehukee  Association  continued  to  meet  regular- 
ly, and  to  increase  rapidly,  until  the  year  1790.  At 
their  October  session  for  that  year,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  no  less  than  sixty-one  churches,  having  more 
than  five  thousand  members.  Several  ineffectual  at- 
tempts, previous  to  this,  had  been  made  to  divide  it, 
and  the  number  of  churches  was  now  so  large,  that  a 
division  was  almost  indispensable.  They  accordingly 
agreed  to  divide  by  the  State  line,  leaving  forty-twb 
churches  in  North-Carolina,  and  nineteen  in  Virginia. 
The  Virginia  churches  met  by  their  delegates  for  the 
first  time.  May  1791,  at  Portsmouth  ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count their  body  took  the  name  of  the  Virginia  Ports- 
mouth Association.  Their  time  of  meeting  has  been, 
from  the  first,  on  the  fourth  Saturday  of  May,  annually. 
Theif  business  has  been  transacted  in  peace  and  pru« 
dence.  The  number  of  churches  has  increased,  but 
not  so  rapidly  as  in  other  Associations*  While  elder 
Meglamre  lived,  and  attended  the  Associations,  he  gen- 
eraUy  acted  as  moderator.  After  his  death,  or  when  he 
was  absent,  the  duties  of  moderator  most  commonly  de- 
volved upon  Rev.  David  Barrow,  until  his  removal  to 
Kentucky.* 

Only  four  years  from  the  time  that  the  Portsmouth 
Association  was  taken  off,  vis.  in  the  year  1794,  this 

*  This  account  of  the  Kehukee  Association  has  been  takea  almost  verba* 
tim  from  Semple*s  History  of  the  Vir^ia  Baptists. 
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mother  body  had  again  become  so  eKtensive»  that  anoth^ 
er  division  was  thought  expedient,  and  was  accordinglv 
amicably  effected ;  and  Tar-river  was  fixed  on  as  the  di- 
viding line*  All  the  churches  above  this  river,  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  remsdned  with  the 
eld  establishment,  while  those  to  the  south  of  it  v/ere 
diamissed  to  form  the  Neuse  Association. 

The  Kehukee  Association,  by  this  last  division,  was 
reduced  to  twenty-six  churches ;  from  this  time  it  trav^ 
elled  on,  without  any  special  occurrence,  until  about 
1801,  when  it  began  to  enjoy  a  refreshing  season,  and 
for  a  few  years  mllowing,  was  blessed .  with  a  share  in 
that  remarkable  revival,  which  pievaileid  most  power* 
fully  and  extensively  through  North*Carolina  and  many 
other  States ;  so  that  in  the  course  of  two  years  from 
the  comooencement  of  the  revival,  there  were  1500  per- 
sons baptized  in  the  churches  belonging  to  this  Associa- 
tion. 

Nbusb  AssocrATioN. 

It  has  already  been  related,  that  this  body  originated 
\rf  a  division  or  the  Eehukee  Association,  in  1794.  It 
contained,  at  the  time  of  its  organisation,  S3  churches, 
which  were  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  Neuse^river, 
from  which  circumstance  it  received  its  name  ;  and 
they  extended  from  Tar-river  nearly  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  North-Carolina.  This  Association  com* 
priced  a  number  of  the  oldest  churches  in  the  country, 
and  particularly  the  Tosniot  church,  in  Edgecombe  coun« 
ty,  which  was  gathered  by  the  General  Baptists,  in  the 
early  part  of  their  settlement  in  the  country ;  but  it  was 
reformed  and  constituted  on  the  Calvinistick  plan  in 
1751),  at  which  time  it  contained  three  very  worthy 
preadiers,  viz.  John  Thomas,  and  his  two  sons  Jona- 
than and  John*  Jonathan  is  said  to  have  beM  a  man  of 
considerable  eminence  in  his  day.  This  community 
was  much  refreshed  and  enlarged  by  that  glorious  revi- 
val which  prevailed  in  the  Kehukee  Association* 

Cape  FxAiL  AsaociATioN. 

This  Association  is  situated  towards  the  southeast  cor- 
ner of  the  State.    It  took  its  name  from  the  river  on 
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whose  eastern  branch  the  towo  of  Wilmington  is  situa^ 
ted.  It  was  formed  in  1805,  of  churches  which  wer? 
dbmissed  from  the  Neuse  Association. 

Ralbigh  Association. 

This  body  takes  its  name  from  the  town  which  is  now 
the  seat  of  government,  near  to  which  the  churches  are 
situated*  It  was  formed  in  1 805  of  only  four  churches, 
which  were  dismissed  ftou\  the  Neuse  Associatioii*  It 
\^  beei)  a  flourishing  little  body,  and  in  1812  had  in« 
cireased  to  ten  churches  and  almost  a  thousand  members* 
There  has  lately  been  a  very  happy  revival  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Association.  In  1812,  Elder  Robert  T. 
J^aniel,  one  of  their  ministers,  wrote  me,  that  upwarda 
of  a  h^ndred  members  had  been  added  by  baptism  tq 
the  church  which  he  serves,  in  a  little  more  than  a  yea^* 

Chowak  Association. 

This  Association  receives  its  name  from  a  river  which 
rises  in  Virginia  and  empties  into  the  Albemarle  sound. 
It  is  situated  on  the  northern  borders  of  the  state  and 
near  its  northeast  corner.  It  began  in  1 806,  when  eigh- 
teiBQ  churches,  containing  upw?r^  of  eighteen  hundred 
members,  w^re  dismissed  from  the  Kehukee  Association* 
for  the  purpose  of  ipprming  it.  These  churches  were  all 
op  the  east  side  of  the  Roandke-river.  Several  hun* 
dreds  have  been  added  to  the  Chowan  Association  since 
it  wa^  formed,  and  yet  it  is  not  now  so  large  as  it  was  at 
firsi:.  The  reason  is,  that  multitudes  frqm  this  region 
h^ye.f^ipigrated  ^^  !^^  western  and  more  southern  States. 

FLAT-RlVSa  AsSOCfATIOK. 

This  body  was  formed  by  a  division  of  the  Roanoke 
Association,  in  Virginia,  in  1794.  As  a  number  of 
churches  in  that  Association  were  situated  in  North* 
Carolina,  they  were  all,  by  their  request,  dismissed  at 
the  time  above  mentioned,  for  the  purppse  of  forming 
th^  one  whose  history  we  are  now  relating,    I  have  nQt 
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been  able  exactly  ta  ascertain  of  how  many  churches  if 
was  at  first  composed,  but  the  number  was  probably  ten 
or  twelve ;  nor  have  I  learnt  any  thing  of  its  proceedings, 
until  the  year  1 806,  when  it  was  divided  by  a  line  run- 
ning north  and  south,  and  the  western  division  .of 
churches  united  in  forming  the 

Country-Line  Association. 

Tms  body  took  its  name  from  a  creek  on  which  the 
churches  are  situated,  which  runs  in  a  northern  direo- 
tion,  and  empties  into  Dan-river,  near  the  line  between 
the  two  States  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina. 

These  two  small  Associations  lie  on  the  northern  side 
of  North-Carolina,  and  the  churches  in  the  Goo&tr^r- 
Line  are  iti  the  counties  of  Rockingham,  Caswell^  Per** 
86n,  and  Orange. 

The  churches  in  these  Associations  originated  from  the 
Separate  Baptists,  and  some  of  the  oldest  of  them  were 

gathered  by  Samuel  Harris,  James  Read,  Thomas  Muk 
ns,  and  Dutton  Lane. 

Sandy-Creeic  Association. 

Ak  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Sandy*' 
Creek  church  and  Association,  and  dP  the  Baptist  cause 
in  this  part  of  North-Carolina,  up  to  the  year  1770,  has 
already  been  given  in  the  general  history  of  the  Sepa-' 
rate  Baptists,  under  the  Virginia  head. 

Shubael  Stearns  died  at  Sandy-Creek,  in  1 77 1 ,  in  the 
66th  year  of  his  age.  The  Sandy-Creek  Association, 
notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  in  which  it  had  in- 
volved itself,  by  interfering  too  much  in  the  concerns 
of  the  churches,  stitt  continued  to  hold  its  usual  anni- 
versary sessions* 

In  1 772,  after  its  division,  which  is  related  in  the  gen- 
eral history  of  the  Separates,  it  contained  the  nine  fol- 
lowing  churches,  viz.  Sajidy-Creek,  Little-River,  Shal- 
low Fords,  Slow-River,  New-River,  Southwest,  Grassy- 
Creek,  Trent,  and  Lockwood's  Folly.  To  these  church- 
es appertained  ten  branches,  most  of  which  were,  in 
process  of  time,  organized  into  district  churches.    The 
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fiumber  of  ministers  at  this  time  was  twenty,  only  sevea 
#f  whom  were  ordained.  This  Association  held  many, 
sentiments  formerly^  and  it  also  holds  some  now,  which 
are  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  which  do  not  prevail  among 
their  brethren  elsewhere.  Many  of  its  members  were 
formerly  thought  to  lean  cpnsiderably  towards  the  Ar* 
minian  system  ;  but  they  have  now  become  generally^ 
and  some  c^  them  strenuously  Calvinistick.  1  hey  now 
bold  that  ministers  ought  not  to  be  ordained  untU  they 
are  otlled  to  exercise  the  pastoral  office.  The  practice 
ef  ordaining  them  as  Evangelists,  which  by  the  Baptists 
18  generally  adopted,  they  reject.  They  formerly  held 
Bine  Christian  rites,  viz.  baptism^  the  LonTs  supp^r^  lovem 
feasts^  laying^m^f-hands^  washing  feet^  anointing  th$  skk^ 
ri^bt  band  offelltwshipj  kiss  qf  charity^  and  devoting  children. 
They  also  held  to  ruling  elders^  eldr^sses,  deaconesses, 
and  weekly  communion. 

The  nature  and  design  of  all  the  above  enumerated 
rkes  and  offices  vrill  be  easily  comprehended,  except  that 
of  dewting  children.  This  rite  they  founded  on  the  cir« 
cumstance  of  parents  bringing  little  children  to  Christ, 
&c.  It  was  thus  performed  :  As  soon  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  the  mother 
carried  it  to  meeting,  when  the  minister  either  took  it 
in  his  arms,  or  laid  his  hands  on  it,  thanked  God  for  his 
mercy,  and  invoked  a  blessing  on  the  child^  at  which 
time  it  received  its  name.  This  rite,  which  was  by  many 
satirically  called  a  dry  christenings*  prevailed  not  only  ii) 
the  Sandy-Creek  Association,  but  in  many  parts  of  Vir<r 
^nia. 

It  must  not  be  understood,  that  aU  the  churches  in 
thb  body  were  strenuous,  or  even  uniform,  in  the  obr 
servance  of  this  long  list  of  rites,  all  of  which,  however, 
appear  to  be  su^ested  by  the  Scriptures ;  nor  did  those 
who  m^ntained  the  whole  of  them,  refuse  communion 
with  their  brethren,  who  neglected  a  part ;  and  this  in* 
difference  in  some  has  been  succeeded  by  a  generaj  neg- 
lect in  all,  so  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  nine  Christian 
rites,  and  especially  thusQ  of  them  which  were  of  a  pe- 
culiar nature,  together  with  the  offices  of  eldresses  a^n4 

♦  Virginia  Chronicle,  p.  4?. 
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disaconesses  have  fallen  into  disuse.  But  tte  mdU 
nance,  to  they  esteem  it,  of  laying*on-of-hands^  atid  the 
office  of  rufing  elders  they  still  maintain. 

This  Association  has  also  altered  it^  mode  as  to  the 
frequency  of  administering  the  Lord's  3ul>per,  and  has 
adopted  that  which  b  generally  pursued  by  other  breth* 
ren  elsewhere. 

It  will  be  recdlected,  that  when  the  great  body  of  the 
Separate  Baptists  was  divided,  in  the  year  1 770,  that  the 
Sandy*Creek  Association  became  one  of  the  three  grattd 
divisions;  but  it  has  not  prospered  so  largely,  nor 
branched  out  so  e&ten^vely,  as  the  other  two.  The 
bnly  Association  ^hich  has  been  formed  from  it,  and 
that  but  in  part,  was  the  Holston,  in  the  State  of  Ten* 
nessee.  But  it  has  been  the  nursery  of  many  worthy 
ministers  and  brethren,  who  have  emigrated  to  thd 
western  country  and  more  southern  States;  and  aU 
though  it  has,  at  times,  been  reduced  almost  to  the  low* 
est  ebb  of  religious  enjoyment,  yet  it  has,  at  other  tiities, 
beeh  blessed  with  the  outpourings  of  th<&  Divine  Spirit^ 
and  the  joyful  enlargement  of  its  borders.  TVo  very 
comfortable  and  extensive  revivals  had  been  experienced 
in  this  Association,  since  the  death  of  Mir.  Stearns,  before 
the  one  about  to  be  mentioned.  But  by  deaths  and  re- 
movals it  was,  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in 
ivery  respect  much  reduced.  The  ministers  had  become 
few  in  number,  and  the  churches  small  and  languid  ; 
iniquity  greatly  abounded  in  the  land,  and  the  love  of 
many  had  waxen  cold.  But  towards  the  close  of  the 
year  1 800,  that  astonishing  work  which  had  been  pre- 
vailing a  short  time  in  Kentucky  and  other  parts,  made 
a  sudden  and  unexpected  entrance  amongst  them,  and 
vtras  jittended  with  most  of  the  new  ahd  unusual  appear- 
ances, which  in  many  places  it  assumed.  This  work 
was  not  confined  to  the  Baptists,  but  prevailed,  at  the 
same  time,  amongst  the  Methodists  and  Presbyterians, 
both  of  which  denominations  were  coifisiderably  nume- 
rous in  the  parts.  These  two  last  denommations,  soon 
aft^r  the  commencement  of  the  revival,  united  itt  their 
communion  and  camp-meetings.  The  Baptists  were 
strongly  solicited  to  embark  in  the  general  communion 
scheme ;  but  they,  pursuant  to  their  consistent  (many 
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<3di  diem  r^pd)  piindpfes,  dedinfed  a  compliance.  But 
tihey  had  camp  ot  field*meetings  amotigst  themselves^ 
and  many  indivkhials  of  them  united  with  the  Method* 
lets  and  Ptesbytetians  in  theirs.  The  Baptists  estab- 
.Kahed  camp-meetings  from  motives  of  convenience  and 
necessity,  and  relinquished  them  as  soon  as  they  were 
no  longer  needful.  Their  meeting-houses  are  generally 
small,  and  surrounded  with  groves  of  wood,  which  they 
carefully  preserve,  for  the  advantage  of  the  coofing 
shade,  which  they  afford  in  the  heat  of  summer,  in 
these  groves  the  stages  were  erected,  around  which  the 
numerous  congregation  encamped ;  and  when  they  could 
be  accommodated  in  the  meeting-houses,  to  them  they 
repaired.  A  circumstance  which  led  the  people  to  come 
jirepared  to  encamp  on  the  ground  was,  that  those  who 
fivcd  acljacent  to  the  triace  o?  meeting,  although  willing 
to  provide  for  the  renesfament^  as  far  as  they  were  aUe, 
of  th^  numerous  congregations  which  assemUed ;  yet,  in 
tmst  cades,  they  would  have  found  it  impracticable ; 
and  furthermore^  they  wished  to  be  at  the  meetingis 
themselves,  what  time  they  must  have  stayed  at  home 
for  the  purpose.  The  people,  therefore,  would  be  tKi« 
vised  by  their  ministers  and  others^  at  the  first  camp* 
meetings,  to  come  to  the  next  and  all  succeeding  ones^ 
prepared  to  accommodate  and  refresh  themselves.  In 
this  way,  camp-meetings  were  instituted  amongst  the 
Baptists. 

In  nearly  the  same  way,  meetings  of  a  similar  nature 
were  est^ished  by  the  united  body  of  Methodists  and 
Presbyterians  in  these  parts ;  but  like  many  other  things 
produced  on  extraordinary  occasions,  they  continued  af- 
ter the  call  for  them  had  ceased.  Their  efficacy  was  by 
many  too  highly  estimated.  They  had  witnessed  at 
them,  besides  much  confusion  and  disorder,  many  evir 
dent  and  remarkable  displays  of  divine  power;  and  their 
^dour  in  promoting  them,  after  the  seal  which  insti* 
tuted  them  had  abated,  indicated  that  they  considered 
them  the  most  probable  means  of  effecting  a  revival. 
From  these  motives  (!  am  induced  to  think)  camp-meet- 
itigS  have  been,  and  are  still,  industriously  kept  up  bv 
the  Methodists  throughout  the  United  Stites.  It  is  weU 
known  that  they  take  much  pains,  by  giving  lengthy 
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notice  of  their  abroach,  by  advertising  thein  in  n^ws^ 
]»s^)ers9  &c.  to  collect  as  large  an  assembhge  of  people  as 
possible,  and  then,  by  preconcerted  and  artful  xnasoeu* 
vres,  and  by  ^  mechanical  play  upon  the  pasdons,  to  pro» 
duce  that  aninution  and  zeal,  which,  at  the  times  above» 
mentioned,  were  spontaneous  and  una£Fected« 

In  the  progress  of  the  revival  among  the  Baptists,and, 
especially,  at  their  cainp-meetings,  there  were  exhibited 
scenes  of  the  most  solemn  and  a&cting  nature ;  and  in 
many  instances  there  was  heard  at  the  same  time, 
throughout  the  vast  congregation,  a  mingled  sound  of 
prayer,  exhortation,  groans,  and  praise.  The  fantastidk 
exercise  of  jerking,  dancing,  &c.  in  a  religious  way,  pre« 
vailed  much  with  the  united  body  of  Methodists  and 
Presbyterians,  towards  the  close  of  the  revival ;  but  they 
were  not  introduced  at  all  among  the  Baptists  in  these 
parts.  But  falling  down  under  rehgious  impressions  was 
frequent  among  them.  Many  were  taken  with  these 
religious  epilepsies,  if  we  may  so  call  them,  not  only  at 
the  great  meetings,  where  those  scenes  were  exhibited, 
which  were  calculated  to  move  the  sympathetick  affec* 
tions ;  but  also  about  their  daily  employments,  some  in 
the  fields,  some  in  their  houses,  and  some  when  hunting 
their  cattle  in  the  woods.  And  in  some  cases,  people 
were  thus  strangely  aflFected  when  alone ;  so  that  if  some 
played  the  hypocrite,  with  others  the  exercise  must  have 
been  involuntary  and  unafiected.  And  besides  falling 
down,  there  were  many  other  expressions  of  zeal,  which 
in  more  moderate  people  would  be  considered  enthusi- 
astick  and  wild. 

The  above  relation  was  given  me  by  Rev.  George 
Pope,  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  Abbot's  Greek,  who  is 
a  man  of  sense  and  moderation,  and  who,  vdth  many  of 
his  brethren,  was  much  tried  in  his  mind,  and  stood 
aloof  from  the  work  at  its  commencement ;  but  it  spread 
so  rapidly  and  powerfully,  that  they  soon  discovered 
such  evident  marks  of  its  being  a  genuine  work  of  grace^ 
notwithstanding  its  new  and  unusual  appearances,  that 
their  doubts  subsided,  and  they  cordially  and  zealously 
engaged  in  forwarding  and  promoting  it.  Mr.  Pope,  ia 
the  course  of  the  revival,  baptized  about  500  persons. 
I^arge  nu^nbers  wer^  also  baptized  by  John  Culpej^r, 
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\inffiaih  M^Gregore,  and  many  others.  But  as  the 
Minutes  of  the  Association  were  not  printed  at  this  time« 
the  total  number  of  members  cannot  be  now  ascertained^ 
yet  it  must  have  been  very  large.  But  a  spirit  of  emu 
gration  has  since  much  possessed  the  Baptists  in  these 
parts,  so  that  the  Association  is  now  reduced  to  the  numi 
ber  of  members,  which  is  stated  in  the  table. 

Yadkin  Association. 

Thb  Yadkin-river  rises  in  the  Alleghany  mountains^ 
and  unites  with  the  Rocky-river,  in  Anson  county^ 
North-Carolina,  and  from  their  junction  the  stream  as^ 
aumes  the  name  of  the  Great  Pedee. 

The  Yadkin  Association  received  its  name  from  thai 
of  the  river  above  mentioned,  and  lies  to  the  westward 
of  the  Sandy-Creek,  and  originated  in  the  following  man* 
ner.  In  the  year  1786,  eleven  churches,  which  had  been 
previously  gathered  about  the  head  of  the  Yadkin  and 
Its  waters,  began  to  hold  yearly  conferences,  as  a  branch 
of  the  Strawberry  Association  in  Virginia.  The  proceed* 
ings  of  this  conference  were  annually  submitted  to  the 
Association  to  which  it  had  attached  itself,  for  their 
inspection,  and  were  borne  thither  by  delegates  appoint- 
ed for  the  purpose.  But  in  1790,  the  churches,  com- 
posing this  conference,  were,  upon  their  request,  dismiss- 
ed, and  formed  a  distinct  Association.  The  ministers 
belonging  to  this  body  at  its  commencement,  were 
George  M'Neal,  John  Qeaveland,  William  Petty,  Wil« 
liam  Hammond,  Cleaveland  CafTee,  Andrew  Baker,  and 
John  Stone.  Thb  Association,  like  Sandy-Creek,  trans- 
acted its  business,  or  at  least,  held  its  sessions,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  without  a  moderator.  Some  of  their  scru- 
pulous brethren,  it  seems,  were  opposed  to  order,  or  for- 
mality,  as  they  esteemed  it,  in  their  religious  proceedings, 
and  pleaded  that  it  was  an  infringement  of  Christian  lib^ 
erty,  and  too  much  like  worldly  assemblies,  to  have  a 
modlerator  at  their  head,  whom  they  must  address  when 
they  spoke,'  and  wliose  liberty  they  must  request,  &c» 
In  1793,  Mr.  John  Gano,  who  then  lived  in  Kentuckyt 
visited  this  Assedation,  and  found  many  difficulties 
among  them  on  account  of  these  things.    But  he  knew 
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very  well  how  to  manage  prejudices  so  wMmsical  and 
absurd,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  choose  a  moderator  and 
establish  rules,  by  which  their  bu^ness  was  afterwards 
conducted  with  much  decorumt* 

The  church  in  the  Jersey  settlements  in  Rowan  coun* 
ty  id  the  oldest  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  and  was 

fathered  by  Mr.  Gano  in  1 758,  three  years  after  the 
andy-Creek  church  was  established.  Mr.  Gabo  resided 
there  about  two  years,  when  the  church  was  broken 
up  by  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  and  he  returned  to 
New  Jersey,  from  whence  he  had  removed  hither.  But 
the  church  was  re*gathered  after  the  Indian  war  was 
over. 

Dr.  Richard  Furman,  now  of  Charleston,  South* 
Carolina,  resided  and  preached  in  the  bounds  of  thb 
Association,  during  a  part  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

Joseph  Murphy,  the  pastor  of  the  church  on  Deep 
Creek,  in  the  county  oi  Surry,  has  been,  in  most  respects, 
the  most  distinguished  minister  among  the  churches  in 
this  body,  tie  and  William  Murphy,  whose  name  fre* 
quently  occurs  in  the  history  of  the  Virginia  Baptists, 
were  brothers.  They  were  both  baptized  by  Shubael 
Stearns,  and  began  to  preach  while  very  young,  and  were 
called,  by  way  of  derision.  Murphy* s  boys.  William,  who 
had  the  most  conspicuous  talents,  removed  to  Tennessee 
about  1780,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active  minbters  in 
the  Hobton  Association,  which  he  assisted  in  raising  up, 
and  in  which  he  was  very  useful  and  much  esteemed  un- 
til his  death,  the  exact  time  of  which  b  not  known,  but 
it  is  believed  to  have  been  about  1 800. 

Joseph  was  altogether  illiterate  when  he  became  relig- 
ious, for  he  then  uiew  not  how  to  read,  s^nd  had  never 
learned  to  write.  But  being  possessed  df  a  strong  mind, 
ready  wit,  a  bold  and  fearless  spirit,  and  with  all,  a  heart 
filled  with  the  love  of  God  and  man,  notwithstanding 
all  the  dbadvantages  of  hb  education,  he  has  been  a  very 
usefiil  and  much  respected  preacher  throughout  an  ex* 
tensive  drcle  of  churchy.  He  was  once  taken  up  in 
Virg^ia  for  preaching,  and  carried  befidre  a  magbtrate, 
trhere  he  defended  himself  so  expertly,  that  hb  accuseirs 
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Retired  Hnth  shame,  and  the  magistrate  bade  him  ^ 
about  his  business* 

Mr.  Murphy  had  many  verbal  rencounters  in  his  mote 
active  days,  with  opposers  of  different  characters,  whool 
he  always  abashed  and  foiled.  His  feats  of  this  kind  he 
now  relates  with  much  pleasantry,  and  with  a  self-com- 
placency which  is  altogether  excusable  in  a  man  who  is 
about  80  years  old.  He  was  once  opposed  by  a  fanatick 
of  more  effrontery  than  argument,  who  contended  that 
Adam,  before  his  fall,  had  not  a  mortal  body,  but  was  a 
pure  spiritual  being.  A  woman  was  sitting  by,  careless- 
ly nursing  her  child,  whose  name  was  Fi'ost,  who  said  to 
the  opposer,  '^  I  do  not  see  how  God  could  take  out  a 
rib  from  Adam's  side,  and  close  up  the  flesh  again,  if 
he  were  nothing  but  a  spirit.^*  "  Ah,  replied  Mn 
Murphy,  "  I  think,  my  friend,  you  are  yroj/-bitten,  and 
will  soon  wither  without  any  argutnehts  of  mine." 

Being  once  opposed  by  a  man  who  held  to  the  notion 
of  Universal  Restoration,  Mr.  Murphy  at  last  replied^ 
^^  I  do  not  see,  sir,  but  you,  on  your  plan,  make  hell  the 
sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  wicked  ;  for  after  all  the  meani 
of  the  gospel  have  failed  to  benefit  them,  they  must  go 
to  hell  to  be  made  holy,  and  prepared  for  heaven." 

The  churches  in  this  Association  are  in  the  counties  of 
Rowan,  Wilkes,  Surry,  Iredell,  and  some  of  thein  are  not 
far  from  the  town  of  Salisbury. 

MotJNTAIK   AdS0ClATI0ltf« 

The  name  of  this  Association  is  sufficiently  descHptive 
of  its  situation ;  for  the  churches  of  which  it  is  compos^ 
ed  He  mostly  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  are  scattered 
in  the  nooks  and  vallies  of  the  stupendous  pile  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains.  As  but  very  partial  accounts 
have  been  received,  the  following  brief  sketches  must 
suffice  for  its  history.  It  was  formed  in  i  1^\)^  by  a  di^ 
vision  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  when  the  ten  following 
churches  were  dismissed,  viz.  Rye  Valley,  Three  Forki 
ot  New  River,  North  Fork  of  New  River,  Fish  River^ 
South  Fork  of  Roaring  River,  Beaver  Creek,  Head  of 
Yadkin,  Synclare;*s  Bottom,  Catawba,  and  Cedar  Island. 
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Thnce  cf  these  cbwches  were  in  Yirajm,  and  It  k  %u4 
that  some  of  them,  or  of  those  whicn  have  united  with 
the  Assodatk>n  sin^  it  was  formed,  are  in  the  6%Ufi  of 
Tennessee,  but  most  of  them  are  in  NprthXaroljaa,  apd 
are  in  the  oounties  of  Ash,  Burii:,  Witks,  and  Surry. 

I  do  Bot  learn  •  that  this  body  ha3  ever  experi^x^ped 
any  remafkable  changes,  or  omch  finiargemieat. 

FtlBKCH   BjaOAP  ASSOCIATIIW* 

Tai8  is  a  smaD  body,  situated  mostly  iq  the  county  of 
Buncombe,  tp  a  oiountainous  region  in  the  western  part 
of  thb  State*  This  county  wa$  formerly  large  enougii 
for  n  small  State,  and  emeuded  tp  the  Tennessee  line* 
Th(e  county  of  Hayiyood  has^  not  jippg  since,  been  takeu 
from  it.  It  is,  howler,  very  br^,  and  encompasses  a 
Bumber  of  everlasting  biUs  and  spnie  fruitful  valines. 
Through  it  runs  a  river  called  the  French  Broad,  which 
gave  name  to  the  Aa^Qciation  we  are  about  to  describe. 
The  fiiptists  are  scattered  in  every  part  of  the  Unite4 
$tate9.  Scarcely  a  inpi^tain  qt  v^ey  in  which  they 
ve  not  to  be  found*  3o  many  of  them  were  settle^  in 
this  region,  that  they  were  induced  to  form  an  Associ- 
ation iu  1 807.  It  was,  at  first,  composed  of  ux  church- 
M,  viz.  Little  Ivey,  locust,  Old  Fields^  Newfound,  Cj^ 
ney^River,  French  Broad,  and  Can^-Creek.  The  three 
ficst  were  disfnissed  from  the  Holston  Association  in 
Tennessee,  and  the  other  from  the  Broad^River  in 
South*Garolina.  Four  churches  have  been  added  to  this 
l^iody  since  its  fornnticHS.  The  iQiniiiten  which  it  <;oi^ 
tmied  3t  its  buspiiniug  were  Thom^^  Snejsmt  Thomas 
lustice;  Sioa  filythe,  Menjamiu  King,  Huniphrey  Posey^ 
and  Stephjep  Morgan^ 

By  reviewing  the  his(pry  of  the  B^jptists  in  this  States 
k  app^itrs  that  if,  contaip^  il  Aasooittionst  9bout  180 
churches,  49d  upward*  of  ISPQQ  commumc^iiita. 

The  North-CaroUniana,  Uke  thdr  neighbours  the  Vir* 
moians,  have  never  had  much  amlntion  for  learning  oi; 
httmap  ac^rements ;  but  they  have  had,  e^ecially  in 
the  low  countries,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Kebulfee  and 
hTeu^e  Associations  and  their  branches,  many  vary  able 
and  respectable  ministers  and  brethren,  who  have,  in 


addfCiott  to  their  t^giom  finGtions^  bonctorahly  filled 
ttiany  (niblick  stationfi^  as  magUtraites,  l^yators^  &c« 
But  as  fh<eir  faicigraphies  bavte  b^n  tMLck  negieaeid^  littKar 
can  be  said  aboot  them.  Biographical  sketches  of  a 
few  0f  these  men  w91  be  found  m  thart  part  of  the  work 
which  is  demoted  to  that  sv^ct. 

The  Baptists  in  thia  State  have  never  mfiered  tmxch 
by  pefr^ecutioft,  ye«  there  were  some  attempts  liiade  to 
harass  them.  About  176^whea  ^er$eait]0n  wsb  rag^ 
ihfg  so  iercetf  against  their  brethren  m  ^Hrptiai^  a*  hixm^ 
her  were  apprehended,  belonging  to  tiper  Kefavkee  Aawoh 
ciaf  ion^  and  Qpwaft*ds  of  TO  person*  w«re  suoraRqwd  by 
fbe  C&tri  to  appear  agaiifst  sbem^  by*  whom  they  wertt 
icctised  of  heresy^  blasphentyy  and  nots ;  but  ill  the 
course  of  the  exaitiiiiatioHy  the  cemplanBts  appeared  soi 
IB  Isunded,  that  the  Court  dismissed  the  whole  asantetv 
Mfd  appetfed  ashamed  of  the  proseoirtiany  as  well  they 
Anight  be }  lor  their  Uast>hemie6  tonted  out  to  be  Sck^ 
lure  egtpyes^<»is ;  their  heresses  so«nd  doettf  ine;  and  tut 
riots  with  which  sbey  were  dMgedj  were  racsed  not  bjt 
them,  iKit  by  their  persecufiors,  tirhO'  damirfaed  tbdbr  as^ 
seMbfieSr^ 

The  North*GaroHiia  Regubrion  has  ahreacfy  been  itmt^ 
fioned,  and  we  promised  to  givt&  a  furt&er  acxMint  of  it* 
'l*his  civil  commotion  aipprars  to  have  beeft  simibr  to 
the  Shays^  afeir  in  Massadiusetttf^  and  tfar  Whiskey  im 
MYrectioil  in  I^nnfiiylvaniia. 

Many  became  madi  disaftcted  with'  the  provincial 
govermtient,  wldch  was  then  admttiisiaraed  byGovntnot 
Tryon^  and  ibrmed  m  tttensive  oonriiiMtion  for  the 
psrrpose  of  rttgulating  and  referning  it«  Somo  of  their 
complaitatis  were,  that  they  had,  im  z  wxf  of  tax,,  paid 
between  two  and  three  thoinnd  pounde  nrare  dun 
wouid  sink  their  paper  money,  and  yet  about  siitty  tft«nK 
sand  poonds  ^{  it  remained  unsmik ;  diat  dvtt  officers 
and  lawyers  extorted  more  than  the  kw  allowed  them^ 
imd  yet  were  noc  pnnished,.  but  mfiered  to  prosecuM 
the  oomplainers^  toe.  And  as  they  had  mmonatralted 
withont  eibct,  and  saw  no  piDSpect  of  a  redress  of  their 
grievances,  they  deiermined^  ar  length,  to  make  wse  of 

*  M<A-S^  Edwards's  MS,  Hist^  of  the  Bainists  So  Nordi-Carolto. 
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arguments  of  a  more  convinciog  nature.  Troops  were 
immediately  nused  by  Governor  Tryon  to  suppress  the 
rebellion  ;  and  on  May  16,  l??!,  it  seems  a  battle  vat 
fought  between  4000  Regulators  and  2000  of  the  Gov* 
ernor's  troops,  ip  which  1 2  of  the  former  and  3  of  the 
latter  were  slain.  I  am  not  able  to  give  a  particular  hi&v 
tory  of  this  rebellious  faction,  as  it  was  deeme4»  which, 
ic  is  sufficient  to  say,  was  qudled  and  dispersed ;  nor 
would  it  correspond  with  the  design  of  this  work,  if  I 
could ;  and  I  should  have  passed  it  by  altogether,  ha4 
it  not  been  for  what  follows. 

Governor  Tryon  is  said  to  have  represented  ^^  th^ 
Regulators,  as  a  faction  of  Quakers  and  Baptists,  who 
aimed  at  overturning  the  Church  of  England/'  The 
sanie  insinuation  was  also  published  in  2r  news-paper* 
Morgan  Edwards  was  in  the  country  the  next  year  after 
these  events  happened,  and  observes,  <'  If  the  Gov^nor 
said,  as  here  suggested,  he  must  be  midnlbrmed ;  for  I 
made  it  my  business  to  inquire  into  the  mi^tter,  and  can 
arrer,  that  among  4000  Regulators,  there  were  but  7  of 
the  denomination  of  Baptists ;  ana  these  wer^  escpelled 
the  societies  they  belonged  unto,  in  consequence  of  the 
resohre  of  the  Bapti^.tAssociation  held  ^t  Sandy-Cr^ek 
the  second  Saturday  in  Oct.  1 169.  ^^  If  any  of  our  mem« 
b^rs  shall  takeiip  arms  against  the  legal  authority,  or  aid 
Md;abet  them  that  do  so,  he  shall  be  excommunicat^r 
ed/'  &c.  When  this  was  known  abroad)  one  of  the 
fourdiiefis  ofthk  Regulators,  with  an  armed  company, 
broke  into  the  assembly,  and  demanded^  if  there  were 
siich':  a  resolve  entered  into  by  the  Associatton  ?  The 
ahsirer  was  evasive,  for  they  were  in  bodily  fear.  Thi^ 
thecked  the^design  much  ;  and  the  author  of  the  Im* 
partial  Rdatioa  is  obliged  to  own,  page  16,  ^'  There  (in 
Sandy -Greek)  the  scheme  met  with  some  opposition,  ou 
account  that  it  was  too  hot  and  rash,  and  in  some  things 
not  legal,''  &c.  One  of  the  seven  baptists,  by  the  nam^ 
^f  Merrill,  was  executed ;  and  he,  at  the  point  of  death, 
did  not  justify  his  conduct,  but  bitterly  condemned  it  { 
and  blamed  two  men  (of  very  different  religion)  ^or  de? 
ceiving  him  into  the  rebellion.  His  speech  at  the  gsU« 
lows  Was  as  follows : 
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^^  I  stand  here  exposed  to  the  world  as  a  criminal. 
My  life  will  soon  be  a  change.    God  is  my  comforter 
Ziad  supporter.     I  am  condemned  to  die  for  opposing 
government.    ^11  you  that  are  present,  take  warnmg  by 
my  miserable  end,  when  I  shall  be  hung  up  as  a  specta- 
cle before  you.    My  first  seducers  were  Hunter  and  Ge* 
laspie.    They  had  often  solicited  me,  telling  that  a  set- 
tlement only  was  contended  fpr  with  regard  to  publick 
officers,  who,  they  said,  had  oppressed  the  people ;  and 
that  unless  these  measures  were  taken,  there  would  be 
no  remedy  or  redress  hereafter.    Thus  they  pressed  me 
on,  by  assuring  me  the  disputes  (as  they  C2^ed  them) 
then  existing  might  be  settled  without  shedding  of 
blood.    I  considered  this  unhappy  affair,  and  thought^ 
possibly, the  contentions  in  the  country  might  be  brought 
to  some  determination,  v^ithout  injury  to  any ;  and  in 
this  mind  I  joined  the  Regulation.     After  I  had  enlisted 
under  the  banner  of  the  Regulators,  I  was  ever  after 
pressed  to  be  made  a  leading  man  amoi^  them ;  and 
was  one  of  the  number  who  opposed  CoL  Weddel  with 
his  troops }  information  prevailing  that  the  Governor 
was  on  his  march  to  lay  waste  this  country  and  destroy 
its  inhabitants,  which  I  now  find  to  be  false,  and  propa- 
gated to  screen  old  offenders  from  justice.     As  to  my 
private  life,  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  charge 
against  me.    I  received,  by  the  grace  c^  God,  a  change, 
fifteen  years  ago ;  but  have,  since  that  time,  been  a 
backslider  ;  yet  Providence,  in  which  is  my  chief  secu- 
rity, has  been  pleased  to  give  me  comfort,  under  these 
evils,  in  my  last  hour ;  and  although  the  baiter  is  now 
round  my  neck,  believe  me,  I  would  not  change  stations 
with  any  man  on  the  ground.     All  you,  who  think  you 
stand,  take  heed  lest  ye  fall.    I  would  be  glad  to  say  a 
few  words  more  before  I  die.    In  a  few  moments,  I 
shall  leave  a  widow  and  ten  children ;  I  entreat  that  no 
reflection  may  be  cast  on  them  on  my  account ;  and  if 
possible,  shall  deem  it  as  a  bounty,  should  you,  gentle- 
men, petition  the  Governor  and  Council,  that  some  part 
of  my  estate  may  be  spared  for  the  widow  and  the  fa- 
therless :  it  will  be  an  act  of  charity,  for  I  have  forfeit- 
ed the  whole,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man."    The  maa 
|)ore  an  ^xc^ll^nt  character,  insomuch  that  one  of  his 
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enemies  tiras  heard  to  tty^  ^  that  if  til  went  t6  the  gal- 
lows with  Capt.  MertiU'is  character,  hanging  wdald  be 
an  honourable  death.^  AH  pitied  hiitiy  and  biamed  die 
wicked  Hunter,  Celaspie,  Howell,  Husband,  Butler,  and 
others,  who  decdved  and  seduced  YAtn.  Upwards  of 
70  bills  were  found  at  the  time,  but  Merrifl  Was  the  on* 
ly  fiaptist  among  the  number.  The  four  principals  in 
the  Regulation  are  well  known  to  be  of  other  reKgiouB^ 
denominations. 

I  thought  it  necessary  to  say  so  much,  lest  the  Gov- 
ernor's words  should,  in  time,  make  the  North«Carolinai 
Regulation  another  Munster  tragedy.* 

Sx  of  the  Korth  Carolina  Associarionis,  viz.  Chctmn 
Country-Line,  Flat.River,  Kehukee,  Rakigh,  and  Sattdy-* 
Creek,  have  lately  formed  a  General  Meetiag  of  Corves- 
pondence,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  Vh'ginia. 

There  have  been  some  tery  extensive  revivals  auhong 
the  Baptists  in  this  State,  since  these  sketches  were  mad# 
out  \  if  I  can  learn  the  particulars  respecting  thetti  iB  sea* 
son,  they  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Appendix. 

Our  brethren  in  this  State  have  also  made  some  ctsev* 
tSons  in  the  Missionary  cause,  and  have  an  e»tabfishmeat» 
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There  are,  at  present,  four  Associations  wholly  in  this 
State,  viz.  the  Charleston,  the  Bethel,  the  Saluda,  and 
the  Edgefield ;  and  two  others,  viz.  the  Broad-river 
and  Savannah-river,  which  are  psntly  in  Soutb-Carolina 
and  partly  in  the  adjoining  States.  The  Broad*river  is*  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  State,  and  a  few  of  the 
churches  are  in  MbrthCaroIina.  The  Savannah*iiver  is 
composed  of  churches  which  are  situated  in  the  souths 
east  parts  of  South- Carolina  and  the  neighbouring  parts 
of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  history  of  eacn  of  these  bodies  will  be  given  in  tfteir 
proper  order, 

•  M.£dwan]s^iMS.Histcf  theBaptiteinXcrtli-CaiiBaa. 


Ffon  tha  first  ^e^lemeot  of  the  fi^tists  ia  this  Pjrov^ 
ince  in  }68sr,  tb^re  have  always  been  a  lumber  of  respecta- 
ble characters  of  the  society,  but  their  niimbers  increased 
very  slowly  for  a  great  Dumber  of  years,  insoipuch  that 
in  175 1 9  when  the  Charleston  Associ^tiofi  was  formed^ 
there  were  bui  four  churches,  and  these  not  very  large,  to 
compose  it#  Soon  after  thi$  period.  Baptist  sentim^ts 
began  nuHre  rapidly  to  prevail.  A  number  of  churchea 
were,  in  a  few  years,  formed  from  the  old  ones,  or  raised 
up  on  new  groundA  in  their  vicinities,  and  united  in  Asso- 
ciajtion  D^ith  thiem*  About  the  year  ]  760,  the  Separata 
Baptists  from  Nprtb-Carolina  began  their  evaj^elical  ejc- 
ertions  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  State,  where  their  senti- 
ments took  a  rapid  spread,  and  a.  number  of  large  church^ 
«s  were  soon  eathered.  And  in  2 1  years  after  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Cnarleston  Association,  vi9.  in  1772,  there 
were,  in  South-Carolina,  according  to  Morgan  Edwards's 
account,  whp  then  visited  the  country,  20  churches  inclu- 
ding the  Separates,  in  which  were.  16  ordained  ministers, 
91  exhort^s  or  licensed  prea^ers,  and  almost  liOO 
communtqanti^  And  these  20  churches  had  erected  for 
their  u^  upwards  of  40  meeting-houses,  as  some  of  them 
were  large  and  consisted  of  a  number  of  branches.  There 
were,  at  the  ^mp  time,  in  this  State,  three  churches  of  the 
Tunker  and  one  of  the  General  Baptists ;  in  all  of  which, 
hpwever,  there  vera  but  a  little  more  than  lOO  commu- 
9icaitta>  But  fpr  S4  yqars  subiequent  to  the  last  mention- 
Mi  date,  the  Baptists  increased  in  this  State  in  a  much  great- 
er proportion ;  for  it  appears  by  a  statement  furnished  by 
Dr.  Furman,  of  Charleston,  in  1 806,  that  there  were  then 
kh  South-Caroiina,  of  the  Calvinistick  Associated  Bap- 
tists, about  }80  churches,  in  which  were  about  100  min- 
isters, and  10,500  communicants. 

The  history  of  th^  Baptists  in  South-Carolina  naturally 
divides  itself  into  two  branches ;  and  in  pursuing  it,  we 
ahall,  in  th^  irst  place,  relate  the  affairs  of  those  who  emi- 
grated  hither  from  other  parts,  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
province,  who  settled  along  the  sea-coast,  and  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  State,  and  from  whom  have  qriginated  most 
of  the  churches  in  these  regions.  We  shall,  in  the 
second  place,  take  notice  of  those  who  were  at  first,  and 
for  a  number  of  years,  called  Separates^  who  settled  in  the  J 
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middle  and  tipper  parts  of  the  country,  from  whom  have 
sprung  a  major  part  of  the  Baptists  now  in  the  State. 

Of  the  early  settlers  of  South^Garolina,  a  considerable 
proportion  were  Baptists.  They  came  in  separate  colo- 
nies, about  the  year  i  68S,  partly  from  the  west  of  £q« 
gland,  and  partly  from  Piscataway  in  the  District  of  Maine. 
Those  from  England,  came  with  Lord  Cardross  and  a 
Mr.  Blake,  whose  wife  and  her  mother,  Lady  Axtell,  were 
Baptist  members,  and  settled,  some  about  Ashley  and 
Cooper  rivers,  and  others  about  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Edisto.  Those  from  the  District  of  Maine  were  led  hith- 
er by  Rev.  William  Screven,  who,  with  a  considerable 
numb^  of  his  brethren,  fled  from  the  persecuting  rage 
of  the  New*£ngland  Pedobaptists,  and  settled  on  Cooper- 
river,  at  a  place  called  Summerton,*  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  place  where  Charleston  now  stands- 
Here  this  company  were  formed  into  a  church  by  Mr. 
Screven,  who  became  their  pastor.  The  names  of  the 
constituents  are  said  to  have  been  the  Screvens,  the  At- 
wells,  the  Bulleins,  the  Elliots,  the  Ravens,  the  Bakers, 
the  Barkers,  the  Blakes,  the  Childs,  the  Caters,  the  Whit- 
akers,  the  Bryants,  the  Butlers,  the  Chapmans,  &c.  It 
sppears  pretty  evident,  that  the  Baptists  from  Old  and 
New  England,  arrived  in  South*Carolina  about  the  same 
time ;  but  it  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  those  from 
Piscataway  settled  here  first,  and  had  formed  the  church 
before  their  brethren  from  England  arrived,!  and  that  the 
small  body  which  had  been  formed,  received  considerable 
additions  on  their  arrival. 

Before  the  year  1693,  most  of  the  members  had  re« 
BMved  from  Summerton  towards  the  neck,  on  which 
Charleston  is  built,  which  made  it  necessary  to  remove 
the  seat  of  the  church  to  the  town.  They  held  their  wor- 
ship on  their  removal  at  the  house  of  one  William  Chap- 
man, in  King-street,  until  they  raised  a  temporary  build- 
ing m  the  same  street,  which  they  occupied  but  a  short 

*  Summerton  was  probably  the  name  nf  a  plantaUoo,  as  I  am  informed 
that  there  is  no  such  place  now  in  the  region. 

t  Mr.  Edwards  dates  the  beginning  of  this  church  in  1664.  His  accounts 
were  cdlected  from  the  traditions  of  ancient  people,  who  must  have  made  a 
nirtake  of  about  20  years ;  since  it  b  very  evident  from  Bacluis's  histonr,  that 
Mr.  Screven  did  not  leave  Piscataway  until  some  time  after  the  year  1680. 
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tinie.     In  1699,  they  erected  a  brick  meeting-house,  on 
the  8afne  lot  with  the  parsonage-house,  in  Church-street^ 
which  was  demolished  in  1808,  having  been  some  time 
in  a  ruinous  condition.     The  building  at  present  occupied 
by  them,  is  a  commodious  brick  edifice,  59  feet  by  42, 
and  was  erected  in  1 746.     Its  erection  was  owing  to  a 
singular  interference  of  the  Provincial  Legislature.     A 
party  had  drawn  off  some  years  before,  and  formed  a 
church  upon  the  sentiments  of  the  General  Baptists,  the 
history  of  which  will  be  given  in  its  proper  place.     The 
lot  on  which  the  meeting  and  parsonage  houses  had  been 
erected,  was  given  by  William  Elliot,  whose  son  was  now 
a  leading  man  among  the  General  Baptists.    In  1 745,  the 
trustees,  to  whom  the  above  lot  had  been  given  being  all 
dead,  without  conveying;  the  trust  to  others,  the  churchy 
for  the  purpose  of  securmg  their  property,  and  preventing 
disputes  which  might  arise,  now  presented  a  petition  to 
the  General  Assembly,  signed  by   17  persons,  praying 
that  trustees  might  be  appointed  by  Government.     The 
General  Baptists  had,  at  that  time,  a  minister  of  learning 
and  abilities,  whose  name  was  Haywood*     The  minister 
of  the  Particular  Baptists  (the  original  church)  was  Mr* 
Simmons,  generally  respected  as  a  good  man,  but  then  ia 
his  dotage,  and  under  the  influence  of  his  son-in-law  Dr. 
Dale,  a  man  of  intrigue  and  a  friend  of  Mr.  Haywood« 
By  the  Doctor's  means  a  misunderstanding  had  taken  place 
between  Mr.  Simmons  and  his  church ;  in  consequence  ol 
which,  Mr.  Simmons  was  suspended  from  the  exercise  of 
his  office,  and  the  doors  of  the  house  of  worship  shut 
against  him ;  but  a  small  party  forced  the  doors, »and  in-* 
troduced  him  by  violence  into  the  pulpit.     This  was  the 
situation  of  affiurs  when  the  petition  was  presented ;  it 
was,  therefore,  soon  followed  by  a  counter  petition  from 
Mr.  Simmons  and  Mr.  Gracia,  a  deacon,  praying  that  the 
Legislature  would  not  permit  the  church,  whom  they 
styled  a  party,  to  deprive  Mr.  Simmons  of  his  pastoral 
office  and  liyjng.     A  bill  was,  therefore,  brought  in^  to 
revive  the  trust  of  this  lot  and  buildings  in  question,  by 
the  Assembly,  and  trustees  were  appointed,  some  of  whom 
were  of  Mr.  Haywood's  congregation  ;  Mr.  Gracia  was 
also  one.     The  Particular  Baptists  then  remonstrated,  and 
vox*.  2.  16 
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fnjeA  diat  none  migbt  be  appointed  as  trustees,  bat 
sach  as  were  ia  eoBMnnnioii  with  them  and  governed  by 
their  rules,  declaring  the  church  under  Mr.  Haywood  to 
be  in  no  connezton  ivith  them.  Thej  produced  evidence 
to  prove,  that  the  original  church  were  Calvinists,  and 
that  Mr.  Elliot  was  professedly  the  same  at  the  time  of 
the  doaatimi,  and  many  years  afterwards.  The  Assembly 
finally  passed  a  law  to  confirm  the  donation  in  the  hands 
of  the  trvstees  first  nmainated  in  the  bill }  and  in  a  clause 
of  the  law  they  say,  ^^  that  as  the  General  Baptists  are 
Antipedobapdsts  as  well  as  the  Particular  Baptists,  they 
shall  have  equd  right  in  the  said  property.'^  Thus  the 
Greneral  Baptists,  taking  occasion  from  the  dispute  be« 
tweeft  the  Particular  Baptists  and  their  minister,  and  ma- 
\Mg  \skm  subservient  to  their  purpose^  were,  by  an  act  of 
the  L^islature,  put  in  possession  of  a  property,  to  which, 
it  does  not  appear^  they  ever  made  a  previous  claim. 
Afber  Mr.  Simmons's  death,  Mr.  Gracia  and  a  few  others, 
who  countenanced  his  opposition,  confessed  their  fault, 
aftd  were  agaia  uaitied  to  tne  original  body. 

This  determination  of  the  Assembly  bears  date  May 
35^  174S.  Thus  they  went  on  nntil  Oct.  9, 1758,  when 
both  parties  agreed  that  the  General  Baptists  should  have< 
the  sote  use  of  the  meeting-house,  and  the  Particular 
Baptists  the  sole  use  of  the  parsonage,  which  ^said  MrJ 
£dw:wd8  in  1772)  is  the  present  posture  of  their  affsuirs, 
9nd  suits  Uie  latter  well  enough,  as  they  had  been  oblig<^ 
ed  in  1746  to  boild  another  ^ace  of  worship. 

I»  1787,  tins  church  recovered  peaceable  possessloti  df 
the  wbole  property,  and  has  held  it  ever  since.  In  1 801 , 
the*  City  Council  having  an  idea  that  one  half  of  it  had^ 
become  puUick  property,  in  conseqfuence  c^  the  Getieral- 
Bqptiata  being  enfaict,  took  measures  for  securing  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Onhan-House*  But  upon  hearing^ 
a  committee  of  the  cmirch,  who  substantiated  tfadr 
ttde,  by  an  exhibition  of  authentick  records^  the  Counoil 
g^e  up  tlseir  daimv  and  officially  confirmed  the  rigiit' 
of  the  church ;  which  acknowledgment  \yas  entered 
on  the  pnUidk  records  of  the  State. 

k  has  already  been  stated  that  William  Screv«n  was  the'. 
fiMuder  and  ftrst  pastor  of  this  ancient  and  respectable 
church.    He  was  a  native  ci  England,  where  he  was 
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^ora  about  the  year  ]62d.  When  he  settled  at  Fiaort*^ 
^way^  cannot  be  ascertained.  An  account  of  the  suffer* 
iogs  which  he  and  his  brethren  endured  in  that  place,  aiid 
which  drove  them  to  seek  an  asyhun  in  the  more  tran- 
quil regions  of  the  souths  may  be  found  in  the  hietory 
of  the  District  of  Maine.  In  Piscataway  he  OMrried 
Bridget  CuttSy  by  whom  be  had  children,  Samuel,  Mercy, 
Sarah,  JBridget,  Elizabeth,  Robert,  Pemaenas,. Joshua,. 
Willisim,  Joseph,  and  Elisha.  ]3ut  little  can  be  learnt  :of 
the  history  c^  this  numerous  family  ^  but  it  is  knowa 
that  the  posterity  of  this  venerable  progenitor,  sdthougb 
mostly  luider  other  names,  has  been  and  continues  to  ^ 
respectable,  and  considerably  numerous.  The  late  CoL,- 
Thomas  Screven,  an  influential  man  in  the  Baptist  soeie* 
ty  in  Charleston,  and  Rev.  Charles  O.  Screven,  of  Sun- 
bury^  Geor^a,  are  amongst  the  number.  Mr.  Screven, 
though  not  a  classical,  was  a  good  English  scholar,  and 
w^s  eminent  for  piety  and  useiuloess.  After  his  re« 
mov^  to  South-Carolina,  the  Bapdst  church  in  Bostoii^ 
of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  being  destitute,  sent 
for  Urn  to  be  their  pastor.  His  answer,  dated  June, 
1 707,  contains  this  piissage :  ^^  Our  minister,  who  csame 
from  England,  is  dead,  and  I  can  by  no  meaiis  be  spti^d. 
It  is  a  great  loss  and  a  great  disappointment ;  but  the 
will  of  the  Lord  is  done/'  Aug.  6, 1 708^  he  wrote  to 
them  as  follows ;  ^^  Our  society  are  for  the  most  part  in 
health,  and  I  hope  thriving  in  grace.  We  are  90  in  alL'' 
He  wrote  '*  An  Ornament  for  Church  Members,"  which 
was  printed  after  his  death.  One  passage  of  which  rims 
thus :  ^^  And  now  for  a  close  of  aU,  {my  4ear  brethren 
and  sisters,  whom  Ged  hath  made  me,  pow  unworthv 
me,  9n  instrument  of  fathering  and  setting  in  the  £uth 
smd  order  of  the  gospelj  my  request  is,  that  you,  as  speed- 
ily as  possible,  supply  yovrselves  with  an  able  and  jBdth^. 
ml  QiijDister.  Be  sure  you  take  care  that  the  person  be 
orth^do^  in  faith,  and  of  blameless  11^,  add  does  ^w» 
thp  confession  of  £uth  put  forth  by  our  ibcethven  io 
London  in  1689,"  &c 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Screven  r^BShOved  to 
Ge9i:i^towii,  about  ^  miles  to  the  n^Hftjh  of  CSiarl^oii, 
where  ihe  died  in  peace  in  1718,  having  airiv^d  to  die 
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good  old  age  of  84  years.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the 
original  proprietor  of  the  land,  on  which  Georgetown  is 
built* 

After  the  death  of  its  first  pastor,  the  Charleston 
church  underwent  a  number  of  changes,  as  to  numbers 
and  harmony.  His  successors  in  office  were  Messrs.  Peart 
and  Simmons.  Previous,  however,  to  the  settlement  of 
the  first  of  them,  Mr.  White  and  others  preached  occa- 
sionally with  them.  Rev.  William  Peart  came  hither 
an  ordained  minister,  but  from  what  place  I  cannot  learn, 
about  the  year  17 1 7,  and  continued  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  until  he  died  in  17^8.  He  married  Sarah,, 
widow  of  Paul  Grimball,  but  had  no  children.  She  after- 
wards married  a  Mr.  Smith,  and  under  that  name  gave 
a  legacy  to  the  first  Baptist  church  in  Philadelphia,  of 
about  900  dollars.  Mr.  Peart's  successor  was  Rev. 
Thomas  Simmons,  who  was  born  in  England,  but 
came  to  Charleston  from  Pennsylvania,  where  he  had 
been  ordained.  His  father  gave  him  an  academical  ed-> 
^cation,  and  then  bound  him  to  the  carpenter's  business^ 
which  he  did  not  like.  He,  therefore,  came  to  Ameri- 
ca,  that  he  might  be  free  to  follow  his  inclination,  which 
was  towards  the  ministry.  He  had  two  children,  Thom- 
as and  Hannah.  The  son  died  childless  ;  the  daughter 
married  Dr.  Thomas  Dale,  and  had  many  children,  who 
removed  to  England  after  their  father's  death. 

Mr.  Simmons  published  one  piece,  entitled,  ^'  Some 
Queries  concerning  the  Operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  an- 
8wei«ed.''  Under  his  ministry,  the  church  passed  through 
a  series  of  trials,  occasioned  by  the  schism  and  encroach- 
ments of  the  General  Baptists,  and  by  disputes  among 
themselves;  and  towards  the  close  of  it,  was  reduced 
to  th^  v^rge  of  extinction,  there  remaining  but  one  man 
and  two  women,  who  were  communicants.  But  when 
Mr.  Whitefield  first  visited  Charleston,  there  was  a 
great  revival  under  his  ministry,  and  this  church  shar- 
ing largely  in  its  salutary  influences,  soon  received  the 
addition  of  about  a  hundred  members*  Mr.  Sim* 
mens  died  January  81,  1747,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Oliver  Hart.  His  settlement  in  Charleston  was 
an  important  event  to  the  SouthrCaroiina  churches. 
1^^  unexpected  arrival,  while  the  church  was  destitute 
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of  a  supply,  and  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  ex- 
cellent Mr.  Chanler,  who  had  occasionally  officiated  for 
them  since  Mr.  Simmons's  death,  was  believed  to  have 
been  directed  by  a  special  providence  in  their  favour. 
He  undertook  the  pastoral  office  with  much  seriousness, 
and  soon  entered  on  an  extensive  field  of  usefulness. 
His  ardent  piety  and  active  philanthropy,  his  discrimina* 
ting  mind,  and  persuasive  address,  raised  him  high  in 
the  esteem  of  the  publick,  and  gave  him  a  distinguished 
claim  to  the  affections  of  his  brethren.  (For  an  inter* 
esting  account  of  Mr.  Hart,  see  his  biography.) 

Mr.  Hart  having,  for  his  safety,  retired  to  New-Jersey 
at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war,  this  church  was 
for  many  years  destitute  of  a  pastor.  But  in  1787,  it 
had  the  felicity  to  settle  among  them  Rev.  Richard 
Furman,  D.  D.  who  yet  continues  their  much*esteemed 
'  and  affectionate  pastor. 

Dr.  Furman  was  born  at  Esopus,  on  the  Hudson-river, 
in  the  State  of  New- York,  about  1748  :*  his  extensive 
and  successful  exertions  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  church, 
of  the  Baptist  interest  in  South-Carolina,  and  the  cause 
of  Zion  generally,  will  furnish  interesting  articles  for 
some  future  biographer ;  but  pursuant  to  th£  maxims  we 
have  adopted  respecting  the  living,  they  cannot  here  be 
minutely  detailed. 

The  Charleston  church  has  now  (1813)  existed  ISO 
years,  and  is  among  the  largest  in  South-Carolina.  It  is 
remarkable  for  its  hospitality  to  visiting  brethren,  and 
its  abundant  charities  to  those  who  are  in  necessitous 
circumstances. 

Ashley    River. 

This  was  the  second  church  which  was  formed  in 
South-Carolina.  From  about  the  time  the  Baptists  first 
settled  in  this  vicinity,  they  had  stood  connected  with 
the  Charleston  churcJb,  as  a  branch  of  that  body.  But 
on  May  24,  1736,  the  members  here,  to  the  number  of 
twenty-eight,  were  constituted  into  a  distinct  church  by 

♦  I  am  not  certain  about  the  time  of  Dr.  Furman's  birth ;  but  I  suppose  that 
he  IB  now  about  sixt\'- five  years  cf  age,  and  that  would  biiig  it  as  abovt  sta- 
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z  special  covenant,  under  the  pastoi^  care  of  Rev.  Isaac 
Chanler.  The  constituents  were  Isaac  Chanler,  pastor^ 
Wiltiam  Cater,  John  Bullein,  Richard  fiedon,  lun. 
Benjamin  Child,  John  Sheppard,  jun.  Charles  Barker, 
Charles  Filben,  Francis  Sheppard,  Alexander  Sheppard, 
Jacob  ftradwell,  John  Angell,  Thomas  Ramsay,  Richard 
Bedon,  sen.  Sarah  Baker,  Mary  Cater,  Susannah  Brad- 
well,  Christiana  Brown,  Ann  Maam,  Elizabeth  Chanler, 
Elizabeth  BuUein,  Joy  el  Griffin,  Elizabeth  Bedon,  Eliza- 
beth Salter,  Susannah  Baker,  Elizabeth  Marrion,  Mary 
Sheppard,  and  Ann  Peacock. 

Mr.  Chanler  was  born  at  Bristol,  England,  1701  } 
came  to  Ashley-river  about  17 S3,  and  continued  the 
much-esteemed  pastor  of  this  church,  until  he  died, 
Nov.  SO,  1 7  49,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Chan- 
ler was  a  man  of  distinguished  talents,  piety  and  use- 
fulness. He  was  the  author  of  a  treatise  in  small 
3uarto,  esteemed  an  able  defence  of  the  Calvinistick 
octrines^  and  entitled  ^^  The  Doctrines  of  Glorious 
Gnce  unfolded,  defended,  and  practically  improved.'* 
He  also  published  a  ^^  Treatise  on  Original  Sin,'*  and  a 
Sermon  on  the  death  of  Rev.  William  Tilly.  The  late 
Isaac  Chanler,  ML  D.  was  his  son. 

Rev.  John  Stephens  succeeded  Mr.  Chanler.  He  was 
bom  on  Staten-lsland,  in  the  State  and  near  the  city  of 
I<Iew*Tork.  Of  his  early  life,  I  can  learn  no  more,  than 
that  he  settled  first  at  Horse-Neck,  in  Connecticut,  where 
he  gathered  a  little  church  in  1 747,  having  been  ordained 
at  Oyster  Bay,  on  Long-Lland,  the  same  year.  He  came 
to  Ashley-river  in  the  month  of  May,  1 750,  and  shortly 
after  was  invested  with  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church. 
In  this  office  Mr.  Stephens  continued  with  high  reputa- 
tion, for  a  number  of  years  ;  but  by  an  unhappy  fondness 
for  strong  drink,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  both  the  church 
and  ministry  in  1769.*  From  this  dreadful  fall  he  nev- 
er faUy  recovered,  but  professed  and  was  believed  to 

*  In  Mr.  Edwards's  account  of  this  unhappy  nffkir,  I  find  the  following  cu- 
lious  remarks :  *'Has  not  a  dumb  spirit,  a  cffq/*&phit,  an  undttm  spirit,  &c. 
been  cast  out?  and  who  kno¥^  tnit  Jamaica  spirit  will  one  day  be  exorcised 
out  of  this  country,  where  ft  makes  sucli  dreadful  havock  ?  The  Indians  them- 
selves lament  its  being  broaeht  hither,  though  they  are  eauaessively  fond 
of  it  Sordyifai^cttatttreaGadwerenati^ood^rumwouldbeit'' 
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be  penitent)  and  was  improperly  admitted  again  to 
preach.  He  died  suddenly  at  Black-river  in  1785.  The 
defection  of  Mr.  Stephens  was  a  circumstance  peculiarly 
painful  to  the  friends  of  Zion,  and  happened  about  the 
time  Mr.  Bedgegood,  another  celebrated  minister,  was 
disowned  for  a  crime  which  will  be  mentioned  in  the 
history  of  the  Welsh  Neck  church.  From  this  period 
the  Ashley-river  church  declined,  and  in  the  revolution- 
ary war  became  extinct.  Its  property,  consisting  of  the 
lot  on  which  the  house  of  worship  was  buih,  about  four- 
teen miles  from  Charleston,  a  valuable  parsonage,  church 
plate,  several  negroes,  and  some  hundred  pounds  in 
fund,  were  seized  by  a  sacrilegious  individual,  and  con- 
verted to  his  own  use. 

EwHAw  Church. 

The  Welsh  Neck  church,  as  to  its  constitution,  is  older 
than  the  Ewhaw ;  but  as  this  originated  from  the  Charles- 
ton church,  we  shall  give  its  history  first. 

The  foundation  of  the  Ewhaw  church  was  laid  in  the 
year  1685^  when,  it  is  said,  that  some  Baptists  from 
England,  in  company  with  those  who  settled  at  Ashley* 
river,  and  founded  Charleston  church,  arrived  here  with 
the  lord  Cardross.  They  were  visited  by  Mr.  Screven  and 
the  succeeding  ministers  of  Charleston,  until  God  raised 
lip  a  minister  among  themselves,  whose  name  was  WIU 
liam  Tilly.  The  names  of  the  original  emigrants  were 
William  Fry,  Thomas  Grimball,  Providence  Grimball, 
Ephraim  Mikill,  Joseph  Sealy,  Joseph  Perminter,  Isaac 
Ferminter,  Thomas  Perminter,  and  some  others,  whose 
names  are  not  known.  These  persons  settled  on  Edisto- 
Island,  where  was  the  seat  and  centre  of  the  community, 
whidi  stood  as  a  branch  of  the  Charleston  church.  About 
forty  years  after  this  settlement  was  made,  the  Baptist 
£uiiiltes  here  began  to  remove  their  habitations,  some  to 
Port-Royal,  an  island  to  the  south  of  Edisto,  on  which 
the  town  of  Beaufort  now  stands,  and  others  to  Ewhaw, 
otherwise  called  Indian-Island.  But  the  brethren  who 
went  to  Fort-Royalsoon  followed  those  who  had  gone 
to  Ewhaw,  and  by  this  means  the  seat  of  this  body  was 
removed  from  Edisto  to  the  place  where  it  now  is. 
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This  church  has  built  three  meeting-houses*  The  first 
was  erected  on  the  island  of  Edisto,  in  1 726 ;  for  before 
this  time  they  met  in  a  common  meeting-house,  which 
they  were  turned  out  of  in  1722,  by  their  overbearing 
brethren,  the  Presbyterians.  The  meeting-house  at  £w. 
haw,  which  is  36  feet  by  SO,  was  built  in  1751 ;  and  it  so 
happened,  that  as  soon  as  it  was  finished,  Mr.  George 
Whitefield  came  along,  and  preached  in  it  for  the  first 
time.  Besides  these,  they  built  a  house  at  Hilton  Head, 
on  the  island,  about  1 8  miles  off,  where  was  formerly  a 
branch  of  the  church. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  the  first  minister 
which  this  people  had  to  live  amongst  them,  was  William 
Tilly.  He  was  a  native  of  Salisbury,  in  England ;  was 
called  to  the  ministry,  and  ordained  by  the  church  in 
Charleston.  He  resided  on  Edisto  until  his  death, which 
happened  April  1 4,  1 744,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age. 
His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Chanler,where« 
in  he  thus  speaks  of  the  deceased  :  ^'  A  minister  he  was, 
able  and  faithful  to  declare  imto  you  the  whole  counsel 
of  God.  Some  of  you  were  ear  and  eye  witnesses  of  his 
steadfast  faith  and  hope  on  his  death-bed.  With  what 
composedness  of  mind  and  solid  satisfaction  received  he 
the  awful  summons  !  How  free  from  all  slavish  fear  of 
the  king  of  terrors !  How  affectionately  recommended 
he  you  to  the  blessing  and  protection  of  God  !  and  with 
what  cheerful  resignation  gave*  he  up  his  spirit  to  the 
hands  of  a  dear  Redeemer !  He  lived  and  died  in  the 
Lord.'* 

Mr.  Tilly  died  two  years  before  the  Ewhaw  church 
was  constituted.  This  people,  for  upwards  of  60  years 
after  their  settlement  here,  remained  a  branch  of  the 
Charleston  church,  and  for  reasons  which  are  not  known, 
took  much  pains  to  be  considered  in  that  relation, though 
solicited  by  the  mother  body  to  become  a  distinct  church. 
But  in  May,  1746,  they  were  dismissed  and  organized  in- 
to a  church,  by  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Isaac  Chanler,  of 
Ashley-river. 

Rev.  Francis  Pilot,  A.  M.  was  the  first  minister  they 
had  after  this  period.  He  was  born  at  Norville,  in  Swit- 
zerland, March  11,  1720,  of  Presbyterian  parents,  where 
he  received  a  good  education.    He  arrived  in  South- 
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Carolina,  In  173^  and  ten  years  after  embraced  the  prin-^ 
ciples  of  the  Baptists.    Soon  after  the  Ewhaw  church      * 
was  constituted^  he  was  called  to  be  its  pastor,  in  which 
office  he  continued  with  much  reputation,  until  his  death, 
in  1774*     Mr.  Pelot  was  a  very  distinguished  man,  in  his    * ", 
day,  amongst  the  South-^Carolina  Baptists.    He  possessedv 
an  ample  fortune,  and  a  valuable  library,  and  devoted  ' 
much  of  his  time  to  books.   Mr.  Edwards,  in  speaking  of  * 
^is  eminent  man,  who  was  then  alive,  observes,  ^^  h^^" 
{possesses  three  islands,  and  about  3785  acres  on  the  con*     ? 
tinent,  with  slaves  and  stock  in  abundance.    This  (saicjl 
he)  FAiention,  not  to  flatter  my  friend  Pelot,  but  in  hope 
that  his  conduct  may  influence  other  such  planters  to 
preach  the  gospel  among  the  poor  Baptists,  when  Goi 
inclines  their  hearts  to  it."     Mr.  Pelot  assisted  in  or* 
dainin^  the  late  Drs.  Samuel  Stillman  of  Boston,  and 
Hezekiah  Smith  of  Haverhill,*  and  preached  the  sermons 
on  the  occasions. 

His  successor  was  Rev.  Joseph  Cook.  Ifor  an  inter-  %. 
estin^  account  of  hMn,  and  of  his  ministry  at  Ewhaw,  see^  ^ 
his  biography.  i   ^ 

The  next  in  office  at  Ewhaw,  was  Rev.  now  Dr.  Henry  ^^ 
Holcombe,  of  Philadelphia*  Dr.  Holcombe  became  thel 
pastor  of  this  church  in  1791,  and  served  them  about 
eight  years,  residing  the  first  part  of  the  time  at  Ewhaw^ 
and  the  latter  at  Beaufort^  where  a  branch  of  the  church 
lived.  In  1 799,  he  removed  to  Savannah,  and  officiated 
as  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  that  city,  about" 
eleven  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  present  situation^' 

Rev.  Joseph  B.  Cook,  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Cook^ 
succeeded  Dr.  Holcombe  in  the  pastoral  care  of  tb^. 
churdi^  over  which  his  venerable  father  formerly  preside*  ^ 
ed»    Here  he  continued  until  1804,  when  the  Ewhaw 
church  was  divided,  and  the  Beaufort  church  was  formed    ^ 
.from  it,  with  the  pastoral  care  of  which  Mr.  Cook  way  . 
immediately  invested.   Thus  the  Ewhaw  church  was  again 
>  deprived  of  its  pastor,  by  his  removii:^  to  a  promising  sta^ 
tion.    Aaron  TisOn,  and  then  William  B. Johnson^  now 
.  pastor  of  the  church  in  Savannah,  each  officiated  at  £w«      j 
haw  a  while  after  Mr.  Cook's  rcmovsd.    For  a  few  years 

•  These  rafnisters  were  both  ordained  In  S.  C.  orte  at  Chftrlti^QO,  an*  thft       *'^ 
fiCberatPedect  .       .  y 
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pdk  this  chuf ch  has  been  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Jaanes 
"^^  Sweat.  Mn  Sweat  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Hokombe  the 
same  day  he  was  ordained.  His  ministry  at  the  Ewhaw 
has  been  attended  with  great  success.  A  revival  con^^ 
tnenced  here  not  long  since,  in  which  a  large  number  were 
kopefiiUy  born  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  apd  in  one  ' 
'instance  Mr.  Sweat  baptised  seventy  persons  in  a  day» 

% 

Wjelsh-Neck. 

This  church  was  at  first  called  Pedee,  from  the  circum* 
stance  of  its  being  situated  on  the  Great  Pedee-river, 
60  miles  north  of  Georgetown ;  but  when  other  branch* 
es  were  settled  on  the  same  river,  it  became  necessary 
to  give  this  a  more  special  name,  and  accordingly  the 
compound  name  of  Wehh-Neck  was  selected,  which  is  de- 
scriptive of  the  people  who  founded  the  church,  and  of 
ks  k)cal  and  peninsulated  situation.    This  church  origi- 

*  nated  in  the  following  manner :  In  the  year  1737,  the 

^  "Allowing  Baptbt  members  4>f  the  Welsh-Tract  church,  ' 
which  was  then  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  but  now 
in  the  State  of  Delaware,  arrived  here;  vis.  James  James, 
"Esq.  and  wife,  and  three  sons,  Philip,  who  was  their  min* 
ister,  Abcl^  Daniel,  and  their  wives ;  Daniel  Devonald 
and  wife,  Thomas  Evans  and  wife,  one  other  of  the  same 
'  name  and  bb  wife }  John  Jones  and  wife,  three  of  the 
Harrys,  Thomas,  David,  and  John  and  his  wife ;  Samuel 
Wilds  and  wife,  Samuel  Evans  and  wife,  Griffith  Jones 
land  wife,  and  David  and  Thomns  Jones  and  their  wives* 

*  These  thirty  members,  with  their  children  and  house*   ^ 
;fablds,  settled  at  a  plan  called  Catjlsh^  on  Pedee«river,  but 

^  they  soon  removed  about  fifty  miles  higher  up  the  same 

.    stiver,  where  they  made  a  permanent  settlement,  and 

where  they  all^  except  James  James,  £^.  who  died  at 

.'  Catfish,  were  embodied  into  a  church,  Ian.  17S8.  ^ 

James  James,  Esq.  was  the  most  distinguished  of  this 

company  of  ebiigraats,  for  he  was  the  head  of  the  party, 

and  hb  son  Phittp  became  the  pastor  of  the  church.    Of 

him  I  i^n  learn  no  more^  than  that  he  died  at  Catfish* 

His  son  Philip,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Welsh-Neck  church, 

1MK  both  near  Pennepedc,  Pennsylvania,  in  1701 :  he  was 

^.  Ordained  over,  the  church^in  1749^  by  Messrs.  Chanler 

and  Slodmons^  and  died  in  175$.  -    '  -^ 
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t  Anecdote  tf  Pbil^  Jameu  4S1 

This  venerahie  man  paaied  through  a  very  singular 
scene  about  three  months  before  his  death ;  the  narra» 
five  is  related  in  full  by  Mr.  Edvards,  but  we  shall  be 
able  to  give  only  the  substance  of  it  here,  which  is  as 
follows :    He  was  greatly  a£|icted  for  the  death  of  a  fa-  / 
.  Tourite  child,  and  bewailed  bis  loss  in  the  langu:^  of 
David,  O  AMj  mj  son^  my  wtf  tgwid  to  Gqd  I  tad  died  for" 
tbetf  Isfcf    In  the  midst  of  his  wailings  he  fell  to  the 
ground  as  if  dead,  and  was  taken  up  ana  put  on  the  bed, 
where  he  continued  for -near  ao  hour,  without  any  signs 
of  life.    When  he  revived  and  $aw  th?  peo]^  about  hin^ 
weeping,  he  bid  them  desist,  adding,  < ^  had  you  seen 
what  I  have  seen,  you  would  not  be  in  trouble  about  the 
dear  little  one/^    His  wife  and  the  company  urged 
him  to  tell  what  he  had  seen  concerning  the  child*    He 
was  reluctant  to  it,  but  their  importunity  prevailed,  and 
he  went  on,  ^  The  child  now  enjoys  more  hs^piness  in 
one  moment  than  compensates  for  stU  the  miseries  he 
endured  through  life,  and  the  pangs  of  death  also.'*    He  i 
then  related  how  he  had  been  transported  by  a  celestial 
conductor  to  the  paradise  of  God,  where  he  was  chided 
for  his  excessive  grief,  and  saw  his  child  in  the  fiiU  stat- 
ure of  a  man,  in  company  with  the  angelick  hosts,  and^ 
uniting  in  their  songs  of  praise*    At  length  his  conduct- 
or said  to  him,  *^  1  am  cne  of  that  fompany^  and  must  join 
them.**    Having  said  this,  the  entranced  spirit  began  tQ  ** 
sink  £ist,  and  soon  found  itself  united  with  the  body* 
This  account  is  preserved  by  the  family,  and  b  signed 
by  four  respectable  witnesses.*    After  this  vision,  the 
old  man  minded  no  worldly  thing,  but  was  full  of  heav«    > 
enly  joy,  and  attentive  only  to  spirit^ial  concerns. 

His  successor,  who  had  been  his  c(^eague,  was  Rev,  . 
John  Brown.  He  was  born  .near  Burhngton,  New- 
Jersey,  in  1714,  but  was  brought  up  at  Fra^kfbrt,  near 
Phihidelphia.  He  came  to-  Pedee  about  the  time  the 
above-mentioned  company  emigrated  hither,  where  he . 
was  baptized  and  called  to  the  ministry,  and  where 
he  was  ordained.  May  7, 1750 ; .  but  for  some  reasons  he 
0ntinued  not  long  in  the  care  of  the  chwch*      H^ 

f  ^war4s's  MS.  Hist.  &c.  p.  1$,  20, 
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preached  in  different  places  around,  undl  hi^  death,  and 
for  aught  that  appears,  supported  a  character  becoming 
his  profession. 

The  next  pastor  of  this  church  was  Rev,  Joshua  Ed* 
-Wswds.    He  was  bom  Feb.   1703,  in  Pembrokeshire,     , 
South  Wales,  from  which  phce  he  emigrated  to  Welsh*  -^    , 
Tract,  in  Delaware,  where  he  continued  almost  SO  years, 
and  then  removed  to  South-Caroltna,  and  had  the  care 
of  this  church  about  six  years.    He  then  removed  to  Cash* 
away  (afterwards  called  Mount  Pleasant)  where  he  was 
invested  with  the  pastoral  office  three  years.     His  next 
remove  was  to  a  church  on  Little  Pedee,  over  which  he 
presided  until  1768.     After  this,  he  did  not  engage  in 
the  pastoral  office  of  any  church,  but  continued  to  preach ,     |1 
and  was  useful  till  his  death,  which  happened  Aug.  22, 
1784.     He  lived  to  see  his  posterity,  12  children,  38 
grand-children,  and  82  great-grand-children  ;  82  in  the 

,    wholab     His  son,  Abel  Edwards,  who  was  long  an  es- 

^  teemed  and  highly  useful  deacon  of  the  Welsh-Neck  . 
church,  died  in  1 793,  aged  &^. 

Rev.  Robert  Williams  succeeded  Mr.  Edwards*    He 

..was  born  at  Northampton,  North-Carolina,  in  17179 
Itnd  was  ordained  at  Welsh-Neck  in  1 752 ;  but  by  some 
means  he  continued  but  a  short  time  in  the  pastoral  of- 
fice here.  He  died  April  8th,  1788.  His  funeral  sermon 
'was  preached  by  Rev.  Evan  Pugh,  who  gave  him  the 
following  character ;  ^^  He  was  kind  to  the  poor,  and 

*    remarkablv  so  to  the  afflicted  ;  a  man  of  exceUent  natu- 
ral  parts^  and  a  minister  who  preached  the  gospel  to  the 

4,  edification  and  comfort  of  souls,  as  many  have  testified      t , 
'  t'd  me ;  and  to  crown  all,  a  sincere  Christian,''  &c.    Hon. 
David  R.  Williams,  of  South-Carolina,  is  grandson  of     ^ 
this  venerable  divine,  and  the  only  son  of  Mr.  David     ^  ^ 
'Williams,  who  received  a  classical  education,  at  Charles-     '■* 
ton,  was  a  very  useful  and  amiable  man,  and  died  at  the- 
age  of  36,  about  the  year  1775. 

The  Welsh-Neck  church  had,  for  its  next  pastor.  Rev. 
|4icholas  Bedgegood,  who  was  bom  at  Thombury,  Glou-  . 
cestershire,  England.    Mr.  Bedgegood  received  his  first 
serious  impressions  under  the  ministry  of  the  famous 
Geprge  ^hitefield.    He  came  to  America  in  1751,  an^ 
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was,  for  some  time,  Mr.  Whitefieid's  agent  in  the  Or- 
phan Hott^e,  for  which  employ  he  was  very  capable,  as 
he  had  received  a  classical  education,  and  had,  in  his 
younger  days,  studied  the  law  three  years,  under  the 
direction  of  an  able  master  at  Bristol.  He  was  brought 
up  an  Episcopalian,  but  embraced  the  sentiments  of  the 
Baptists  a  few  years  after  he  came  to  America,  and  was 
baptized  at  Charleston,  by  Rev.  Oliver  Hart.  ITie- 
means  of  determining  his  suspense  about  the  validity  of 
infant  baptism,  was  a  sermon  of  Dr.  Watts,  intended  to 
establish  the  point.  He  concluded  that  the  Doctor  had 
said  the  best  that  could  be  said  on  the  subject ;  and  if 
.so,  he  saw  that  the  best  only  proves,  that  sprinkling  chiU 

:  ilren  is  an  unscriptural  practice.  He  was  ordained  in 
:  1759 ;  and  after  officiating  for  a  short  time  as  an  assist- 
ant to  Mr.  Hart  in  Charleston,  he  removed  and  became 
the  pastor  of  this  church ;  and  it  was  here  that  the  mar- 
riage took  place  for  which  he  was  disowned  by  the  Asso- 
ciation.    A  number  of  our  ministering  brethren  from 

^  England,  and  some  of  distinguished  abilities,  have  acted 

a  similar  part  with  Mr.  Bedgegood,  although  they  have 

^  not  all  shared  the  same  fsite.    He  left  a  wife  in  England 

Cwhen  he  came  to  America,  and  after  he  had  been  pastor  * 

of  the  Welsh-Neck  chorch  a  number  of  years,  he  married 

another,  and  alleged  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  that 

..    his  first  wife  would  not  come  after  him  to  America,  and 

* '  that  he  had  been  informed  of  her  death  before  his  sec- 
ond marriage.  His  brethren  were  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  this  statement,  but  requested  him  to  attend  the 
Association,  and  give  them  a  more  ftiU  and  satisfactory 
ex^anation  of  his  conduct.  To  this  summons  he  did 
not  attend,  and  was,  therefore,  disowned.  In  this  situa-; 
tion,  Mr.  Bedgegood  ccxitinued  until  his  death,  which 
happened  about  1 774.  He  was  an  accomplished  speaker, 
afid  a  sermon  preached  before  a  Society  of  Planters  (the 
only  one  he  ever  published)  shows  him  to  have  been  a 
man  of  classick  learning  and  of  good  understanding. 
Notwithstanding  his  being  disowned  by  the  Associ'a- 
tion,  I  do  not  find  but  that  he  had  the  care  of  this  church 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Bedgegood '  was  succeeded  in  the  pastoral  office 
f>y  the  famous  Elhanan  Winchester,  who  afterwards  be- 
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catne  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  doctrine  of  universal 
restoration.  He  continued  in  the  care  of  this  church 
ibur  or  five  years.  Next  to  him  was  Mr.  Botsford,  now 
i£  Georgetown^  South^Carolina.  After  Mr.  Botsford'a  &« 
removal,  this  church  had  in  succession  Daiad  Lilly^ 
Frame  WoodSj  and  Daniel  White.  Mr.  White  is  from 
Scotland,  but  has  lately  left  this  church,  and  it  is  now 
*  destitute  of  a  pastor. 

The  Welsb*Neck  church  is  the  oldest  in  this  part  of 
the  State,  and  has  been  the  mother  of  a  number  of  others.. 
Cashaway,  now  called  Mount  Pleasant,  Cape-Fear  in 
North*Carolina,  Lynch's  Creek,  Mars  Bluff,  and  Cheraw 
•Hill,  and  probably  some  others  originated  from  it.  Some 
of  these  diurcfaes  are  now  extinct.  The  late  Dr.  Smith, 
of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  spent  a  year  with  the  church 
which  was  then  called  Cashaway. 

Having  related  the  history  of  these  old  churches,  of 
which  the  Charleston  Association  was  at  first  composed, 
we  shall  now  go  back  to  the  organization  of  that  body, 
and  give  a  history  of  its  progress  from  its  first  formation  ^k 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Wood  Furman,  of  Charleston,  South- Carolina, 
son  of  Dr.  Furman,  has  lately  published,  in  a  very  hand- 
some style,  a  l&no.  vol.  entitled,  *^  A  History  of  the  ' 
Charleston  Association,"  from  which  many  of  the  fore- 
going articles  have  been  selected,  and  from  which  the 
ratlowing  narrative  is  transcribed. 

Mr.  Hart,  who  was  now  the  pastor  of  the  church  in ' 
Ciiarleston,  had  seen,  in  the  Philadelphia  Association,  the 
happy  consequences  of  union  and  stated  intercourse 
among  churches  maintaining  the  same  faith  and  order. 
To  accomplish  similar  purposes,  an  union  of  the  four 
churches  before  mentioned  was  contemplated  and  agreed 
on .  Accordingly  on  the  2 1  s t  of  October,  1751,  delegates 
.  from  Ashley-river  and  Welsh-Neck  met  those  of  Charles 
ton  in  the  said  city.  The  messengers  from  Ewhaw 
were  prevented  from  attending.  It  was  agreed  that  an 
annual  meeting  should  thenceforward  be  holden  on  Sat- 
urday preceding  the  second  Sabbath  of  November,  to 
eonsist  of  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the  several 
churches ;  that  the  two  first  days  should  be  employed  in 
publick  worship^  and  a  sermon  introductory  to  business 
preached  on  the  Monday  fallowings  at  1 0  o'clock. 
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The  object  of  the  union  was  declared  to  be  the  pro* 
motion  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom^  by  the  maintenance     C  • 
of  love  and  fellowship,  and  by  mutual  consultations  for      '  n 
.  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  churches.     The  independ«. '       ^ 
ency  of  the  churches  was  asserted,  and  the  powers  of  -* 
the  Association  restricted  to  a  council  of  advice.     It 
was  agreed  to  meet  again  in  Charleston,  November,  1 752. 
At  that  time  the  delegates  from  Ewhaw  attended,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  £r^  meeting  were  ratified.     The 
instrument  of  union  bears  the  following  signatures :  John 
Stephens,  Oliver  Hart,  Francis  Pelot,  John  Brown,  Josh- 
ua Edwards,  ministers ;  James  Fowler,  William  Screven, 
Richard  Bedon,  Charles  Barker,  Benjamin  Parminter,  ^ 
Thomas  Harrison,  Philip  Douglas,  and  John  Mikell, 
messengers. 

The  Association  thus  formed,  held  its  meetings  for 
a  number  of  years  at  the  place  of  its  organization,  and 
hence  took  the  name  of  the  ^^  Charleston  Association/' 

In  1 755,  the  Association,  taking  into  consideration  the 
destitute  condition  of  many  places  in  the  interiour  setde* 
ments  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  States,  (then  prov* 
inces)  recommended  to  the  churches  to  make  contribu- 
tions for  the  support  of  a  mbsionary  to  itinerate  in  those 
parts.    Mr.  Hart  was  authorized  and  requested,  provided 
a  sufficient  sum  should  be  raised,  to  procure,  if  possible, 
a  suitable  person  for  the  purpose.    With  thi^  view  he 
visited  Pennsylvania  and  New- Jersey  in  the  following 
year,  and  prevailed  with  Rev.  John  Gano  to  undertake 
the  service,  who  attended  the  annual. meeting,  and  was- 
cwdially  received.    The  Association  requested  Mr.  Gano 
to  visit  the  Tadkin  settlement  in  North-Carolina  first,  ' 
and  afterwards  to  bestow  his  labours  wherever  Provi-  . 
dence  should  appear  to  direct.    He  devoted  himself  to 
the  work :  it  afforded  ample  scope  for  his  distinguished 
(Hety,  eloquence  and  fortitude ;    and  his  ministrations  . 
were  crowned  with  remarkable  success.    Many  embraced 
and  professed  the  ^peL    The  following  year  he  receir* 
ed  from  the  Association  a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  &ith* 
fulness  and  industry  in  the  mission.    At  the  same  time, 
the  expediency  of  raising  a  fund  to  furnish  suitable  can* 
didates  for  the  ministry  with  a  competent  share  of  learn- 
ing, was  taken,  into  consideration  ;   and  it  was  recom* 
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,   mended  to  the  churches  generally  to  collect  money' for 

\     the  purpose.    The  members  pi'esent  engaged,  in  behalf 

of  their  constituents,  to  furnish  one  hundred  and  thizty* 

^«    three  pounds  to  begin  the  fund  ;  and  Messrs.  Stephens^ 

^  '  Hart,  and  Pelot  were  chosen  trustees.     In  1759,  Mr. 

X      Evan  Pugh  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Gano  as  a  candidate 

^.    for  the  ministry.    He  was  examined,  approved,  and  put 

>  V  on  a  course  of  studies.     Having  gone  through  them,  he 

preached  before  the  Association  in  1 762  with  acceptance, 

and  was  soon  after  ordained. 

i^        The  general  contribution  from  the  churches  was  not 

so  great  as  was  wished.     But  a  society  instituted  in 

^  Charleston  in  1 755,  which  was  called  the  ^*  Religious , 

.  Society,*'  and  flourished  many  years,  was  highly  useful 

in  aiding  the  Association  in  its  benevolent  design.     Sev^- 

eral  young  men  were  furnished  by  it  with  the  means  of 

^  pursuing  studies  preparatory  to  the  ministry.     Of  this 

'  number  were  Messrs.  Samuel  Stillman  and  £dmund 

'   Botsford,  both  from  the  church  in  Charleston..    The 

'  former  was  ordained  there  February  26,  1759,  and  in    .4 

1807  finished  at  Boston  a  long  life,  distinguished  by  fer* 
^     vent  piety,  shining  talents,  and  eminent  usefulness.    The 
^  latter  survives  as  the  venerable  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Georgetown. 

.    In  1763,  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  from  New  Jersey,  was 
ordained  at  Pedee  by  the  assistance  of  several  ministers 
of  this  body,  and  resided  there  a  year,  supplying  the  ^^ 
Cashaway  church,  and  visiting  those  adjacent. 

In  1767,  the  AssodatioB  having  previously  called  the 
serious  attention  of  the  churches  to  the  subject,  formally 
jidopted  the  confession  of  faith,  published  by  the  London  • 
Assembly  of .  1 689.     This  had  been  previously  held  by 
the  churches  in  their  individual  capacities,  particularly 
that  of  Charleston,  from  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century.    The  church  at  Ashley^river  adopted  it  March 
18,  1737*     Messrs.  Hart  and  Pelot  were  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  system  of  discipline  agreeable  to  Scripture,  to 
be  used  by  the  churches^i    This  they  brought  forward  ^ 
in  1772,  and  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards  and  Mr.  David  WU-  '  <, 
Hams  were  requested  to  assist  the  compilers  in  revising  it 
In  1773,  it  was  examined  by  the  Association,  and  adopts 
ed.    That  and  the  confession  of  faith  were  printed  under 
the  inspection  of  Mr.  Hart. 
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Several  churches  in  North-Carolina  having  joined  tfad 
Association  in  1758,  it  was  determined,  for  their  accom- 
modation, that  an  annual  meeting  of  ministers,  belong^ 
ing  to  this  body,  should  be  holden  at  Pedee  in  the  spring  $ 
the  object  of  which,  besides  preaching,  was  to  consider  of 
the  general  concerns,  and  particularly  of  those  in  Norths 
Carolina ;  their  proceedings,  however,  subject  to  revision 
by  the  more  general  delegation  at  Charleston.  In  1 760^ 
five  other  churches  in  North-Carolina,  viz.  Great  Ko*. 
harah^  Fishing-creek^  Tosniot,  and  two  oil  Tar-river, 
joined  the  confederacy,  but  soon  withdrew. 

Several  churches  of  the  Separate  Baptists  were  fortn* 
ed  in  the  new  settlements  of  South-Carolina  about  1760. 
One  of  them  situated  on  Broad-river,  sent  a  letter  hf 
their  minister,  Philip  Mulkey^  to  the  Association^  in  1762; 
stating  several  queries,  which  Mn  Hart  ^as  appointed 
to  answer.  An  union  with  this  people  was  thought  de<- 
sirable,  and  Messrs^  Hart  and  Pugh  were  delegated  to 
attend  one  of  their  general  meetings  in  North-Carolina^ 
and  endeavour  to  effect  it.  In  1773,  Rev.  Daniel  Mari 
shall,  Joseph  Reese,  and  Samuel  Newton,  commissioners 
appointed  by  a  general  meeting  of  the  Separates  held  at 
the  Congaree,  attended  at  Charleston  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  Association  testified  their  desire  of  union  by 
proposing  liberal  terms,  which  allowed  their  brethren 
the  observance  of  their  peculiarities,  reserving  to  them* 
selves  the  right  of  friendly  discussion  on  the  points  of  di& 
ference.  But  the  Separates  would  be  satisfied  with  noth- 
ing short  of  the  Regulars  coming  fully  into  their  views. 
Sa  the  desirable  object  was  not  then  accomplished. 
•  •  In  1772,  a  correspondence  was  begun  with  the  Phila- 
delphia Association,  by  means  of  the  Rev.  Morgan  Ed- 
wards, one  of  their  ministers,  who  was  present. 

In  1773,  the  first  regular  and  full  account  of  additions 
and  other  alterations  in  the  churches  was  taken.  Their 
number  of  churches  was  then  reduced  to  8,  which  con- 
tained S90  members.  Mn  Gano  attended  as  messenger 
from  the  Philadelphia  Association  in  1774.  He  and 
Messrs.  Hart  and  Pelot,  by  appointment  of  the  Charleston 
'  Association,  addressed  the  J^ptist  Associations  through- 
out America,  in  favour  of  a  plan  of  contribution,  for  aiu;- 
menting  the  funds  of  Rhode-Island  College.     Messrs. 
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^^  P^rHffUan  Daft  sel  apart  fi^r  Pr«fer^ 

Part  2in4  WMHs^s  n^re  no|tiiiMte4  to  vecdiYf  GQ9ln)^tfr* 
t^«  ^  that  institutictti,  w4  to  transmit  the  saqie  tcr 
04.  Xo^  Beanet,  |n  Newport.  Is^  177^9  a  coff^poi^ 
es^c^  Wft^  begua  with  the  W?rv?n  and  Ketocktm  AssQt 
flai^ip]^*  '^  ae  churches  were  urge^  tQ  contribute  for  thiv 
rfiUef  of  |hftir  br^ threa  in  Massachus^t^Ss  &ufifering  from 
festriqtpi^  on  their  religious^  liberties  \  and  th?  iponey 
Ybi^^  s^hould  be  rsuised,  was^  diiiecte4  tQ  be  sfi^t  to  th< 
(ape  pf  H^"^*  )^^P  Backus. 

Ti\^e  w^  no  meeting  in  1776, 041  account  of  tl^  un«^ 
settled  state  of  the  country,  threatened  with  ifivasion. 
^roin  the  first  forp^utjion  of  the  Association,  pa^cticular 
fl^ys  ha4  b^n  fr^uently  set  apart  foir  hupiil^ation  apd 
iprayer^  qr  for  thanlFSgtving  aiid  praise.  In  )777,  four 
w^e,  s^poiated  for  tnes^  purposes,  both  on  a,ccovBt  of 
xixfi  4tuation  pf  publicly  affairs^  wd  the  state  of  religion. 
A^  t^e  sanie  tivie  the  Association  expressed  their  h^s^r^ 
ty  ^pprojb^on  of  the  AipA^i;ican  ine«^ures.  In  1779$ 
i^  tiqiQ  pf  m^eting^  wh^h  teiji  years  before  b^d  b<^i0( 
C^nge4  tfl  Febrifai^y )  ^z&  re8tpi;e4  to  the  ori^nsd  Sf^aspn* 

l^or  Si  nU[Snber  0^  years  ^fte?  th#  Associaitipn  begu^ 
f fligipp  lh)urish,ed  ^mong  the  churc|ies  in  ^  r^naarkable 
q^oojer.  Mncb  happiness  and  hartnony  prevailjed,  2»A 
annual  adflit^ns.  were  qxade.  But  in  1765,  and  som^ 
Rowing  years,  a  great  dec^nsioa  was  coipplsiincd  oL 
]^o(  long  sifter,  seyerad  unhajppy  circun^stances  took 
pla^ff  whkh  p^neii  th^  rea\  frien/ds  of  Christianity. 
Two.  ministers,  Stephens^  and  ]Qiedgegoo(cUt  who  1^ 
l^^en  in  high  i;«pute,  were  dispv^ni^d ;  the  first  for  drunkr 
enness,  the  la^t  for  polygamy.  About  1777$  a  reviv^ 
cpif^pien^ed^  seyeral  new  chu;rchea  joined  the  union,  and 
ConsWerab)^  ^d^itions  were  n^^  by  baptism. 

In  1 77i^t  a  landing  committee  was^  chpsen  to  transa<rt 
business  df  emergency  during  the  re(;e6S  of  the  Asspcia- 
tipn  ;  p^^tjc^bfirly  tp  ^eat  with  government  on  behalf 
pf  the  chnrc^hes  \  to  correspond  with  oth^r  Associations } 
tp  dete(;t  in^pp^ors^  2pd  recommend  travelling  ministers 
pj^  good  ch^rapt^f    Messrs.  Hart,  Fttgh»  Bc^sfbrd,  Fur- 

*  Mr.  Stephens  pttrfiessed  and  was  befieved  to  be  penitent  before  his  death, 
Aftd  WM  admitled  asaia  tm  breach* 

t  Sae  his  biognipby  {n  the  history  of  the  Wdfih-Neck  churdu 
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ttiaA,  aiid  Go^to,  Wei*e  the  comthltt«fe  tiiyminatifd;  By 
the  St^te  Constitmioh  eSitablished  in  Soitth-Carollrid; 
dQring  the  revolutibti,  the  different  dehdinitiatidns  were 
ptf t  en  i,  footilig,  and  incorporation  ^as  aNbwed  to  in- 
dividual  churches,  on  iappHcation  td  the  Legisktui^. 
The  AsjfOciatiori  advised  those  in  its  connexion  to  at  ail 
fbethsetves  of  this  privilege,  which  ^e  them  the  !e^ 
tight  of  holding  and  recovering  property.  SeVcral  ac- 
corcHngly  made  applicatibn,  and  obtained  it. 

South*  Carolina  soon  becoining  the  theatre  of  ii^, 
ehuf  ch^s  irere  scattered,  arid  theit  intercourse  iiisperidfedV 
Several  tihiliisters,  who  had  bech  the  activ*  friends  6f  th^ 
revolution,  retired  foi  safety  to  neighbouring  or  di^ant 
Sttteii.  Mr.  Hart,  who  had  acted  s^o  cons^fcuous  artd  im-* 
pottant  a  part  in  the  concerns  of  thi^  body,  f  Amoved  ^ttt 
Ms  family  to  New- Jersey. 

In  r7»2,i  meeting  of  the  Associitidh  was  firf^  « 
IVdsh-Nicfc.  Afinisters  ^ere  appointed  t!o  visit  destitii^^ 
chuf ch^s.  The  7th  of  NoverfAer  ifis  set  apai^t  as  i  6^ 
6f  thrtnksglviag,  fo*  the  inferposiilims  of  PfovJrfeftcfe  irf 
fevour  of  America* 

I*  (788,  the  standing  Committee  was  revived,  irohsisif. 
Sng  of  Messrs.  Pugh,  Botsford,  and  Ftfrtitan.  Thre6  yeiti 
ifter,  the  sarfhe  nomination  look  pFac^,  whh  <he  adfoitibrf 
of  Mes^^.  Cook,  Lewis,  and  HolcoiAbe.  A  faithfoi  ixid 
wefui  rtii'nister.  Rev.  Tim^wfhy  Dir^an;  having  d?ed  iri 
fhis  year,  the  Association  declared  fheir  **  high  sense  of 
tfcfe  vjrorth  of  that  eminent  servant  of  Christ,  and  th^iif 
Concern  to'  have  the  meitiory  of  hi*  atniiWe  life  arid  vir^ 
tues  ^er^^etuated." 

In  nsSj  Rev.  Silas  Mercei*  arid  PeYer  Smith  app^red 
as  messengers  from  the  Georgia  Associatibn,  lately  fotrii- 
cd,  arid  wert  cordially  received.  A  coWeSpbndence  v^ltft 
this  Assotiatton  wa^  inti^oduced. 

In  1786,  Rev.  Jbseph  Cook  was  desifed  to*  open  a  cofi 
re»5|»oriderice  with  the  Rerit  and  StiWeir  As^ciition;  itt 
England,  on  behalf  of  thi«  body.  The  Circular  Address 
of  this  year  contains  the  following  exhortations :  ^t^ti 
6vtt  ardent  desire  t!hai  the  membek^  of  oui"  churche*9  be 
i»^ell  established  in  the  evidence  ^  WrfH  as'the  necessity 
arid  importance  of  Christianity;  afidthat  the  reasdria'- 
bleness  and  consistency  of  its  particular  doctrines  be  well 
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understood*  We  recommend,  therefore,  that  ^  thirst 
for  divine  knowledge,  together  with  a  laudable  desire  to 
excel  in  every  grace  and  virtue,  be  entertained  in  aU  your 
ttreasts.  Pay  particular  attention  to  the  education  c^ 
your  children  with  this  view ;  and  where  it  has  pleased 
Oo4  to  call  any  of  his  young  servants  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  let  the  churches  be  careful  to  introduce  them 
in  the  line  of  study  and  improvement  \  and  make  suitable 
exertions  to  furnish  them  with  the  necessary  means  for 
this  end«  We  have  for  several  years  given  intimation 
of  our  concern,  that  the  representation  of  churches  in 
Association  has  not  been  better  supported,  and  we  are 
sorry  to  observe,  that  this  ha^  not  had  the  desired  effect. 
Permit  us  now  to  entreat  you  by  aU  the  arguments  which 
arise  froni  the  love  of  Qhrist,  and  that  dear  uniting  af- 
j^ection,  by  which  his  saints  ,are  bound  together ;  by  the 
support,  honour,  and  advantage  which  the  church  en- 
joys ^om  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  her  union,  and 
the  tendency  it  has  tq  promote  the  divine  honour ;  that, 
it  may  be  attended  tp,  not  as  a  jmatter  depending  <m. 
convenience,  but  as  of  sacred  and  religious  regard.  Let 
each  church  extend  its  views  beyond  its  own  particular 
interests,  to  the  happiness  pf  churches  abroad,  and  the 
gefietal  spread  of  the  gospel ;  and  it  will  be  impossibb 
to  indulge  a  backwardness  therein/'  (n  the  same  letter 
they  expresis  their  joy  at  the  introduction  of  several  prom* 
ising  young  men  mtp  the  ministry,  and  at  the  success  of 
the  gospel  in  Great-Britain,  and  ii^  di&rent  parts  of 
America.  The  expediency  of  applying  for  incorporation 
was  considered  and  agreed  on.  In  1787,  a  covenant 
with  this  view  was  drawn  up  and  signed,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  petition  the  Legislature.  A 
meeting  sufficiently  numerous .  was,  however,  not  ob- 
tained during  the  recess  ;  and  at  the  n^xt  annual  meet* 
iog,  some  members  doubting  the  prc^riety  of  the  meas- 
ure, it  was  relinquished.  A  few  years  after,  the  oti^cc 
was  obtained  in  a  different  form,  and  to  general  satis- 

^Faction. 

In  17S9,  the  Bethel  Association,  newly  formed  in  the 
northwestern  parts  of  the  State,  and  consisting  of  1 Q 
churches,  was  represented  by  the  Rev.  James  Fowler^ 
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A  correspondeDce  was  commencedy  and  in  canse^uenw 
<&  a  motion  to  that  effect,  made  by  Mr.  Fowler,  a  pro>i 
posal  was  made  from  the  Charleston  Association  to  unite 
the  two  bodies ;  but  on  account  of  some  inconveniences, 
aj^ehended  by  the  Bethel,  it  failed  of  accomplishment. 
Letters  and  breviates  of  English  Associations  were  re* 
ceived,  and  distributed  to  the  churches,  and  recommend* 
ed  to  their  perusal. 

The  object  of  having  a  respectable  and  permanent 
fiind  estatdished  for  the  education  of  pious  young  men, 
candidates  for  the  ministry,  having  been  seriously  con« 
templated  and  earnestly  wished  by  several  members  of 
the  Assodatioa,  it  was  this  year  taken  up,  and  partiou 
larly  recommended  to  the  churches.  At  the  following^ 
meeting  a  draft  of  a  plan  for  the  purpose  was  brought 
forward  by  a  committee,  cMisisting  of  Messrs.  Furman^ 
S.  Mercer,  Mosely,  and  Holcombe,  and  adopted  by  the 
Association.  By  this  it  was  proposed.  That  a  seriiMm 
should  be  preached  annually  in  each  church,  followed 
by  a  collection.  2d.  That  delegates,  cme  from  each 
church,  should  meet  at  the  same  time  and  place  with 
the  Association,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  examine 
candidates  for  the  assistance  of  the  churches,  and  to  make 
application  of  the  fund.  The  Circular  Letter,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Holcombe,  urges  the  hearty  adoption  of  this  plan. 
After  recounting  the  disadvantages  the  Baptist  denomi* 
nation  had  sustained  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  but 
especially  in  the  interiour  parts  of  America,  from  the  neg« 
lect  of  learning,  it  proceeds — ^^  We  hope,  therefore, 
brethren,  that  the  consideration  of  difiusing  useful 
knowledge,  of  capacitating  your  ministers  to  acquit 
themselves  with  propriety  and  dignity  in  the  important 
duties  of  their  functions  ;  of  adorning  the  Christian  pro* 
fession,  increasing  the  respectability  of  our  order,  and 
above  all,  glorifying  our  Royal  Master,  will  engage  you 
to  nsake  the  necessary  exertions  for  completing  the  pro* 
posed  design,  so  manifestly  tending  to  answer  such  truly 
laudable  purposes.  The  laws  of  reason  and  religion  re- 
quire it  at  your  hands.  We  not  only  see,  but  feel  the 
necessity  of  it,  and  beseech  you,  by  your  obligations  to 
promote  the  Redeemer's  honour,  and  your  tender  regard^ 
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for  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  to  mri&e  It  a  matcw  of  deri<nA 
tod  religtbuft  concern/'* 

fai  this  year  died  Rev.  Joseph  Cook  }  and  tlie  A990ci-» 
aiion  paid  a  tribute  of  affection  and  regard  to  hig  mettt- 
ory,  at  *<  a  fasthfal  servant  of  Jesus  Chrfat^  and  aft  abl4 
minister  of  the  New  Testament/' 
•  In  1791,  Mr.  Fnrinan  havings  at  the  request  of  the 
Association,  published  his  sermon  preached  before  tfaeni 
in  ]  789^  presented  them  with  fifty  copies  of  the  same, 
and  received  the  thanks  c^  the  body.  The  committee 
for  the  Education  Fund  reported^  ^  That  they  bad  a 
t^slem  of  rules  under  consideration,  though  not  fully 
nortured ;  that  they  had  agreed,  when  the  rules  were 
completed,  to  apply  lo  the  i^iobtute  for  incorporation ;. 
and  that  they  conceived  it  might  be  proper  to  invest  the 
cooimittee  with  powev  to  recover  and  take  into  theif 
pOKeation  any  glebes  or  other  property  belonging  to 
dnnrdies  in  this  coanea&ion,  which  either  ate  or  may 
beoeme  extinct,  when  liable  to  revert  to  the  pubKc,  ^ 
become  private  property,  and  apply  the  ^'io^^  to  the  itK* 
tcreits  of  the  wiion/^  The  Association,  after  receitin;^ 
end  oonsidering  this  report,  unanimously  approved  the 
plan  of  enhu-ging  the  powers  of  the  committee,  and  of 
its  obtaining  incofpwation.  They  further  agreed  that 
due  care  ought  to  be  taken,  that  the  busfiness  and  powers 
of  the  committee  be  folly  defined,  and  that  they  mfght 
Aoe  interfere  with  the  ricbts  and  privileges  of  tbechu>rchea 
as  independent  bodies,  m  things  etcher  spiritual  of  tem^ 
poral. 

In  1 79S^  the  atitention  of  the  churched  t^s  called^  CO 
*^tbe  threatening  and  warning  dispensations  of  Provi^ 
dence,  and  the  declension  of  religion  ^^  and  the  third  Wed* 
nesday  oi  December  vras  appoiirted  as  a  day  of  solemn 
fosting  and  prayer,  to  implore  the  mercy  of  Ood  on  the 
ehurches  aifd  the  country  at  large ;  to  way  for  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States ;  for  a  general  refof- 

*  Though  the  plan  for  raising  uid  supporting  a  ftind  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned, was  adr^ted  unanimously  by  the  delegates  assembled,  it  met  with  op- 
pcNQtion  in  sevmal  of  the  ohnrches^  so  that,  at  subsequent  meetings  o^Uie  A»- 
sociation,  objections  were  raised  ag^ni»t  it,  which»  though  answervd  and  gen- 
erally given  up  in  that  body,  by  those  who  proposed  them,  appeared  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  dissatisfied  churches;  astheyeithci*withhddthciraidahog0ther| 
or  contnbuted  very  partially  toward  the  fund. 
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matioQ  amoi^  the  people,  tad  £v  the  dvrdcttan  and  prtf» 
ervation  of  the  government ;  aka,  for  a  sanctified  use  of 
th^  aAlctuig  dispemations  of  Providence^  particularly 
that  by  which  Fhiladriplua  had  been  recently  visited.* 
Coatributions  had  been  made  for  reprinting  the  Con« 
feasioa  of  Faith,  Church  Discipline,  and  Caliechisai ;  but 
n^  being  fuUy  adequate  to  the  object^  Mr.  Furmaa 
W^  requested  to  have  the  Discipline  put  to  the  presa 
imiinsdiatelv,  and  to  import  the  rest.    According^  lOOO 
wpies  of  the  Catechism,  and  200  of  the  Conmsion  o£ 
f^th  v9ere  imported,  and  2000  of  the  Discipline  printed. 
In  1 794,  to  accomiaodale  some  of  the  southern  churdiee^ 
it  w«9  proposed  to  have  two  meetings  in  a  year )  and  one 
by  way  of  e^eriment  was  appointed  to  be  holdcA  the 
ensuing  May  at  £whaw.    Delegates  from  Charleston^ 
Evhaw,  Coosawhatehie,  Pipe*  Creek,  and  Kack  Swamfv 
attended.    They  concluded  that  the  plan  of  holding  two 
meetings  in  the  year  was  impracticable,  apd  veconusiendp 
^  instead  of  it,  that  the  annual  aaeeting  should  be  heU 
in  the  aodrthei n  and  soiitbero  parts  alternatdy.    This  reo 
ommencktion  was  afterwarda  complied  witL    They  aik* 
so  took  into  consideration  the  General  Concert  of  Pvayev, 
propcoed  to  be  h^ldea  on  the  first  Tuesda^r  of  Januaryy 
i^pvil»  July,  and  October ;  the  object  of  it  being  taunitr 
vMh  a  numbeir  of  good  meox  o£  du&rent  denwsinations, 
at  home  andabtoad9  for  ^^  the  revival  of  religios  among 
Christiana ;  the  propagation  and  success  of  the  gospel 
among  the  heathen,  and  the  conversion  of  the  itm%  to 
Christianiily/'    The  observance  of  thie  Concert  was 
earnestly  recommended,  and  the  recoaamendation  re- 
uewed  from  year  to  year.    The  Circular  Letter  of  h79S 
<l0ntains  the  following  admoiiitions :  ^^  The  situation  of 
the  church  caUs  fqr  deep^  humiliation  befiaee  God,  serious 
eooeern.  respecting  the  state  of  our  souls,  vigonous  exeii- 
tions  HI  the  cause  of  God,,  and  diligpent  use  of  the  appoint- 
ed means  of  graoe.    In  vain  do  we  acknowledge  our 
impeifections,  or  pnofessedly  lament  our  leanness,  if  our 
hetfts  are  nut  affected.     And  what  blessings  can  we 
reasonably  expect,  while  the*  rational  and  most  proper 
means,  wliidi  God;  has  put  within  our  power,  and  to 

^  Jn  this  year  tbis  city  was  first  visittd.  with  the  yellow  fevt^*. 
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wUdi  hk  word  cfirects^  are  n^ected  ?  Permit  us,  detf 
krediren^  to  suggest  our  fears,  that  the  duties  dF  the 
doset  and  the  discipline  of  the  heart,  are  avi^lly  neg« 
kcted  in  the  present  day.  We  fear  the  views  of  eveir 
those  who  have  made  the  most  serious  profession,  are 
too  much  limited  to  the  present  life.  Have  we  not  al- 
most forgot  to  consider  ourselves  as  strangers  and  pil-r 
grims  on  the  earth  ?  Is  not  the  spirit  of  ambition, 
pride,  and  covetousness  prevalent  to  a  high  degree? 
Who  are  they  that  feel  anxiously  concerned  for  the 
things  which  are  Jesus  Christ's  ?  Who  burn  with  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  Jehovah ;  mourn  for  the  abcnnina- 
tioos  of  the  land ;  and  feel  bowels  of  compassion  for 
perishing  and  immortal  souls  ?  Has  not  the  gracious 
and  holy  Spirit  of  God,  the  Comforter,  been  grieved  by 
our  untender  walk,  by  our  unbelief,  ingratitude,  for- 
mality, and  neglect  or  abuse  of  our  privileges  ?  Have 
not  the  solemn  meetings  for  prayer,  repeatedly  recom- 
mended, been  either  shamefully  neglected,  or  attended 
with  a  coldness  and  indifference  unbecoming  those  who 
profess  to  know  Jesus  Christ,  or  to  believe  the  avrfulr 
realities  of  eternity  ?  Rouse,  brethren,  from  your  leth-^ 
argy ;  reason,  interest,  obligation  call ;  judgments  threat* 
en  \  mercies  invite  ;  all  that  is  sacred  to  the  heart  of  a^ 
rational  immortal  creature,  requires  your  activity,  se- 
riousness, and  diligence,  in  the  cause  of  your  God  and 
Redeemer.  Render  to  Jehovah  his  unquestionable  and 
too  long  detained  due,  and  prove  him  herewith,  if  he 
will  not  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  even  shall  not 
be  room  sufEcient  to  receive  it." 

In  1797,  a  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  John  M.  Rob- 
erts, expressing,  gratitude  for  the  assistance  afforded  him 
in  obtaining  education  for  the  ministry ;  and  his  *^  firm 
determination  to  use  his  best  exertions  to  obtain  every 
suitable  qualification,  and  to  devote  himself  to  the  great 
work  ;*'  which  gave  much  satisfaction. 

Rev.  Gabriel  Gerald,  a  member  of  the  church  at  the 
High-Hills  of  Santee,  having  advanced  sentiments  subver- 
sive of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  a  difiiculty  existing  be- 
tween  him  and  the  church  in  consequence  of  the  same, 
the  Association  was  applied  to.  Mr«  Gerald  then  publish- 
ed a  pamphlet  in  defence  of  bis  opinions  and  practice.  At ' 
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the  reiquest  of  the  Association,  a  letter  was  written  in  an^ 
swer  to  his  publication,  ix^ith  a  view  to  convince  him  of 
the  obligation  to  observe  the  Sabbath,  and  to  reclaim 
him  from  what  appeared  a  dangerous  error ;  but  it  proved 
ineffectual.  The  church  put  Mr.  Gerald  under  censure^ 
and  he  appealed  to  the  Association,  complaining  of  un- 
fair treatment.  A  letter  was  also  received  from  the 
church,  requesting  assistance.  Messrs.  Furman,  Bots* 
ford,  and  Fowler,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  behalf 
of  the  Association,  to  meet  both  parties*  Next  year  the 
committee  reported,  that  according  to  their  judgment^ 
some  of  the  church's  proceedings  had  been  irregular ;  but 
that  they  had  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Ge« 
raid,  both  on  account  of  his  principle  and  conduct ;  that 
a  liberal  plan  of  reconciliation,  proposed  by  the  commit^ 
tee,  had  been  rejected  by  him,  and  that  he  persbted  in 
the  sentiment  and  conduct  he  had  defended  from  the 
pulpit  and  the  press.  He  died  soon  after,  without  having 
recanted  his  sentiments* 

In  i  800,  the  proposition  of  the  Philadelphia  Associa- 
tion, to  establish  a  general  conference  of  the  Baptist  As« 
sociations  throughout  the  United  States^  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and  it  was  voted,  that  '^  if  a  well-digested 
plan  should  be  devised  for  such  a  coalidou,  in  which  the 
proper  objects  were  clearly  pointed  out,  with  suitable 
measures  to  attain  them,  and  the  danger  of  perversion 
and  abuse  well  guarded  against,  and  if  a  general  concur* 
rence  in  the  undertaking  should  be  obtained  of  the 
churches  in  the  United  States,  this  Association  are  dis^ 
'posed  to  give  it  their  support."  In  the  same  year, 
the  Association  recommended  *to  churches  destitute  of 
pastors,  to  endeavour  to  support  publick  worship  by  en* 
gaging  some  of  their  members  to  read  sermonj^  and  take 
a  lead  in  prayer. 

In  1801,  they  petitioned  the  Legislature  fot  an  amend«^ 
ment  of  the  law,  passed  the  preceding  year,  imposing 
restrictions  on  religious  meetings,  so  iar  as  respects  per* 
sons  of  colour.  The  petition  was  renewed  the  next 
year,  and  attended  with  a  degree  of  success.  The  thanks 
of  the  Association  were  returned  to  General  Charles 
Cotesworth  Pinckney,  Major  Thomas  Pinckney,  and 
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l^tity  WiHiaiii  DddsHMttr^^  £^.  for  their  jtatridtick  ex- 
trtiMs  \tk  ttH  behalf. 

Iti  i  s;02,  pi^0vi»oii  Wds  ttiide  for  the  etnployaieBfC  df  a 
Mts^kmsiry  to  travel  and  preach  in  destitute  places.  The 
^HfiA  Med  of  accMiplkhAietit  for  the  Mrant  of  a  Mita- 
Ue  per^ii  to  ttudertake  k.  A  mission,  howe^er^  to  the 
Cataiwba  Ifidfans,  irhtch  had  for  some  time  beea  cotitems- 
plated,  was  now  commenced*  Rev.  John  Rodc^  was 
engaged  for  a  yeaf  td  preach  to  them,  at  least  once  a 
tnodth^  and  to  consult  the  chiefs  and  other  persons  of 
Infltienee^  on  their  disposition  to  have  a  school  founded 
tfniohg  them.  Mr.  kdoker  at  the  next  meeting  repotted^ 
that  *^  the  Indians  had  given  him  a  very  favourable  recep- 
tion ;  were  much  pleased  with  the  attention  the  Associa*- 
ti<!Hi  had  ^own  by  appointing  a  missionary  to  them ;  had 
attended  very  seriously  to  hb  preaching,  and  fVom  the 
first  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  a  school  might  be 
Established  among  them  foir  the  instruction  oT  their 
youth :  also,  that  there  appeared  the  beginning  of  a  work 
^f  graiee  among  the  white  people,  who  attended  on  his 
f  reaching  when  ministering  to  the  Indians ;  and  that  he 
wfis  itt  hopes  the  Indians  would  share  in  the  blessing.*^ 
It  was,  in  consequence,  determined  to  contintie  the  mis^ 
ftkm$  and  Mr^  Rooker  was  atitbori«ed  to  employ  a  teacher 
tt>  iftstruet  the  youth  in  the  common  branches  of  educa- 
tion^ and  the  principles  of  Christianity.  A  school  was 
accot^ng^y  established,  and  has  l>een  continued.  8am. 
ples^  of  writing  deme  by  the  Indian  youth,  have  been 
ejthibited  from  year  to  year^  evincing  considerable  pro- 
fleieficy^  Letters  also  hate  been  repeatedly  received  from 
the  chiefs  of  the  natton,  requesting  a  continuitice  of  the 
misslt^n  and  school.  At  the  meeting  of  1806,  Rohert 
Mar^^  an  Inxfian  of  the  Pomunky  trme,  Ihring  with  the 
Catawbas,  and  a  licensed  preacher,  was  present,  and 
j^eached  with  acceptance  to  a  lar^e  and  a&tted  audience. 

Dn  Ramsay,  in  his  history  of  Sotith-Carolina,  htely 
l^blisbedj  hath  in  a  note  inserted  the  following  obser* 
Vatitms  dn  this  subject :  ^  It  is  truly  honourable  to  the 
Baptists,  that  they  have  done  so  much  for  the  instroc- 
lieti  <A  tlie  Indians ;  and  it  is  lamentable  that  the  State 
has  denii  ^o  little.  The  Catawba  Indiatts  have,  fmr  a  long 
lioie^  been  friendly,  and  have  lived  among,  or  ratiiec 


%e«B  ttirroutided  by  mlk^  peeple,  md  ytft  oo  «p0  ^fb^ 
h^s  beesa  made  by  tbe  State  for  ibe  civiUKPtioD  a»d  in* 
stroctioo  of  tbU  €ribe»  oor  of  tny  of  tb#  Indigos^  A 
century  and  half  has  not  fms/^  away»  «lpce  this  |iwplp 
were  the  «rie  pom^sors  of  tbe  wbole  of  tbis  ^Ktemiy e 
and  be»uti6il  country ;  bvt  tfa«9e  fonmr  k>rd»  cf  tbf 
•eil  bv/e  been  driven  from  riwr  to  rivejEv^from  fpr^t 
to  foDest^^roUed  bftdk  oatioo  upon  nattoo*  cUt  tbi^y  ^e 
fugitiye6»  vagrants,  and  9tiangers  ia  tb«ir  qvh  jbi94t 
CaroHaiaas !  cb^rusb  the  hw  tbait  renuw^*  and  prevj^ot 
their  ci»r«iiig  the  day  that  while  men  leaded  in  tbe 
country  of  th w  forefetbers."* 

lo  1 803,  Dr.  FuriBaci,  Mr.  Botafard,^d  Mr.  Roberia. 
were  appowiced  a  committee  of  corre^ondeoce*  and  in 
partioilar  to  correipond  "with  the  comimttee  of  the  i^btf^ 
udelphia  Assodataoo,  to  aid  thm  desipi  of  puMishiog 
general  reli^bua  ioforma^ion* 

lihis  y«ar  died  the  Key.  Evan  P»g^ ;  on  wbi^^h  ooca* 
aioa  tbie  Af»$ociatton  thought  te  ijicumbeiit  oa  them  t^ 
expreei  ifaeir  high  eeme  of  bis  ^  eminent  aUUiiea  and 
worth,  u  a  mai»»  a  s€balar»  ?^  Christian,  and  a  diwiiie/' 
Rev^  Aaron  Hmh,  David  Ow^w,  Md  Jeremiah  Kbamf* 
*^  three  xeajoua  and  VHicb  approved  i^reacbers  of  the^os^ 
pel,''  ^din  1906%  audio  1606,  S/ev.  Lewi$  C<rittiia, 
^^  an  aged  and  faithfuji  ninister,  emaient  £9r  }m  fnety, 
and  iieeiul  is  hid  day/' 

In  i8(H»tlie  Asmaaiion  petkjMied tb^  Li^riatwrefor 
a  law  to  aboKsh  the  practice  of  dueUmg^ 

In  1 808,  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  of  Penneybrgflie,  preseiMed 
the  Aasociation  with  ISO  i:opiea  <^  hi«  Cenuiry  $enmon, 
preached  before  the  Philadelphia  A^oc^ion^  to  be  ap^ 
ptted  to  the  Hies  of  the  CdiKation  Fvnd ;  and  a  vote  wm 
pafised  eKpresstog  gir^iuide  lor  $hU  instwce  of  Iw  Ij^ 
eraUty, 

A  motion  was  made  this  ye^  co  hvm  tKe  AaMciatftm 
Sermon  in  future  preached  on  the  Saturdtay  of  the  an^ 

*  ••  The  Catawba  Indians  are  n  small  tribe,  who  have  one  town  i:alle£  Ca- 
tawba, situated mche  Catasfbat  Hvcr,  nonfa  lat  34^  49^,  cd  Hhe  boundarjr  fine 
hetwemi  >Iorth  aod  SonthiCan^liQiL,  and  Gootm*  ^twt  4^/)  ji4iabit4m^  ot' 
which  about  150  are  fightSng  men.  They  are  the  only  tribe  winch  resides 
in  the  State.    144,000  acres  of  land  were  granted  thwn  by  ^be  pmpHetaiy 

It  Is  said  that  their  territory  at  present  Ss  about  16  miles  square ;  but  they 
have  been  dtgBoisrssiDg  iar  foaity  yteaun,  and ^tbejr  numbc^r  turn  4lii«uglb  hav« 
probably  dca-eased  »iicc  the  above  account  was  taken. 
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nual  meeting,  and  the  business  then  entered  on,  with  'a* 
view  to  expedite  it,  but  was  negatived.  It  was  resolved  to 
^ntinue  the  usual  mode  of  conducting  the  business,  and 
the  following  reasons  were  assigned  by  the  Association  3 
<^  First,  because  devotion  and  the  exercise  of  the  best 
ministerial  gifts  at  those  general  meetings  are  objects,  m 
our  estimation,  of  the  first  importance*  Secondly,  as 
the  administrfition  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  a  part  of  the 
sdemn  service  appointed  for  the  Sabbath  on  these  occa- 
sions, ft  is  proper  and  necessary  that  the  exercises  of  the 
Saturday  snould  be  preparatory  to  the  sacred  transaction 
of  approaching  the  table,  and  that  the  mind  be  as  little  as 
possible  diverted  from  the  great  object,  which  then  claims 
Us  attention.  Thirdly,  the  plan  of  hurrying  through  the 
business  of  the  Association,  We  think  is  wr6ng  ;  the  sub* 
jects  which  come  under  consideration,  being  genenlly 
very  serious  and  important,  and  requiring  time  for  de?' 
liberation.  In  general,  they  have  been  too  much  hur- 
ried. It  is,  therefore,  recommended  to  the  ministers 
and  delegates,  in  future,  to  come  with  an  expectation 
that  the  business  will  not  conclude  before  Wednesday. 
And  a^  it  too  often  happens  that  the  ministers  meet  on 
Saturday,  without  any  expectation  to  preach  on  that  day, 
and  if  called  to  preach,  deliver  hasty,  indigested  discours* 
es ;  which  circumstance  has  a  bad  effect  on  the  general 
state  of  the  meeting ;  it  is  requested  that  they  in  general 
endeavour  to  come  prepared  to  preach,  and  tl|at  on  sub- 
jects the  most  useful  and  important,  suited  to  excite  a 
fervid,  yet  rational  piety. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  Eccles,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
M^Neal,  was  noticed  with  afiection  and  respect  for  their 
memory,  as  ^  of  men,  of  whose  usefulness  iii  the  ministry 
the  most  pleasing  hopes  were  entertained.  The  first 
had  been  for  several  years  a  student  under  the  care  of 
the  general  committee  ;  and  the  othf  r  had  lately  arrived 
from  Scotlaod." 

In  1809,  Rev.  Messrs*  Johnson  and  Collins  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  act  with  the  Missionary  to  the 
Indians,  in  superintending  the  school,  and  occasionally 
fisiting  the  nation. 

It  was  recommended  to  the  churches  and  the  publick 
to  encourage,  by  subscription,  the  undertaking  of  Mr. 
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Woodward,  of  Philadelphia,  to  republish  Dr.  Gfll's  Expo* 
aition  ^  and  each  church  was  advised  to  provide  a  copy 
for  the  use  c^  its  minister. 

It  was  determined  also,  to  encourage  the  author  of  this 
History  in  his  undertaking,  the  design  of  which  he  had 
then  announced. 

In  tSlO,  this  Association  determined  to  patronize  the 
pubHcaticm  of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  System  of  Disci- 
cipline,  and  Catechism,  in  one  volume  ;  and  to  address 
ibe  other  Baptist  Associations  in  the  State  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  their  concurrence. 

From  1773,  when  the  first  account  of  additions,  &c« 
was  taken,  till  1 7^,  the  following  changes  took  places- 
Bineteen  new  churches  were  added  to  the  Associations- 
two  joined  other  Associations— and  three  became  ex^ 
tinct.  The  whole  number  of  churches  being  twenty-two. 
In  this  period  there  were  baptized  980 — ^received  by  letter 
2 84f^— dismissed  by  letter  52(>— -excommunicated  105-— 
dead  213.     Whole  number  1904. 

From  1790  till  1810,  twenty  new  churches  were  ad* 
ded—- seven  were  dismissed  to  the  Savannah-river  Asso- 
ciation— two  were  excluded  for  not  maintaining  their 
representation— and  two  became  extinct.  The  whde 
number  of  churches  remaining,  thirty-three*  In  this 
period  there  were  baptized  2874 — received  by  letter 
660 — dismmissed  1615— excommunicated  458 — ^restor- 
ed 56— dead  S'itS.     Whole  number  of  members  2907. 

This  account  closes  with  J  8 10.  Since  that  time, 
although  but  one  new  church  has  been  added  to  the 
Association,  yet  it  has  greatly  increased,  so  that  in  1812 
it  contained  3498  members.     525  were  added  that  yenr. 

The  foregoing  history  of  this  Association  contains 
most  of  the  information  which  we  shall  be  able  to  give 
of  the  churches,  which  it  comprises.  Of  the  few  follow, 
ing,  however,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  few  historical 
sketches. 

Cd«5f  jre'tf.— This  church,  which  has  been  the  mother 
of  a  number  of  others,  now  belonging  to  this  Association, 
originated  from  the  Separate  Baptists,  and  was  gathered 
in  the  following  manner.  About  the  year  \  764,  Philip 
Mulky  began  to  preach  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  so 
successful  were  his  labours,  that  in  the  course  of  a  year 
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er  two  the  following  persoos  were  baptizsed^  vis.  Wil* 
liam  lucker,  Jane  Curry,  Martha  Goodwin,  baac  Ray*- 
ford,  Joseph  Reese,  Thomas  Norris,  and  Timothy  Dargao, 
(these  three  afterwards  became  ministers)  fieojamtn  Bry- 
on,  Nathan  £Uis,  John  Gill,  and  others,  to  the  number 
of  thirty-three,  who,  in  November  1766,  ¥p^«re  oonstitu^ 
ted  into  a  church,  by  the  help  of  Rev.  Joseph  Murphy,  of 
North-Carolina.  Concerning  the  progress  of  this  churcbt 
from  a  short  time  after  its  formation  to  the  present  time, 
we  have  but  little  information.  It  soon  became  very 
extensive,  and  branched  out  on  almost  every  side  ; 
of  these  branches,  those  at  the  High-HUb  of  Santee, 
Wateree,  Twenty*five*mite  Creek,  and  j&melia  township, 
have  since  become  distinct  churches,  and  now  have  a 
seat  in  the  Charleston  Association. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  Congaree  church  was  the  fii« 
floons  Joseph  Reese,  of  whom  we  have  given  a  biograph- 
ical account.  Rev.  John  Newton  was  for  a  time  as* 
sociated  with  him  in  the  care  of  this  extensive  commu* 
nity.  I  can  learn  but  little  more  respecting  him  than 
that  lie  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  an  «KceU 
lent  man.  He  preached  many  years  in  North-Carolina, 
in  connexion  wuh  the  Separates,  where  his  labours  were 
much  blest ;  he  came  to  Congaree  in  1 76^5,  and  three 
years  after  received  ordination  at  the  hands  of  Messrs* 
Oliver  Hart  and  Evan  Pugh,  for  which,  as  they  were 
Regular  Baptists,  he  was  censured  and  silenced,  by  the 
Sandy  Creek  ikssociation,  which  assuming  body  at  that 
time  claimed  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Congaree  church. 
After  remaining  in  this  situation  for  some  time,  he  was 
restored  to  his  ministry,  but  never  fully  engaged  in  it, 
after  this  arbitrary  occurrence, 

High-Hills  of  Sa;t/^^.f^-*-This  is  a  church  of  some  ce- 
lebrity, and  as  it  is  a  branch  of  the  last  mentioned,  we 
shall  briefly  state  its  origin  and  progress. 

About  the  year  1769,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dargan  {reached 
in  this  place,  which  was  then  wild  and  irreligious.  Soon 
after,  Mr.  Joseph  Reese  visited  them,  and  by  his  preach- 
ing alarmed  the  whole  neighbourhood  ;  and  so  success- 
ful were  the  labours  of  these  faithful  ^d  zealous  men, 
and  particularly  the  latter,  who  is  considered  as  the  found- 
er of  the  church,  that  in  a  short  time  a  great  num* 


bet  w«fe  baptised,  and  ftmong  them  wa$  Dr.  Farman 
and  his  fir^t  wife.  These  fie^  converts  joined  the  Con« 
garee  chtirch,  as  has  already  be^  suggested,  and  stood 
as  a  branch  of  that  body,  until  the  Santee  church  was 
constituted  in  l?7d.  The  number  of  constituents  was 
about  70.  A  few  months  after  the  church  was  organi2;ed^ 
Mr.  Furtnan  was  by  them  caRed  to  the  ministry  ;  he  was 
ordained  here  in  1 774,  by  Messrs.  Reese  and  Pugb.  Soon 
after  his  ordination  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  churchy 
and  continued  in  that  office  until  1787»  when  he  re* 
moved  to  Charleston.  After  his  removal,  the  church 
was  wijthout  a  pastor  about  ten  years,  when  tbcy^  had 
the  happiness  to  settle  among  them  Rev.  John  M.  Rob- 
erts, who  remains  their  worthy  and  useful  pastor. 

The  seat  of  the  original  church  is  about  three  miles 
north  of  Statebury,  and  about  a  hundred  north-virest  of 
Charleston^  It  has  two  or  three  other  places  of  worship, 
not  many  miles  distant.  The  Santee  church  has  been 
a  mother  establishment ;  for  the  churches  of  Ebeneiser, 
Lynch's  Creek,  (2d  of  that  name)  Upper  Fork  of  Lynch's 
Creek,  Swift  Creek,  Bethel^  Camden,  and  Calvary,  all 
originated  from  it.  Being  in  a  central  situation,  it  has 
frequently  been  the  place  of  the  Association's  meeting. 

GetrM&wn. It  may  be  seen  in  the  biography  of 

Rev.  William  Screven,  that  he  made  Georgetown  his 
j^ace  of  residence  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  Kfe ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  were 
ever  many  Baptists  in  the  place,  until  ministers  of  this 
order  began  to  be  invited  liere  by  Mr.  William  Cuttiro. 
Mr.  Cuttiro  was  a  native  of  the  town,  but  was  a  resident 
in  Charleston,  where  he  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Oliver 
Hart,  in  1767.  Two  years  after,  he  returned  and  settled 
in  Georgetown.  From  this  time,  by  his  solicitation 
Baptist  ministers  began  to  vkit  the  place.  Dr.  Furman 
was  the  most  fre<}uent  visitor,  as  his  labours  were  the 
most  acceptable.  He,  for  many  years,  annually  spent 
several  weeks  in  visiting  and  administering  to  the  breth- 
ren here ;  for  Mr.  Cuttiro  had  now  a  number  of  his  fami- 
ly  and  some  others  united  in  profession  with  him,  and 
by  Drs.  Purman  and  Staughton,  they  were  formed  into 
a  church  in  1 79*.  For  one  year  Immediately  subsequent 
to  its  constitution »  this  church  was  supplied  by  l)r. 
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StaughtQDy  now  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  then  just  €09ie 
to  America.  In  1797,  Rev.  Edmund  Botsford  removed 
from  the  Wekh-Neck  church,  and  settled  in  the  pastoral 
office  at  Georgetown*  Mr.  Botsford  was  born  at  Wo- 
burn,  in  Bedfordshire,  England,  November,  1 745 ;  he 
came  to  America  when  he  was  about  20  years  of  age^ 
and  soon  after  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Hart,  of  Charleston  \ 
and  after  studying  with  him  between  two  and  three 
years,  he  began  to  preach  at  Tuckaseeldng  in  Georgia, 
in  1771*  In  that  State  he  tarried  about  seven  years, 
when  he  travelled  and  preached  .abundantly  with  much 
success;  but  in  the  American  war  he  was  obliged  to  fly 
from  the  country,  with  the  loss  of  most  of  his  estate. 
He  then  settled  at  the  Welsh*Neck,  where  he  continued 
until  he  removed  to  his  present  situation.  Mr.  Botsford 
was  a  very  successful  labourer  in  the  vineyard  in  his 
more  active  days ;  and  although  his  ministry  in  George- 
town has  been  highly  reputable  in  the  view  of  all,  and 
much  esteemed  by  the  pious,  yet  it  has  not  been  so  sue* 
cessful  as  he  and  his  friends  could  have  wished.  Most 
of  the  old  members  have  died,  and  few  others  have 
succeeded  them,  so  that  the  church  b  now  in  a  feeble 
state.  This  church  has  a  handsome  and  commodious 
wooden  meeting*house,  which  was  well  finished  in  1 804>. 
It  stands  on  a  lot  of  one  acre,  which  was  given  in  reserve 
by  the  Rev.  William  Screven,  when  the  town  was  first 
laid  out ;  but  was  not  occupied  until  almost  a  hundred 
years  after  his  death.  This  house,  which  is  about  60  feet 
long,  is  situated  on  a  delightful  eminence,  directly  oppo- 
idte  the  market-house,  and  commands  a  view  of  the 
whole  town  from  the  front  of  it,  and  of  very  extensive 
rice  fields  from  its  rear. 

Beaufort. ^This  town  is  situated  on  the  island  of 

Port- Royal,  about  70  miles  S.  W.  from  Charleston,  and 
is  remarkable  for  its  healthy  situation,  and  the  hospitality 
and  politeness  of  its  inhabitants.  The  Baptist  church 
here  originated  from  the  division  of  the  ancient  one  at 
Ewhaw,  and  was  formed  in  1 804h 

The  foundation  for  this  church  was  laid  by  the  labours 
of  Dr.  Holcombe,  now  of  Philadelphia,  who  resided  here 
a  number  of  years,  while  he  was  pastor  of  the  Ewhaw 
church,  and  by  whom  many  of  the  constituents  of  the 
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chibr^bwere  bs^zed.    While  Rey«  Joseph  B.  Cock 
'    pastor  at  Ewbaw,  he  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  labours  to 
^  .this  branch  of  that  body ;  and  soon  after  the  church  was 
.  formed,  he  became  its  pastor^    In  this  office  he  co&tin*' 

*  •  ued  until  1 809,  ivhen  he  resigned  his  charge,  and  is  now 
V '  settled  at  Camden,  where  a  church  has  lately  been*  ionOf^ 
'   ^d.    About  the  time  of  Mr.  Cook's  resignation,  Rer^ 

*  James  Graham,  from  Scotland,  came  to  the  place,  and 
:    had  the  care  of  the  church  a  short  time  (  but  his  con* 

nexion  with  this  people  was  not  akogetber  happy  for 
himself  nor  them,  and  was  therefore  soon  dissolved* 

Rev.  William  S.  Brantly,  their  present  pastor,  succeed-* 
•   ^.  ed  Mr.  Graham.    Mr*  Brantly  is  a  native  of  North-Car* 
olin;f;  where  he  was  born  in  1786.     He  received  consid* 
'    erable  assistance  towards  his  education,  from  the  Charles- 
ton Education  Fund,  and  graduated  at  Cc^mbia  College 
in  J  809. 

The  Beaufort  church  has  a  vahiable  and  commodious 
house  of  worship,  built  of  a  composition  of  oyster- shells, 
and  mortar  made  of  the  same  marine  materials.*    • 
*    Ctf/t/^^/tf.**— Although  the  church  in  this  town  is  o€ 

*  a  recent  date,  yet  considering  its  situation  and  the  cir- 
V ; «  cumstances  of  its  origin,  it  demands  a  brief  description. 

. .  '  In  1 804,  Jonathan  Maxcy,  D.D.  a  Baptist  minister,  for- 
merly President  of  Rhode-Island  College,  settled  in  this 
. .  .  '  town  in  the  Presidency  of  the  South^arolina  College, 

"•.  ,  which  had  been  established  here  a  little  while  before^ 

;  •'  \  The  doctor  commenced  a  course  of  preaching  in  connex« 
.'•ion  with  his  presidential  duties,  which,  however,  on  ac« 

.  '^coi)(nt  bf  debility,  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  in  about  ^{x: 
.tnoiiCbs.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  much  preach- 
ing here  by  the  Baptists  from  this  period  until  1 808, 
when  Mr.  Brantly,  now  of  Beiufort  in  this  State,  then 

.'  .    .  .  '*  'There  are  in  Beaufort,  and  along  the  sea-coast  in  that  region^  many  state^ 

.•    •  *  ly  educes  b«Ut  of  this  composition.    0>'stef6  of  an  inferiour  quality  gtxJwr  here 

'  in  an  abutidance,  of  which  there  are  oq  examples  in  the  ndrtheni  States,   lliey 

..«•'.  api^ear  to  be  short-lived,  and  the  shells  are  wafted  in  vast  bodies  along  the 

.  '  ^  xhriiT,  so  tint  whatever  quantities  are  desired  may  be  procured  with  ease.    A 

\  sufficient  petition  of  them  are  vediiced  to  lime,  tod  mu€h  mortar  is  tusassmtf 

in  this  work,  witli  which  the  shells  are  intermixed,  and  with  this  composition 

V  •*  •.  the  wallis  n^ade,  which,  when  it  is  thoroug;hly  dry,  is  as  impregnabte  as  rock; 

»     **  aqdlkiiow  notl3utofequaldaraJ]ility^  1  he  nice^  structures  of  this  kind  ate 

•  *^  plastered  without  Und  within,  and  make  an  elegant  appearance,  while  stables^ 

.  and.coaWr  tioHduigs,  i£ve  left  in  a  rough,  unpkstered  state,  and  present  to  title 

>  vieir  «f  A  stittQger,  a  ragged  and  oprio6s  tight. 

•  '^y^^^s::;:;,  .•••..•;  v--^ :•..:.  ';-.■.:.; 
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a  student  under  Presidetlt  Maxqr,  by  the  request  of  the  * 
idheBbttants  of  Cdumbia,  preached  to  them  about  a  year, 
dEnring-  the  htter  part  of  his  residence  in  Coll^e«  Next^ 
to  htm  was  Mr.  Johnson,  now  of  Savannah,  who  began 
preaching  here  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 809.  Mr. 
Jofans6n  removed  hither  from  the  church  at  Ewfaaw,  of 
which  he  was  pastor.  He  found  in  the  place  upwards  Of 
twenty  Baptist  professors,  belonging  to  different  church* 
es«  He  began  preaching  in  the  College  Chape),  and  his 
mintstry  was  crowned  with  success^  Under  him  the 
church  at  Columbia  arose ;  it  was  founded  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  180&,  of  about  96-  members, and^has  now 
increased  to  upwards  of  100^  and  has  erected  a  common-., 
dious  brick  meeting*house  40  feet  square.  Since  Mfa*. 
Johnson's  removal  to  Savannah,  this  church  is  left  desti^ 
tttte  of  a  pastor. 

The  Baptists,  whose  history  we  have  thus  far  rdated^ 
were  denominated  Pat^ictdar  or  Regular^  when  these 
ternw  were  in  use  among  our  southern  brethren.    They 
are  the  most  ancient,  and  have  always  been  the  most  ac- 
tive and  inftsential  in  all  matters  of  pubtiek  concern ; . 
^though  they  have  for  a  number  of  years,  been  inieriouf  ' 
in  number  to  those  who  originated  from  the  Siparaies% 
The  beginning  of  this  people  in  South-Carolina  has  been 
biriefly  rebted  in  the  histcNy  of  the  Separate  Baptists  of 
North<-Carofina,  Virginia,  &c. ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  pre^ ' 
servitog  the  thread  of  our  history,  we  have  in  the  precede 
ing  narrative  given  an  accomt  of  one  of  these  church* 
es^  viz..  the  Congaoee,  witk  its  numerous  brserches^ 
What  remains  is  to  give  as  good  an  account  as  vt^  can  - 
collect  of  the  Associations    and  numerous  churches^ 
which  have  ori^nafted  from  that  zesdous  people,  jmpropi. 
erl^  called  Separates,  who  were  devout  and  successful 
almost  to  a  proverb,  wherever  tbej  began  their  early  and  ' 
evangelical  exertions. 

Mr.  Furman^s  history  does  not  describe  this  people,  as 
it  is  confined  to  the  Charleston  Association.  Mr.  £d^  . 
wards  has  left  some  sketches  of  their  history  ;  and  the 
author  of  this  work  travelled  much  among  them,  and 
took  much  pains  in  his  historical  inquiries-  respecting 
them }  yet  he  will  be  able  to  say  but  litrie  of  them,  com- 
pared with  what  has  been  said  oi  their  brethren  in  xM  \ 
•  ......... 
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lowM.  parts  of  the  State ;  partty  for  tbe  want  of  histori- 
cal facts  of  any  kind^  and  partly  for  the  want  of  sudi,  as 

. '  would  make  a  difiusive  narrative  sufficiently  nilerestiiig 

'  to  the  reader. 

'  About  the  year  1 760,  a  number  of  tbe  Separate  min« 
isters  of  the  Sandy  Creek  connexion  in  North-Carofina, 
began  to  travel  and  settle  in  this  State,  some  a  fittle  be* 
fore  and  others  a  little  after  the  above*mentiooed  pe* 
riod.  Among  the  ministers,  Danid  Marshall  ^nd  PhUip 
Mulky  appear  to  have  been  the  most  distinguished. 

These  evangelical  adventurers  were  accompanied  by' 
many  of  their  brethren  in  their  removals.  Marshall 
settled  at  Beaver  Creek,  where  he  soon  gathered  a  church. 
Here  he  tarried  not  long  before  he  removed  to  Stephen's 
Creek,  where  he  gathered  another,  and  then  crossed 

,  over  the  Savannah  River  and  settled  in  Georgia,  where 
the  remainder  of  his  useful  life  was  spent  in  uk  setvke 
^  his  Master. 

Mr.  Mulky  exercised  lus  ministry  in  different  places, 
m  the  upper  r^ions  of  this  State,  where  he  was  for 
many  y  esrs  a  very  reputable  and  success^  mkdster ;  but 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  most  sadly  beclouded.  The 
Fairforest  churchy  now  belonging  to  the  Bethel  Associ»» 

•  tion,  was  founded  by  hina,  ami  as  it  as  the  oldest  of  the 
Separate  Baptists  in  the  State,  and  became  the  mother 

•  of  many  others,  we  shall  relate  its  early  history  at  large. 

In  the  year  1759,  PbiKp  Mulky  and  wife,  Stephen  How<^ 
ard  and  wife,  Obadiah  Howard  and  wife,  loeeph  Breed 
and  wife,  Benjamin  Gist  and  wife^  Charles  Thonvpson^ 
Thomas  Thompson,  and  Rachel  Collins,  al  members  of 
Deep  River  church  in  North-Carolina,  arrived  in  this 
State,  and  settled  first  at  Broad  River,  where  they  en^ 
bodied  into  a  church,  and  chose  Mr.  Mulky  £c^  their  jea* 
tor.  After  tarrying  here  about  two  years,  and  increas- 
ing  to  104,  the  above-named  thirteen  persons,  (leaving 
the  rest  behind)  removed  to  Fairforest,  where  they  were 
4gain  formed  into  a  church  in  1 762,  which,  in  about  ten 
*  years,  increased  to  167  members.  Some  of  their  hatH^ 
' '  tations  were  a  hundred  miles  from  each  other  ;  and  be^^ 
sides  the  main  estabfishment,  there  were  four  branches, 
which,  in  process  of  time,  were  organized  into  distinct 
churches. 
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Mr.  Mulk/s  conversion,  as  rdiated  by  Mn  Edw^ds, 
was  truly  remarkable.  His  success  in  the  nunistry,  says 
this  historian,  was  so  great,  that  he  became  exalted  ' 
above  measure  in  his  own  esteem,  and  in  that  of  his  con-^* 
verts ;  but  at  length,  to  the  grief  of  the  friends  of  Zion^ 
he  began  to  stumble,  and  soon  fell  into  many  heinous 
sins,  and  remained,  when  an  old  man,  an  outcast  from, 
tlie  church,  and  a  disgrace  to  that  precious  cause,  of 
which  he  had  been  such  an  eminent  champion. 

In  1771,  the  following  churches,  viz.  Fairforest, 
Stephen^  Greek,  Congaree,  Bush  River,  Little  River  of 
Broad  River,  Little  River  of  Saluda,  and  Mine  Creek^ 
formed  an  Associadon,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
Congaree.  This  body^  by  the  means  of  Morgan  Edwards^ 
soon  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  Philadelphia  As- 
sodfttion ;  other  churches  united  with  it  soon  after  it 
was  formed,  and  it  travelled  well  for  a  time.-  But  the 
old  New-England  Pedobaptist  policy,  which  Shubael 
Stearns  introduced  into  the  Sandy  Creek  Assodation^ 
was  soon  put  in  practice  here.  The  Association  began  to 
tamper  with  the  discipline  of  the  churches,  and  infringed ' 
on  their  independency  ;  it  of  course  became  embarrassed  * 
in  its  proceedings,  as  all  Associations  will,  when .  they 
attempt  to  see  and  act  for  the  churches,  and  in  a  few 
years  was  entirely  broken  up. 

But  the  churches  do  not  appear  to  have  been  impeded 
in  their  progress  by  the  dissolution  of  the  Association ;  * 
they  continued  to  increase  and  send  forth  their  branches 
in  diffisrent  directions ;  and  in  1 789,  many  of  those  which  - 
had  belonged  to  the  Congaree  Association,  and  others  ^ 
which  had  been  raised  up  since  it  was  dissolved,  uaited 
in  forming  an  establishment  to  which  they  gave  th^ 
name  of  the 

« 

BETHEL  ASSOCIATION* 

This  body,  at  its  constitution,  consisted  of  slxteea 
churches.  They  immediately  delegated  James  Fowler^ 
one  of  their  principal  ministers^  to  the  Charleston  Asso- 
ciation, who  was  cordially  received }  and  who,  pursuant 
to  his  Instructions,  so  far  adjusted  the  little  matters  of 
difference,  which  had  l^eretofore  prevented  their  union 
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Xbe  Separates,  that  a  correspohdence  ^s  opened, 
which  has  been  maintained  to  the  present  time. 

From  this  period  the  name  of  Separate  began  to  be . 
'  disused,  and  was  soon  entirely  laid  aside  ;    so  that  the .. 

Baptists  in  South-Carolina,  from  whatever  sour te,  they 
"  ^  originated,  have  for  many  years  past  been  united  in 
;      ,  their  external  order  and  doctrinal  sentiments. 

The  Bethel  Association-  has  been  a  very  flourishiog 
body,  and  has  had  within  its  bounds  a  number  of  very  . 
extensive  revivals.     It  also  shared  largely  in  that  extraor- 
dinary work  which  prevailed  in  the  southern  and  west* 
em,  and  some  other  States,  from  1 800  and  onward. 

In  1803,  there  were  received  by  baptism  in  all  the 

1:burches  of  which  it  was  composed,  1411  persons,  which 

^  -    made  its  total  number,  at  that  time,  notwithstancUng  the 

.« **   Broad  River  and  Saluda .  River  Associations  had  been 

set  offfrom  it  before,  3518. 

''   The  Edgefield  Association  has  been  formed  from  it 
.  sQce,  and  many  of  its  members  have  removed  to  the  > 
western  country,  so  that  it  is  not  so  large  as  it  was  at 
.   the  close  of  the  great  revival ;   but  stiU  it  is  a  large 
\   'apd  respectable  body. 

^  '      From  the  foregoing  sketches  it  appears,  that  the 

Bethel  Association  has  be^n  an  increasing  and  nurturii^ 

commimity,  beyond  any  of  the  kind  in  the  State.    I( 

,  does  not  appear  that  any  of  its  ministers  have  been  dis« 

tinguished  for  literary  acquirements ;  but  it  has  generally 

;  /  contained  a  number  of  men  of  very  respectable  talents, 

5  who  have  been  remarkably  zealous  and  successful  in  the 

most  noble  and  benevolent  employment  on  earth,  even 

;   ^winning  souls  to  Christ. 

David  Lilly  was  an  eminent  minister  in  this  Associa* 

.tion  nearly  if  not  quite  from  its  establishment,  until  the 

Edgefield  Association  was  taken  from  it,  when  he  united 

with  that  body,  and  died  within  its  bounds,  about  1 809. 

'.  .'There  were  sufficient  materials  for  an  interesting  me- 

.    mpir  of  his  life,  which  his  friends  proposed  to  publish, 

and  from  which  I  intended  to  select  a  biographical  sketch 

of  his  character ;  but  this  tribute  of  respect,  which  was 

due  to  the  memory  of  an  eminent  and  worthy  minister 

.    of  the  gospel,  has  ncvet  been  paid. 


James  Fdwier  was  long  a  very  useful  and  distiiifguisfaed  *  . 
minister  aiqoDg  the  churches  in  this  region.  What  Ut« 
tie  I  have  learnt  of  his  history  is  as  follows  :  Some  time 
,  before  the  Bethel  Association  was  formed,  he,  with  two 
other  men  who  were  brothers,  by  the  name  of  Rogers, 
were  together  pursuing  the  same  occupation,  in  a  situa* 
tion  remote  from  any  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  They, 
were  brought  up  Presbyterians,  and  emigrated  hither  from 
some  one  of  the  northern  •  States.  Their  minds  were 
awakened  to  religious  concerns ;  and,  regardless  of  the 
traditions  of  their  fathers,  they  took  the  Bible  for  their 
creed,  and  from  it  they,  according  to  the  best  of  their  \  • 
understanding,  formed  a  religious  system  of  their  own^ 
They  at  length  heard  of  a  Baptist  preacher,  who  lived 
about  20  or  SO  miles  from  them,  and  to  him  they  dde-  , ;  * 
gated  one  of  their  number,  to  see  how  far  his  religious 
tenets  and  theirs  would  agree.  When  the  messenger 
returned,  he  informed  them,  that  the  minbter's  princi^ 
pies  and  theirs  were  exactly  alike,  and  that  he  had  a 
large  diorch  of  the  same  mind.  Having  thus  found  a 
.  pecple  with  whom  they  were  agreed,  and  with  whom 
they  could  associate  for  the  communion  of  saints,  they 
immediately  repaired  to  them,  were  baptized,  and  ad-  > 
QUtted  into  their  community.  Returning  home,  they 
soon  set  up  little  meetings  where  they  lived,  in  which 
Fowler  was  generally  put  forward.  In  this  way  he  be^ 
gan  his  labours,  and  soon  became  an  eminent  minister 
of  the  gospel  o(  Christ,  and  finished  his  course  with  joy 
in  February,  1 802,  being  about  60  years  of  age»  He  was 
jSmeratty  the  Moderator  of  the  Bethel  Assodation,  and 
was,  for  many  years,  one  of  the  principal  ministers  in 
that  body. 

.    » 

BROAD  RIV£R  ASSOCIATION. 

In  the  year  1800,  the  bounds  of  the  Bethel  Associa^ 
tion  having  become  very  extennve,  the  fourteen  follow-  ; 
ing  churches,  situated  in  the  north-west  corner  of  this 
State,  and  in  the  adjoining  parts  of  North-Carolina,  viz. 
Tiger  River,  Boiling  Spring,  Green  Creek,  Goucher 
Creek,  Sandy  Run,  Buffaloe,  Green  River,  Cedar  Spring, 
French  Broad,  Mountain  Creek,  Bill's  Creek,  State  Line, 
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Buck  Creek,  and  Long  Creek,  in  answer  to  their  re-, 
quest,  were  dismissed,  vdth  permission  to  form  an  As- 
sociation by  themsehres.  They  were  organized  shortly 
after,  when  the  abov««memioiied  name  was  given  to 
it,  with  reference  to  the  river  on  both  sides  c^  whicb 
•the  churches  are  situated.  The  Broad  River  rises  in 
the  mountains,  and  unites  with  the  Saluda  in  forming 
the  Congaree,  which  is  the  iqain  branch  of  the  Great 
Santee* 

'  This  AssodatioD  experienced  very  great  enhrgements 
aoon  after  it  was  formed.  In  the  spring  of  }  802,  the 
powerful  work  which  prevailed  at  that  time  throughout 
tbh  country,  began  to  be  experienced  by  the  churches  in 
this  body,  and  continued  more  or  less  for  three  succes«> 
stve  years,  in  which  the  Broad  River  Assodation  receiv- 
ed an  adc^ion  by  baptism  of  1 29&  members,  which  in^ 
creased  the  whole  number  to  upwards  of  2000.  But  by 
diferent  means  k  has  been  greatly  diminished  since  that 
.  period,  notwithstanding  large  additions  have  at  different 
times  been  made  to  the  churches*  Great  numbers  have 
removed  beyond  the  mjoumtains,  to  the  western  States 
and  territories  j  and  in  the  course  of  five  years,  viz.  from 
1 80S  to  1808,  there  were  excommunicated  from  the 
diurehes-in  this  Association  285  persons  ;  which' circum- 
stance proves  that  they  received  much  chaff  with  the  prec- 
iousgp-aiii,  as  is  too  often  the  casein  such  great  ingather- 
ings ;  it  also  proves  that  they  have  used  a  commendable 
degree  of  diUgence  in  winnowing  it  out,  when  it  was 
<fi$covered.  A  number  of  preachers  were  raised  up  in 
the  time  of  the  great  revival,  most  of  whom  continue  to 
be  successftil  labourers  in  this  part  of  the  Lord^s  vineyard. 
Most  of  the  churches  in  this  Association  are  in  the 
ndghbourhood  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  none  of  them  are 
far  distant  from  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  back  coun- 
try.  Those  of  Sandy  Run,  Green  River,  Mountain  Creek, 
Bui's  Creek,  Silver  Creek,  north  of  Catawba  River,  Prov- 
idence, Concord,  and  Smyrna,  are  in  the  counties  of 
Rutherford,  Burk,  and  Lincoln,  in  North-Carolina. 
Those  in  South-Carolina  are  in  the  districts  of  Green« 
viHe,  Spartanborough,  Union,  and  York. 
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8AI-UDA   ASSOCIATION. 


This  also  originated  from  the  Bethel  Association.    In 
1 802,  the  nine  following  churches,  viz.  Big  Creek,  Fork 
Shoal,   Brushy  Creek,   Cross  Road,   Sciona,   Keowee,  " 
Woolyray ,  Middle  Fork  of  Saluda,  and  Shoal  churchy  • 
.    were  dismissed  from  that  body.     The  churches  of  Eben- 
ezer,  Shackley  Ferry,  Bethuel,  Cathie's  Creek,  Neal'jj  '• 
Creek,  Salem,  Hopewell,  and  Wilson's  Creek,  which  had     - 
never  belonged  to  any  Association,  united  with  tho9e 
$bove»named  in  forming  the  Association,  whose  history    ; 
we  are  now  relating,  which  was  organized  in  iBOd.*    * 
This  body  is  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  State,  and 
like  the  Broad  River  e^ttends  to  the  mountains. 

Rev.  Elnathan  Davis,  a  native  of  Maryland,  of  whom  '^. 
we  have  given  some  account  in  the  biography  of  Shubad 
Stearns,  was  one  of  the  principal  ministers  in  -this  Asso^  .  '/ 
.elation,  and  continues,  in  his  old  age,  to  be  esteemed  a  V 
father  in  the  churches,  having  been  a  successful  preacher  ^ . 
of  the  gospel  about  fifty  years. 

Rev.  Moses  Holland  is  also  an  old  and  respectable  "] 
preacher,  and  was  oiie  of  the  constituents  of  the  com«r' 
,  munity. 

The  churches  which  compose  this   Association  are  ... 
mostly  in  the  districts  of  Grefenville,  Abbyville,   and    . 
Pendleton,  on  both  sides  of  the  Saluda  Riv^r,  from  which . 
it  received  its  name* 
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2DOEFIELD   ASSOCIATION. 

This  is  another  flourishing  establishment,  from  that 
fruitful  mother  of  churches,  the  Bethel  Association.  It 
was  formed  in  1 808,  when  it  was  called  Beulab  ;  but  the 
next  year  its  name  was  exchanged  for  that  of  the  diSi* 
ttict  in  which  most  of  the  churches  are  situated,  which 
jinns  the  Savannah  River,  and  is  opposite  Augusta  m- 
Georgia.  Of  this  body  we  are  able  to  give  only  a  short 
but  {masing  account ;  for  soon  after  it  was  formed,  a 
happy  revival  commenced,  which  became  very  powerful 
and  extensive ;  and  in  the  course  of  about  eighteen 
months,  about  fourteen  hundred  persons  were  baptised. 
In  the  course  of  this  reviv^il,  Samuel  M^rsh,  one^«)|exr 
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pincipi&l  ministers,  baptized  in  two  churches  about  five 
Lundred  of  this  number. 

A  pleasant  anecdote  is  related  of  one  of  the  conirerts 
in  this  revival,  which  it  may  not  be  improper  h^e  td 

insert.     A  Mr.  F ,  who  had  been  famous  for  hi- 

.larity  and  worldly  amusement,  was  taken  under  concern 
of  mind.  His  associates  were  very  unwilling  to  give 
bim  up,  and  tried  various  methods  to  divert  his  atten- 
tion from  what  they  esteemed  a  needless  anxiety,  and 
draw  him  again  into  his  former  vain  and  sinful  pursuits  ; 
but  all  their  efibrts  proved  ineffectual.  At  length  they 
contrived  a  shooting-match ;  and  as  Mr.  F  valued 
himself  on  his  skill  with  the  rifle,  they  laid  a  considerable 
wager  against  him,  and  doubted  not  but  their  plan  woukl 
succeed.  Two  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  has  since  been 
a  member  of  Congress,  waited  on  him  with  much  gravi* 
ty,  and  explained  to  him  the  object  of  their  visit.  He 
saw  at  once  through  their  design  ;  he  hesitated  at  first, 
but  on  the  whole  manifested  a  willingness  to  exert  his 
skill,  provided  they  would  let  him  use  his  own  rifle,  and 
load  it  himself.  This  request  they  declared  was  alto- 
eether  reasonable,  and  seemed  much  pleased  that  they 
bad  obtained  his  consent.  Mr.  F  ■  ■  then  stepped  up  to 
his  book-case  and  took  down  his  Bible ;  ^^  This  (said  he) 
is  my  rifle.''  And,  turning  to  Acts  xiii.  10,  he  handed 
his  Bible  to  one  of  the  men,  and  said, "  There  is  my  load/' 
The  astonished  gentleman  read  as  follows :  0  Jidl  cf 
all  subtiky  and  mischiefs  thou  child  of  the  devil j  thou  enemy 
ef  all  righteousness  !  wilt  thou  not  cease  to  pervert  the  right 
ways  of  the  Lord?  He  immediately  hung  his  head,  and 
settled  down,  as  if  shot  indeed.  Conviction  from  that 
time  fastened  on  his  mind  ;  his  brother,  also,  and  both 
of  their  wives  were  convicted,  and  in  a  short  time 
were  hopefully  converted,  and  united  with  the  tempted 
but  faithful  man  in  a  religious  profession.  This  was 
called  F'        *s  buck4oad. 

History  of  the  General  Baptists  in  Soutb»Carolina^  from  their 
Commencement  until  they  became  extinct. 

There  was  never  but  one  society  of  this  people  in  this 
State.  Some  sketches  of  their  history  have  been  given 
in  the  account  of  the  Charleston  church.    They  ori^ 
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nated  tbotit  ITSS^  wheq  sfivisral  membtrs  of  thd  Charles- 
ton church  withdrew  from  that  ancient  body,  and  em- 
br^c^d  the  Sentiments  of  the  General  Bapti9t&  WiUiam 
£llip.t»jun.  was  the  leader  of  tlii^  separation.  He  ap- 
^arjs  to  bavQ  beep  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence.  Soon 
after,  these  people  had  withdrawn,  they  sent  to  Endand 
for  a  mini3ter,  and  obtained  a  Mr.  Robert  Ingrabaou 
In  1739*  they  were  organized  into  2^ church.;  the  constitu- 
ent? were  Rev.  Robert  Ingraham,  WilHam  EUiot,  WiU 
Iwtl  EUiot,  jun*  Thomas  EUiot,  Jpseph  EUiot,  Bernard 
ElUot^  Frances  ElUot,  Eli?iabeth  EUiot,  Henry  Toomer; 
jMary  toomer,  Mary  Toon9er,jun.  Itichard  Butler,  Josh*- 
Mi.  Toomer,  George  TiAdpoi,  John  Oifford,  Thomas 
Tow,  Thomd9  Ds^yisf,  Dorothy  Jones,  Ann  Bonneau,  Am- 
orintba  Farr,  and  Ann  Chid^ly. 

The  seat^of  thi^.  church  was  at  Stono,  about  16  miles 
SomthTWest  from  Charleston,  where  they  had  a  meeting- 
houise  aibd  sctm^.  temporalities.  They  also  c&tmed,  for 
a  .white*  a.  part  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  churdk 
froyp  tvhiQh  tbey  separat(id,  ais  has  been  before  related. 
This  church  flourished  considerably  for  a  time,  and  had 
foibe  able  mini^terb  for  its  pastors.  But  after  existing 
abwt.^  years,  it  became  entirely  extinct;  a&d  the  tem- 
poralities, which  it  possessed  to  a  considerable  a^ount^ 
which  wef e  bestowed  upon  it  mostly  by  the  EUiots,  after 
svlSerfng  many  dimidutioos,  were  converted  to  private 
use. 

R^y-  itoibert  Ingraham,  their  first  minister,  ^fras  a  da- 
tivA  qI  jinootJnshire,  !&ngland,  but  came  hitker  directly 
fron\  Farhhatn,  neiiF  liondon.  He  was  pastor  of  the 
chbrch  Wit  a  short  time,^  for  he  died  in  17S8» 

Rev.  Henry  Haywood  was  his  successor.  He  arrived 
hither  from  Fartiham  in  1789,  and  soon  after  was  in* 
ve$^ed  with  th<^  pastoral  care  Of  the  church,  in  which  he 
jCQ9tij{KU0d  until  fajs  de^th,  which  happened  in  1755.  His 
character  is  that  of  a  scholar,  bAt  an  oddity  in  person 
and  conduct.  Mr.  Whi^ton  speaks  handsomely  of  him  ; 
ImtDr.  C^ill  v6ry  Indifferently.  He  translated  into  English 
Dr.  Whitby's  Treatise  on  OrigiDai  Sui ;  and  prepared  for 
itopr^i^  a  pretty  Urge  volume,  ia  defence  of  the  Apostol- 
iai  )CQ|istitutiop)s<i  He  published  a  defence  of  Dr.  Whitby 
a^givi^t  Dn  GjiH ;  dso  a  citedllism»  which  he  dedicated 
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Id  three  ladks,  but  saw  htin)|el£  neglietted  )iy  thfiAief 
one  Qf  tbem,  when  on  het  4eath«bed  ;  for  she  th^i  itixt 
for  Rev.  CHiver  Hart,  to  assist  her  in  thlit  ^rious  situa« 
tton.  Mr.  Hart  waited  on  her,  and  moved  that  her  own 
minister  might  t)e  sent  for  ^  abe  relied,  ^^Mr^  Hay  wood 
is  a  good  companion  for  the  living,  but  he  ii  not  fit  to 
die  by,  fdt  he  thinks  but  little  oif  Jesus  Christ/' 

Rev.  Daniel  Wheeler  was  the  next  in  office  hqt^.  He 
was  a  native  of  Calne,  in  Wiltshire,  Engknd  ;  arrived 
in  Cfaarlesconin  1757,  and  after  serving  the  church  aboitt 
ten  years,  diqd  in  17t>7,in  the  6)styear  of  hlsaj^e.  ;A!U 
that  is  said  of  him  is,  that  be  was  •esteeQied  'a  pious  and 
honest  man. 

The  fourth  and  last  pastor  of  this  church,  vn%  ^Rer, 
Caleb  Evans,  A.  M.  He  was  born  in  174*9,  in  the^ri^h 
of  Lanafonfowir,  in  the  county  of  Brecknock,  ^aldsi 
received  his  education  at  Aberdeen,  in  Scotland ;  arrtluea 
sn  Ciiarteiton  in  1768,  and  died  in  ]77i.  A'boUt  the 
time  of  Mr.  Evans's  death,  this  church  (k)«^li^tfed()f  but 
ei^t  members ;  part  of  them  resided  at  Stono^  afld  the 
others  in  Charleston  :  it  continued  in  a  d^clihillg  ^ay 
for  a  few  years  after,  and  th^n  became  e:Kthict. 

From  the  preceding  history  it  appeari;^  that  for  it^tire 
khan  a  httodred  years  the  ^ptists  have  held  a  i^specta* 
ble  standing  in  South-Carolina^  and  that  kfa^y  have  iiv 
creased  with  great  ripidity  within  about  t^Venty  or  thifw 
ty  years  past.    This  great  ihcrease  his  bei^n  mostly  in 
the  piiddle  and  upper  regions  of  the  State,  whie&  were 
formerly  immoral  and  irreligious  to  a  proverb*    The 
prevalence  of  religion  ba&  had  a  very  pliBbsliig  ^sfiett  in 
moralizing,  and^  uldiQed,  in  humaniung  |he  mtfnnbfs  of 
the  peo{de.    Mbsi:  df  the  &knous  race-groUnds  lit6',^<)W 
desorted,  ind  the  barbarous  sjiiofts,  t(4)kh  were  'Once 
very  cotnmob^  are  now  but  little  kti6i9^.  •  The  author 
liaviog  previbudy  heard  so  many  reports  to  the  disadv{in- 
tage  of  the  people,  in  whkt  are  called  the  back  tc^utrids 
in  this'and  the  adjoining  States,  eiltered  those  t>^  with 
some  unpleasant  apprehensions.    He  ei^pected  jto  ^tlti 
many  saints  to  befriend  him,  but  he  was  tektMkk  meet- 
ing with  some  heedkis  sinners  «^ho  tnight  itiol^st  ^him. 
But  he  has  the  pleasure  of  declaring,  that  -  he  was  most 
agreeably  disappointed  in  the  general  manners  of  the 
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people,  and  was  treated  by  all  classes  with  much  civility 
and  hospitality.  There  are,  it  must  bie  confessed^  the 
r^pn^as  of  that  class  of  people,  who  gave  this  country 
such  a  bad  pame,  who  occasionally  commit  acts  of  vio^ 
lence  and  outrage,  but  they  are  generally  among  them« 
selves,  and  not  on  strangers  or  sober  people. 

'f'his  reformation  iq  manners,  so  much  to  the  credit 
and  happiness  of  the  people  in  this  country,  must  not  be 
ascribed  wholly  to  the  exertions  of  the  Baptists ;  for  the 
iPresbyterians  and  Methodists  are  entitled  to  a  respectful 
share }  and  to  the  powerful  and  salutary  grace  of  God 
belongs  all  the  praise. 

The  great  revival  in  this  country,  soon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  century,  has  often  been  refer- 
red to  in  the  preceding  narrative/  We  should  be  please 
^  to  give  a  more  particular  account  of  it  than  we  have 
hitherto  done,  or  than  we,  for  the  want  of  materials,  are 
able  to  do.  The  mq^t  we  can  s^y  is,  that  between  the 
years  iSQOand  }  8Q3,  there  w^i'^  niost  surprising  move- 
ments of  a  religious  nature  on  the  minds  of  the  people 
in  Sofith-Carolina }  and  notwithstanding  the  manifest 
enthusiasm  of  many,  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep 
gathered  intq  h|s  fold  a  large  and  previous  number  of 
Adam'^s  ruined  family.  Of  these,  between  three  and 
four  thousand  Joined  the  churches  belonging  to  the  Beth? 
el  and  Broad  River  Associations.  Large  numbers  were, 
iat  the  same  time,  added  to  the  Methodist  and  FresbytCi. 
lian  churches. 

Camp  meetings,  during  these  refreshing  seasons,  were 
often  held  iq  the  middle  and  upper  regions  of  the  State, 
which  wore  promoted  mostly  by  th^  Methodists  and 
Presbyterians*  Many  of  the  Baptists,  however,  attend* 
ed  them,  and  united  with  their  bi^ethren  of  pthex  denom^ 
anations,  sp  far  ?s  they  could  consistently  with  their  prin- 
dples.  They  also  held  meetings  of  a  similar  nature 
among  themselves,  so  long  as  the  necessity  for  them  con^ 
tinned ;  and  when  that  cesised,  they  returned,  to  their 
ysual  places  of  worship. 

The  two  following^  letters  will  give  the  reader  a  view 
pf  the  manner  iii  wmch  the  meetmgs  above-mentioned 
^^re  cond4ct«4^ 
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The  following  is  an  Extract  cf  a  Letter,  written  by  Rev.  Da- 
vid  Lillys  dated  Aug.  23,  1802,  to  the  Editor  of  the  Geor^ 
pa  Analytical  Repository  ^  and  from  the  3d  Number  of  that 
Work  it  is  now  transcribed. 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  transmit  to  you  good 
tidings.  A  great  work  of  God  is  going  on  in  the  upper 
parts  of  this  State.  Multitudes  are  made  to  cry  out, 
•*  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ?"  A  few  days  ago,  I  re- 
turned from  our  Association.  We  have  had  a  truly  re- 
freshing season.  A  vast  concourse  of  people  assembled 
on  Saturday,  and  considerable  appearances  of  solemnity 
soon  took  place  ;  but  no  uncommon  effect  till  Sunday 
lateen  the  evening.  Then  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  mani* 
fest  his  power  to  many  hearts.  Numbers  were  power- 
fully exercised  through  the  whole  night,  and  some  were 
thrown  to  the  ground. 

"  On  Monday  the  work  increased.  The  hearts  of 
many  were  made  to  melt ;  and  several  men,  noted  for 
their  impiety,  were  stricken  and  lay  among  the  prostrated 
I  must  acknowledge  it  was  a  memorable  time  with  my 
^oul ;  the  like  I  had  not  felt  for  many  years  before.  In 
general,  the  people  were  Qiuch  engaged  through  the 

Sreater  part  of  Monday  night.  Before  sun-rise,  on  Tues- 
ay  morning,  the  sacred  flame  began  to  burn  afresh  ; 
several,  who  had  been  before  unaffected,  came  to  the 
earth.  The  Association  rose  about  S  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  and  such  a  degree  of  brotherly  affection  as 
appeared  among  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the 
churches,  I  scarcely  ever  saw*  It  was  enough  to  melt 
the  heart  of  the  greatest  infidel  living.  So  very  ia» 
tent  were  the  people  to  hear,  that  they  petitioned  for 
preaching,  after  business  was  finished  ;  and  some  of  the 
ministers  continued  with  them,  in  constant  exercise,  till 
midnight.  During  this  time,  the  work  appeared  to  in- 
crease.  About  twenty  persons  came  to  the  ground,  sev- 
eral of  whom  were  lusty  strong  men  ;  and  many  more 
were  made  to  pray  heartily  to  God.  Among  the  number 
very  deeply  affected,  were  several  oflicers  of  considerable 
fpnk,   and  others    of  equal  respectability.    Be  assur- 
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ed,   my  brother,  the  Lotd  is   doing  great  things  for 
hb  people  in  this  country. 

^'  The  hearts  of  sinners  melt  before  the  word  df  truth, 
like  wax  before  the  sun.  Infidelity  is  almost  adiamed  to 
show-  its  head.  Several  deists  have  been  conatrained, 
under  a  sense  of  their  lost  condition,  to  cry  out  aloud  for 
mercy.  A  few,  even  of  those  who  attributed  the  effects 
produced  among  us  to  infernal  agency,  have  been  reached, 
and  overcome  by  an  influence,  which  they  now  acknowU 
e4ge  to  be  divine. 

^^  The  work  under  the  preaching  of  the  Presbyterian 
ministers,  is, going  on  rapidly  indeed,  and  has  already  exr 
fended  northwardly  into  Virginia  and  through  the  upper 
<^ountry  southwardly  to  Georgia*  The  clergy  of  all  dew 
nominations,  join  hand  and  heart,  in  the  common  cause  of 
Christianity.  In  some  of  the  churches  of  our  Association 
here,  the  great  revival  is  but  just  beginning }  in  othelrs  it 
rapidly  increases. 

^^  Among  the  most  successful  of  our  tninisters  in  this 
work,  are  the  brethren  Slackleford,  Palmer,  Holland^ 
Clayton,  and  Greer.  Besides  their  churches  flourishing 
to  a  degree  that  exceeds  all  former,  experience,  there  are 
several  others  whe):e  the  work  is  almost  as  great ;  and 
very  few  without  some  promising  appearances.  Ministei:S 
preach  day  and  night ;  and  when  they  make  no  appoint- 
ments, are  surrounded  by  distressed  souk.  The^se  are 
daily  obtaining  the  most  satisfactory  sense  of  peace  witl^ 
God,  and  pardon  through  the  blood  of  Christ.  After  be- 
lieving, they  openly  profess  their  faith^^  and  crowd  into  our 
churches. 

"  A  few  weeks  past,  Mr.  Slackleford  baptized  thirty- 
six  at  one  time.  Two  of  those  were  little  girls  \  one  y^^ 
twelve,  and  the  other  but  ten  years  old,  yet  they  both  gave 
satisfactory  evidence  of  a  gracious  change.  With  tb^  I 
jnust  mention  two  lads,  but  little, past  those  ages^  and  sev- 
eral young  ladies  of  nearly  the  first  respectability  in  the 
back  country,  who  were  not  ashamed  to  follow  Christ 
through  the  liquid  grave.  On  this  occasion,  it  was  sup- 
posed, that  there  were  no  less  than  two  thousand  persons 
present ;  a  third  of  whom,,  at  least,  were  in  tears  at  the  same 
moment  of  time.  Crowds  came  up  to  the  ministers  to  be 
prayed  for,  and  jnany  fell  helpless  on  the  ground.     This 
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took  pbM  at  WQodmff'9  meettng^house,  in  the  dbtr kt 
of  Spartanburgh*  The  numb^  bapti^d  in  our  Asaocia^ 
tian»  since  last  year,  is  seven  hundred  and  three. 
^  ^  God  has  greatly  magnified,  and  is  marvellously  mag» 
nifying  his  word.  In  some  way  and  degree  or  othcr^  aU 
most  every  one  seems  to  feel  and  acknowledge  its  power« 
My  poor  soul,  some  time  ago  much  dejected  and  bowed 
down,  is  now  rejoicing  in  God  my  Saviour.  At  this  in^ 
stant  my  eyes  overflow  with  tears  of  gratitude  and  joy^ 
while  the  flame  of  divine  love  burns  in  my  heart. 

Youi^s,  &c  D.  L.*' 

j1  Later  from  Dr.  Furma/i  of  Cbarkstm^  to  Dr.  Rippgn  of 

London. 

CbarlestoHy  lUb  Aug.  1802. 
**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir^ 

'*  Having  promised  you  some  information  respecting 
the  extraordinary  meeting  at  the  Waxhaws,  to  which  I 
purposed  going  at  the  time  I  wrote  in  May,  and  having 
accordingly  attended  it,  I  now  sit  down  to  perform  my 
pronuse. 

**  It  was  appointed  by  the  Presbyterian  clergy  in  that 
part  oi  the  country,  but  clergymen  of  other  denominai 
tions  were  invited  to  it ;  and  it  Was  proposed  to  be  con«* 
ducted  on  the  same  principles  and  plan  with  tliose  held 
in  Kentucky*  The  place  of  meeting  is  about  1 70  miles 
from  Charleston,  in  the  midst  of  a  large  settlement  o£ 
Presbyterians,  but  not  far  distant  from  some  congrega<« 
tions  of  Baptists  and  Methodists.  This  Presbyterian 
eongregation  b  one  of  the  first  which  were  formed  in 
the  upper  parts  of  this  State  ;  has  for  its  pastor  a  Mr. 
Brown,  who  is  a  respectable  character  ;  and  is  furnished 
with  a  commodious  place  of  worship.  But  as  the  place 
of  worship  would  not  be  in  any  wise  equal  to  the  num«^ 
hers  expected,  a  place  was '  chosen  in  the  forest  for  an 
eticampment.  The  numbers  which  assembled  from  va* 
rious  parts  of  the  country,  formed  a  very  large  congrega^ 
tion,  the  amount  of  which  has  been  variously  estimated  ; 
to  me  there  appeared  to  be  3000,  or  perhaps  4000  per- 
sons ;  but  some  supposed  there  were  70CX>or  8000.  My 
information  respecting  the  number  of  ministers  who  at« 
tended,  was  probably  not  correct ;  but  from  what  I  pb- 
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served,'  and  collected  from  others,  there  were  1 1  Presl^^ 
terians,  4  Baptists,  and  3  Methodists.  The  encampment 
was  laid  out  in  an  oblong  form,  extending  from  the  top 
of  a  hiU  down  the  south  side  of  it,  toward  a  stream  of 
water,  which  ran  at  the  bottom  in  an  eastern  direction, 
including  a  vacant  space  of  about  SOO  yards  in  length 
and  1 50  in  breadth.  Lines  of  tents  were  erected  on  ev- 
ery side  of  this  space ;  and  between  them,  and  behind, 
were  the  waggons  and  riding  carriages  placed ;  the  space 
itself  being  reserved  for  the  assemUing  of  the  congrega* 
tioh,  or  congregations  rather,  to  attend  publick  worship. 
Two  stands  were  fixed  on  for  this  purpose  :  at  the  one, 
a  stage  was  erected  under  some  lofty  trees,  which  afford* 
ed  an  ample  shade ;  at  the  other,  which  was  not  so 
well  provided  with  shade,  a  waggon  was  placed  for  the 
rostrum. 

*^*  The  publick  service  began  on  Friday  afternoon,  the 
8 1st  of  May,  with  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  M^Corkel, 
of  the  Presbyterian  church ;  alter  which,  the  congrega- 
tion .  was  dbmissed :  but  at  the  same  time  the  hearers 
were  informed,  that  they  would  be  visited  at  their  tents, 
and  exhorted  by  the  ministers,  during  the  course  of 
the  evening.  To  this  information  an  exhortation  was 
added,  that  they  would  improve  the  time  in  religious 
conversation,,  earnest  prayer,  and  singing  the  praises  of 
God.  This  mode  of  improving  the  time,  both  by  the 
ministers  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  hearers,  was  strict- 
ly adhered  to :  not  only  were  exhortations  given,  b^t 
many  sermons  also  were  preached  along  the  lines  in  the 
evening ;  and  the  exercises  continued,  by  the  ministers 
in  general,  till  midnight ;  and  by  the  Methodist  minis- 
ters, among  their  adherents,  nearly  or  quite  all  the  night. 

^'  On  Saturday  morning,  the  ministers  assembled,  after 
an  early  breakfast,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange 
the  services  for  that  day  and  the  two  ibllowing.  Ihe 
committee  consisted  wholly  of  Presbyterian  minist^s. 
They  soon  performed  the  work  of  their  appointment^ 
and  assigned  the  several  ministers  present  their  respec- 
tive parts  of  the  service.  By  this  arrangement,  two  piih- 
lick  services  were  appointed  at  each  stand  for  that  day ; 
three  for  the  Sabbath,  together  with  the  administraticm 
of  the  communion,  at  a  place  a  little  distant  from  the  en* 


wmpment  \  and  two  at  each  stand  again  for  Monday« 
The  intervals,  and  evenings  in  particular,  to  be  improved 
in  the  same  'manner  as  on  the  former  day.  Neces- 
sary business  calling  me  away  on  Sunday  eveoingt  I  did 
not  see  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting.  This^  however, 
I  can  say,  it  was  conducted  with  niuch  solemnity,  while 
1  wa^  at  it ;  and  the  engagedness  of  the  people  appeared 
to  be  great.  Many  seemed  to  be  seriously  concerned  for 
the  salvation  of  their  souls  ;  and  the  preaching  and  ex-^ 
hortations  of  the  ministers  in  general  were  well  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  right  sentiments,  and  make  right  impres« 
sions.  In  the  intervals  of  publick  worship,  the  voice  of 
praise  was  heard  among  the  twts  in  every  direction,  and 
frequently  that  of  prayer  by  private  Christians.  The 
<!ommunion  service  was  performed  with  much  apparent 

•  devotion,  while  I  attended,  which  was  at  the  serving  of 
the  first  table.    The  Presbyterians  and  Methodists  sat 

.  down  together  ;  but  the  Baptists,  on  the  principle 
which  has  generally  governed  them  on  this  subject,  ab^* 
stained.  Several  persons  suffered  at  this  meeting  those 
bodily  affections,  which  have  been  before  experienced  at 

*  ^  Kentucky,  North-Carolina,  and  at  other  places,  where 

*  the  extraordinary  revivals  in  religion  within  this  year 
^  or  two  have  taken  place.  Some  of  them  fell  instantane* 
'  ously,  as  though  struck  with  lightning,  and  continued,  in- 
sensible for  a  length  of  time  ^  others  were  more  mildly 
affected,  and  soon  recovered  their  bodily  strength,  with 
a  proper  command  of  their  mental  powers.  Deep  con- 
viction for'sin,  and  apprehension  of  the  wrath^of  God, 
Was  professed  by  the  chief  of  then\  at  first ;  and  several 
of  them  afterwards  appeared  to  have  a  joyful  sense  of  par- 

,  doning  mercy  through  a  Redeemer.  Others  continued 
under  a  sense  of  condemnation,  after  those  extraordinary 
bcxiily  affections  ceased ;  and  some  from  the  first,  ap- 
peared to  be  more  affected  with  the  greatness  and  good^ 
ness  of  God,  and  with  the  love  of  Christ,  than  with  apr 
prehensions  of  diviqe  wrath.  In  a  few  cases  there  wer6 
mifications,  as  I  conceived,  of  enthusiasm,  and  even  srf-  * 
fectation  ;  but  in  others  a  strpng  evidefice  of  supernat- 
ural power  and  gracious  influence. !  Several  received  the 
impression  in  their  tents  \  others  in  a  still  more  retired 
^tuation,  quite  withdrawn  from  company  j  soine>  whQ 
VOL.  2.  • '  22  *  '  * 
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had  been  to  that  tnoment  in  opposition  to  what  was 
thus  going  oh,  under  the  character  of  the  work  of  God'; 
and  others,  who  had  been  till  then  careless.  The  num« 
ber  of  persons  thus  affected,  while  I  was  present,  waa 
not  great  in  proportion  to  the  multitude  attending,  I 
have,  indeed,  been  informed  several  more  were  affected 
the  evening  after  I  came  away,  and  the  next  day  j  but 
in  all,  they  could  not  be  equal  to  the  proportional  num- 
bers which  were  thus  affected  at  some  other  meetings, 
especially  in  Kentucky.  Several,  indeed  a  very  consider- 
able number,  had  gone  70  or  80  miles  from  the  lower 
parts  of  this  State  to  attend  this  meeting  j  of  these,  a  pret- 
ty large  proportion  came  under  the  above  described  iii> 
pressions ;  and  ^ince  their  return  to  their  houses,  an  extra- 
ordinary revival  has  taken  place  in  the  congregations  td 
which  they  belong.  It  has  spread  also  across  the  upper 
parts  of  this  State,  in  a  western  direction.  There  are 
some  favourable  appearances  in  several  of  the  Baptist 
churches ;  but  my  accounts  of  them  are  not  particular 
enough  to  be  transmitted.  Taking  it  for  granted,  that 
you  have  seen  the  publication  entitled  *'  Surprizuig  Ac- 
counts,^' by  Woodward,  of  Philadelphia,  containing,  the  • 
accounts  of  revivals  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  North- 
Carolina,  I  therefore  say  nothing  of  them ;  but  only, . 
that  the  work  in  North- Carolina  increases  greatly ;  op- 
position however  is  made  by  many  ;  and  I  am  informed 
that  the  congregation,  of  which  I  have  been  writing 
so  much,  (that  at  the  Waxhaws)  is  likely  to  be  divided 
on  acccmnt  of  it ;  and  that  Mr«  Brown  has  been  shut 
out  of  the  place  of  worship  since  the  meeting  was  held 
there,  by  some,  I  suppose  a  majoritv,  of  his  elders  and 
adherents.  A  particular  reason  of ,  the  offence  taken  by  ' 
them,  as  I  have  understood,  was  the  practice  of  commun- 
ing with  the  Methodists.*  Having  mentioned  this  de- 
nomination frequently,  I  think  it  proper  to  say,  that  it 
is  that  class  of  Methodists  who  are  followers  of  Mr.  Wes- 
ley, which  is  intended ;  few  of  the  followers  of  Mr.  White- 
'  field  are  to  be  found  in  the  United  States,  not  at  least;^ 
as  congregations.  These  general  meetings  have  a  great 
tendency  to  excite  the  attention,  and  engage  it  to  relig- 
ion.  Were  there  no  other  argument  in  their  favour,  this 
albhe  ttrould  carry.. great  weight  with  a  reflecting  mind; 
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but  there  ;ure  many  more  which  may  be  urged*  At 
the  same  time,  it  mu$t  be  conce;ded  that  there  are  $ome 
incidental  evils  which  attend  them,  and  give  pain  to  one 
who  feels  a  just  re^rd  for  religion.  Men  qf  afn  enthu« 
siastick  disposition  have  ^  favourable  opportunity  at 
them  of  diffusing  their  spirit,  and'  they  do  not  faU  to 
improve  the  opportunity  for  this  purpose ;  and  the  too 
free  iptercourse  between  the  sexes  in  such  an  encamp* 
ment  is  unfavourable.  Hpwever,  1  hope  the  direct  good 
obtained  J[rom  these  meetings  will  much  mpre  than  c6un- 
terbalance  the  incidental  evih 

"  I  am,  reverend  and  dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant 
in  the  gospel,  RICHARt)  FURMAN," 

Most  of  the  6rst  settlers  of  SouthrCarolina  were  mem- 

*  oers  of  the  Church  of  England ;  Episcopacy  of  course 
became  the  established  religion  of  the  ProxHnce,  and  re* 
mained  so  until  after  the  American  war,  when,  by  the 
State  Constitution,  all  denominations  were  placed  on  a 
level  as  it  respects  the  favours  of  government,  Durmg 
the  Provincial  government,  dissenting  ministers  were 
npt  permitted  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimpny ;  Wge 
glebe  lands  were  appropriated  for  tWbenjefitpifthiB^cler. 
gy,  which  the  society  still  hold,  and  the  money  to  buil4 
their  churches  was  drawn  from  the  publick  treasury* 

These  were  some  of  the  exclusive  privileges  which  the 
civil  government  conferred  on  the  Episcopal  establish- 
«  ment.     But  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Baptists  or  any 
'  dissenters  have  ever  been  much  molested  in  this  gov- 
ernment, either  by  corporal  punishments  or  those  per- 
'  plexing,  provoking,  and  rapapousVthings,  called  in  New- 

*  England  ministerial  taxes. 

Though  the  Baptists,  as  a  denomination,  have  never 
^suffered  much  persecution  in  a  legal  form,  yet  some  in- 
dividuals, and  especially  a  number  of  their  ministers, 
]\ave  suffered  from  the  in^iroper  interference  of  lifiwor* 
'  thy  magbtrates  and  unauthorized  and  bigotted  personu 
Morgan  Edwards  gives  the  following  account  of  fhe 
'  '  arbitrary  proceedings  of  a  magistrate  near  the  Cberaws 
pa  Pedee  River,  by  the  name  of  Alexander  Gordon,  wbm 
is  said  to  have  been  a  Presbyterian  :  "  One  Joseph  Cates^ 
held  a  meeting  in  h}$  neighbourhood.     His  worship  pre- 
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ttnilj  fetehed  the  aggressor  coram  nobis ^  and  got  three 
others  to  assist  hini  to  form  a  spiritual  court.  The 
preacher  was  then  asked,  *'  Who  gave  you  authority  to 

? reach  ?"  He  replied,  "  The  same  that  gave  the  apostle 
aul  wthority."  Upon  which,  his  worship  angrily  said, 
H^  blasphemeth  !  What  say  you,  gentlemen  V*  The 
gentlemen  were  of  his  mind,  and  the  Baptist  preacher 
was  severely  whipt.  The  thing  gave  great  offence  in  the 
neigbbourhiDod,  insomuch  that  his  worship  found  it  req- 
uisite to  pr<^gate  evil  reports  concerning  the  preacher's 
moral  character,  in  order  to  justify  the  action ;  for  per- 
secutors always  represent  the  persecuted  as  devils  rather 
than  men/' 

But  these  d^ys  of  rancour  and  opposition  are  paat« 
The  Baptists  are  now  a  large,  respectable,  and  indeed 
^powerful  bodyi  and  are  more  in  danger  of  being  afiected 
^0  th^r  disadvantage  by  prosperity  than  adversity.  The 
communicants  and  adherents  in  South-Carolina  are  esti- 
mated by  Dr.  FurniiiiQ  a|  upwards  of  70,000  souls,  whifb 
is  more  than  one-sixth  o^  the  population  of  the  whole 
^tate.  * 

The  Education  Fund  belonging  to  the  Charleston  Asi- 
tpciation,  with  Mr.  Roberts's  Academy,  and  the  funds 
which  have  been  collected  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  mission  to  the  Catawba  Indians,  will  be  noticed  un- 
0er  the  respective  heads  of  Literary  and  Missionary  affs^nf. 
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GEORGIA. 


Thb  first  settlements  in  Georgia  were  made  in  IISS. 
Mr.  Edwards  informs  us,  that  among  the  first  settlors 
were  some  Baptists,  particularly  William  Calvert  of  Lii>* 
colnshir^,  William  Slack  of  Ireland,  Thomas  Walker  of 
Northampton,  and  one  Folhill.'^  Calvert  and  Polhill 
were  preachers,  thpugh  not  ordainedt    But  the  Baptist 

*  PoUuU  was  the  grandfather  of  tlie  present  Thomas  Polhfll,  of  N^wington^ 
who  ^Tjiea  IDC,  tint  It  is  doubtful  in  hb  ihiod  whether  he  was  a  Baptut        ^ 
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interest  was  very  small  in  thts  Btate,  for  about  forty  years 
•  after  its  settlement;  There  were  but  four  churches  in' 
the  whole  province  when  Mr.  Edwards  visited  it,  about 
1772;  these  were  not  large,  and  most  of  them  were 
newly  formed.  But  a  little  before  this  period  the  zeal* 
ous  Separates  began  to  emigrate  hither :  great  success*^ 
attended  theit  labours  }*  many  churches  were  soon  raised 
up ;  and  from  their  ifitroduction  to  the  present  time,  the 
Ibiptist  cause  has  had  a  gradual,  and  in  many  in^ances 
a  rapid  prevalence  throughout  most  parts  of  the  State ;  so* 
that  Georgia  now  contams  more  of  our  denomination 
than  any  of  the  southern  States,  Virginia  excepted. 

Although  the  Baptists  in  Georgia  made  their  first  ap- 
pearance m  the  low  countries,  yet  they  never  had  much 
success  there,  until  Within  about  twenty  years  past ;  but  . 
they  have  been  numerous  in  the  upper  country  for  abouc 
forty  years,  which  makes  it  proper  that  we  should  relate 
their  history  first. 

The  Church  on  Kioka  Creek  is  the  oldest  in  Georgia ; 
it  belongs  to  the  Georgia  Assodation,  and  wq^  gathered 
by  that  famous  Baptist  minister,  Daniel  Marshall.  Thit 
church  was  organized  in  1 772 ;  it  is  situated  about  1 S 
njles  above  Augusta,  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  two  Kioka  Creeks,  which  empty 
into  the  Savannah  river  within  one  mile  of  each  other. 
Mr.  Daniel  Marshall's  name  has  been  often  mentioned 
in  the. preceding  part  of  our  history,  and  in  his  biog- 
raphy the  reader  may  find  his  character  more  fiiUy  delin- 
eated. After  sojourning  in  many  places  in  Virginia  and 
the  Carolinas,  he,  in  1 77 1 ,  removed  from  the  neighbour- 
ing part  of  South-Carolina,  and  settled  en  the  largest  of . 
the  Kioka  Creeks,  where  he  resided  to  the  close  of  his 
Useful  life.  It  will  be  remembered  by  the  reader,  that 
Mr.  Marshall  was  a  Separate  Baptist,  and  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal founders  of  that  extensive  community.  A  number 
of  his  brethren  had  removed  to  Georgia  before  him  ; 
some  he  found  in  the  neighbourhood  where  he  settled, 
and  others  were  scattered  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try }  and  this  dispersion  of  the  brethren  laid  thefounda? 
tion  for  a  number  of  churches,  which  were  raised  up 
not  long  afiten 
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.  The  Kioka  church  ha^.b^n  an  iinpprtiaQt  estabUshmen t, 
luvinK  been  the  nursery  of  a  num^r  oif  useful  ministers, 
an(l  the  mother  of  many  churche^.    S^piuel  Newton^ 
Abraham  Marshall,  Alje^nder  Scott,  Silas  Mercer,  Love- 
less Savage,  Thomas  Mercer,  Samuel  Cartlidge,  John 
^d  James  Saunders,  Joi^i  Stanford,  and  John  9oyd,  are 
^   among  the  ministerial  sons,,  which  she  hath  sent  forth 
into  the  Lord's  vineyard.    The  founder  of  this  church 
was  remarkable,  fpir  ^ncpuraginK  hi^  brethren  in  the  ex- 
iircise  of  the  gifts  ^ith  vtrh^ch  they  were  endowed.    It 
was  a  common  saying  with  hip^,  *^  I  .would  that  ^1  th^ 
"^     Lock's  servants  were  prppbeti;."    During  the  troub^s 
^  /  Mcasioned  by  the  American  w^r,  many  of  t^e  Baptists 
^9[U>ng«  others  fled  from  the  coi^ntry  ;    but  Mr.  Marshall 
.  i^aintainend  his  post,  and  wi^h  very  few  exceptions  hejd 

« A  meetings  regularly  thrqvgh  the  whplp  of  the  war. 
n  the  return  of  peace,  the  ref^gtses  returned  to  their 
deserted  homes  and  almost  ruined  possessions  ;^  apd.  witK 
ihem  a  flood  .of  eiix|gran.ts,  ipaoy  of  \|^hpm.were  Bap^i^ts, 
pouredintp  the  CP^Ptry  &p]Q  ifiany  qf  the  more  north* 
em  States,  and  the.  KiqKa  chuiy:h  soon  began  to  Increase, 
ami  has  generally  been  in  a  Nourishing  condition  from 
that  to  the  present  tinie*  Thi^  church  has  experiencf^d 
a  nuntber  of  ve;y  precious  revivals*  In  1 787,  about  one 
hundred  were  baptized  by  their  present  pastor.  Rev. 
Abiaham  Marshall,  the  woi;thy  sonafid  sucpes^r  of  Ds^^- 
leH  The  next  remarkable  inga^eripg  here  was  abpv^t 
1802,  in  the  time  of  the  great*  revival  which  p^-e vailed 
most  powerfully  at  that  time  in  many  parts  of  Gepr^, 
The  religious  attention  at  Kioka  was  very  great ;  tw;a  or  • 
three  camp-meetings  were,  from  necessity,  held  in  the 
neighbourhood,  in  which  spme  of  the  most  aflbcting  scenes 
of  joy  and  sorrow,  of  depression  and  transport  wef  e  ex« 
hibited.  In  this  revival,  Mn  Marshall  bapti^edi  abou| 
100  more. 

This  church  had  two  temporary  buildings  for  publ^ck  ^ 
worship,  which  had  gone  to  decay  before  their  preset 
meeting-house  was  erected,  which  is  a  commodious  brick 
building,  60  feet  by  40. 

-  The  aged  Daniel  Marshall  died  in  1784,  and  his  son 
Abraham  succeeded  him  in  the  pastoral  office,  in  which 
he  still  continues.    Mr*  Marshsdl  ^as  born  at  Windsoi^ 
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Bear  tlie  city  of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  in  1750.  •  Hi 
was  only  thre^  years  old,  when  his  father,  excited,  as  hi 
supposed,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  literall^ 
4en  all,  and  >vent  to  preach  to  the  Mohawk  Indian^ 
Here  yoiing  Abraham,  as  he  with  much  pleasantry  in*, 
forms  his  friends,  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education ; 
for  the  first  things  he  remettibers,  were  smoking  wig*  ' 
warns,  and  their  tawny,  untutored  inhabitants.     He  re- 
Ihaihed  with  his  pious  parent  in  all  his  ^cur^ions,  and 
was,  when  he  settled  in  Georgia,  about  21  years  of  age. 
He  had  began  to  preach  a  short  time  before.     He  has  now* 
been  in  the  ministry  more  thail  forty  years,  is  extensively  . 
known  and  much  respected ;    and  more  thail^  this,  the  * 
maxims  we  have  adopted  will  not  permit  us  to  say. 
Some  account  of  his  visit  to  New-England  in  1786,  may 
be  found  in'  the  biography  of  his  kinsman  Eliakim  Maiv 
shall.' 

We  have  thus  briefly  related  the  history  of  the  church, 
which  the  venerable  Daniel  Marshall,  in  his  old  age, 
founded  in  this  State ;  and  as  we  have  obt^ned  but  a  few 
scattering,  hints  concerning  the  other  churches^  which 
were  founded  shortly  after,  we  shall  pass  on  to  take ' 
some  notice  of  the  Associations,  which  have  originated 
from  these  early  establishments,  and  intersperse  with 
their  history  whatever  we  may  think  proper  to'  mention 
concerning  the  ministers  or  churches  which  they  have 
or  may  now  coniprehend.  These  Associations  are  the 
Georgia,  Hepzibah,  Sarepta,  and  Oakmulgee,  most  of 
them  are  large  and  all  of  them  respectable  communi- 
ties. 

Georgia  Association. 

This  being  the  oldest,  demands  our  first  attention. 
It  was  organized  in  1784,  thirteen  years  after  Daniel  ^ 
Marshall  settled  at  Kioka.  As  the  Minutes  of  its  first 
meetings  were  not  printed^  nor  its  records  preserved,  it 
cannot  be  ascertained  of  what  number  of  churches  it 
was  at  first  composed.  In  1786,  two  vears  after  its  for- 
matipn,  it  contained  the  ten  following,  viz.  Kioka* 
"  Fishing  Creek,  Upton's  Creek,  Philip's  Mill,  Whatley's 
^  Mill,  Long  Creek,  Long  Creek  of  Ogechee,  Providence 
dn  Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  Powel's  Creek,  and  Van's 
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f  Creek.  The  number  of  members  was,  at  that  time^ 
only  518,  and  the  principal  ministers  were  Saunders 
Walker,  Jephtha  Vining,  Dozier  Thornton,  Peter  Smith, 
Abraham  Marshall,  Mark  Cook,  Silas  Mercer,  Thomas 
Mercer,  and  John  Harvey.  Jeremiah  Walker,  David 
Tinsley,  and  Matthew  Talbot  removed  into  the  country 
soon  after  the  date  above  mentioned.  Most  of  the 
abovenamed  preachers  were  eminent  among  the  Bap- 
tists and  extensively  useful  in  their  day,  and  with  very 
few  exceptions  removed  hither,  as  did  most  of  their 
Baptist  brethren  from  Nprth- Carolina  and  Virginia, 
for  an  account  of  the  famous  Silas  Mercer,  see  his  biog- 
raphy. Thomas  Mercer^  his  half  brother,  has  gone  to 
the  Missisippi  Territory,  and  belongs  to  the  small  As- 
sociation which  has  there  been  formed.  The  mutable 
and  spotted  character  of  Jeremiah  Walker  is  given  in 
his  biography,  as  is  that  of  the  meek  and  exemplary 
Saunders  Walker,  his  natural  brother.  Peter  Smith  has . 
removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  belongs  to  the  Mia- 

'mi  Association.     David  Tinsley  died  in  Georgia,  and  is 
well  spoken  of.     He  was  one  of  the  early  Separate 

*  preachers  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  a  number  of  times 
imprisoned,  and  once  in  company  with  Jeremiah  Walker* 
Mr.  Tinsley  received  four  ordinations.  The  first  was 
to  the  office  of  a  deacon,  the  second  to  that  of  a  ruling  el- 
der, his  third  ordination  was  to  the  office  of  preaching 
the  gospel,  and  in  the  fourth  place  he  was  ordained  an 
evangelist  by  Col.  Samuel  Harris,  while  he  officiated  in 
the  dignified  character  of  the  Apostle  of  Virginiai 

The  Georgia  Association  has  abounded  with  ministers, 
who  were  either  nurtured  within  its  bounds,  or  received 
among  them  from  other  parts ;  but  as  so  many  have 
been  dismissed  to  other  Associations,  its  present  number 
is  not  great ;  but  among  them  are  yet  retained  Abraham 
Marshall  and  Jesse  Mercer.  Something  has  been  said  of 
Mr.  Marshall  already.  Jesse  Mercer  is  a  son  of  the  late 
worthy  Silas  Mercer.  He  was  born  in  Halifax  county^ 
North-Carolina,  1769.  It  was  soon  after  his  birth,  that 
his  father,  as  may  be  seen  in  his  biography,  got  the 
church  parson  to  dip  two  of  his  children  in  a  barrel  of 
water  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  purpose.  When 
he  became  a  believer,  he  ^as  baptized  again  ;  so  that  ^ 
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Mercer  is  truly  an  Anabaptist.  He  was  ordained  when 
he  was  about  20  years  of  age,  and  has  now  been  in  the 
ministry  more  than  twenty  years.  He  travelled  consid- 
erably in  his  younger  days,  but  for  a  number  of  years 
past,  has  been  stationed  in  the  care  of  four  large  church- 
es, viz.  Whatley's  Mill,  Philip's  Mill,  Powelton,  and  Sar- 
dis,  formerly  called  Hutton's  Fork ;  all  of  which  were 
gathered  by  his  father,  and  supplied  by  him  during  his 
life.  There  are  other  preachers  belonging  to  tnese 
churches,  but  Mr.  Mercer  is  considered  their  pastor,  and 
preaches  and  administers  the  Lord's  Supper  to  them  in 
rotation  once  in  four  weeks ;  and  whenever  a  month  has 
five  Lord's  days  in  it,  he  leaves  his  circle,  to  visit  some 
of  the  neighbouring  churches.  All  the  above-mentioned 
•  churches  are  large  and  wealthy,  and  by  their  united  ef<» 
forts  afford  their  circulating  pastor  only  a  moderate  sup- 
port. But  either  of  them  might  well  enough  support 
him  alone  ;  and  whether  they  continue  this  practice,  so 
disadvantageous  to  themselves  and  so  laborious  to  their 
pastor,  because  they  are  mutually  unwilling  to  part  with  . 
him  or  with  a  little  more  of  their  carnal  things,  is  not 
our  province  to  say.  Mr.  Mercer  certainly  merits  their 
esteem  ;  but  they  would  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  ac- 
ceptable pastors,  if  they  would  set  about  it  properly.  We 
observed  something  on  the  circumstance  of  one  minister 
supplying  a  number  of  churches,  in  the  close  of  our  his- 
tory of  the  Virginia  Baptists,  and  there  proposed  to 

. .  speak  .more  definitely  of  the  matter  in  the  chapter  of 

.     general,  observations. 

But  to  return :  The  Association  of  which  we  are 
speaking,  increased  very  fast  for  a  number  of  years  from 
the  date  last  mentioned,  so  that,  in  17!^0,  it  contained 
34  churches  and  2877  members. 

In  1796,  a  number  of  churches  were  dismissed  to 
form  the  Hephzibah  Association.  Only  two  years  after» 
seven  churches  more  were  dismissed  from  this  increas- 
ing establishment,  which  united  under  the  name  of  the 
Sarepta  Association.  And  in  1810,  another  detachment 
was  taken  ofi*  to  form  an  Association  by  the  name  of 
Oaknaulgee.  But  after  all  these  dismissions,  this  flourish- 
ing body  contains  upwards  of  thirty  churches^  and  mor^ 
than  two  thousand  communicants. 
▼Pi.  2.  ?«     ■ 
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HfiPHZiBAH  Association. 

In  1 794,  eighteen  churches  were  dismissed  ffom  the 
Georgia  Association,  and  by  them  the  Hephzibah  was 
soon  after  formed.  But  little  more  can  be  said  respect- 
ing it,  than  that  it  has  moved  on  in  harmony  and  order, 
and  has  experienced  some  refreshing  seasons.  Benjamin 
Davis,  Thomas  Mercer,  John  Stanford,  William  Frank- 
Kn,  John  Harvey,  Joseph  Baker,  George  Granbury, 
William  Cone,  and  David  M^Cullers  were  its  principal 
ministers  at  the  time  of  constitution.  Some  of  them 
have  since  died,  some  have  removed  to  other  parts,  and 
others  have  succeeded  them.  This  body  contains  but 
few  preachers  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  churches, 
and  all  we  can  say  of  them  is,  that  they  are  a  plain,  la- 
borious, and  pious  set  of  men,  who  labour  six  days  in 
the  week  for  the  support  of  their  families,  and  the 
seventh  for  the  good  of  souls. 

The  churches  which  compose  this  Association  are 
situated  mostly  in  the  counties  of  Washington,  Burk, 
Warren,  Laurens,  Wilkinson,  Jefferson,  BuUash,  Liberty, 
Tat  nail,  EflGingfour,  and  Twiggs.  They  are  on  both 
sides  of  the  Ogechee  and  Oconee  rivers,  and  some  of  them 
are  between  the  rivers  Oconee  and  Oakmulgee,  and  ex- 
tend down  the  country  within  50  or  60  miles  of  the  sea- 
coast. 

Sarepta  Association. 

•  In  1708,  seven  churches  were  dismissed  from  the 
Georgia  Association,  and  in  due  form  were  organized 
under  the  name  of  the  Sarepta  Association.  The  names 
of  these  churches  were  Shoal  Creek,  Van's  Creek,  Dove's 
Creek,  Hollow  Spring,  Cabbin  Creek,  Nail's  Creek, 
Millstone,  and  Trail  Creek.  All  of  them  then  were  in  the 
upper  settlements  in  the  State.  Dazier  Thornton,  John  , 
Cleaveland,  William  Davis,  Thomas  Johnson,  and  Thorn- 
as  Gilbert  were  the  ministers  of  the  above-mentioned 
churches. 

The  Sarepta  'Association  has  enjoyed  great  prosperity 
and  enlargement,  and  received  large  additions  in  the 
time  of  th«  great  revival  about  1802. 
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The  churches  of  this  Association  are  situated  along 
the  south  side  of  the  Savannah  river,  and  extend  from 
the  mouth  of  Broad-river  of  Georgia,  which  empties 
into  the  Savannah  about  fifty  miles  above  Augusta,  to 
the  highest  settlements  in  the  State  in  that  direction* 
Tbey  also  extend  out  into  the  country  as  far  as  the  river 
Oconee.  They  are  scattered  over  many  counties,  but 
most  of  them  are  in  those  of  Elbert,  Oglethorpe,  Jackson, 
and  Franklin.  Two  of  ihem  are  over  the  Savannah  in 
South-Carolina. 

Oakmulorb  Association. 

A  F£w  years  since,  a  large  tract  of  land,  high  up  in 
Georgia,  was  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  their  claim 
to  it  forever  extinguished.  This  tract  is  called  by  the 
Georgians  the  New  Purchase.  Being  a  healthy  and  fer- 
tile country,  it  was  settled  with  great  rapidity,  and  the 
seat  of  government  has  been  removed  from  Louisville 
on  the  Ogechee  to  Milledgeville^  which  has  here  been 
erected. 

Many  Baptist  churches  were  in  a  short  time  gathered 
in  the  New  Purchase.  They  united  with  the  Georgia 
Association  ;  but  many  of  them  were  very  remote  from 
the  centre  of  that  body,  which  led  them  to  think  of 
forming  an  Association  among  themselves.  According* 
ly,  in  Oct.  1810,  about  twenty  churches  petitioned  the 
mother  body  for  a  dismission,  which  was  granted.  A 
number  of  newly  constituted  churches,  which  had  not 
associated,  united  with  them  ;  and  in  November  of  the 
same  year,  they  organized  a  body '  to  which  they  gave 
Ae  name  of  the  Oakmulgee  Association.  The  next 
year,  six  more  newly  established  churches  were  added 
to  this  confederacy;  so  that  now  (1811)  it  contains 
thirty-four  churches  and  1885  communicants.  The 
churches  of  this  Association  are  situated  between  the 
Oconee  and  Oakmulgee  rivers^  and  are  scattered  over 
an  extent  of  co\intry  of  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  miles 
wide,  and  from  sixty  to  seventy .  miles  in  length,  and 
are  mostly  in  the  counties  of  Randolph,  Morgan,  Putnam^ 
Baldwin^  and  Jones, 
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It  is  now  about  forty  years  since  Daniel  Marshall  set- 
tled in  Georgia ;  ^nd  in  this  time  it  appears  that  the  Bap^ 
tists,  which  proceeded  directly  or  indirectly  from  the 
Separate  connexion,  have  increased  to  about  a  hundred 
and  forty  churches,  and  not  far  from  eleven  thousand 
members* 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  treat  of  our  brethren  in  the 
low  country,  and  also  to  give  some  account  of  the  Savan« 
nab-river  Association. 

Unfortunately  for  this  part  of  our  history,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's sixth  volume  of  Manuscript  Materials,  which  re- 
lated wholly  to  the  Baptists  in  Georgia,  has  all  been 
destroyed,  except  one  leaf  and  part  of  another.  This 
volume  must  have  been  small,  as  it  was  written  about 
forty  years  ago,  when  the  Baptists  had  never  flourished 
much  in  the  province.  From  the  defaced  and  perishing; 
remains  of  this  volume,  I  find  the  following  sketches. 
*<  About  the  year  IT^d^eighr  families  of  the  Seventh<»day 
Baptists  settled  near  Tuckaseeking."  More  will  be 
said  respecting  them  in  the  history  of  that  people* 

<*  In  the  year  1757^  Nicholas  Bedgegood,  of  the  Or- 
phan-house, embraced  the  sentiments  of  the  Baptists, 
and  was  soon  after  baptizied  by  Oliver  Hart,  of  Charles- 
ton. In  1 763,  he  baptized  Mr.  Benjamin  Stirk  and  wife, 
Thomas  Dixon,  and  one  Dupree ;  these,  with  a  few  oth- 
er Baptists,  hs^d  the  Lord's  Supper  administered  to  them, 
at  the  Orphan-house,  by  Mr.  Bedgegood*  But  Mr. 
Stirk  removing  to  Goshen,  Dupree  dying,  and  Dixon 
going  to  England,  the  society  broke  up»  to  the  no  small 
satisfaction  of  Mr.  Whitefield,  whose  righteous  soul  had 
lieen  so  vexed  with  the  matter,  that  he  spake  unadvisedly* 
with  his  lips."  From  th^  time  of  this  dispersion,  there 
jtlw^ys  have  been  Bs^ptists  in  this  region,  but  no  church 
was  formed  until  a  number  of  years  after.  Accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Edwards,  there  were,  in  1772,  *^  about  forty 
Baptist  families,  scattered  over  the  southern  parts  df 
Georgia,  and  amongst  them  were  about  fifty  baptized 
persons,  most  of  whom  were  emigrants  from  other  colo- 
nies, and  some  from  the  old  country." 

In  the  year  1771,  Rev.  Edmund  Botsford,  now  of 
Georgetown,  South-Carolina,  who  was  then  young,  be- 
gan to  preach  at  Tuckaseeking,  and  continued  to  labour 
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with  much  success  in  different  parts  of  Georgia,  for  the 
«pace  of  about  eight  years ;  but  the  distractions  of  the 
American  war  obliged  him  to  make  a  precipitate  flight 
from  the  country,  with  the  loss  of  about  £SQO  ster- 
ling, which  he  bad  but  a  little  while  before  received  from 
England. 

When  Mn  Botsford  began  his  ministry  in  Georgia, 
Daniel  Marshall  was  the  only  ordained  minister  in  the 
'  State ;  but  besides  him,  there  were  Abraham  Marshall^ 
Saunders  Walker,  and  Solomon  Thompson,  who  were 
not  ordained.  Between  Mr.  Botsford  and  these  men, 
there  was  not,  at  first,  a  very  intimate  connexion.  The 
reason  was,  that  they  were  of  the  Separate  order,  and  he 
was  a  Regular  Baptist ;  and  besides,  the  scene  of  his  labours 
was  generally  much  lower  down  the  country  than  theirs, 
JBut  the  suspicions  of  the  Separates  gradually  subsided ; 
Mr.  Botsford  was  by  degrees  admitted  to  their  fellow- 
ship and  affection ;  and  before  he  fled  from  the  country, 
the  hindrances  to  their  union  were  so  far  removed,  that 
they  zealously  and  successfully  co-operated  in  their  evan- 
gelical exertions. 

During  five  years  of  Mr.  Botsford's  residence  in  Geor- 
gia, that  IS,  from  1 77S,  when  he  was  ordained,  to  1 779, 
.  he  baptized  148  persons,  and  founded  two  churches; 
the  first  was  called  New  Savannah,  and  was  organized  in 
1773.  This  church  now  belongs  to  the  Hephzibah  As- 
sociation, under  the  name  of  Botsford  Old  Meeting-House. 
Mr.  Botsford  preached  here  but  a  short  time ;  for  the 
next  year  after  the  church  was  formed,  a  war  broke  out 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  which  obliged  him  to  leave  the 
*  place.  He  next  settled  on  Briar  Creek,  at  some  distance, 
where  another  church  was  soon  founded,  which  also  be- 
longs to  the  Hephzibah  Association.  A  numher  of  the 
constituent  members  of  this  church  had  previously  united 
with  the  Ewhaw  church,  in  South-Carolina,  then  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Francis  Pelot.* 

*  Tlie  following  anecdotes  of  Mr.  Botsford,  while  he  laboured  in  Georgia, 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader.  Once  on  ajoumey  up  to  the  Kidka^ 
where  he  had  appointed  to  piieach,  he  called  at  a  Mr.  Savidgc's  to  inquire 
Ihe  way.  This  Mr.  Saridge  was  then  a  bigottcd  churchman,  but  was  hopr- 
liilly  acquainted  with  the  truth.  After  he  had  given  the  stranger  proper  di- 
rections, the  fallowing  conversation  ensued :  *•  1  suppose  you  arc  tlie  Baptist 
minister,  who  is  to  preach  to-day  at  the  Kioka.'*  ••  Yes,  Sir :  will  you  go  ?* 
**  No,  I  am  not  fond  of  the  Baptists;  they  thhik  noliody  is  baptized  but  them- 
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Before  Mr,  Bedgegood  left  the  Orphan-house  for 
Sottth-Carolma^  he  baptized  a  number  ot  persons  besides 
those  who  have  been  named,  and  among  them  was  the 
mother  of  Rev.  Thomas  Polhill,  of  Newington.  There 
were  about  this  time  a  few  Baptist  members  at  Goshen^ 
Tuckaseeking,  and  other  places  j  and  Benjamin  Stirk  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  the  most  distinguished  and  active 
character  among  them.  He  was  a  native  of  Leeds,  York- 
shire, England.    Mr.  Whitefield  took  him  under  his 

selves."  "Have  ycm  becii  bapUeed T  ••  Yes,  to  be  •are.'*  "How  do  yoii 
know  ?"  "  How  do  1  know  ?  wny,  my  parents  have  tdd  me  I  was."  "  Then 
you  do  not  know,  only  by  information.  ()n  this  Mr.  Botaford  left  lum,  but 
«'  How  do  you  know  ?''  haunted  him,  till  he  became  convinced  of  his  duty ;  he 
was  baptized  by  Mr.  Marshall,  and  began  to  preach  the  same  day  he  was  bap- 
tised, and  still  continues  a  useful  minister  amongst  the  Georgia  Baptists.  Bots- 
jbrd's  *'  How  do  you  know  V*  says  Mr.  Savidge,  first  set  me  to  thinking  about 
baptism. 

In  the  parts  of  Georgia  where  Mr.  Botsford  laboured,  the  inhabitants  were 
a  mixed  multitude  of  emigrants  from  manv  different  places ;  most  of  them 
were  destitute  of  any  form  of  relieion,  and  tne  few  who  paid  any  regard  to  it 
wete  zealous  churchmen  and  LuUierans,  and  violentl^r  opposed  to  the  Baptists. 
*In  the  same  journey  in  which  he  fell  in  with  Mr.  Savid^,  he  preached  at  the 
court-house  m  Burk  county.  The  assembly  at  first  paid  a  decent  attention  ; 
but,  towards  the  close  of  the  sermon,  one  of  tnem  bawled  out  with  a  great  oath* 
**  The  rum  is  come."  Out  he  rushed,  others  followed,  the  assembly  was  soon 
left  smalt,  and  by  the  time  Mr.  Botsford  pit  out  to  his  horse,  he  had  the  uih 
happiness  to  find  many  of  his  hearers  intoxicated  and  fighting.  An  old  gentle- 
man came  up  to  him,  took  his  horie  by  the  bridle,  and  in  his  pmfiine  dialect 
most  highly  extolled  both  him  and  his  discourse,  swore  he  mustorink  with  him, 
and  come  and  preach  in  his  iieighhourtiood.  It  was  now  no  time  to  reason  or 
reprove ;  and  as  preaching  was  Mr.  Botsford's  business,  he  accepted  the  old 
man's  invitatian,  and  made  an  appnintment  His  first  nermoa  was  blessed  to 
the  awakening  of  his  wife ;  one  of  his  sons  also  became  religious,  and  others  in 
the  settlement,  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  were  in  a  short  time  hopefully  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  the  old  man  himself  became  sober  and 
attentive  to  religion,  although  he  never  made  a  publick  profession  of  it. 

Kotlnng  after,  Mr.  Bo(-j»tonl  preached  at  Stephen's  Creek,  a  Httle  over  the 
Savannah  river,  in  South-Carolma,  where  he  was  called  upm  to  baptize  Sarah 
Ctecker.  the  wife  of  an  ignorant,  wicked  Dutchman*  iTic  woman  observ- 
ed, she  did  not  know  that  her  husband  would  consent  to  her  being  baptized. 
Being  informed  he  was  present,  Mr.  Botsford  called  him  up  to  him,  and  ad- 
dressed him  as  fellows :  *'  Mr.  Clecker,  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  your  wife  is 
a  belietxr  in  C-irist,  and  she  wishes  to  be  baptized ;  but  she  is  unwilling  to  go 
forward,  unless  you  give  your  consent  I  suppo^  you  do  not  object  Sir."  "  No, 
no.  Got  forpit  I  shoult  hinter  my  vive,  she  was  one  goot  vive."  While  they  were 
prci)aring  rar  the  water,  the  Iktle  man  fell  into  aereat  rage,  and  cursed  the 

Ereacher  for  "  a goot  for  netting  son  of  a .  Vaut,  to  ax  roc  pevore  all  de 
eble,  if  he  may  tip  my  vive."  But  this  Mr.  Botsford  did  not  hear  of  till  after* 
wards.  Retunimg  from  the  water,  he  saw  Mr.  Clecker  leaning  against  a  tree, 
ajiparently  in  great  trouble*  He  stepped  up  to  lilm,  and  asked  him  what  wat 
tiic  matter  ?  "  Vaut  was  de  matter  ?  why.  Sir,  my  vive  is  guing  to  hcfcn  and 
I  am  going  to  the  tivcl.  I  am  a  boor  lost  sinner :  I  cant  be  forgiven :  I  fear  de 
ground  will  open  and  let  me  down  to  de  hell,  for  I  cursed  and  swore  you  vaa 

vnc  Kt)Ot  for  notling son  of  a »  Loit  nave  mcrcv  on  me."    Tins  was  in 

Jiu\\  ;  the  miserable  man  found  no  cximfort.  till  he  was  Drought  into  the  hbeity 
lU  ;'.)0  gO!i|«el ;  and  the  September  following,  Mr.  Botsford  baptized  him. ' 
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patronage,  and  settled  him  in  his  employment  at  the 
Orphan-house,  about  1 760,  or  perhaps  earlier.  He  was 
brought  up  a  Presbyterian,  and  continued  in  the  belief 
of  pedobaptLsm  until  1763,  when  he  became  what  he  was 
wont  to  call  a  Bible  Christian^  and  was  baptized  as  before 
related.  He  remained  at  the  Orphan-house  about  four 
years  after  his  baptism,  where  he  lost  his  first  $i^ife,  and 
married  for  his  second  the  widow  of  Nathaniel  and  the 
mother  of  the  present  Thomas  Polhill,  who  possessed  a 
plantation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goshen,  about  eigh- 
teen miles  above  Savannah  on  the  Augusta  road,  to 
which  he  removed  in  1767«  As  there  was  no  Baptist 
church  in  that  vicinity,  and  indeed  not  one  at  that  time 
in  Georgia,  he  united  with  the  church  at  Ewhaw,  South- 
Carolina,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  him.  Mr.  Stirk 
began  to  preach  soon  after  he  settled  at  Goshien.  He  sec 
up  a  meeting  at  his  own  house,  and  another  at  Tucka- 
seeking,  upwards  of  twenty  miles  still  higher  up  the 
country.  He  also  preached  occasionally  at  the  Ewhaw ; 
and  it  was  on  his  way  to  that  church,  that  he  fell  from 
his  horse  into  the  water,  and  received  an  injury  under 
which  he  languished  for  a*  time,  and  of  which  he  died 
in  1770. 

Mr.  Stirk  was  a  good  English  scholar,  and  possessed  a 
small  share  of  classical  learning.  He  was  endowed  with 
good  natural  parts,  and  was  eminent  for  piety  and  zeal. 
Having  a  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  learning,  he 
became  a  benefactor  to  Rhode-Island  College. 

As  Mr.  Stirk*s  second  wife  was  a  woman  honourable 
and  eminent  in  her  day  among  the  few  Baptists  who  were 
then  scattered  in  this  part  of  Georgia,  it  may  be  proper 
to  give  a  short  account  of  her. 

This  lady  is  remarkable  for  having  been  the  wife  of 
two  Baptist  ministers,  and  the  mother  of  a  third.  Shie 
was  born  in  South-Carolina,  in  1 732,  of  pious  and  reputa- 
ble parents,  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion.  Her  name- 
at  first  was  Hannah  Barkersdale.  She  was  four  timeft 
married.  Her  husbands^  names  were  Miller,  Polhill, 
Stirk,  and  Scott.  The  first  was  a  merchant  of  Charleston, 
with  whom  she  lived  but  about  a  year.  The  second  was 
a  preacher  in  Mr.  Whitefield's  connexion,  a  pious  and 
worthy  man.    He  embarked  for  Engkmd  in  1 761 » to  ob» 
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tain  Episcopal  ordination.  Bnt  befoi»  be  1^  Cliarle$UBt 
harbour,  a  violent  whirlwind  divided  the  river  so  that 
the  channel  was  seen,  an^  the  ship  and  all  on  board  were 
swallowed  up  by  the  returning  waves.  Mr.  Stirk  hm 
been  mentioned.  Her  fourth  and  last  husband  was  Rev« 
Alexander  Scott,  for  niany  years  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Black  Swannp,  in  South-Carolina.  With  bim  she  lived 
about  seven  years ;  and  then,  after  lingering  some  tiiMf 
died  in  peace,  March  10,  1780,  in  the  48th  year  of  her 
age.  Mr.  Scott,  about  three  years  ago,  removed  to  the 
Missisippi  country,  where  he  died  shortly  after. 

Rev«  Thomas  Polhill,  the  only  surviving  child  of  this 
venerable  woman,  is  of  opinion  that  she  was  the  first 
person  who  was  baptized  in  Georgia.  While  the  Bap* 
tists  were  but  few  in  the  parts  where  she  lived,  her  house 
was  a  home  for  preachers,  and  her  active  benevolence 
was  extended  to  all  around  her. 

Besides  the  persons  already  mentioned,  there  were  bap» 
tized  in  these  times  a  Mr.  Cox,  and  a  Mr.  Williams  and 
his  wife,  and  others  whose  names  are  not  known. 

Having  thus  prepared  the  way,  we  shall  next  proceed 
to  relate  the  history  of  some  of  the  churches  in  this  part 
of  Georgia. 

Newinpon. — ^This  church  appears  to  have  been  the 
oldest  of  white  people  which  was  formed  in  the  region 
now  under  consideration.  It  took  its  name  from  that 
of  a  plantation  on  whidh  the  meeting-house  was  erected^ 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goshen,  in  the  county  of  Effing* 
ham,  eighteen  miles  from  Savannah,  and  was  constituted 
in  179S.  But  sin^e  that  time  the  seat  of  the  church  has 
been  removed  to  the  adjoining  county  of  Scriven.  This . 
church  is  small  now,  and  has  never  been  large,  and  no 
very  remarkable  things  can  be  said  respecting  it.  It  was 
one  of  the  three  churches  which  formed  the  Savasmah- 
river  Association. 

For  the  origin  of  this  church,  we  must  go  back  about 
fifty  years ;  for  it  appears  there  have  been  scattered  Bap- 
tist members  in  this  vicinity  ever  since  the  dispersion  of 
Mr.  Bedgegood's  disciples  from  the  Orphan-house.  The 
first  Baptist  minister  who  preached  here  was  BenJaBftim 
Stirk.  After  him  were  Mr.  Botsfor4and  Mr.  Scott ;  but 
no  special  effects  attended  the  ministry  of  either  of  these 


;fiieti«  In  lT89,.a  UadkinanipiXAciifidin  tiieiieighlk>iir- 
'hood  m  a  negro  yard  under  some  peadi-^txees.  Curiosity 
;fed  some  white  peopde  ito  hear  ihim,  and  ao&ong  the  irest 
was  Major ^now  £ldqr  llhomasiPollaU  and  his  wife.  They 
3»ei»?both  convicted  by^tlie  discourse  .of  this  poor  sable 
jpteacher,  and  in  a  .short  tticne  weve  .brought  inlo..the!lib« 
tfrtyof  ithe  gospel,  andtbaptized^by  Mr  ..Scott.  sFrom  ^tlje 
ithiie  of 'hisxoniyrersion.  Major 'PolhilLbecame  a  patron  of 
."the  fiaptist  cause,  and  a  promoter  iof  meetings  in  JMs 
teigM>ouchood.  tie  in\tited  fiaptist  imimsters  to  preadi 
in.his;house  :  God 'blesfedt their  labouns;  andin  l?Q8,.a 
sufficient  number  Jiad^been  ^baptized  to  form  a  church, 
liriiich^  as  soon  as  it  was  organized,  chose  Mr.  JobniOold- 
mdve^for  their  pastor,  who  bad  been  ordained.two  years 
'before.  '^r«  Goldwipe  still  continues  the  pastor  ^  the 
idmrch,  although  ivery  aged  and  infirm.  iMr.  Polhifi  also 
^jbecame  a  preacher  of  the  >gospel,  and  is  now  an  assistant 
4o  the  aged  and  venerable  Goldwire. 

Sofvannab.'^This  city  contains  :three  Sadist  churches, 

toneof  white  people,  and  two  of  Afracaos.    Thehistory  of 

itfieAftianohundiGs  will  be  related  in  the  account  wmch 

iweiproposei  to^gisse  >of  that  ^people.    The  church  cf  white 

fttojilefwas  Jfoundedby  its  late  pastor,  /Dr.  >Holcombe, 

)n€iw>of 'Huladelphia.    4t  was  constituted  in  1800,  but 

iwas  ib^pb  sis  years  before  that  time,  in  the  followMig 

manner,     in  17&4,  Messrs.  Jonathan  Clark,  f George 

flVforse,  Thomas  Polhill  of -Newingtouy.and  David  ^dams, 

tone  of  fthe  deacons  of  the  church  in  Charleston,  propo* 

sed  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  for  the  &iptist8 

:in  this  city.    :But  as  the  Baptist  .members  were  few  in 

Ottniber,;ftnd  Ihese  generadly  poor,  there^appeared  but  lit* 

>tle  prospect  of  success.    About  this  time,  Mr.  iteesirom^ 

^-Wales,  theisame  man  who  led  out  the  company  of  Welsh 

people  to  the  mountains  in  Pennsylvania,  visited  Savan- 

<nah,  and  with  much  izeal  and  address  'encouraged  the 

design  of  building  the  :house,  which  ^had  been  proposed. 

A.pkn  for  it  was  drawn  upbyjDr.iFurman  of  Charleston ; 

Md  vrais  solicited  fay  the  above-named  gentlemen  and  o<9l- 

^ers'j  ;juid  30  great  was  tiieir  success,ithat  in  1795,  a  house 

ififtyftet  byaiJtty  was  erected.  It^w^s  at  first  mer^iacto- 

sedL    Hie  next  ye^r  it  was  rmted  to  ^the -l^resby teiuuls, 

who  had  lately  lost  their  house  by  fire.    They  occupied 
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k  three  years.  Such  was  the  posture  of  the  affiurs  df  the 
Baptists  in  Savannah,  in  179!},  when  Mr*  Holcombe, 
who  was  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  Ewhaw,  but  lived  at 
Beaufort,  by  the  invitation  of  the  pew-holders  in  their 
meeting-house,  came  to  reside  in  the  city.  So  mudi  sue^ 
cess  attended  his  ministry,  that  in  1 800  it  was  judged 
proper  to  organize  a  church  in  the  place.  The  constitu- 
ent members  were  Henry  Holcombe  and  wife,  George 
Morse  and  wife,  Elias  Roberts  and  wife,  Rachel  Hamiltoiiy 
Esther  M^Kenzier,  Elizabeth  Story,  Martha  Stephens, 
Eunice  Hogg,  and  Mary  Jones,  widow  of .  the  late  Lieu* 
tenant*Governor  of  the  State.  Not  long  after  the  church 
was  formed,  Mr.  Holcombe  was  invested  with  the  pas- 
toral  care  of  it,  and  continued  in  that  office  about  eleven 
years.  Under  him,  the  church  was  built  up  to  a  flour- 
ishing and  respectable  body,  the  meeting-house  was  well 
finished,  and  to  it  were  added  a  bell,  clock,  baptistery, 
^and  other  appendages  of  ornament  and  convenience. 
But  Dr.  Holcombe  having  resided  a  long  time  in  a  dcW 
bilitating  climate,  found  it  necessary  to  retire  to  a  more 
healthy  situation.  He  accordingly  announced  to  the 
church  his  intention  of  removing,  and  wished  them  to 
look  out  for  a  successor.  He  retired  to  Mount  Enon, 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Augusta,  where  he  intended  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  retirement,  and  in 
preaching  as  he  was  able  to  the  neighbouring  churches. 
But  by  the  affectionate  importunity  of  the  first  church 
in  Phihidelphia,  he  consented  to  leave  this  retreat,  and 
become  its  pastor. 

The  Savannah  church,  after  remaining  destitute  of  a 
pastor  about  a  year,  obtained  William  B.  Johnson,  who  is 
now  agreeably  settled  among  them.  Mr.  Johnson  had 
been  a  few  years  pastor  of  the  church  in  Columbia, 
South-Carolina.  He  was  bred  to  the  law,  but  was  con- 
strained to  leave  that  profession,  and  engage  in  the  less 
lucrative  one  of  preaching  the  jgospel. 

Sunbury.^^^Al  this  place,  which  is  some  distance 
below  Savannah,  there  is  a  very  respectable  church  un- 
der the  care  of  Mr.  Charles  O.  Scriven,  a  graduate  of 
Rhode-Island  College ;  but  I  have  not  obtained  any  par- 
ticulars respecting  its  origin. 
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Of  the  remaining  churches  in  this  part  of  the  State^  I 
have  not  procured  sufficient  materials  to  form  any  in- 
teresting narratives ;  I  shall,  therefore,  pass  on  to  other 
matters. 


SAVANKAH-RIVER    ASSOCIATION* 

This  body  was  organized  in  Savannah  in  1802.  It 
was  composed  at  first  of  only  three  churches,  which 
were  the  two  in  Savannah  and  the  one  at  Newington.  But 
not  long  after,  a  number  of  churches  belonging  to  the 
Charleston  Association  were  dismissed  from  that  body, 
and  united  with  this.  The  new  churches,  which  have 
been  raised  up  in  this  part  of  Georgia  and  the  neighbour- 
In^  parts  of  South-Carolina,  have  become  members  of 
this  Association.  It  has  progressed  with  harmony  and 
prosperity,  and  has  increased  to  almost  thirty  churches, 
and  upwards  of  five  thousand  members* 

The  Gekeral  Committee  of  the  Georgia  Baptists. 

This  Committee  was  formed  in  1 803.  Its  plan  and 
operations  are  much  like  the  General  Committees  in  the 
other  southern  States.  It  was  intended  to  be  composed 
of  representatives  from  all  the  Associations  in  the  State. 
But  thia  representation  was  never  full,  which  is  not  to  be 
ihucU  wondered  at.  In  the  first  place,  many  are  prejudic- 
ed against  the  establishment.  And  again,  but  few  minis* 
ters  can  find  time,  after  attending  their  respective  Associa* 
ttons,  to  travel  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  their  wide 
State  to  attend  a  Committee,  which  has  never  had  and 
<:annot  consistently  find  much  business  to  do* 

An  account  of  the  Mount  Enon  Academy  will  be  given 
in  the  history  of  Literary  Institutions. 

From  the  preceding  sketches  it  appears,  that  great  suc- 
cess has  attended  the  exertions  of  the  Baptists  in  Georgia* 
And  no  embarrassments,  worth  mentioning,  have  been 
thrown  in  their  way  by  the  civil  power.  The  Church  of 
England  was  the  established  religion  of  Georgia  before 
t}ie  war.  But  dissenters  of  every  denomination  have, 
from  first  to  last,  enjoyed  as  much  liberty  as  they  could 
desire.    I  do  not  find  that  any  Baptist  was  ever  molested 
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iri  a'  legal  way  for  ^eaehmg  tHe  gospd,  ei^c^pfing  ISkxi^ 
\e\  McH^^lU,  atad  he^  ^mssi  soOA<  discharged,  as  i^'rela/fed  in^ 
his  biography.  The  Epifecdpal  chuSrcb  doM  not  appear  m 
have  flourished  much  in  Georgia  at  any  time,  and  it'  is* 
now  very  small.  And  indeed  there  are  but  a  few  con- 
gregations of  any  denominations  in  the  State,  besides 
the  Baptists  and  Methodists :  both  of  these  are  very  nu- 
nierous ;  and  w^  are  sorfy  tt)^v,  that  instead  of  striv- 
irtg  to  watt  together  aS'  faar  aK  tnery  af  e  agreed,  many  of 
xmrh  on  both  sides  spend  too  ihutH  time  in  disputing 
abodt  Cdviri  and  Wesley,  persfeverartte  and  Ming  from 
gUitcf* 

Tffite  great  irtcreasef  of  the  fiaptfsw  fn  Georgia'  ft^s 
bt^eh  occasioned  pstrrly  by^  the  emij^atrdn  of  Bkptlst  pro- 
fesfe6W  from  other  parts ;  but  mostly  by  the  gtwt  antf 

Efecioiis  re vJvalsr  of  religion,  ^hicfrhavfe  at  diflferertt  thneis 
eenf  experienced  iil  almost  ^very  part  of  the  State. 

In  the  year  1793,  Mr.  Abraham  Matf*aJf  wrote  jlsft^H 
lows  to  Dr.  Rippon  of  London.  **  In  1787  there  was  a 
glorious  reviVil :  thousands  attended  otrthe  \^ortf.  The 
Baptists  have  great  influence,  and  are  the  most  nttme- 
rous  6i  any  denomination  in  this  State.  We  are  in- 
creased (that  is,  the  Georgia  Association)  to  upwards  of 
three  thousand  three  hundred,  in  about  twenty  years 
past." 

Some  account  of  the  share  which  Georgia  had  in  the 
great  revival  in  1 800  and  onward^  has  already  been 
given.  Many  thousands,  during  the  progress  of  this  re- 
vival, were  added  to  the  Baptist  churches*  Mr.  Jesse 
Mercer^  of  tfie  Georgia  Association,,  in  the  course  of  two 
years  baptized  about  three  hundred  persons.  In  1809, 
another  revival  began  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State,  in 
the  bouddsf  of  the  Georgiai  and  Sarepta  Associations, 
and  many  hundreds  were  hopefully  bonii  inta  the.  Hdg- 
dom  of  God,  and  united  with  the  churches  of  his  saints. 

fti  1812,  there  was^  a  very  extensive  revival  in  many 
dilfer^nt  parts  Of  the  State.  %  the  four  Associations  of 
(ifakihufgee,  Sarepta!,  Ceorrfa,  and  Savannah,  it  appears 
that  three  thousand  arid  eIg^t  hundred  were  added  to 
thfeiti  all.  i«  th6  cdirrj^e  of  the  year.  X6  dx'e  Savannah: 
i»rfef e  herded  atrotrt  fifteeA  hundred,  and  to  th?  Sgirepta 
dVeir  twelve  hundred  attd  fifty. 


CHAP.  xm. 

Anf  MccQunt  6ffaur  Bapiiti  Churches'^  (f  Jfiimns  m  Geot* 
gia^  and  af  two  in  fi&e  Wea^hdies  ;,  fogetber  wkb'  s^rm 
gfinerat  Ohservatituu  resfeeting  the  Girasmstaneer  €f  the 
Africchf^  Slawj  in  the  Smsthetn  and  Western  Siuien 

A  MY97ER10US  Ftovidetice  has  jieitintttecl  ai  brge  pcnv 
tion  df  the  sable  som  elf  AbAeao  to>he  dramported'  ktmxf 
their  native  country  to  this  western  wovldv*andheirertO'br 
reduc^d^to  a  state  of  absolute  aindpa^Mtual- slavery  f.  but 
He'  Wha  cMf  bring:  good  dut  of  evil,^  lias  ovemded  Aim 
calami^  for  their  sipiritutti  advantage  ^  and  thousands  o£ 
these  poor^  enslavedi  and  benighted  |)eo|>le,.wehave  vevy 
salosffilctoly  reason  to  beUeve j.  havo  fitniod  gospel  Uiietty 
inr  thie  mtdbt  of  their  temporal  bondage^  and  ar«:  prepaid 
ing  to  t&ga  feiiever  ia  the  kingdom  o£  Godv 

There  are  miultisndetf  of  AfiricaO'  communicafltsv  in*  ^ 
the  Baptist  chwrcbeft  in .  the  southern  ai^  western  Slatest ;:. 
and  in  Geor^a  there  ar«  four  ehurchesy wfaotty  composed 
of  tfaetf).  Some  brief  sketches  of  their  history  will  no^^ 
be  giivett* 

fhs4  Goioured  Baptht  Cbttrcb  in  Savdnnai. 

The  origin  of  this  churchy  according;  to  Rippon's  Reg^ 
ister  aiul  Uolcorabe's-  Repository ,.  was^  in  the  following 
manner*.  About  the  beginning  of  the  American*  war,. 
Ceorge  Leile,  sometimes  csdled  €ksorge  Sharps  but  more 
commonly  known  among  his- brethrenr  and  friends  by  thi? 
name  of  brother  George,  began  to  preach  at  Brampton 
a^  Yamacraw,  near  the  city  of  Sai^annah.  He  had  been 
converted  about  two  years  before  the  war  by  the  preach- 
ing of  a  Baptist  minister  in  Burke  county,  whose  name 
wa^  Matthew  Moore ;  by  tins  minister  he  was*  baptised,, 
and  by  the  church,  of  which  he  vfd&  pastor,  he  was  appro- 
bated to  preach^  His  labours  were  attended  witli  a  bless* 
ing  among  the  people  of  his^  own^  colour  on  ^fierent 
pmtationSf  and  many  of  them  were  brought,  by  his 
meaiiis^  to  a  saving,  acquaintance  with  the  gospek  When 
the  cowitry  wm  evacuated  by  the  British^  George^  with 
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many  others,  removed  from  Georgia  to  Kingston,  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica*  Here  his  labours  were  attended  with 
great  success,  and  by  him  a  large  church  was  soon  raised 
up  ;  in  giving  the  history  of  which,  we  shall  relate  more 
at  large  the  character  and  labours  of  this  worthy  man. 
Previous  to  George's  departure  for  Jamaica,  he  came 
up  to  the  dty  of  Savannah  from  Tylee-river,  where  de- 
parting vessels  frequently  lay  ready  for  sea,  and  baptized 
Andrew  Bryan  and  Hannah  his  wife,  and  two  other 
black  women,  whose  names  were  Kate  and  Haeaf  •  These 
were  the  last  labours  of  George  Leile  in  this  quarter. 
About  nine  months  after  his  departure,  Andrew  began 
to  exhort  his  black  brethren  and  friends,  and  a  few  whites 
who  assembled  to  hear  him.  Edward  Davis,  Esq.  per- 
mitted  him  and  his  hearers  to  erect  a  rough  wooden 
building  on  his  land  at  Yamacraw,  in  the  suburbs  of 
Savannah.  Of  this  building  they  were,  in  a  short  time, 
very  artfully  dispossessed.  It  appears  that  these  poor, 
defenceless  slaves  met  with  much  opposition  from  the 
rude  and  merciless  white  people,  who,  under  various 
pretences,  interrupted  their  worship,  and  otherwise 
treated  them  in  a  barbarous  manner.  Andrew  Bryan, 
and  his  brother  Samson,  who  was  converted  about  a 
year  after  him,  were  twice  imprisoned,  and  they,  with 
about  fifty  others,  without  much  ceremony  were  severe- 
ly whipped.  Andrew  was  inhumanly  cut,  and  bled  abun- 
dantly ;  but  while  under  their  lashes,  he  held  up  his 
hands  and  told  his  persecutors,  that  he  rejoiced  not  only 
to  be  whipped,  but  would  freely  suffer  death  for  the  cause  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  Chief  Justice,  Henry  Osbourne,  James 
Habersham,  and  David  Montague,  Esquires,  were  their 
examinants,  who  released  them.  Jonathan  Bryan,  Esq. 
the  kind  master  of  Andrew  and  Samson,  interceded 
for  his  own  servants  and  the  rest  of  the  sufferers,  and 
was  much  grieved  at  their  punishment.  The  design 
of  these  unrighteous  proceedings  against  these  poor  inno- 
cent people,  was  to  stop  their  religious  meetings.  Their 
enemies  pretended,  that  under  a  pretence  of  religion, 
they  were  plotting  mischief  and  insurrections.  But  by 
well  doing  they  at  length  silenced  and  shamed  their  per- 
secutors, and  acquired  a  number  of  very  respectable  and 
influential  advocates  and  patrons,  who  not  only  rescued 
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them  from  the  power  of  their  enemies,  but  declared  that 
such  treatment  as  they  had  received  would  be  condemned 
even  among  barbarians.  The  Chief  Justice  Osbourne 
then  gave  them  liberty  to  continue  their  worship  any 
time  between  sun-rising  and  sun-set ;  and  the  benevolent 
Jonathan  Bryan  told  the  magistrates  that  he  would  give 
them  the  liberty  of  his  own  house  or  barrij  at  a  place  called 
Brampton,  about  three  miles  from  Savannah,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  interrupted  in  their  worship.  From 
this  period,  Andrew  and  Samson  set  up  meetings  at 
their  master's  barn,  where  they  bad  little  or  no  interrup- 
tion for  about  two  years.  Such  was  the  beginning  of 
the  first  African  church  in  Savannah,  which,  after  having 
been  the  mother  of  two  others,  now  contains  about  fit- 
teen  hundred  members. 

Not  long  after  Andrew  began  his  ministry,  and  his  con- 
verts began  to  increase,  they  were  visited  by  an  aged 
Baptist  minister,  whose  name  was  Thomas  Burton,  since 
deceased,  who,  on  a  credible  profession  of  their  faith, 
baptized  eighteen  of  Andrew's  black  hearers.  In  1 788, 
they  were  visited  by  Rev.  Abraham  Marshall,  of  Kioka, 
who  was  accompanied  by  a  young  preacher  of  colour,  by 
by  the  name  of  Jesse  Peter.  Mr.  Marshall  baptized  forty- 
five  more  of  the  congregation  in  one  day,  and  formed 
them  into  a  church,  and  ordained  Andrew  as  their  ad- 
ministrator and  pastor.  This  church,  at  first,  consisted 
of  upwards  of  eighty  members,  and  from  the  time  of 
its  organization,  under  the  successful  ministry  of  its  wor- 
thy pastor,  it  began  to  increase  very  fast ;  so  that  in  the 
year  2792,  their  number  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
thirty-five ;  and  besides  these,  there  were  three  hundred 
and  fifty,  who  had  been  received  as  converted  followers, 
many  of  whom  had  not  obtained  permission  of  their 
owners  to  be  baptized. 

Towards  the  dose  of  the  year  1792,  they  began  to 
build  a  place  of  worship  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  of 
Savannah,  which,  by  the  assistance  of  a  number  of  benev- 
olent  gentlemen  of  different  denominations,  was  finished 
in  due  time,  and  is  42  feet  by  49.  The  plan  of  building 
this  house,  it  seems,  was  projected  by  Messrs.  Jonathan 
Clark,  Ebenezer  Hills,  and  others.  The  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Savannah  gave  them  a  lot  for  the  purpose. 


:  tas  CharaOtr.md  :XkaA  tfAndntftr  Brfan. 

This  icoloured  johnrdb,  ^as  it  is  geaenlly  catted,,  (for  lUi 
mhtte  person iKlDiigs)tDit)is*now  aJarge  and  .respectable 
tfstafaUshmenL  iMaay  :Qf  itstiuembens  are^ee^  aodlare  pos- 
isessed  tof  someiestate.  lit  was  one  of  ihe  diree  chuctheB 
nvhtdi  ibrnKd  fthe  Savamialimver  lAasodation  ;  and  \x 
dts'xetufns  to  that  body  in  18ie,  it  contained  about  £F* 
iteen  thundred  metonbers,  .many  dF  .whom  belong  to  the 
iplantations  in  itbe  4DeigbbouThood  of  Savannah^  and  some 
lare  a  number  of  .tniles  out  in  the  country.  Jiut  their 
onasters  give  diom  liberty  .every  &dibath  to  <meet  widi 
4lieir  l>nethren,andtthe  poor  .creatures,  with: peculiar  de- 
Qigbt,  go  up  to  their  Jerusalem  to  worship. 

Andrew  Bryan^  the  tpastor  of  this  duirdi,  is  \vxsm  an 
•oldman,  and, is  q)oken  of  by  all  who.knfm:him.in  tmnns 
of  peculiar  respect.  He  was  born  at  a.  {dace.called  Goose- 
Cnek, about  .16. miles  from  Charleston^  (S.C^.in  urhaC 
year  is  not  Jssiown.  iHe  was  a  alav£  when  die  begauito 
ipreach ;  but  hisikind  onaster  indulged  him  with  uncom- 
.snon  fiberties.  i\fter>hts  death,  )he  pnrcdiased  ^huicee- 
.dom  of  one. of  .his  heins. 

(His  xhatacter  was  .thus  i  given  by  the  judicious  Joseph 
fCook'of  Ewhaw,  in  t?afi :  *^  His  igifts.are«maU;  kni\» 
is  dear  in  the  grand- doctoines  of  ihe  gospeL  J  b^fiervie 
iiim-^te  bettulyipious ;  and  ihe4ias  beeu'the  instrumeBt  tH 
doing  mwe  good  among  the  poor  slaves,  than  :att  nbe 
jeaincdv doctors  in  America.*^ 

Siace  writing  the  rabore,  fLhave\been  jiiifoaaed  \tf  Kir. 
MinMu  of  iSaivannah,  that  >this  veoecaUe  iman  (fimshed 
ihis  course  in  October,  I'Slfi.  He'^nasjSuppQsedtobaAie 
Jbeen  about  90  years  ef  :age«  His  :i»mains  were  iaterfed 
xvith :  peculiar  maiks  .*of  respect,  jiddresses  vere^ddrr* 
.«red at  the nttetk^-^bouse  by  Rev*  Mr.  Jebnsoni^f ithe 
Baptisr,  and  I>r«  iKoUook  of  /the  iBcesb^r^crian  cfaurdi^ 
About  five  thoussmd  attended  him  to  the  .grave,  wlieoe 
anociier  address  was  jdeliseered  bf  ^Mc.  Xhoaaas  F. 
Williams. 

Although  he  iwasa  alave  when  -be  Ixigan  to  fMieadi, 
<yet  he  kfit  an  estateworiAi  about  three thcmsand doilars* 
Me  is  siiceeeded  in  the  paaisoral  o&reiby  rhb>nephfiw  An^ 
dcew  Marahott,  who  is  now  working  his  itseae  «itt,  (as 
they  call  it) and  is  saki4u>(b&aman  of  :ptomisingkpafia. 
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Second  African  Baptist  Church  in  Savannah. 

This  church  was  formed  in  1 802,  and  now  consists  of 
upwards  of  three  hundred  members.  This  church  has 
also  a  comfortable  meeting-house  in  Savannah,  67  feet 
by  30.  It  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  a  very  respecta- 
ble black  preacher,  whose  name  is  Henry  Cunningham. 
He,  like  Andrew  Bryan,  was  originally  a  slave,  but  is 
now  free,  having  worked  his  time  out. 

The  African  Church  on  the  Great  Ogechee  River ^  commonly 
called  the  Great  Ogechee  Coloured  Church. 

This  body,  like  the  last  mentioned,  originated  fi^om 
the  African  church  in  Savannah,  under  the  care  of 
Andrew  Bryan  ;  and  was  constituted  in  1 303.  But  it 
has  not  been  so  prosperous  as  the  two  others,  and  has 
cKminished  rather  than  increased* 

African  Church  in  Augusta. 

This  church  appears  to  have  been  raised  up  by  the 
labours  of  Jesse  Peter,  a  black  preacher  of  very  respect- 
able talents,  and  an  amiable  character.  It  was  constitu* 
ted  in  1793,  by  elders  Abraham  Marshall  and  David 
Tinsley. 

Jesatt  Peter,  soHietimes  called  J^se  Golfin,  on  accounts 
of  his  master's  name,  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church 
a  number  of  years,  and  was  very  successful  in  his  min« 
istry.  I  find  hie  character  thus  given  by  Mr.  Abraham 
Marshall,  in  17M3,  in  Rippon's  Register,  Vol.  I.  p.  5if5 : 
^*  He  is  a  servant  of  Mr.  Goliin,  who  lives  twelve  mtlea 
below  Augusta,  and  who,  to  hLs  praise  be  it  spoken, 
treats  him  with  respect.  His  countenance  is  grave,  his 
voice  charming,  lus  delivery  good )  nor  is  he  a  novice 
in  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom.'' 
.  Mr.  Pet»  died  about  1806.  Their  present  pastor  is; 
Qesar  M^Cridy,  under  whose  ministry  the  church  sip* 
fears  to  flourish  and  prosper.  They  have  a  meetings 
Jbiouse  at  Springfield,  io  the  upper  end  q£  the  city  ot 
Augusta* 

VQU  2.  is 
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This  church  was  once  upwards  of  five  hundred  itk 
number ;  but  it  is  now  reduced,  by  various  means,  to  a 
fittle  less  than  four  hundred,  who  walk  together  in  har- 
mony and  love. 

This  church  has  belonged  to  the  Georgia  Association 
from  its  beginning.  Abraham  Marshall,  the  friend  of 
black  peopie,  lives  but  a  short  distance  from  it ;  and  to 
his  fatherly  care  they  are  much  indebted  for  m^any  of 
their  comforts. 

There  are  multitudes  of  black  people  in  aH  the 
churches  in  the  southern  States ;  but  1  know  of  no 
church  of  the  Baptist  denomination  which  is  wholly 
composed  of  them,  except  those  whose  history  has  been 
related* 

Their  white  brethren  generally  do  not  encourage 
them  to  form  churches  by  themselves.  Such  are  their 
circumstances,  their  mode  of  life,  and  their  want  of 
knowledge  to  regulate  church  affairs,  that  it  is  altogeth- 
er best,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  that  they  should 
be  connected  with  their  white  brethren,  who  are  capa- 
ble of  guiding  and  instructing  them* 

Some  Account  of  ibe  African  Baptists  in  the  Islands  of  Jamaica 

and  New-Providence, 

Jamaica.'^'^-^ln  tbb  island  there  are  now  two  Baptist 
diurches.  The  first  was  planted  by  a  black  man,  by 
the  name  of  George  Leile.  This  very  respectable  and 
successful  servant  of  the  Lord,  went  from  Savannah  to 
Jamaica,  about  the  close  of  the  American  war.  He  was 
bom  in  Virginia  about  1 11X> ;  his  father's  name  was 
Leile,  and  his  mother's  name  was  Nancy.  His  master's 
name  was  Henry  Sharp,  who,  some  time  before  the  war, 
removed  and  settled  in  Georgia.  He  was  a  Baptist^ 
and  a  deacon  of  a  Baptist  church  of  which  Elder  Matthew 
Moore  was  pastor  at  the  time  of  George's  conversion. 
By  Mr.  Moore's  preaching,  this  poor  slave  was  awakened 
to  a  sense  of  his  lost  condition,  about  two  years  b^re 
the  war.  After  labouring  under  great  distress  of  mind, 
about  six  months,  he  was  brought  to  rejmce  in  the 
truth,  and  was,  not  long  after,  baptized  by  Mr.  Moor*, 
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tiid  received  into  his  church.  He  was  soon  discovered 
to  have  ministerial  gifts,  and  accordingly  the  church 
gave  him  approbation  to  preach.  He  soon  began  to  la* 
hour  with  good  success  at  different  plantations.  Some, 
times  he  preached  on  the  evenings  of  Lord's  days  to  the 
church  to  which  he  belonged,  and  for  about  three  years 
be  preached  at  Brampton  and  Yamacraw,  in  the  neighs 
bourhood  of  Savannah,  Mr.  Sharp,  his  master,  was  kind 
to  his  servant  and  brother,  and  gave  him  his  freedom 
not  long  after  he  began  to  preach ;  but  he  continued  in 
the  family  until  his  master's  death,  who  was  killed  in 
the  war.  George  then  went  free ;  but  some  interested 
heirs,  being  dissatisfied  with  his  liberation,  threw  him 
into  prison ;  but  by  producing  the  proper  papers,  h^ 
was  released  ;  his  particular  friend  in  this  business,  was 
a  CoL  Kirkland.  At  the  evacuation  of  the  country  by 
the  British,  he  went  to  Jamaica  with  Col.  Kirkland,  to 
:whom  he  was  then  an  indented  servant,  for  money  which 
he  owed  him.  The  company  landed  at  Kingston,  and 
Col.  Kirkland  reLommended  George  to  General  Camp* 
bell,  the  Governour  of  the  island,  who  employed  him  two 
years,  and  when  he  left  Jamaica  for  England,  he  gave 
him  a  certificate  for  his  good  behaviour.  About  this 
time  he  had  procured  money  enough  to  settle  Col.  Kirk* 
land's  demand  on  him,  and  then  he  received  from  the 
vestry  and  Governor,  a  certificate  of  the  freedom  of  him- 
self and  family ;  for  he  had  now  a  wife  and  a  number  of 
children.  As  soon  as  he  had  thus  established  himself  in 
the  country,  he  set  up  a  meeting  in  a  small  private  house 
in  Kingston,  in  September,  1 784 ;  he  immediately  had  a 
smart  congregation,  and  his  preaching  was  attended 
with  very  good  effect  among  the  poorer  sort,  especially 
the  slaves.  In  a  short  time  he.  formed  a  church  of  only 
five  persons,  including  himself.  The  people  at  first  per^ 
secuted  them,  both  at  their  meetings  and  baptisms.  It 
must  have  been  rude  fellows  of  the  baser  sort  indeed, 
whatever  w^re  their  pretensions,  who  would  thus  dis« 
turb  these  poor  defenceless  people.  But  they  found 
friends  in  the  magistrates,  who  appear,  by  a  number  of 
accounts,  to  have  treated  George  and  his  religious  asso* 
ci;^tes  with  much  humanity  and  kindness.  They,  in  the 
flfrly  st^e  of  their  proceedings^  presented  a  petition  tQ 
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the  HormrMe  Hmtse  of  Assembly^  in  which  they^  set 
forth  their  distresses,  and  desired  liberty  to  worsJhip  AU 
mighty  God,  according  to  the  tenets  of  the  Bible/'  Th« 
Assembly  sanctioned  their  proceedings,  by  granting  them 
the  liberty  they  desired ;  upon  which,  opposition  ceased; 

From  this  small  beginning,  the  Baptist  cause  prevailed 
very  rapidly  among  the  poor  Jamaica  negroes  so  that  in 
seven  years  from  the  formation  of  the  church,  viz.  ia 
1791,  there  were,  according  to  Mr.  Leile's  statement, 
^bout  four  hundred  and  fifty,  who  had,  in  a  judgment 
of  charity,  been  converted  to  Christ ;  four  hundred  of 
whom  had  been  baptized.  And  together  with  well-wish* 
ers  and  followers  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  he  reck- 
oned about  fifteen  hundred  people* 

About  six  years  after  this  church  was  planted,  Dr« 
Rippon  of  London  was  informed  of  the  pleasing  event, 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook*  of  Ewhaw,  (S.  C);  and  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  learning  more  of  George  Leile  and  his  nume« 
rous  converts,  he  immediately  wrote  letters  to  Mr.  Cook, 
to  Mr.  Jonathan  Clark,  of  Savannah,  and  to  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's people  at  Kingston ;  a  number  of  communications 
Were  forwarded  by  di0erent  persons,  the  sybstsuice  of 
which  h^  inserted  in  his  Annual  Register,  which  he  was 
publishing  at  that  time,  from  which  the  preceding 
sketches  have  been  selected  ;  and  from  the  same  work 
I  shall  now  transcribe  the  following  letters ;  as  they  wm 
furnish  the  reader  with  a  better  view  of  the  character  of 
Mr.  Leile  and  his  followers',  than  can  otherwise  be  given. 
Previous,  however,  to  introducing  the  testimony  of  oth^ 
ers,  it  may  be  proper  to  insert  the  account  which  Mr. 
Leile  has  given  of  himself  and  people,  which  he  commui' 
nicated  to  Dr.  Rippon,  in  answer  to  more  than  fifty 
questions  which  the  Poctor  had  proposed  to  him  : 

'*  1  cannot  justly  tell  what  is  my  age,  as  I  have  no  ac- 
count of  the  time  of  my  birth ;  but  I  suppose  I  am  about 
40  years  old  (in  1791.)  I  have  a  yrife  and  four  children. 
My  wife  was  baptized  by  me  in  Savannah,  and  I  have 
every  satisfaction  in  life  from  her.  She  is  much  the 
same  age  as  myself.  My  eldest  son  is  nineteen  years, 
my  next  son  seventeen,  the  third  fourteen,  and  the  last 
fhild  a  girl  of  eleven  years  ;  they  are  all  members  of  the 
^^rph*    My  occupatiop  js  a  ^urmer,  but  as  tti^  s^asoiir^ 
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fa  this  part  of  the  country,  are  uncertain,  I  alto  keep  a 
team  of  horses  and  waggons,  for  the  carrying  goods 
from  one  place  to  another,  which  I  attend  to  myself 
with  the  assistance  of  my  sons ;  and  by  this  way  of  life 
have  gained  the  good  will  of  the  publick,  who  recom* 
mend  me  to  business,  and  to  some  very  principal  work 
for  Government.  I  have  a  few  books,  some  good  old 
authors  and  sermons,  and  one  large  Bible  that  was  given 
me  by  a  gentleman.  A  good  many  of  our  members  can 
read,  and  are  all  desirous  to  learn ;  they  will  be  very 
thankful  for  a  few  books  to  read  on  Sundays  and  other 
days. 

^^  I  agree  to  election,  redemption,  the  fall  of  Adam, 
regeneration,  and  perseverance,  knowing  the  promise  is 
to  all  who  endure,  in  grace,  faith,  and  good  works,  to 
the  end,  shall  be  saved. 

^^  There  is  no  Baptist  church  in  this  country  but  ours. 
We  have  purchased  a  piece  of  land  at  the  east  end  of 
Kingston,  containing  three  acres,  for  the  sum  of  ^  1 55^* 
currency,  and  on  it  have  begun  a  meeting-house,  57  feet 
in  len^h  by  37^n  breadth.  We  have  raised  the  brick 
wall  eight  feet  high  from  the  foundation,  and  intend 
to  have  a  gallery.  Several  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  other  gentlemen,  have  subscri* 
bed  towards  the  building,  about  £^  40.  The  chief  part 
€^  our  congregation  are  slan)€s^  and  their  owners  allow 
them,  in  common,  but  three  or  four  bits  per  weekf  for 
allowance  to  feed  themselves ;  and  out  of  so  small  a 
sum  we  cannot  expect  any  thing  that  can  be  of  service 
from  them ;  if  we  did,  it  would  soon  bring  a  scandal 
upon  religion  ;  and  the  free  people  in  our  society  are 
but  poor,  but  they  are  all  willing,  both  free  and  slaves, 
to  do  what  they  can.  As  for  my  part,  I  am  too  much 
entangled  with  the  afiairs  of  the  world  to  go  on,  as  I 
would,  with  my  design,  in  supporting  the  cause ;  this 
has,  1  acknowledge,  been  a  great  hindrance  to  the  gos- 
pei  in  one  way ;  but  a3 1  have  endeavoured  to  set  a  good 
example  of  industry  before  the  inhabitants  of  the  land, 
i,t  has  given  general  satisfaction  another  way.   And,  Rev. 

V  •  £"140  currency  is  £100  sterling, 

t  A  bit  is  about  five  penoe  lialf-pomy  steriiDs; 
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Sir,  we  think  the  Liord  has  put  it  in  the  power  of  tlw 
Baptist  societies  in  England  to  help  and  assist  us  in  com« 
pleting  this  building,  which  we  look  upon  will  be  thfi^ 
greatest  undertaking  ever  was  in  this  country  for  the 
bringing  of  souls  from  darkness  into  the  light  of  the 
gospel.  And  as  the  Lord  has  put  in  your  heart  to  in- 
quire after  us,  we  place  all  our  confidence  in  you,  to 
make  our  circumstances  known  to  the  several  Baptist 
churches  in  England ;  and  we  look  upon  you  as  ouJC 
£ither,  friend,  and  brother. 

'*  Within  the  brick  wall  we  have  a  shelter,  in  which 
we  worship,  until  our  building  can  be  accomplished. 

**  Your  letter  was  read  to  the  church  two  or  three 
times,  and  did  create  a  great  deal  of  love  and  warmness 
throughout  the  whole  congregation,  who  shouted  for 
joy  and  comfort,  to  think  that  the  Lord  had  been  so 
gracious  as  to  satisfy  us  in  this  country  with  the  very 
same  religion  with  our ^  beloved  brethren  in  the  old  coun« 
try,  according  to  the  Scriptures  ;  and  that  such  a  wor- 
thy ot  London,  should  write,  in  so  loving  a  man- 
ner, to  such  poor  worms  as  we  are.  And  I  beg  leave 
to  say,  that  the  whole  congregation  sang  out  that  they 
would,  through  the  assistance  of  God,  remember  you 
in  their  prayers.  They  all  together  give  their  Christian 
love  to  you,  and  all  the  worthy  professors  of  Jesu3 
Christ  in  your  church  at  London ;  and  beg  the  prayers 
of  your  congregation,  and  the  prayers  of  the  churches 
in  general,  wherever  it  pleases  you  to  make  known  our 
circumstances.  I  remain,  with  the  utmost  love,  Rev« 
Sir,  your  unworthy  fellow4abourer,  servant,  and  brother 
in  Christ,  GEORGE  LEILE. 

*'  P.  S.  We  have  chosen  twelves  trustees,  all  of 
whom  are  members  of  our  church,  whose  names  are 
specified  in  the  title ;  the  title  proved  and  recorded  in 
the  Secretary's  office  of  this  island/' 

The  following  letter,  directed  to  Dr.  Rippon,  was 
dated  Kingston,  Jamaica,  Nov.  26,  17iii. 
"  Reverend  Sir^ 

"  The  perusal  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  July  last  gave 
me  much  pleasure,  to  find  that  you  had  interested  your- 
self  to  serve  the  glorious  cause  Mr.  Leile  is  engaged  in* 
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He  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  past,  very  zealous 
In  the  min^try ;    but  his  congregation  being  chiefly 
slaves,  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  support  him  ; 
therefore,  he  has  been  obliged  to  do  it  from  his  own  in- 
dustry ;    this  has  taken  a  considerable  part  of  his  time, 
^nd  much  of  his  attention  from  his  labours  in  the  minis- 
try :  however,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  it  has  been  of  es- 
sential service  to  the  cause  of  God,  for  his  industry  has 
set  a  good  example  to  his  flock,  and  has  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  enemies  to  religion  to  say,  that  he  has  been 
eating  the  bread  of  idleness,  or  lived  upon  the  poor 
slaves.     The  idea  that  too  much  prevails  here  amongst 
the  masters  of  slaves  is,  that  if  their  minds  are  consider- 
ably enlightened  by  religion  or  otherwise,  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  the   most   dangerous  consequences ; 
and  this  has  been  the  only  cause  why  the  Methodise 
tainisters  and  Mr.  Leile,  have  not  made  a  greater  prog- 
ress in  the  ministry  amongst  the  slaves.     Alas !    how 
much  is  it  to  be  lamented,  that  a  full  quarter  of  a  million 
of  poor  souls  should  so  long  remain  in  a  state  of  nature  ; 
and  that  masters  should  be  so  blind  to  their  own  interest, 
as  not  to  know  the  difference  between  obedience,  enforc- 
ed by  the  lash  of  the  whip,  and  that  which  flows  from 
religious  principles.     Although  I  much  admire  thtgener^ 
at  doctrine  preached  in  the  Methodist  church,  yet  I  by  no 
means  approve  of  their  discipline  set  up  by  Mr.  Wesley, 
that  reverend  man  of  God.     I  very  early  saw  into  the 
impropriety  of  admitting  slaves  into  their  societies,  w/'/A- 
out  permission  of  their  owners^  and  told  them  the  conse- 
quences that  would  attend  it ;  but  they  rejected  my  ad- 
vice ;  and  it  has  not  only  prevented  the  increase  of  their 
church,  but  has  raised  them  many  enemies.     Mr.  Leile 
has  very  wisely  acted  a  different  part.     He  has,  I  believe, 
admitted  no  slaves  into  his  society  but  those  who  had  ob- 
tained permission  from  their  owners,  by  which  he  has 
made  many  friends  ;    and  I  think  the  Almighty  is  now 
opening  a  way  for  another  church  in  the  capital,  where 
the  Methodists  could  not  gain  any  ground.     A  short 
time  will  determine  it,  of  which  I  shall  advise  you.     I 
really  have  not  lime  to  enter  so  fully  on  this  subject  as 
I  wish,  being  very  much  engaged  in  my  own  temporal 
TtSajTSj  and  at  present  having  no  clerk.    The  love  I  bear 
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servants  return  in  due  time  ;  for  nehich  reason^  I  shall 
be  greatly  obliged  to  you  to  send  me  out,  as  soon  as 
pbssible,  a  bell,  that  can  be  heard  about  two  miles  dis^ 
tance^  with  the  price.  I  have  one  at  present,  but  it  is 
rather  smalL  The  slaves  may  then  be  permitted  to 
come  and  return  in  due  time ;  for  at  present  we  meet 
very  irregular,  in  respect  to  hours.  I  remain  with  the 
utmost  regard,  love^  and  esteem,  Rev,  Sir,  yours^  &c. 

•'GEORGE  LEILE.*' 

The  next  January,  Mr.  Leile  wrote  again  to  Dr.  Rip^ 
pon  as  follows : 

•^  Our  meeting-house  is  now  covered  in>  and  the  low« 
er  floor  was  completed  the  24th  of  last  month.  We 
suppose  We  are  indebted  for  lumber,  lime^  bricks,  &c« 
between  4  knd  500  pounds*  I  am  not  able  to  eicpress 
the  thanks  I  d*tt  for  your  kind  attention  to  me,  and 
the  cause  of  God.  llie  schoolmaster,  together  with 
the  members  of  our  church,  return  their  sincere  thanks 
for  the  books  you  have  been  pleased  to  send  them :  being 
so  well  adapted  to  the  society,  they  have  given  great  sat- 
is&ction; 

••  I  hope  shortly  to  ^end  you  a  full  account  of  the 
number  of  people  in  our  societies,  in  di£ferent  parts  of 
this  island.    I  have  baptized  near  500. 

^^  I  have  purchased  a  piece  of  land  in  Spanish-Town^ 
the  capital  of  this  island,  for  a  burying-ground,  with  a 
house  upon  it,  which  serves  for  a  meeting-house.  James 
Jones;  Esq.  one  of  the  magistrates  of  this  town,  and 
Secretary  of  the  island,  told  me,  that  the  Hon.  William 
Mitchell,  Esq.  the  Gustos,  had  empowered  him  to  grant 
me  license  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  they  have  given  me 
liberty,  to  make  mention  of  their  names  in  any  congrega* 
tion  where  we  are  interrupted.  Mr.  Jones  has  given  per- 
mission for  all  his  negroes  to  be  taught  the  word  of  God. 
The  gospel  is  taking  great  effect  in  :this  town.  My 
brethren  and  sisters,  in  general,  most  aifectionately  give 
their  Christian  love  to  you,  and  all  the  dear  lovers  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  your  church  at  London,  and  beg  that 
they  and  all  the  other  churches  will  femember  the  poor 
Ethiopian  Baptists  of  Jamaica  in  their  prayers.  I  remain, 
dear  Sir  and  brother,  your  unworthy  feUow^labofurer  in 
Christ,  GEORGE  LEILE/' 


Thomas  N.  Swigle^s  Letters  to  Dn  Ripporu        20S 

The  April  fonowing^  one  of  Mr.  LeIIe's  associates  thus 
wrote  to  the  assiduous  Doctor,  who  took  much  pains  to 
learn  the  affairs  of  his  sable  brethren ; 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir. 

^^  I  am  one  of  the  poor,  unworthy,  helpless  creatures, 
born  in  this  island,  whom  our  glorious  Master,  Jesus 
Christ,  was  graciously  pleased  to  call  from  a  state  of 
darkness  to  the  marvellous  light  of  the  gospel;  and 
since  our  Lord  hath  bestowed  his  mercy  on  my  soul,  our 
beloved  minister,  by  the  consent  of  the  church,  a]:^int» 
ed  me  deacon,  school-master,  and  his  principal  helper. 

**  We  have  great  reason  in  this  island  to  praise  and 
glorify  the  Lord,  for  his  goodness  and  loving*kindnesa, 
m  sending  his  blessed  gospel  amongst  us,  by  our  welL 
beloved  minister,  brother  Leile.  We  were  living  in 
slavery  to  sin  and  Satan,  and  the  Lord  hath  redeemed 
our  souls  to  a  state  of  happiness,  to  praise  his  glorious 
and  ever-blessed  name  ;  and  we  hope  to  enjoy  everlasting 
peace  by  the  promise  of  our  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Uessed  gospel  is  spreading  wonderfully 
in  this  island  :  believers  are  daily  coming  into  the  church ; 
and  we  hope  in  a  litde  time  to  see  Jamaica  become  a 
Christian  country. 

^^  I  remain,  respectfully.  Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  your  poor 
brother  in  Christ, 

«*  THOMAS  NICHOLAS  SWIGLE," 

I  find  no  account  of  the  progress  of  this  church,  nor 
of  the  afiiiirs  of  our  African  brethren  in  this  island,  for 
about  nine  years  from  the  last*mentioned  date,  until  the 
following  letter  was  written,  by  which  it  appears  that 
they  were  in  a  prosperous  state. 

^^  Kingston^  Jamaica j  May  1,  1809. 
"  Rev.  and  dear  Siry 
^^  Since  our  blessed  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  permit 
me  to  have  the  rule  of  a  church  of  believers,  I  have  bap- 
tized one  hundred  and  eleven ;  and  I  have  a  sanctioa 
from  the  'Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Rees,  rector  of  this  town 
and  parish,  who  is  one  the  ministers  appointed  by 
bit  Msgesty  to  hold  an  ecdesi^tial  jurisdicdon  over 
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the  clergy  in  this  island,  confirmed  by  a  law  passed  by 
the  legislative  body  of  this  island,  made  and  provided 
for  that  purpose. 

'*  Our  church  consists  of  people  of  colour,*  and  black 
people  ;  some  of  free  condition,  but  the  greater  part  of 
them  are  slaves  and  natives  from  the  different  countries 
in  Africa.  Our  number,  both  in  town  and  country,  is 
about  five  hundred  brethren,  and  our  rule  is  to  baptize 
once  in  three  months  ;  to  receive  the  Lord's  supper  the 
first  Lord's- day  in  every  month,  after  evening  seryice  is 
over ;  and  we  have  meetings  on  Tuesday  and  Thurs- 
day evenings  throughout  the  year.  The  whole  body  of 
our  church  is  divided  into  several  classes,  which  meet 
every  Monday  evening,  to  be  examined  by  their  class- 
leaders,  respecting  their  daily  walk  and  conversation ; 
and  I  am  truly  happy  to  acquaint  you,  that  since  the 
gospel  has  been  preached  in  Kingston,  there  never  was 
fio  great  a  prospect  for  the  spread  of  the  same  as  there  is 
now.  Numbers  and  numbers  of  young  people  are  flocks 
ing  dsuly  to  join  both  our  society  and  the  Methodists^ 
who  have  about  four  hundred.  Religion  so  spreads  in 
Kingston,  that  those  who  will  not  leave  the  Church  of 
England  to  join  the  Dissenters  "have  formed  themselves 
into  evening  societies.  It  is  delightful  to  hear  the  pea* 
pie,  at  the  different  places,  singing  psalms,  hvmns  and 
spiritual  songs  ;  and  to  see  a  great  number  of  them,  who 
Uved  in  the  sinful  state  of  fornication,  (which  is  the  com* 
mon  way  of  living  in  Jamaica)  now  married,  having  put 
9way  that  deadly  sin. 

*'  Qur  place  ot  worship  is  so  very  much  crow^ded,  that 
numbers  are  obliged  to  stand  out  of  doors.  We  are  going 
to  build  a  larger  chapel  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  people 
being  poor,  and  so  many  of  them  slaves,  we  are  not 
able  to  go  on  so  quick  as  we  could  wish,  without  we 
should  meet  with  such  friends  as  love  our  Lord  and 
Master,  Jesus  Christ,  to  enable  us  in  going  on  with  so 
glorious  an  undertaking. 

**I  preach,  baptize,  marry,  attend  funerals,  and  go 
through  every  work  of  the  ministry  without  fee  or  re» 

« 

♦  In  most  pnrts  of  the  United  States,  the  term  fieo/ile  qf  colour  is  intencied 
to  be  :i  more  respectful  name  lior  b|2ick  people ;  but  it  is  preftmlile  thi^  wrHfT 
here  intends  Creoles. 


ward  I  and  I  can  boldly  say,  for  these  sixteen  years  since 
I  began  to  teach  and  instruct  the  poor  Ethiopians  in  this 
island  the  wwd  of  God,  (though  many  and  many  times 
travelling  night  and  day  over  rivers  and  mountains,  to 
inculcate  the  ever-blessed  gospel)  that  I  never  was  compile 
mented  with  so  much  as  a  pair  of  shoes  to  my  feet,  or  a 
hat  to  my  head,  or  money,  or  apparel,  or  any  thing  else,  as 
a  recompense  for  my  labour  and  my  trouble,  from  any  of 
my  brethren,  or  any  other  person.  My  intention  is  to 
follow  the  example  set  before  me  by  the  holy  Apostle 
St.  Paul,  to  labour  with  my  hands  for  the  things  I  stand 
in  need  of,  to  support  myself  and  family,  and  to  let  the 
church  of  Christ  be  free  from  incumbrances. 

^^  We  have  five  trustees  to  our  chapel  and  burying- 
ground,  eight  deacons,  and  six  exhorters. 

^^  1  bad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mn  V.  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Cumberland,  in  this  town,  who  has  been  at  my 
iiowe  and  at  our  chapel,  and  has  seen  all  my  church- 
books,  and  the  manner  in  which  I  have  conducted  our 
society.  He  has  lately  sailed  for  England  with  Admiral 
Montague,  and  when  he  sees  you,  he  will  be  able  to  tell 
you  of  our  proceedings  better  than  I  can  write. 

^  All  my  beloved  brethren  bee  their  Christian  love  to 
you  and  all  your  dear  brethren  m  the  best  bonds  ;  and 
they  also  beg  yourself  and  them  will  be  pleased  to  re« 
member  the  poor  Ethiopian  Baptists  in  their  prayers, 
and  be  pleased  also  to  accept  the  same  from.  Rev.  and 
dear  Sir,  your  poor  unworthy  brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,        ^  THOMAS  NICHOLAS  SWIGLE. 

**  P.  S.  Brothers  Baker,  Gilbert,  and  others  of  the 
Africans,  are  going  on  wonderfully  in  the  Lord's  service, 
in  the  interiour  part  of  the  country." 

The  circumstance  of  Mr.  Swigle*s  being  in  the  care  of 
the  church  at  Kingston,  led  me  to  think  that  George 
Leile  was  dead.  But  I  now  conclude  that  he  was  then 
labouring  in  the  interiour  of  the  country.  I  have  lately 
learnt  from  Mr.  Johnson  of  Savannah,  and  he  received 
his  information  from  the  coloured  brethren  there,  that 
letters  were  received  in  Savannah,  about  1810,  from 
Mr#  lieilpj  stating  that  he  had  met  with  great  success  in 


90ft        Afrkan  Baptists  in  one  (ftbe  Bahama  Islands. 

his  ministry;  that  he  had  constituted  a  respectable 
church  in  the  interiour  of  the  country,  as  a  branch  of 
the  mother  church ;  that  the  meeting-house  in  Kings^ 
ton,  with  the  steeple  and  bell,  cost  four  thousand  pounds. 

A  short  Account  of  the  African  Baptists  in  Providence^  one 

of  the  Bahama  Islands, 

In  179 1 9  George  Leile  wrote  to  Dr.  Rippon  as  foU 

lows :    "  Brother  Amos is  at  Providence.     He 

writes  me  that  the  gospel  has  taken  good  effect,  and  is 
spreading  greatly.  He  has  about  three  hundred  mem- 
bers.'* This  Amos  was  a  negro  preacher,  and  proba« 
bly  went  from  Georgia  with  George  Leile.  It  appears 
by  Asplund's  Regbter,  that  this  church  was  gathered  in 
1788.  I  have  also  learnt  from  Mr.  Johnson,  that  letters 
were  received  from  Amos  by  the  black  brethren  in  Ssir 
vannah,  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  stating  that  his  church 
had  increased  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

I  know  of  no  other  Baptist  churches  in  the  West-In^ 
dies.  The  Methodists  and  Moravians  have  made  nume- 
rous converts,  and  formed  large  establishments.  In 
1809,  according  to  Lee's  History  of  the  Methodists^ 
there  were  of  that  society,  in  all  the  WestJndia  islands^ 
upwards  of  twelve  thousand. 

The  African  Baptist  churches  in  Philadelphia,  New* 
York,  and  Boston,  have  been  noticed  under  the  headt 
of  those  respective  cities. 

We  shall  now  close  this  chapter  with  some  general 
observations  on  the  condition  of  the  converted  negroes^ 
and  the  slaves  generally  in  the  southern  States.  We 
shall  not  enter  mto  the  merits  of  slavery,  nor  dwell 
much  upon  the  arguments  which  are  brought  for  and 
against  it.  We  design  to  go  no  farther  into  the  invest!^ 
gation  of  this  unhappy  policy,  than  to  exhibit  something 
of  the  circumstances  of  our  African  brethren,  who  are 
involved  in  it. 

Slaves  are  the  most  numerous  in  Virginia,  the  two 
Carolinas,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  There 
are  some  in  a  number  of  the  other  States  ;  but  in  these 
six,  the  great  body  of  them  is  found,  and  Virginia  alone 
contains  about  three  hundred  thousand,  almost  one-third 
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of  its  whole  populaticm.  And  I  know  not  but  the  pro- 
portion is  as  great  in  the  five  other  States.  In  all  the 
States  under  consideration  there  are  multitudes  of  Made 
people  and  Creoles,  who  are  not  slaves.  Some  are  the 
descendants  of  manumitted  ancestors  ;  many  who  were 
born  slaves  have  been  liberated  by  benevolent  and  con- 
scientious owners,  and  others  have  purchased  their  own 
freedom. 

Multitudes  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  States  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  slavery  ;  some  from  principle,  and  others 
for  the  want  of  means  to  obtain  them. 

The  Quakers,  who  are  numerous  in  some  of  the  south- 
ern States,  to  their  praise  be  it  spoken,  would  never  hold 
slaves. 

The  Methodists  in  some  places  set  out  on  this  prind- . 
pie :  their  ministers  preached  against  slavery ;   many  set 
them  at  liberty ;  but  I  believe  at  present  their  scruples  are 
mostly  laid  aside. 

The  Baptists  are  by  no  means  uniform  in  their  opin- 
ions of  slavery.  Many  let  it  alone  altogether ;  some  re- 
mmistrate  against  it  in  eentle  terms ;  others  oppose  it 
vehemently  ;  while  far  the  greater  part  of  them  hold 
slaves,  and  justify  themselves  the  best  way  they  can. 
.  In  the  six  States  we  have  named,  there  are  now  about 
ninety  thousand  Baptist  communicants ;  and  I  condude 
as  many  as  forty  thousand  of  this  great  number  are  ne- 
groes. Many  of  them  it  is  true  are  free,  but  the  greatest 
part  of  them  are  slaves.  Thousands  of  them  are  owned 
by  Baptist  masters,  and  others  by  other  people.  The 
owners  of  slaves  have  generally  been  loaded  with  re- 
proachful invectives  for  their  practice.  They  have  been 
all,  without  discrimination,  charged  with  a  want  of  both 
principle  and  feeling,  with  tyranny,  cruelty,  and  oppres- 
sion. But  **  to  discriminate  is  just.** — Many  must  be 
blamed,  but  others  ought  rather  to  be  pitied.  Many  of 
the  best  of  masters  have  slaves,  who  are  idle,  thievish, 
stupid,  and  suspidous,  and  every  way  calculated  to  vex 
their  feelings  and  mar  all  their  enjoyments :  and  what- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  condition  of  their  slaves,  all 
must  allow  that  the  masters*  is  more  wretched  than 
tlieirs.  Many  I  have  seen  are  heartily  sick  of  having 
slaves  about  them,  and  think  that  the  people  at  the 
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northward,  who  are  free  from  the  incumbrance  of  this 
troublesome  property,  are  far  more  happy  than  they. 

In  travelling  to  collect  materials  for  this  work,  I  spent 
about  five  months  in  the  six  States  now  under  consider- 
ation. I  set  out  with  a  determination  to  say  nothing  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  j  but  people  would  converse  upon 
it.  Some  were  very  curious  to  learn  the  minds  of  the 
northern  people  respecting  slavery ;  others  wanted  to 
know  how  we  could  do  our  work  without  negroes  ;  and 
many  were  anxious  to  clear  themselves  of  the  unjust  as- 
persions, which,  in  their  opinions,  had  been  cast  upon 
them.  There  is  a  class  of  people,  (though  I  am  happy  to 
say  I  do  not  find  many  in  it  who  profess  religion)  that 
entrench  themselves  around  with  their  laws,  their  cils* 
toms,  and  their  wealth,  and  spurn  with  indignity  any 
scruple  of  the  lawfulness  of  holding  slaves.  There  is 
another  class,  who  are  so  amazingly  suspicious  that  y<>u 
are  about  to  censure  them,  that  it  seems  really  cruel'  to 
mention  one  word  against  the  slave-holding  policy.  But 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  those  brethren,  who  are  con- 
cerncd  in  slavery,  converse  upon  the  subject  with  much 
frankness,  and  the  following  are  the  principal  jresisons 
which  they  assign  for  their  practice : 

1st.  They  had  no  hand  in  bringing  them  itito  the 
country ;  but  since  they  are  brought,  somebody  must 
take  care  of  them. 

2d.  They  cost  them  much  money,  generally  from 
three  to  five  hundred  dollars  apiece,  and  sometimes  more  j 
if  they  set  them  free,  all  this  must  be  sacrificed. 

Sd.  Others  observed  they  had  inherited  their  slaves 
as  a  part  of  their  patrimonial  estate :  they  came  to  them 
without  their  seeking,  and  now  they  know  no  better 
way  than  to  find  them  employment,  and  make  them  as 
comfortable  as  their  circumstances  would  permit. 

4th.  Some  mentioned  that  the  Romans  and  other 
nations  had  slaves ;  that  they  were  numerous  at  the 
introduction  of  Christianity ;  that  neither  Christ  nor 
the  Apostles,  nor  any  of  the  New-Testament  writers 
said  any  thing  against  it ;  that  if  it  were  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  it  is  strange  that  it  is  no  where 
prohibited.  ITie  last  of  these  arguments  has  just  about 
as  much  weight  as  those  which  are  brought  in  support 
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of  {phaxt  bapdstn ;   the  others  I  shall  leave  without 
any  comment. 

The  fact  isy  most  of  the  people  under  consideration^ 
awoke  into  being  surrounded  with  slaves,  and  now  they 
must  make  the  best  they  can  of  their  Mtuation. 

But  it  is  a  well-known  and  pleasing  fact,  that  the  evils 

I  of  slavery  are  yearly  diminishing.    Worldly  policy  has 

\  done  something  towards  ameliorating  the  condition  of 

this  numerous  class  of  pitiful }  beings  but  religion  has 

done  much  more. 

Anxious  that  these  strictures  should  be  made  with 
candouff  and  correctness,  and  give  a  true,  impartial  rep* 
resentation  of  the  business  of  slavery,  as  it  is  practbed 
among  our  southern  brethren,  I  addressed  a  number  of 
ministers  on  the  subject,  and  requested  their  assistance 
towards  forming  this  article.  But  few,  however,  seem- 
ed  inclined  to  say  much  about  it.  But  Mr.  Botsford  of 
Georgetown,  South-Carolina,  entered  cheerfully  and  in- 
genuously upon  the  subject,  and  the  following  is  a  part 
of  his  communication.  ^^  I  have  now  been  in  this  coun- 
try upwards  of  forty-six  years,  as  I  arrived  in  Charles^ 
ton  from  England  in  1766,  then  something  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  had  never  heard  much  respect- 
ing the  negroes,  or  had  seen  more  than  four  or  five.  I 
had  every  prejudice  I  could  have  against  slavery,  I  must 
confess  to  this  day,  I  am  no  advocate  for  it.  But  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  in  the  same  light  it  did  on  my  first  ar- 
rival. It  is  true,  the  slaves  have  no  hope  of  freedom, 
and  it  is  also  true,  they  have  no  proper  idea  of  the  nature 
of  ffeedontu  Many  in  their  own  country  were  slaves, 
and  many  who  were  not,  were  miserable.  Several  with 
whom  I  nave  conversed,  have  really  preferred  their  pres-* 
ent  state  in  this  country  to  their  own  country,  though 
in  that  they  were  free.  It  is  more  than  probable,  how« 
ever,  were  the  slave-trade  abolished,  their  own  country 
would  be  more  desirable.  I  will  give  you  an  anecdote  of 
a  middle  aged  woman,  who  came  to  me  a  few  weeks  ago, 
to  tell  me  the  good  things  God  had  done  for  her  souL 
Among  other  things,  she  very  heartily  thanked  God  for 
bringing  her  into  this  country,  to  hear  the  blessed  gospel. 
**  Well  but,"  said  I,  *•  you  are  a  slave."  She  rephed, 
^'  O,  Massa,  I  am  a  slave  for  true,  but  I  have  a  good  mas« 
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12  and  mUsis.  I  wish  all  my  countrymen  and  ^mnnea 
were  here  to  hear  this  blessed  gos^pel."  "  What,  and  be 
^aves  too?'*  said  L  ^^O  Massa,"  said  she,  ^^my  own  couh'* 
try  too  bad ;  this  the  best  country  for  poor  negro,  too 
much  if  he  get  good  Massa/*  She  is  not  the  only  one  I  have 
heard  express  themselves  in  much  the  same  manner.^ 

Mr.  Botsford  observes  that  there  are  but  few  planta« 
tions  in  South-Carolina,  which  have  not  an  opportunity 
of  attending  worships  either  amoi^  themselves  or  at 
some  publics  place.  Some  masters,  it  is  true,  discourage 
all  kinds  of  worship  among  their  slaves ;  but  many,  who 
are  not  religious  themselves,  are  yet  willing  that  their 
slaves  shoidd  attend  to  religion,  and  sufl^r  them  to  go 
to  places  of  worship,  and  pernok  exhorters  to  come  on 
their  plantations,  &c. 

Mr.  Botsford  has  a  few  slaves  in  his  possession^  and 
his  reasons  for  holding  them  are  as  follows  t  ^  Provi- 
dence has  cast  my  lot  where  slavery  is  introduced  and 
practiced,  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try»  Servants  I  want ;  it  is  lawful  for  me  to  have  them  } 
but  hired  ones  I  cannot  obtsdn,  and  therefore  I  have 
purd^sed  some :  I  use  them  as  servants  ;  I  feed  them» 
clothe  them^  instruct  them,  he  ;-»-as  I  cannot  do  as  I 
Would^  I  do  as  I  can/^ 

The  existence  of  slavery  in  a  country  is  calculated  to 
awaken  all  the  propensities  of  human  nature,  whether 
good  or  bad.  Those  who  are  so  disposed,  have  abun- 
dant opportunities  to  play  the  tyrant,  and  to  vent  all  their 
merciless  and  angry  passions  upon  a  set  of  poor,  de- 
fenceless fellow  beings ;  while  those  who  are  incUned 
to  tenderness  and  compassion,  may  always  find  occasions 
lor  displaying  these  noble  virtues*  The  following  anec« 
dotes  will  exemplify  these  remarks.  A  planter  in  the 
upper  part  of  Georgia,  went  down  to  Charleston  to  pur- 
chase slaves*  A  cargo  had  just  been  landed— ->they  were 
$et  up  at  auction— -declared  to  be  sound  in  wind  audi 
fimb,  and  were  struck  off  to  the  highest  bidder.  This 
planter  purchased  his  complement,  and  the  driver  con«^ 
ducted  them  off.  On  the  way  to  Augusta,  one  of  the 
women  accidentally  saw  the  man  who  had  been  her 
husband  in  Africa  ;  the  dissevered  pair  immediately  re-^ 
CTgnig^  each  otl^r,  and  their  feelings  at  this  unexpecti 
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ed  meeting  may  be  conceived  by  those,  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  conjugal  affection.  The  owner  of  the  husband 
was  moved  at  the  scene,  and  proposed  either  to  sell  ot 
buy,  that  the  poor  creatures  might  live  together  on  the 
same  plantation.  But  the  other,  hard-hearted  man  t 
ni^ould  do  neither.  They  of  course  were  soon  parted  ; 
the  woman  was  conducted  up  the  country,  and  soon  af« 
ter  died  with  grief. 

.  I  spent  a  night  with  a  Baptist  minister  in  Geoi'gia, 
who  had  a  plantation  of  about  fifty  slaves.  By  his  re- 
quest 1  took  the  lead  in  the  devotion  of  the  evening* 
A  large  company  of  negroes  assembled  in  the  han* 
Their  attention  was  solemn  and  devout,  and  their 
singing  melodious.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises,  the 
master  exhorted  his  servants  in  a  very  affectionate  man- 
ner to  attend  to  what  they  had  heard.  Among  theni 
was  a  very  aged  man,  to  whom  he  spoke  in  the  tender- 
es&  manner,  and  inquired  respecting  his  spiritual  enjoy* 
ments,  and  so  on.  His  answers  were  broken,  but  sensi- 
ble. After  the  negroes  had  retired,  my  worthy  brother 
gave  the  following  account  of  the  pious  old  lack,  who 
was  supposed  to  be  at  least  a  hundred  years  old.  Hi 
had  belonged  to  a  neighbouring  estate,  which  had  been 
divided  and  run  down,  and  the  old  worn-out  servant 
was  left  without  support.  He  went  to  another  planta* 
tion  among  his  kindred,  but  they  treated  him  unkind- 
ly, and  he  concluded  to  go  out  into  the  woods  and  die. 
Mr.  ■■  one  day  returning  from  Savannah,  found  him 
wandering  in  the  road  :  he  inquired  who  he  was  ?  and 
having  heard  his  melancholy  tale,  took  him  into  his  car- 
riage,  carried  him  home,  and  had  kept  him  a  number  of 
years,  without  any  reward,  or  ever  expecting  any. 

This  old  African  was  an  example  of  piety,  ahd  had  a 
striking  discernment  in  spiritual  things.  One  day  he  said 
to  his  master,  *'  Massa,  me  no  like  dat  a  man  vmo  pray 
here  and  talk  to  us  lass  night.''  ^^  Why,  Jack,  why  you 
no  like  him  V*  ^^  O,  me  dont  know,  Massa,  he  pray  and 
t^  well  enough ;  but  me  no  get  hold  of  him.'*  Soon 
after,,  it  was  found  out  that  the  man  was  in  impostor. 

I  was  at  the  house  of  a  Baptist  minister  in  Virginia, 
who  had  many  slaves,  and  among  them  one,  who  was 
a  brother  in  the  minbtry.    He  wias  ft  senable  man  and  a 
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vety  acceptable  preacher*  He  had  a  wife  and  hxg&f  all 
coiyforcable  and  happy.  He  bad  a  good  horse,  had  mon- 
ey at  interest,  and  was  called  abroad  to  i^each  oftener  than 
hU  master.  And  here  I  would,  obsierve,  that  among  the 
African  Baptists  in  the  southern  States,  there  are  a  mat* 
titude  of  preachers  and  exhorters,  whose  names  do  not 
appear  on  the  minutes  of  Associations.  They  preadh 
principally  on  the  plantations  to  those  of  their  own 
colour ;  and  their  preaching,  though  broken  and  illiter- 
ate, is  in  many  cases  highly  useful. 

The  following  anecdote  affords  a  cutting  reproof  to 
all  whom  it  implicates.  A  poor  ignorant  negro  came  to 
a  minister  with  a  melancholy  and  dejected  look,  and  de-  -I 

sired  him  to  come  and  baptize  his  master  again.    ^^  Wby^  j 

Sambo,"  repUed  the  minister,  ^^  what  is  the  matter  of 
your  master  ? ''  ^*  O,  my  massa  been  one  good  massa 
when  you  baptise  afore ;  but  now  he  forget  all  his  rdig* 
ion,  and  scold,  and  vex,  and  whip  poor  negro.'* 

I  saw  a  man  in  Virginia,  who  was  bred  in  Massachu- 
setts :  he  went  to  Virginia  with  all  the  prejudices  of  a 
New  England  man  against  slavery,  and  was  det^mined 
at  all  events  he  would  never  traflick  in  human  flesh.  He 
soon  found  it  difficult  to  get  servants*  That  class  in 
society  who  cheerfully  serve  in  New-England  are  above 
tbe  business  here.  He  hired  his  neighbour's  slaves ;  but 
they  were  miserable  help.  At  length  a  fine  looking 
black  woman,  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  came  to  him 
and  begged  him  to  buy  her.  She  had  a  ticket  from  her 
master,  signifying  that  she  was  for  sale.  She  informed 
him  that  ner  master  lived  twenty  miles  off-— 4hat  she 
bad  lost  her  husband — fthat  she  had  two  children,  which 
her  master  intended  to  keep ;  but  his  affairs  were  such 
that  he  must  sell  her,  and  had  given  her  leave  to  find  a 
master  for  herself,  a  thing  very  common  in  these  coun- 
tries. She  furthermore  added,  that  a  man  stood  ready 
to  buy  her,  who  wanted  to  carry  her  down  the  Missisip** 
pi  river }  and  in  case  sl^e  was  sold  to  him,  she  must  be 
parted  from  her  children  forever.  She  wept  and  beg* 
ged  him  to  buy  her,  so  that  she  might  live  near  her  chUi 
dren.  The  man  knew  not  what  to  do,  for  he  found  his 
principles,  his  interest,  and  compassion,  all  thrown  into 
immpdutt^  (ollision  i  but  as  interest  and  compassion 
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were  %olh  on  one  aide^  they  overpowered  his  principles, 
and  he  bought  the  woman.  She  has  proved  a  futl^l 
servant :  he  permits  her  to  go  twice  in  a  year  to  see  her 
chiklr^Ei ;  and  she  is  happy  and  contented,  and  blesses 
^er  master  for  making  her  his  shve. 

These  anecdotes  are  abscdutely  matters  of  fact,  without 
any  fiction  or  colouring,  and  they  are  specimens  of  what 
is  every  where  met  with  throughout  the  hnd  of  slaves. 

African  converts  are  numerous  among  the  Methodists 
as  well  as  Baptists.  The  Methodist  church  in  Charles- 
ton, a  few  years  since,  consisted  of  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred members.  It  was  supposed  that  fifteen  hundred 
or  more  of  them  were  negroes. 

But  after  all  we  can  say  of  the  kindness  of  masters  and 
the  comforts  of  slaves,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
thousands  of  these  wretched  beings  are  sunk  beneath  an 
enormous  load  of  oppressive  misery.  *  But  the  rich  grace 
of  God,  which  has  within  a  few  years  past  been  so  remark- 
ably  diffused  in  these  States  among  both  masters  and 
slaves,  I  hope,  and  am  inclined  to  believe,  will  be  the  salt 
of  this  part  of  the  earth,  and  preserve  it  from  those 
dreadful  calamities,  which  many  have  feared.  Were  it 
not  for  this,  I  should  really  fear  that  oppressed  humanity 
would  one  day  collect  its  energies  to  a  point,  and  revenge 
itself  in  acts  of  terrible  retaliation  on  the  authors  of  itt 
weighty  woes. 

Those,  who  may  wish  to  gain  further  information  of 
the  religious  negroes,  may  find  many  interesting  accounts 
in  Holcombe's  Letters  lately  published,  and  in  a  little 
piece  entitled  Sambo  and  Toney,  published  not  long  since 
by  Mr.  Botsford. 


CHAP.  XIV, 


T£MM£S£fi. 


This  State  lies  west  of  North* Carolina,  to  which  it 
formerly  belonged,  and  directly  south  of  Kentucky,  from 
which  it  is  divided  by  an  east  and  west  line  ;  it  is  natur- 
ally divided  into  two  grand  sections  by  the  Cumberland 
Mountains,  which  are  but  thinly  inhabited  ;    the  settle- 
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ments  of  course  are  mostly  tn  the  east  and  west  ends  of 
the  State.  These  two  divisions  are,  for  the  sake  of  dis« 
tinction,  called,  the  one  East  and  the  other  West  Tennes- 
see. Kiloxville  in  East,  and  Nashville  in  West  Tennessee^ 
are  considered  the  capitals  or  principal  towns  in  their 
respective  divisions*     They  are  two  hundred  miles  apart* 

The  Bapt^ists  were  not,  as  in  Kentucky,  the  first  set- 
tiers  in  this  State,  nor  have  they  been,  as  they  are  there^ 
the  most  numerous  denomination  of  Christians.  The 
Presbyterians  took  the  lead  as  a  religious  denomination 
here,  and  in  I7»8,  according  to  Morse's  Geography, 
when  there  were  but  ten  Baptist  churches  in  the  coun« 
try,  and  mo^t  of  these  very  small,  they  had  twenty-three 
large  congregations.  The  Methodists  also  made  an  early 
beginning  in  this  State,  especially  in  its  western  part, 
where  they  have  collected  many  societies,  and  they  are 
probably  now  the  most  numerous  of  any  one  denomina- 
tion in  the  State.  The  Presbyterians,  however,  are  con- 
siderably numerous;  and  the  Baptists  have  increased 
much  within  a  few  years,  and  are  now  increasing  very 
&st,  especially  in  West*Tenne$see. 

The  first  settlements  in  this  State  were  made  on  the 
Holston  river  and  its  waters,  in  East-Tennesee,  and  in 
the  south-east  corner  of  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and  in 
these  settlements  the  first  Baptist  churches  were  establish- 
ed. It  is  said  there  were  two  churches  gathered  in  this 
part  of  Tennessee,  which  was  theii  a  dangerous  wilder- 
ness,  some  time  before  any  of  those  arose,  whose  history 
we  are  now  about  to  relate ;  but  they  were  broken  up 
and  scattered,  during  the  time  of  the  Indian  war.  The 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  gathered,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  learn.  They  were  probably  collected 
some  time  after  the  year  1 765,  and  broken  up  in  that 
Indian  war  which  happened  in  1774.  One  of  these 
churches  was  on  Clinch- River,  a  few  of  whose  members 
returned  after  the  war,  and  the  church  was  re-constituted 
by  the  name  of  Glade  Hollows,  and  now  belongs  to  the 
Holston  Association. 

But  the  beginning  of  the  first  churches  which  have 
had  a  p>ermanent  standing  was  in  the  following  manner : 
About  the  year  1780,  William  Murphy,  Jvimes  Keel, 
Thomas  Murrell,  Tidence  Lane,  Isaac  Barton,  Matthew 
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Tabot,  Joshua  Kelly,  aad  John  Ghastain,  moved  into , 
what  was  called  the  Holstdn  country,  when  it  was  in  a 
wilderness  state,  and  much  exposed  to  the  ravages  and 
depredations  of  the  Indians^  These  ministers  were  all 
Virginians,  except  Mr*  Lane,  who  was  from  Vorth-Caro- 
lina.  They  were  accompanied  by  a  considerable  number 
of  their  brethren  from  the  churches  which  they  left,  and 
were  followed  shortly  after  by  Jonathan  Mulky,  Willtam 
Reno,  and  some  other  ministers  and  brethren,  and 
amongst  the  other  emigrants  there  was  a  small  body 
which  went  out  in  something  like  a  church  capacity. 
They  removed  from  the  old  church  at  Satidy-Creek,  m 
North-Car olina^  which  was  planted  by  Shubael  Stearns  ^ 
and  as  a  branch  of  the  mother  church,  they  emigrated  to 
the  wilderness,  and  settled  on  Boon's  Creek.  The  church 
is  now  called  Bufialoe  Ridge,  and  is  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Jonathan  Mulky. 

In  1781,  one  year  after  the  settlement  of  most  of  the 
persons  above  mentioned,  five  or  six  churches  having; 
been  established  by  the  emigrants,  they,  for  their  mu- 
tual advantage  and  edification,  concluded  to  meet  to- 
§  ether  in  conference  twice  in  a  year  ;  this  conference,, 
ley,  in  a  short  time,  organized  into  a  temporary  Asso- 
dation,  which  they  chose  to  place  under  the  patronage 
and  direction  of  the  Sandy-Creek  Association  in  North**^ 
Carolina.  To  this  body  they  made  annual  returns  oi^ 
their  proceedings,  which  they  submitted  for  their  inspec- 
tion and  approbation.  But  the  remoteness  of  their  sit^ 
uation  rendered  this  measure  so  inconvenient,  that  by 
the  approbation  of  their  North-Carolina  brethren,  they, 
in  17S6,*  erected  their  body  into  a  distinct  and  indepen-^ 
dent  Association  by  the  name  of  Holston.  This  Asso- 
ciation, at  this  time,  consisted  of  the  seven  following' 
churches,  viz.  Kendrick^s  Creek,  Bent  Creek,  Beaver 
Creek,  Greasy  Cove,  Cherokee,  North  Fork  of  Holston,. 
and  Lower  French  Broad.  The  ministers  belonging  to 
it  at  this  time,  were  Jonathan  Mulky,  Tidence  Lane,, 
Isaac  Barton,  Jan>es  Keel,  William  Murphy,  John  Frosty 
and  Alexander  Chancibers.    A  few  of  these  ministers  in 

*  Mr.  Aflplund  in  his  Register  dates  this  Associatioa  in  1788 ;  but  the  date 
iriikh  I  haTe  siYtnmust  bt  Gcmct,at  liook  it  from  the  records  of  the  As&ft^ 
siatioii. 
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a  short  time  removed  to  other  parts,  but  most  of  theul 
became  permanently  stationed  in  the  country,  and  have 
been  diligent  and  successful  labourers  in  thb  part  <tf  the 
vineyard.  Most  of  the  early  Baptists  in  this  region  were 
of  the  old  Separate  order  :  some,  however,  were  Regu- 
lars ^  but  the  leading  sentiments  of  both  were  Calvinist- 
k,  and  there  was  so  little  difference  in  their  notions  of 
doctrine  and  discipline,  that  these  names  were  soon  for- 

gotten,  and  the^  went  on  together  with  great  union  and 
armonv.  This  Association  adopted  the  Philadelphia 
Confession  of  Faith,  at  the  time  of  its  constitution,  and 
still  adheres  to  the  doctrinal  sentiments  contained  in  that 
instrument.  They  held  an  occasional  correspondence, 
for  a  number  of  years,  with  some  of  the  Kentucky  As* 
sodations ;  but  the  distance  being  so  greats  and  the  in- 
conveniences attending  it  were  found  to  be  so  many, 
that  it  has  for  some  time  been  laid  aside.  There  ha» 
been  considerable  debate  at  difl^ent  times  in  this  body 
about  laiing-0Mf  bands  ;  but  it  is  left  at  present  for  mtn-' 
isters,  cnurches,  and  brethren,  each  one  to  follow  their 
own  light  and  convictions  on  the  subject.  Some  refresh^ 
ing  seasons  were  experienced  at  diflterent  times  amongst 
the  churches  within  the  bounds  of  thb  Association,  and 
it  progressed  with  a  good  degree  of  prosperity  until 
1802,  when,  by  a  mutual  agreement,  a  division,  which 
had  some  time  before  been  proposed,  was  effected,  llie 
Association  at  the  time  of  this  division  contained  thirty- 
six  churches,  and  between  two  and  three  thousand  mem- 
bers. The  Une  of  division  was  from  Powel's  River  to 
the  Fbt  Gap,  on  the  Clinch  Mountain,  and  thence  by  a 
crooked  route  to  English's  Mountain.  All  the  churches 
to  the  north  of  this  hue  remained  vrith,  and  retained  the 
name  and  constitution  of  the  Hobton  Association ;  while 
those  at  the  south  of  it  were  dismissed  to  form  a  new 
one,  which  they  called  Tennessee.  A  number  of  church- 
es and  some  oi  the  oldest  in  this  body,  are  in  the  State 
of  Virginia.  In  1 809,  the  Holston  Association  contained 
eighteen  churches,  1213  members,  and  thirteen  preach- 
ers, eight  of  whom  were  ordained,  and  five  were  not. 
The  churches  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  are  mostly  in 
the  counties  of  Green,  Hawkins,  Sullivan,  Wa$hingtc»»^ 
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Jefferson^  and  Carter.  Those  in  Virginia  are  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Russel.*  In  the  time  o£ 
the  Great  Revival,  the  bodily  exercises  of  jerking,  danc- 
ing, &c.  were  considerably  prevalent  in  many  of  the 
churches  in  this  Association  and  in  the  Holston  settle- 
ments generally ;  an  account  of  which  will  be  given  in 
the  history  of  that  remarkable  work. 

T£NN£SSE£    ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association,  as  has  been  related,  arose  from  the 
division  of  the  Holston,  in  1 802.  It  did  not,  like  the 
mother  Association,  adopt  the  Confession  of  Faith,  but 
professed  to  bold  its  substance  and  sfdrit,  with  some  modi- 
fications of  some  of  the  articles  which  it  contains.  Many 
of  the  churches  in  this  body  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Knoxville,  and  most  of  them  are  on  the  Holston,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Clinch  Rivers*  It  received  its  name  from 
the  river,  which  gives  name  to  the  State.  This  Associa^- 
tion  has  already  become  considerably  large,  and  it  now 
extends  over  the  Clinch  River,  to  the  Cumberland 
Mountain :  and  a  few  churches  have  lately  been  gathered 
in  the  nooks  of  vallies  of  the  mountain,  on  land  which 
was,  till  within  five  or  six  years,  inhabited  by  the  abo« 
riginal  proprietors  of  the  soiLf 

*  Mr.  Sempie*  in  his  history  cf  the  Vh^giaia  Baptists,  makes  ten  churches  of 
this  Association  to  be  in  Virginia ;  but  from  the  Minutes  which  I  taik  when 
I  visited  it  in  1810,  there  were  but  three.    The  reason  of  this  disagreement  is 

f)rQbab]y  this.  I  was  mformed  that  a  number  of  churches,  wiiich  had  former- 
Y  belonged  to  the  Association,  had,  far  some  cause  which  I  cannot  now 
relate,  withdrawn ;  these  churches  are  probably  the'  ones  in  question, 
and  had  not  withdrawn  when  Mr.  Semple  receitned'his  information. 

t  The  road  from  East  to  West  Tennessee  leads  dtreCtU^  over  the  stupend* 
ous  and  tenible  piles  of  the  Cumberland  M<.untains.  Eighty  mileh  oif  tliis 
road  are  most  rugged  and  dreary  indeed.  It  leads  through  land  till  lately 
dsdmed  by  the  In^nns,  and  it  was  bv  paying  an  annual  sum  for  the  privile^e^ 
that  the  United  States  government  obtained  permission  of  the  native  proprie- 
tors of  the  son,  to  lay  open  a  road  through  this  desolate  region,  and  estaolish 
three  or  four  stands  where  houses  of  entertainment  were  l^pt  for  the  conve- 
nience of  travellers.  Bui  five  or  six  }'ears  ago  a  ^ery  large  tract  of  country^ 
JEk  which  this  road  Was  included,  was  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  their  clriim 
to  it  forever  extin^uislied.  Since  that  period  a  few  settlements  have  beea 
made  in  the  inhabitable  parts  of  the  mountains,  but  a  considerable  part  o£ 
lihem  are  i^iolly  unfit  for  settlement,  as  they  are  altogether  jncapable  of  cul- 
tivation. There  are  now  many  inns  or  ordinaries  on  the  road  for  the  enter* 
tainment  of  travellers,  most  of^which  are  of  a  tmly  infcriour  kind.  A  few  of 
them,  however^  are  kept  with  a  giiod  degree  of  neatness  and  attention,  and 
furnish  more  comforts  to  the  lonesome  traveller,  tha.-!  he  could  expect  to  find 
hi  such  a  barren  and  inhospitable  desert.  This  road  I  found  the  most  dreary 
and  unpleasant  of  any  which  I  travelled  in  any  of  tiie  United  St!itt*s. 

One  night  I  tarried  at  an  inn  where  I  was  treated  with  much  hospitalitv. 
Shortly  atter  I  arrived,  the  people  informed  me  that  two  panthers  had  lately 
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This  Association  in  1 809,  contained  thirty  churches, 
fourteen  ordained  and  two  unordained  preachers,  and 
1466  communicants.  The  churches  are  prindpadly  in 
the  counties  of  Knox,  Claiborne,  Seveir,  and  Jefferson. 
The  dispute  about  the  laying-on-of-hands  has  ako  been, 
at  different  times,  agitated  in  this  Association  as  well  as 
in  the  Holston,  and  the  subject  is  also  left  on  the  same 

f  round.  Robert  Fristoe  of  this  Association,  a  native  of 
tafford  county,  in  Virginia,  and  nephew  to  the  famous 
Virginia  preachers  of  the  name,  usually  officiates  as  the 
Moderator  of  its  meetings,  and  is  considered  a  principal 
minister  in  the  body. 

WEST   TENNESSEE. 

The  settlements  in  this  part  of  the  State  were  not 
commenced  till  a  number  of  years  after  those  in  East 
Tennesee  had  become  larse  and  flourishing.  In  the  year 
1780,  a  party  of  about  forty  families,  invited  by  the 
richness  of  the  Cumberland  country,  under  the  guidance 
and  direction  of  Gen.  James  Robertson,  passed  through 
a  wilderness  of  at  least  SCO  miles  to  the  French  Lick, 
there  founded  the  town  of  Nashville,  on  the  Cumberland 
River,  and  commenced  settlements  on  the  luxuriant  soil 
in  its  vicinity.  But  I  have  not  learnt  that  there  were 
any  Baptists  in  this  company.  The  first  church  of  this 
denomination  in  West  Tennessee  was  gathered  in  1 786, 
on  one  of  the  branches  of  Red  River,  called  Sulphur 

been  seen  by  the  ade  of  the  road  which  I  had  passed,  and  that  one  of  these 
dreadful  animals  had*  not  long  before,  came  near  the  house  in  the  nigbt,  and 
screamed  like  a  woman  in  distress,  and  came  near  decoying  the  man  of  the 
house  to  go  out  into  the  woods  to  search  for  what  he  supposed  at  first  a  bewil- 
dered and  unfortunate  suflbrer.  They'  had  but  just  finished  this  relatioD» 
when  two  men  rode  up  to  the  door,  of  a  most  rustick  and  woodsv  appearance ; 
the^  informed  us  that  thejr  were  in  pursuit  of  a  man  who  had  lately  broken  a 
log  jail,  some  distance  on  down  the  mountain,  and  that  he  was  imprisoned  for 
roboing  and  murdering  a  traveller  on  the  road.  Thb  was  unpleasant  news 
for  me.  lliey  also  informed  us  there  were  lurking  a  few  miles  dS,  two  noted 
horse-thieves  on  foot,  one  of  whom  had  lately  broken  jafl  in  South-Carolina, 
and  had  fled  to  these  remote  mountains  for  protection,  and  that  they  were 
supposed  to  be  waiting  to  furnish  themselves  with  horses  to  expedite  their  es- 
cape to  still  remoter  resnons,  as  horse-stealing  in  South-Carolma  is  a  capital 
crime ;  and  this,  I  thought,  was  bad  news  for  myself  and  horse  toa  The  peo- 
ple also  informed  me,  that  the  wolves  were  at  that  time  very  numerous  and 
voracious,  and  that  a  company  of  them  had,  a  day  or  two  before,  shown 
alarming  signs  of  insolence  and  hostility  to  some  travellers  on  the  road  After 
hearing  aU  these  unpleasant  relations,  I  committed  mvself  to  the  divine  pro* 
tectioD,  and  retired  to  rest  as  composedly  as  I  could;  out  I  could  not  hdp  re- 
flecting that  I  must  ride  in  the  morning,  if  my  horse  was  not  stolen,  over 
locks  and  mountains,  through  mud  aad  snow,  ten  miles,  without  a  bouse  or 
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Fork,  some  con^derable  distance  from  NashviHe.  Who 
were  its  constituents  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn ;  they 
must,  however,  have  been  an  adventurous  set  of  peo- 
ple, to  have  settled  in  such  a  remote  region,  where 
they  were  exposed  to  continual  alarms,  and  destructive 
depredations  from  the  Indians*  The  founders  of  this 
church  probably  emigrated  from  North-Carolina  or  Vir« 
ginia,  about  the  year  1 783,  when  a  swarm  of  emigrants 
poured  into  thb  region  from  many  different  quarters* 
One  John  Grammar  was  for  a  short  time  their  pastor  ; 
but  he  removed  from  them,  and  the  church  was  dissolv- 
ed before  any  of  those  were  formed  which  are  now  in 
existence.  A  considerable  number  of  families  of  the 
Baptist  persuasion  had  settled  in  many  parts  of  the  Cum- 
berland country,*  but  it  was  not  till  the  year  1790,  that 
Baptist  churches  began  to  be  established,  or  the  denom- 
ination to  flourish.  In  the  course  of  five  or  six  years 
from  this  date,  five  churches  were  gathered ;  and  in  1796, 
they  were  embodied  into  an  Association  called  Mero 
District,  after  the  name  of  a  civil  department,  which 
then  comprehended  all  the  counties  in  West-Tennessee. 
This  Association  has  become  the  ^mother  of  two  others, 
viz.  the  Red  River  and  Concord,  which  are  both  con^ 
siderably  large,  and  very  respectable  and  flourishing  es- 
tablishments. The  five  churches,  which  at  first  composed 
the  Mero  Association,  were  Mouth  of  Sulphur  Fork, 
White's  Creek,  Head  of  Sulphur  Fork,  which  has  gen- 
erally been  known  by  the  name  of  Dorris's  church.  Mid- 
dle church  on  Sulphur  Fork,  and  the  church  on  the  west 
Fork  of  Station  Camp.  The  ministers,  who  had  as- 
sisted in  raising  up  these  churches,  were  Daniel  Brown, 
Joseph  Dorris,  Nathan  Arnett,  and  Patrick  Mooney* 
The  number  of  members  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Association  is  not  recorded,!  but  they  must  have  been 

*  As  the  first  seltlements  in  this  part  of  Tennessee  were  made  on  the  Cum- 
berland River  and  its  vicinity,  the  whole  regicn  was  distinguished  bf  the  name 
of  the  *'  Cumberland  Country,  or  Cumberland  Settlements*"  and  it  was  not 
until  the  settlements  became  extensive,  that  the  name  of  West  Tennesee  was 
adopted. 

t  It  is  a  uniform  practice  with  all  the  Associations  in  the  western  and  most  of 
those  in  tlie  southern  States,  to  procure  a  blank  book  at  their  commencemenl; 
in  which  they  reciotl  all  their  proceedings  and  all  remaii^able  events.  Many 
Associations  coukl  not  conveniently  print  their  Minutes,  until  a  number  of  years 
after,  their  commencement    But  m  these  records  they  are  preserved.   Thh 
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few.  The  chiirch  at  the  Mouth  of  Sulphur  Fork  is  the 
oldest  now  in  existence  in  West-Tennessee.  It  was  con- 
stituted in  1791,  by  the  assistance  of  Elder  Ambrose 
Dudley  and  John  Taylor,  from  the  Elkhorn  Association 
in  Kentucky.  These  ministers  by  the  request  of  the 
brethren  in  this  place  travelled  not  far  from  two  hun«^ 
dred  miles,  mostly  through  a  wilderness,  where  they 
were  continually  exposed  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Indiansm^ 
This  church  was  at  first  called  Tennessee  ;  it  united  with 
the  Elkhorn  Association,  where  it  continued  until  the 
Mero  District  Association  was  formed.  This  church  re- 
mained alone  in  the  wilderness,  having  no  other  within 
more  than  a  hundred  miles  of  it,  until  1 794,  when  that 
on  White's  Creek  in  Davidson  county,  about  six  miles 
to  the  north  of  Nashville,  was  gathered.  The  church  at 
the  Head  of  Sulphur  Fork  was  constituted  in  North- 
Carolina  in  1795,  and  immediately  after  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  a  church  capacity,  having  before  their 
removal  chosen  Joseph  Dorris  for  their  pastor;  from 
this  circumstance,  this  has  been  generally  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Dorris's  church.  The  Middle  church  on 
Sulphur  Fork  was  constituted  in  1796,  and  partly  of 
members,  who  had  belonged  to  the  church,  whidi  was 
gathered  in  !  786 ;  the  one  on  Station  Camp  was  raised  up. 
the  same  year.  These  were  the  beginnings  of  the  Mero 
Association,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  recurring  to  the  geog- 
raphy of  the  country,  that  most  of  the  churches  were  on 
the  waters  of  the  Red  River,  and  that  all  of  them  were 
north  of  the  Cumberland. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Assodation  in  1797,  the 
churches  on  Richland  Creek,  Mill  Creek,  and  the  Head 
of  Red  River.,  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  infant 
establishment.  That  on  Richland  Creek  was  the  first 
Baptist  church  which  was  gathered  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Cumberland  River-  The  Rev.  John  Dillohunty 
took  the  care  of  this  church  at  its  commencement,  and 
still  continues  their  much  respected  pastor.  He  emigra* 
ted  from  the  Ncuse  Assodation  in  North-Cardina,  and 
has  been  an  eminent  and  successful  Baptist  preadier  for 
fifty^five  years. 

i^^iy**i|ii^Mg  imctice  is  not  genenUy  adopted  br  the  AssnciatioBs  in  the 
wiMk  and  eastern  States,  tiut  It  is  ceminly  woroiy  ihdrattMtiBii^  T,heie 
TCOQids  have  afibrded  me  peculiar  senice,  and  have  oftea  saved  netfMck 
pi^aiidWboQr. 
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The  church  on  Mill  Creek  was  the  second  one  raised 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Cumberland  River ;  it  is  like 
that  on  Richland  Creek  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nash- 
ville. The  same  day  the  church  was  constituted,  Mr. 
James  Whitsett,  who  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  ordain- 
ed as  their  pastor,  in  which  office  he  stUl  continues.  He 
is  now  in  the  meridian  of  life,  and  by  a  kind  Providence 
placed  in  easy  circumstances,  and  is  laborious,  successful, 
and  highly  esteemed,  throughout  an  extensive  circle  of 
brethren  and  churches.  Robert  C.  Foster,  Esq.  a  plant* 
er  of  considerable  opulence,  and  one  of  the  Senators  in 
the  State  Legislature,  is  a  member  of  this  church. 

From  1797  till  1801,  the  Association  travelled  on  in 
a  prosperous  manner,  and  had  increased  to  eighteen 
churches,  in  which  were  sixteen  ministers  and  about 
1 200  members ;  but  now  its  progress  was  impeded,  and 
its  former  harmony  much  interrupted.    Some  reports 
had  gone  abroad  against  Joseph  Dorris,  who  had  at  this 
time  become  very  popular  as  a  preacher,  and  a  number 
of  things  had  appeared  in  his  conduct,  which  had,  for 
some  time,  been  a  source  of  peculiar  trial  to  many  of  his 
brethren.    But  no  steps  of  gospel  labour  lyere  taken 
with  him,  until  the  matter  was  abruptly  introduced  be- 
fore the  Association  at  Mill  Creek  in  the  year  1 800,  by 
the  delegates  from  the  church  on  White's  Creek.    They, 
pursuant  to  instructions  received  from  their  constituents 
in  open  assembly,  declared  a  non-fellowship  with  both 
Dorris  and  his  church ;  with  Dorris  for  unchristian  be- 
haviour, and  with  his  church  for  not  dealing  with  him* 
The  matter,  being  thus  brought  before  the  Association, 
the  churches  were  advised  to  send  brethren  to  examine 
into  the  grounds  of  complaint  aeainst  Dorris  and  his 
church.    An  examination  in  due  form  was  accordingly 
made ;  and  though  the  charges  against  Mr.  Dorris  were 
many  and  grievous,  yet  nothing  could  be  sufficiently 
proved  to  justify  the  Association  in  excluding  either  him 
or  his  church  from  their  seats.    The  report  of  these  pro- 
ceedings  was  made  at  the  Association  in  1 802,  on  the 
reception  of  which  the  churches  of  White's  Creek  and 
Richland  Creek  immediately  withdrew. 

No  further  steps  were  taken  at  this  meeting.     But  at 
gn  extra  session  of  the  Association  in  the  April  follow- 


822    '     Jsfociatkn  diadved  mid  re-emsiiiuied* 

ingy  appointed  for  the  q)ec]al  purpose  dF  attending  to 
tim  business,  it  was  resolved  that  Mr.  Dorris's  case  should 
be  reconsidered  ;  and  the  Association  proceeded  to  try 
their  obnoxious  brother  the  second  time  for  the  same 
offences.  He  however  acceded  to  the  proposal,  and  pro- 
fessed to  desire  a  full  and  fair  investigation  of  all  the 
charges  exhibited  against  him.  But  this  examination 
issued  like  the  former  ;  the  brethren  concerned  could 
not,  by  substantial  proofs,  convict  him  }  nor  could  they, 
in  their  own  minds,  acquit  him.  His  friends  declared 
him  innocent,  but  others  alleged  that  he  had,  by  the 
connivance  of  bis  party,  and  his  own  artful  measures,  so 
entrenched  hin^self  on  every  side,  that  matters  could  not 
be  fairly  examined.  The  Association  now  relinquished 
their  pursuit  of  Mr.  Dorris,  and  began  to  study  how  they 
should  extricate  themselves  from  the  difficulty  in  which 
they  were  involved  on  his  account.  They  would  have 
.^been  glad  to  have  dismissed  him  and  his  church  at  first, 
but  he  was  as  much  determined  to  maintain  his  seat,  as 
his  brethren  were  to  displace  him.  The  Association^ 
therefore,  at  last,  resorted  to  the  singular  expedient  of 
dissolving  their  body  and  forming  a  new  one,  into  which 
they  woi^d  not  receive  him.  'Diis  event  took  place  in 
the  year  1803.  The  new  Association,  which  originated 
in  this  curious  transformation,  was  called  Cumberland  i 
and  all  the  churches,  which  had  belonged  to  the  old  As- 
sociation, united  with  the  new  one,  except  Dorris's  and 
three  other  small  ones,  which  sided  with  him.  These 
four  churches  continued  to  meet  under  the  name  of  the 
Mero  Association  ;  their  number  in  1 805,  amounted  to 
about  200 ;  but  they  have  never  prospered,  nor  increas* 
ed,  nor  been  admitted  into  the  fellowship  of  any  of  the 
neighbouring  Associations. 

Mr.  Dorris,  of  whom  so  much  has  been  said,  and  who 
has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  trouble  to  his  brethren 
in  these  parts,  is  a  native  of  North-Carolina,  where  he 
commenced  his  ministry.  The  manner  of  his  removal 
to  this  country  has  been  related.  His  reputation  was 
sullied  before  he  left  his  nadve  State,  and  he  always 
moved  under  a  misty  cloud  of  censures  and  complaints 
since  he  settled  in  Tennessee.  The  burden  of  the  charge 
es  against  him  have  been  for  imprudent  or  criminal 
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conduct  with  women,  that  fruitful  source  of  iniquity  and 
slander,  from  which  have  issued  a  thousand  polluted 
streams,  to  spot  the  garments  and  ruin  the  usefulness  of 
many,  who  have  assumed  the  ministerial  character.  But 
amidst  all  the  evil  reports,  which  have  been  circulated 
against  him  for  twenty  years,  Mr.  Dorris  has  continued 
to  preach  abundantly,  with  great  confidence  and  zeal } 
for  notwithstanding  all  the  censures  which  his  brethren 
have  passed  upon  him,  and  the  warnings  which  they 
have  published  against  him,  such  are  his  talents  and  ad* 
dress,  that  he  has  ever  found  means  to  attach  many  to 
his  person  and  ministry.  He  is  said  to  be  ^  man  of  great 
art  and  intrigue  ;  and  it  has  also  often  been  said  of  him 
(as  it  may  in  truth  be  ssud  of  many  others)  that  if  he  had 
been  as  careful  and  skilful  in  avoiding  occasion  for  cen* 
sures  and  reproaches,  as  he  has  been  in  entrenching  and 
defending  himself  when  they  were  brought  against  him, 
that  he  would  doubtless  have  enjoyed,  through  life,  ^* 
much  more  reputation,  innocence,  and  ease. 

CUMBERLAND  ASSOCIATION. 

Thb  singular  origin  of  this  body  has  already  been  re- 
lated. It  contdned  fifteen  churches  at  its  beginning ;  and 
in  1 806,  three  years  after,  so  great  was  its  prosperity 
that  it  had  increased  to  thirty -nine  churches  which  con* 
tained  about  1 900  members.  Its  bounds  had  now  be* 
come  so  extensive,  that  a  division  was  thought  necessary  ; 
and  the  mountainous  tract  of  land  called  the  Red  River 
Ridge,  which  lies  between  the  Red  and  Cumberland 
Rivers,  was  agreed  upon  for  a  general  line  of  division.. 
The  churches  south  and  south-east  of  this  ridge  retained 
the  name  and  constitution  of  the  Cumberland  Associa- 
tion, while  those  on  the  other  side  of  it  formed  them- 
selves into  a  new  one,  by  the  name  of  Red  River.  The 
Cumberland,  from  this  division,  travelled  on  with  a  pros- 
perous course  until  1 809,  when  its  boundaries  had  be- 
come so  extensive,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  that  it 
should  divide  again.  Another  division  was  accordingly 
amicably  effected,  and  the  line  was  as  follows.  To  begin 
on  the  Red  River,  and  at  the  place  where  the  road  from 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  NashviUe,  crosses  it,  and  to 
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fdlow  this  road  southwardly  by  Haysborough  to  Nasli*' 
ville,  thence  to  the  Harpeth  Ucks,  and  thence  to  the 
Tennessee  River.  This  line  runs  about  north  and  south, 
and  all  the  churches  west  of  it  retained  the  name  and 
constitution  of  the  Cumberland  Association,  while  those 
east  of  it  were  formed  into  a  new  one,  by  the  name 
of  Concord.  By  thb  division  the  mother  Association 
was  reduced  to  ten  churches  ;  but  it  has  since  greatly 
increased.  In  IB  1 1  and  1812  there  was  a  very  exten^ve 
revival  in  the  bounds  of  this  Association.  At  its  annual 
session  in  1812,  it  appeared  that  in  twelve  months  past 
1081  members  had  been  added  to  its  churches.  This 
Association,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  line  of  division  above 
mentioned,  Ues  wholly  to  the  west  of  Nashville.  A  num- 
ber of  its  churches  are  not  far  from  that  town  in  the  coun- 
ty  of  Davidson,  the  oldest  county  in  West-Tennessee  ; 
and  of  the  rest  some  are  in  the  counties  of  IXckson, 
Montgomery,  and  Humphries. 

&BD  RIVBR  ASSOCIATION. 

Thb  manner  in  which  this  body  originated  has  alrea- 
dy been  related.  It  contains  some  of  the  oldest  churth- 
es  in  the  country.  The  river  which  gave  name  to  it  has 
its  rise  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  but  its  course,  which 
is  generally  south-west,  is  mostly  in  Tennessee ;  it  emp« 
ties  into  the  Cumberland  River  at  Qarksville,  about 
twenty-five  miles  below  Naihville. 

A  good  degree  of  prosperity  has  attended  this  Associa- 
tion from  its  beginning,  and  it  has  now  become  large/ 
It  lies  on  the  line  between  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and 
a  part  of  its  churches  are  in  the  latter  State. 

CONCORD  ASSOCIATION.  f 

•  This  body  was  organized  in  1 8 1 0,  of  churches  dismis* 
sed  from  the  Cumberland  Association.  Between  eight 
and  nine  hundred  members  were  added  to  it  in  l  B 1 2. 
The  churches  in  it  lie  on  both  sides  of  the  Cumberland 
River,  and  extend  eastward  from  Nafliville  about  fifty 
miles,  near  to  the  western  side  of  the  Cumberland  Moun- 
tains.   I  have  not  ascertained  the  names  of  all  the  coun« 
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lies  in  which  they  are  nituated.  A  number  of  them^ 
however^  are  in  those  of  Davidson,  Sumner,  Wilson,  and 
Rutherford. 

£LK   RIVBR  ASSOCIATIOll. 

This  is  a  new  Association,  which  was  formed  in  1 8d8^ 
in  a  remote  and  newly  settled  region,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Tennessee  river,  about  opposite  the  Muscle  Shoals^ 
This  extensive  tract  of  land,  known  at  present  by  the 
name  of  the  Elk  and  Duck  River  country,  ihuch  of 
which  is  said  to  be  very  fertile^  was  included  in  that  ex- 
tensive purchase  which  the  United  States'  government 
made  a  few  years  ago  of  the  Chickasaw  and  Cherokee 
IndianSi  As  soon  as  the  Indian  claim  was  extinguished, 
and  the  white  people  were  permitted  to  make  purchases 
in  the  country,  they  pressed  into  it  with  great  eagerness 
from  many  different  parts*  Most  of  the  earliest  settlei^^ 
however,  are  said  to  have  emigrated  from  the  back  parts' 
of  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  amongbt  them  were  many. 
of  the  fiaptist  order.  By  them  a  number  of  churches 
were  soon  gathered.  The  Atfsociation  at  its  commence* 
ment  contained  seven  churches  ;  the  next  year  after  it' 
was  constituted^  it  received  five  new  churcnes,  and  the 
year  following  ten ;  it  contains  twenty-four  churches,  and 
upwards  of  two  thousand  members.  Upwards  of  a  thou- 
sand of  them  were  added  in  1812. 

The  Union  church  on  War  Trace  in  Bedford  county, 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Cumberland  Association.  One 
or  more  of  the  churches  in  this  body  are  in  the  Missisippi 
Territory.  The  others  are  principally  in  the  counties  of 
Franklin,  Madison,  Bedford,  Warren,  and  White. 

The  Associations  in  West  Tennessee  have  devised  and 
adopted  the  following  ^^  Abstract  of  Prindples,''  by 
which  the  reader  will  discover  the  doctrinal  sentiments 
which  prevail  amongst  them. 

1st.  We  believe  m  one  only  true  and  living  God,  the 
Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. — 2d.  We  be* 
lieve  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
are  the  word  of  God,  and  the  only  rule  of  £uth  and 
practice.— -3d.    We  believe  in  the  doctrine.  <tf  electioOf 
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ZpA  tlial  God  chate  his  people  in  Cbrist  before  the  feiuu 
dation  of  the  world.— 4th«  We  believe  in  the  doctrme  of 
original  sin. — 5th*  We  believe  in  man's  impotency  to 
.recover  himself  from  the  £allen  state  he  is  in  by  nature, 
by  his  own  free  will  and  ability .-^th.  We  believe  that 
sinners  are  justified  in  the  sight  of  God,  only  by  the  hn- 
guted  righteousness  of  Christ.-- *7tlu  We  believe  that 
God's  elect  shall  b^  called,  converted,  regenerated,  and 
8jt9ctifiji^  by  the  Holy  Sj^rit.— >8tL  We  believe  th^ 
^nts  shall  persevere  in  grace,  and  never  fall  finally  away» 
•^^;thf  We  believe  that  baptbm  and  the  Lord's  supper 
a^e  ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  true  bdievers 
zxfi  the  subjects ;  and  we  believe  that  the  true  mode  dt 
baptism  is  by  immersion.— lOth.  We  believe  in  the  res« 
Urrection  of  the  dead>.  and  general  judgment.— 1  tth. 
We  believe  the  pumshmda^of  the  wicked  and  the  joys 
Of  the  righteous  will  be  eternal— 12th.  We  beheve 
i^  no  mioisters  have  a  right  to  the  adminbtration  of 
t^  ordinances,  only  such  as  are  r^ularly  baptized,  calU 
cy^and  come  under  the  imposition  of  hands  by  the 
presbytery,  &c» 

Most  of  these  accounts  of  Tennessee  were  made  out 
in  1811.  Since  that  time  great  additions  have  beat 
made  to  the  churches  in  this  State,  particularly  in  West 
Xeqnetisee.  Our  brethren  in  these  parts  have  been  &•* 
i)oured  with  a  number  of  great  and  precious  revivals. 
Whilq  the  great  work  was  going  on  in  Kentucky,  in  14^)0 
and  onward,  this  country  was  visited  with  a  part  of  the 
copious  shower  of  grace.  We  have  seen  that  great  num* 
bers  were  added  to  the  churches  here  in  1812.  In  thie* 
year,  Mn  Whitsett,  near  Nashville,  baptised  about  850^ 
a^d  among  the  number  were  five  students  of  Cumber- 
land collie,  in.  that  town* 
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CHAP.  XV. 

KENTUCKY. 

• 

This  State  lies  west  of  Virgiiiia,  which  it  jdns^  ifid  t* 
which  it  formerly  belonged.  It  was  admitted  into  tha 
tJnion  as  an  independent  State  in  1 79S.  Kentucky  was 
well  known  to  the  Indian  traders  long  bfefore  its  settii<t4 
ment.  James  Macbrtde,  with  some  others,  ex{dored  i| 
as  early  as  1754.  Col.  Daniel  Boon  visited  it  in  1760  j 
and  four  years  after,  he  and  his  famDy,  with  five  otfaei 
families,  who  were  joined  by  forty  men  froM  Pow« 
el's  Valley,  began  the  settlement  of  this  fertile  regioni 
I  do  not  learn  that  any  of  these  first  settlers  wece 
Baptists ;  but  they  soon  after  began  to  flock  to  this  west^ 
em  wilderness. 

The  first  settlers  of  Kentucky,  and  indeed  of  sdl  this 
western  States,  were  for  a  long  time  much  harassed  byr 
the  aboriginal  proprietors  of  tne  soil,  and  against  the 
united  opposition  of  all  the  western  Indians  their  ietth^ 
ments  were  made.  The  Indians  were  always  jdalolus  df 
the  encroachments  of  the  white  people  on  the  territories 
which  the  God  of  nature  had  given  them )  and  in  thh 
case  their  resentment  was  the  more  enraged,  because 
these  settlements  were  made  in  violation  c?  the  treaty 
of  Fort  Stanwix,  in  1 768,  which  expressly  stipulated 
that  this  tract  of  country  should  be  reserved  for  the  west- 
ern nations  to  hunt  upon,  &c.  With  these  provocatkmf 
to  revenge,  the  red  men  of  the  wilderness  were  most 
troublesome  neighbours  to  the  first  adventurers  into  the 
W^tern  country.  Many  lost  their  lives  either  on  their 
way  hither,  or  after  they  had  settled*  Exdted  by  a  thirst 
for  blood  and  the  hope  of  plunder^  and  encouraged  by 
the  traders  from  Detroit  and  Ni^ra,  these  barbaroot 
people  continued  almost  without  intermission  to  hanisv 
the  frontier  settlers^  until  Wayne's  Treaty  in  1?94^ 
From  that  period  until  lately,  they  have  been  peaceai« 
bly  disposed,  and  very  few  depredations  have  been  com^ 
mitced. 

A  number  of  Baptist   ministers  visited  Kentucky 
about  1779 }  and  aasoBg  them  were  Joha  Taylor^  iHw 
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k  yet  living  in  it,  and  Lewis  Lunsford,  who  died  in 
Virginia,  who  was  at  that  time  called  The  WmuterfidBof. 
The  object  of  these  ministers,  says  Mr.  Taylor,  was  mor€ 
to  look  than  to  preach.  They  found  a  few  of  their 
brethren  in  the  country ;  but  they  were  in  an  uncoin* 
fertaUe  state  in  every  respect,  being  very  cold  as  to 
their  religious  enjoyments,  and  much  exposed  to  danger 
on  every  side.  These  ministers  had  a  few  meetings  at 
the  stations ;  they  found  the  country  destitute  dF  almost 
fvery  thing  except  grass  for  their  horses,  and  meat  from 
the  woods,  which  was  procured  at  the  risk  of  thdr 
IrresL  They  could  do  but  little  more  than  feast  their 
ftyegiwith  the  luxuriant  soil,  which  the  Indians  had  de* 
termined  they  should  not  cultivate.  They,  I  believe,  all 
returned  to  Virginia ;  but  some  of  them  afterwards  went 
out  and  settled  In  the  country. 

About  1781,  some  Baptist  preachers  and  many  Bap* 
tist  members  began  to  settle  in  Kentucky.  From  that 
period  the  emigration  became  very  rapid,  so  that  by  the 
year  1786,  the  following  ministers,  viz.  Lewis  Craig, 
Joseph  Bledsoe,  George  S.  Smith,  Richard  Cave,  James 
Smith,  James  Rucker,  Robert  Elktn,  John  Taylor,  Wit* 
fiam  Taylor,  John  Tanner,  John  Bailey,  Joseph  Craig, 
Ambrose  Dudley,  and  probably  some  others,  had  taken 
up  their  residence  in  different  parts  of  the  Kentucky 
woods,  some  on  the  north  and  others  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Kentucky  riven 

A  flood  of  Baptist  emigrants,  mostly  from  Virginia, 
poured  into  this  country  at  the  ddse  of  the  American 
war,  and  by  them  a  considerable  number  of  churches 
were  soon  establihhed  and  as  early  as  1785,  three  Asso- 
ciations were  organized,  which  were  called  Elkhorn,  Sa- 
lem, and  the  Separate  or  South  Kentucky  Association. 

The  emigration  from  Virginia  to  this  western  regkm 
was  a  hazardous  business,  and  was  conducted  in  a  some- 
what singular  manner.  They  had  a  vast  tract  of  wil* 
dcrness  to  go  through,  in  which  they  were  constandy 
exposed  to  the  assaults  of  the  Indians.  Their  safety 
consisted  in  travelling  in  as  large  companies  as  they 
could  collect.  There  were,  on  the  frontiers  ctf  the  old 
settlements,  a  number  of  places  of  rendesvous,  wbidi 
Vere  qdkd  sutioos.    Here  the  first  fimilies  which  ^^ 
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livied  would  tarry  until  cythers  came  up,  and  after  a  su^ 
£cient  number  had  coDected,  the  whole  would  move  off 
like  a  caravan  through  the  wilderness.  I  have  been  in- 
formed, if  I  mistake  not,  that  some  of  the  companies 
amouDled  to  three  hundred  men,  women  and  children* 
In  some  instances  the  Baptist  anigrants  would  form 
themselves  into  a  church  before  they  set  out,  and  in 
that  capacity  they  settled  in  Kentucky.  While  on  the 
way,  as  one  of  their  ministers  humorously  observes, 
iJbey  might,  like  the  children  of  brael,  be  styled  th« 
church  m  the  wilderness.  By  this  rapid  emigration^ 
Kentudcy  soon  abounded  with  Baptists ;  and  they  havtf 
been  from  the  first,  and  I  conclude  now  are,  the  mosi 
numerous  denomination  in  the  State. 

In  1790,  according  to  Asplund's  Register,  there  were 
in  Kentucky  forty-two  churches,  forty  ordained  and 
twenty-one  uoorcbined  ministers,  and  a  little  more  than 
three  thousand  members.  Since  that  time,  the  number 
has  neatly  increased,  so  that  there  are  now  over  two 
himdred  and  fifty  churches,  and  somewhere  between  fif^ 
teen  and  twenty  thousand  members.  The  whole  states 
ment  will  be  given,  so  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  in  the 
general  table.  There  are  now  eleven  Associations  ill 
this  State  in  professed  fellowship  with  each  other,  besides 
three  other  estaUishments  of  the  kind,  which  for  differ- 
ent reasons  are  not  in  fellowship  with  the  main  body  of 
their  brethren.  A  brief  account  of  these  respective  As* 
wciations,  wiH  form  the  substance  of  the  history  of  the 
Bapti^  in  Kentucky* 

BLKHORK  ASSOCIATION* 

This  body,  at  its  constitution,  contained  only  the 
diree  churches  of  Tate's  Creek,  Clear  Creek,  and  South 
Elkhom  ;  all  of  which  were  formed  in  1 785,  the  same 
year  in  which  they  associated.  Some  churches  were 
gathered  the  same  year,  and  a  number  shortly  after, 
uriiidi  united  with  this  establishment ;  so  that  in  seven 
years  from  its  constitution,  it  had  increased  to  twenty- 
three  churches  and  1700  members.  The  bounds  of  this 
i^ssodation  were  for  a  number  of  years  very  extensive^ 
m  ft  oomprehfioded  all  the  churches  north  of  the 


Xcntodcf  River,  and  some  of  diose  which  were  soath 
4if  it  {  the  church  at  Gohtmbia,  in  th6  North-Western 
Territory,  now  the  Sttte  of  Ohio,  and  a  church  in  the 
Cumberland  settlements  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  It 
has  also  contained  from  the  first  a  number  of  verv 
large  and  flourishing  churches,  which  have  sent  forth 
many  preachers,  and  many  surrounding  branches.  The 
churches  of  South  Elkhorn,  Clear  Creek,  Bryan's  Sta« 
tion,  and  the  Great  Crossing,* are  among  those  which 
have  been  the  most  distinguished  for  numbers  and  pros« 
pmty»  During  the  great  revival,  these  four  churches 
Ipgetber,  received  in  one  year  the  addition  of  1S78 
inembers.  This  Association  has,  at  different/ times, 
comprehended  a  number  of  laborious  and  raccessful 
ministers.  A  number  of  the  preachers  who  emigrated 
from  Virginia  were  men  of  the  above  description.  And 
in  1 7S2$,  when  there  were  not  more  than  twenty  churches 
in  the  State,  and  but  twelve  in  the  Elkhorn  Association, 
Mr.  John  Gano,  a  man  famous  both  for  counsel  and  war, 
moved  from  the  city  of  New»Tork,  and  became  the  pas* 
tor  of  the  Town  Fork  church,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
J^ei^ington,  belonging  to  this  body.  Possessed  of  these 
ndvantages,  this  Association  was  much  resorted  to  in 
difficult  cases  for  counsel  and  assistance.  Under  these 
prosperous  circumstances,  it  continued  to  progress  with 
nreat  harmony  and  order  for  about  twenty  years,  receiv* 
H^  yearly  additions  of  churches  gathered  within  its  ex- 
tensive boundaries.  In  the  happy  days  of  the  great 
revival,  many  of  the  churches  in  this  body  experienced 
refreshing  seasons  of  an  uncommon  nature,  and  shared 
largely  in  that  powerful  work,  which  prevailed  in  such  a 
rapid  and  astonishing  manner  in  different  parts  of  the 
State.  At  its  annual  meeting  in  1801,  it  received  the 
addition  of  901i  members.  In  1802,  twelve  churches 
more  were  added,  which  made  its  whole  number  of 
Biembers  5310.  But  these  joyful  scenes  were  of  short 
duration :  very  gloomy  and  perilous  rimes  have  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  the  course  of  this  body,  from  the  close  of 
this  reofiarkable  enlargement  to  the  present  time,  has 
been  generally  difficult  and  unprosperous.  It  has  been 
otten  and  almost  annuaHy  diminished,  by  dismissing 
churches  to  unite  with  the  neighbouring  Associations* 
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But  as  their  brethren  were  dksrissed  in  harmony,  and 
still  continued  in  felkywship^  though  these  things  have 
diminished  their  number,  yet  they  did  act  constttute 
their  triaL :  these  arose  from  other  quarters  and  the* 
zeal  produced  by  the  great  revival  had  hardly  abated^ 
before  they  began  %  and  the  intervab  of  tranquilUty  have 
been  but  short  from  that  to  the  present  time. 

About  the  year  1 802,  the  Rev.  Augustin  Easton,  a- 
jH'eacher  of  considerable  enuneiK:e,  and  the  pastor  of  a 
respectable  church  at  Cooper's  Run,  in  the  county  of 
Bourbon,  and  His  Excellency  James  Gerrard,  a  member 
of  the  same  church,  formerly  a  preacher  in  the  Elkhorn 
Association,  but  then  Governor  c^  the  State  of  Kentucl^, 
bei^n  to  disclose  sc»ne  speculations  of  an  Arian  or  So* 
dnian  cast,  and  led  their  Inrethren  to  suspect  that  they 
were  dangerously  inclined,  if  not  fuUy  established  in  these 
sentiments.  For  some  time,  the  minds  of  many  were 
much  agitated  by  these  new  subjects  of  speculation ;  and 
the  eminence  and  ability  of  the  men  by  whom  they  were 
propagated,  excked  fearful  apprehensions  of  their  exten- 
sive prevalence.  The  majority  of  the  church  at  Coop- 
er's Run,  of  which  Mr.  Easton  was  pastor,  and  to  which 
the  Governor  belonged,  had  already  espoutied  their 
sentiments,  and  three  other  smaller  neighbouring  church- 
es had  done  the  same.  Anxious  to  make  every  proper 
exertion  to  reckum  their  brethren,  and  prevent  the 
progress  of  what  they  supposed  a  growing  heresy,  the 
Association  held  an  occasional  session  m  April,  1^803,  and 
appointed  the  five  following  ministering  brethren,  vvz. 
iSavid  Barrow,  John  Price,  Ambrose  Dudley,  Joseph 
Redding)  and  Carter  Tarrant,  a  committee  to  visit  these 
four  churches,  and  endeavour  to  convince  them  of  their 
error.  But  the  attempt  proving  unsuccessful,  they  were 
dcof^ped  from  the  Association,  and  no  extensive  effects 
were  produced  by  this  new  scheme  of  doctrine. 

About  two  years  after  this  difficulty  had  subsided, 
another  was  introduced  into  the  Association  on  the  sub« 
ject  of  slavery,  which  arose  to  a  very  serious  and  distress* 
ing  affair.  For  several  years,  there  had  been  a  number 
of  preachers  and  members  of  churches  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Associations,  who  were  in  principle  and 
practice,  opposed  to  the  holding  of  slaves,  in  the  man«« 
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ner  in  which  such  multitudes  are  held  by  the  BaatisX9 
in  this  and  many  other  States ;  but  they  had  hitherto 
made  the  circumstance  a  matter  of  burden  and  forbear^ 
ance.  But  a  resolution  of  the  Assodation,  at  its  annua) 
session  in  August,  1 805,  expressing  their  ctisapprobatioa 
of  ministers,  churches,  or  Associations  meddhng  with 
the  subject  of  emancipation  from  slavery,  gave  great  ofr 
fence  to  the  emancipators  :  a  number  immediately  left 
the  assembly ;  and  being  previously  matured  for  a  sepa- 
radon,  some  slight  attempts,  which  were  afterwards 
made  for  a  reconciliation,  served  only  to  extend  the 
breach,  and  an  open  and  painftd  rupture  ensued. 

The  subject  of  emancipation  was  about  the  same  timt 
agitated  in  the  Bracken  and  North  District  Associations^ 
where  it  produced  similar  divisions.  The  emancipa«> 
tors,  being  thus  separated  from  the  communion  of  their 
slave-holding  brethren  in  three  Associations,  collected 
from  different  parts,  and  in  1807  formed  an  Assodation 
of  their  own,  and  Messrs.  Barrow  and  Tarrant,  two  mem.-* 
bers  of  the  committee  in  the  Arian  affidr,  were  the  pruv 
opal  leaders  in  this  new  separation. 

The  difficulties  of  this  unhappy  community,  which 
seemed  destined  to  suffer  internal  trouble  and  comma* 
tion,  followed  each  other  in  quick  succession.  At  the 
same  time  that  the  controversy  about  emancipation  was 
agitated,  a  dispute  had  begun  between  two  individuals^ 
which,  after  gcnng  through  a  number  of  trials  in  differ- 
ent forms,  was  introduced  into  the  Association  in  1806. 
where  it  was  improperly  and  unsuccessfully  tampered 
with  about  four  years,  when  it  divided  into  two  contends 
ing  parties  this  once  flourishing  and  harmonious  body. 
The  unpleasant  dispute  which  has  been  the  cause  of  so 
tnuch  evil,  was  at  first  very  small  and  inconsiderable,  and 
originated  between  Elder  Jacob  Creath  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Lewis,  in  a  bargain  respecting  the  exchange  of  two  poor 
slaves.  Mr.  Creath  was  the  pastor,  and  Mr.  Lewis  on^ 
of  the  principal  members  of  the  Town  Fork  church,  ii^ 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lexington.  This  church  was  un- 
der the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Gano,  a  number  of  years 
after  his  removal  to  Kentucky.  But  this  eminent  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord,  and  skilful  arbitrator  in  reli^Qus  dis« 
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^tites,  had  been  taken  ftom  the  evil  to  come  before  this 
painful  contest  comihenced* 

.  As  it  may  appear  strange  that  a  per^nal  disagreement 
should  ht  the  cause  of  such  extensive  divisions,  the  read«* 
er  ought  to  be  informed,  that  the  opponents  of  Mn 
Creath  soon  lost  sight  of  thd  first  subject  of  dispute,  iii 
the  midst  of  a  number  of  grievous  allegations  of  various 
kinds,  which  at  every  stage  of  the   difficulty  were 
brought  against  him.     Amongst  other  things^  a  pam« 
phlet,  entitled  "  A  Portrait  of  Jacob  Creath/'  con  taming 
fourteen  charges^  some  of  then!  of  a  very  weighty  and 
a  number  of  a  frivolous  nature^  was  published  by  Elder 
Elijah  Criig,  one  of  the  oldest,  but  we  cannot  say  best^ 
ministers  in  the  Association*    In  consequence  of  this 
pamphlet^   the  church  in  which  the  difficulty  begun^ 
proceeded  to  call  a  committee  of  council  from  sixteen 
of  the  neighbouring  churches^  to  investigate  the  charges 
exhibited  against  their  pastor*    Forty-two  delegates  as** 
sembled,  and  after  font  days'  investigation  of  the  busi* 
ness,  this  numerous  convention  voted  Mt%  Creath  aft 
unanimous  acquittal  of  all  the  chargesi  which  Mr.  Craig 
in  his  Portrait  had  exhibited  apjaiifist  him.     But  notwitlv- 
standing  this,  an  influential  minority  of  the  Association 
ttill  continued  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Creath,  and  by  this 
time  they  had  also  conceived  many  grievances  against 
their  brethren,  who  had  acted  in  the  afiain    The  con- 
trovcfrsy  now  became  a  subject  of  general  concern,  and 
was  altercated  by  the  Association  when  collected,  by 
molt  of  the  churches  of  which  it  was  composed  when 
at  home,  and  by  a  number  of  families  of  very  considera^ 
ble  influence.    The  prospect  of  an  accommodation  ap* 
peared  still  farther  removed,  and  the  affair  became  more 
embarrassing  at  every  stage.     The  Association  had  in»* 
prudently  intermeddled  with  a  dispute,  which  it  could 
not  consistently  decide,  and  aftet*  a  lengthy  and  painAd 
attention  to  it,  its  division  appeared  inevitable.     Mr. 
Creath  had  sustained  a  number  of  trials  in  different 
fottns  for  nearly  the  same  things,  in  all  of  which  he  had 
been  acquitted,  and  many  were  desirous  that  these  de- 
cisions should  terminate  the  dispute.    The  Association 
progressed  as  usual  i  but  the  minor  party  stiU  continued 
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At  dissaftisfiiction,  and  in  1 809  they  dedioed  atteadiog 
its  annual  session.  Mr.  Lewis,  with  whom  the  contest 
began,  died  about  this  time,  but  this  event  had  no  ap^ 
{larent  effect  on  the  minds  oi  his  advocates.  They  were 
now  prepared  for  the  unhappy  result,  which  had  long 
been  expected ;  but  being  unwilling  to  appear  as  a^  secede 
ding  faction,  they  alleged  diat  the  majority  had  depart^* 
ed  from  the  origitial  constitution  of  the  Association ; 
and  at  a  meeting  of  consultation  for  the  purpose,  they 
adopted  the  singular  resolution  of  meeting  in  a  di&rent 
{>Iace  at  the  same  time  with  them,  and  to  claim  the  nama 
and  prerogatives  of  the  Elkhom  Association.  Such  was 
^e  conduct  of  a  number  of  aged  ministers,  who  had  ali- 
ways. before  been  highly  esteemed  for  their  wisdom  and 
prudence ;  but  they  afterwards  concluded  to  give  up  the 
same  of  Elkhorn^  which  they  had  absurdly  assumed^ 
nxiA  call  their  new  establishment  the  Licking  Associa« 
-tioo. 

.*  These  measures  were  peculiarly  distressing  to  the 
fiierids  of  Zion  throughout  an  extensive  circle.  The 
;0rinikters,  who  promoted  them^  were  John  Price,  Axxu 
oh)8e  Dudley,  Joseph  Redding,  Lewis  Corben,  Absalom 
fiaxnbridgis,  wd  some  others,  whose  influence  was  ndt 
w  great.  These  ministers  were  among  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  in  the  State  ;  they  had  long  borne  thd 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day^  and  their  names  were  every 
Hvhere  mentioned  with  respect.  Considering  their  age 
aiid  experience,  none  could  suppose  they  would  contend 
for  trifles,  and  yet  it  was  difficult  for  any  to  discover 
^uffident  reason  fbr  their  dividing  measures.  The  most 
•aptive  among  them  was  John  Price,  a  man  of  an  unpleas* 
ant  temper,  of  jgreat  asperity  of  manne^rs,  and  whose  zeal, 
on:  all.  occasions,  has  partaken  too  much  of  the  nature  of 
party  spirit.  Mr.  Creath>  against  whom  their  united  ef* 
torts  were  directed,  is  in  the  meridian  of  life,  of  popular 
tllents,  but  not  the  iqost  amiable  in  bis  manners,  nor 
conciliating  in  hit  address.  He  evidently  in  many  case^ 
displayed  too  much  of  the  air  of  triumph  towards  his 
s^rieved  brethren.  While  I  was  in  Kentucky  in  the 
winter  of  ISOIi — 10,  these  disputes  were  warm,  and  en* 
:gsged  the  attention  of  almost  every  individual  minister 
and  member  throughout  an  extensive  circle.    This  dr* 
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fumstsifice  made  my  visit  peculiarly  u[i{flea9ftiitf  1  mt^ 
much  to  admire  in  my  brethren  on  both  :$id^9»  but  i; 
could  not  approve  their  treatment  of  each  other;,  i  was^ 
grieved  to  see  a  number  of  aged  ministers^  whtan  I  hadt 
been  taught  to  respect  a  thousand  mUes  oSy  and  whor 
now  appeared  to  be  men  of  wisdom  and  men  jbf  £fQd^{ 
so  deeply  engaged  in  a  frivolous  dispute*  Th^  ntaiot^ 
party  appeared  more  bent  on  conquest  than  reconcilia- 
tion. On  the  whole,  I  was  led  to  think  there  must  be 
bad  leaven  somewhere,  to  produce  such  a  sour  ferm^n* 
teition. 

In  the  end,  the  Association. was  divided  in  a  tnb^t  pain- 
ful  manner,  and  a  number  of  churches  which  took  alfiec-.  - 
ent  sides  were  torn  to  pieces.  All  zrttempts  at  recop- 
ciliation  have  proved  ineflfectual,  and  nothing  but  the 
obliterating  hand  of  time  seems  capable  of  healing  thie 
breach.  The  Elkhofn  Association  has  in  a  good  degree 
recovered  from  the  distressing  shock,  and  the  new  onl^^ 
appears  to  be  rising  to  a  dc^gree  of  consistency  ahd  respect/ 

• 

BRACKEN    ASSOCIATION* 

This  body  was  organized  in    1798.    Moit  o^  thtf 
churches,  of  which  it  was  at  first  composed,  were  dis- 
missed from  the  Elkhorn  Association.    The  churd^  at 
Washington  was  constituted  in  1785.    It  is  not  only 
the  largest  and  the  oldest  in  this  Association,  but  is  also 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Kentucky.    It  was  for  some  tiine 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  William  Wood^  whp  lost  his  fof)-. 
tune  and  character  by  land  speculation.    It  was  princi- 
pally by  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  by  his  en- 
couraging proposals  of  worldly  advantage,  that  Mr.  John 
-   Gano  was  influenced  to  leave  the  dty  ot  New-York,  ahcf 
'    remove  to  the  wilds  of  Kentucky.   He  landed(  June,  1 7879 
at  Lymestone  on  the  Ohio  River  ;  and  at  WashingtohV 
which  is  only  four  miles  from  it,  he  tarried  two  years 
before  he  removed  to  the  place  of  his  final  settlement* 
The  Washington  church  united  with  the  Elkhorn  Asso-^ 
•  ciation  soon  after  that  body  was  formed,  in  lyh^ch  con-i 
.  ne^cion  it  continued  till  dismissed  to  form  the  firacVen*, 
This  Association  was  small  at  its  beginning,  and  has  never 
had  any  great  increase ;  and  in  1 805,  its  harmony  suCern 
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ed  a  temporary  interruption ,  by  the  dispute  which  the<i 
prevailed  in  many  parts  of  Kentucky  respecting  the 
emaiKipatioQ  of  slaves.  This  controversy  issued  m  the 
final  separation  of  a  number  of  ministers  and  churches 
from  the  Association^  who  united  with  the  emancipating^ 

Erry.    The  churches  are  in  the  counties  of  Mason^ 
racken,  and  Flenung,  in  the  north-east  part  of  the  State* 

KORTHBEND   ASSOCIATION* 

This  Association  is  also  on  the  north  side  of  the  State,  . 
to  the  west  and  south-west  of  the  Bracken.  It  was  form- 
ed, in  1802,  of  churches  which  were  mostly  dismissed  for 
the  purpose  from  the  Elkhorn  Association,  and  it  receiv-^ 
ed  its  naii^e  from  that  of  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
Ohio  River,  about  twenty  miles  below  the  town  of  Cin- 
cinnati. It  is  a  small  establishment,  which  has  travelled 
from  its  beginning  in  harmony  and  love.  The  churches 
are  in  the  counties  of  Campbell,  Pendleton,  and  Boone,  ' 
along  the  Licking  and  Ohio  Rivers.  The  first  begin- . 
ning  of  that  powerf^ll  s^nd  extensive  work,  which  has 
l)een  generally  denominated  the  great  revival,  began 
in  1 799,  in  what  are  How  the  bounds  of  this  Association, 
and  in  1810  and  181  i,  a  refreshing  season  was  again 
granted  to  some  of  the  churches  in  this  connexion,  and 
to  the  one  at  Bulletsburg  1 30  were  added  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months.  This  church  is  the  largest  and  most  dis- 
tinguished in  this  Association.  It  now  (1812)  contains 
270  members,  and  is  under  the  care  of  Absalom  Graves. 
The  late  William  Cave,  who  was  a  very  distinguished 
character,  was  a  member  of  this  body.  Mr.  John  Tay- 
lor, who  preached  to  this  church  a  number  of  years,' 
gives  it  a  very  pleasing  character  for  skilful  disdpline^ 
and  also  for  harmony  and  brotherly  love.  From  it  have  ^ 
l^oceeded  a  number  of  other  churches9  the  names  of 
^ich  I  aqa  not  able  to  give. 

fEPAJtATB  OR  ^OUTH   RBNTUCKY  ASSOCIATION. 

This  name  was  given  to  an  Association,  which  was  ' 
formed  in  1785,  on  the  south  ^de  of  Ketitucky  River^  ' 
pkd  which  remuned  on  its  first  foundation  about  sixteen 
years.    I^obert  Eikiin  Joseph  Bledsoe,  and  James  Smith,  i 
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were  some  of  the  principal  instruments  of  gathering  the 
churches  of  which  it  was  composed.  The  preachers  as 
wen  as  the  first  members,  emigrated  principally  from 
Virginia,  and  were  amongst  the  earliest  Baptist  adven* 
turers  to  the  attracting  wilderness  of  Kentucky.  The 
Baptists  in  Virginia,  at  the  time  they  began  to  send  forth 
«uch  populous  colonies  of  their  brethren  to  the  western 
country,  were  divided  into  Regulars  and  Separates,  d« 
though  the  Separates  were  much  the  most  numerous. 
The  Regulars  were  professedly  and  some  of  them  very 
highly  Calvinistick ;  but  the  Separates  were  far  from  be- 
ing unanimous  in  their  doctrinal  sentiments.  A  majority 
of  them,  however,  were  Calvinists,  and  of  the  rest  a  part 
were  much  inclined  to  the  Arminian  side  of  the  contro* 
versy ;  and  some  of  the  most  distin^ished  among  them, 
in  opposinc;  the  high  strains  of  Calvinism,  which  were 
incessantly  and  in  many  instances  dogmatically  sound- 
ed by  their  orthodox  brethren,  had  gone  nearly  the 
fiill  length  of  the  doctrine  of  Arminius.  Others,  with 
different  modifications  of  the  objectionable  articles  of 
both  systems,  were  endeavouring  to  pursue  a  middle 
course.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  Virginia  Baptists,  with 
regard  to  doctrine,  at  the  period  under  consideration, 
and  some  of  all  these  different  classes  were  amongst 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  fertile  regions  of  the  west ; 
but  a  majority  of  them  were  Separates  in  their  native 
State.  But  the  same  people  who  had  travelled  together 
before  their  removal,  so  ^r  at, least  as  it  respected  their 

.  associattonal  conneidon^  pursued  a  different  course  when 
settled  in  Kentucky.  The  Calvinistick  Separates  united 
ninth  the  few  Regular  Baptists  amongst  them,  and  estab- 
lished the  i)lkhorQ  Association,  whicn,  at  its  commence- 

^ '  ment,  adopted  the  Philadelphia  confession  of  faith ; 
while  those,  who  inclined  to  the  Arminian  system,  as 
well  as  those  who  adopted  some  of  the  Calvinistick  creed 

f  in  a  qualified  sense,  united  with  the  Association  whose 

'    history  we  now  have  under  consideration. 

Thus  the  names  of  Regular  and  Separate  wer6  trans- 

. '  *  ported  beyond  the  mountains,  and  two  separate  interestis 
w$re  established  in  the  neighbourhood  of  each  other.. 
This  Association,  like  the  rest  in  the  country,  wa^  small 
<  in  its  beginning,  but  its  cour^  w^s  generally  prpsperous,. 
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%xkA  no  special  event  occurred  until  1 789,  four  years  from 
its  commencement,  when  there  was  an  unsuccessful  M« 
tempt  to  abolish  the  names  of  Regular  and  S^mrate,  and 
effect  an  union  and  corremondence  between  this  and  tfa6 
Elkhorn  Association.  This  measure  was  attempted  in 
consequence  of  recommendations  of  the  United  Baptists 
in  Virginia,  whose  advice  the  Kentucky  brethren  were 
generally  inclined  to  receive,  and  whose  examples  they 
generally  imitated.  The  Regulars  and  Separates  in 
North  and  South  Carolina  had  united  before,  and  in 
1787,  a  happy  reconciliation  was  effected  between  these 
two  parties  in  Virginia,  both  of  which  had  at  that  time 
become  very  numerous.  And  having  found  that  a  re<* 
conciliation  was  practicable  and  pleasant,  the  United 
Baptists  in  Virginia  sent  letters  to  the  Elkhorn  and  S^- 
^rate  Associadons,  informing  them  of  the  successful 
steps  they  had  taken,  and  recommending  the  same  to 
them,  with  earnest  desires  that  their  endeavours  might  * 
prove  successful.  But  the  set  time  for  this  dedrable 
event  was  not  yet  come.  The  union  was  ardently 
desired  by  many  individuals  of  both  parties,  and  the 
bodies  at  large  appeared  favourably  disposed  towards  the 
attempt ;  but  they  knew  not  by  what  means  to  accom* 
plish  it,  nor  could  they  agree  on  the  terms  on  which 
they  should  unite.  The  Separates  were  afraid  of  being 
bound  and  hampered  by  Articles  and  Confessions,  and 
the  Regulars  were  unwilling  to  unite  with  them,  with- 
out something  of  the  kind.  A  general  convention  of 
delegates  met  on  the  business,  and  overtures  were  made 
on  both  sides ;  but  both  parties  beimg  too  tenacious  of 
their  favourite  maxims  to  make  sufficient  abatements^ 
their  endeavours  at  that  dme  proved  unsuccessful. 

A  similar  attempt  was  made  in  1793,  which,  like  the 
other,  terminated  without  accomplishing  the  desirable 
object.  In  this  year,  five  lurches  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  Separate  Association,  respecting  uieir  proceeding  . 
in  this  affair,  and  also  in  some  other  matters,  with<« 
drew,  and  formed  the  Tate's  Creek  Associationp 

But  in  the  time  of  the  great  revival,  the  out-pounnga 
of  the  Divine  Spirit,  ;M)d  its  softening  infiuence  on  the 
nunds  of  the  s^nts,  prepared  the  way  for  that  reconcilia- 
tion and  union,  whidi  all  their  weighty  arguments  and;  . 
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smiduoiis  «ideavo«rs  had  n<y^  been  able  to  accompllsb." 
This  astonishifig  work,  in  the  year  idOO  and  following, 
prevailed'  most  powerfi^ly  amongst  the  Separates  as  well 
»  the  Regulacs*  The  churches  and  members  were  now 
much  intermixed.  All  were  visited  and  refreshed  by 
the  copious  and  abundatit  rain  of  righteousness  which 
was  poured  upon  the  land ;-  and,  regardless  of  names, 
they  unitedly  engaged  in  enjoying  and  fbrwarding  the 
precious  and  power&l  work^  By  this  means^  those  little 
party  asperities,  which  had  unhappily  prevailed,  were 
much  moUified  and  diminished ;  their  cold^  and  indiffer* 
cut  charity  for  each  other  was  inflamed ;  and  with  most 
of  them  their  notions  of  doctrine  were  found  to  be  nolh 
so  different  as  they  had  supposed.  An  union  was.noW' 
proposed  in  earnest,. and  soon  e&cted  with  ease.  Bothr 
Associations  had  become  large,  containing  together  be» 
irween  sewn  and  ei^ift  thousand  members.  Committees 
were'  appointed  by  both  bodies  to  confer  on  the  subject 
of  an  union,  who,  after  mature  deliberation,  agreed  ta 
the  following'  terma : 

•*  Terms  of  Union  between^  the  Elkhorn  and  Soutb^Kentueky 

or  Separate  Associations. 
'  ^^  We  the  committees  of  the  Elkhorn  and  South  Ken- 
tucky A'ssociations,  do  agree-  to  unite  on  the  following 
plan. 

**  1st.    That  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New-Tes^ 
tament  are  the  infallible  word  of  God,  and  the  only 
rule  of  faith  and  practice.      2d.    That  there  is  one  only 
true  God,  and  in  the  Godhead  or  divine  essence,  there' 
ate  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,      dd^   That  by  nature- 
we  are  fallen  and  depraved  creatures.     4th.    That  salva- 
tion, regeneration,  sanctification,  and  justification,  are 
1>y  the  life,  death,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of  Jesus 
Christ.    5tb.    That  the  saints  will  finally  persevere 
through  grace  to  glory.     6thi   That  believers'  baptism  • 
by  immersion  is  necessary  to  receiving  the  Lord's  supper. 
7th.     That  the  salvation  of  the  righteous,  and  punish- 
ment of  the  wicked  will  be  eternal.     8tfa.  That  it  is  our 
duty  to  be  tender  and  affikreionate  to  each  other,  and 
study  ihe  happiness  of  the  children  of  God  in  general ; 
to  b*  engaged  •  singly  to-  promote  the  honour  of  God. 
9th  ^    And  that  the  preaching  C/&Wif  tasted  deaib  for 
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fvery  man^  shall  be  no  bar  to  communioiu  1 0th*  Atuf 
that  each  may  keep  up  their  associational  and  church 
government  as  to  them  may  seem  best.  1 1  th.  That  a 
h'ee  correspondence  and  communion  be  kept  up  between 
the  churches  thus  united* 

*^  Unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  joint  committee. 
*^  Ambrose  Dui>i.£Y,    Daniel  Ramey, 
JokH  Pricb,  Thomas  J.  Chilton^ 

Joseph  Rbodino^       Mosbs  Blbdsob, 
David  Barrow^        Samuel  Johnson/' 
Robert  Elkin^ 

Matters  being  thus  prepared,  a  general  convention, 
composed  of  ddegates  from  all  the  churches  in  both  As- 
sociations, met  October,  1801,  at  Howard's  Creek  meet- 
ing-house, in  the  county  of  Clark,  when  they  unani- 
mously acceded  to  the  terms  of  union,  which  their  com- 
mittees had  prepared,  and  agreed  to  lay  aside  the  names 
of  Regular  and  Separate,  and  to  travel  together  in  future 
in  communion  and  fellowship  as  united  brethren. 

This  was  the  last  body  of  the  Separate  Baptists,  which 
relinquished  the  appellation  by  which  they  had  been  dis* 
tinguished  for  almost  fifty  years* 

In  1 802,  the  year  after  this  union  took  place,  the  As-» 
sociation  having  become  very  extensive  in  its  bounda** 
ries,  found  it  convenient  to  make  a  division ;  and  as  near- 
ly an  equal  number  of  the  churches  were  situated  on 
both  sides  of  the  Kentucky  River,  this  river  was  fixed 
upon  as  the  dividing  line,  and  the  two  divisions  were 
called  the  North  and  South  District  Associations.  These 
names  were  assumed  merely  for  the  purpose  of  distinc- 
tion, as  there  were  no  geographical  or  civil  departments 
of  the  country  to  which  they  referred. 

The  North  District  Association  has  moved  on  in  feU 
lowship  with  the  neighbouring  Associations,  and  has 
also  enjoyed  internal  haripony  from  its  commencement 
to  the  present  time,  except  that  it  sustained  a  tempo-* 
rary  interruption,  when  David  Barrow  and  some  other 
brethren,  openly  espoused  the  side  of  the  Emancipators^ 
The  Association  is  now  one  of  the  largest  in  Kentucky. 

But  the  South  Dbtrict  Association  has  experienced 
great  trials  and  changes ;  and  was  most  miserably  torn 
asunder  by  religious  discords,  shortly  after  it  was  org^m^ 
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iMed.     It  soon  appeared  that  in  the  southern  depart- 
fcent  of  the  old  Separate  community,  there  were  a  num* 
bev  who  had  gone  far  into  doctrinal  errors.    Some  were 
^cided  Arminians,  and  others  had  adopted  Winches* 
ter's  chimerical  notion  of  universal  restoration.     But 
they  had  all  acceded  to  th^  terms  of  union,  &c»  lately  men- 
tioned.    But  it  soon  appeared  that  they  did  it  with  much 
mental  reservation.  When  these  things  came  to  be  known 
in  the  Association,  they  produced  much  confusion  and 
distress.     Mr.  John  Bayley  was  one  who  had  propagated 
the  doctrine  of  universal  restoration.     It  was  plead  that 
.^though  he  had  preached  this  doctrine,  yet  he  had  done 
k  4n  such  a  manner  as  not  to  give  offence  to  the  most 
delicate  ear.''    The  Association  soon  became  divided 
Into  two  contending  parties,  and  what  was  still  worse, 
the  greater  part  appeared  on  the  side  of  error.     At  its 
session  in  1803,  some  ministers  publickly  dedared  them- 
selves no  more  of  the  Association,  and  withdrew.     Thift 
is  the  mode  of  dissolving  fellowship  in  Kentucky.    Oth- 
ers followed  their  exam^e  ;  but  after  all,  the  erroneous 
party  retained  about  two  thirds  of  the  Association.    Thfe  ^ 
minor  seceding  party  formed  themselves  into  an  Assoc!- 
jitioifby  the  n^ne  of  South  District,  or  rather  they  daim« 
ed  the  right  of  being  considered  the  original  body,  and  the 
neighbouring  Associations  admitted  them  to  correspon* 
dence  as  such.    This  Association  is  not  large,  but  it  com- 
prises a  number  of  very  respectable  churches,  which  are 
situated  mostly  in  the  counties  of  Mercer  and  Lincoln : 
some  ate  scattered  in  Gerrard,  Washington,  and  Nelson. 
Gabriel  Slaughter,  Esq.    late  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Kentucky,  belongs  to  one  of  the  churches  in  this  con- 
nexion. 

'  The  other  party  also  claimed  the  name  and  prerogai- 
tives  of  the  South  District  Association,  and  if  the  major- 
ity ought  to  govern,  this  claim  was  well  founded  t  but 
the  other  Assodations  have  never  admitted  them  to  fel- 
lowship. This  body  is  situated  in  a  part  of  Kentucky 
which  I  did  not  visit.  I  have  taken  mych  pains  to  leara. 
its  history,  and  have  written  many  tetters  for  the  pur*' 
pose,  but  nothing  has  been  communicated.  Tbe  last  ac- 
count I  had  of  it  was  in- 1 B04,  Vben,  according  to  their 
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minutes,  they  had  twenty-two  churches,  about  thirty 
ministers,  and  upwards  of  eight  hundred  members.  \ 
conclude  that  many  of  these  churches  and  members,  Hke 
the  followers  of  Elias  Smith,  would  have  done  muchr 
better,  with  better  leaders,  or  with  less  leading.  It  iJf 
highly  probable,  that  the  number  of  this  body  has  great- 
ly declined  since  1 804,  and  I  know  not  but  it  has  by  this 
time  become  extinct. 

Tate's  creek  association. 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  this  Association  orig- 
inated in  1 793,  when  five  churches  withdrew  from  the 
old  Separate  party,  and  embodied  by  themselves.  They 
united  without  any  definite  Articles  of  Faith,  but  in 
general  assented  to  those  of  the  Elkhorn  Association. 
This  Association  received  its  name  from  that  of  a  small 
water-course,  which  empties  into  Kentucky  River  from 
the  south.  The  most  remarkable  circumstance  in  the 
history  of  this  body  is,  that  in  the  year  I80i,  it  received 
by  baptism  1148  members. 

SALEM    ASSOCIATION* 

This  Association  was  formed  of  four  churches  in  1785. 
The  first  settlers  in  this  region  were  fropi  Virginia ;  but 
they  were  soon  joined  by  a  considerable  company  from 
the  Redstone  country,  in  the  back  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
Among  this  compariy  was  that  worthy  minister  Wil- 
liam Taylor,  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  churches  in  this 
quarter.  This  part  of  Kentucky  settled  slowly  for  a 
number  of  years*  The  first  settlers  were  often  molested 
by  the  Indians,  and'  Elder  John  Gerrard  and  a  num- 
ber of  his  brethren  fell  victims  to  their  rage.  The  Sa- 
lem Association  was  formed  on  Cox's  Creek,  a  small 
distance  below  the  Salt  River,  about  fifty  miles  south  of 
Frankfort,  and  not  far  from  the  place  where  Bairdstown 
now  stands.  Its  minit^ters  at  first* were  William  Taylor, 
Jr>seph  Barnet,  and  John  Whitaker ;  the  names  of  the 
first  four  churches  were  Severn  Valley,  Cedar  Creek, 
Cox's  Creek,  and  Bear  Grass.  They  did  not  all  contain 
but  about  a  hundred  and  thirty  members.    Aiid  so  slow 
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Iras  its  progress,  that  fourteen  years  after,  its  number  wa$ 
a  little  less  than  five  hundred.  But  the  great  revival, 
which  began  here  about  1 800,  prevailed  in  a  most  aston- 
ishing manner.  This  As>ociarion  in  the  course  of  three. 
years  received  the  addition  of  upwards  of  two  thousand 
members,  and  became  so  large  that  it  was  necessary  to 
divide  it. 

This  Association,  at  its  beginning,  adopted  the  Phila- 
del[^a  Confession  of  Faith,  and  for  a  few  years  corres- 
ponded by  letter  with  that  borly,  as  it  did  also  with  the 
Charleston  Association  in  South-Carolina,  and  the  Ke* 
toctoB  in  Virginia*  The  churches  c^  which  it  was  compos- 
ed were  for  a  number  of  years  principally  in  the  county 
of  Nelson ;  but  by  the  subdivisions  of  that  county,  an4 
the  enlargement  of  the  Association,  they  are  now  in  the 
counties  of  Hardin,  firackenridge,  Washington,  Bullet^ 
and  Ohio. 

William  Taylor  was  a  very  diligent  and  successful  la* 
bourer  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard,  and  was  esteemed 
a  father  in  this  Association  from  its  beginning  till  his 
death,  in  i807.  He  was  born  in  New- Jersey  m  1744« 
While  he  was  young  his  parents  moved  to  Virginia,  and 
settled  near  Winchester,  where  he  was  brought  up. 
Having  arrived  at  manhood,  be  went  back  to  his  native 
State,  where  he  tarried  a  short  time,  married^  and  then 
returned  to  Virginia,  and  began  to  preach  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life.  From  Virginia,  he  went  to  the  Red* 
stone  country,  where  he  continued  eight  years,  and  then 
went  down  the  Ohio  River,  and  settled  in  Kentucky  in 
1784.  Mr.  Taylor  was  one  of  those  ministers  whose 
private  life  gave  the  most  condu^^ive  evidence  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  publick  ministrations ;  his  gifts  were  not 
considered  great,  but  they  were  employed  with  unwea* 
ried  diligence,  and  to  great  advantage. 

JLOHG    RUN    ASSOCIATION. 

The  remarkable  increase  of  the  Salem  Association  has 

been  mentioned.    In  the  progress  of  that  great  work  by 

which  it  was  so  much  enlarged,  a  number  of  churches 

were  gathered  north  of  the  Salt  River  ;  and  when  its 

^vision  was  proposed,  that  river  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
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Shading  fine.  All  the  churches  north  of  it  were  ifismissed 
to  form  a  new  Association,  which  was  organized  in  180i3, 
and  was  called  Long  Run,  from  a  smaH  water-cburt»« 
Bear  to  which  its  first  session  was  held.  This  Associa^ 
lion  has  experienced  some  refreshing  seasons  since  it 
was  formed,  particularly  in  1809  and  J810«  It  is  now 
a  large  and  very  respectable  body,  and  is  situated  mostly 
between  the  Salt  and  Kentucky  Rivers,  and  extends 
westward  as  far  as  the  Ohio  River ;  and  a  few  of  its 
churches  are  over  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

• 

GREEN    RIVBR    ASSOCIATION. 

Thb  terms  Green  River  Settlements,  and  Green  River 
jCountry,  are  generally  applied  by  the  people  in  Kentucky 
to  all  that  part  of  the  State  which  lies  south  of  the  Green 
River.  The  settlements  here  were  begun  about  1793, 
when  the  whole  territory  was  comprehended  in  the 
county  of  Logan  ;  but  as  early  as  1 809,  it  was  divided 
into  fourteen  counties.  What  divisions  have  taken  place 
tince,  I  have  not  learnt. 

The  Association,  whose  history  we  are  about  to  relate j 
Was  formed  in  1800,  and  contained  at  first  nine  churches, 
eight  ministers,  and  about  350  members.  This  wa^ 
about  the  beginning  of  the  great  revival,  which  had 
already  extended  to  this  region ;  and  so  rapidly  did  it 
prevsdl  here,  that  this  body  at  its  next  session  contained 
upwards  of  a  thousand  members,  and  in  1804  it  had  in« 
creased  to  thirty-eight  churches,  which  embraced  1 876 
communicants. 

This  Association  had  now  become  so  extensive  in  its 
boundaries,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  divide  it ;  but 
it  being  scattered  over  such  a  wide  extent  of  country, 
they  found  it  the  most  convenient  to  divide  it  into  three, 
and  accordingly  the  Russell's  Creek  and  Stockton's  Val- 
ley were  formed  from  it.  By  this  measure  the  original 
body  was  much  reduced,  and  the  two  which  were  form* 
ed  from  it  were  smaller  still. 

The  churches  in  the  RusselPs  Creek  Association  are 
mostly  in  the  counties  of  Green  and  Adair ;  those  of 
the  Stockton's  Valley  are  mostly  in  Tennessee ;  those  in 
Kentucky  are  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Barren* 
,lSot|^  of  these  Associations  remain  small. 


:  The  Grease  River  hte  ^in  b^ome  \»rge  ;  partly  bjr 
revivals^aod partly  by  the  following  circumstance.  There 
was  an  Association  formed  in  the  south- west- part  of  this 
Slate,  in  1806,  which  waa  called  the  Union.  But  its 
ji^tne  was  not  together  descriptive  of  its  character ;  for 
jnot  long  since,  it  was  divided  and  dissolved,  and  most 
of  the  churches  united  with  the  Association  whose  his- 
tory we  have  under  consideration. 

Carter  Tarrant,  who  has  since  been  considerably  fa» 
mous  amongst  the  Emancipators  in  the  northern  coun* 
ties  in  Kentucky,  was  one  of  the  mo^^t  active  and  suc- 
cessful ministers  in  raising  up  the  churches  in  this  body, 
and  tx'ganizing  them  into  an  Association.  Robert  Stocks, 
ton,  a  native  of  Culpepper  county,  Virginia,  who  was 
highly  esteemed  in  his  native  State,  from  which  he  re* 
mov€^  to  Kentucky  about  180(>,  has,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  this  Association,  been  its  Moderator,  and  is  esr 
teemed  a  father  among  the  churches.  The  late  John 
Hall,  Esq.  one  of  the  Judges  for  barren  county,  who  fin- 
ished his  earthly  course  in  a  most  joyful  manner  in  ISCd, 
was  a  member  of  this  Association  ;  ajid  his  son,  Michael 
W^Hall^  who  succeeds  his  father  on  the  bench,  now  serves 
it  as  Clerk.  .  / 

EMANCIPATINO  SOCIETY.     A         / 

This  society  is  composed  of  ministers  ancf^enurches^ 
who  have  separated  from  their  former  connexion  on  ac- 
count of  slavery,  and  who  differ  in  nothing  except  this 
article  from  the  main  body  of  the  Calvinistick  Baptists. 
They  denominate  themselves  ^^  Friends  to  Humanity  /' 
but  they  are  generally  known  by  the  name  of  "  Entanci* 
paiors^^  which  name  they  are  by  no  means  unwilling  to 
receive.  The  people,  who  composed  this  body,  belong 
ed  formerly  to  the  Elkhorn,  the  North  District,  and 
Bracken  Associations,  from  which  they  separated  in  the 
year  1805 ;  some  of  their  own  choice,  and  others  by  the 
expulsory  measures  of  the  re^}ective  churches  and  Asbo- 
ciations  to  which  they  belonged. 

The  people  whose  history  we  now  have  in  view,  have 
takea  a  decided  stand  against  slavery,  in  every  brancli  of 
it,  both  in  principle  and  practice,  as  being  a  sinful  and 
abominable  system,  fraught  with  peculiar  evils  and  mis- 
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eries,  which  every  good  man  ought  to  abaodon  and  bear 
his  testimony  against*  The«e  are,  in  substance^  their 
sentiments^especting  slavery  ;  and  their  desires  and  qn** 
deavours  sere,  to  effect,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  and  in 
the  most  prudent  and  advantageous  manner  both  to 
the  slaves  and  their  owners,  the  general  and  complete 
emancipation  of  this  numerous  race  of  enslaved,  igno-» 
rant,  and  degraded  beings,  who  are  now,  by  the  laws 
and  customs  of  the  land,  exposed  to  hereditary  and  per^ 
petual  bondage^  And  with  sendments  so  noble  and  hu« 
mane,  one  would  think  they  must  certainly  meet  the 
approbation  of  every  benevolent  man.  But  truth  may 
be  unskilfully  defended,  and  the  noblest  sentiments  may 
become  suspicious,  by  the  unseasonable  and  intemperate 
zeal  with  which  they  are  propagated. 

To  declaim  against  slavery  and  slave-holders^  in  the 
hearing  of  a  multitude  of  ignorant  negroes,  who  will 
pervert  the  most  proper  reasonings  to  improper  purpo- 
ses, is  certainly  an  imprudent  conduct.  Of  this,  the 
Emancipators  were  continually  accused,  and  not  witiiout 
some  grounds ;  and  the  perversion  of  their  discourses 
by  the  negroes  was  laid  to  their  charge  as  a  peculiar  eviL 
It  is  altogether  probable  that  in  this  thing  the  £manci« 
pators  were  much  to  blame.  Some  of  them,  however, 
ought  to  be  excused  from  these  charges.  They  have 
tint  dwelt  upon  slavery  in  their  puhUck  discourse9,  but 
their  principal  object  has  been  to  devise  plans  in  a  pru-< 
dent  way  for  the  execution  of  their  noble  purposes. 
The  advocates  for  slavery  oppose  the  Emancipators  with 
such  arguments  as  these  :-— What  can  a  few  individuals 
do  in  this  business  ?  Government  has  sanctioned  the 
holding  of  slaves ;  and  unless  they  interpose  their  influ« 
ence,  nothing  effectual  can  be  done  towards  setting  them 
free.  This  may  be  true  ;  but  ^^  what  measure  of  great 
publick  utility  was  ever  executed  by  church  or  State^ 
which  was  not  first  proposed  by  individuals  ?  which  was 
not  first  resisted  by  the  great  body,  and  perhaps  d^eat* 
ed  for  a  time  ? 

According  to  Tarrant's  History  of  the  Emancipators, 
Elders  Dodge  and  Carmen  with  their  congregations^ 
were  the  first  who  separated  from  the  Baptists  m  Kesi»> 
tucky,  on  account  of  slavery.    These  men  were  settle4 
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in  Kelson  county.  The  next  minister  who  made  much 
noise  in  Kentucky  on  this  subject,  was  Elder  John  Sut* 
ton,  a  native  of  New-Jersey.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  Donold  Holmes,  David  Barrow,  Carter  Tarrant, 
Jacob  Grigg,  George  Smith,  and  a  number  of  other  min^ 
isters,  some  Europeans  and  some  native  Americans, 
moved  into  the  State,  and  propagated  the  doctrine  of  the 
emancipation  of  slaves.  Most,  if  not  all  these  ministers^ 
officiated  as  pastors  of  churches  where  slavery  was  tolenu 
ted ;  and  the  Emancipators  generally,  \vho  were  scattered 
throughout  the  State,  travelled  in  fellowship  and  com-* 
munion  with  their  brethren  who  held  slaves,  until  the 
year  1 805.  The  occasion  of  their  separating  from  them 
and  uniting  in  a  body  by  themselves,  has  been  related 
in  the  history  of  the  Elkhorn  Association.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  Emancipators  as  a  body,  was  in  August, 
1807,  when  they  convened  in  conference,  to  deliberate 
on  the  mode  of  their  future  proceedings.  At  this  meet* 
ing,  eleven  ministers  and  nineteen  private  brethren  en** 
tered  their  names  as  advocates  for  emancipating  princi- 
ples. Eleven  queries  were  presented  to  this  Conference, 
and  most  of  their  time  appears  to  have  been  taken  up 
in  discussing  and  resolving  them.  One  query  was.  Can 
any  person  be  admitted  a  member  of  this  meeting,  whose 
practice  appears  friendly  to  perpetual  slavery  ?  Answer. 
We  think  not.  Another  was.  Is  there  any  case  in  which 
persons  holding  slaves  may  be  admitted  to  membership 
into  a  church  of  Christ  ?  Answer.  No ;  except  in  the 
following,  viz.— -1st.  In  the  case  of  a  person  holding 
young  slaves,  and  recording  a  deed  of  their  emancipation 
at  such  an  age  as  the  church  to  which  they  offer  may 
agree  to.  2d.  In  the  case  of  persons  who  have  purchas- 
ed in  their  ignorance,  and  are  willing  that  the  church 
shall  say  when  the  slaves  or  slave  shall  be  free.  sd.  In 
the  case  of  women,  whose  husbands  are  opposed  to  eman<» 
cipation.  4th.  In  the  case  of  a  widow,  who  has  it  not  in 
her  power  to  fiberate  them.  5th.  In  the  case  of  idiots, 
old  age,  or  any  debility  of  body  that  prevents  such  slave 
from  procuring  a  sufficient  support ;  and  some  other 
cases,  which  we  would  wish  the  churches  to  be  at  liberty 
to  judge  of,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  humanity. 
The  ^th  query  was.  Snail  members  in  union  with  us  be 
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at  liberty  in  any  case  to  purchase  daves  ?  Answer.  Mc; 
except  it  be  with  a  view  to  ransom  them  from  perpet«« 
al  slavery,  in  such  a  way  as  the  church  may  approve  of. 
The  last  query  which  we  shall  notice,  was,  Have  our 
ideas  of  slavery  occasioned  any  alteration  in  our  views 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  ?     Answer.    No. 

The  September  following,  these  people  met,  and  re- 
duced their  fraternity  into  an  organized  body,  under  the 
name  of  "  The  Baptized  Licking-Locust  Association^  Friends 
to  Humanity.**  The  Association  received  its  name  firom 
that  of  a  church  called  Licking^Locust,  which  is  in  the 
north  part  of  the  State,  near  the  Ohio  River,  and  is  con- 
sidered  a  mother  establishment  to  the  emancipating  in* 
terest  in  Kentucky. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Emancipators,  they  resolv*- 
ed,  ^*  That  the  present  mode  of  Assodations  or  confeder- 
i  ation  of  churches  was  unscriptural,  and  ought  to  be  laid 
I  aside/'    They  then  proceeded  to  form  themselves  into 
I  an  Abolition  Society.      This  was  innovation  virithout  im- 
I  provement.    It  would  be  as  difficult  to  find  Abolition 
I  Societies  in  the  Scriptures,  as  Associations.    The  reason^ 
for  this  change  are  not  stated  in  the  Minutes  ;  it  is  prob- 
able, however,  that  they  had  become  disgusted  with 
Associations,  on  account  of  the  rough  manner  in  which 
many  had  been  handled  by  them. 

About  this  time  David  Barrow  published  a  pamphlet 
with  this  title-page,  "  Involuntary^  Unmerited^  Perpetual^ 
Absolute^  Hereditary  Slavery^  examined^  on  the  principles  of 
Nature,  Reason,  Justice,  Policy,  and  Scripture/^  This 
piece  is  written  in  a  grave  and  manly  style,  and  vtrith 
those  nice  discriminations,  those  candid  and  weighty 
reasons,  which  certainly  deserve  the  attention  of  all  who 
are  concerned  in  slavery,  and  is  worth  the  perusal  of 
those  who  are  desirous  of  making  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Barrow  is  doubtless  the  most  distinguished 
minister  amongst  the  Emancipators.  The  pamphlet 
above  mentioned  shews  him  to  be  a  man  by  no  means 
deficient  in  abilities,  either  natural  or  acquired.  He  is  a 
native  of  Virginia,  where  he  commenced  his  ministry  in 
1771 ;  in  the  early  part  of  which  he  suffered  much  by 
{he  insolence  and  persecuting  rage  of  his  rude  country- 
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Dnen.*    He  also  early  iitiblbed  his  emancipating  principles^ 
and  in  consequence  of  which  freed  a  considerable  number 
of  slaves.     Having  long  been  distinguished  in  his  native 
State  for  piety  and  abilities,  he  removed  to  Kentucky  in 
1 798,  and  settled  in  Montgomery  county.  In  Virginia  and. 
Kentucky,  until  the  stir  about  emancipation,  Mr.  Barrow 
travelled  in  fellowship  \(dth  his  brethren,  who  were  the 
holders  of  slaves*    When  this  dispute  came  on,  they  ap- 
pear to  have  fixed  on  him  as  the  object  of  their  peculiar 
resentment,  and  carried  their  Opposition  to  him  to  such 
an  extreme,  that  the  North-District  Association  to  which 
^  he  belonged,  and  which  professes  to  be  nothing  more  than 
**  An  Advisory  Council^''  put  forth  its  horns j  and  pubfickly 
expelled  their  brother  from  his  seat  •*for  preaching 
emancipation^  and  sent  a  committee  to  take  him  Under 
dealings  in  the  church  at  Mount  Sterling,  of  which  he  was 
a  member/'    How  ardent  and  blind  must  have  been  that 
Keal,  \Crhich  hurried  a  large  and  respectable  body  into 
i^ch  overbearing  and  inconsistent  measures !  The  reader 
wiH  discover  from  this  circumstance  the  spirit  with  whicli 
tht  ematlcipating  dispute  ^as  conducted.    But  for  th* 
hotrour  of  this  Association,  tr^  are  happy  to  be  able  to  sta;te'9 
that  at  tfaeit  next  session  they  <^  voted  to  reconsider  and 
revoke  all  the  acts,  which  they  had  passed  respecting  Mr. 
Barrow."    But  he  had  now  united  With  the  Emancipa- 
tors, and  chose  not  to  return. 

The  zeal  of  the  Emancipators  has  in  some  measure 
abated,  and  of  course  they  are  less  opposed;  and  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  any  lasting  eflPects  will  be  produced 
by  their  means.    Their  leading  maxims  are  approved  of 

*  In  1778,  Mr.  Barrow  received  an  invitation  to  pi^acb  at  the  hoase  of  a 
^itleman,  who  hvt^  on  Nanaemond  Rivet*  near  ttie  mouth  of  James  River. 
A  ministering  brother  accompaiiied  him.  Thejr  were  informed  on  their  arriv- 
b],  that  they  might  expect  rough  usage,  and  so  it  ha|^ned.  A  gang  of  well- 
dressed  men  came  up  to  the  st^,  wnich  had  been  erected  under  some  trces^ 
as  sooo  an  the  hymn  was^nven  out,  and  sung  one  of  their  obscene  aonga. 
They  then  undertook  to  plunge  both  of  the  preachers.  Mr.  Barrow 
they  phmged  twice,  pressed  him  into  the  mud,  held  him  long  under  the 
water,  and  came  near  drowning  him.  In  the  midst  of  then'  mocking,  they  a«ked 
him  if-he  believed  ?  and  throughout  treated  him  with  the  most  barbarous  inso- 
lence and  outrage.  His  companion  they  plunged  but  once.  The  whole  as^ 
sembly  was  shocked,  the  women  shrieked,  out  no  one  durst  interfere ;  for  aboutf 
twenty  stout  fellows  were  engaged  in  this  horrid  measure,  lliey  itisuhed  and 
abused  the  gentleman  who  mvited  them  to  preach,  and  every  one  who  spoke 
a  word  in  their  favour.  Before  these  pefsecutBdmen-coul^  chainge  their  clcuie9, 
they  were  dragged  from  the  house,  and  driven  off  by  these  outrageous  churcK* 
men.  But  three  or  four  of  them  died  in  a  few  weeks,  in  a  distracted  manner, 
and  one  of  them  wished  hiaosdf  in  hell  before  he  (lad  joined  the  company,  ta» 
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by  many  who  have  not  united  with  them,  but  who  still 
bold  slaves  with  many  scruples  respecting  its  propriety. 
But  there  is  such  a  strong  current  against  the  emancipa* 
tion  of  slaves,  and  custom,  covetousness,  indolence,  and 
imbition,  find  so  many  arguments  in  favour  of  slavery, 
that  there  seems  but  litde  prospect,  that  any  material 
change  will  at  present  be  effected,  in  the  condition  of 
this  numerous  race  of  enslaved  and  degraded  beings.* 
From  the  preceding  accounts,  we  see  that  the  Baptists 
have  become  numerous  in  Kentucky.  The  Lord  has 
truly  done  great  things  for  this  State ;  revivals  have 
followed  each  other  in  quick  succession,  and  many  thou- 
sands have  hopefully  been  born  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,  The  Baptist  churches  in  Kentucky  have,  in  many 
cases,  been  built  up,  and  in  others  greatly  enlarged  by 
emigrants  from  other  parts.  They  have  also  been  great- 
ly diminished,  by  multitudes  removing  to  remoter  re- 
gions. As  religion  is  left  wholly  free  from  civil  control, 
our  brethren  in  this  State  have  met  with  no  difficulties,  ex- 
cept what  have  arisen  from  among  themselves,  and  these, 
we  are  sorry  to  say,  have  been  considerably  numerous. 
The  churches'^  were  made  up  of  people  from  different 
parts ;  their  notions  of  gospel  doctrine  were  essentially 
alike,  but  in  smaller  matters  they  could  not  always 
agree.  The  Kentuckians,  whether  saints  or  sinners,  are 
rather  inclined  to  a  fretful  impatience  and  undue  resent- 

*  In  Mr.  Barrow's  piece  against  slavery,  we  find  the  fdlowing  note :  *'  To 
we  a  man  (a  Christian;  in  the  most  seiiaus  period  of  all  his  life---niaking  his 
lost  will  aud  testament — and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  addsessing  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth — In  the  name  of  God,  Amen — Hearken  to  him— he 
certainly  must  be  in  earnest ! — ^He  is  doong  all  his  concerns  here  below !— He 
will  very  shortly  appear  before  the  Judge,  where  kings  and  slaves  have 
^equal  thrones !— -He  proceeds : 

item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son -^-,  a  nem  man  named——-,  a  ne- 
gro Woman  named ,  with  five  of  her  youngest  children. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  v  a  negro  man  named  ■» 
.  also  a  negro  won)an  named ,  whfa  her  three  children. 

Item.  An  my  other  slaves,  whether  men,  women  or  children,  with  all  my 
stock  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  I  direct  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, and  the  monies  arising  therefrom  (after  paying  my  just  debts)  to  be  equally 
divided  between  my  two  above-named  children ! ! ! 

71ie  above  specimen  is  not  exaggerated ;  the  like  of  it  often  turns  up.  And 
what  can  a  real  lover  of  the  rights  of  man  say  in  vindication  thereof  r 
'  Suppose  for  a  moment,  that  the  testator,  or  if  the  owner,  dies  Intestate, 
fwhich  is  often  the  case)  was  ever  so  humane  a  person,  who  can  vouch  fin* 
then*  heirs  and  successors?  This  consideration,  if  nothing  dse,oug^t  to  make 
all  slave-holders  take  heed  Hiuit  they  do^  **  inr  they  tdust  give  an  account  o€ 
'^eittselves  to^od." 
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ment  of  opposition,  in  matters  of  no  great  moment. 
From  this  spirit  have  produced  painful  disputes  about 
trifling  concerns.  Many  of  the  ministers,  who  settled 
in  this  country  from  other  parts,  had  acquired  consid- 
erable fame  before  their  removal ;  and  it  is  painful  to 
relate,  that  in  some  cases  they  have  discovered  a  censur« 
able  ambition  for  applause  and  pre-eminence.  But  not- 
withstanding these  things,  there  is  in  Kentucky  a  very 
large  body  of  our  brethren,  who  travel  together  in.  har- 
mony and  love,  and  who  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Saviour. 

The  churches  do  but  little  for  their  preachers  j  very 
few  receive  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  dollars  a  year 
for  their  ministerial  services  ;  but  few  of  them  however 
are  very  poor.  They  have  from  necessity'  found  thtf 
means  of  supporting  themselves.  Many  of  those  w;ha 
settled  early  in  the  country  have  become  wealthy* 

Some  Account  of  the  great  Revival  in  Kentucky  and  other 

Parts. 

As  this  peculiar  work  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  in 
Kentucky  than  elsewhere,  it  seems  proper  under  thif 
head  to  give  some  account  of  it. 

From  1799  to  1803,  there  were,  in  most  parts  of  the 
United  States,  remarkable  out-pourings  of  the  Divine 
Spirit,  among  different  denominations  ;  multitudes  be- 
came the  subjects  of  religious  concern,  and  were  made 
to  rqoice  in  the  salvation  of  God.  The  revival  among 
the  Baptists  in  the  southern  and  western  States,  has  a£ 
ready  been  frequently  referred  to,  and  accounts  of  the 
astonishing  additions  to  their  churches  have  been  given. 
This  great  revival  in  Kentucky  began  in  Boone  county 
on  the  Ohio  River,  and  in  its  progress  extended  up  the 
Ohio,  Licking,  and  Kentucky  Rivers,  branching  out  into 
the  settlements  adjoining  them.  It  spread  fast  in  differ- 
ent directions,  and  in  a  short  time  almost  every  part  of 
the  State  was  affected  by  its  influence.  It  was  computed 
that  about  ten  thousand  were  baptized  and  added  to  the 
Baptist  churches  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years. 
This  great  work  progressed  among  the  Baptists  in  a 
much  more  regular  manner  than  people*  abroad  have 
generally  supposed.    They  were  indeed  zealously  affect* 
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ed,  and  much  engaged*  Many  of  their  minbter s  bapu 
tized  in  a  number  of  neighbouring  churches  from  two 
to  four  hundred  each.  And  two  of  them  baptized  about 
five  hundred  a-[Mece  in  the  course  of  the  work*  But 
throughout  the  whole,  they  preserved  a  good  degree  of 
decorum  and  order.  Those  camp»meetings,  those  great 
parades,  and  sacramental  seasons,  those  extraordinary 
exercises  of  falling  down,  rolling,  shouting,  jerking!| 
dancing,  barking,  &c.  were  but  little  known  among  the 
Baptists  in  Kentucky,  nor  encouraged  by  them.  They,* 
it  is  true,  prevailed  among  some  of  them  in  the  Green 
River  country  ;  but  generally  speaking,  they  were 
among  the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists,  and  in  the  end 
by  a  seceding  party  from  them  both,  which  denominated 
themselves  Chrbtians,  but  which  were  generally  distin- 
guished by  their  opposers  by  the  name  of  New-Lights  and 
Schismatics^  These  strange  expressions  of  zeal,  which, 
have  made  so  much  noise  abroad,  came  in  at  the  close 
of  the  revival,  and  were,  in  the  judgment  of  many,  the 
chaff  of  the  work.  There  was  a  precious  ingathering  of 
souls  among  the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists,  at  which 
they  rejoiced ;  but  when  the  work  arose  to  an  enthusi- 
astick  height,  many  different  opinions  were  expressed  re^ 
tpecting  it.  The  Methodists  had  no  scruples  of  its  being 
genuine ;  but  among  the  Presbyterians  sonoe  doubted—? 
some  oppQsed~>but  a  considerable  number  overleaped 
^  the  bounds  of  formality,  fanned  the  flame  as  fire  from 
heaven^  bid  up  ca|np*meetin^,  and  sacramental  seasonsj^ 
tu^d  finally  run  r^igious  frenzy  into  its  wUd^t  slj^pcs^ 
$oon  a  number  of  these  ministers  separated  from  the 
re^t,  formed  a  new  Presbytery,  called  the  Springfield,  up» 
On  New-Light  principles,  soon  dissolved  that,  and  five  or 
six  p^  them  in  a  few  years  became  Shaking  Quakers.*^ 

*  The  Spnngfidd  Presbjrteiy  was  ftirmefl  by^  ftve  ministers,  who  separated 
£rmn  the  iC^ntucky  S^md,  and  rentminced  the  junsdsction  of  the  Piero^  tetioo 
church.  They  made  innovatkna  vipaa  almost  every  part  o(  Pre6bytei*ianism«^ 
but  yet  retained  something  of  its  form.  But  at  leneth  they  resolved  to  renounce 
^ry  thing  belaoging  to  iti, and  ina^piU  Last.  W|i,l  and  T£3Tam£Vt, 
as  n^ows : 

"  **  7%«  Presbytery  qf  S/trtn^eld^  sitting  at  Cane  Ridee,  in  the  county  of 
Bourbon,  being«  through  a  gracious  Pqovideiice.  in  niore  than  ordinary  bodily 
fiealthf  growing  m  streagth.  and  size  daoly ;  and  in  pt^rfec^  soundness  aiid  con>- 
posure  of  mincT;  but  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  aH  delegated  Ixxlies  onck 
^  die,  and  cnsideraig  thai  the  lS6e  of  every  snclx  body  is  veiy  uncertain,  du 
Ha^ke,  and  ordain  thi^  our  l9st  W9l  ax^d  T«i^iBent|  in  mapvtr  and  form  fd" 
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The  great  camp^tneetings  and  sacramental  feasts,  de»> 
scribed  in  a  book,  caHed  ^^  Surprising  Accounts/'  kc\ 
were  promoted  mostly,  by  these  zealous  Presbyterians* 
The  Methodists  were  a  party  concerned,  but  very  few 
JBaptists  attended  them,  except  as  spectators.  At  these 
great  meetings^  astonishing  crowds  assembled  \  they 
encamped  upon  the  groimd,  and  kept  together  three  or 
four  days,  and  sometimes  a  week.  In  the  course  of  the 
meeting  the  Lord's  supper  was  administered,and all  Christ 
tians  ofevery  denomination  were  invited  to  partake  of  it. 
The  Methodists  and  Presbyterians  communed  together^ 
but  the  Baptists  could  not  consistently  unite  with  thttxu 
These  meetings  were  sometimes  bid  up  a  month  before* 

'*  Imfirimu,  VVc  twZf,  that  this  body  die,  be  disscilved,  and  sink  into  union 
with  the  body  of  Christ  at  large ;  for  there  is  but  one  body«  and  one  spint, 
even  a$  we  are  called  in  one  hope  of  our  callinp. 

•*  Item,  We  vfiUy  that  our  name  of  distinction,  with  its  Reverend  title,  be 
fiprgotten  ;  that  there  be  but  one  Lord  ov^ r  God's  heritage,  and  his  name  oneL 

*'  Item.  We  vjill^  ^al  our  power  of  making  laws  for  the  gotv^nmenk  of 
the  churchy  and  executing  them  by  delegated  authority,  fwever  cease  ;  that 
the  people  may  have  free  course  to  the  Bible,  and  adopt  the  law  of  the  %fmM 
^litfe  in  Chrwt  Jea/m. 

*'  Itenu  We  wtf,  that  candidates  for  the  gospel  ministry  henceforth  study 
the  Holy  Scriptures  witH  fervent  prayer^  and  obtain  Koense  lirom  Gcd  tt 
preach  the  simple  gospel,  &c 

**  Item,  We  wU^  uiat  the  church  of  Christ  assume  her  native  right  of  ii^ 
temal  government,  «c. 

**  ^em»  We  wUk  tbftt  each  partieular  chu^,  as  a  body,  actHAted  by  ^ 
same  spirit,  choose  her  own  preacher,  and  support  hii^  by  a  free-will  offer- 
ing. Sec: 

''  I^em.  We  wi?/,  thi^t  the  pfsop^e  hencefim-tli  take  the  BiUe  aa  the  onlv 
sure  giude  to  heaven ;  and  as  many  as  are  offbnded  with  other  books,  whicli 
stand  In  competition  with  it,  may  cast  them  into  the  f^rc  tf  they  ehoofie ;  for  it 
'»  better  to  enter  into  life  haying  on^  boo]|,  tl^an  having;  many  to  be  cast,  into 
hell. 

•*  Item,  We  toW?,  that  prear^cTs  and  people  cultivate  a  sinrilef  mutesi 
iEvbearance ;  pray  more,  and  dispute  less,  occ 

The  three  next  items  regard  the  Synod  of  Kentucky. 

•'  Item,  Finally,  we  tpr A  that  all  brir  nfttrr  boc^en  read  their  Wbte  eare^ 
fuHy, ^at  they  may  see ti^eir  &.tc^  there  detenpiued,  ayid prepai^ior  deiiA 
b^fqre  it  is  too  late. 

ytw 28M, laea      5   ^^''^ 

"Robert  Marshall,    B, W.Stone,  ^ 

JoHW  DwHLAVT,  JoHK  Thomfsoh,     >  WUnet^t,"^ 

HlCEAR^  M'NSAfAR,         DavID  PuRVMNGI,> 

Three,  at  least,  nf  th^gp  witnesses  afterwarrls  joined  the  Shakers,  wjio  hav* 
"inc^  !ieai*d  q|f  tlie  dancing,  and  so  on,  among  the  Kentucky  people,  sent  thrtt 
of  their  apostles  into  the  countiy  from  New-Lebanon,  in  New-Yoric  lliev 
found  matters  just  as  they  weuld  have  them,  aivl  a  great  number  fell  in  wjth 
thei;r  principtes.  Marshall  continued  his  New-Light  career,  became  the  head 
of  a  large  party  who  were  called  MarshaHltes.  Many  of  them  hare  lately 
been  immersed,  but  I  dp  nojt  learn  as  they  have  any  connexifn  wkh.the  R^> 
tists  And  indeed  they  can  he  no  great  acqui^tion  to  the  Baptist  cause,  unkag 
they  are  msch  rafiormed  both  id  principle  and  praotiee. 
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hand  ;  great  preparations  were  made  for  them^  and  all 
went  expecting  to  hear  much  crying  out,  see  much  fall- 
ing down,  &c*  In  these  meetings  there  assembled,  in 
the  opinion  of  spectators,  from  lOur  to  ten  or  twelve 
thousauid,  and  at  one  of  them  eight  hundred  fell  down 
under  religious  impressions^  and  five  hundred  communi- 
cated. The  falling  down  exercise  needs  no  description, 
as  it  is  presumed  every  reader  will  understand  what  is 
meant  by  it.  There  was  also  in  these  meetings,  what  was 
called  the  ro/Z/n;  exercise^  which  consisted  in  a  person's 
being  cast  down  in  a  violent  manner,  turned  over  swiftly 
like  a  log,  &c.  These  rolling  disciples  often  met  with  mud 
in  their  way,  and  got  up  from  their  devotions  in  a  sorrow- 
ful plight.  Dancing  was  a  very  common  practice ;  many 
pleaded  they  could  not  help  it,  and  others  justified  them- 
selves from  David's  dancing  before  the  ark,  and  other 
passages  of  scripture.  The  most  singular  exercise  of  all 
was  uit  jerks.  *' Nothing  in  nature  could  better  repre^ 
Bent  this  strange  and  unaccountable  operation,  than  for 
one  to  goad  another,  alternately  on  every  side,  with  a 
piece  of  red-hot  iron.  The.exerdse  commonly  beean  in 
the  head,  which  would  fly  backward  and  forward,  and 
from  side  to  side,  with  a  quick  jolt,  which  the  person 
would  naturally  labour  to  suppress,  but  in  vain ;  and  the 
more  any  one  laboured  to  stay  himself,  and  be  sober, 
the  more  he  staggered,  and  the  more  rapidly  his  twitches 
increased.  He  must  necessarily  go  as  he  was  stimulate49 
whether  with  a  violent  dash  on  the  ground,  and  bounce 
from  place  to  place  like  a  foot-ball ;  or  hop  round,  with 
head,  limbs,  and  trunk,  twitching  and  jolting  in  every 
direction,  as  if  they  must  inevitably  fly  asunder.  And 
how  such  could  escape  without  injury,  was  no  small 
wonder  to  spectators.  By  this  strange  operation,  the 
human  frame  was  commonly  so  transformed  and  disfig* 
ured,  as  t6  lose  every  trace  of  its  natural  appearance. 
Sometimes  the  head  would  be  twitched  right  and  left, 
to  a  half  round,  with  such  velocity  that  not  a  feature 
could  be  discovered,  but  the  face  appear  as  much  behind 
as  before  ;  and  in  the  quick  progressive  jerk,  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  person  was  transmuted  into  some  other 
species  of  creature.  Head  dresses  were  of  but  little 
account  among  the  female  jerkers.    Even  handkerchief!) 
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bound  tight  round  the  head,  would  be  flirted  off  almost 
with  the  first  twitch,  and  the  hair  put  into  the  utmost 
confusion,"  &c.* 

There  was  something  altogether  unaccountable  in 
this  jerking  exercise.  At  first  it  was  experienced  only 
by  those  under  relijrious  concern ;  but  in  the  end  it  be- 
came  a  nervous  affection,  which  was  sympathetically 
communicated  from  one  to  another.  A  Presbyterian 
minister  heard  that  a  congregation  of  his  brethren,' 
which  he  highly  esteemed,  had  got  to  jerking.  He  went 
to  persuade  them  out  of  the  frantick  exercise,  but  in  con- 
versing with  them  he  got  the  jerks  himself.  On  his  re- 
turn home,  his  people  assembled  to  hear  the  result  of  his 
visit*  While  he  was  describing  how  people  appeared  with 
the  jerks,  he  was  suddenly  taken  with  them,  and  the 
whole  assembly  soon  caught  the  distemper* 
.  Wicked  men  were  oiten  taken  with  these  strange 
exerdses,  and  many  would  curse  thejerksy  while  they  were 
under  their  singular  operation.  Some  were  taken  at  the 
tavern  with  a  glass  of  liquor  in  their  hands,  which  they 
would  suddenly  toss  qver  their  heads,  or  to  a  distant 
part  of  the  room.  Others  were  taken  with  them  at  the 
card-table,  and  at  other  places  of  dissipation,  and  would, 
by  a  violent  and  unafltected  jerk,  throw  a  handful  of 
cards  all  over  the  room. 

These  accounts  were  taken  from  people  of  unquestion- 
able veracity,  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  their 
correctness.  These  jerking  exercises  were  rather  a  curse 
than  a  blessing.  None  were  benefited  by  them.  They 
left  sinners  without  reformation,  and  Christians  without 
advantage.  Some  had  periodical  fits  of  them  seven  or 
eight  years  after  they  were  first  taken ;  and  I  know  not  as 
they  have  got  over  jerldng  yet. 

There  was  among  these  enthusiastick  people  one  more 
exercise  of  a  most  degrading  nature,  called  the  barks^ 
which  frequently  accompaniea  the  jerks.  Many  persons 
of  considerable  distinction,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
pature,  as  it  was  said,  were  *'  forced  to  personate  that 
animal,  whose  name,  appropriated  to  a  human  creature, 
is  counted  the  most  vulgar  stigma.  These  people  would 
lake  the  position  of  a  (anine  beast,  move  about  on  alU 
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fours,  growl,  snap  the  teeth,  and  bark  in  so  personating 
a  manner,  as  to  set  tl>e  eyes  and  ears  of  the  spectator  at 
variance.**  Some  might  be  forced  to  these  degrading 
exercises,  but  it  is  certain  that  many  turned  dogs  in  a 
voluntary  manner.  A  minister  in  the  lower  parts  of  Ken- 
tucky informed  me,  that  it  was  common  to  hear  people 
barking  like  a  flock  of  spaniels  on  their  way  to  meeting* 
There  they  would  start  up  suddenly  in  a  fit  of  barking, 
rush  out,  roam  around,  and  in  a  short  time  come  bark- 
ing and  foaming  back.  But  enough  has  been  said  of 
these  frantick  scenes.  The  above  accounts  are  not  fabu- 
lous tales,  but  they  are  real  and  melancholy  facts.  In 
the  upper  counties  in  Kentucky,  where  the  revival  waa 
the  greatest  among  the  Baptists,  they  were  not  at  all  af- 
fected with  these  delirious  exercises.  In  the  Green  River 
country  and  in  East-Tennessee,  they  prevailed  considera- 
bly amongst  them.  With  the  Methodists  they  prevail- 
ed generally.  The  Presbyterians  were  divided  respect- 
ing them  ;  some  opposed,  while  others  encouraged  them. 
Some  of  these  exercises  seemed  really  forced  upon  the 
subjects  of  them  by  some  invisible  power,  whether  good 
or  bad  the  reader  must  judge  for  himself ;  but  dancing, 
barking,  rolling,  shouting,  and  so  on,  were  undoubtedly, 
for  the  most  part,  works  of  choice  and  imitation,  which 
were  hypocritically  played  off  by  a  set  of  deluded,  mis- 
taken people.  Where  these  fantastick  exercises  were  op- 
posed, they  were  the  least  prevalent.  Those  ministers 
who  encouraged  them,  had  enough  of  them  to  attend  to. 

In  West-Tennessee  the  Baptists  were  not  troubled  with 
these  works  of  delusion,  but  they  prevailed  here  among 
the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists  ;  and  some,  who  came 
from  other  parts,  attempted  to  introduce  them  in  the 
Baptist  meetings.  A  Baptbt  minister  by  the  name  of 
Mr.  Connico,  was  pnce  preaching  where  one  of  the  jerkers* 
began  his  morions.  The  preacher  made  a  pause,  and  with 
a  loud  and  solemn  tone,  said,  "  In  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  I  command  all  unclean  spirits  to  leave  this  place.'* 
The  jerkcr  immediately  became  still,  and  the  report  was 
spread  abroad,  that  Mr.  Connico  cast  out  devils. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  there  was  in  Kentucky  in 
1799,  and  for  two  or  three  succeeding  years,  a  precious 
work  of  grace.    Towards  the  close  of  it,  a  set  of  men 
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nrose^wlie  attempted  to  carry  the  work  farther  than  the 
Lord  htd  done ;  and  among  them  were  exhibited  thosfe 
astonishing  scenes  of  fartaticism  we  hare  d^scrib^d.  Some 
t)f  the  prcxnoterd  of  these  scenes  became  convinced  of 
their  delu&ion,  and  returned  to  a  tober  course  of  piety  ; 
but  many  went  cS  into  errors  of  different  kinds^  and 
'  fiot  a  few  of  them  became  Shakitig  Quakers.  Richkrd 
M^Nemar,  formerly  a  Presbyteriail  minister  of  great 
celelwrity^  was  one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  these  esy 
traordinary  exercises;  he  was  also  one  of  the  first  who 
embraced  the  principles  of  th&  Shakeis^  After  he  had 
Joined  the  dancing  fraternity,  he  reprdached  his  breth- 
ren for  stopp&ng  short  of  perfection.  These  ^xercisi^s^ 
he  said,  led  on  to  Shakerism  ^  amd  most  people^  ti^ho 
*liad  seen  them,  were  of  his  mind. 


CHAP.    IV!* 

OH40   ANt)   THE   WESTBRK   T^RftttORTfiS. 

Ohio  has  been  pronounced  the  most  delightful  of  any 
of  the  Western  States.  Its  fame  has  travelled  far^and 
adventurers  from  New-£nglaad,  froni  Georgia,  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  all  the  other  States,  and  indeed  from  many 
parts  of  Europe,  have  populated  its  fertile  plains  wit n 
an  astonishing  and  almost  incredible  rapidity.  In  1790, 
the  number  of  white  inhabitants^  French  and  English, 
was  estimated  at  S(,50d,  but  by  the  census  of  1810,  they 
had  increased  to  230,760.  The  holding  of  slaves  has 
never  been  permitted  in  Ohio,  and  many  of  the  Eman- 
cipators from  the  neighbouring  States,  w^ere  they 
abound,  have  had  this  circupistance  particularly  in  view, 
in  fixing  on  this  State  as  a  place  of  settlement.  ,  iiiQ 
Legislature  has  guarded  against  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
ind  even  the  residence  of  black  people  in  this  retreat  of 
freedom,  by  a  strong  and  rigorous  probibitk>n.  And 
many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  baptist  churches 
here,  have  taken  a  determined  stand  against  every  artl- 
de  of  that  policy,  which  subjects  to  degrading  and  per- 
petual servitude  so  many  of  the  unhappjr  sons  of  Africa*. 
This  favourite  maxim  the  Ohio  britfiren  have  oftei 
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Eushed  to  an  enthusiastic  extreme,*  and  in  many  instanceji 
ave  doubtless  been  too  uncharitable  towards  their  brcth- 
ren  who  have  been  surrounded  by  slaves  from  their  in* 
fancy,  who  have  been  nurtured  by  the  sweat  of  their 
wretched  brows,  and  who  have  inherited  them  from 
their  fathers,  as  a  principal  part  of  their  fortune. 

Though  some  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  State  were 
Baptists,  yet  they  have  not,  as  in  Kentucky,  been  the 
prevailing  sect.  The  Methcniists  have  been  and  proba^ 
bly  are  at  present,  the  most  numerous  of  any  one  de- 
nomination in  Ohio*  The  late  Governor  Tiffin  was  a 
Methodist  preacher,  before  his  elevation  to  that  digni&d 
office*  But  the  Baptist  cause  has  prevailed  considerably, 
and  is  now  increasing  with  great  rapidity  throughout 
the  State ;  churches  are  formed  in  almost  every  part  of 
it,  and  many  individuals  and  little  bodies  are  settled 
where  churches  have  not  yet  been  established.  In  1809^ 
there  were  in  this  State  about  sixty  churches-,  in  which 
were  about  twenty-five  hundred  members.  Sinc^  then, 
^he  number  has  probably  greatly  incre^cd. 

MIAMI   ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  was  formed  in  1797  pf  only  four 
fhurches,  in  which  there  were  not  probably  more  than 
a  hundred  members.  It  is  situated  beween  the  Miami 
Rivers,  in  the  south-west  comer  of  the  State.  The 
church  formerly  called  Columbia,  now  Duck  Creek, 
is  not  only  the  oldest  in  this  Association  but  in  the  State.' 
It  was  raised  up  in  the  following  manner.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  1 78d,  a  number  of  families  w^nt  down  the  Ohio 
River,  and  commenced  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Little  Miami  River  on  CoL  Symmes's  Purchase,  where 
the  town  of  Columbia  now  stands.  Tliis  was  about  six 
miles  from  Fort  Washington,  now  Cincinnati.  In  this 
company  were  Mr.  Isaac  Ferris  from  Connecticut,  the 

*  The  Miatlli  Association  will  not  correspond  witli  any  of  the  nefefabourin^ 
Aasociations  in  KenUickyj  on  account  of  slavery^  nor  with  the  Red-Stone  A.v 
aodation  m  Penn^lvania;  becAose  a  feW  of  the  charches  of  this  bodv  nre  in 
Vhrnnia,  and  hcAd  8lave&  And  a  church  hot  long  tince  witlidretr  fram  the  Mia- 
Hti  Assoctation,  becaose  she  corresponded  with  tbePluladelphia  Association,  am} 
fhis  Association  coipreaxsnded  with  that  of  Charleston,  Scuth-Camlina^  where 
^  abomination  was  discovered.  This  f&r-fetched  argument  was  in  tbeiri  csd^- 
^l^tk- -uffictot  to  justify  thdr  withdrawBcnt 
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late  Jttdge  Goforth  from  New-Tork,  Gen.  John  Gand 
from  the  same  city,  and  Messrs.  Benjamin  and  Elijah 
Stites  originally  from  New-Jersey.  Some  others  were 
in  the  company,  ni^hose  names  I  have  not  learnt.  This 
settlement  was  mftde  in  perilous  times.  The  Indiana 
made  every  exertion  to  cut  them  off  and  prevent  their 
settlement:  they  tried  by  many  stratagems  to  dMoy 
them  ashore  on  their  passage  down  the  river ;  and  after 
they  had  settled,  they  were  continually  lurking  to  destroy 
them.  They  were  obliged,  for  a  number  of  years,  to 
live  mostly  in  forts  and  block-houses ;  but  nottsrithstand« 
ing  all  their  precautions,  a  number  of  the  first  settlers 
fell  victims  to  the  rage  of  their  savage  neighbours.  A 
number  of  the  company  above  mentioned  were  Baptist 
professors^  but  having  no  preacher  among  them,  they 
let  up  a  meeting  among  themselves,  which  they  conducted 
by  turns.  In  1790,  Stephen  Gano,  of  Providence,  Rhdde4 
Island,  took  a  journey  into  the  Western  country  to  visit 
his  father  and  family  relations  )  he  also  visited  this  seN 
dement,  baptized  three  persons,  and  formed  the  little 
company  into  a  churchy  which  was  the  first,  of  any  de^ 
nomination,  raised  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  in  that  exn 
tensive  country,  then  called  the  North- Western  Territ04i 
ry.  This  church  soon  received  considerable  accessions 
from  emigrants  to  the  Miami  country^  and  as  the  fears 
of  the  Indians  subsided,  they  extended  their  settlements 
farther  out,  and  the  Columbia  church  became  the  moth- 
er of  most  of  the  first  churches^  which  arose  in  this  v^ 
gion.  Its  seat  is  now  removed  from  Coluitibia  to  a  place 
called  Duck  Creek.  Daniel  Clark  and  John  Smith  were 
the  first  ministers  who  settled  in  this  quarter.  Mr.  Clark 
is  now  the  aged  and  respected  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Turtle  Creek,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lebanon.  Mr. 
Smith  became  pastor  of  the  church  at  Columbia,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  was  well  esteemed  and  apparently  use- 
ful. But  riches  and  honours  spoiled  him  for  a  preacher, 
and  he  relinquished  the  employment.  He  has  ^so  aban- 
doned his  religious  profession,  and  remains  a  melancho- 
ly example  either  of  successful  hypocrisy  or  of  woful 
apostacy.  He  was  suspected  of  being  concerned  in  the 
iu-fated  expedition  of  Col.  Aaron  Burr,  although  noth« 
ing  was  proved  against  hint*    At  that  time  he  was  a 
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Banatov  in  GcmgiPMS,  where  he  wa»  impeached  aod  wo^ 
iiuirted.  He  had  become  very  remiss  in  the  duties  id 
his  ftadon  before  he  arose  to  the  senatorial  rink;^  bet 
lUS)  with  the  Borr  afl&ir,  seems  to  have  completed  his 
cbwnfal.  He  had  acquired  a  hrge  es^te,  but  Provi- 
dence fixiwi^d  vpon  him,  and  he  lost  it  fay  variow 
gleans  9  and  he  has  now  farecome  a  poor,  apostate, 
wretched  maa,  and  lives  so^iewhere  among  the  Span* 
iartis  in  W^-Florida.  The  church  is  sow  supplied  by 
Mn  William  Jones,  a  uative  of  Wales^  buc  who  remove 
ed  hither  fran  the  back  part  of  the  State  of  New-York* 

Of  the  other  churches  in  this*  connexion,  I  have  r^o/t 
gained  sufficsent  information,  to  say  much  respecting 
ibmi.  They  were  formed  m  a  gradual  way,  mostly  of 
baptist  members,  who  emigrated  from  other  par^ 

Nothing  very  remarkable  has  occurred  in  the  prc^esn 
of  the  Miami  Association  ;  its  circumstances  have  gene* 
tally  been  prosperoue^  and  in  the  time  of  the  great  re<« 
vival,  it  experienced  considerable  enlargement.  The 
church  at  Cbtumbia  received  the  addition  of  nine^ 
members  m  one  year.  This  Association  has  correspond- 
ed with  the  Philadelphia  since  >80a  Attempts  have^ 
so  been  made  to  open  a  correspondence  with  some  of 
the  Aesodations  in  Kentucky,  a  number  of  which  are 
sufficiently  near }  but  the  prevailing  prejudices  on  the 
part  of  the  Ohio  brethren  have  hitherto  prevented  that 
profitable  mtcrcourse,  which  is  usually  maintained  by 
neighbouring  A&sociatiotis^ 

A  division  of  this  Association  took  place  by  agreentenK 
in  1809,  and  a  new  Association  was  formed  from  it  by 
the  name  of  White  Water,  the  history  of  which  wiU  be 
^ven  in  frhe  account  of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

SCIOTO   AaSOCIATIOK. 

Xhw  Association  is  in  a  central  part  of  the  State,  and 
was  fonned  in  1 805.  I.t  contained  at  the  time  of  its 
constitutiQi)  Quly  four  churches,  but  it  has  since  consid- 
erably increased.  It  is  situated  on  both  sides  of  the 
beautiful  $cioto  River,  from  which  the  Association  takes 
ks  name,  and  a  number  pf  the  churches  are  in  the  neigh^ 
bourhood  pf  Chijicothe.  The  church  at  Ames  was  con- 
stituted  in  1800 ;  it  is  composed  of  people  mostly  front 
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New-England,  and  was  the  firet  church  which  was  gatb* 
ered  within  the  bounds  of  the  Association.  The  Ger* 
man  or  High  Dutch  church  at  Pleasant  Run,  in  the  coun* 
ty  of  Fairfield,  and  near  the  town  of  Nim'-Lancasler,  is 
the  most  distinguished  on  soBsre  accounts  of  any  one  in 
this  Association,  and  is  remarkaUe  for  having  emigrated 
from  Virginia,  to  its  present  situation,  in  a  church  capac-* 
ity.  In  1801,  six  faoiDies,  among  whom  were  fifteenr 
church  members,  removed  irom  Virginia,  and  \n  th^ 
wilderness  of  Ohio  began  the  settlement,  which  is  now 
pleasant  aud  ftourishing.  A  number  of  others  have  since^ 
folloMred  *y  some  English  people  haxre  also  united  with 
them ;  so  that  their  church  in  1 809  contained  upwards 
of  seventy  members.  The  German  brethren,  who  toc^ 
the  lead  in  forming  this  church,  came  priucipaUy  from[ 
Rockingham  county,  and  the  church,  which  they  trans* 

rrted  to  Ohio,  was  constituted  in  IHrginia  about  1 790. 
came  out  from  what  was  called  the  White-House 
church  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah.  The  members  of 
this  church,  in  Kentucky,  would  be  called  rigid  Eman*" 
cipators ;  they  were  constituted  on  their  present  priuci*^ 
pies  in  Virginia,  and  carried  their  opposition  to  slavery 
so  far  as  to  resolve,  that  they  would  hold  no  slaves  them^ 
selves^  nor  have  any  communion  or  visible  fellowship* 
with  their  brethren  who  did.  On  account  of  these  prin- 
ciples, they  were  subjected  to  many  inconveniences  in 
their  native  State,  which  led  them  to  seek  an  asylum  in 
the  wilderness,  where  they  might  enjoy  unembarrassed 
and  unreproached  the  free  exercise  of  principles  which 
they  held  most  dear.  They  settled  on  a  very  fertile 
tract  of  land,  and' are  an  industrious  and  happy  commu* 
Bity.  The  churchi  is  supplied  by  three  preachers,  whose 
Barnes  are  Lewis  Sites,  Samuel  Comer,  aad  Mactin  Cof. 
'  man,  who;  pteach  both  la  Geemaa  and  Engltbh.  When 
the  congregatioo  is  mostly  made  up  of  German  peof^ 
they  preach,  bd  the  Gernsan  language,  and  in  the  EngUhli 
when  k  is  otherwise  ;  and  besides  supplying  their  own 
church,  these  respectable  pceachers  travel  and  labour 
BMicb  in  the  amrrounding-sel^tlement^,  and  with  the  young 
and  deilttute  churches*  Thki  account  of  the  German, 
ohurch.  was  made,  ovx  \iihen  1  visited  it  la  J;809.  What 
i^fhttataonai  haore  takeoipbce  ta  ik  since*.  L  have  apt  heaedk 
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BEAVER  ASSOCIATION. 

In  1 808,  the  churches  of  Providence,  Hopewell,  Ch^^ 
nango,  New-Lisbon,  Warren,  and  Little  Beaver,  most  oi 
which  were  of  recent  origin,  were  dismissed  from  the 
Red-Stone  Association,  and  were  shortly  afterwards. 
formed  into  the  one  we  now  have  in  view,  which  receive 
cd  its  name  from  a  creek,  which  empties  into  the  Ohia 
River  from  the  north,  about  thirty  miles  below  Pittsburg* 
The  churches  in  this  Association  are  partly  in  Ohio  and 
partly  in  Pennsylvania.  Some  of  them  were  raised  up 
by  David  Phillips,  Henry  Frazer,  and  some  other  minis- 
ters  belonging  to  the  Redstone  Association ;  but  the  moslz 
extensive  and  successful  labourer  in  this  part  of  the 
vineyard,  is  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Jones,  a  native  of  Wales, 
who  settled  here  a  few  years  since.  Mr.  Jones  has  been 
employed  as  a  Missionary  a  part  of  the  time  by  the 
Philadelphia  Missionary  Board  ;  and  by  a  divine  blessing 
on  his  labours,  many  have  been  turned  to  the  Lord,  and 
a  number  of  flourishing  churches  established. 

This  account  of  the  Beaver  Association  I  received 
from  Mr.  David  Phillips,  near  Pittsburg,  in  1 809.  1  have 
written  a  number  of  letters  for  further  information,  but 
none  has  been  communicated. 

Besides  the  churches  in  these  Associations,  there  are^ 
many  others  in  this  State,  which,  on  account  of  their 
scattered  and  remote  situations,  do  not  belong  to  any 
associate  connexion. 

AN    ACCOUNT   OF   THE    BAPTISTS   IN  THE   TERRITORIALk 

GOVERNMENTS. 

Besides  the  three  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Ten^ 
nessee,  there  were,  before  the  State  of  Orleans  was  form-* 
ed,  beyond  the  Alleghany  mountains,  six  territorial  gov-* 
ernments.  Three  of  these,  viz.  the  Indiana,  the  Dlincnsy 
and  Michigan,  together  with  the  State  of  Ohio,  are  sub« 
divisions  of  that  extensive  tract  of  country,  foroieriy 
called  the  North -Western  Territory. 

The  Missisippi  Territory,  which  was  formerly  indu* 
ded  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  lies  between  that  State  and 
the  river  from  which  it  received  its  name.  The  Loui* 
Mma  and  Orleans  Territories^  the  last  of  which  has  lately 
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been  admitted  the  eighteentli  State  in  the  Union,  com- 
f>rehend  that  extensive  tract  kpown  by  the  name  of  the 
Louisiana  Country,  which  was  lately  purchased  by  the 
United  States,  of  France,  about  which  politicians,  many  of 
whom  knew  not  whether  it  was  on  the  Western  or  Eastern 
Continent,  have  had  so  much  talk  and  disputation. 

All  these  territories  are  rapidly  settling  by  emigrants 
from  almost  every  part  of  the  United  States  ;  in  most 
pi  them  Baptist  churches  have  been  established,  and 
throughout  all  of  them  Baptist  families  are  more  or  lesy 
scattered ;  but  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  gain  sufficient 
information  of  these  remote  and  wide-spread  regions,  to 
be  able  to  give  much  account  of  our  brethren  in  them  : 
the  following  statements,  however,  I  believe  may  be  de- 
pended  upop  as  correct. 

Th^  Indiana  Territory  lies  west  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
|rom  which  it  is  separated  by  a  line  running  north  s^nd 
south.  Tt  is  bounded  south  by  the  Ohio  River,  north 
by  the  Michigan  Lake  and  Territory. 

In  this  Territory  there  are  three  Associations,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  churches  which  are  not  associ- 
ated. 

WHITE  WATER  ASSOCIATION. 

This  Assodation  was  formed  by  a  division  of  the 
Miami,  in  1 809.  It  commenced  with  nine  churches,  and 
has  now  increased  to  eleven.  It  is  a  small  body,  but 
is  well  supplied  with  preachers,  who  are  well  spoken  of 
as  men  of  ability  and  usefulness.  A  few  of  the  churches 
in  this  connexion  are  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  but  most  of 
them  are  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

WABASH  ASSOCIATION* 

This  w^s  also  formed  in  1 809,  of  five  churches,  ip  all 
yrhich  there  were  but  a  little  more  than  eighty  members ; 
|)Ut  in  about  two  years  many  new  churches  were  added 
to  it,  and  its  number  of  members  amounted  to  over 
eight  hundred.  But  q^y  of  them  have  probably  been 
scattered  by  the  troubles  of  the  present  Indian  War. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  Association  it  contained  only 
wo  ministers,  whose  names  were  Alexander  Deven  and 
saac  M*Coy.  Ite  churches  are  on  the  Wabash  River,^  an4 
spme  of  them  near  the  town  pf  Vincennes. 


I 
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This  Assodation  was  formed  iti  1 8 1 1 ,  of  irine  sniaH 
churches,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Long  Run 
Assochtion  in  Kentucky.  It  is  situated  near  the  Mis  of 
the  Ohio. 

The  nHnols  Territory  Was  formed  but  a  few  years 
iiinc6,  by  a  division  of  the  Indiana,  and  lies  between  that 
and  the  Missisippi  Rivef.  About  1807  or  1808,  an 
Association,  the  name  of  which  1  have  not  learnt,  wa* 
formed  of  churches,  which  Were  situated  on  the  Missisip- 
pi, some  in  this  Territory,  and  a  few  over  in  the  Louisi- 
ana country.  In  1 809,  ir  had  increased  to  ten  churches, 
eight  or  ten  ministers,  and  about  two  hundred  members. 
pn  what  part  of  the  Missisippi  River  these  churches 
were  situated,  I  have  not  been  informed ;  but  they  must 
have  been  somewhere  between  the  mouths  of  the  Ohio 
and  Missouri.  This  Association  travelled  in  union  but 
a  short  time,  "*  Disputes  about  slavery  were  introduced 
in  it,  and  effected  its  division  in  1 809.  Three  churches 
maintained  the  holding  of  sIsn^^s,  and  the  rest  opposed 
it.  Disputes  rose  so  nigh,  that  they  could  no  longet 
travel  in  fellowship ;  they,  however,  agreed  to  part  in 
peace,  and  accordingly  the  Assodation  was  dissolved. 
What  has  been  the  progress  of  the  Baptist  cause  'va  thit 
region  since  that  period,  I  have  Bot  learned. 

There  are  many  Baptists  scattered  throughoot  the 
Louisiana  country,  but  I  conclude  there  aore  iMit  many 
churches. 

In  Kentucky,  I  saw  a  Baptist  family,  which  was  about 
moving  a  considerable  distance  up  the  Missouri,  where, 
they  were  informed,  were  many  of  their  brethren,  and 
it  is  probable  a  church  or  churches  have  been  established 
there  before  this  time.  But  these  people  must  all  be  in 
ah  uncomfortable  situation,  on  account  of  the  barbarous 
depredations  of  the  Indians. 

MIS8I9IPPI  ASSOCtATIOK* 

This  Association,  I  conclude,  was  formed  about  1807. 
It  now  contains  about  twelve  churches,  many  of  which 
are  situated  at  no  great  distance  from  the  Natchez,  and 
some  of  the  members  of  one  of  the  churches  reside  ia 
ehat  town. 


Esckntiifibe  fiaptisi  CommuntM^ 

llie  Baptists  by  whom  tliese  churches  were  planted, 
emigrated  mostly  from  Georgia  and  South^Caralina. 

There  are  a  very  few  Baptists  in  the  city  of  New-Or- 
leans. Mr.  EdoAund  J.  Reis,  from  Nova-Scotia,  lately 
spent  about  six  months  in  preaching  there.  Most  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  city  speak  the  French  laqguage,  in 
which  Mn  Reis  was  brought  up,  as  he  was  bojn  in  Paris, 
and  lived  there  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  His 
preaching  here  was  well  attended  ;  and  since  he  left  the 
city,  we  are  informed  that  a  religious  stir  of  considerable 
extent  has  taken  place. 

Thus  we  have  endeavoured  to  describe  the  progress 
and  drcumstances  of  the  Baptists  throughout  the  great 
American  Continent.  We  see  that  their  progress  has 
been  great,  and  that  they  have  extended  their  commu- 
nion over  a  vast  extent  of  country  from  Nova-Scotia  to 
New-Orleans.  A^  number  of  miscellanepus  articles  re- 
main yet  to  be  given  ;  but  before  we  proceed  to  them, 
we  shall  insert  a  number  of  biographicsd  sketches,  which 
will  be  arranged  in  alphabetical  order. 
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CHAP.  XVH. 

fiograpbical  AccotMs  tfa  Numb^  9/  CbanMers^  tvbos^Hii* 
M-y  (Hdd  not'  be  wHh  comfenieHce  inserted  ehnebere* 

JP9}<  AspjLUNP."<-*-^rThis  lingular  man  is,  on  ^ccqiia^ 
pf  bis  extensive  trave)8,  very;geaer<^Iy  koowii  throughaut 
tl)e  United  States.  Accor(&|ig  to  infoimation  reqeived 
ijmx,  Mf .  John  Leland^  he  \if  ^  bqn)  in  the  interioMr  of 
Sweden.  He  was  bred  to  the  mercantile  busrinesp,  went 
t^  iln|;|and  s^bout  the  beginnillg  oif  the  Ai^erican  vrar, 
^here  he  a^ted  spm^  time  as  plerH  in  ^  stQre.  He  wa^ 
either  press^  or  eqt^red  vpIuntArily  into  the  British  n^val 
so'vicc;,  wl^ich  be  deserted  on  the,  An^riqin  coa^t,  KAd 
Qiade  hi»  way  intq  North- Carotphai  Ther^,  s^^t  17S2» 
be  embraced  leligion,  and  was  baptiz^  by  Pavid  Walsh. 
Soon  aft^r^  be  joined  th^  Soiith-Hampton  church  in  Virgin* 
ia^  then  unfk^  ihf  care  of  David.  Barrow«  AibQitt  17  &5, 
he  went  back  to  his  native  cpuntry,  visited  England^  Dm^ 
mark,  Finland,  Lapland,  Germany,  and  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia. Not  long  after  his  return,  he  began  to  make  prep- 
arations for  his  Register  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  Ameri* 
ca,  which  he  published  in  a  small  quarto  pamphlet  in  1791  • 
This  work  cost  him  about  seven  thousand  miles  travel, 
chiefly  on  foot,  which  mode  of  travelling  he  seems  to  have 
preferred.  After  this,  Mr.  Asplund  travelled  ten  thou- 
sand miles  more,  and  published  a  second  Register  in  1794. 
By  this  time  he  had  become  personally  acquainted  with 
seven  hundred  ministers  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  Mr. 
Asplund  was  a  preacher  of  no  great  gifts,  but  was  gene- 
rally respected  for  a  number  of  years.  But  at  length  he 
got  entangled  with  land  speculation,  for  which  he  was  al- 
together unqualified.  Some  other  things  of  an  unfavour- 
able nature  exposed  him  to  the  censures  of  his  brethren. 
The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  Maryland,  and  there  he  was  drowned  from  a  canoe,  in 
Fishing  Creek,  in  1 807.  He  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
The  Baptist  churches  in  Aqaerica  have  reason  to  respect 
the  memory  of  this  diligent  inquirer  into  their  number, 
origin,  character,  &c.  His  Register  has  been  of  peculiar 
service  ia  the  preparation  of  this  work. 


Isaac  Backus,  a.m.-— It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  ftat 
he  who  took  such  unwearied  pauns  to  record  the  Hves  of 
others,  has  found  no  one  among  all  his  friends  to  write 
has  ewn.  Mr.  Backus  was  cffie  of  the  most  useful  minis- 
ters, thic  has  ever  aqppeared  among  the  American  Baptists. 
For  about  fifty  years  he  was  a  laborious  servant  of  their 
chm^ches,  and  a  considerable  part  of  about  thirty  of  the 
last  of  them,  was  devoted  to  historical  pursuits.  This 
excellent  man  still  lives  in  the  memory  of  thousands  of 
his  brethren ;  but  scarcely  any  biographical  sketches  of 
his  Hfe  are  preserved,  except  what  are  found  in  his  own 
writings.  The  author  of  this  work  never  saw  him  but 
cnce,of  course  he  knows  but  little  about  him,  except  front 
report.  He  has  solicited  thdse^  who  Were  well  acquainted 
with  this  renowned  father  for  many  years,  to  draw  a  charac- 
teristick  portrait,  which  should  set  in  a  proper  Kght  his  dis- 
tinguished merit.  But  as  no  one  has  been  found  to  pay 
this  tribute  of  respect,  all  that  can  be  iloW  done  is  to  col- 
lect a  few  incidents  of  his  fife  from  his  publick  writings 
and  his  voluminous  journals  and  diaries. 

Mr.  Backus  was  born  at  Norwich,  Coniiecticut,  Jan.  9, 
1 7€4^  His  parents  were  pious  and  respectable  members 
of  the  Pedot^ptist  church  in  that  town,  by  whoih  be  Was 
brought  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 
His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  ^Inslows, 
who  came  over  to  Plymouth  in  1620;  his  father 
sprung  from  one  of  the  first  Planters  in  Korwicti.  tn 
the  New-Light  Stiry  in  Whitefield*«  time,  some  of  Mr. 
Backus's  connexions  united  with  the  Separates,  for 
which  they  were  harassed  and  persecuted  by  the  ruling 

Earty.  His  mother,  when  a  widow,  and  some  more  of 
is  relarives,  were  cast  into  prison  for  adopting  religious 
principles  contrary  to  law.'  It  was  in  the  midst  of  thfe 
New-Light  Stir^  that  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  in  the  18th  year 
of  his  age.  He  united  with  a  Pedobaptist  church  in  his 
native  town,  and  began  in  the  ministry  in  1746.  About 
two  years  after,  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  a  church  in 
Middleborough  of  the  same  persuasion.  In  this  tow^n, 
he  spent  sixty  years  of  his  useful  fife.  Fn  1749,  he  was 
married  to  Susanna  Mason  of  Rehoboth,  Mrith  wliotn  he 
lived  in  the  greatest  harmony  abotit  fifty-one  years. 


t68  Bi^rapby  rf  haac  Backus. 

file,  according  to  tiis  own  words,  ^<  was  tiie  grrateit 
earthly  blesBiag  whidi  God  ever  gave  him/'    As  yet  Mr« 
Backus  was  a  Pedobaptist  of  Uke  Separate  order,  and 
the  church,  of  which  he  was  pastor,  was  of  the  sane 
character.    They  e:icperienced  blessings  from  the  Lord, 
but  persecudons  from  men.    The  publicans  of  the  par^^ 
ish  soon  began  to  distress  them  for  the  support  ci  their 
worship.     Mr.  Backus,  among  the  rest,  was  taxed, 
seized,  and  imprisoned  a  short  time,  and  then  releas- 
ed without  paying  the  tax,  or  coming  to  any  com** 
promise.    Disputes  respecting  bapdsm  were  agitated  in 
this  church  about  this  time,  which  were  continued  a 
number  of  years,  and  some  of  the  members  were  con* 
strained  from  time  to  time  to  go  into  the  water,    in 
1751,  Mr.  B.  was  himself  baptized,  with  six  of  his 
members,  by  Elder  Pierce,  of  Warwick,  RhodeJsland. 
^'rom  this  period  until  1756,  this  church  practised  open 
cbmmunion,  but  in  that  year  those  who  had  become  Bap- 
dsts  came  out  and  formed  a  church  upon  the  gospel 
plan,  and  Mr.  Backus  became  its  pastor.    Thb  was  the 
nineteenth  Baptist  church  in  the  three  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New-Hampshire,  and  Vermont.     F^om  this 
date  to  the  death  of  this  venerable  man  was  a  period  of 
about  fifty  years.    Nothing  remarkable  appears  to  have 
occurred  in  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties ;  but  the 
part  which  he  took  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  Baptist 
churches,  fiirnisihes  a  number  of  incidents  which  ought 
to  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Backus  early  imbibed  a  settled  aversion  to  civil  co- 
ercion in  religious  concerns ;  he  was  taught  its  iniquity 
both  by  experience  and  observation ;  and  few  men  have 
exerted  themselves  more  than  he  in  the  support  of  the 
equal  rights  of  Christians.  In  1772,  he  was  chosen  an 
.  agent  for  the  Baptist  churches  in  Massachusetts,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Davis,  formerly  pastor  of  the  second  church 
in  Boston,  then  lately  deceased.  This  agency  was  mere- 
ly in  civil  affairs,  and  was  executed  by  him,  who  was 
entrusted  it,  with  much  alMlity,  and  to  some  effect.  Our 
brethren  in  this  government  were  then  so  continually 
harassed  for  the  support  of  the  established  clergy,  that 
^hey  found  it  necessary  to  have  some  one  upon  the 
^^tch,  to  advise  on  sudden  emergencies,  and  to  aSbrd 
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aasiitaBce  to  those  who  were  in  trouble.  Their  great 
object  was  to  (4>tain  the  establishment  of  equal  religious 
liberty  in  the  land,  which  the  predominant  party  were 
determined  to  prevent.  About  a  year  before  Mr.  Backus 
accepted  the  agency  of  the  churches,  he  was  requested 
to  write  their  history,  which  he  accordingly  set  about, 
and  published  his  first  vdume  in  1777. 

When  the  disputes  came  on,  which, terminated  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States,  the  Baptists  united  with  the  rest  of  the  American 

Eeople  in  resisting  the  arbitrary  claims  of  Great-Britain ; 
ut  it  seemed  to  them  unreasonable  that  they  should  be 
called  upon  to  contend  for  civil  liberty,  if  after  it  was 
gained,  they  should  still  be  exposed  to  oppression  in  re« 
hgious  concerns.  When,  therefore,  the  first  Continen- 
tal Congress  met  in  Philadelphia,  the  Warren  Associa- 
tion, viewing  it  as  the  highest  civil  resort,  agreed  to  send 
Mr.  Backus  as  their  agent  to  that  convention,  ^^  there 
to  follow  the  best  advice  he  could  obtain,  to  procure 
some  influence  from  thence  in  their  favour/'  When 
he  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  the  Association  there  appoint- 
ed a  large  committee,  of  whom  Dr.  Samuel  Jones  was 
one,  to  assist  their  New-England  brethren.  ^  But  our 
endeavours,''  says  Dr.  Jones,  *^  availed  us  nothing.  One 
of  them  told  us,  that  if  we  meant  to  effect  a  change  in 
their  measures  respecting  religion,  we  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  change  the  course  of  the  sun  in  the  heavens/'  * 
Mr.  Backus,  failing  of  success  at  Philadelphia,  on  his 
return  met  the  Baptist  committee  at  Boston,  by  whose 
advice  a  memorial  of  their  grievances  was  drawn  up,  and 
laid  before  the  next  Congress  at  Cambridge,  near  Boston, 
to  which  the  following  answer  was  returned : 

**  In  Provincial  Congress^  Cambridge j  Dec.  9, 1774. 

*^  On  reading  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Backus, 
agent  to  the  Baptist  churches  in  this  government : 

*'  Rf solved^  That  the  establishment  of  civil  and  relig- 
ious liberty,  to  each  denomination  in  the  province,  is 

*  Century  Sermon,  Sec.  p.  14^  Whether  ttiis  strong  expr^ston  vrsa  miifle 
neriously  by  a  IVfsLSsachusetts  memlier,  or  ironicaUv  by  one  from  some  other 
(kHte,  I  am  not  »ure.  But  it  is  certain  from  Mr.  mckua's  account,  that  the 
^iRssachuseas  Delej^tes  were  peculiRrly  inaensiblc  to  th«  comphvints  of  the 
oppressed  Baptists. 


the  MAcen  wish  of  thb  €oog^;  but  being  by  no 
means  vested  with  powers  of  dvii  gOKrermnent,  whereby 
they  can  redress  the  grievaAoes  of  any  pers^fi  whatever ; 
they  therefcve  recomaieiKi  to  iht  fiaptast  dmrdies, 
that  when  a  Gener^  Aasembiy  shall  be  ooiiTened  in 
this  colony)  they  lay  the  real  grievances  of  said  chimhes 
before  the  same,  when  and  where  their  petition  wiM 
most  certainly  meet  with  all  that  attention  due  to  the 
mem(M*ial  of  a  denomination  of  Christians,  so  well^lis- 
posed  to  the  pubUd^  mieal  of  their  country. 

**  By  order  of  ibe  Congress y 

«  JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 

^^  A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes^ 
"  JoKN  Lmcoi^K,  Secretary.*' 

Such  an  Assembly  as  is  here  mentioned,  convened  at 
Watertown,  July  1775,  to  which  our  brethren  presented 
another  memorial,  in  which  they  said,  ^^  Our  real  griev* 
ances  are,  that  we,  as  well  as  our  fathers,  have  from  time 
to  time  been  taxed  on  religious  accounts  where  we  were 
not  represented ;  and  when  we  have  sued  for  our  rights^ 
our  causes  have  been  tried  by  interested  judges.  That 
the  Representatives  in  former  Assemblies,  as  well  as  the 
present,  were  elected  by  virtue  only  of  civil  and  worldly 
qualifications,  is  a  truth  so  evident,  that  we  presume  it 
need  not  be  proved  to  this  Assembly  }  and  for  a  civil 
Legislature  to  impose  religious  taxes,  isp  we  conceive,  a 
power  which  their  constituents  never  had  to  gave,  and 
is,  therefore,  going  entirely  out  of  their  junsdiction* 
Under  the  legal  dispensation,  where  God  himself  pre- 
scribed the  exact  proportion  of  what  the  people  were  to 
give,  yet  none  but  persons  of  the  worst  diaracters  ever 
attempted  to  taie  it  by  force.  How  daring  then  must  it 
be  for  any  to  do  it  for  Christ's  ministers,  who  says.  My 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world !  We  beseech  this  honorable 
Assembly  to  take  these  nntters  into  their  wise  and  seri- 
ous consideration  before  Him,  who  has  said.  With  what 
measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again.  Is  not  all 
America  now  appealing  to  Heaven,  against  the  injustice 
of  being  taxed  where  we  are  not  represented,  and  against 
being  judged  by  men,  who  are  interested  in  getting 


away  oiur  money  ?  Asd  wiH  Hitven  apiprove  of  your 
dmng  ibe  ume  tiu^  t»  yottr  fidkiw  scmRts !  No,  stirely. 
We  have  fto  desire  q6  ttiftemnting  this  government  as 
the  worst  of  aoy  who  banre  imposed  religious  taxes ;  we* 
fully  beUeve  the  cootn^.  Yet^  as  we  are  persuaded 
that  an  entire  freedom  from  faeing  taop^d  by  dvtl  rulers 
to  cel)giou8  worship^  ia  not  a  mere  favour,  from  an^ 
man  or  m&x  in  the  world,  but  a  right  and  property  grant- 
ed ua  by  God,  who  commands  us  to  standfast  in  if,  we 
have  not  onty  the  same  res^on  to  refuse  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  su^h  a  taxii^  power  h^re,  as  America  has  the 
abovesaid  power,  but  also,  according  to  our  present  light, 
we  should  wrong  our  consciences  in  sdlowiag  that  pow- 
er to  men,  which  we  believe  belongs  only  to  God." 

This  memorial  was  read  in  the  Assembhr,  and  after 
laying  a  week  on  the  table,  was  read  again,  debated  upon, 
and  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  favourably. 
A  bill  was  finally  brought  in,  in  favour  of  the  petitions, 
read  once,  and  a  time  set  for  its  second  reading ;  but 
their  other  business  crowded  in,  and  nothing  more  was 
done  about  it.  In  this  manner  have  the  Baptists  always 
been  shuffled  out  of  their  rights.  After  this,  they  made 
a  number  of  attempts  to  get  some  security  for  their  free- 
dom from  religious  oppression,  but  none  was  ever  for« 
mally  given  them.  They  had  many  fair  promises,  which 
were  never  fulfilled ;  and  when  the  State  Constitution 
wasi  formed,  the  BUI  of  Rights  was  made  to  look  one 
way,  but  priests  and  constables  have  gone  another.  The 
first  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  declares  '^  All  men  are 
bom  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  natural,  essential, 
and  unalienable  rights,"  &c.  The  second  declares,  <'  No 
subject  shall  be  hurt,  molested,  or  restrained,  in  his  per- 
sony  liberty  or  estate^  for  worshipping  God  in  the  manner 
and  season  most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science,'* &c. 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  declarations,  many  have 
been  molested  and  restrained  in  their  psrsans^  liberties^  and 
estates  J  on  religious  accounts. 

Th^e  things  we  have  thought  proper  to  insert  in  Mr. 
Backus's  biography.  He  was  undoubtedly  the  draughts- 
man of  some  of  the  memorials  of  his  brethren,  and  he 
was  certainly  the  able  and  undaunted  expositor  of  thexn 
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all.  Hs3  whde  soul  was  engaged  in  the  prosecDtion  ot 
\m  agency  ;  insomuch  that  he  became  the  champion  of 
non-conformity  in  England,  and  was,  on  that  account, 
much  vilified  and  abused  by  the  established  paiity. 

When  he  waited  on  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  he 
was  accused  of  going  there  on  purpose  to  attempt  to 
breUc  the  union  of  the  colonies.  The  news-papers 
abounded  with  {neces  against  him,  some  of  which  he  an- 
swered, and  others  he  treated  as  beneath  his  notice.  In 
one,  he  was  threatened  with  a  halter  and  the  gallows  ; 
but  he  had  been  too  long  inured  to  the  war,  to  be  ter- 
rified by  such  impotent  threats. 

In  1789,  Mr.  Backus  took  a  journey  into  Virginia  and 
North- Carolina,  in  which  he  was  fone  about  six  months, 
preached  a  hundred  and  twenty-six  sermons,  and  travel- 
led by  land  and  water  going  and  coming  over  three 
thousand  miles.  This  journey  was  undertaken  in  conse- 
quence of  a  request  from  the  southern  brethren,  for  some 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Warren  Association  to  come 
and  assist  them,  in  the  great  field  of  labour  which  was 
then  opened  before  them. 

These  sketches  give  us  some  view  of  Mr.  Backus's  la- 
bours abroad ;  the  following  list  of  his  writings  will  in- 
form the  reader  how  he  employed  his  time  at  home. 
This  Ibt  was  made  out  by  himself,  and  was  found 
among  his  papers. 

I£s  first  publication  was  a  Dbooane  oa  the  Internal  Call  to  preach  the 
Gcspel,  in  1754. 

2d.  A  Sermon  on  Galatiana,  tv.  3L  So  then^  brethren^  ve  ure  not  ehit- 
dren  qftht  bond-fooman^  but  qf  the  free.    1756. 

3d.    A  Sermon  on  Acts  xiil  27.    176S. 

4th.    A  Letter  to  Mr.  Lord    1764. 

5th.    A  Sermon  on  Prayer.    176S. 

6th.    A  Diacourse  on  Faith.    1767. 

7th.    An  Answer  to  Mr.  Fish.    176S. 

8th.    A  Sermon  en  his  Mocher^s  Death.    1769. 

9th.  A  second  edidon  of  his  Sermon  on  GalatiaDS  iv.  31,  with  an  Answer 
to  Mr.  Frothn>gham.    177a 

10th.    A  Plea  for  Ldberty  of  Conscience.    177a 

11th.    Sovereign  Grace  vindicated.    1771. 

12th.    A  Letter  concerning  Taxes  to  support  Religious  Worship.    1771. 

13th.    A  Sermon  at  the  ordmation  of  Mr.  Hunt    1773. 

14th.    A  Reply  to  Mr.  Holly.    1772. 

15th.    A  Reply  to  Mr.  Fish.    1773. 

16th.    AnAppealtothePuUickmDefiBnceofRelig^oQsIibeity.    1773. 

17th.    A  Letter  on  the  Decrees.    1773. 

18th.    A  History  of  the  Baptists,  1  vol.    1777. 

19th.    Government  and  Liberty  described.    1778. 

30th.    A  Piece  upon  Bsptism.    1779. 

21st   True  PoUqr  requires  EqoalReSgiQUBUbcrty.    1779. 
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SSd.  An  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Ma'tiachnB^tw  againtt  A#MtrMy  Pgffcr. 
1780. 

23cL    Truth  IS  great  and  will  pre vaS.    1781. 

24th.   The  Doctrine  of  Universal  Salvatkm  examined  and  refuted    1782* 

25th.    A  Dcx)r  opened  for  Christian  Liberty.    1783. 

?6th.    A  History  of  the  Baptists  vol  n.    17^ 

27th.    Godliness  excludes  olavevy,  in  Anawer  to  John  Ckaveland,    17d5. 

28tl'i.    The  Testimony  of  the  Two  Witnesses.    1786. 

29th.    An  Addresit  to  New-England.    1787. 

30th.    An  AniBwer  to  Remmele  on  the  Atonement    1787* 

31st    A  Piece  on  Discipline.    1787. 

32d.    An  Answer  to  Wesley  on  Election  and  Perseviertuice   17^9*. 

3:3d.    On  the  Support  of  Gospel  Ministers.    1790. 

S4tli.    An  Essay  on  the  Kingdom  of  God,    1792. 

35th.    A  Histonr  of  the  Baptists,  vol  ITL    1796. 

36th.  A  second  edition  of  his  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  his  Mother ;  to  whidi 
"was  added  a  Short  Account  of  his  Wife,  who  died  in  1800.    Published  1803. 

Most  of  the  pieces  in  the  foregoing  list  were  small ; 
but  a  number  of  them,  besides  his  History,  were  consic£* 
erably  large. 

In  1800,  our  historian  published  in  a  small  octavo  vol^- 
ume,  An  Abridgment  of  his  History  of  the  Baptists ; 
and  in  180.5,  the  year  before  his  death,  he  published  a 
discourse  under  the  title  of  A  Great  Faith  described. 
After  this  he  wrote  a  Sermon  on  the  Kingdom  of  Christy 
which  has  not  yet  been  published.  Besides  these  publi- 
cations, Mr.  Backus  wrote  a  number  of  Circular  Letters,  ^ 
and  inserted  a  large  number  of  pieces  in  diJSerent  publick 
prints.  These  news-paper  communications  were  not  up- 
on the  common  political  topicks,  but  were  designed  to 
'  expose  ecclesiastical  oppressions,  and  to  defend  his  nobl^ 
maxims  of  religious  freedom. 

This  distinguished  man  finished  his  earthly  course 
.with  great  composure,  November  20,  1806,  in  the  83d 
year  of  his  age,  and  60th  of  his  ministry.  He  had  been 
laid  by  from  his  publick  labours  a  few  months  previous 
to  his  death,  by  a  paralytick  stroke,  which  deprived  him 
of  his  speech  and  the  use  of  his  limbs.  But  his  reason 
was  continued  to  the  last ;  and  in  his  expiring  moments, 
he  manifested  an  entire  resignation  to  the  will  of  Heaven. 
He  left  behind  him  a  number  of  children,  all  of  whom 
are  respectable  members  of  society.  He  never  received 
tnuch  from  his  people ;  but  by  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
he  had  accumulated  an  estate  of  considerable  value. 

It  is  presumed  that  but  a  few  Baptists  of  the  present 
day  are  sufficiently  sensible  how  much  they  are  indebted 
to  the  labours  of  this  departed  champion  of  their  cause. 
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^^  As  a  preacher,  he  was  evangelical  and  plain.  V&$ 
discourses,  though  not  ornamented  with  the  rhetorick  of 
language,  were  richly  stored  with  Scripture  truth.*'  His 
historical  works  contain  a  vast  fund  of  materials  of  the 
utmost  importance  towards  a  history  of  our  denom- 
ination, which  must  have  sunk  into  oblivion,  had  it  not 
been  for  his  unwearied  care. 

[The  foTlnwinj;  description,  &c.  was  fiimished  h^  Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin.] 

Mr.  Backus*s  personal  appearance  was  very  grave  and 
venerable.  He  was  not  far  from  six  feet  in  stature,  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  life  considei-ably  corpulent.  He  was 
naturally  modest  and  diffident ;  which  probably  led  him 
into  a  habit,  which  he  continued  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
of  shutting  his  eyes,  when  conversing  or  preaching  on'inv* 
portant  subjects.  His  voice  was  clear  and  distinct,  but 
rather  sharp  than  pleasant.  In  both  praying  and  preach- 
ings he  often  appeared  to  be  favoured  with  such  a  degree 
of  divine  unction,  as  to  render  it  manifest  to  all  that 
God  was  with  him.  Few  men  have  more  uniformly  liv- 
ed and  acted  up  to  their  profession  than  Mr.  Backus. 
It  may  be  truly  said  of  him,  that  be  was  a  burning  and 
ibining  light ;  and,  though  dead,  he  left  behind  him  the 
good  name  which  is  better  than  precious  ointtn^nt. 


[This  bkigr&pfay  is  taken  almost  verbatim  from  Semple's  History  of  the  Viiw 
ginia  Baptists,  as  are  most  of  those  which  follow  of  the  Virginia  brethren.] 

Elijah  Bakbr  was  born  in  17^2,  in  the  county  of 
Lunenburg,  of  honest  and  reputable,  but  not  opulent 
parents.  When  grown  to  the  years  of  maturity,  he 
was  much  addicted  to  froltcks  and  sports  of  all  sorts. 
Going  to  hear  Mr.  Jeremiah  Walker  preach,  he  be- 
came thoroughly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  vital 
reli^on.  His  volatile  dbposition,  nevertheless,  kept 
him  from  seeking  for  it.  However  resolved  when 
under  preaching,  all  his  resolutions  would  fail  at  the 
sound  of  a  fiddle,  or  the  cordial  invitation  of  his  pleas« 
ant,  but  carnal  companions.  He  at  last  came  to  a  de- 
termination to  give  his  old  companions  one  more  frc4- 
ick,  and  then  forsake  them  forever.  This  resolution 
he  kept,  and  was  no  more  to  be  found  among  the  sons 
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<>f  carnal  pleasure.  He  listened  now,  not  to  the  musick 
of  the  violin,  but  to  sublimer  musick,  the  faithful  preach^ 
ing  of  the  gospel.  Thus,  giving  up  the  world,  after  ma- 
ny previous  ineffectual  em>rts,  his  convictions  soon  be- 
came exceedingly  sharp  and  pungent.  Sometimes  he 
was  so  convulsed  as  not  to  be  able  to  stand.  Heaven 
ultimately  smiled ;  and  Mr.  Baker  was  constrained  by 
the  love  of  God,  now  shed  abroad  in  his  heart,  to  make  a 
profession  of  grace,  and  was  baptized,  anno  1769,  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Harris.  Illiterate  as  he  was,  he  immediate- 
ly commenced  publick  speakings  When  he  first  made  a 
profession,  he  was  remarked  for  being  often  cast  down 
with  doubts  respecting  the  reality  of  his  conversion. 
This,  however,  cUd  not  hinder  him  from  making  great 
exertions,  first  as  aa  exhorter  and  singer,  and  then  as  a 
preacher.  Having  exhorted  about  twelve  months,  his 
first  labours  were  laid  out  chiefly  in  the  county  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  the  adjacent  ones,  where  he  was  happily  in- 
strumental in  planting  and  watering  several  churches. 
After  about  three  years,  he  gave  up  all  worldly  cares, 
and  devoted  his  whole  time  to  preaching  and  other 
ministerial  duties.  About  1773,  he  began  to  stretch  hit 
lines,  and  to  travel  more  extensively.  Coming  down 
into  the  lower  end  of  Henrico,  he,  in  conjunction  with 
one  or  two  others,  planted  Boar  Swamp  church.  Then^ 
as  his  way  would  be  opened,  he  extended  his  labours  grad- 
ually downwards,  and  was  the  chief  instrument  in  plant- 
ing all  the  churches  in  the  counties  of  James  City,  Charles 
City,  York,  &C.  Then  crossing  over  York  river  into  Glou- 
cester, preached  in  the  lower  end  of  that  county  with  con- 
siderable Success.  There  he  formed  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Elliot,  then  a  resident  of  Gloucester,  but 
who  liad  not  long  before  moved  from  the  eastern  shore. 
Mr.  Elliot,  discovering  a  beauty  in  religion,  felt  his  heart's 
desire  that  his  brethren  in  the  jSesh  might  be  saved. 
Accordingly  in  the  spring  of  1776,  they  set  sail,  and  arriv- 
ed on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  on  Easter  Sunday,  and 
went  immediately  to  church,  where  an  established  clergy- 
man was  that  day  to  preach  and  administer  the  sacrament* 
After  waiting  for  some  time,  and  finding  the  minister 
did  not  come,  Mr.  Baker  told  the  people  that  he  would 
preach  for  them,  if  they  would  go  down  to  the  roadie 
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The  novelty  of  the  scene  excited  their  attention,  and  the 
people  went.  Mr.  B.  had  no  other  pulpit  than  the  end 
of  a  large  tree  ;  which  having  mounted,  he  began  one 
of  the  most  successful  ministerial  labours  that  has  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  any  man  in  Virginia.  Many  wondered  ; 
some  mocked  ;  and  a  few  were  seriously  wrought  upon* 
]He  continued  his  ministrations  frpm  house  to  house,  for 
several  days;  and  when  he  left  them  he  appointed  to 
return  again  at  Whitsuntide,  At  his  second  visit,  he 
was  accompanied  by  his  brother  Leonard,  who  was  at 
that  time  only  an  exhorter-  When  they  arrived,  they 
were  informed  that  the  minister  of  the  parish  had  ap« 
pointed  to  preach  against  the  Baptists,  and  to  prove 
them  to  be  in  an  error.  Mr.  Baker  and  his  company 
went  to  liear  him ;  but  his  arguments  proved  ineffectual, 
and  the  people  followed  Baker.  His  brother  continued 
with  him  about  a  week.  They  had  meetings  both  day 
and  night.  The  effects  were  not  reniarkable  at  first, 
but  at  every  meeting  there  were  good  appearances.  This 
encouraged  Mr.  Baker  so  much,  that  he  resolved  to  re- 
main there  for  some  time  ;  his  brother  left  him  labour^ 
ing  in  the  vineyard.  His  labours  were  greatly  blessed. 
He  became  at  once  almost  a  resident ;  for,  indeed,  filled 
as  he  was  with  increasing  solicitude  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  gospel,  he  could  not  be  found  elsewhere  than  at 
the  places  where  he  had  evidences  that  God  called  him* 
After  he  Inarried,  he  settled  in  Northampton  county. 

In  doing  so  much  good,  it  fell  to  Mr.  Baker's  portion, 
as  it  generally  happens,  to  give  offence  to  the  enemy  of 
souls  and  his'  subordinate  agents.  They  put  him  into 
Accomack  prison,  and  kept  him  there  many,  days.  The 
most  atrocious  attempt  upon  this  harmless  man,  was  that 
of  seizing  him  by  a  lawless  po>ver  and  carrying  bim  on 
board  of  a  vessel  in  the  adjacent  waters,  where  they  left 
him,  having  contracted  with  the  Captain  to  make  him 
work  his  passage  over  the  seas,  and  then  leave  him  in 
some  of  the  countries  in  Europe ;  alleging  that  he  was 
a  disturber  of  the  peace.  This  took  place  on  Saturday 
night.  He  was  immediately  px;t  to  work,  and  kept  at  ft 
until  late  at  night.  The  next  day  being  the  Lord's  day, 
|ie  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Captain  to  sing  and 
Dfay  ^mong  the  crew.    The  Captain  attended,  and  W2is 
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convinced  that  he  was  a  good  man.  Without  delay,  he 
set  him  on  shore.  In  the*  mean  time,  his  friends  had  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  the  Governor,  to  obtain  author- 
ity to  prevent  his  being  carried  forcibly  away.  This  they 
,  obtained  ;  but  Mr.  B.  was  discharged  before  his  return.* 
He  met  with  various  kinds  of  persecution,  which  only 
served  to  confirm  his  faith,  and  inflame  his  zeal  in  his 
Redeemer's  cause. 

Mr.  B.  was  a  man  of  low  parentage,  small  learning, 
and  confined  abilities.  But  with  one  talent  he  did  more 
than  many  do  with  five.  He  is  said  to  have  planted  ten 
churches  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  bay. 
At  the  last  Salisbury  Association,,  which  he  attended  when 
nearly  worn  out  with  disease,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
he  addressed  the  audience  in  a  most  melting  and  power* 
ful  manner;  then  returning  to  Doctor  Lemon's,  soon 
died. 

He  had  declined  in  health  a  considerable  time  before 
his  death  ;  and  having  a  wish  to  see  his  brother  Leonard, 
of  Halifax,  Virginia,  to  whom  he  was  fondly  attached, 
he  wrote  him  a  letter  dated  September  21,1 798,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract : 

**  -r— -And  now,  brother,  are  you  struggling  through 
the  trials  of  this  life,  leaning  upon  your  Beloved  ?  la- 
bouring, and  waiting  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
who  shall  change  our  vile  bodies  and  fashion  them  ac- 
cording to  his  glorious  body  ?  Or  have  you  got  into  a 
lukewarm  state,  which  I  fear  has  been  too  prevailing 
amongst  some ! 

'^  Dear  brother,  some  of  my  complaints  are  such,  that 
I  do  not  expect  to  continue  long  in  this  world.  Howev- 
er, I  leave  that  to  my  dear  Redeemer,  who  has  the  pow- 
er of  life  and  death  in  his  own  hands.  But  in  all  proba- 
bility I  shall  never  be  able  to  come  out  as  far  as  your 
house  again :  dear  brother,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see 
you,  if  you  could  make  it  convenient  to  come  over  once 
more,  while  I  live.  I  will  pay  all  your  expenses.  And 
if  our  dear  mother  is  yet  alive,  I  can  send  out  some  relief 

•  This  story  respecting  Mr.  Baker,  I  find  difercntly  related.  Some  parts 
nf  the  narrative,  as  some  have  given  it,  partake  consitIera!)ly  nf  the  mar- 
VeUous ;  but  the  above  relation  is  the  moBt  siipj)le,  and  probably  the  nioijt 
forrect. 
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to  her.  As  to  religion,  thanks  be  to  God,  there  is  some 
stir  amongst  us.     I  have  baptized  eight  lately.'* 

It  seems  his  brother  could  not  go  immediately ;  but 
started  in  a  few  weeks,  and  arrived  just  time  enough  to 
see  him  die  :  which  took  place,  November  6th,  1 798. 

As  he  died  at  Doctor  Lemon's,  it  will  be  most  suitable 
to  quote  the  Doctor's  own  words  respecting  him.  "  In 
Mr.  Baker,  I  found  the  Israelite  indeed;  the  humble  Chris- 
tian ;  the  preacher  of  the  gospel  in  the  simplicity  of  it ; 
and  the  triumphant  saint  in  his  last  moments.  In  his 
preaching  he  was  generally  plain  and  experimental,  al- 
ways very  express  on  the  doctrine  of  regeneration ; 
never  entering  upon  the  doctrines  by  which  ne  conceiv- 
ed  he  should  give  offence  to  one  or  another.  In  his  last 
illness,  1  attended  his  bed-side  day  and  night,  for  thre^ 
weeks,  and  had  many  most  agreeable  conversations  with 
him,  on  the  glorious  things  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 
He  retained  his  senses  to  the  last  minute,  and  seemed 
rather  translated,  than  to  suffer  pain  in  his  dissolution. 
Death  was  to  him  as  familiar  in  his  conversation,  as  if 
he  talked  of  an  absent  friend  from  whom  he  expected  a 


visit." 


He  wals  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Cope- 
land,  a  lady  of  respectable  connexions,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  now  living.  She  died,  and  he  then  married  a 
widow  lady  on  the  eastern  shore,  who  had  no  child  by 
him. 


Robert  Cartbr,  Esq.  once  a  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Executive  Council,  and  on  that  account,  common- 
ly called  Counsellor  Carter,  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Luns- 
ford,  shortly  after  he  began  to  preach  in  these  parts. 
He  was  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
having,  as  some  say,  seven  or  eight  hundred  negroes, 
besides  immense  bodies  of  land,  &g  After  being  bap- 
tized some  years,  he  became  conscientious  about  the 
lavrf^ilness  of  hereditary  slavery.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rip- 
pon  of  London,  he  says,  *^  the  toleration  of  slavery  incU« 
cates  very  great  depravity  of  mind."  In  conformity  to 
thU  tiemiment,  he  gradually  emancipated  the  whole  that 


Biognapby  of  James  Chiles.  279 

Ike  possessed.*  This  was  a  noble  and  disinterested  sacri- 
fice. For  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  he  continued  an  or- 
derly Baptist.  But  being  a  man  naturally  of  an  unsta- 
ble disposition,  and  falling  in  with  certain  Arminian  wri- 
tings, he  fully  embraced  their  doctrines.  Had  he  stop- 
ped here,  he  might  still  have  continued  in  the  Baptist 
society,  though  ijot  so  happily  as  before.  But,  alas ! 
there  are  so  many  wrong  roads  in  religious  pursuits,  that 
when  a  man  once  gets  wrong,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
where  he  will  stop.  From  the  Arminian  errors,  Mr. 
Carter  fell  into  the  chimerical  whims  of  Swedenborg. 
When  he  first  heard  of  the  books  of  that  singular  au- 
thor, he  made  very  light  of  them ;  but  upon  reading 
them,  having  a  mind  naturally  fond  of  specious  novelty, 
he  fully  embraced  the  whole  of  that  absurd  system,  and 
was,  of  course,  excluded  from  the  Baptists.  He  was  now 
as  zealous  for  the  New  Jerusalem  church,  as  he  had  been 
formerly  for  the  Baptists.  He  moved  to  Baltimore,  in 
order  to  find  a  preacher  and  a  society  of  his  own  senti^ 
ments,  and  expended  large  sums  of  money  to  have  Swe- 
denborg's  writings  republished.  He  continued  orderly 
in  his  moral  conduct,  and  died  a  few  years  since,  after 
having  lived  to  a  considerable  age. 


James  Chiles  appears  to  have  been  a  Virginian.  Be- 
fore he  embraced  religion,  having  a  sturdy  set  of  limbs 
and  a  resolute  spirit,  he  often  employed  them  in  bruis- 
ing his  countrymen's  faces.  Gambling  was  also  with 
him  a  favourite  employment.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in 
mercy,  plucked  him  as  a  brand  from  the  burning.  He 
gave  evidence  to  his  friends  that  his  heart  was  changed^ 


<« 


It  is  said  that  Mr.  Robert  Carter  o(  Nominy,  Virginia,  liaa  emancipated 
442  slaves.  This  U  a  sacrifice  ai  tlie  altar  of  huiQanity  uf  perhaps  an  hundred 
thtnuand  dollars.  If  this  be  true,  vote  him  a  triumph,  crown  him  with  laurels^ 
and  let  the  million  listen  while  he  sings — 

'^  I  would  not  have  a  slave  to  till  mv  ground, 

••  To  carry  me,  to  fan  me  while  I  ^eep, 

*'  And  tremble  when  I  wake,  tor  all  the  wealth 

*'  That  dnews  bought  and  sold  have  ever  eam'd. 

"  No :  dear  as  fre^om  is,  and  in  m?  heart's 

*•  Tust  estimation  priz'd  abo\'e  all  price, 

**  1  had  mufh  rather  be  aHTself  the  slave, 

^  And  wear  the  bonds,  than  faateatheis  on  him." 

Hippon^u  ResutgT" 
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but  from  his  oddities  he  was  never  converted.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Separate  Baptist  church  north  of 
James  River.  He  was  always  wrapped  up  in  visions,  and 
pretended  to  be  taught  of  God  how  any  matter  was  to 
eventuate.  It  happened,  however,  with  him,  as  with  the 
Trojan  prophetess,  that  if  he  had  the  gift  of  prophecy,  his 
cotemporaries  had  not  the  gift  of  faith.  But  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  imperfections,  his  success  as  a  preacher  was  great. 
He  was  the  first  instrument  of  planting  the  gospel  upon 
Blue  Run.  He  also  broke  the  way  into  Albemarle, 
where  many  were  converted  by  his  means.  In  various  oth- 
er places,  God  set  seals  to  his  ministry.  After  a  few  years, 
he  moved  to  South-Carolina,  where  he  planted  a  large 
church.  He  retained  his  notions  about  visions  to  his  last. 
Report  says,  that  after  meeting  with  misfortunes,  and  be- 
ing reduced  in  his  property  and  health,  he  went  to  the 
house  of  a  woman,  and  told  her  that  his  God  said,  he 
must  die  there  that  day.  She  said,  '^  I  hope  not,  Mn 
Chiles."  "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  my  God  says  so ;  but,  how- 
ever, I  will  return  a  while,  and  consult  my  God  again  !'* 
He  retired  for  the  consultation,  and  returning  said,  ^'  Yes, 
madam,  my  God  says,  I  must  die  to-day."  The  woman 
again  expressed  doubts.  She  said,  '^  You  look  too  well> 
Mr.  Chiles,  to  die  so  soon."  He  said,  "  I  wjU  try  my  God 
once  more."  After  retiring  for  some  time  in  prayer,  he 
came  back  and  said,  ^'  It  is  fixed  ;  the  decree  is  irrevoca- 
ble \  to-day  I  must  die  in  your  house."  Having  so  said, 
he  stretched  himself  upon  the  bed,  and  yielded  up  the  ghost. 


Joseph  Cook*— Mr.  Cook  was  born  of  pious  pa^ 
^nts  in  the  city  of  Bath,  Somersetshire,  England,  and  called 
by  divine  grace  in  the  early  part  of  life,  under  the  minis- 
try of  the  late  celebrated  and  much-esteemed  Rev.  George 
Whitefield,  at  the  chapel  of  the  late  Countess  Dowager  of 
Huntingdon,  at  Bath.  Mr.  Whitefield  was  exceedingly 
kind  to  him,  and  often  took  him  out  with  him  in  his 
carriage,  to  converse  with  him  about  divine  thingis.  As  he 
very  soon  gave  clear  evidence,  not  only  of  a  sound  conver-- 
)iion,  but  also  that  he  had  ministerial  gifts.  Lady  Hunt- 
ingdoui  who  had  a  great  regard  for  him,  which  continued 
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tt)  her  dyirtg  day,  sent  hito,  in  the  l9th  year  of  his  age^ 
to  her  college  at  Trevecka,  in  Brecknockshire,  South 
Wales.  Here  he  applied  himself  closely  to  his  studies, 
and  made  considerable  improvement.  He  was  much 
esteemed  by  his  tutors  and  fellow-students,  being  of  a 
good,  obli^ng  temper ;  but  what  most  endeared  him 
was  his  lively,  spiritual  turn  of  mind,  and  his  readiness- 
to  help  and  comfort  any  who  were  in  trouble  of  soul. 
His  very  first  excursions  in  the  villages,  to  exercise  his 
gifts,  the  Lord  owned,  so  that  he  preached  with  accept*- 
ance  and  success.  > 

In  September  1771,  Lady  Huntingdon  received  a  sen- 
sible anonymous  letter,  requesting  her  to  send  a  minis* 
ter  to  Margate,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  describing  it  as  a 
licentious  place,  particularly  at  the  watering  season.  She 
made  known  the  contents  of  it  to  one  of  her  senior  stu* 
dents,  Mr.  William  Aldridge,  and  gave  him  the  liberty 
of  choosing  any  student  he  pleased  in  the  college  to  ac^ 
company  and  assist  him  in  this  important  work.  He 
fixed  upon  Mr.  Cook,  who  cordially  approved  of  the 
design.  Preparations,  therefore,  were  made  for  the 
journey,  and  after  taking  an  affectionate  leave  of  all  at 
college,  attended  with  many  hearty  prayers  for  their 
•afety  and  prosperity,  they  proceeded  to  the  place  of 
action.  Being  utterly  unknown  to  any  person  at  Mar- 
gate, they  began  to  preach  out  of  doors.  Many  attend- 
ed, and  not  in  vain.  Several  were  savingly  wrought 
upon,  and  turned  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  while 
eld  professors  were  stirred  up,  who  seemed  to  have  been 
settled  upon  their  lees ;  and  now  these  itinerants  preached 
not  only  at  Margate,  but  at  many  other  places  in  the 
Isle  of  Thanet. 

About  this  time,  many  persons  in  Dover,  not  satis* 
fied  with  Mr.  Wesley's  ministers  and  doctrine,  having 
left  his  meeting,  and  assembled  in  a  private  room  foi* 
exhortation  and  prayer,  sent  a  very  pressing  invitation 
'  to  Messrs.  Aldridge  and  Cook,  which  they  accepted* 
The  former  preached  at  Dover  for  the  first  time,  in  th€ 
market-place,  on  a  Sabbath*day,  but  met  with  great  op- 
position. A  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  which  had 
been  shut  up  for  a  considerable  time,  was  therefore 
^ocured  by  the  persons  who  had  given  theai  the  iavi- 
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tation,  in  whrch  Mr.  Aldridge  and  his  colleague  ever 
afterwards  preached,  while  they  continued  at  Dover,  hr 
was  now  agreed  on  by  all  parties,  that  Messrs.  Aldridge 
and  Cook  should  supply  Margate  and  Dover  constantly^ 
and  change  every  week  ^  accordingly,  Mr.  Cook  came 
to  Dover,  and  preached  on  the  next  Tuesday  evening. 
His  firsi  test  was  Heb.  H.  3,  "  How  shall  we  escape^  if  we: 
neglect  se  great  salvation,**  Many  attended,  and  were 
much  struck  at  the  sight  of  such  a  youth,  who  delivered 
his  discourse  extempore,  which  was  a  new  thing  to  most 
of  them.  This  sermon  was,  he  believes,  peculiarly 
blessed  to  Mr.  Atwood,  now  one  of  the  Baptist  minis- 
ters, at  Falkstone,  in  Kent,  so  that  he  wae  obliged  to- 
say^  *'  Here  is  a  man  that  has  told  n^e  all  things  that 
ever  I  did  7  surely  he  is  a  servant  of  Christ."  Mr.  Cook 
continued  to  supply  Dover,  in  his  turn,  for  some  time^ 
and  was  remarkably  useful  in  winning  souls  to  Christ* 
Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Aldridge  occasionally  preached  also  at 
Deal ;  and  at  Falkstone  their  word  was  signally  blessed 
to  many,,  several  of  whom  afterwards  joined  the  Baptist 
interest,  and  one  of  them  became  a  Deacon  in  Mr.  At- 
wood's  church. 

Two  years  after,  the  students  were  called  in  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  the  college  in  Wales,  to  form  a 
mission  for  North-America,  as  very  pleasing  and  en- 
couraging letters  had  been  received  by  Lady  Huntingdon^ 
desiring  her  to  send  faithful  and  zealous  ministers  thither.. 
She  therefore  willingly  entered  into  the  plan,  laying  the 
whole  of  it  before  tlie  students,  with  her  earnest  request 
that  they  would  take  the  same  into  mature  consideration^ 
and  especially  make  it  matter  of  prayer ;  and  that  then,, 
those  who  saw  their  way  clear  to  go,  would  declare  it* 
At  length,.  Mr.  Cook^  with  others,  freely  offered  them- 
selves for  this  service,  came  up  ta  London,  and  related 
their  views  of  this  work  before  many  thousands  in  the 
Tabernacle,  Moorfields,  and  elsewhere ;  an  account  of 
which  was  printed.  After  taking  a  very  affecting  fare* 
well,  they  embarked  for  America,  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Percy,  who  afterwards  returned,  and  had  a  me^tingb^ 
iiouse,  at  Woolwich,  in  Kent»  However,  the  ship  was 
detained  in  the  Downs  l)y  a  contrary  wind.  Mr.  Cook,, 
being  so  near,,  wished  to  see  his  friends  at  Dover  once; 
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Hiore*     He  went  therefore  unexpectedly,'  and  preached 
Z  lecture,  which  was  remarkably  owned.     Several  of  his 
fellow-students  also  went  the  next  Sabbath  to  Dover  to 
preach.     A  fair  and  brisk  gale  spripng  up  in  the  night ; 
the  ship  sailed,  and  they  were  all  left  behind.     Two  of 
them  remained  in  Efigland,  Mr.  Henry  Mead,  a  minister 
now  belonging  to  the  establishnwnt,  in  London,  and 
Mr.  William  White,  since  deceased.     Mr.  Cook,  with 
the  rest,  were  yet  determined  on  the  voyage,  atHl  prose- 
cuted the  plan.     On  -their  arrival  in  America,  as  they 
had  all  preached  in  England,  and  considered  themselves 
authorized  to  do  so  on  their  general  plan,  they  travelled 
about  the  country,  and  preached  with  much  acceptance 
among  serious  Christians  of  different  denominations,  but 
particularly  among  the  Baptists,  whom  they  found  in  a 
lively  state  of  religion  at  that  time.     Though  these  stu- 
dents, were  <3ommonly  considered  as  belonging  to  th6 
Episcopal  church,  then  the  established  religion  of  the 
•Southern  colonies,  and  seemed  fond  to  keep  up  this  idea 
among  the  populace,  yet  they  generally  appeared  pleased 
with  the  company  and  conversation  of  the  Baptists  ; 
and  the  most  of  them  ^ve  it  to  be  underwood,  that  they 
had  received  convictions  respecting  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  the  Baptists^  <H3tinguishing  sentiments,  which, 
by  one  or  two  of  the  students,  was  represented  to  ha^'e 
aiisen  from  the  introduction  of  a  young  man  of  Baptist 
principles  into  the  Countess's  Seminary  at  Wales,  whose 
arguments   had  made  so  great  an  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  students,  that  her  Ladyship  thought  proper 
to  discard  him.     Mr.    Cook,   however,  kept    himself 
considerably  reserved,  and  more  at  a  distance  from  the 
Baptist  churches  than  the  rest.     Messrs.  Hill  and  Cosson, 
after  fully  professing  Baptist  sentiments,  in  their  conver- 
sation  among  the  Baptists,  joined  the  Presbyterians* 
Mr.  Roberts,  who  had  professed  the  same  in  a  letter  to 
one  of  the  Baptist  ministers,  united  himself  with  a  re- 
spectable congregation  of  Independents  in  Georgia ;  and, 
on  some  misunderstanding  arising^  left  off  preaching,  took 
a  commission  in  the  army,  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, and  died.    Mr.  Lewis  Richards  for  a  while 
suppressed  his  convictions,  and  engaged  in  a  parish,  as 
canc^date  for  the  rectorship,  but  some  time  after  united 
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Kimself  to  the  Baptist  church  at  the  HBgh  HiHs  of  San« 
tee,  was  baptized  \>j  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furman,  and  is  now 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Baltimore,  Marylaiad. 

Mr.  Cook  had  obtained  the  office  of  a  parish,  but  on 
Itis  marriage  with  a  young  lady.  Miss  Elizabeth  Bulline, 
of  Baptist  parents,  then  dead,  at  the  village  of  Dorches* 
ter»  about  eighteen  miles  from  Charleston,  he  deter* 
mined  to  settle  there,  and  preach  to  a  mixed  people  :  in 
respect  of  religious  profession,  a  gi*eat  part  of  them  were^ 
and  are  Episcopalians ;  a  number,  the  posterity  of  a 
Baptist  church,  which  has  become  extinct,  that  once 
flourished  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Chanler^ 
a  pious  and  eminent  divine ;  and  the  remains  of  an  Inde« 
pendent  c(Higregation,  removed  to  Georgia,  the  same 
mentioned  above,  to  which  Mr.  Roberts  had  united* 
With  the  latter,  Mr.  Cook  formed  his  closest  connexion^ 
preaching  ordinarily  in  the  f^ace  of  worship  belonging 
to  them.  The  dispute  between  Britain  and  the  Colonies 
was  now  become  very  serious ;  the  sword  was  drawn ) 
Mood  had  begun  to  deluge  the  field  of  battle,  and  a  gen*- 
eral  <:oncem  for  rel^ous  as  well  as  civil  liberty,  possess^ 
ed  the  breasts  of  the  Americans.  A  t^nporary  form  of 
government,  agreed  on  by  South*Carolina,  white  a  recon«» 
ciliationto  Britain  on  equitable  principles  was  hoped  for, 
had  continued  the  partial  establishment,  and  legal  sup- 
port of  the  Church  of  England*  This  convinced  the  Dis-* 
eenters  of  the  necessity  of  uniting  and  making  vigorous 
e^certions  for  obtaining  the  equal  enjoyment  of  all  the 
privileges  proper  to  a  free  people*  For  they  now  saw, 
that  the  Episcopalians,  who  generally  possessed  the  most 
c<)ns^cuous  stations,  with  their  usual  appendages  of 
wealth  and  influence,  while  tliey  declaimed  against  the 
unconstitutional  claims  of  Britain,  and  were  very  fond 
of  receiving  the  assistance  of  their  dissenting  brethren 
in  the  national  struggle,  were  determined  to* secure  to 
themselves  every  exclusive  and  partial  advantage  in  their 
power.  An  invitation  was  now  given  to  ministers  and 
churches  of  various  denominations,  but  principally  to  the 
Baptists,  among  whom  the  business  originated,  to  meet 
at  the  High  HiHs  of  Santee,  at  the  seat  of  the  Baptist 
diurch  there,  which  is  nearly  the  centre  of  the  State, 
«Q  consult,  their  general  interests*     To  this  meeting, 
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which  was  held  early  in  1 776,  came  Mr.  Cook,  with  two 
other  of  the  young  gentlemen  mentioned  above,  and 
continued  there  to  the  next  Sabbath,  after  the  business 
was  concluded,  which  being  the  season  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Lord's  supper  in  that  church,  divine  wor* 
ship  was  pubHckly  attended  on  the  two  preceding  days. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Cook  had  an  invitation  to  preach  \  and 
a  little  before  service  began,  he  took  aside  Mr.  Hart,  the 
minister  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Charleston,  who  had 
staid  to  assist  at  the  solemnity,  and  Mr.  Furman,  the  pas* 
tor  of  the  church  at  Santee,  who  was  then  very  young 
in  the  ministry,  and  has  since  succeeded  Mr.  Hart  in 
Charleston,  requesting  their  advice  on  a  matter  under 
which  his  mind  laboured.  They  were  informed  by  him, 
that  he  had,  for  a  considerable  time,  felt  strong  convic* 
tions  respecting  the  propriety  of  believers'  baptism,  and 
its  necessity  in  order  to  a  universal  obedience  of  Christ, 
in  a  becoming  manner.  That  he  had  endeavoured  to 
silence  his  conscience,  and  avoid  the  means  of  convic* 
tk)n,  during  a  great  part  of  the  time  ;  but  that  of  late 
he  had  felt  such  guilt  and  shame  in  reflecting  on  his  past 
conduct,  as  compelled  him  to  a  serious  consideration  of 
the  subject,  with  a  full  determination  of  heart  to  do 
whatever  appeared  to  be  the  will  of  God ;  and  that  the 
result  of  this  investigation  was  the  most  satisfactory  ev« 
idence  in  favour  ox  what  he  had  so  long  thought  his 
duty.  This,  with  the  forcible  application  to  his  mind, 
of  i^nanias's  address  to  Paul,  ^'  And  now,  why  tarriest 
thou  i  Arise,  and  be  baptized,  and  wash  away  thy  sins, 
calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  made  him  anxious 
to  comply  with  his  duty  without  delay,  especially  as  a  fa« 
vourable  opportunity  then  oflfered.  •'  I  have  only  to  add, 
l^entlemen,"  concluded  he,  ^^  that  I  should  be  glad  of 
your  advice,  whether  to  embrace  the  ordinance  imme- 
diately, or  defer  it  to  be  administered  among  the  people 
w^bere  1  live  ;  and  if  I  submit  to  it  immediately,  seeing 
my  sentiments  and  intention  have  been  hitherto  un.^ 
known  to  the  publick,  whether  it  woiild  I>e  proper  to 
niakc  Ananias's  address  to  St.  Paul,  just  now  mentioned, 
and  from  which  1  have  felt  so  much  conviction,  the 
subjiect  of  the  discourse  I  am  about  to  deliver,  and  just 
Sfi  the  light  X  now  behold  it,  as  it  applies  to  myself?  Thii^ 
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I  confess,  is  the  dictate  of  my  own  mind,  and  I  would, 
not  wish  to  act  unadvisedly/* 

The  ministers  were  both  of  opinion,  that  it  wotild  be 
best  not  to  delay  the  administration,  and  that  it  was 
proper  he  should  follow  the  dictate  of  his  mind  respect- 
ing the  subject,  and  method  of  preaching  proposed, 
fie  preached  accordingly  to  the  surprise  and  conviction 
of  many,  and  was  the  next  day  baptized  by  the  pastor 
of  that  church,  the  Rev«  Mr.  Furman,  aft^r  satisfying  the 
church  respecting  his  acquaintance  with  experimental 
religion  ;  and  on  farther  consideration,  having  enjoyed 
his  visits  before,  and  being  fully  satisfied  with  Hs  min- 
isterial qualifications,  they  began  to  contemplate  his 
ordination.  He  was  accordingly  ordained  a  few  days 
after  by  Mr.  Hart  and  Mr.  Furman*  A  vacancy  having 
taken  place  in  the  church  of  Euhaw,  by  the  death  of  an 
excellent  divine,  the  Rev.  Francis  Pelot,  Mr.  Cook  soon 
received  a  call  to  take  the  pastoral  care  of  it,  which  he 
accepted,  and  preached  there  without  interruption  for 
some  time }  but  the  invasion  of  the  State  taking  place,* 
and  his  exposed  situation,  near  the  sea-coast,  having 
already  subjected  him  to  losses  and  distress,  he  removed 
to  an  interior  part  of  the  country,  where  he  continued 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  but  suffered  anew  in  the 
ravages  of  the  State  by  the  troops  under  Lord  Cornwall 
lis  and  other  commanders ;  so  that  when  he  returned  to 
the  Euhaw,  on  the  commencement  of  the  peace,  he  was 
reduced  to  a  state  of  poverty.  Previous  to  his  leaving 
Euhaw,  he  had  lost  his  first  wife,  and  married  a  second  ; 
some  circumstances  attending  this  marriage,  gave  dis- 
pleasure to  a  number  of  his  friends,  and  himself  acknowl- 
edged he  was  chargeable  with  imprudence  in  the  trans* 
action,  for  which  he  was  sorry. 

Hitherto  nothing  very  considerable  had  appeared  in 
Mr.  Cook's  ministry  in  America,  towards  promoting 
the  kingdom  of  Christ ;  but  on  his  return  to  his  church, 
having  passed  through  some  humbling  scenes,  and  enter* 
ing  more  fully  into  the  gospel  spirit,  he  laboured  with 
much  success.  The  church  had  been  greatly  reduced 
before  he  took  charge  of  it,  and  at  his  return  was  almost 
become  extinct ;  yet  it  pleased  God,  by  his  ministry  to 
add  a  pleasing  number  to  it  in  a  few  years*    The  account 


^  additions,  by  baptism,  presented  to  the  Association^ 
for  the  five  last  years  of  hi&  life,  was  78  ;  many  of  these 
are  persons  of  real  worth  and  respectability. 

In  the  September  of  1790,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Ripponj^  of  London,  in  which  he  gave  a  pleasing  account 
of  the  believing  Negro  church  at  Savannah,  and  then  ad- 
ded, "  My  sphere  of  action  is  great,  having  two  congre- 
gations to  regard,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  each 
other,  exclusive  of  this  whe^e  I  reside  ;  as,  also,  friendly 
visits  to  pay  to  sister  churcl/es,  and  societies  of  other  de- 
nominations, who  are  destitute  of  ministers,  frequently 
riding  under  a  scorching  sun,  with  a  fever,  twenty  miles 
in  a  morning,  and  then  preach  afterwards.  Our  bretlv- 
ren  in  England,  have  scarcely  an  idea  of  what  hardships 
we  struggle  with,  who  travel  to  propagate  the  gospel.  I 
have  been  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health  for  two  months, 
but  it  has  not  prevented  an  attention  to  the  duties  of  my 
station*  O,  what  a  blessing  is  health  I  We  cannot  be 
too  thankful  for  it/* 

This  good  man  had  now  almost  finished  his  course. 
The  circumstances  of  his  dissolution  may  be  collected 
from  a  letter,  written  by  one  of  bis  dear  friends,  of  whicl^ 
the  following  is  an  extract : 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  RIpponyLondQCu 

£ukaWf  South-Carolinay  Oct.  4,  179a 
JRev.  51fr, 

I  could  have  wislied  a  more  agreeable  event  than  the  present  had  been  the 
occasiaii  of  my  address  to  vcu ;  but,  when  1  conndcr  I  am  fuIfiUing  the  prom- 
ise made  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  of  this  place,  now  with  Gcd,  it  seems  to  afiUxi 
a  kind  of  melancholy  pleasure.  About  ten  weeks  before  his  decease,  he  re- 
tallied  ill  the  middle  of  a  sultry  day,  from  preaching;  tea  congreg^ation,  about 
twenty  miles  from  hence,  compliuiung  of  feverish  symptoms,  with  a  di'y  cougii, 
» tightness  of  the  breast,  and  great  lassitude ;  notwithstanditig  wliich,  lie  re- 
laxed not  his  kbours.  In  tins  suite  he  continued,  till  two  weeks  before  liis  exit, 
wlien  he  delivered  his  last  sermon  from  Eplb  i».6.  7o  the  /iraise  of  the  ^lory 
offttH  gracCf^  wherein  he  fiath  made  us  accc/itedtn  the  beldued.  He  was  thea 
so  weak,  that  I  feared  he  would  not  be  able  to  proceed,  but  lie  was  greatly  sutH 
ported^  and  much  engaged.  He  remiiidcd  the  congi-egaUon  of  die  truths  he 
had  tauirht,  assured  them  \\&  felt  acc|uitted  of  the  blood  of  all  men,  having  fully 
declared  die  counsel  of  Oou  in  his  ministrv.  He  patheticailv  addressed  him- 
self tohis  hearers  of  eveiy  nge,  rank  and  station,  cou^dent,  as  he  told  tliem*  tlmt 
this  was  to  be  tlie  last  sermon  they  wei^evtr  to  hear  from  him ;  and  then  con*- 
eluded  with  a  solemn  larewdL  The  sqc^ceeding  Sabbatli  he  was  to  have 
preached  on  St  Hblena  Island. 

On  Thursday  fbllowiiig,  the  symptoms  began  to  be  so  alarming,  that  I  feai-ed* 
he  coidd  not  continue  long.  He  desired  me  to  retid  to  him  the  J24th  hymn  iiv 
youi?  Selcctioo.  entitled.  The  Christian  rememberin|s  ail  the  way  the  Lord 
has  led  liiin.  Some  tune  after,  he  aiisured  me,  he  died  in  the  firm  belief  of  the 
doetrineft  he  had  preached,  mid  requested  I  would  write  to  his  friends  in 
SncfAii^  Hft  je«t  for  Mr>SiaJc»>  «»  ami>tM«  man^  ami  JQcacon  gf  his  chm-ch^ 
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mace  dead,  and  coasnked  with  him  about  the  intere§tft  of  the  duodi,  mitlcv* 
larlv  dbout  6btaintn<[^  a  succeswr  to  the  pastoral  office ;  and  as  the  nDowm^ 
Sabbath  was  the  sacramental  season,  when  he  wiis  assured  the  oixlinance 
would  be  administered  by  his  bretlircn  in  the  miniatry»  wlio  were  to  be  pn:seK 
on  the  occasdfsif  he  said,  *'  Next  Sabbatli,  when  you  are  feasting  below,  I  shall 
be  at  U)e  banquet  above."    He  fixed  on  the  place  of  his  interment,  and  re- 


cofnmUted  unto  him  agmnst  that  day.  From  this  time  he  inclined  to  be  alent» 
and  ftfemed  engaged  an  secret  prnj^cr.  On  Friday  was  rather  easier ;  and  on 
Satunlav  monung,  he  joined  in  prayer  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Hi^combe^ 
of  Philadelphia,  who  came  to  assist  at  an  ordination.  About  noon  lie  grew 
worse.  Dr.  Mosse,  one  of  the  members  of  his  church,  who  attended  him  in  liie 
last  stages  of  his  illness,  writes  thus,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  concerning  the  last, 
day  of  Mr.  Cook's  life :  "  Mr.  Cook  apjieartd  to  me  to  have  a  heart  fully  re- 
fcigfsed  to  the  will  of  God  ;  some  time  before  his  death,  he  tdd  me,  tliat  hia 
wTiole  hope  of  eternal  salvation  was  built  on  tlie  sure  foundation-stone,  Jesus 
Christ ;  but  I  do  not  feel,  said  he,  that  great  comfort  and  joy  I  have  often  ex- 
ueriouced,  and  which  1  felt  twel\'e  or  fourteen  days  ago,  as  noted  in  my  diary.*' 
ViKible  tokens  of  dissolution  inducing  a  tiieud  to  ask  if  he  sluiuld  pray  witih 
him,  he  gave  dissent,  and,  at  the  conclusion,  audibly  said.  Amen  ;  after  which^ 
lie  spoke  no  more  intelligibly^  but  continued  struggling  with  the  last  enemy  till 
lulf  past  three,  L4>txl*s  day  morning.  Sept  26,  1790;  when  he  was  released 
froin  all  his  labours,  leavuig  a  disconsolate  widow  under  great  affliction ;  aa 
only  child,  a  sou  by  liis  first  wifo,  about  15  years  of  age,  in  whom  all  his  earthly 
hopes  seined  to  cent^;  as  he  possesses  a  love  of  religkm,  with  a  thirst  foe 
*%  irning,*  and  a  church,  almost  evety  member  of  which  looked  to  him  as  ^ 
common  father  in  Christ  His  remains  were  interred  the  same  evening,  im- 
mediatelf  after  the  administration  of  the  sacrament,  wlien  a  verjr  tender  and 
arilmateu  exhortation,  to  an  audience  dissolved  iu  tears,  was  delivered  at  tli^ 
grave  by  Dr.  Htilcombc,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  charge  of  the  churclu 
The  fiuieral  sermon,  by  Dr.Furmun,  was  not  delivered  for  a  considerable  time 
af^er,  owing  partly  to  the  distance  of  80  miles,  and  partly  to  several  luiavoid- 
iible  liindrances,  Mrs.  Cook  sui*vived  her  husband  but  a  few  weeks,  being  ta- 
ken off  by  a  short  and  severe  illness.  Mr.  Cook  was  of  a  middle  stature,  and 
lender  mnke,  but  had  acquired  a  degree  of  coipulency  a  few  years  before  his 
d^lh.  His  mental  powers  were  good,  and  had  received  improvement  bv  an 
acquaiutiince  with  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  though  his  education  had  not 
\xetk  completed.  His  conversation  was  free  and  engaging.  As  a  preacher  he 
was  seakxis,  orthodox,  and  experimental.  He  spoke  with  animation  and  mii^h 
fervour  ;  though  his  talent  lay  so  much  in  the  persuasive,  that  at  the  end  of 
bis  sermon  he  li^qiientlv  left  the  audience  in  tears.  He  was  taken  from  his 
labottus  at  a  time  when  his  character  had  arisen  to  considerable  eminence,  and 
a  spacious  field  of  usefiilness  was  opening  all  aixnind  him»  and  at  a  time  when ' 
lie  was  greatly  endeai-ed  to  his  people.  He  was  a  little  in  advance  of  40  yean 
«it  the  time  of  his  death. 

TfaanccovilntifAfr,  Cooh  hjbund  in  Hi/ifion^B  Regiater^from  tvhlch  it  has 
keen  cofiied^  with  Utile  variation,  Some  exftremofis  which  regard  affaire 
"in  America  have  been  altered^  to  make  the  narrative  conform  to  the  firenent 
time.  What  changes  have  taken  place  in  the/iersona  and  events  described  in 
England,  lam  not  able  to  state^  only  that  Mr.  Perty^  wko  went  back  to  Enr- 
gia?idy  is  I  conclude  the  same  person  who  is  now  an  £/dscvfial  minister  in 
VHarleeton,  South-CaraSna. 

■ 

*  Tbii  ion,  Joiq)h  B.  CooV,  was  afterwards  educated  at  Providence  College,  R.  I» 
nd  k  now  a  respectable  minister  in  South-Carolina. 


hkgraphy  of  Lemuel  Covet.  Sslt 

htuvtt  CovEL  was,  It  is  believed,  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New- York  \  he  was  sent  out  into  tlie  ministry 
by  the  chuFch  in  Providence,  Saratoga  county,  thirty  oi^ 
forty  miles  above  Albany.  He  commenced  his  mini»ste- 
rial  labours  under  great  disadvantages,  being  both  poor 
and  illiterate ;  and  most  of  his  life  was  spent  under  the 
pressure  of  poverty  and  worldly  embarrassments.  But 
notwithstanding  he  was  obliged  to  labour  almost  conv 
stantly  for  his  support,  such  were  the  ahtonishing  pow* 
ers  of  his  mind,  that  he  became  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished  preachers  in  the  Baptist  connexion.  His  talents 
were  far  above  mediocrity,  his  voice  was  clear  and  ma^^ 
jestick,  and  his  address  was  manly  and  engaging.  The 
doctrine  of  salvation  by  the  cros^,  was  the  gratid  them< 
on  which  he  dwelt  with  peculiar  pleasure ;  and  his  preach- 
ing was  of  the  most  soUd,  perspicuous,  and  interesting 
Idnd.  He  lived  the  religion  he  professed,  and  exempli- 
fied by  his  conduct  the  rules  he  laid  down  for  others. 
As  an  itinerant  preacher,  his  zeal  and  success  were  equal, 
led  by  few ;  and  perhaps  exceeded  by  none  among  the 
American  preachers.  Missionary  concerns  lay  near  his 
heart ;  and  in  every  thing  pertaining  to  them,  he  seems 
to  have  been  a  kindred  spirit  to  the  famous  Pearce  of 
Birmingham.  He  travelled  much  among  the  churches 
in  New-York  and  New-England,  and  had  often  explored 
new  aad  destitute  regions.  A  little  while  before  his 
death,  the  church  in  Cheshire,  with  which  John  Leiand 
is  connected,  had  settled  him  as  their  pastor,  had  assum« 
ed  the  debts  in  which  misfortunes  had  involved  him^ 
and  his  prospects  for  comfort  and  usefulness  were  never 
greater.  As  he  was  much  inclined  to  travel,  the  church 
had  settled  him  under  the  expectation^  that  he  would  he 
with  them  but  a  part  of  the  time,  and  the  Missionary 
Society  of  Boston  most  gladly  afforded  him  their  patron* 
age  what  time  he  wished  to  itinerate.  Dark  and  mys« 
terious  indeed  was  that  providence,  which  cut  off,  in  the 
meridian  of  life,  and  in  the  nudst  of  usefulness^  this  wor«i^ 
thy  man.  His  consdtution,  naturally  slender,  had  bee& 
much  impaired  by  Arequent  attacks  of  disease,  and  by 
\m  too  extensive  labours  of  various  lands ;  and  while 
travelUng  as  a  missionary  in  Upper  Canada,  in  October^ 
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1806,  he,  afrer  a  short  illness,  finished  his  earthly  course*. 
Elders  Elkanah  Holmes  and  David  Irish  were,  at  that 
time,  engaged  in  the  same  field  of  missionary  labours; 
thg  last  of  whom  thus  describes  the  mournful  event  of 
Mr.  Covers  death. 

"  At  this  meetinp;,  (that  is,  at  CharlottevHle)  I  heard 
that  my  dear  brother  Covel  was  dangerously  ill.  I 
therefore  concluded  to  leave  them,  and  go  and  see  him, 
and  then  return  again.  The  attention  appeared  so  great 
in  many  places,  that  I  could  not  believe  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  leave  them  yet*  Accordingly,  on  Wednesday  I  set 
out,  accompanied  by  two  brethren-  We  were  at  this 
time  GO  miles  from  the  place  where  brother  Covel  was 
sick.  We  rode  until  we  came  within  about  20  miies,^ 
when  we  heard  he  was  dead  and  buried  !  Oh,  how  my 
poor  heart  felt !  I  was  left  among  strangers  almost  d(X) 
miles  from  home,  and  one  of  the  most  dear  and  intimate 
friends  I  ever  had,  taken  away  in  such  an  unexpected 
time !  But  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  has  and  will  do 
tight.  Brother  Covel  had  done  his  work,  and  went  off  ia 
the  triumphs  of  faith.  We  came  to  the  place  the  next 
morning,,  and  found  Elder  Holmes  preaching  his  funeral 
s&rmon,  and  a  solemn  time  it  was.  After  sermon  we 
attended  to  settling  brother  Covel's  business,  and  the 
Dext  day  set  out  to  return  to  Townsend,  where  we  ar- 
rived the  day  following,  and  found  the  church  met 
together  ;  and  when  we  informed  them  of  the  death  of 
brother  Covel,  the  wlu>le  assembly  appeared  to  be  most 
deeply  affected.  It  appears  that  this  church  was  mostly 
the  fruit  of  his  labours  in  his  former  visits.  When  he 
was  with  them  last  year,  he  assisted  in  their  constitution* 
I  think  I  may  truly  say,  that  there  has  never  been  any 
preacher  in  these  part:^  more  highly  and:  more  universaU 
ly  esteemed  tlian  he  was  \  and  a  greater  and  more  uni- 
versal lamentatiou  I  never  heard  in  any  place  for  any 
man,  than  in  Upper  Canada  for  him.  But  alas !  he  is 
gone.  May  God  grant^  that  like  Samson,  he  may  slay 
more  at  his  death  than  he  has  done  in  all  his  life.  Some 
of  the  church  in  Townsend,  in  their  lamentation,  would 
break  their  silence  and  cry  out,  '^  O,  my  father  in  the 
gospel  !"  *'  O  that  blessed  minister  of  Christ,  who  was 
used  as  God's  instrument  to  open  my  eyes — ^shall  I  never 
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see  him  again  in  this  world  !"  We  then  joined  and 
sang  the  third  hymn  of  the  second  book  of  Dr.  Watts^ 
and  concluded  the  opportunity  in  prayer  to  Ahnighty 
God,  that  he  would  sanctify  this  dispensation  to  the 
good  of  many  precious  souls." 

Mr,  Covel  left  a  widow  and  five  children  to  mourn 
kis  loss. 


Elijah  Craig  wa*  one  of  the  first  converts  to  the 
Baptist  preaching  in  Virginia.  When  Mr.  Samuel  Harris 
came  and  preached  an  experience  of  grace  in  Pittsylvania, 
he  found  his  heart  could  testify  to  the  truth  of  it,  having 
some  time  previously  experienced  a  change,  which  he  had 
not  viewed  as  conversion,  but  only  the  encouragement 
of  Heaven  to  go  on  to  seek.  He  was  now  so  strengthen-^ 
ed,  that,  in  conjunction  with  certain  young  converts  in 
his  neighbourhood,  who  were  of  the  Regular  Baptists,  he 
undertook  to  exhort,  &c.  and  to  hold  little  meetings  in 
the  neighbourhood.  His  tobacco-hou<e  was  their  chapel. 
Being  most  of  them  labouring  men,  they  used  to  labour 
all  day,  and  hold  meetings  almost  every  night,  at  each 
other's  houses,  and  on  Sundays  at  the  above-mentioned 
tobaccO'house.  By  these  little  prayer  and  exhortation 
meetings,  great  numbers  were  awakened  and  several 
converted. 

Mr.  Craig  was  one  of  the  constituents  of  the  Upper 
Spottsylvania  church  ;  he  was  also  one  of  those  who  were 
afterwards  dismissed  from  it,  to  form  the  church  on  iBlue 
Run,  over  which  he  was  soon  afterwards  ordained  pastor. 
He  was  certainly  a  great  blessing  to  Blue  Run  church  ; 
for  under  his  care  they  flourished.  He  was  accounted  a 
preacher  of  considerable  talents  for  that  day  ;  which^ 
united  to  his  zeal,  honoured  him  with  the  attention  of  his 
persecutors.  They  sent  the  sheriflF  and  posse  after  him, 
when  at  his  plough.  He  was  taken  and  carried  before 
three  magistrates  of  Culpepper.  They,  without  hearing 
arguments,  pro  or  con,  ordered  him  to  jail.  At  court,  he, 
with  others,  was  arraigned.  One  of  the  lawyers  told 
the  Court,  they  had  better  discharge  them  ;  for  that  op<« 
pressing  them,  wx)uld  rather  advance  than  retard  them. 
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He  said,  they  were  like  a  bed  of  camothile ;  the  iiiofe 
they  were  trod,  tlje  more  they  would  spread.  The  Court 
thought  otherwise,  and  weire  determined  to  imprison 
them.  Some  of  the  Court  were  of  opinion,  that  they 
ought  to  be  confined  in  a  dose  dungeon ;  but  the  maj€>ri> 
ity  were  for  giving  them  the  bounds.  After  staying 
there  one  month,  preacl>ing  to  all  who  came,  he  gave 
bond  for  good  behaviour,  and  came  out.  He  was  also  con- 
fined in  Orange  jail,  at  another  time.  He  was  a  preacher 
of  usefulness  for  many  years  after  he  commenced  ;  but 
tinaliy  falling  too  much  into  land  Speculations,  his  min? 
istry  was  greatly  hindered.  In  1786,  he  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky, where,  continuing  his  land  speculations,  that  bewil- 
dering pursuit,  which  has  ruined  tne  reputation  and  use* 
fulness  of  so  many  in  Kentucky  and  elsewhere,  he  became 
obnoxious  to  the  chqrch,  and  was  excommunicated  1791. 
How  long  he  stayed  out,  is  not  known.  He  was,  how- 
ever, restored  ;  and  continued  in  the  church  until  the 
year  J  808,  when  he  died. 

He  was  naturally  of  a  censorious  temper  ;  and  always 
jeemed  better  pleased  to  find  out  the  feults  than  the  vir- 
tues of  mankind.  This,  however,  so  long  as  he  was  warm 
in  religion,  was  checked  by  a  superior  principle  j  but 
after  he  declined  in  his  religious  <sxercises,  and  became  a 
land  speculator,  he  could  seldom  be  pleased.  As  good  a 
proof  as  any  that  can  be  named,  of  this  peevish  temper^ 
may  be  gathered  from  two  pamphlet?,  his  only  writings 
that  Have  ever  been  published.  In  the  one,  he  under- 
takes to  prove  that  stationed  preachers  or  pastors  of 
churches,  are  precluded,  by  the  Scriptures,  from  receiv- 
ing any  compensation  for  their  services.  In  this  pam- 
phlet, he  takes  so  many  opportunities  to  condemn  preach- 
ers for  being  monev-seekers,  that  it  would  seem  the  main 
design  of  the  publicatioil  was,  to  indulge  a  fault-finding 
temper.  The  maintaining  of  such  a  sentiment  was  cen- 
surable, because  it  is  contrary  to  Scripture  and  reason ; 
and  it  was  certainly  ridiculous  to  advance  it  in  Kentucky^ 
where  preachers  are  so  much  and  so  generally  neglected 
by  the  churches.  A  person,  acquainted  with  the  negli- 
gent spirit  and  parsimonious  maxims  of  the  Kentucky 
Baptists,  in  viewing  the  ut!e-page  of  this  pamphlet,  would 
be  led  to  think  that  the  author  intended  ironically  to  r^r 


Bkgrapby  rf  Samuel  Eccks.  S9S 

prove  the  chuiches,  rather  tkan  to  censure  the  avarice  of 
tbeir  nuAisters.  Hi$  other  pamphlet  was  a  personal  phi^ 
Kppic  against  Jacob  Creath,  on  account  of  some  private 
dispute  between  Creath  and  a  Mr.  Lewis ;  the  former  the 
pastor,  and  the  latter  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
Town^Fork  church,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lexington. 
Without  saying  any  thing  about  the  merits  of  the  case,  or 
the  provocation  given  by  Mr.  Creath,  candour  compels  us 
to  say,  that  no  provocation  can  justify  the  style  of  this 
pamphlet.  It  is  written  with  a  pen  dipt  in  poison.  The 
Baptists  are  a  free  people  ;  and  every  one  in  these  mat- 
ters, says  and  does  that  which  seemeth  right  in  his  own 
eyes :  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  present,  nor  any 
other  generation,  will  ever  witness  another  publication, 
written  in  the  style  or  temper  of  the  above  pamphlet ; 
and  that,  too,  by  one  Baptist  preacher  against  another. 


Sa.mu£i.  Eccles  was  a  native  of  Roscommon,  in  Ire- 
land, and  began  professional  life  in  the  capacity  of  a  mer- 
chant, in  hb  own  country  \  but  proving  unfortunate  in 
trade,  soon  after  his  engaging  in  it,  he  went  to  France, 
and  as  a  friend  to  liberty,  took  an  active  part  in  the  rev- 
ohitionary  war,  in  which  that  country  was  then  engaged. 
But  the  enormities  practised  there,  under  the  name  of 
liberty,  both  by  the  government  and  army,  induced  him, 
in  a  little  time,  to  resign  his  commission,  and  come  to 
America.  He  landed  in  South-Carolina ;  and  here  it 
pleased  God,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  to  impress  his  mind 
with  the  importance  and  excellence  of  religion;  and,,-" 
jtom  being  a  man  of  the  world  and  a  soldier,  he  became 
eminent  for  piety  and  devotion.  Having  made  a  seri- 
ous profession  of  religion,  his  attention  was  turned  to  the 
ministry  ;  and  that  he  might  be  qualified  to  perform  the 
duties  of  this  important  station  to  advantage,  he  availed 
himsdf  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Baptist  Education  Fund,  belonging  to  the  Charles- 
ton Association,  and  engaged  in  the  course  of  classical 
^d  theological  studies,  which  he  pursued  about  four 
years,  with  close  a^ptication,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rot^erts, 
^ar  Stateborg*    He  had  been  for  some  time  pastor  of 
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a  clnircfa  in  the  x^pper  part  of  this  State ;  and  though  Iiv« 
iDg  at  a  distance,  preached  at  stated  times  in  Orange- 
burg, where  he  was  solicited  to  settle  ;  but  having,  about 
two  months  before  his  death,  married  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev,  Timothy  Durgan,  of  Jeffer's  Creek,  be  had  just 
changed  his  residence  to  that  place,  and  was  entered  on 
an  apparently  extensive  field  of  usefulness,  when  it  pleas* 
ed  God,  who  is  infinitely  wise  and  sovereign  in  his  coun* 
sels  and  dispensations,  by  a  short  but  sharp  illness,  to 
remove  him  to  the  world  of  spirits,  August  1 2,  1 808. 
Mr.  Eccles*  age  is  not  mentioned,  but  he  was,  probably, 
about  40  years  old. 

His  natural  and  acquired  abilities  were  respectable ; 
lus  character  fair  ;  his  disposition  amiable,  and  his  use- 
fulness conspicuous.  As  a  preacher  he  was  zealous  and 
active,  and  manifested  an  extensive  acquaintance  with 
the  heart  and  conscience,  which  he  addressed  with  great 
seriousness.  In  his  preaching,  he  insisted  much  on  the 
great  peculiarities  of  the  gospel,  considered  as  a  dispen- 
sation of  free,  sovereigti,  and  glorious  grace,  extended 
through  a  Redeemer  to  guilty,  dying  men,  and  strongly 
enforced  the  necessity  ot  experimental,  practical  godli- 
neaSm  One  who  knew  him  well  and  fek  as  a  friend,  in 
giving  information  of  his  death,  writes,  ^^  He  bore  his 
last  affliction  with*  placid  resignation  and  unrepining  pa- 
tience/' 


MoaoAN  Edwards,  a.m.—- *^The  following  biograph* 
ical  sketch  of  this  truly  eminent  man,  and  distii^ished 
piTomoter  of  the  Baptist  cause  in  America,  was  drawn  by 
Dr.  William  Rogers  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  sermon  preach* 
ed  at  his  funeral,  and  by  him  communicated  to  Dr.  Rip- 
pon,  of  London,  who  published  it  in  the  12th  No.  of 
his  Annual  Register,  from  which  it  is  now  extracted* 
The  sermon,  which  for  some  cause  was  not  printed,  was 
preached  in  the  1st  Baptist  Church  in  Philadelphia,  Feb.- 
22, 1 795,  on  2  Cor.  vi.  8.  By  honour  and  dishonour  ;  by  evii- 
report  and  good  report ;  as  deceivers  and  yet  true.  The 
Doctor,  after  a  general  and  pertinent  illustration  of  ht» 
text,  thus  proceeds:    "My   highly  esteemed    frienil 
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and  iather,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan  Edwards,  requested^ 
a&  you  liave  already  been  informed,  that  these  wordB 
should  be  preached  from,  as  soon  as  convenient  after 
his  decease*  1  presume  he  found  them  descriptive  of 
what  he  met  with  in  the  course  of  his  ministry. 

'^  Honour^  Mr.  Edwards  certainly  had,  both  in  Europe 
and  America.  The  College  and  Acactemy  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  a  very  early  period,  honoured  him  as  a  man  of 
learning,  and  a  popular  preacher,  with  a  difdoma,  consti* 
tuting  him  Master  of  ArU  ;  this  was  followed  by  a  degree 
ad  eundem  in  the  year  i  7t)9,  from  the  College  of  Rhode- 
Island,  being  the  first  commencement  in  that  institution^ 
In  this  seminary  he  held  a  Fdlawsbip^  and  filled  it  with 
reputation,  till  he  voluntarily  resigned  it  in  1 7^ ;  age 
and  distance  having  rendered  him  incapable  of  attend- 
ing the  meetings  of  the  Corporation  any  longer. 

'^  He  also  met  with  dishonour  ;  but  he  complained  not 
much  of  this,  as  it  was  occasioned  by  his  strong  attach- 
ment to  the  Royal  Family  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  American  war,  which  fixed  on  him  the 
n^me  of  a  Tory :  this  I  should  have  omitted  mentioning 
had  not  the  deceased  expressly  enjoined  it  upoo  me. 
For  any  person  to  have  been  so  marked  out  in  those 
days,  was  enough  to  bring  on  political  opposition  and 
destruction  of  property  \  all  of  which  took  place  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Edwards,  though  he  never  harboured  the 
thought  of  doing  the  least  injury  to  the  United  States, 
by  abetting  the  cause  of  our  enemies. 

"  A  good  report  our  departed  brother  also  had.  The 
numerous  letters  brought  with  him  across  the  Atlantick, 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Gill  and  others,  reported  hand- 
some things  of  him  \  and  so  did,  in  return,  the  let- 
ters that  went  from  America  to  the  then  parent  country. 

^^  Evil  reports  also  fell  to  his  share  ;  but  most  of  these 
were  false  reports,  and  therefore  he  gave  credit  for  them 
as  a  species  of  persecution.  And  even  the  title  of  de- 
ceiver did  not  escape  him.  Often  has  he  been  told  that 
he  was  an  Arminian,  though  he  professed  to  be  a  Calvin- 
1st ;  that  he  was  a  Universalist  in  disguise,  &c«  Yet  he 
was  true  to  his  pi-inciples.  These  may  be  seen  in  our 
confession  of  faith,  agreeing  with  that  republished  by 
the  Baptist  churches  assembled  at  London,  in  the  year 
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1689«  He  sddom  meddled  with  the  five  polemicail 
points  'f  but  when  he  did,  he  always  avoided  almsive 
language.  The  charge  of  Universalism  brought  against 
lum  was  not  altogether  groundless  ;  for  though  he  was 
not  a  Universalitit  himself,  he  professed  a  great  regard 
for  many  who  were,  and  he  would  sometimes  take  their 
part  against  violent  opposers,  in  order  to  inculcate  mod- 
^aration. 

*<  Mr.  Edwards  was  born  in  Trevethia  parish,  Mon* 
mouthshire,  in  the  principality  of  Wales,  on  Afay  9th, 
172S,  old  style  ;  and  had  his  grammar  l&rning  in  the 
same  parish,  at  a  vilhige  called  Trosnat ;  afterwards  he 
was  placed  in  the  Baptist  seminary  at  Bristol,  in  Old- 
England,  at  the  time  the  president's  chair  was  filled  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Foskett.  He  entered  on  the  ministry  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age.  After  he  had  finished 
his  academical  studies,  he  went  to  Boston  in  Lincoln^ 
shire,  where  he  continued  seven  years,  preaching  the 
gospel  to  a  small  congregation  in  that  town.  From 
Boston,  he  removed  to  Cork,  in  Ireland,  where  he  was 
ordained,  June  1,  1757,  and  resided  nine  years.  From 
Cork  he  returned  to  Great^Britatn,  and  preached  about 
twelve  months  at  Rye,  in  Sussex.  While  at  Rye,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Gill,*  and  other  London  ministers,  in  pursu- 
ance of  letters  which  they  received  from  this  churchy 
(Philadelphia)  urged  him  to  pay  you  a  visit.  He  com- 
plied, took  his  passage  for  Anierica,  arrived  here  May 
23,  1761,  and  shortFy  afterwards  became  your  pastor. 
He  had  the  oversight  of  this  church  for  many  years  ; 
voluntarily  resigned  his  office,  when  he  found  the  cause, 
which  was  so  near  and  dear  to  his  heart,  sinking  under 
his  hands  ;  but  continued  preaching  to  the  people,  tiH 
they  obtained  another  minister,  the  person  who  wm  ad^ 
dresses  jou^  in  the  procuring  of  whom  he  was  not  inactive. 

^'  After  this,  Mr.  Edwards  purchased  a  plantation  in 
Newark,  New-Castle  county.  State  of  Delaware,  and 

*  It  b  said,  that  the  church  la  Philadelphia,  sent  to  Dr.  Gill  of  London,  to 
assist  them  in  dbtaining  a  pastor ;  but  that  tliev  required  so  many  aocomplish- 
raents  to  he  united  in  him,  that  the  Dr.  wrote  them  back,  that  he  did  not  know 
as  he  could  iind  a  man  in  England  who  would  answer  their  descripdon ;  iu- 
forming  them,  at  the  same  time,  that  Mr.  Morgan  Edwards,  who  was  then 
preaching  in  Rye,  in  the  county  ii  Sussex,  oaoie  the  iMRroit  of  any  tut  wh» 
could  be  obtainvd. 
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tooved  thither  with  his  family  in  the  year  1772 ;  he  con- 
tinued preaching  the  word  of  liiFe  and  salvation  in  a  num- 
ber of  vacant  churches,  till  the  commencement  of  the 
American  wan  He  then  desisted,  and  remained  silent, 
.till  after  the  termination  of  our  revolutionary  troubles, 
and  a  consequent  reconciliation  with  this  church.  He 
then  occasionally  read  lectures  in  divinity  in  this  city^ 
and  other  parts  of  Pennsylvania ;  also  in  New-Jersey^ 
Delaware^  and  New«£ngland ;  but  for  very  particular 
and  affecting  reasons*  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to 
resume  the  sacred  character  of  a  minister. 

^'  bur  worthy  friend  departed  this  life,  at  Pencader, 
New-Castle  county,  Delaware  State^  on  Wednesday  the 
28th  of  January,  1795,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age  ;  and 
was  buried,  agreeable  to  his  own  desire,  in  the  aisle  of 
this  meeting-house,  with  his  first  wife  and  their  children  ; 
her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Nunn,  originally  of  Cork, 
in  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  several  children,  all  of  whom 
%te  dead,  excepting  two  sons,  William  and  Joshua;  tl^ 
first,  if  alive,  is  a  military  officer  iii  the  British  service ; 
the  other  is  now  present  with  us,  paying  this  last  publick 
tribute  of  filial  affection  to  the  memory  of  a  fond  and  pi* 
ous  parent.  Mr.  Edwards's  second  wife  was  a  Mrs. 
Singleton,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  who  is  also  dead,  by 
whom  he  had  no  issue. 

'^  Several  of  Mr.  Edwards^s  pieces  have  appeared  in 
|)rint j  viz.  1 .  A  Farewell  Discourse,  delivered  at  the  Bap- 
tist meeting-house  in  Rye,  Feb.  8, 1 76 1 ,  on  Acts  xx.  25,26. 
And  now  J  behold^  I  know  that  ye  aJlf  among  whom  I  have  gone 

♦  The  delicate  circumstances  in  which  Dr.  Rogers  was  placed,  at  th»  time 
he  delivered  this  discourse,  was  probably  the  reason  why  he  was  not  more  ex- 
plicit on  the  subject  here  referreu  ta  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Edwards^  in  the  midst 
of  his  troubles,  was  guilty,  in  a  few  instances  at  least,  of  usine  intemperately  an 
antidote^  too  often  resorted  to  in  the  time  of  trouble.  Ann  as  he  hail  always 
maintained  the  sentiment,  that  it  was  improper  for  a  diinister  di  the  |;ospel, 
after  what  mav  be  called  a  catiitcU  fall,  ever  again  to  resume  his  ministerial 
office^  be,  ftir  the  remainder  ot  his  days,  carriecfhis  belief  into  practical  oper^ 
atiun.  It  is  painful  to  have  occasion  to  relate  an  affair,  so  much  against  the 
reputation  of  a  man  So  good  and  great  as  Mr.  Edwards,  his  slips  and  mistakes 
notwithstanding :  but  it  is  hoped  the  Baptists  generally  will  profit  by  the  un- 
jpleasant  story  ;  and  that  those  ministers,  (and  some  it  must  be  acknowledged 
there  are)  who  are  so  unhappy  as  to  be  left  to  sinular  falls,  would  imitate  ms 
example,  instead  of  crowding  themselves  forward,  with  their  bespattered  gar- 
ments, to  the  grief  of  their  brethren,  and  to  the  injury  of  the  cause  which  tncf 
endeavour  to  promote.  A  preacher,  whose  reputation  is  sallied,  either  by  wom- 
«t  or  wtne,  (his  greatest  foes)  is  like  a  broken  lod&in|^glass,which  may  be  meod- 
mI,  it  is  true^  so  as  to  do  ;t8  fotmer  service ;  but  it  will  always  bf  a  broken  tUiif. 
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preaching  the  kingdom  ofGod^  shall  see  my  face  no  more:  where'-- 
fore^  I  take  you  to  record  this  day^  that  I  am  pure  from  the 
Mood  of  all  men.  This  passed  through  two  editions,  Svc 
2d.  A  Sermon  preached  in  the  College  of  Philadelphia,  at 
the  ordination  of  the  Rev,  Samuel  Jones,  (now  D.D.) 
with  a  narrative  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ordination 
was  conducted,  8vo.  3d.  The  Customs  of  Primitive 
"Churches,  or  a  set  of  Propositions  relative  to  the  Name, 
Materials,  Constitution,  Powers,  Officers,  Ordinances,  &c. 
of  a  Church ;  to  which  are  added,  their  proofs  from 
Scripture,  and  historical  narratives  of  the  manner  in 
which  most  of  them  have  been  reduced  to  practice,  4to. 
This  book  was  intended  for  the  Philadelphian  Associa- 
tion, in  hopes  they  would  have  improved  on  the  plan,  so 
that  their  joint  productions  might  have  introduced  a  full 
and  unexceptionable  treatise  of  church  discipline.  4th. 
A  New.Year*s  Gift ;  a  Sermon  preached  in  this  house,. 
Jan.  1,  1770,  from  these  words.  This  year  thou  shalt  die  ; 
which  passed  through  four  editions.     What  gave  rise* 

*  "  It  has  often  been  said,  that  when  ^^reat  men  err,  they  err  eeregiouslj^. 
So  did  Mr.  Edwards  in  the  instance  to  which  his  biographer  here  refers.  Led 
b^  a  mere  foolish  imfiuiae^  and  not  by  Scriiitiire,  the  eood  roan  persuaded  hinK 
•elf,  that  he  should  die  on  a  certain  day,  and  accoixung))^  fireached  hia  ovm 
funeral  Hcrmon  ;  but  the  event  did  not  answer  to  the  pmliction :  ^he  coald  not 
(!Be  foi^  his  life."  Wisdom  was  learrit  froBi;  tblly»  and  many  said,  «ev  have  the 
Scripture  to  walk  t^;  a  more  sure  word  than  voices,  new  revelations  and  inw 
pulses,  to  which  we  do  well  to  take  heed,  as  to  a  li^ht  that  skineth  in  a  dark 
place.  This  was  a  teaching  lesson.  The  late  excellent  Mr.  George  White- 
field  was,  in  his  earlier  days,  under  a  similar  delusion.  His  wife  was  with 
diild  ;  he  conjecltired  slie  would  bring  forth  a  son  ;  slie  did — they  called  his 
name  John;  in  all  this  theiv  was  no  harm ;  but  Mr.  Wliitefield  believed  that 
the  child  was  not  only  to  be  continued  to  him,  but  to  be  a  pi*eacher  of  the  ev- 
erlasting gospel  •*  Satan  was  perniitted,"  says  he,  '*to  give  me  some  Wrcjocr 
Imprcssitms,  whereby,  as  I  now  hnd,  InuMfi/ilied  several  texta  of  Scripture^ 
About  a  week  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  his  fatlier  liapiized  him  in  the  Tab- 
ernacle.^— ^Tliousands  went  away  big  with  liopes,  that  tne  child  would  hereaf- 
ter be  employed  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  Mr.  Whitefield  as  much  so- 
as  any  of  them ;  but  litde  John  died  when  he  was  about  fuiir  months  old,  with- 
out beint;^  great  in  the  »g^t  of  tlie  Lnixi,  as  his  father  had  promised  himself 
This  mistake  was  over-ruled  in  mercy,  and  the  gi^eat  and  good  man  himself 
thus  cxMicludes  the  narrative  of  this  anair,  (letter  547th,  vol.  2d  of  his  works:) 
**  I  hope  what  happened  before  his  birtli,  and  since  at  Ins  death,  has  taught 
mc  such  lessons,  as,  if  dul)^  improved,  mav  render  iiis  mistaken  parent  more 
sober  minded,  more  experienced  in  Satan's  devices^  and  consequently  more 
useful,  in  his  future  labours,  to  the  church  of  God."  How  proper,  that  minis- 
ters andCbmtians  should  learn  from  these  instances,  to  avoid  allenthosiasdck 
impulses,  and  be  concerned  to  put  God's  meaning  on  God's  word !" 

Jii/ipon*8  Register, 

I  find  that  some  of  Mr.  Edwards's  ftiends  are  unwilling  to  admit  that  he  in- 
tended the  discourse  above  mentioned  for  his  funeral  scnnon.  But  I  have  been 
Ksnured  by  one  of  his  most  confidential  friends,  that  the  story  is  literally  true  ;. 
and  Ihat  he  did  actually  request  one  of  the  senior  ministers  in  the  PliUadelphia 
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to  this  discourse  will  probably  be  recollected  for  many 
years  to  come.  5th.  Materials  towards  a  History  of  the 
Baptists  in  Pennsylvania,  both  British  and  German,  dis-< 
tinguished  into  First*day,  Keithian,  Seventh-day,  Tunker, 
and  Rogerene  Baptists,  12mo.  1792.  The  motto  of 
both  volumes  is,  Lo !  a  people  thai  divell  alone^  and  shall 
not  be  reckoned  among  tie  nations*  7th.  A  Treatise  on  the 
Millennium.  8th.  ATreatise  on  the  NewHeaven  andNew 
Earth :  this  was  re-printed  in  London«  9th.  Res  Sacra^  a 
Translation  from  the  Latin.  The  subject  of  this  piece  is 
an  enumeration  of  all  the  acts  of  publick  worship,  which 
the  New-Testament  styles  offerings  and  sacrifices  ;  among 
which,  giving  money  for  religious  uses  is  one  ;  and  there- 
fore, according  to  Mr.  Edwards's  opinion,  is  to  be  done  in 
tlie  places  of  publick  worship,  and  with  equal  devotion. 

^'  Besides  what  he  gave  to  his  intimate  friends  as  to* 
kens  of  personal  regard,  he  has  left  behind  him  42  vol* 
umes  of  sermons,  1 2  sermons  to  a  volume,  all  written  in 
a  large  print  hand  ;  also  about  a  dozen  volumes  in  quar- 
to, on  special  subjects,  in  some  of  which  he  was  respon* 
dent,  and  therefore  they  may  not  contain  his  own  real 
sentiments.  These, with  many  other  things,unite  to  shew 
that  he  was  no  idler. 

^^  He  used  to  recommend  it  to  ministers  to  write  their 
sermons  at  large,  but  not  to  read  them  in  the  pulpit ;  if 
he  did,  he  advised  the  preacher  to  write  a  large,  fair 
hand,  and  make  himself  so  much  master  of  his  subject, 
that  a  glauce  might  take  in  a  whole  page.  Being  a  good 
classick,  and  a  man  of  refinement,he  was  vexed  with  such 
discourses  from  the  pulpit  as  deserved  no  attention,  and 
much  more  to  hear  barbarisms  ;  because,  as  he  used  to 
say,  "  They  were  arguments  either  of  vanity  or  indo- 
lence, or  both  ;  for  an  American,  with  an  English  gram- 
mar in  his  hand,  a  learned  friend  at  his  elbow,  and  close 
application  for  six  months,  might  make  himself  master 
of  his  mother  tongue." 

"  The  Baptist  churches  are  much  indebted  to  Mn 
Edwards.     They  will  long  remember  the  time  and  taU 

Association,  to  preach  a  sermon  at  his  interment  AUhou^i  Mr.  Edwanit 
tived  twenty-hve  years  after  this  event,  yet  he  did  actiiaH)r  die,  at  the  time,  in 
a  figurative  sense.  And  it  i^  repoited  of  iiini,  tliat.he  said  to  a  friend,  soiiie 
lime  alter  this  unpleasant  affcur  happened,  that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  inipul- 
wsL\  &jr  he  thought  it  was  the  vaan^  and  nut  the  mnUier^  that  should  die. 
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ents  he  devoted  to  their  best  interests  both  in  Europe  * 
and  America.  Very  far  was  he  from  a  selfish  person. 
When  the  arrears  of  his  salary,  as  pastor  of  this  church, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  /372,  and  he  \vas  put  in 
possession  of  a  house,  by  the  church,  till  the  princi-. 
pal  and  interest  should  be  paid,  he  resigned  the  house, 
and  relinquished  a  great  part  of  the  debt,  lest  the  church 
should  be  distressed. 

"  The  College  of  Rhode-Island  is  also  greatly  behold* 
en  to  him  for  his  vigorous  exertions  at  home  and  abroad^ 
in  raising  money  for  that  institution,  and  for  his  particu^ 
lar  activity  in  procuring  its  charter.  This  he  deemed 
the  greatest  service  he  ever  did  for  the  honour  of  the 
Baptist  name.  As  one  of  its  first  sons,  I  cheerfully  make 
this  publick  testimony  of  his  laudable  and  ^ell-timed 
zeal. 

•*  In  the  first  volume  of  his  Materials,  he  proposed  a 
plan  for  uniting  all  the  Baptists  on  the  continent  in  one 
body  politick,  by  having  the  Association  of  Philadelphia 
(the  centre)  incorporated  by  charter,  and  by  taking  one 
delegate  out  of  each  Association  into  the  corporation ; 
but  finding  this  impracticable  at  that  time,  he  visited  the 
churches  from  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia,  gathering 
materials  towards  the  histoiy  of  the  whole.  Permit 
me  to  add,  that  this  plan  of  union,  as  yet,  has  not  suc- 
ceeded. 

"  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  moving  cause  of  having  the 
minutes  of  the  Philadelphia  Association  printed,  which 
he  could  not  bring  to  bear  for  some  years ;  and  there- 
fore,  at  his  own  expense,  he  printed  tables,  exhibiting; 
the  original  and  annual  state  of  the  associating  churches, 

"There  was  nothing  uncommon  in  Mr.  Ed\vards's 
person  ;  but  he  possessed  an  original  genius.  By  his 
travels  in  JEngland,  Ireland  and  America,  commixing 
with  all  sorts  of  people,  and  by  clpse  application  to  read- 
ing, he  had  attained  a  remarkable  ease  of  behaviour  in 
company,  and  was  furnished  with  something  pleasant 
or  informing  to  say  on  all  occasions.  His  Greek  Testa- 
ment was  his  favourite  companion,  of  which  he  was  a 
complete  master ;  his  Hebrew  Bible  next,  but  he  was 
not  so  well  versed  in  the  Hebrew  as  in  the  Greek  lan- 
guage ;  however,  he  knew  so  much  of  both  as  authorii: 
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3ed  him  to  say,  as  he  often  did,  that  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew  are  the  two  eyes  of  a  minister,  and  the  trans*- 
lations  are  but  commentaries ;  because  they  vary  in 
sense  as  commentators  do.  He  preferred  the  ancient 
British  version  above  any  other  version  that  he  had 
read ;  observing  that  the  idioms  of  the  Welsh  fitted 
those  of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek,  like  hand  and  glove, 

**  Our  aged  and  respectable  friend  is  gone  the  way  of 
all  the  earth  ;  but  he  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  with 
the  utmost  composure  closed  his  eyes  on  all  the  things 
of  time.  Though  he  is  gone,  this  is  not  gone  with 
him  ;  it  remains  with  us,  that  the  Baptist  interest  was 
ever  uppermost  ^Hith  him,  and  that  he  laboured  more  to 
promote  it,  than  to  promote  his  own  ;  and  this  he  did, be- 
cause he  believed  it  to  be  the  interest  of  Christ  above  any 
in  Christendom.  His  becoming  a  Baptist  was  the  eflfect 
of  previous  examination  and  conviction,  having  been 
brought  up  in  the  Episcopal  church,  for  which  church 
he  retained  a  particular  regard  during  his  whole  life." 


Benjamin  Foster,  d.  d.  late  pastor  of  the  first  Bap- 
tist  church  in  the  city  of  New- York,  descended  from 
respectable  parents  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
was  born  at  Danvers,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  Massachu- 
setts, June  12,  1750. 

Agreeably  to  the  custom  of  his  native  State,  he  receiv- 
ed the  early  part  of  his  education  at  the  town  school ; 
and  as  he  evinced,  from  his  tender  years,  a  remarkably 
devoyt  and  pious  disposition,  his  parents  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  academical  pursuits  in  that  seminary,  in 
order  to  fit  him  for  the  University,  where  they  intended 
to  fi^  him,  ^s  soon  as  his  age  would  admit  of  his  remov- 
al from  under  their  immediate  care.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  was  placed  at  Yale  College,  in  Connecticut, 
at  that  time  under  the  direction  of  the  learned  and  pious 
President  Dagget,  where  he  soon  distinguished  himself, 
no  less  by  hi^  religious  and  exemplary  life,  than  by  his 
assiduity  and  success  in  classical  literature. 

About  this  tim6,  several  tracts  relative  to  the  proper 
subjects  of  baptism,  and  also  to  the  scriptural  mode  of 
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administering  that  divine  ordinance  having  made  their 
appearance^  the  matter  was  considerably  agitated  in  col- 
lege,  and  fixed  on  as  a  proper  subject  for  discussion. 
Mr.  Foster  was  appointed  to  defend  infant  sprinkling. 
To  prepare  himself  for  the  dispute,  he  used  Ae  utmosit 
exertion  :  he  endeavoured  to  view  the  question  in  every, 
light  in  which  he  could  possibly  place  it :  he  carefully 
searched  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  examined  the  history 
of  the  church  from  the  times  of  the  Apostles.  The  re- 
sult however  was  very  different  from  what  had  been  ex- 
pected ;  for  when  the  day  appointed  for  discussion  arriv- 
ed, he  was  so  far  from  being  prepared  to  defend  infant 
sprinkling,  that,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  officers 
of  the  college,  he  avowed  himself  a  decided  convert  to 
the  doctrine,  that  only  those  who  profess  faith  in  Christ 
are  the  subjects,  and  that  immersion  only  is  the  mode  of 
Christian  baptism  ;  and  of  which  he  continued,  ev^r  af* 
ter,  a  steady,  zealous  and  powerful  advocate. 

His  mind  was  impressed  with  serious  concern  at  an 
early  period,  but  he  had  nearly  arrived  at  manhood  be- 
fore he  obtained  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  having 
passed  from  death  unto  life.  While  a  youth,  his  tempta- 
tions to  blaspheme,  were  often  so  strong,  that,  as  he  re- 
lated to  some  pious  friends,  he  has  laid  fast  hold  of  his 
lips,  to  prevent  himself  from  sinning  against  hb  Creator. 

He  graduated  about  the  year  1772,  soon  after  which 
he  was  baptized,  and  joined  the  church  in  Boston,  of 
which  Samuel  Stillman,  D.  D.  was  pastor,  under  whose 
fostering  care  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  divinity^ 
and  took  upon  himself  the  charge  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  Leicester,  Massachusetts,  over  which  he  was  the  same 
year  regularly  ordained  as  pastor.  During  his  residence 
in  that  place,  he  published  a  tract,  entitled,  ^^  The  Wash- 
ing of  Regeneration,  or  the  Divine  Rite  of  Immersion," 
in  answer  to  a  treatise  on  the  subject  of  baptism,  written 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fish.  And  soon  after  he  published  his 
^'  Primitive  Baptism  defended,  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
John  Cleaveland  ;"  in  both  of  which  he  discovered  con- 
siderable erudition,  great  depth  of  argument,  and  much 
Christian  charity.  After  having  continued  at  Leicester 
for  several  years,  his  connexion  with  that  church  was 
dissolved,  and  he  preached  a  short  time  in  his  native 
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town  of  Danvers  ;  but  as  neither  Danvers  nor  Leicester 
afforded  him  the  use  of  such  books  as  were  necessary  for 
a  person  of  his  studious  turn,  he  accepted  of  an  invitation 
to  take  upon  him  the  pastoral  care  of  a  church  in  New- 
port, Rhode-Island,  where  he  soon  had  the  satisfaction 
to  find,  that  his  sphere  of  usefulness  was  considerably- 
enlarged,  and  his  means  of  study  greatly  improved. 

On  an  invitation  from  the  first  Baptist  church  in  New- 
York,  he  paid  them  a  visit  in  1788,  and  after  having 
preached  there  for  a  short  time,  received  an  unanimous 
call  to  settle  amongst  them  as  their  pastor.  Upon  hb 
return  to  Newport,  he  consulted  with  his  church,  who, 
though  highly  pleased  with  the  eminent  services  of  their 
learned  and  faithful  teacher,  were  un^^nlling  to  throw  any 
obstacle  in  the  way,  which  might  impede  his  removal  to 
a  place,  where  his  ministerial  labours  might  still  be  more 
extensively  useful.  He  therefore  accepted  the  call  to 
New-York ;  and  having  taken  upon  him  the  pastoral 
charge  of  that  church  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year, 
continued  in  that  station  till  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  September  1 792,  the  degree  of  IX  D.  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  college  of  Rhode*Island,  in  consequence 
of  a  learned  publication  of  his,  entitled,  ^*  A  Disserta- 
tion on  the  seventy  weeks  of  Daniel ;  the  particular  and 
exact  fulfilment  of  which  prophecy  is  considered  and 
proved  .'* 

From  the  time  Dr.  Fo^cr  set  out  as  a  gospel  minister, 
he  was  uniformly  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  all  the 
duties  of  his  office ;  nor  did  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  his 
Master  abate,  as  he  advanced  in  life  ;  for  during  his  last 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  it  was  his  constant  practice  ta 
preach  from  four  to  six  sermons  every  week.  But  the 
yellow  fever,  which  committed  so  great  havock  in  New- 
York,  during  the  autumn  of  179^5  put  a  period  to  the 
usefulness  of  this  worthy  man.  This  dreadful  malady 
had  begun  to  prevail,  and  several  of  his  friends  had  sunk 
under  its  malignity.  In  their  last  illness,  Dr.  Foster  was 
frequent  in  his  visits,  when  he  prayed  with  them  and  ad- 
ministered  the  soothing  consolations  of  religion.  As  he 
was  one  of  those  whom  no  appearance  of  danger  could 
intimidate  from  persevering  in  what  he  considered  to  be 
the  path  of  duty,he  was  not  unwilling  to  visit  those  scene* 
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of  affiiction,  from  which,  at  that  time,  many  of  the  best 
of  men  shrunk  back  with  terror.  He  was,  however^ 
seized  with  the  disorder,  and  after  an  illness  of  a  very- 
few  days,  expired,  August  26,  1798,  to  the  great  and  al- 
most irreparable  loss  of  his  church,  aged  49  years. 

Dr.  Foster,  as  a  scholar,  particularly  in  the  Greek, 
Hebrew  and  Chaldean  languages,  has  left  few  superiors. 
As  a  divine,  he  was  strictly  Calvinisdck,  and  full  on  the 
doctrine  of  salvation  by  free  grace.  As  a  preacher,  he  was 
indefatigable.  In  private  lite,  he  was  innocent  as  a  child 
and  harmless  as  a  dove,  fulfilling  all  the  duties  of  life 
with  the  greatest  punctuality.  The  following  inscrip- 
tion on  a  handsome  marble  over  his  grave,  in  the  Bap- 
tist burying-ground  in  New- York,  written  by  an  em- 
inent Presbyterian  clergyman  of  that  city,  is  an  en- 
comium justly  due  to  his  memory  2  ^'  As  a  scholar  and 
divine  he  excelled  \  as  a  preacher  he  was  eminent  $  as  a 
Christian  he  shone  conspicuously  ;  in  his  piety  he  was 
fervent ;  the  church  was  comforted  by  his  life,  and  it 
now  laments  his  death.'^ 

Dr.  Foster  was  twice  married,  and  in  both  instances 
was  blest  with  a  pious  and  excellent  companion.  His 
first  wife,  who  was  Elizabeth  Green,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Green  of  Leicester,  died  August  19,  1793  ;  and 
his  second  was  Martha,  daughter  of^r.  James  Bingham 
of  New- York,  whom  he  survived  but  a  v^ry  short  time< 
She  died  July  27,  1798. 


.^ 


Daniel  Fristoe  was  born  at  Chappawomsick,  Staf- 
ford county,  Virginia,  December  7,  1739.  He  was  bred 
an  Episcopalian.,  but  embraced  the  Baptist  sentiments 
sopn  after  they  began  to  prevail  in  Virginia,  and  was 
baptized  by  his  spiritual  father,  David  Thomas.  When 
young,  he  received  a  liberal  English  education,  and 
though  fond  of  fashionable  amusements,  was  not  addict«> 
ed  to  the  grosser  vices  of  the  times. 

His  conversion  was  brought  about  on  this  wise. 
When  about  23  years  of  age,  his  curiosity  led  him  to  go 
a  considerable  distance  to  he:^  a  Baptist  preacher,  whose 
name  is  not  known.    While  at  the  meetings  hid  horse 
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strayed  away,  which  obliged  him  to  tarry  all  night  at 
the  place.  In  the  course  of  the  evening,  many  came  in, 
who  had  lately  been  converted,  and  who,  by  entering 
freely  into  religious  conversation,  brought  strange  things 
to  his  ears,  and  awakened  his  attention  to  eternal  things. 
He  returned  home  with  much  seriousness  and  solicitude, 
and  after  labouring  a  while  under  great  distress  of  mind, 
was  brought  into  the  liberty  of  the  gospel.  He  now 
began  exhorting,  but  was  soon  called  by  his  brethren 
to  the  ministry.  His  course  was  short  but  rapid,  and 
the  success  which  attended  his  labours,  appears  to  have 
been  unusually  great.  About  the  year  J  774,  he  was 
sent  as  a  messenger  from  the  Ketockton  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Association.  Here  he  caught  the  small-pox,  and 
after  a  short  tour  of  preaching  in  NewJersey,  return- 
ed  to  Philadelphia,  and  began  his  journey  homeward,  but 
was  laid  by  at  Marcus-Hook,  a  small  town,  a  few  miles 
below  the  city,  where  he  died  in  the  35th  year  of  his 
age.  His  remains  were  carried  back  to  Philadelphia,  and 
buried  in  the  Baptist  ground. 

The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Fristoe's  journal, 
which  has  been  preserved  by  Mr.  Edwards,  contains  the 
most  interesting  account  of  his  ministry,  which  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain ;  for  his  biography  has  been  almost 
altogether  neglected. 

"  Saturday  J  June  15,  1771.  This  day  I  began  to  act  as 
an  ordained  minister,  and  never  before  saw  such  mani- 
fest appearances  of  God's  working  and  the  devil's  raging 
at  one  time  and  in  one  place.  My  first  business  was  to 
examine  candidates  for  baptism,  who  related  what  God 
did  for  their  souls  in  such  a  manner  as  to  affect  many 
present :  then  the  opposers  grew  very  troublesome,  par- 
ticularly one  James  Nayler,  who,  after  raging  and  railing 
for  a  while,  fell  down  and  began  to  tumble  and  beat  the 
ground  with  both  ends,  like  a  fish  when  it  drops  off  the 
hook  on  dry  land,  cursing  and  blaspheming  God  all  the 
while ;  at  last  a  gentleman  offered  ten  shillings  to  any 
that  would  bind  him  and  take  him  out  of  the  place, 
which  was  soon  earned  by  some  stout  fellows  who  stood 
by.  Sixteen  persons  were  adjudged  fit  subjects  of  bap- 
tism. The  next  day  being  Sunday,  about  2000  people 
came  together ;  many  more  offered  for  baptism,  13  of 
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whom  were  judged  worthy.  As  we  stood  by  the  water^ 
the  people  were  weeping  and  crying  in  a  most  extraor-* 
dinary  manner  ;  and  others  cursing  and  swearing,  and 
acting  like  men  possessed.  In  the  midst  of  this,  a  tree 
tumbled  down,  being  overloaded  with  people,  wh6,  Zac* 
cheus-like,  had  climbed  up  to  see  baptism  administered  ; 
the  coming  down  of  that  tree  occasioned  the  adjacent 
trees  to  fall  also,  being  loaded  in  the  same  manner ;  but 
none  was  hurt.  When  the  ordinance  was  administered, 
and  I  had  laid  hands  on  the  parties  baptized,  we  sang 
those  charming  words  of  Dr.  Watts, "  Comej  we  who  love 
the  Lord^*  &c.  The  multitude  sang  and  wept  and  smil- 
ed in  tears,  holding  up  their  hands  and  countenances  to- 
wards heaven,  in  such  a  manner  as  I  had  not  seen  before. 
In  going  home,  I  turned  to  look  at  the  people,  who  re- 
mained by  the  water  side,  and  saw  some  screaming  on 
the  ground,  some  wringing  their  hands,  some  in  extacies 
of  joy,  some  praying,  others  cursing  and  swearing,  and 
exceedingly  outrageous.     We  have  seen  strange  things  to* 


John  G  ano  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  in 
his  day  ;  in  point  of  talents  he  was  exceeded  by  few^ 
and  as  an  itinerant  he  was  inferior  to  none,  who  ever 
travelled  the  United  States,  unless  it  were  the  renowned 
Whitefield.  He  was  born  at  Hopewell,  in  NewJersey^ 
July  22,  1727i  was  converted  soon  after  he  arrived  at 
manhood,  and  was  ordained  in  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
in  1754.  His  progenitors,  on  his  father's  side,  were 
from  France,  on  his  mother's  from  England.  His  great- 
grandfather, Francis  Gano,fled  from  Guernsey,  in  the 
time  of  a  bloody  persecution  ;  one  of  his  neighbours  had 
been  martyred  in  the  day,  and  in  the  evening  he  was 
fixed  on  as  the  victim  for  the  next  day ;  information  of 
which  he  received  in  the  dead  of  night.  In  this  perilous 
situation  he  made  all  haste  to  escape  the  sanguinary  storm 
which  hung  over  his  head :  he  chartered  a  vessel,  remov- 
ed his  family  on  board,  and  in  the  morning  was  out  of 
sight  of  the  harbour.  On  his  arrival  in  America,  he 
settled  in  New-Rochelle,  a  few  miles  above  the  city  of 
Kew-York,  where  he  lived  to  the  age  of  a  hundred  and 
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three*  Of  the  number  or  names  of  the  faiuily  of  this  re- 
ligious refugee,  we  know  no  more,  than  that  he  had  one 
son  named  Stephen,  who  married  Ann  Wakon,  by 
whom  he  had  many  children,  some  of  whom  died  young ; 
those  who  lived  to  marry,  were  Danielj  Francis,  James, 
John,  Lewis,  Isaac,  and  three  daughters >  Sarah,  Catha- 
rine, and  Susannah  }  the  last  of  whom  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty*seven.  Daniel  married  Sarah  Britton  of  Staten- 
Island,  near  the  city  of  New- York,  by  whom  he  had 
Daniel,  Jane,  Stephen,  Siisannah,  John^  Nathaniel,  David, 
and  Sarah.  The  two  first  were  born  on  Staten-Island, 
the  others  at  Hopewell,  in  New- Jersey.  Some  of  these 
died  young ;  but  a  number  of  them  founded  families, 
and  their  posterity  is  scattered  in  many  parts  of  Amer- 
ica ;  most  of  them,  however,  are  in  the  middle  and  west- 
€rn  States.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  had  the  happi- 
ness  of  being  born  of  parents  eminent  for  piety,  by  whom 
he  was  early  taught  the  necessity  of  religion,  and  a  cor- 
rect view  of  the  gospel  system.  His  maternal  grand- 
mother was  about  seventy-six  years  a  pious  member  of 
a  Baptist  church ;  she  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-six.  His 
mother  was  of  the  same  persuasion,  but  his  father  was  a 
Presbyterian.  But  every  thing  attending  his  making  a 
religious  profession  among  the  Baptists,  was  conducted 
with  prudence  on  his  part,  and  with  tenderness  on  that  of 
his  friends.  He  was  at  first  much  inclined  to  join  the  Pres- 
byterians, but  having  some  scruples  on  the  subject  of  in- 
fant baptism,  he  determined  to  give  it  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation. He  not  only  read  books,  but  had  frequent  con- 
versation with  Presbyterian  friends ;  but  the  more  he 
studied  the  Pedobaptist  arguments,  the  less  he  was  inclin- 
ed to  believe  them.  The  iSmous  Mr.  Tennant,*  and  some 
other  Presbyterian  ministers,  were  among  the  circle  of  his 
Pedobaptist  friends.  With  Mr.  Tennant  he  conversed  of- 
ten and  freely  ;  at  the  close  of  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the 
subject  of  baptism,  that  candid  divme  addressed  him  in 
the  following  manner  :  ^'  Dear  youne  man,  if  the  devil 
cannot  destroy  your  soul,  he  will  endeavour  to  destroy 
your  comfort  and  usefulness  ;  and  therefore  do  not  be 
always  doubting  in  this  matter.     If  you  cannot  think  aa 

*  It  is  not  knov/n  hy  the  writer  whether  William  or  Gilbert  w  the  niiaibtcr 
inteacled,  but  it  m  probable  k  wu  tiie  la^er. 
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I  do,  think  for  yourself."  After  a  suspense  of  some 
time,  he  became  fully  established  in  those  principles, 
which  he  through  life  maintained  with  so  much  ability 
and  moderation.  Having  resolved  to  be  buried  in  bap- 
tism on  a  profession  of  his  faith,  he  made  his  father  ac- 
quainted with  his  design,  who  treated  him  with  much 
indulgence  and  tenderness.  He  stated  that  what  he  did 
for  him  in  his  infancy,  he  then  thought  was  right,  and 
the  discharge  of  an  incumbent  duty,  but  if  he  felt  con- 
scientious  in  his  present  undeitaking,  he  had  his  full 
and  free  consent.  He  moreover  proposed  that  when 
he  should  offer  himself  to  the  Baptist  church,  he  would 
go  with  him  and  give  his  consent  there,  and  answer 
any  inquiries  they  might  wish  to  make  respecting  his  life, 
&c.  and  also  that  he  would  go  and  see  him  baptized.  All 
these  promises  his  catholick  father  fulfilled. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Gano  was  joined  to  the  Hopewell 
church,  his  mind  was  led  to  the  ministry,  but  with  many 
anxieties  and  fears.  He  was  so  much  absorbed  in  his 
thoughts  of  the  great  work,  that  he  was  often  lost  to 
every  other  object.  One  morning  after  he  began  plough- 
ing in  his  field,  this  passage.  Warn  the  people^  or  their  blood 
will  I  require  at  your  handsy  came  with  such  weight  upon 
his  mind,  that  he  drove  on  until  1 1  o'clock,  utterly  in- 
sensible  of  his  employment.  When  he  came  to  himself 
he  found  he  was  wet  through  with  the  rain,  his  horses 
were  excessively  fatigued,  and  the  labour  he  had  perform- 
ed  was  astonishingly  great. 

After  becoming  satisfied  that  preaching  would  be  his 
employment,  he  applied  himself  with  much  assiduity  to 
studies  preparatory  for  it,  which  he  continued,  with  some 
interruptions  however,  for  two  or  three  years.  Before 
he  had  been  approbated  to  preach,  he  took  a  journey  in- 
to  Virginia,  with  Messrs.  Miller  and  Thomas,  two  emi- 
nent ministers  of  that  day,  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  Philadelphia  Association  to  go  and  assist  in  settling 
some  difficulties  in  two  infant  churches  there,  which  had 
applied  to  them  for  help.  Some  account  of  this  journey 
has  been  given  in  the  first  part  of  the  history  of  the  Bap- 
tists in  Virginia.  Before  Mr.  Gano  had  returned  home, 
a  report  had  reached  Hopewell,  that  he  had  got  to  preach* 
ing  in  Virginia ;  and  some  of  his  brethren  were  tried 
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with  him,  for  engaging  in  the  ministry  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  church.  A  meeting  was  called  on  his 
arrival,  and  he  was  arraigned  as  being  guilty  of  disorder. 
He  wished  them  to  exhibit  their  proofs.  They  inform- 
ed him  that  they  had  none,  only  what  travellers  from 
Virginia  had  reported,  but  desired  that  he  would  give 
them  a  relation  of  the  matter.  He  replied  that  it  was 
the  first  time  he  had  known  the  accused  called  on  to  give 
evidence  against  himself,  but  he  was  willing,  notwith- 
standing, to  give  them  an  impartial  relation  of  his  con- 
duct, which  he  did.  The  church  then  asked  him  what 
he  thought  of  his  proceedings,  and  whether  he  did  not 
think  he  had  been  disorderly.  He  replied  again,  that  he 
considered  this  question  more  extraordinary  than  the 
other.  He  had  not  only  given  evidence  in  his  own  case 
which  would  operate  against  him,  but  he  was  now  called 
upon  to  adjudge  himself  guilty.  This  is  a  specimen  of 
that  ingenuity  and  presence  of  mind,  which  shone  so 
conspicuously  through  all  the  transactions  of  this  saga- 
cious character.  He  at  length  informed  the  church  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  act  disorderly,  nor  contrary  to  their 
wishes  ;  that  his  conscience  acquitted  him  for  what  he 
had  done ;  that  he  had  no  disposition  to  repent  his  hav- 
ing sounded  the  gospel  to  perishing  souls  in  Virginia, 
whose  importunities  to  hear  it  he  could  not  resist ;  that 
the  case  was  extraordinary,  and  would  not  probably 
happen  again  ;  if  it  should,  he  should  probably  do  again 
as  he  had  already  done.  The  church  now  appointed 
him  a  time  to  preach,  which  he  did  to  their  acceptance ; 
and  after  a  thorough  examination  of  his  gifts  and  call, 
he  was  regularly  set  apart  for  the  ministry.  Soon  after 
this,  he  went  to  reside  at  Morristown  ;  and  calls  for 
preaching  pressed  upon  him  so  much,  that  his  studies,  in 
which  he  had  considerably  advanced,  were  in  a  great 
measure  relinquished. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Association, 
that  body  was  again  petitioned  to  appoint  some  one  Jo 
travel  to  the  south.  Messengers  had  also  come  on  from 
Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  preacher  to  la- 
bour and  administer  ordinances  among  them.  As  no 
ordained  minister  could  conveniently  go,  Mr.  Gano  was 
urged  to  accept  ordination,  and  undertake  the  journey. 
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He  pleaded  against  it  his  youth  and  inexperience  ;  but 
the  messengers  from  Virginia,  and  his  brethren  at  home, 
united  their  importunities,  and  he  engaged  in  the  mission. 
He  was  ordained  in  May  1754,  and  set  out  in  a  sh<Mrt 
time  after.  In  this  journey  he  went  as  far  as  Charleston, 
South-Carolina,  and  travelled  extensively  throughout  the 
southern  States.  Some  extracts  from  his  journal  will 
give  the  reader  some  view  of  the  turn  of  the  man,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  prosecuted  his  mission.     His 

{'ournal,  which  was  printed  in  his  life,  has  but  few  dates, 
mt  it  will  be  understood  that  the  following  scenes  trans* 
pired  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1754. 

In  the  back  parts  of  Virginia,  this  zealous  missionary, 
while  conversing  with  some  people  where  he  lodged,  in 
an  afFectionate  manner.respecting  their  religious  concerns, 
overheard  one  of  the  company  say  to  another,  "  This 
man  talks  like  one  of  the  Jones's  !*'  On  inquiring  who 
the  Jones's  were,  he  was  informed  that  they  were  dis- 
tracted people,  who  did  nothing  but  pray  and  talk  about 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  that  they  lived  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  distant  on  his  route.  *^  I  determined,''  said 
he.  '*  to  make  it  my  next  day's  ride,  and  see  my  own  liki* 
tiess.^*  When  he  arrived  at  the  house,  he  found  there  a 
plain  obscure  family,  which  had  formerly  lived  in  a  very 
careless  manner,  but  a  number  of  them  had  lately 
been  changed  by  grace,  and  were  much  engaged  in  de- 
votional  exercises.  As  he  entered  the  house,  he  saw  the 
father  of  the  family  lying  before  the  fire,  groaning  with 
rheumatick  pains.  He  inquired  how  he  did  ?  "  O,^' 
said  he,  "  I  am  in  great  distress."  *'  I  am  glad  of  it, 
replied  the  stranger.  The  old  gentleman,  astonished  at 
this  singular  reply,  raised  himself  up,  and  inquired  what 
he  meant  ?  *^  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth, 
and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth,"  answered 
Mr.  Gano.  From  this  they  proceeded  to  religious  con- 
versation, and  he  soon  found  this  pious  family,  whom 
the  world  accounted  mad,  had  been  taught  the  words  of 
truth  and  soberness.  They  asked  him  many  questions, 
and  were  much  pleased  to  find  one,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  things  they  had  experienced. 

From  this  place  he  proceeded  on  towards  North^Car- 
oUaa,  having  a  young  man  with  him,  who  chose  to  bear 
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him  company  on  his  way.  ^^  We  arrived  at  a  house  just 
at  dusk,  the  master  of  which  gave  us  liberty  to  tarry* 
After  we  had  conveyed  our  things  into  the  house,  he 
asked  me  if  I  was  a  trader  ;  which  I  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative.  He  asked  me  if  1  found  it  to  answer  ;  to 
which  I  answered,  "  Not  so  well  as  I  could  wish.*'  He 
replied,  "  Probably  the  goods  did  not  suit."  I  told  him, 
^'  No  one  had  complained  of  that.''  He  said  I  held  them 
too  high.  1  answered,  ^^  Any  one  might  have  them  be- 
low their  own  price."  He  said  he  would  trade  on  these 
terms  ;  which,  I  said,  I  would  cheerfully  comply  with. 
I  then  abked  him,  ^^  If  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  yea,  that  which 
was  better  than  the  fine  gold,  wine  and  milk,  durable 
riches  and  righteousness,  without  money  and  without 
price,  would  not  suit  him  ?"  "  O,"  said  he,  "  I  believe 
you  are  a  minister."  I  told  him  I  was,  and  had  a  right 
to  proclaim  free  grace  wherever  I  went.  This  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  evening's  conversation  ;  and  I  must 
acknowledge  his  kindness,  though  he  was  not  very  desir- 
ous of  tradings  after  he  discovered  who  I  was." 

Our  itinerant  continued  southward  until  he  arrived  at 
Charleston ;  and  there,  and  in  its  vicinity,  he  preached 
to  good  acceptance.  His  account  of  his  first  sermon  for 
Mr.  Hart,  in  Charleston,  is  as  follows  :  ^*  When  I  arose 
to  speak,  the  sight  of  so  brilliant  an  audience,  among 
whom  were  twelve  ministers,  and  one  of  whom  was  Mr. 
Whitefield,  for  a  moment,  brought  the  fear  of  man  up- 
on me  ;  but  blessed  be  the  Lord,  1  was  soon  relieved  from 
this  embarrassment ;  the  thought  passed  my  mind,  I  had 
none  to  fear  and  obey,  but  the  Lord." 

On  his  return  from  Charleston  to  the  northward,  he 
visited  an  island  where  he  was  informed  there  never  had 
been  but  two  sermons  preached.  The  people  soon  col- 
lected together,  and  he  preached  to  them  from  these 
words.  Behold^  the  third  time  I  am  ready  to  come  to  you^  and 
I  will  not  be  burdensome  to  you* 

When  he  arrived  at  Tar  River,  in  North-Carolina,  he 
found  a  report  had  gone  forth,  that  some  of  the  princi- 
pal men  in  the  county  had  agreed,  that  if  he  came  with- 
in their  reach,  they  would  apprehend  him  as  a  spy  ;  for  by 
his  name  he  was  judged  to  be  a  Frenchman,  and  this  was 
in  the  time  of  the  French  war.    Some  of  these  people 
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lived  on  the  road  he  wzs  to  travel  the  next  day.  Hi^ 
friends  urged  him  to  take  a  different  route  ;  but  he  re^ 
plied  that  God  had  so  far  conducted  him  on  his  way  in 
safety,  and  he  should  trust  him  for  the  future.  .  When 
he  got  near  the  place  where  the  principal  men  who  had 
threatened  him  lived,  he  was  advised  to  go  through  it  as 
secredy  as  possible  ;  but  that  by  no  means  accorded  with 
his  views :  he  replied,  he  should  stop  and  refresh  him- 
self in  the  place*  He  stopped  at  one  of  the  most  publick 
houses,  and  asked  the  landlord  if  he  thought  the  people 
would  come  out  to  hear  a  sermon  on  a  week  day.  He 
mformed  him  he  thought  they  would  ;  but  observed, 
that  on  the  next  Monday,  there  was  to  be  a  genera]  mus** 
ter  for  that  county.  He  therefore  concluded  to  defer  the- 
meeting  till  that  time,  and  requested  the  landlord  to  in-^ 
form  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  (who,  he  had  learnt, 
was  one  of  those  who  had  threatened  him)  of  his  name^ 
&c.  and  desire  of  him  the  favour  of  preaching  a  short 
sermon  before  military  duty.  The  landlord  promised  to 
comply  with  his  request.  "  On  Monday  1  had  twenty 
miles  to  ride  to  the  muster,  and  by  10  o'clock  there 
was  a  numerous  crowd  of  men  and  women  ;  they  had 
erected  a  stage  in  the  woods  for  me,  and  I  preached 
from  Paul's  Christian  armour.  They  all  paid  the  most 
profound  attention,  except  one  man  who  behaved 
amiss.  I  spoke  and  told  him,  I  was  ashamed  to  see 
a  soldier  so  awkward  in  duty,  and  wondered  his  officei: 
could  bear  with  him.  The  Colonel,  as  I  afterwards 
understood,  brought  him  to  order.  After  service,  I  de- 
sired a  person  to  inform  the  commander  that  I  wanted 
to  speak  with  him.  He  immediately  came,  and  I  told 
him,  that  although  I  professed  loyalty  to  ILiug  George, 
and  did  not  wish  to  infringe  upon  the  laudable  design  of 
the  day,  yet,  I  thought,  the  King  of  kings  ought  to  be 
served  first ;  and  I  presumed  what  I  had  said  did  not 
(end  to  make  them  worse  soldiers,  but  better  Christians* 
He  complaisaiitly  thanked  me,  and  said,  if  I  could  wait) 
he  would  make  the  exercise  as  short  as  possible,.and  give 
en  opportunity  for  another  sermon,  for  which  he  should 
be  much  obliged  to  me.  I  told  him  I  had  an  appoint- 
ment some  mUes  off  to  preach  the  next  day.  Thus  end* 
ed  my  chastisement,  and  the  fears  of  my  friends." 
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"  From  heiice  I  returned  by  the  way  of  Ketockton^ 
•n  Blue-Ridge,  where  the  inhalntants  are  scattered.  Oq 
my  road,  I  observed  a  thunder-storm  arising,  and  rode 
speedily  for  the  first  house.  When  I  arrived,  the  man 
came  running  into  the  house,  and  seeing  me,  appeared 
much  alarmed ;  there  beeing  at  that  time  great  demands 
for  mew  and  horses  for  Braddock's  army.  He  said  to 
cae,  '*  Sir>f  are  you  a  press-master  r*  I  told  him  I  was* 
"  But,**  said  he,  **  you  do  not  take  married  men  ?**  I 
told  him  surely  I  did ;  and  that  the  Master  I  wished 
him  to  serve,  was  good,  his  character  unimpeachable^ 
the  wages  great,  and  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  o£ 
his  wife  and  children,  if  he  enlisted.  He  made  many 
excuses,  but  I  Endeavoured  to  answer  them,  and  begged 
him  to  turd  out  a  volunteer  in  the  service  of  Christ. 
This  <^almed  his  fears,  and  I  left  him,  and  proceeded  on 
my  way  to  Ketockton,  where  I  spent  some  time,  and 
baptized  Mr.  Hail." 

From  Ketockton,  Mi".  Cano  proceeded  immediately 
homeward.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Stites,  Esq.  mayor  of  Elizabeth* 
Town,  in  NewJersey,  by  whom  he  had  many  children^ 
most  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Two  sons  and  two  daugh^ 
ters  are  in  Kentudcy,  oiie  son  is  in  Ohio,  one  daughter 
is  at  Hillsdale,  New- York,  and  his  second  son  Stephen  it 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Providence,  Rhode-Island.  Mrs. 
Gano  was  sister  to  Mrs.  Manning,  the  wife  of  the  Presi'^ 
dent,  who  is  yet  living  at  Providence. 

It  was  not  long  after  Mr.  Gano  had  returned  from 
this  Journey,  before  he  was  again  induced,  by  repeated 
soliatations,  to  set  out  on  another,  to  the  southward,  in 
which  he  was  gone  about  eight  months,  and  was  happy 
to  find,  in  many  places,  the  fruits  of  his  labours  in  his 
former  visits.  Soon  after  he  returned  from  this  excur- 
sion, he  was  invited  by  an  infant  church  in  North*Caro-> 
Una,  which  he  had  raised  up  in  a  place  called  the  Jersey 
Settlement,  to  remove  and  become  its  pastor.  Messen-- 
gers  came  to  Morristown,  a  distance  of  about  eight 
hundred  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  that  church 
to  ^ve  him  up.  They  at  first  refused,  but  afterwards 
concluded  to  leave  the  matter  to  his  own  choice.    H«if 
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therefore  concluded  to  go ;  but  at  the  same  time  inform* 
ed  the  Morristown  church,  it  was  not  for  want  of  at- 
tachment to  them.  The  church  in  North-Carolina,  he^ 
considered,  was  wholly  destitute,  and  there  was  besides^ 
a  wide  field  for  gospel  labour.  At  the  Jersey  Settlement 
he  continued  about  two  years  ;  the  church  became  large^ 
and  his  labours  were  abundantly  useful  throughout  a 
wide  and  destitute  region.  But  a  war  breaking  out 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
country,  and  returned  to  New- Jersey.  About  this  time 
the  foundation  for  the  first  church  in  New- York  waa 
laid  bjr  Mr,  Miller  of  Scotch  Plains  \  the  church  in  Phila^ 
delphia  had  also  been  lately  deprived  of  its  pastor,  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Jenkin  Jones.  Mr.  Gano  preached  for  some 
time  alternately  at  both  cities,  but  about  the  time  the 
church  in  New- York  was  organized,  he  went  to  live 
among  them^  was  chosen  its  pastor,  and  continued  in 
that  office  about  twenty-five  years,  excepting  the  time 
he  was  obliged  to  be  absent  on  account  of  the  war. 
Some  account  of  his  ministry  here,  and  of  the  progress 
of  the  church  while  under  his  care,  may  be  found  in  its 
history  under  the  head  of  New- York. 

During  most  of  the  revdutionary  war,  Mr.  Gana 
was  a  chaplain  in  the  army  y  and  by  his  counsels  and 
prayers,  encouraged  the  American  hosts  in  their  strug^- 
gles  for  freedom  from  the  dominion  of  a  foreign,  oppres- 
sive yoke. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  he  returned  ta  his  pastoral 
station,  and  began  to  collect  the  church  which  had  been 
scattered  to  many  difierent  places.  Out  of  upwards  of 
two  hundred  members,  of  which  it  consisted  at  the  time 
of  its  dispersion,  he  collected  at  first  but  thirty-seven  \ 
but  his  congregation  soon  became  large,  others  of  the 
scattered  flock  came  in,  a  revival  commenced,  which 
prevailed  extensively,  and  at  one  communion  season, 
near  forty  young  persons  were  added  to  their  number. 
In  this  prosperous  manner  this  successful  minister  recom-^ 
menced  his  labours  in  New- York,  and  every  thin^  ap- 
peared promising  even  to  the  time  he  projected  his  re- 
moval to  Kentucky.  This  removal  was  as  unexpected 
to  the  church,  as  it  was  surprising  to  his  friends.  His 
reasons  for  it  are  thus  stated  by  himself :  "  One  Williaip 
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Wood,  a  Baptist  minister,  came  from  Kentucky,  and 
gave  a  very  exalted  character  of  the  state  of  it.     He 
made  several  encouraging  proposals  to  me  to  go  there, 
said  there  was  a  prospect  of  usefulness  in  the  ministry, 
the  necessity  of  an  old  experienced  minister  to  take  care 
of  a  young  church  there,  and  flattering  temporal  pros- 
pects  for  the  support  of  my  family.     For  these  reasons 
I  concluded  to  remove.     Besides,  I  was  considerably  in 
debt,  and  saw  no  way  o'i  being  released,  but  by  selling 
my  house  and  lot.     This  I  concluded  would  clear  me,, 
and  enable  me  to  purchase  waggons  and  horses  to  carry  * 
me  to  Kentucky.     1  called  a  churclvmeeting,  and  inform* 
ed  them  of  my  intention.     They  treated  it  as  a  chimera,, 
and  thought  they  could  stop  me  by  raising  my  salary. 
They,  with  all  possible  coolness,  left  me  to  determine 
for  myself.     T  immediately  determined  to  go,  and  desir- 
ed them  to  look  out  for  a  supply.     This  aroused  them, 
and  they  very  affectionately  urged  me  to  tarry,     I  told* 
them,  if  they  had  desired  me^o  stay  before  I  had  put 
it  out  of  my  own  power,  I  should  then  have  given  it; 
up."* 

Having  resolved  on  removing,  he  sold  his  estate,  com- 
menced his  journey,  and  on  June  17,  1787,  landed  at 
Limestone,  and  immediately  repaired  to  Washington,. 
where  he  tarried  a  while  ;  he  then  went  to  Lexington,  and 
finally  settled  near  Frankfort,  where  he  died  in  1804,  in! 
the  78th  year  of  his  age.  The  labours  of  this  aged  min- 
ister were  owned  of  God  for  good  in  Kentucky  i  but- 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  neither  his  usefulness  nor 
worldly  comforts  were  so  great  as  he  expected.  His 
changes  were  frequent,  and  some  of  them  peculiarly 
trying.  The  encouraging  proposals  made  by  Mn  Wood, 
appear  not  to  have  been  released.  His  wife  was  first, 
made  a  cripple  by  a  fall  from  a  horse,  and  socMi  after  re« 
moved  from  him  by  death.  By  most  of  the  Kentucky 
brethren  h^  was  honoured  and  esteemed,  and  by  all  of, 
them  his  death  was  much  lamented.  In  1793,  he  made 
a  visit  to  North-Carolina,  where  he  married,  for  bis  sec- 
ond wife,  the  widow  of  Capt.  Thomas  Bryant,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Jonathan  Hunt,  formerly  of  New^ Jersey,  one 

*  This  with  the  preceding  extracts,  ii  made  f i-om  Gano'fi  LifCj  a  12sQa  t4* 
«f  150  pages. 
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of  his  old  neighbours  and  unchanging  friends*  In  her  - 
he  found  an  amiable  help-meet  for  his  declining  years. 
She  had  been  baptized  by  his  son  Stephen,  three  years 
before,  that  is,  in  1790,  when  they  visited  North-CaroUna 
together.  She  still  survives  him,  and  resides  at  his  late 
dwelling,  near  Frankfort,  Kentucky.  While  he  was 
waiting  for  this  new  companion  to  arrange  her  affairs  for 
a  removal,  he  visited  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  and 
also  as  far  northward  as  his  son  Stephen's,  in  Providence. 

Mr.  Gano,  though  now  somewhat  impaired  by  age,  . 
was  still  actively  engaged  in  his  Master's  3ervice  \  but  in 
1798,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  from  a  horse,  and. 
fractured  his  shoulder-blade,  which  deprived  him  of  the 
use  of  one  of  his  arms  for  some  time.  As  he  was  recover- 
ing from  this  affliction,  he  was  very  suddenly  seized  in  bia 
bed,  with  a  paralytick  shock,  which  rendered  him  almost 
speechless  for  nearly  a  year.  From  this  shock  he  never 
fully  recovered ;  but  his  speech  was  restored,  and  he  had 
the  use  of  his  limbs  so  far,  that  he  was  able  to  be  carri- 
ed out  to  meetings,  and  preached  frequently,  especially 
in  the  time  of  the  great  revival,  in  an  astonishing  ^lap- 
ner.  While  the  Arian  affair,  mentioned  in  the  history 
of  the  Elkhorn  Association,  was  agitating  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  Kentucky  brethren,  this  able  advocate  for 
gospel  truth  was  earned  to  Lexington,  assisted  into  the 
pulpit,  where  he  preached  a  masterly  discourse  in  defence 
of  the  proper  Deity  of  the  Saviour,  which  was  thought 
to  have  had  a  considerable  influence  in  checking  the  prev* 
alence  of  that  erroneous  system,  which  many  were  pjre« 
vioysly  inclined  to  embrace. 

We  shall  now  take  a  review  of  the  history  of  this  dis*    , 
tinguished  man,  and  exhibit  some  of  those  peculiar  traits.  . 
in  his  character^  which  qualified  him  for  such  abundant 
usefulness,  and  rendered  him  so  famous  amongst  thq 
American  Baptists.    Mr.  Gano  was  peculiarly  qualified 
for  ^n  itinerant  preacher.    He  possessed,  to  a  singular  • 
degree,  the  ^sdom  of  the  serpent,  with  the  harmlessness  , 
of  the  dove.    He  had  a  sagacity  and  quickness  of  percep- 
tion, which  but  few  men  possess ;  he  had  also  a  happy 
fadlity  in  improving  every  passing  occurrence  to  some 
useful  purpose.    He  could  abash  and  confound  the  op« 
poser,  witnout  exciting  his  resentment ;  and  administer 
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reproof  and  instruction  where  others  would  be  embar* 
rassed  or  silent.  His  memory  was  retentive  ;  his  judg* 
ment  was  good  ;  his  wit  was  sprightly,  and  always  at 
command ;  his  zeal  was  ardent,  but  well  regulated ; 
his  courage  undaunted  ;  his  knowledge  of  men  was  ex« 
tensive :  and  to  all  these  accomplishments  were  added  a 
heart  glowing  with  love  to  God  and  men,  and  a  charac'^ 
ter  fair  and  unimpeachable. 

It  is  said  that  Hervey's  servant  declared  his  master 
could  make  a  sermon  out  of  a  pair  of  tongs  y  and  prob» 
ably  not  much  inferior  to  his,  were  the  inventive  powers 
of  Mr.  Gano.  He  did  not,  however,  descend  to  the  ab- 
surd custom  adopted  by  some,  of  choosing  adverbs  and 
prepositions  for  his  texts  ;  but  he  had  a  happy  talent  of 
selecting  passages  of  Scripture  descriptive  of  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances and  passing  events*  We  have  a  specimen  of 
this  in  his  preaching  on  the  island  in  South-CaroUna* 
His  friends  relate  many  instances  of  the  same  kind,  a  few 
only  of  which  we  shall  notice.  In  one  of  his  journies  at 
the  southward,  he  travelled  in  company  with  a  young 
preacher,  who  has  since  become  an  eminent  character  in 
that  region*  They  took  different  routes  in  the  day,  but 
were  to  meet  in  the  evening,  and  Mr.  Gano  was  to 
preach.  The  meeting  was  at  a  private  house,  and  he  did 
not  arrive  at  the  place  until  late.  The  young  man  with 
reluctance  began. the  meeting,  and  was  in  prayer  when 
he  came  in.  He  entered  the  assembly  without  being  dis- 
covered, and  took  his  place  among  the  hearers ;  and  just 
as  it  was  time  to  commence  the  sermon,  he  arose  and  said 
with  emphasis,  /  am  come  !  Then  with  a  common  tone, 
/  am  come,  that  ihcy  might  have  Hfe^  and  that  they  might  have 
it  more  abundantly ^  John  x.  10,  and  immediately  proceed* 
ed  on  in  his  discpurse. 

In  going  down  the  Ohio  river,  on  his  removal  to  Ken- 
tucky, he  and  his  companions  met  with  much  trouble 
on  their  passage  \  one  of  his  boats  was  overset,  and  sonoe 
valuable  things  were  lost.  Soon  after  they  landed  in 
Kentucky,  he  preached  from  these  words.  So  they  all  got 
4afe  to  land. 

While  in  the  army,  he  was  informed  by  the  General 
on  Saturday  that  they  should  march  the  next  Monday, 
but  was  r^uested  not  to  mention  the  matter  until  after 
permon  the  next  day.    This  circumstance  suggested  to 
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his  mind  these  words.  Being  ready  to  depart  on  the  morrow^ 
from  which  he  preached,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  done,  the 
orders  were  given. 

The  funeral  of  Gen.  M^Dougal,  a  famous  character 
in  New- York,  was  appointed  on  a  Lord's-day  at  so  early 
an  hour,  that  there  was  but  little  time  for  the  afternoon 
service.  The  people  generally,  out  of  respect  to  their 
illustrious  citizen,  were  preparing  to  attend  his  funeral 
Some  congregations  did  not  meet,  but  Mr.  Gano's  did ; 
and  he  addressed  them  hastily  from  these  words,  Bretb^ 
renj  the.  time  is  short.  Having  respect  to  the  General's 
death,  he  from  this  short  passage,  preached  a  short  but 
well-adapted  discourse,  and  dismissed  the  assembly  soon 
enough  to  jcnn  the  proces^on. 

He  had  an  art  peculiar  to  himself  of  accommodating 
such  passages  to  particular  events.  His  inventive  powers 
were  adequate  to  forming  profitable  discourses  from 
almost  any  passage  of  Scnpture  at  the  shortest  notice^ 
and  through  the  whole  of  his  ministry,  he  frequently 
indulged  this  inimitable  faculty.  The  first  sermon  he 
preached  after  his  son  Stephen  visited  him  in  Kentucky^ 
was  from  these  words,  /  am  glad  of  the  coming  of  St^ 
fhanas^  ^c. 

Mr.  Gano  was  personally  known  almost  throughout, 
the  United  States ;  and  a  multitude  of  anecdotes  are  toki 
respecting  him,  a  few  only  of  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
record. 

In  one'ofhis  journies  at  the  southward,  be  called  at  a 
house  and  asked  for  some  corn  for  his  horse,  which  the 
landlord  ordered  his  little  son  to  carry.  He  then  in- 
quired if  he  was  not  a  minister,  and  being  answered  in  * 
the  affirmative,  replied,  ^^  I  have  a  child  1  want  to  get 
baptized  ;  I  have  been  waiting  a  long  time  for  a  priest 
to  come  along,  and  shall  now  wish  to  have  it  done.'* . 
Mr.  Gano  gave  him  to  understand  that  any  service  he 
could  afford  him,  should  be  cheerfully  granted.  The  boy 
stood  staring  at  the  priest,  and  neglected  his  errand*  Mr. 
Gano  mentioned  about  his  horse  again.  '^  You  son  of  a 
b— h,"  said  the  father,  "  why  don't  you  feed  that  horse, 
as  I  told  you.''  The  boy  then  did  as  he  was  bid,  and 
his  feither  began  again  to  talk  about  his  child.  **  What,'* 
said  Mr.  Gano,  "  do  you  mean  to  call  k  ?  That  boy^ 
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I  perceive,  is  named,  San  of  a  b — h*^  After  this  singular 
rebuke,  nothing  more  was  said  about  the  christening  of 
the  child. 

After  preaching  once  in  Virginia,  in  a  place  notoriously 
wicked,  two  young  fellows,  supposing  he  had  levelled 
his  censures  against  them,  came  up  and  dared  him  to 
fight..  "  That  is  not  the  way,"  said  he,  "  that  I  defend 
my  sentiments ;  but  if  you  choose  it,  I  will  fight  you,  eith- 
er both  at  once,  or  one  after  the  other  ;  but  as  I  have  to 
preach  again  very  soon,  I  shall  wish  to  put  it  o£f  till  after 
the  meeting ;"  to  which  they  agreed.  As  soon  as  the 
meeting  was  closed,  he  called  the  presumptuous  youths 
forward,  and  told  them  he  was  now  ready  to  fight  them. 
The  eyes  of  all  were  fastened  upon  them  j  yet  notwith- 
standing, they  had  the  hardihood  to  present  themselves  for 
the  combat.  "  If,*'  said  he,  '*  I  must  fight  you,  I  shall 
choose  to  do  it  in  some  more  retired  place,  and  not  be- 
fore all  these  people."  With  that  he  walked  off,  and 
bid  the  young  men  follow  him.  He  then  commenced 
the  attack  in  the  following  manner :  "  Young  gentle- 
men, you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  your  conduct.  What 
reason  have  you  to  suppose  that  I  had  a  particular  refer- 
ence to  you  ?  I  am  an  entire  stranger  here,  and  know  not 
the  names  nor  characters  of  any.  Tou  have  proved  by 
your  conduct,  that  you  are  guilty  of  the  vices  I  have  cen- 
sured J  and  if  you  feel  so  much  disturbed  at  my  reproofs^ 
how  will  you  stand  before  the  bar  of  God  ?"  "  I  beg 
your  pardon,"  said  one  ;  "  I  beg  your  pardon,"  said  the 
other  J  "  I  am  sorry."  **  Jf  you  are  beat,  gentlemen,  we 
will 'go  back ;"  and  thus  ended  the  battle. 

While  in  the  army,  Mr.  Gano  had  frequent  opportu-^ 
nities  of  administering  reproof  in  his  skil^l  and  forcible 
manner.  One  morning,  as  he  was  going  to  pray  with 
the  regiment,  he  passed  by  a  group  of  officers,  one  of 
whom,  (who  had  his  back  towards  him)  was  uttering  his 
profane  expressions  in  a  most  rapid  manner.  The  offi- 
cers, one  after  another,  gave  liim  the  usual  salutation,. 
**  Good  morning.  Doctor,"*  said  the  swearing  Lieuten- 
ant. ••  Good  morning.  Sir,"  replied  the  chaplain ;  •*  you 
pray  early  this  morning,"  "  I  beg  your  pardon.  Sir.*' 
"  p,  1  cannot  pardon  you  j  carry  your  case  to  your  God." 

*  TIkk  ofifcers  ^cnctaUy  coaipllmcmted  Mr.  G^io  wkli  tlik  tiiilei 
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One  day  he  was  standing  near  some  soldiers  who  vete 
disputing  whose  turn  it  was  to  cut  some  wood  for  the  fire* 
One  profanely  said  he  would  be  d— — d  if  he  would  cut  it# 
But  he  was  soon  after  convinced  that  the  task  belonged 
to  him,  and  took  up  the  axe  to  perform  it.  Before  be 
commenced,  Mr.  Gano  stepped  up  to  him,  and  said, 
«  Give  me  the  axe.*'  "  O  no,"  replied  the  soldier,  "  the 
chaplain  shan't  cut  wood."  "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  I  must," 
"  But  why  ?"  said  the  soldier.  •*  The  reason  is,  I  just 
heard  you  say  that  you  would  be  d— — d  if  you  would  cut 
it ;  and  I  had  rather  take  the  labour  off  your  hands,  tbaa 
that  you  should  be  made  miserable  forever." 

While  this  singular  man  resided  in  New- York,  he  was 
introduced  to  a  young  lady,  as  the  only  daughter  of  £s« 
quire  W  "  Ah,"  replied  he,  "  and  I  can  tell  a  good 

match  for  her,  and  he  is  an  only  Son."  The  young  lady 
understood  his  meaning  :  she  was,  not  long  after,  united  to 
this  Son,  and  has,  for  about  forty  years,  been  an  ornament 
to  his  cause. 

In  one  of  his  jouf nies,  he  was  informed  that  there  had 
been  a  revival  of  religion  in  a  certain  place,  which  lay  on 
his  route.  He  arrived  there  in  the  night,  and  called  at  a 
house,  of  which  he  had  no  previous  knowledge.  A  wo- 
man came  to  the  door,  whom  he  addressed  as  follows  : 
^*  I  have  understood,  itiadam,  that  my  Father  has  some 
children  in  this  place ;  I  wish  to  inquire  where  they  live, 
that  I  may  find  lodgings  to-night."  *'  I  hope,"  replied 
the  woman,  *^  I  am  one  of  your  Father's  children  ;  come 
in,  dear  Sir,  and  lodge  here." 

The  following  summary  view  of  the  character  of  our 
venerable  Sire,  was  drawn  in  consequence  of  a  particular 
request,  by  Dr.  Richard  Fur  man,  of  Charleston,  South* 
Carolina,  who  was  personally  acquainted  with  him  in 
different  stages  of  his  life. 

^*  The  late  Rev.  John  Gano  will  be  long  remembered 
with  affection  and  respect  in  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca. Here  was  his  character  formed  ;  and  here,  as  on  st 
conspicuous  theatre,  were  the  actions  of  his  amiable, 
pious  and  useful  life  exhibited. 

'^He  was,  in  person,  below  the  middle  stature;  and 
wlien  young,  of  a  slender  form  ;  but  of  a  firm,  vigorous 
constitution,  well  fitted  for  performing  active  servicer 
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with  ease,  and  for  suffering  hbcrtirs  and  privations  with 
constancy.  In  th^  more  advanced  stages  of  life  his  body 
tendied  to  corpulency ;  but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
burden  or  render  him  inactive.  His  pr^ence  was  manly, 
open,  and  engaging.  His  voice  strong  and  commanding,- 
yet  agreeable,  and  capable  of  all  those  inflections,  which 
lare  suited  to  express  either  the  strong  or  tender  emo- 
tions of  an  intelligent,  feeling  mind.  In  mental  endow- 
ments and  acquired  abilities  he  appeared  highly  respecta**' 
ble :  with  cleat  conception  and  penetrating  discernment, 
he  formed,  readily,  a  correct  judgment  of  men  and 
things.  His  acquaintance  with  the  learned  languages 
and  science,  did  not  commence  till  he  arrived  at  man* 
hood,  and  was  obtained  chiefly  by  private  instruction, 
but  under  the  direction  of  a  clerical  gentleman,  well 
qualified  for  the  oflice.  To  the  refinements  of  learning 
he  did  not  aspire  ;  his  chief  object  was  such  a  competent 
acquaintance  with  its  principles,  as  would  enable  him  to 
apply  them  with  advantage  to  purposes  of  general  use- 
fulness in  religion,  and  to  the  most  important  interests 
of  society  ;  and  to  this  he  attained. 

"  Hh  miftd  was  formed  for  social  intercourse,  airi  for- 
friendship.  Such  was  his  unaffected  humilfty,  cahdotrr, 
and  good  wfll  to  men,  that  few,  if  any^  have  enjoyed 
more  satisfaction  in  the  company  of  his  friends,  or  have. 
In  return,  afforded  them,  by  their  conversation,  a  hrghef 
degree  of  pl^sure  and  moral  impt'ovement. 

"  His  passions  were  strong,  and  his  sensibiKty  could  be 
easily  excited  j  but  so  chastened  and  regulated  were  they 
by  the  meekness  of  wisdom,  that  he  preserve!  great  com- 
posure of  spirit,  and  command  6f  his  wotdrf  and  actions, 
even  in  times  of  trial  and  provocation,  when  many,  who- 
yet  rilight  justly  rank  with  the  wise*  and  good,  would  bef  • 
thrown  into  a  state  of  perturbation,  and  hurried  into 
extravagance. 

"  As  a  minister  of  Christ,  h^  shone  Tike  1  stai*  of  the! 
first  magnitude  in  the  American  churches,  and  moved  in 
a  widely  extended  field  of  action.  For  this  oflSice  God 
had  endowed  him  with  a  large  portion  of  grace,  atid  with 
excellent  gifts.  **  He  believedy  and  therefore  spakeJ^ 
Having  discerned  the  excellence  of  gospel  truths,  and 
the  importance  of  eternal  resdities,  he  relt  their  pow«r 
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on  his  own  soul,  and  accordingly  he  inculcated  and  urged 
them  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers  with  persuasive  do* 
quence  and  force.  He  was  not  deficient  in  doctrinal  dis* 
cussion,  or  what  rhetoricians  style  the  demonstrative 
character  of  a  discourse ;  but  lie  excelled  in  the  pathet- 
ic,  m  pungent,  forcible  addresses  to  the  heart  and  con- 
science. The  careless  and  irreverent  were  suddenly  ar- 
rested, and  stood  awed  before  him  ;  and  the  insensible 
were  made  to  feel,  while  he  asserted  and  maintained  the 
honour  of  his  God,  explained  the  meaning  of  the  divine 
law,  shewing  its  purity  and  justice ;  exposed  the  sinner*^ 
guilt ;  proved  him  to  be  miserable,  ruined,  and  inexcus* 
aJ)lc,  and  called  him  to  unfeigned,  immediate  repentance* 
But  he  was  not  less  a  son  of  consolation  to  the  mourn*, 
ing  sinner,  who  lamented  his  of&nees  committed  against 
God,  who  felt  the  plague  of  a  corrupt  heart,  and  longed 
for  salvation  ;  nor  did  he  fail  to  speak  a  word  of  direc* 
tion,  support  and  comfort,  in  due  season,  to  the  tried^ 
tempted  believer.  He  knew  how  to  publish  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation  in  the  Redeemer's  name,  for  the  con- 
solation of  all  who  believed  in  him,  or  had  discovered 
their  need  of  his  mediation  and  grace  y  and  to  him  this 
was  a  delightful  employment.  Success  attended  his  miDi* 
istrations,  and  many  owned  him  for  their  father  in  the 
gospel. 

*•  The  doctrines  he  embraced  were  those  which  are 
contained  in  the  Baptist  Confession  of  Faith,  and  are 
commonly  styled  Calvinistick.  But  he  was  of  a  liberal 
min^,  and  esteemed  pious  men  of  every  denomination. 
While  he  maintained  with  consistent  firmness,  the  doc* 
trines  which  he  believed  to  be  the  truths  oi  God,  he  wa& 
modest  in  the  judgment  which  he  formed  of  his  own 
opinion,  and  careful  to  avoid  giving  offence,  or  grieving 
any  good  man,  who  differed  from  him  in  sentiment. 
Hence,  he  was  cordially  esteemed  and  honoured  by  the 
wise  and  good  of  2^  denoounations.* 

*  An  honourable  tesdmony  was  borne  to  his  ministerial  abili^s  and  senice* 
br  a  rcsixM^table  clergyman  of  the  fipiiicapal  church,  who  had  made  extensive 
ctMervatioiiii  on  ^ubUck  characters.  After  going  to  hear  him,  perhaps  at  dif- 
ferent times,  while  he  was  employed  in  the  regular  course  of  service  in  his 
own  church,  in  the  city  of  Kew-Vork,  this  clei'gvman  noted  in  hb  joaraAl«. 
*<  that  he  tltoogbt  Mr*  Gano  potaetsed  the  best  pulpit  talents  of  any  man  he 
had  ever  heard.*^  This  anecdote  was  recdved  from  die  Rev.  Dr.  Boweu,  ot 
Nevr-Ycsk,  whoM  &ther  waa  the  dersym^  referred  to. 

Dr,  J^'urman's  Letier, 
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'  ^  His  attachment  to  his  country  as  a  citizen,  was  unshak- 
len,  in  the  times  which  tried  men's  souls ;  atul  as  a  chap- 
-lain  in  the  army,  for  a  term  of  years,  while  excluded 
from  his  church  and  home,  he  rendered  it  essential  ser- 
vice. Preserving  his  moral  dignity  with  the  purity  which 
becomes  a  gospd  minister,  he  commanded  respect  from 
the  officers ;  and  \rf  his  condescension  and  kindness,  won 
the  affections  of  the  soldiers,  inspiring  them  by  his  <ekam>- 
ple,  with  his  own  courage  and  firmness,  while  toeing ^ith 
them  through  military  scenes  of  hardship  and  danger.  . 

'^  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age ;  served  his  generation  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God ;  saw  his  posterity  multiplying 
around  him  j  his  country  independent,  free  and  happy  j 
the  church  of  Christ,  for  which  he  felt  and  laboured, 
advancing ;  and  thus  he  closed  his  eyes  in  peace  ;  his 
heart  expanding  with  the  sublime  hope  of  immortality 
and  heavenly  bliss* 

^^  Like  John,  the  harbinger  of  our  Redeemer,  ^'  he 
was  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,  and  many  rejoiced  in 
fais  liglit/'  Resembling  the  sun,  he  arose  in  the  church 
with  moriiing  brightness,  advanced  regularly  to  his  sta^ 
tion  of  meridian  splendour, and  then  gently  declined  with 
mild  efiulgence,  till  be  disappeared,  without  a  cloud  to 
intercept  his  rays,  or  obscure  his  glory/* 


JThe  follow  tog  biographical  sketches  of  that  excellent  man  who  is  the  subject 
of  them,  have  licen  selected  from  two  funeral  sermons,  which  were  preach- 
ed soon  after  his  decease  ;  the  one  by  Dr.  Kichard  Furman,  his  successor  in 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  Baptist  chuix:h,  in  Charleston  (Sw  C.)  and  the  other 
hy  u\\  William  RiM^ers,  of  Philadelphia.  Some  Ajliistance  in  the  compilation 
has  been  derived  from  the  Uistoiy  df  the  CliarlestaD  Assodation  by  Mr 
Wood  Funnan.] 

Oliver  Hart,  a.  m.  was  born  of  reputaUe  parentis, 
in  Warminster  township,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,' 
July  5, 1723.  His  attention  to  religion,  and  conversion 
to  God,  were  at  an  early  period  of  his  Kfe  ;  for  he  made 
a  publick  profession  of  religion  at  Southampton,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  received  a  member  of  the  church  in 
that  place  in  1741,  in  the  ISth  year  of  his  age  ;  having 
been  previously  baprized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenldn  Jones. 
At  that  time,  the  power  of  religion  was  greatly  display- 
ed in  various  parts  of  this  continent,  under  the  minis*- 
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try  of  those  eminent  servants  of  Christ,  Rev.  George 
Whitcfieldt  of  the  Episcopal  church,  the  Tennaots,  £d«- 
\vard8f  and  their  associates  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Con* 
gregational  churches ;  and  of  the  Rev.  Abel  Morgan, 
^nd  others  of  the  Baptist  church.  Several  of  these,  Mr. 
Hart,  at  this  time,  used  to  hear  ;  and  has  since  professed 
to  have  received  much  benefit  from  their  preaching, 
pfirticularly  from  Mr.  Whitefield's. 

Five  years  after  making  his  publick  profession  of 
religion,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1 746,  he  was  licen* 
«ed  to  preach,  by  the  church  with  which  he  first  united  ;» 
(ind  on  the  18th  of  October,  1749,  was  ordained  to  the 
great  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.' 

The  call  for  ministers  in  the  southern  States  beiog  ' 
great  at  that  time,  and  the  church  at  Charleston  (S.  C) 
being  destitute,  he  was  induced,  immediately  after  hi$ 
ordination,  to  set  out  for  that  city,  where  he  arrived 
early  in  December,  on  the  very  day  the  £imous  Mr. 
Chanler,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Ashley  River,  theja  the 
pnly  grdjuned  minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  who  had  preached  part  of 
t)M  time  for  the  church  in  Charleston,  as  a  supply,  was 
buried.  The  Charleston  church,  in  her  destitute  situa^ 
0on,  had  piade  applications,  both  to  Europe  and  th$ 
northern  States,  for  a  suitable  minister ;  and  one  who 
had  been  described  as  such  was  actually  expected :  but 
the  unexpected  coming  of  Mr.  Hart  was  considered  as 
directed  by  a  special  providence  ;  and  so  great  was  the 
satisfaction  of  the  church,  on  hearing  him,  that  he  was 
immediately  invited  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  them  ; 
with  which  he  was  accordingly  invented  on  the  16th  of 
February  following. 

For  thirty  years  firom  this  period,  he  executed  the 
office  of  pastor  of  that  church,  as  a  faithful,  evangelick 
minister  of  Christ,  passing  through  a  variety  of  scenes 
both  of  joy  wd  de|M-essipn  ;  but  exhibiting,  at  all  times, 
^n  uprightness  and  dignity,  both  of  temper  and  conduct, 
l>ecoming  his  religious  and  sacred  character.  His  life 
was  e^^enaplary,  and  hb  usefulness,  conspicuous.  But  oi) 
the  approach  of  the  British  fleet  and  army,  to  which 
Ct^rieston  was  ^rrendered  in  1780,  being  justly  appre- 
li^Qsive  of  t\i^  consequences  wbicl^  resulted  iroqi  ths 
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fiiege,  ?nd  de^kiog  to  preserve  tm  f$liticsi  HBerty,  with 
wbidbL  1|6  fouqd  \m  religiqus  intiiDately  cQUDected,  he  rei- 
tired  to  the  northern  States.  There  the  attention  of 
the  Sapti^t  church  at  Hopewell,  in  tb«  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, wa^aooq  attracted  towards  hiip,aird  in  consequence 
of  a  pressing  ioyltatign  frp^i  them,  be  became  their  pas* 
tor  on  the  16th  of  December  the  same  year,  and  served 
them  in  that  capacity,  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  vaiua* 
ble  Jifo* 

For  some  years  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  the 
iilfirmities  of  age,  and  several  severe  attacks  of  different 
diseases,  had  greatly  reduced  his  bodily  strength,  and 
disqualified  him  for  the  constant  performance  of  publick 
duties  ;  and  on  the  dtst  of  December,  179^,  in  the  73d 
year  of  hisi  age»  he  surrendered  his  soul  into  the  hands 
of  his  Qod  and  Redeemer. 

**  To;*ho5e  of  you,  my  dear  hearers,  (says  Dr.  Furman 
in  his  funeral  sermon)  who  enjoyed  the  honour  and  happi« 
ness  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  venerable  deceased,  an 
accouat  of  his  character  is  unnecesary  ;  it  shone  compio 
uously  in  your  view*  But  to  the  younger  part  of  my 
audience,  and  to  those  friends  who  have  come  lately 
;imong  us,  it  may  a&rd  useful  information. 

^^Iq  his  person  he  was  somewhat  tall,  well  propor- 
tioned, and  of  a  graceful  appearance  ;  of  an  active^ 
vigoi^ous  ccHistitntibn,  before  it  had  been  impaired  by 
close  application  to  hi3  studies,  and  by  his  abundant  la-^ 
hours. ;  his  countenance  was  open  and.  manly  \  his  voice 
clear,  harmonious  and  commanding ;  the  powers  of  his 
mind  were  strong  and  capacious,  and  enriched  by  a  fujul 
of  useful  kaowledge ;  his  taste  was  elegant  and  refined. 
Though  he  had  not  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  collegi- 
ate education^  nor  indeed  much  assistance  from  any  per* 
sonal  instruction.,  such  was  his  application,  that  by  pri*- 
vate  study  he  obtained  a  considerable  acquaintance  with 
cla^sicaji  loarnjupg,,  and  explored  the  fields  of  science ;  so 
that  in  the  year  1 7C9,  the  college  of  Rhode-Island,  in 
honour  to  his  literary  merit,  conferred  on  him  the  degree 
of  master  in  the  liberal  arts* 

'^  But  as  a  Christian  and  Divine,,  his  character  was  most 
coE))8picuous ;  no  person  who  heard  his  pious,  experi-' 
meut^l  discourses,  or  his  affectionate,  lefvent  addresses 
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to  God  'in  prayer ;  who  beheld  the  zeal  and  constancy 
he  manifested  in  the  publick  exercises  of  religion,  or  the 
disinterestedness,  humility,  benevolence,  charity,  dev<K 
cion,  and  equanimity  of  temper  he  discovered  on  all  oc- 
casions in  the  private  walks  of  Jife,  could  for  a  moment 
doubt  of  his  being  not  only  trufy^  but  emnently  religious. 
lie  possessed  in  a  large  measure  the  moral  and  social  vir- 
tues, and  had  a  mind  formed  for  friendship.  In  all  his 
reladve  connexions,  as  husband,  father,  brother,  master, 
.be  acted  with  the  greatest  propriety,  and  was  endeared 
to  those  who  were  connected  with  him  in  the  tender  ties. 

'^  From  a  part  of  his  diary  now  in  my  possession,  it 
appears  that  he  took  more  than  ordinary  pains  to  walk 
humbly  and  faitjifolly  with  God ;  to  live  under  impres* 
sions  of  the  love  of  Christ ;  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
divine  presence  ;  and  to  improve  all  his  time  and  oppor^ 
Cunities  to  the  noblest  purposes  of  religion  and  virtue. 

^'  In  his  religious  principles,  he  was  a  fixed  Calvinist, 
4md  a  consbtent,  liberal  Ckiptist.  The  doctrines  oi  free^ 
ffficachus  gracsj  were  precious  to  him ;  Christ  Jesus,  and 
bim  crucified,  in  the  perfection  of  his  righteousness,  the 
merit  of  his  death,  the  prevalence  of  his  intercession, 
and  efficacy  of  his  grace,  was  the  foundation  of  hb  hope, 
the  source  of  his  joy,  and  the  delightful  theme  of  his 
preaching. 

^'  His  sermons  were  peculiarly  serious,  containing  a 
happy  assemblage  of  doctrinal  and  practical  truths^  set 
in  an  engaging  light,  and  enforced  with  convincing  ar- 
guments. For  the  discussion  of  doctrinal  truths^  he  was 
more  especially  eminent,  to  which  also  he  was  prepared, 
by  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
and  an  extensive  reading  of  the  most  valuable,  both  of 
andafit  and  modern  authors.  His  eloquence,  at  least  in 
the  middle  stages  of  life,  was  not  of  the  most  popular 
kind,  but  perspicuous,  manly,  and  flowing  ;  such  as  af- 
forded pleasure  to  persons  df  true  taste,  and  edification 
to  the  serious  hearer. 

'^  With  these  various  qualifications  for  usefulness,  he 
possessed  an  ardent  desire  to  be  as  useful  as  possible ; 
which  cannot  be  better  represented  than  in  his  own 
words,  as  recorded  in  the  diary  before  referred  to,  and 
comprehends  a  part  of  his  life,  when  the  po^Msr 
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of  divine  grace  was  eminently  displayed  in  this  church. 
The  article  here  selected  was  written  just  before  that 
work  of  grace  began,  and  exemplifies  in  him  the  pious 
Christian,  as  well  as  the  faithful  Divine. 

•'  Monday,  Aug.  5,  1 754,  I  do  this  njoming  feel  my- 
self oppressed  under  a  sense  of  my  barrenness.  Alas  I 
what  do  I  for  God  ?  I  am,  indeed,  employed  in  his  vine- 
yard \  but  I  fear  to  little  purpose.  I  feel  the  want  of  the 
life  and  power  of  religion  in  my  own  heart :  this  causes 
such  a  languor  in  all  my  duties  to  God — ^this  makes  me 
so  poor  an  improver  of  time.  Alas !  I  am  frequently  on 
my  bed,  to  my  shame,  when  I  ought  to  be  on  my  knees. 
Sometimes  the  sun  appears  in  the  horizon,  and  begins 
hts  daily  course,  before  I  have  paid  my  tribute  of  praise 
to  God  ;  and,  perhaps^  while  I  am  indulging  myself  in 
inactive  slumbers.  Oh,  wretched  stupidity  1  Oh,  that» 
for  time  to  come,  I  nxay  become  more  active  for  God  ! 
I  would  this  morning  resolve,  before  thee,  O  God,  and 
in  thy  name  and  strength,  to  devote  myself  more  unre- 
servedly to  thy  service  than  I  have  hitherto  done :  I 
would  resolve  to  be  a  better  improver  of  my  time,  than 
J  have  hertofore  been  ;  to  rise  earlier  in  the  morning ; 
to  be  sooner  with  thee  in  secret  devotion ;  and  oh,  that 
I  may  be  more  devout  therein  !  I  would  be  more  en- 
gaged in  my  studies.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  I  may  im- 
prove more  by  them  !  And  when  I  go  abroad,  enable 
me  better  to  improve  my  visits,  that  I  may  always  leave 
a  savour  of  divine  things  behind  me.  When  I  go  to  thy 
house  to  speak  for  thee,  may  I  always  go  full  fraught 
with  things  divine,  and  be  enabled  faithfully  and  feeling* 
ly  to  dispense  the  word  of  life.  I  would  begin  and  end 
every  day  with  thee.  Teach  me  to  study  thy  glory  in 
all  I  do.  And  wilt  thou  be  with  me  also  in  the  night 
watches.  Teach  me  to  meditate  of  thee  on  my  bed. 
May  my  sleep  be  sanctified  to  me,  that  I  may  thereby 
be  fitted  to  thy  service,  nor  ever  desire  more  than  an- 
swers to  this  important  end.  Thus  teach  me  to  number 
my  days,,  th^t  1  may  apply  my  heart  unto  wisdom.*' 

"  These  vFrttimi^*  rescSutiofl^and  pious  breathings  of 
soul,  were  seconded  by  becoming'&KgrtigBa^boih  of4l  pub- 
lick  and  private  nature,  in  his  own  congregation  ;  am  ~ 
by  correspondent  labours  iq  churches  abroad ;   nor  were 
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they  without  success.  Many  owned  him  as  their  fathef 
in  the  gospel ;  among  these  are  two  distinguished  and 
useful  ministers,  who  survive  him,  ahd  shine  as  diffusive 
lights  in  the  church.*  These  were  not  only  awakened 
under  his  preaching,  but  introduced  also  by  him  into  a 
course  of  study,  for  the  ministry. 

"  The  formation  of  a  society  in  this  city,  to  assist  pious 
young  men  in  obtaining  education  for  the  publick  services 
of  the  church,  and  which  has  been  of  use  to  several, 
originated  with  him  ;  and  he  was  a  prime  mover  in  that 
plan  for  the  association  of  churches,  by  which  so  many 
of  our  churches  are  very  happily  united  at  the  present 
day.  To  him  also,  in  conjunction  with  his  beloved  and 
amiable  friends,  now  I  trust  with  God,  Rev.  Francis  Pe- 
lot,  and  Mr.  David  Williams,  is  that  valuable  work  of 
publick  utility,  the  System  of  Church  Discipline,  to  be  as* 
cribed.  His  printed  sermons  have  contributed  to  the 
general  interest  of  religion,  and  his  extensive  regular 
correspondence,  has  been  the  means  of  conveying  ration* 
id  pleasure  and  religious  improvement  to  many. 

*•  To  all  which  may  be  added,  his  usefulness  as  a  citi* 
aen  of  America.  Prompt  in  his  judgment,  ardent  in  his 
love  of  liberty,  and  rationally  jealous  for  the  rights  of  hi^ 
country  ;  he  took  an  early  and  decided  part  in  tholse 
measures,  which  led  our  patriots  to  successful  opposition 
against  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power  ;  and 
brought  us  to  possess  all  the  blessings  of  our  happy  inde* 
pendence.  Yet  he  did  not  mix  politicks  with  the  gospd, 
nor  desert  the  duties  of  his  station  to  pursue  them ;  but 
attending  to  each  in  its  proper  place,  he  gave  weight  to 
his  political  sentiments,  by  the  propriety  and  uprightness 
of  his  conduct ;  and  the  influence  of  it  was  fdt  by  marty. 

^^  But  this  amiable  and  excellent  man  has  now  finish*^ 
ed  his  course,  and  is  gone  to  render  an  account  of  his 
stewardship  to  his  Lord  and  Master,  to  whom  he  knew 
he  was  accountable  for  his  various  gifts  and  graces,  and 
whom  to  serve  and  honour  was  his  delightful  employ. 
On  such  an  occasion  we  are  ready  to  exclaim  with  Efi- 
sha,  when  he  beheld  the  a^^^endiiig  prophet,'  **  My  father ! 

.-^Rev.  Dr.  sTSmMM^^oSJtal  whosepraise  k  in  all  Uie  chwrcJies ;  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Botsford,  among  ourselves.  Tt)  these  may  be  added  a  third,  Mr.  Ewin, 
wko  miccecdi  Mr.  Hart,  a»  pMtor  U  tlic  clnrch  at  HopevrtU»  April  ath,  1796t 
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my  father  I  the  chariot  of  Israel  and  tht  horsemen  there- 
of T'  Our  bek)Ved  friend  is  removed  from  the  world  $ 
and  all  those  among  whom  he  once  went  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christy  shall^  in  the  flesh,  see  his  face 
no  more.  May  Heaven  aupport  his  pious,  weeping 
widow,  so  greatly  bereaved  ;  and  may  indu^ent  Provi* 
dence  and  grace  provide  for  the  youth  who  is  kft  as  the 
son  of  his  old  age  !'' 

The  following  account  of  Mr.  Hart*s  last  illness  and 
death  is  found  in  a  note  in  Dr.  Rogers's  funeral  sermon. 
For  many  months  previous  to  his  death,  be  repeat- 
edly said,  that  he  viewed  himself  as  a  dying  man.  A  few 
days  after  he  was  taken  with  his  last  illness,  and  whiU 
he  was  able  to  walk  about  the  rx>om,  he  called  for  his 
Will,  gave  it  to  a  friend,  and  desired  him  to  get  his  re- 
mains .  conveyed  to  Southampton,  the  family  burying- 
place.  It  was  with  such  difi&culty  at  this  time  that  he 
drew  his  breath,  and  the  agony  he  was  in,  was  so  great, 
that  he  said,  he  should  not  think  it  strange  if  he  should 
go  into  convulsions.  The  struggle  forisreath  broke  a 
vessel,  and  he  spat  a  quantity  of  blood  ;  yet  not  a  mxa* 
mur  or  undue  complaint !  He  would  frequently  lift  up 
his  hands  and  say,  ^^  Poor  mortal  man !''  A  friend  once 
replied,  ^'^^^^^^^^^ ^^  P^^  OQ  immortality"— -he  an- 
swered, ^^  Yes !  yes !"  He  would  often  say,  ^^  I  want,  I 
want !"  Being  asked  what  he  wanted  ?  ^M  want  the  will 
of  the  Lord  to  be  done  V*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Home 
called  to  see  him  }  he  asked  him  if  he  felt  comfortable  ; 
he  replied,  ^^  God  is  an  all-sufficient  Saviour !" 

'^  A  person,  who  at  one  time  was  sitting  by,  and  ob- 
serving liis  great  bodily  distress,  said,  ^'  How  haf^y  for 
Mr«  Hart,  that  he  has  but  one  work  to  do  V*  Dying  was 
meant.  He  immediately  replied,  ^^  Christ  is  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth  !*' 

Det.  29.  He  called  for  all  around  him,  to  help  him 
fraise  the  Lord  far  what  he  had  done  for  his  souU  fieii^ 
told  he  would*soon  join  the  company  of  saints  and  angels^ 
he  replied,  "  Enough,  enough  !" 

Dec^  SO.  His  cough  and  spitting  of  blood  increased, 
and  every  breath  was  accompanied  with  a  groan.  When 
he  died,  he  just  put  his  head  a  little  back;  dosed  his  eyes 
as  if  he  were  gcnng  into  a  sleep,  and  expired  I" 
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Mr.  Hsrt  was  twice  married  ;  his  first  wife  was  MSv 
Sarah  Brees,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
were  dead,  except  two,  in  1 796,  and  these  members  of 
the  church  in  Charleston  (S.  C.)  His  second  wife  was 
Mrs.  Anne  Grimball,  relict  of  Mr.  Charles  Grimball  of 
South-Cardina,  by  wh<Mn  he  had  two  sons ;  the  first  died 
young ;  the  other,  whose  name  is  William  Rogers,*  is 
living  in  South-Carolina. 

Several  sermons  and  other  compositions  of  Mr.  Hart's 
have  appeared  in  print,  viz.  Dancing  Exploded  ;  A  Fu- 
neral Discourse,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
William  Tennant ;  The  Christian  Temple  ;  A  Circvlar 
Letter  on  Christ's  Mediatorial  Character ;  Amisrica's 
Remembrancer ;  and  A  Gospel  Church  pourtrayed.  Be- 
sides these,  he  has  left  in  manuscript  many  valuable  dis- 
courses on  publick  and  conoimon  occasions,  exclusive  of 
other  writings. 

For  a  time  during  his  ministry  in  Charleston,  Mr. 
Hart  su£fered  a  distressing  trial,  in  consequence  of  an  at- 
tempt to  supplant  him  in  the  pastoral  office,  and  pbce 
in  his  room  Mr.  Bedgegood,  who  was  then  his  assistant, 
and  possessed  popular  talents,  though  not  free  from 
blemishes  of  character.  His  conscientious  opposition 
was  l^  some  attributed  to  envy  ;  and  on  the  ^lure  of 
the  plan,  several  of  the  wealthier  members  withdrew. 

Mr.  Hart  was  zealous  and  active  in  the  cause  of 
American  independjence.  In  1775  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Council  of  Safety,  which  then  exercised  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority  in  South-Carolina,  to  travel  in  con- 
function  with  Hon.  William  H.  Drayton  and  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Tennant,  into  the  interior  of  the  State^  and  concil- 
iate the  inhabitants  to  the  measures  of  Congress,  by  re- 
moving their  prejudices,  and  giving  them  a  just  view  of 
their  political  interests.  It  was  believed  that  the  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Hart,  exerted  on  this  occasion,  was  the 
means  of  pr^enting  bloodshed,  when  the  tones  first 
embodied. 


Samubl  HA&aw«-^By  reverting  to  the  biography  of 
Mr.  Maxakall,  the  reader  will  find  that  in  one  of  his  evan- 
gelical journies,  he  had  the  singular  happiness  to  baptise 

♦  Named  after  Dr.  Rogers,  of  Philadelpliia. 
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Mr.  Samuel,  commonly  called  Colonel  Harris.  Mr.  Harris 
was  born  in  Hanover  county,  Virginia,  Jan.  12,  1724. 
Few  men  could  boast  of  more  respectable  parentage. 
His  education,  though  not  the  most  liberal,  was  very 
considerable  for  the  customs  of  that  day.  When  young, 
he  moved  to  the  county  of  Pittsylvania ;  and  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  age,  became  a  favourite  with  the  people  as  well 
as  with  the  rulers.  He  was  appointed  Church  Warden^ 
Sheriff,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Burgess  for  the  county. 
Colonel  of  the  Militia,  Captain  of  Mayo  Fort  and  Com<- 
missary  for  the  fort  and  army.  All  these  things,  how- 
ever, he  counted  but  dross,  that  he  might  win  Christ 
Jesus,  and  btoome  a  minister  of  his  word  aniong  the 
Baptists ;  a  sect  at  that  time  every  where  spoken  against. 
His  conversion  was  effected  in  the  following  way  :  He 
first  became  serious  and  melancholy  without  knowing 
why.  By  reading  and  conversation  he  discovered  that 
he  was  a  helpless  sinner,  and  that  a  sense  of  his  guilt 
was  the  true  cause  of  his  gloom  of  mind.  Pressed  with 
this  conviction,  he  ventured  to  attend  Baptist  preaching. 
On  one  of  his  routes  to  visit  the  forts  in  his  official  charac- 
ter, he  called  at  a  small  house,  where,  he  understood, 
there  was  to  be  Baptist  preaching.  The  preachers  were 
Joseph  and  William  Murphy,  at  that  time  commonly 
called  Murphy's  boys.  Being  equipped  in  his  military 
dress,  he  was  not  wiUing  to  appear  in  a  conspicuous  place. 
God,  nevertheless,  found  him  out  by  his  Spirit.  His 
convictions  now  sunk  so  deep,  that  he  was  no  longer  able 
to  conceal  thftm.  He  left  his  sword  and  other  parts  of 
his  equipments,  some  in  one  jplace  and  some  in  another. 
The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  stuck  fast  in  him,  nor 
could  he  shake  theip  off  until  some  time  after.  At  a 
meeting,  when  the  congregation  rose  from  prayer.  Col. 
Harris  was  observed  still  on  his  knees,  with  his  head  and 
hands  hanging  over  the  bench*  Some  of  the  people  went 
to  his  relief,  and  found  him  senseless.  When  he  came 
to  himself,  he  smiled  j  and  in  an  ecstasy  of  Joy,  exclaimed. 
Glory !  glory  !  glory  !  &c«  Soon  after  this  he  was  bap- 
tized by  Rev.  Daniel  Marshall,  as  mentioned  above. 
This  probably  took  place  some  time  in  the  year  1 75H. 
He  did  not  confer  with  fle^h  and  blood,  but  imip^diately 
began  his  nvinisterial  labours ;  which  i^erwsu^ds  prored 
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to  effectual  as  to  acquire  him  the  name  of  the  Virgisfai 
Apostle. 

In  1 750  he  was  ordained  a  ruling  elder.    His  labours 
were  chiefly  confined^  for  the  first  six  or  seven  years^  to 
the  adjacent  counties  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina } 
never  having  past  to  the  north  of  James  River  until  the 
year  1 765.    During  the  first  years  of  his  ministry,  be 
often  travelled  with   Mr.   Marshall ;   and  must  have 
caught  much  of  his  spirit,  for  there  is  obviously  a  con- 
siderable resemblance  in  their  manners.    January,  1765, 
Allen  Wyley  travelled  out  to  Pittsylvania,  to  seek  for  a 
preacher.     He  had  been  previously  baptized  by  some 
regular  Baptist  minister  in  Fauquier ;  but  not  being  able 
to  procure  preachers  to  attend  in  his  own  neighbourhood, 
and  hearing  of  New-lights,  (as  they  were  called  in  North* 
Carolina)  he  set  out  by  himself,  scarcely  knowing  whither 
he  was  going.     God  directed  his  way,  and  brought  him 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  Harris,  on  a  meeting  day* 
He  went  to  the  meeting,  and  was  immediately  noticed 
by  Mr.  Harris,  ahd  asked  whence  he  came  ?    He  replied 
that  he  was  seeking  a  gospel  minister ;  and  God  having 
directed  his  course  to  him,  that  he  was  tt>e  man,  and  that 
be  wished  him  to  go  with  him  to  Culpepper.     Mr.  Har. 
ris  agreed  to  go,  like  Peter,  nothing  doubting  but  it  ww 
a  call  from  God.    This  visit  was  abundantly  blessed  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Redeemer's  cause*    Soon  afte^ 
he  had  returned,  three  messengers  came  from  SpottsyU 
vania  to  obtain  Mr.  Harris's  services.    He  d<^rted  in- 
to North-Carolina  to  seek  James  Read,  who  was  ordain- 
ed  to  the  ministry.    Their  labours  were  so  highly  fa- 
voured, that  from  that  time  Mr.  Harris  became  almost 
a  constant  traveller.    Not  confining  himself  to  narrow 
limits,  but  led  on  from  place  to  place,  wherever  he  couM 
see  an  opening  to  do  good,  there  he  would  hoist  the  flag 
of  peace.    There  was  scarcely  any  place  in  Virginia,  in 
which  he  did  not  sow  the  gospel  seed.     It  was  not  untH 
i  769,  that  this  eminently  useful  man  was  ordained  to 
the  administration  of  ordinances.    Why  he  was  not  or- 
dained at  an  Earlier  period,  is  not  certainly  known  \ 
some  say,  that  he  did  not  wish  it ;  others,  that  his  opin- 
ions respecting  the  support  of  ministers  were  objected 
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Co  by  the  leading  elders.    After  his  ordinationt  he  bap- 
tized as  well  as  preached. 

In  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  Harris  might  be  consider- 
ed as  one  of  the  most  excellent  of  men«  Being  in  easy 
circumstances  when  he  became  religions,  he  devoted  not 
only  himself  but  almost  all  his  property  to  religious  ob- 
jects. He  had  begun  a  large  new  dwelling-house,  suita* 
ble  to  his  former  dignity,  Mfhich,  as  soon  as  it  was  en- 
dosed,  he  appropriated  to  the  use  of  publick  worship,  con* 
tinning  to  live  in  the  old  one. 

After  maintaining  his  family  in  a  very  frugal  manner, 
he  distributed  his  surplus  income  to  charitable  purposes. 
During  the  war,  when  it  was  extremely  dii&cult  to  pro- 
cure salt,  he  kept  two  waggons  running  to  Petersburg, 
to  bring  up  salt  for  his  neighbours.  His  manners  were 
of  the  most  winning  sort,  having  a  singular  talent  at 
touching  the  feelings.  He  scarcely  ever  went  into  a 
house,  without  exhorting  and  praying  for  those  he  met 
there. 

As  a  doctrinal  preacher,  his  talents  were  rather  below 
mediocrity,  unless  at  those  times  when  he  was  highly 
£ivoured  from  above ;  then  he  would  sometimes  display 
considerable  ingenuity.  His  excellency  lay  chiefly  in  ad- 
dressing the  heart,  and  perhaps  even  Whitefield  did  not 
surpass  him  in  this.  When  animated  himself,  he  seldom 
£iiled  to  animate  his  auditory.  Some  have  described 
him,  when  exhorting  at  great  meetings,  as  pouring  forth 
streams  of  celestial  lightning  from  his  eyes,  which, 
whithersoever  he  turned  his  face,  would  strike  down 
hundreds  at  once.  Hence  he  is  often  called  i3oanerge?« 
So  much  was  Mr.  Harris  governed  by  his  feelings,  that 
if  he  began  to  preach  and  did  not  feel  some  liberty  of 
utterance,  he  would  tell  his  audience  he  could  not  preach 
without  the  Lord,  and  then  sit  down.  Not  long  before 
the  commencement  of  the  great  revival  in  Virginia,  Mr« 
H.  Iiad  a  paraly  tick  shock,  irom  which  he|  never  entirely 
recovered.  Yet  this  did  not  deter  him  from  his  diligent 
usefulness.  If  he  could  not  go  as  far,  he  was  still  not 
idle  within  that  sphere  allowed  him  by  his  infirmities. 
At  all  Associations  and  general  committees,  where  he  was 
delegated,  be  was  alnK>st  invariably  made  moderator. 
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This  office,  like  every  thing  eke,  he  discharged  with  some 
degree  of  sin^larity,  yet  to  general  satisfiaction. 

For  some  wort  time  previous  to  his  death,  his  senses 
were  considerably  palsied  ;  so  that  we  are  deprived  of 
such  pious  remarks,  as  would  probably  have  £adlen  from 
this  extraordinary  servant  of  God  in  his  las^t  hours*  He 
vi^as  somewhat  over  seventy-  years  of  age  when  he  died* 

The  remarkable  anecdotes  told  of  Mr.  H>  are  so  nume- 
rous, that  they  would  fill  a  volume  of  themselves,  if  they 
were  collected.     A  part  of  them  only  we  shall  record. 

Mr.  H.  like  Mr.  Marshall,  possessed  a  soul  incapable  of 
being  dismayed  by  any  difficulties.  To  obtain  his  own 
consent  to  undertake  a  laudable  enterprize,  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  him  to  know  that  it  was  possible.  Ifis  faith  was 
sufficient  to  throw  mountains  into  the  sea,  if  they  stood 
in  the  way.  He  seems  also  never  to  have  been  appalled 
by  the  fear  or  shame  of  man,  but  could  confront  the 
stoutest  sons  of  pride,  and  boldly  urge  the  humble  doc^ 
trines  of  the  cross.  Like  the  brave  soldier,  if  beaten 
back  at  the  first  onset,  he  was  still  ready  for  a  further 
assault ;  so  that  he  often  conquered  opposers,  that  to 
others  appeared  completely  hopeless.  With  this  spirit 
he  commenced  his  career. 

Earlv  after  he  embraced  religion,  his  mind  was  impress* 
ed  witn  a  desire  to  preach  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  fort.  An  opportunity  offi^red  in  Fort  Mayo,  and  Mr. 
Harris  began  his  harangue,  urging  most  vehemently  the 
necessity  of  the  new  birth.  In  the  course  of  his  harangue, 
an  officer  interrupted  him,  saying,  ^^  Colonel,  you  have 
sucked  much  eloquence  from  the  rum-cask  to-day ;  pray 
give  us  a  little,  that  we  may  declaim  as  well,  when  it 
comes  to  our  turn.''  Harris  replied,  ^'  I  am  not  drunk ;'' 
and  resumed  his  discourse.  He  had  not  gone  fir,  before 
he  was  accosted  by  another,  in  a  serious  manner,  who, 
looking  in  his  face,  said,  ^  Sam,  you  say  you  are  not 
drunk  \  pray  are  you  not  mad  then  r  What  the  d — ^1  ails 
you  V^  Col.  Harris  replied  in  the  words  of  Pftul,  ^^  I  am 
not  mad,  most  noble  gentleman."  He  continued  speak- 
ing publickly  and  privately,  until  one  of  the  gentlemen 
received  such  impressions  as  were  never  afterwards  sha* 
ken  off;  but  he  afterwards  became  a  pious  Chrisciaii« 


)  Bkgrafhy  rf  Samuel  HarrU*  SSJ. 

.  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Harris  found  a  sad  altecitk)n  as 
to  his  religious  enjoyment.  He  prayed  God  to  restore 
the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  renew  communion  with 
him  ;  but  his  petition  was  deferred.  He  then  went  in- 
to the  woods,  and  sought  for  the  happiness  he  had  lost ; 
thinking  that,  peradventure,  God  would  answer  his 
prayer  there,  though  not  in  the  fort,  where  so  much 
wickedness  abounded ;  but  no  answer  came.  Then  he 
began  to  inquire  into  the  cause  why  God  dealt  so  with 
him.  The  first  that  offered  was  his  lucrative  offices } 
upon  which  he  determined  to  lay  them  down  immedi- 
ately, and  settle  his  accounts  with  the  publick.  Having 
now  removed  the  Atban  out  of  the  camp,  as  he  thought, 
he  renewed  his  suit  for  a  restoration  of  the  joy  which  he 
had  lost ;  but  still  ^^  the  vision  tarried,  and  the  prophe- 
cy brought  not  forth."  He  began  to  examine  himself  a 
second  time.  Then  he  suspected  his  money  was  the 
cause,  and  that  he  had  made  gold  his  trust.  Accordingly 
he  took  all  his  money  and  threw  it  away  into  the  bush- 
es, where  it  remains  to  this  day,  for  aught  any  one  knows 
to  the  contrary.  After  this,  he  prayed  again,  and  found 
that  man's  impatience  will  not  shorten  the  time  which 
infinite  wisdom  hath  measured  out  for  delays  or  benef« 
icence.  However,  in  due  time  the  wished-for  good 
came,  ^^l  am  aware  (says  Mr.  Morgan  Edwards,  n-om 
whose  MS.  history  this  anecdote  is  selected)  that  this 
story  will  render  the  wisdom  of  the  Colonel  suspected. 
Be  it  so.  It  nevertheless  establishes  the  truth  of  his  pi* 
ety,  and  shows  that  he  preferred  communion  with  God 
before  riches  and  honours.'' 

Rough  was  the  treatment  which  Mr.  Harris  met  with 
amongst  his  rude  countrymen*  In  one  of  his  journies  in 
the  county  of  Culpepper,  a  Capt.  Ball  and  his  gang  came 
to  a  place  where  he  was  preaching,  and  said,  ^'  You  shall 
not  preach  here/' — A  by-stander,  whose  name  was  Jere- 
miah Minor,  replied,  *'  But  he  shall"  From  this  sharp 
contention  of  words,  they  proceeded  to  a  sharper  contest 
of  blows  and  scuffles.  Friends  on  both  sides  interested 
themselves ;  some  to  make  peace,  and  others  to  .back 
their  foremen.  The  supporters  of  Mr.  Harris  were  prob- 
ably most  of  them  worldly  people,  who  acted  from  no 
other  principle,  than  to  defend  a  minister  thus  insulted 
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and  abused.  But  if  they  were  Christians,  they  were  cer« 
tainly  too  impatient  and  resentful,  and  manifested  toa 
much  of  the  spirit  Peter  had  when  he  drew  his  sword 
on  the  high-priest's  servant.  CoL  Harris's  friends  took 
him  into  a  house,  and  set  Lewis  Craig  toguard  the  door, 
while  he  was  preaching  ;  but  presently  Ball's  gang  came 
up,  drove  the  sentinel  from  his  stand,  and  battered  open 
tlie  door ;  but  they  were  driven  back  by  the  people 
within.  This  involved  them  in  another  contest,  and 
thus  the  day  ended  in  confusion. 

On  another  occa^on  he  was  arrested  and  carried  into 
Court,  as  a  disturber  of  the  peace.  In  Court,  a  Capt. 
Williams  vehemently  accused  him  as  a  vagabond,  a  her« 
etic,  and  a  mover  of  sedition  every  where.  Mr.  Harris 
made  his  defence.  But  the  Court  ordered  that  he  shtiuld 
not  preach  in  the  county  again  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months,  or  be  committed  to  prison.  The  Colonel  told 
them  that  he  lived  two  hundred  miles  from  thence, 
and  that  it  was  not  likely  he  should  disturb  them  again 
in  the  course  of  one  year.  Upon  this  he  was  dismissed. 
From  Culpepper  he  went  to  Fauquier,  and  preached  at 
Carter's  Run.  From  thence  he  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge, 
and  preached  at  Shenandoah.  On  his  return  from 
thence,  he  turned  in  at  Capt.  Thomas  Clanathan's,  in 
the  county  of  Culpepper,  where  there  was  a  meeting. 
While  certain  young  ministers  were  preaching,  the  word 
of  God  began  to  burn  in  CoL  Harris's  heart.  When 
they  finished,  he  arose  and  addressed  the  congregation, 
*^  I  partly  promised  the  devil,  a  few  days  past,  at  the 
court-house,  that  I  would  not  preach  in  this  county  again 
for  the  term  of  a  year :  but  the  devil  is  a  perfidious 
wretch,  and  covenants  with  him  are  not  to  be  kept,  and 
therefore  I  will  preach."  He  preached  a  lively,  animate 
ing  sermon.    The  Court  never  meddled  with  him  more* 

In  Orange  county,  one  Benjamin  Healy  pulled  Mr» 
Harris  down  from  the  place-  where  he  was  preaching, 
and  hauled  him  about,  sometimes  by  the  hand,  sometimes 
by  the  leg,  and  sometimes  by  the  hair  of  the  head  ;  but 
the  persecuted  preacher  had  friends  here  also,  who  es- 
poused his  part,  and  rescued  him  from  the  rage  of  liis 
enemies.  This,  as  in  a  former  case,  brought  on  a  con* 
tention  between  his  advocates  and  opposers ;   during 


wkich^a  Capt.  Jameaon  sent  Mr.  Harris  to  a  hoiise  wl^re 
ivas  a  loft  with  a  step-ladder  to  ascend  it ;  into  that  loft 
he  hurried  him,  took  away  the  ^tep-ladder,  and  left  the 
good  onan  secure  from  his  eneidies. 

Near  Haw^river,  a  rude  fellow  came  up  to  Mr.  Harris^ 
and  knocked  him  down  while  he  was  preaching. 

He  went  to  preach  to  the  prisoners  once,  in  the  town 
of  Hillsborough,  where  he  was  locked.up  in  the  gaol^ 
tod  kept  for  some  time« 

Notwithstanding  these  things,  Cd.  Harris  did  not  su& 
&r  as  many  persecutions  as  some  other  Baptist  |>reach« 
ets*  Tempered  in  some  degree  peculiar  to  himself,  per* 
haps  his  bold,  noble,  yet  huoible  manner,  dismayed  the 
ferocious  spirits  of  the  opposers  of  religiom 

A*  criminal,  who  had  been  just  pardoncki  at  the  gaUowsf 
pnce  lAet  him  on  the  road,  suid  showed  him  his  reprietew 
**  Well,"  said  he,  "  and  have  you  shown  it  to  Jesus  ?*' 
^^  No,  Mr.  Harris,  I  want  you  to  do  that  for  me,''  The 
old  man  immediately  descended  from  his  horse,  in  the 
road,  and  making  the  man  also  alight,  they  both  kneeled 
down  J  Mr.  H.  put  one  hand  on  the  oian's  head,  and 
with  the  other  held  open  the  pardon,  and  thus,  in  behalf 
of  the  criminal,  returned  thanks  for  his  reprieve,  and 
prayed  for  him  to  obtain  God*s  pardon  also. 

The  following  very  interesting  narrative  was  published 
by  Mr.  Semple,  in  his  History  of  the  Virginia  Baptists ; 
it  has  also  been  published  by  Mr.  John  Leland,  in  his 
Budget  of  Scraps,  under  the  title  of  "  Prayer  better  than 
Law-suits**  As  there  is  some  little  variwtton,  not  as  to 
matters  of  fact,  but  in  the  mode  of  eiipression^  in  these 
two  relaters,  I  have  selected  from  them  both  this  singi^ 
lar  and  instructive  story.  When  Mi*.  Harris  began  to 
preach,  his  soul  was  so  absorbed  in  the  vmork,  that  it 
was  difficult  for  him  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  this  life* 
Finding  at  length  the  absolute  need  of  providing  more 
grain  for  his  family  than  his  plantation  had  produced, 
he  weift  to  a  man  who  owed  him  a  sum  oi  money,  and 
totd  him,  he  would  be  very  glad  if  he  would  discharge 
the  debt  be  owed  him.  The  man  Replied,  "  1  have  no 
money  by  me,  and  therefore  cannot  oblige  youi*'  Har- 
ris said,  *^  I'want  the  money  to  purchase  wheat  for  m 
family ;  and  as  you  have  r^sed  a  good  crop  of  wheat 
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will  take  that  article  of  you,  instead  of  money,  at  a  cur- 
rent price."  The  man  answered,  "  I  have  other  uses 
for  my  wheat,  and  cannot  let  you  have  it."  "  How 
then,"  said  Harris,  "  do  you  intend  to  pay  me  ?"  "  I 
never  intend  to  pay  you,  until  you  sue  me,"  replied  the 
debtor,  "and  therefore  you  may  begin  your  suit  as  soon 
as  you  please."  Mr.  Harris  left  him,  meditating  : 
•*  Good  God,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  what  shall  I  do  ? 
Must  I  leave  preaching  to  attend  to  a  vexatious  law-suit ! 
Perhaps  a  thousand  souls  w^ill  perish  in  the  mean  time  for 
the  want  of  hearing  of  Jesus  !  No,  I  will  not.  Well, 
what  will  you  do  for  yourself  ?  Why,  this  I  will  do ;  I 
will  sue  him  at  the  Court  of  Heaven."  Having  resolved 
what  to  do,  he  turned  aside  into  a  wood,  and  fell  upon 
his  knees,  and  thus  began  his  suit :  "  O  blessed  Jesus  \ 
thou  eternal  God !  Thou  knowest  that  I  need  the  money 
which  the  man  owes  me,  to  supply  the  wants  of  my 
family ;  but  he  will  not  pay  me  without  a  law-suit. 
Dear  Jesus,  shall  I  quit  thy  cause,  and  leave  the  souls  of 
men  to  perish  ?  Or  wilt  thou,  in  mercy,  open  some 
other  way  of  relief  ?"  In  this  address,  the  Colonel  had 
such  nearness  to  God,  that  (to  use  his  own  words)  Jesus 
said  unto, him,  **  Harris,  I  will  enter  bonds-man  for  the 
man— you  keep  on  preaching,  and  omit  the  law-suit — ^I 
will  take  care  of  you,  and  see  that  you  have' your  pay.** 
Mr.  Harris  felt  well  satisfied  with  his  security,  but 
thought  it  would  be  unjust  to  hold  the  man  a  debtor, 
when  Jesus  had  assumed  payment.  He,  therefore,  wrote 
a  receipt  in  full  of  all  accounts  which  he  had  against  the 
tnan,  and  dating  it  in  the  woods,  where  Jesus  entered 
bail,  he  signed  it  witli  his  own  name.  Going,  the  next 
day,  by  the  man's  house  to  attend  a  meeting,  he  gave 
the  receipt  to  a  servant,  and  bid  him  deliver  it  to  his 
master.  On  returning  from  the  meeting,  the  man:  hail- 
ed  him  at  his  gate  and  said,  "  Mr.  Harris  What  (Sfi4  you 
n^ean  by  the  receipt  you  sent  me  this  morningj*^-  Mr. 
Harris  replied,  "  1  meant  just  as  I  wrote."  **48ut  you 
know.  Sir,"  answered  the  debtor,  *'  1  have  never  paid 
you."  ''True,"  said  Mr.  Harris,  "  and  I  know,  also,  that 
you  said  you  never  would,  except  I  sued  you.  But, 
Sir,  I  sued  you  at  the  Court  of  Heaven,  anid  Jer  us  enter- 
ed bail  for  youj  and  has  agreed  to  pay  me  ;  I  have,  there- 
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fore^  given  you  a  discharge  V*  "  But  I  insist  upon  it,*'- 
said  the  man,  "  matters  shall  not  be  left  so."  "  I  am 
well  satisfied,"  answered  Harris,  "  Jesus  will  not  fail  me  ; 
1  leave  you  to  settle  the  account  with  him  another  day. 
Farewell."  This  operated  so  effectually  on  the  man's 
conscience,  that  in  a  few  days  he  loaded  his  waggon,  and 
sent  wheat  enough  to  discharge  the  debt. 

A  complete  history  of  the  life  of  this  venerable  man, 
would  furnish  still  a  lengthy  catalogue  of  anecdotes  of 
the  most  interesting  kind.  But  we  shall  close  his  biog- 
raphy, by  relating  one,  which,  though  of  a  different 
nature,  is  not  less  curious  than  any  of  the  former. 

The  General  Association  of  Separate  Baptists  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  year  1774,  in  the  ardour  of  their  zeal  for 
reformation,  and  the  revival  of  primitive  order,  resolv- 
ed that  the  office  of  Apostles,  together  with  all  the  other 
offices  mentioned  in  Ephesians,  4th  chapter  and  11th 
verse,  were  still  to  be  maintained  in  the  church.  Pur- 
suant to  this  resolution,  the  Association  proceeded,  in 
the  first  place,  to  choose  by  ballot  one  from  amongst 
them,  to  officiate  in  the  dignified  character  of  an  Apos- 
tle. Mr.  Harris  was  elected,  and  consented  to  be  ordain- 
ed to  his  Apostolick  function,  by  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  every  ordained  minister  in  the  Association.* 
So  that  he  was  for  a  time,  in  fact,  as  he  was  generally 
called  by  way  of  eminence,  the  Apostle  of  Virginia. 


Dutton  Lane  was  born  November  7,  1732,  nea» 
Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  At  what  time  he  became  a  res- 
ident of  Virginia,  is  not  knowii ;  but  he  was  baptized 
by  Shubael  Stearns,  in  1 758.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry,  and,  probably,  to  the  care  of  Dan  River  church, 
October  22,  1764,  having  commenced  publick  speaking 
immediately  after  he  was  baptized.  Mr.  Lane  was  not 
a  maivof  much  learning ;  but  having  a  strong  consti- 
tution,'a  commanding  voice,  and  fervent  spirit,  he  did 
great  things  in  his  Master's  service. 

Unenlightened  as  the  Virginians  were,  at  that  time,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  go 

*  See  a  fall  account  of  this  singular  experiment,  in  tlic  History  oi  the  Vir* 
liiiia  Baptists. 
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in  peace.  His  own  father  was  among  the  first  to  set  fal$ 
face  against  the  Baptists  generally,  and  against  his  son 
Button  in  particular.  He  once  pursued  him  with  an 
instrument  of  death  to  kill  him.  It  fell  out,  however, 
that  instead  of  killing  his  son,  he  was  himself  slain  by 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  from  which  he  soon  after  reviv* 
ed  with  a  hope  of  eternal  life,  and  was  baptized  by  tliat 
f  ery  son,  whom  he  would  have  slain. 

Mr.  Lane  was  once  preaching  at  a  place  called  Meher- 
rin,  in  Lunenburgh  county,  where  a  Mr.  Joseph  Wit 
Kams,  a  m^^gistrate,  charged  him  before  the  whole  con- 
grcgation,  not  to  come  there  to  preach  again,  Mr.  Lane 
mildly  replied,  that  as  there  were  many  other  places 
where  he  could  preach  without  interruption,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  should  come  there  again  shortly.  After 
wishing  peace  to  the  rest  of  the  company,  he  gravely  ad* 
dressed  Mr.  Williams,  and  said,  "  Little,  Sir,  as  you 
now  think  it,  my  impressions  tell  me,  that  you  will  be- 
come a  Baptist,  a  warm  espouser  of  that  cause,  which 
you  now  persecute."  This  prediction  came  to  pass  j 
for  in  about  twelve  years,  Williams  embraced  religion, 
was  baptized^  and  became  a  zealous  member,  and  useful 
deacon  in  the  church  that  was  afterwards  formed  at  that 
place. 

Once  he  was  preaching  against  drunkenness,  and  ex- 
posing the  vileness  and  danger  of  the  practice,  when  one 
John  Giles  stood  up,  saying  angrily,  "  I  know  who  you 
mean,'*  and  with  a  blasphemous  oath,  declared,  "  I'll  de. 
molish  you/'  But  this  self-condemned  sot  was  prevent- 
ed from  doing  any  harm. 

One  William  Cocker  had  conceived  such  malignity 
against  the  Baptists,  that  he  was  accustomed  to  say,  that 
he  would  rather  go  to  hell  than  heaven,  if  going  to 
heaven  required  him  to  be  a  Baptist.  But  falling  in  ac- 
tidentally  where  Mr.  Lane  preached,  he  was  struck  down 
with  deep  conviction  ;  from  which,  being  delivered  by 
converting  grace,  he  became  a  pious  Baptist. 

Mr.  Lane  continued  preaching  till  his  death  ;  but  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  was  somewhat  obscured  by  his 
adopting  and  maintaining  certain  strange  opinions.  By 
diving  into  subjects  not  revealed,  and  rather  neglecting 
those  which  were  obvious  and  plain,  h?  was  much  le^s 
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thought  of.    He  lived  and  died  a  pious  man,  however^ 
in  the  estimation  of  those  who  knew  him  well. 


Lbwis  Lunsford.— We  now  come  to  the  man,  (say«L 
Mr.  Semple,  in  bis  biography)  who,  in  point  of  talents 
as  a  preacher,  was  never  excelled  in  Virginia ;  and  by 
many  it  )«  doubted  whether  he  ever  had  a  superior  any 
where  eke. 

Mr.  LuDsford  was  born  in  Stafford  county,  Virginia, 
£>{  indigent  parents.  He  received  a  very  slender  educa- 
tion indeed  i  nor  had  the  means  to  enlarge  it.  The  God 
of  nature  furnished  him  with  powers  to  surmount  all 
obstacles.  To  obviate  the  want  of  education,  he  used, 
after  working  all  day,  to  read  till  late  at  night,  by  fire- 
light. At  an  early  stage  of  his  life,  while  attending  the 
ministry  of  William  Fristoe,  he  was  happily  arrested  by 
divine  mercy.  Mr.  Fristoe  baptized  him  when  a  boy, 
and  he  immediately,  both  in  private  and  in  publick,  began 
to  stand  up  as  an  advocate  for  the  gospel.  His  talents, 
at  this  tender  age,  commanded  attention,  and  procured 
for  him  the  flattering  appellation  of  The  Wonderful  Boy. 
After  moving  in  a  more  confined  circle  for  some  few 
years,  he  began  to  enlarge  his  borders.  About  1774, 
Divine  Providence  directed  his  attention  to  the  lower 
(ounties  in  the  Northern  Neck.  Wherever  he  placed 
his  foot  as  a  preacher,  there  attended  a  blessing.  JBetiev- 
ers  were  added  to  the  church,  through  his  instrumental- 
ity, in  most  of  the  neighbourhoods  of  these  lower  coun- 
ties. His  preaching  made  a  great  noise,  not  only  for  its 
ingenuity,  but  for  its  novelty.  Here,  as  in  most  other 
places  where  the  Baptists  preached,  the  people  cried  out 
that  some  new  doctrine  was  started  ;  that  the  church 
was  in  danger.  Mr.  Lunsford  was  accounted  worthy  to 
share  a  part  of  this  opposition.  A  clergyman  appointed 
a  set  day  to  preach  against  the  Anabaptists.  Crowds 
attended  to  hear  him.  He  told  stories  about  John  of 
Leyden,  and  Cromwell's  round-heads ;  but  he  could  not 
by  sijich  tales  stop  the  gospel  current,  now  swdling  to 
a  torrent.  When  lyir.  Lunsford  preached  again  in  the 
same  parts,  they  attacked  him  by  more  weighty  argu- 
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meats.  A  constable  was  sent  with  a  warrant  to  arrest 
him.  The  constable,  with  more  politeness  than  was  usu« 
al  then  on  such  occasions,  waited  until  Mr.  Lunsford  had 
preached.  His  fascinating  powers  palsied  the  constable'^ 
hand.  He  would  not,  he  said,  serve  a  warrant  on  so 
good  a  man.  Another  man  took  it,  and  went,  trem- 
blingly, and  served  it.  Mr.  Lunsford  attended  the  sum- 
mons, and  appeared  before  a  magistrate.  He  was  held 
in  recognizance  to  appear  at  Court.  The  Court  deter- 
mined that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  good  beha- 
viour ;  and  that  he  must  give  security,  or  go  to  prison. 
He  was  advised  to  give  security,  under  the  expectation 
of  obtaining  license  to  preach.  He  tried,  but  could  not. 
He  often  regretted  that  he  had  taken  this  step ;  and 
was  sorry  he  had  not  gone  to  prison.  This  took  place 
in  Richmond  county. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  law  for  establishing  one  sect 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  rest,  a  banditti  attended  Mr, 
Lunsford's  meeting,  with  sticks  and  staves,  to  attack 
him.  Just  as  he  was  about  to  begin  to  preach,  they  ap* 
proached  him  for  the  attack.  His  irreligious  friends^ 
contrary  to  his  wish,  drew  stakes  out  of  a  fence  to  defend 
him.  This  produced  great  uproar  and  some  skirmish- 
es. Mr.  Lunsford  retired  to  a  neighbouring  house,  and 
shut  himself  up.  His  persecutors,  however,  pursued 
him,  but  were  not  hardy  enough  to  break  in  upon  him. 
One  of  them  desired  to  have  the  privilege  of  conversing 
with  him,  with  a  view  of  convincing  him.  He  was  let 
in,  and  did  converse  ;  but  when  he  came  out,  he  wore 
a  new  face.  His  party  asked  him  the  result.  "  You  had 
better  converse  with  him  yourselves,**  said  he. 

It  was  not  until  January,  1778,  that  Mr.  Lunsford  be- 
came a  settled  preacher,  and  took  care  of  Moratico 
church,  which  was  constituted  at  that  time.  He  held  it 
as  an  opinion,  that  imposition  of  hands  by  a  presbytery 
was  not  necesssry  to  ordination  ;  but  that  the  call  of  a 
church  was  sufficient.  It  was  in  this  way  he  took  the 
care  of  Moratico  church.  He  never  would  submit  to 
be  ordained  by  the  imposition  of  hands  ;  although  the 
refusal  produced  no  small  discontent  among  the  Baptists 
in  Virginia. 

In  1779,  he  married  his  first  wife ;  and  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Northumberland.    From  the  time  he  settled  in 
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the  Northern  Neck,  and  indeed  from  the  time  he  began 
to  preach  there,  he  gradually  increased  in  favour  with  the 
people.     It  is  hardly  probable  that  any  man  ever  was 
more  beloved  by  a  people  when  living,  or  more  lament- 
ed when  dead.      He  had  two  remarkable  revivals  of  re- 
ligion in  the  bounds  of  his  church.     The  one,  about  the 
time  of  the  constitution  of  his  church,  and  the  other 
commenced  in  the  year  17S8,  and  had  scarcely  subsided 
at  his  death  in  1793.    During  these  revivals,  he  was  un- 
commonly lively  and  engaged.     He  preached  almost 
incessantly;   and   by  his  acquaintances,  after   the  last 
revival,  it  was  thought  he  made  a  rapid  advance  in  the 
improvement  of  his  talents,  both  in  wisdom  and  warmth  \ 
especially  the  latter,  from  which  he  never  receded  dur- 
ing his  residence  on  earth.     Certain  it  is,  that  during 
several  of  the  last  years  of  his  life,  he  was  more  caressed, 
and  his  preaching  more  valued,  than  any  other  man's 
that  ever  resided  in  Virginia.     Lunsford  was  a  sure 
preacher,  and  seldom  failed  to  rise  pretty  high.     In  hia 
best  strains,  he  was  more  like  an  angel  than  a  man.     His 
countenance,  lighted  up  by  an  inward  flame,  seemed  to 
shed  beams  of  light  wherever  he  turned.     His  voice, 
always  harmonious,  now  seemed  to  be  tuned  by  deiTcend- 
ing  seraphs.     His  style  and  his  manner  was  so  sublime 
and  so  energetick,  that  he  seemed  indeed  like  an  ambassa- 
dor of  the  skies,  sent  down  to  command  all  men  every 
where  to  repent.     He  was  truly  a  messenger  of  peace  \ 
and  by  him  the  tidings  of  peace  were  communicated  to 
multitudes.     So  highly  was  he  estimated  among  his  own 
people,  that  there  were  but  few  preachers  that  visited 
them,  to  whom  they  would  willingly  listen,  even  for 
once,  in  preference  to  their  beloved  pastor.    In  argument, 
Mr.  Lunsford  was  somewhat  satyrical ;  and  by  this  means, 
sometimes  gave  offence  to  those  who  did  not  know  him 
well.     It  was,  however,  perfectly  clear,  that  he  did  not 
design  to  sport  with  the  feelings  of  any.     For  it  is  not 
likely  that  any  man  oF  his  popularity  ever  had  fewer 
permanent  enemies.     He  was  very  fond  of  reading,  and 
retained  what  he  read  so  correctly,  that  few  men  could 
make  more  extensive  quotations  than  Mr.  Lunsford. 
For  his  own  advantage,  he  had  procured  and  read  some 
distinguished  treatises  on  medicine..    And  so  capacious 
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were  his  facultieg^  that  with  his  small  opportunities  id 
this  professional  study,  he  actually  became  so  skilful  in 
the  administration  of  physick,  that  he  was  often  called  on 
to  attend  patients  at  a  considerable  distance.  To  all  such 
applicants,  he  not  only  rendered  his  services  gratis,  but 
often  furnished  them  with  medicine.  He  had  the  care 
of  a  large  and  opulent  church,  of  whom  some  were  very 
liberal  m  their  contributi6ns  \  but  by  a  great  part  df 
them  he  was  too  much  neglected.  For  the  want  of  their 
support  and  of  his  own  attention  to  secular  a&irs, 
(through  his  ministry)  he  was  in  but  narrow  circumstan- 
ces. Yet,  he  lived  well,  and  rendered  to  every  man  his 
just  dues,  fiut  BOW,  painful  as  the  task  is,  we  must  add^^ 
that  tUs  great,  this  good,  this  almost  inimitsJ^le  man, 
died,  when  only  about  forty  years  of  age.  lie  lived  in 
a  sickly  climate,  and  had  frequent  bilious  attacks.  These 
were  sometimes  very  severe.  For  two  or  three  years 
before  his  death,  he  laboured  under  repeated  inttisposi- 
tions,  even  when  travelling  about.  His  manly  soul 
would  never  permit  him  to  shrink  from  the  work,  sC^ 
long  as  he  had  strength  to  lift  up  his  voice.  Sometimes^ 
after  going  to  bed  as  being  too  ill  to  preach,  prompted 
by  his  seraphick  spirit,  he  would  rise  again,  after  somer 
other  person  had  preached,  and  deal  out  the  bread  oJF 
life  to  the  hungry  sons  and  daughters  of  Zion. 

He  was  a  shepherd  indeed*  The  Dover  Association^ 
for  the  year  179S,  was  holden  at  Glebe-Landing  meeting* 
house  in  Middlesex  county,  not  more  than  fifteen  or 
eighteen  miles  from  his  house.  Although  just  rising 
from  a  bilious  attack,  he  would  not  stay  from  a  place 
where  his  heart  delighted  to  be,  and  where  he  had  thef 
best  ground  to  believe  he  could  do  good.  He  went,  and 
appeared  so  much  better,  that  he  made  extensive  appoint- 
ments to  preach  in  the  lower  parts  of  Virginia.  He  was 
chosen  to  preach  on  Sunday,  and  he  did  preach  indeed. 
On  Tuesday  he  came  up  to  King  and  Queen  county, 
and ,  preached  at  Bruington  meeting-house,  from  these 
words :  Therefore^  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others^  bui  let  us 
watch  and  be  sober*  It  was  an  awakening  discourse,  wor-< 
thy  of  this  masterly  workman.  On  that  day  he  took 
cold  and  grew  worse.  He,  however,  preached  his  last 
sermon  the  next  day  evening ;  observing  when  he  began  ^ 
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*^  tt  maiv  be  improper  for  me  to  attempt  to  preach  at  this 
time ;  but  as  long  as  I  have  any  strength  remsuning,  I 
\mh  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  and  I  will  very 
(ladly  spend  and  be  spent  for  you.     He  then  preached 
iis  last  sermon,  from,  "  Therefor Cy  being  justified  by  fait  h^ 
we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ*^ 
He  continued  to  grow  worse,  until,  having  arrived  at 
Mn  Gregory's,  in  Essex,  he  took  his  bed,  from  whence 
he  was  carried  to  his  grave.    In  his  sickness  he  was  re- 
markably silent,  having  very  little  to  say,  which  he 
could  avoid.    He  was  fond  of  joining  in  prayer,  and 
sometimes  exerted  his  now  relaxed  mind,  in  making  re- 
marks worthy  of  such  a  man.    He  expressed  some  anx- 
iety at  the  thought  of  leaving  his  helpless  family  ;  but 
appeared  quite  resigned  for  the  will  of  Heaven  to  take 
place.    On  the  26th  of  October,  1793,  he  fell  asleep  ia 
the  arms  of  Jesus,  aged  about  forty  years.    Rev.  Henry 
Toler  preached  two  fimeral  sermons  for  him.    One  at 
the  place  of  his  death,  another  at  Mr.  Lunsford's  meeting- 
house, in  Lancaster  county,  called  Kilqiarnock.    These 
two  sermons  were  printed  in  a  pamphlet ;  and  annexed 
to  them,  were  two  handsome  elegies,  written  by  ladies 
of  his  church.    Another  was  written  by  Rev.  A.  Broad- 
dus,  which  was  much  admired.    It  seemed  to  be  a  mys* 
tery  to  many,  why  God  should  have  called  home  so 
great,  so  useful  a  man,  in  the  bloom  of  life.    Those  who 
thought  proper  to  offer  reasons  or  conjectures  for  ex- 
plaining the  ways  of  Providence,  seemed  generally  to 
agree  that  Mr.  Lunsford's  popularity  as  a  preacher  had 
risen  too  high.    The  people  wherever  he  was,  or  where 
he  was  expected,  seemed  to  have  lost  all  relish  for  any 
other  man's  preaching :  that,  God,  knowing  the  capaa« 
ty  of  most  of  his  servants,  was  unwilling  that  the  lesser 
lights  should  be  so  much  swallowed  up  by  the  greater « 
Perhaps  the  better  way  is  to  form  no  conjecture  about  it ; 
but  rest  persuaded,  that  the  ways  of  God  are  always  wise, 
however  unaccountable  to  man. 

He  was  twice  married.  He  had  by  his  first  wife  one 
surviving  child.  By  his  second  wife,  he  left  three  chil- 
dren. 
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Jame9  Manning,  d.d.  was,  in  his  day,  one  of  tBe 
brightest  ornaments  of  the  Baptist  denomination  io 
America.  His  biography  has  never  been  recorded  to 
any  considerable  extent,  and  indeed  his  stationary  em* 
ployment  furnished  not  many  incidents  for  a.  diffusive 
narrative.  For  what  few  things  havp  been  written 
respecting  the  character  of  this  illustrious  man,  we  are 
indebted  mostly  to  the  pen  of  Judge  Howel,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  following  sketches,  drawn  by  this  eminent 
statesman,  are  found  in  Rippon's  Register. 

"Mr.  Manning  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  educated 
at  Nassau- Hall.  Soon  after  he  left  college,,  he  was  called 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry,,  by  the  Baptist  church  at 
the  Scotch  Plains,  near  Elizabeth-Town. 

"  After  making  tours  to  each  extreme  of  the  United 
States,  (then  colonies,)  and  preaching  to  different  desti- 
tute churches  in  sundry  places,  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Warren  in  Rhode-Lland,  preached  to  the  church  there, 
and  opened  a  Latin  school.  In  the  year  1 765,  he  obtain- 
ed a  charter  of  incorporation  for  Rhode-Island  College,, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  presidents  And  when  the  Col- 
lege was  removed  to  Providence,  in  1 770r  he  of  course 
removed  with  it  y  and  besides  the  duties  of  his  presi* 
dency,  he  preached  statedly  to  the  Baptist  church  in  this^ 
town  until  a  few  years  before  his  death.  "  In  his  youth, 
he  was  remarkable  for  his  dexterity  in  athletick  exercis- 
es, for  the  symmetry  of  his  body,  and  gracefulness  of  his 
person.  His  countenance  was  stately  and  majestick,  full 
oif  dignity,  goodness,  and  gravity  ;  and  the  temper  of 
his  mmd  was  a  counterpart  of  it.  He  was  formed  for 
enterprizfe,  his  address  was  pleasing,  his  manners  enchant- 
ing, his  voicQ  harmonious,  and  his  eloquence  irresistible. 

"  Having  deeply  imbibed  the  spirit  of  truth  himself, 
as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel^  he  was  faithful  in  declaring 
'the  whole  counsel  of  God.  He  studied  plainness  of 
speech,  and  to  be  useful  more  than  to  be  celebrated. 
The  good  order,  learning,  and  respectability  of  the  Bap-i 
tist  churches  in  the  eastern  States,  are  much  owing  to 
his  assiduous  attention  to  their  welfare.  The  credit  o£ 
his  name,  and  his  personal  influence  among  them,  perhaps^ 
have  never  been  exceeded  by  any  other  character. 
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•**  Of  the  College  he  must  be  considered  as  the  founden 
He  presided  with  the  singular  advantage  of  a  superior 
personal  appearance,  added  to  all  his  shining  talents  for 
governing  and  instructing  youth.  From  the  first  begin- 
ning of  his  Latin  school  at  Warren,  through  many 
discouragements,  be,  by  constant  care  and  labour,  raised 
this  seat  of  learning  to  notice,  to  credit,  and  to  respecta- 
bility in  the  United  States.  Perhaps  the  history  of  no 
other  College  will  disclose  a  more  rapid  progress,  or 
greater  maturity,  than  this,  during  the  twenty-five  years 
of  {his  presidency.  Although  he  seemed  to  be  consign- 
ed to  a  sedentary  life,  yet  he  was  capable  of  more  active 
scenes.  He  paid  much  attention  to  the  government  of 
his  country,  and  was  honoured  by  Rhode-Island  with  a 
seat  in  the  old  Congress.  In  State  afifairs,  he  discovered 
an  uncommon  sagacity,  and  might  have  made  a  figure  a$ 
a  politician. 

^'  In  classical  learning  he  was  fully  competent  to  the 
business  of  his  station.  He  devoted  less  lime  than  some 
others  to  the  more  abstruse  sciences  ;  but  nature  seemed 
to  have  furnished  him  so  completely,  that  little  remained 
for  art  to  accomplish.  The  resources  of  his  genius  were 
great.  In  conversation  he  was  at  all  times  pleasant  and 
entertaining.  He  had  as  many  friends  as  acquaintance, 
and  took  lU)  less  pains  to  serve  his  friends  than  acquire 
them.*' 

The  following  additional  observations  on  Dr.  Man- 
ning's diaracter,  are  found  in  the  sermon  Dr.  Maxcy, 
his  successor  in  the  presidential  office,  delivered  in  the 
Baptist  meetink-house  the  Lord's  day  after  his  interment. 

"  The  loss  of  this  worthy  man  will  be  felt  by  the  com- 
munity  at  large.  He  moved  in  an  extensive  sphere. 
He  was  equally  known  in  the  religious,  the  political,  and 
literary  world.  As  his  connexions  were  extensive  and 
important,  his  loss  itiust  be  proportionably  great.  As  a 
man,  he  was  kind,  humane,  and  benevolent.  As  he  was 
sociable,  as  he  was  communicative,  he  seemed  rather  de- 
signed for  the  theatre  of  action  than  for  the  shades  of 
retirement.  Nature  had  given  him  distinguished  abili- 
ties. His  life  was  a  scene  of  anxious  labour  for  the  bene* 
fit  of  others.  His  piety  and  fervent  zeal  in  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christy  evinced  his  love  to  his  God  and 
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to  his  fdlow-men.  Hb  doquence  was  fordUe  and  spon- 
taneous. To  every  one  who  heard  him^  under  the  pe» 
culiar  circumstances  in  which  he  appeared  in  this  place, 
it  was  evident  that  the  resources  ox  his  mind  were  ex* 
ceedingly  great.  The  amiableness  of  his  disposition  was 
recommended  by  a  dignified  and  majestick  appearance. 
His  address  was  manlv,  familiar,  and  en«ging«  His 
manners  were  easy  without  negligence,  and  polite  with* 
out  affectation.  In  the  College  over  which  he  prended, 
his  government  was  mild  and  peaceful,  conducted  by 
that  persuasive  authority,  which  secures  obedience  while 
it  conciliates  esteem.  As  he  lived  much  beloved,  he  died 
much  lamented.  Well  may  we  say  that  ^^  a  great  man 
isfallen.'' 

The  following  inscription,  drawn  also  by  Jud^  Howel, 
has  been  transcribed  n-omi  the  monument  which  covers 
the  dust  of  thb  departed  worthy : 

In  Memory  of 

The  Rev.  JAMES  MANNING,  d.d. 

9&ESIOSNT    OF    RBODE-XSLAXD  COLLEGE. 

He  was  born  in  Kew4ene]r,  A.  D.  1738. 
Became  a  Member  of  a  Baptist  Church,  A.  D.  1758. 

Graduated  at  Naasau-HaU,  A.  D.  176% 

Was  ordained  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel*  A.  D.  1763. 

Obtdned  a    Charter  for  the  CoUege,  A.  D.  1765. 

Was  elected  Preadent  of  it  the  same  Year. 
And  was  a  Member  of  Congifest,  A.IX  1786. 

Bis  Ferson  was  gracelul,  and  bis  Countenance  remarkably  expressite 

of  sensibtlityy  cheerfulness,  and  dignity. 

The  variety  and  excellence  of  his  Natnral  AbtUties,  improved  by 

education,  and  enriched  by  science,  raised  him 

to  a  rank  of  eminence  among 

literary  characters. 

His  manners  were  engaging,  and  his  voice  harmoniotti. 
His  ^oquence,  natnnd  and  poweriuL 

Bis  social  virtues,  dassick  leaming«  emuient  patriotism,  shinioy 

talents  for  instructing  and  governing  yooth,  and  seal 

in  the  caiise  of  Christianity,  are 

recorded  on  the  tables 

of  many  hearts. 

He  died  of  an  apoplexy,  July  39,  AJ).  1791. 

iEtat  5a 

The  Trastees  and  Fe]tow.s  of  the  CoOcge,  have  erected  thb 

MoMiiiiaKirT.  ; 
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Dr^  Manning  married  in  his  youth  Margaret  Stites, 
the  daughter  of  John  Stites,  Esq.  of  Elizabeth-Town, 
New-Jersey,  and  sister  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Ganp. 
He  had  no  children.  His  venerable  widow  is  still  living 
in  Providence,  though  far  advanced  in  years^  and  la* 
bouring  under  many  infirmities* 


Richard  Major  was  bom  near  Pennsbury,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  year  1722.  He  was  bred  a  Presbyterian, 
but  embraced  the  sentiments  of  the  Baptists  in  1 764f, 
and  had  the  ordinance  administered  to  him  by  Rev. 
Isaac  Stelle.  He  removed  to  Virginia  in  1 766,  and  two 
years  after  was  ordained  as  the  pastor  of  the  church 
called  Little  River,  in  Louden  county,  which  wa$  con- 
stituted at  the  same  time. 

He  was  not  a  man  of  much  learning,  but  his  vigorous 
mind  rose  above  all  obstructions.  Being  well  taught  in 
the  school  of  Christ,  and  devoting  himself  to  the  study 
of  the  Scripture,  he  became  a  workman  that  needeth 
not  to  be  ashamed.  He  was  remarked  by  all  who  kn^w 
him,  for  his  inde&tigable  labours  in  the  ministry,  and  he 
succeeded  beyond  many  of  much  greater  talents.  He  is 
said  to  have  planted,  from  first  to  last,  six  or  eight 
churches.  For  several  years  after  he  commenced  preach- 
ing he  met  with  great  opposition,  mostly  from  individuals. 

In  Fauquier  county,  the  officer,  with  a  warrant  from 
Capt.  Scott,  attempted  to  take  him,  but  providentially 
failed.  At  Bullrun  there  were  warrants  against  him  ; 
and  a  mob,  with  clubs,  rose  to  assist  the  execution  of 
them  ;  but  here  again  they  failed  of  their  design,  chiefly 
by  means  of  the  Davises,  usually  called  the  gtanU  ;  those 
stout  brothers  had  been  prevailed  on  to  oppose  him ; 
but  after  they  had  heard  him  preach,  they  became  well 
aflFected  towards  him,  and  threatened  to  chastise  any 
that  should  disturb  him.  In  Fauquier  the  mob  were 
very  outrageous,  but  did  no  mischief,  though  his  friends 
feared  they  would  have  pulled  him  to  pieces. 

A  certain  man,  whose  wife  had  been  baptized  by  Mr* 
Major,  determined  to  kill  him  on  sight,  and  w^nt  to 
meeting  for  that  purpose.     He  sat  down  in  hearing. 
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intending  to  catch  at  some  obnoxious  expression,  whick 
might  Ml  froai  the  preacher,  and  under  that  pretence 
to  attack  him.  But  God  produced  a  different  result ; 
for  the  man,  instead  of  executing  his  design,  became  so 
convicted  that  he  could  not  keep  on  his  feet ;  and  was 
afterwards  baptized  by  the  man  he  intended  to  murder. 
Another  actually  attacked  him  with  a  club  in  a  violent 
manner.  Mr.  Major  being  remarkable  for  great  presence 
of  mind^  turned  to  him,  and  in  a  solemn  manner  said, 
**  Satan,  I  command  thee  to  come  out  of  the  man/' 
His  club  immediately  began  to  fall,  and  the  lion  became 
as  quiet  as  the  lamb.  These  are  a  few  of  the  many  oc- 
currences of  this  kind,  that  took  place  in  the  long  liife  of 
this  valuable  man. 

The  way  that  Mr.  Major's  gifts  were  noticed  was,  in 
his  reading  printed  sermons  at  private  meetings.  The 
people  were  so  affected,  that  they  procured  the  sermons 
for  their  own  reading,  but  were  soon  convinced  that  he 
had  read  what  was  not  in  the  book. 

So  much  was  he  esteemed  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
that  he  had  serious  apprehensions,  that  he  must  be  too 
much  at  ease  for  a  gospel  minister ;  or  in  other  words,  it 
seemed  as  if  the  expression.  Wo  be  unto  you  when  all  men 
speak  well  of  yoUy  applied  to  his  case.  In  the  midst  of 
these  thoughts,  he  accidentally  heard  a  man  lay  to  his 
charge  one  of  the  most  abominable  crimes.  At  first  he 
felt  irritated  ;  but  recollecting  his  previous  reflections, 
he  was  soon  reconciled.  Towards  die  close  of  his  long 
and  useful  life,  he  was  much  afflicted  with  the  navel,  of 
which  disease  he  died  when  he  was  about  eighty  years 
old.  Semple^  Edwards. 


Daniel  Marshall.  The  following  account  of  this 
eminent  servant  of  God,  was  drawn  by  his  worthy  son. 
Rev.  Abraham  Marshall,  who  succeeded  his  father  in  the^ 
pastoral  station  at  Kioka.  It  was  first  published  in  the 
Georgia  Analytical  Repository,  and  afterwards  in  the 
History  of  the  Virginia  Baptists:  It  is  now  transcribed 
and  presented  to  the  reader  in  its  original  epistolary  form. 

^^  In  giving  a  biographical  sketch  of  my  honoured 
father,  we  must  look  back  to  the  distance  of  almost  a 
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century.    His  birth  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 706, 
in  Windsor,  a  town  in  Connecticut.     He  was  religiously 
educated  by  respectable  and  pious  parents,  and  being 
hopefully  converted  at  about  twenty  years  of  age,  joined 
the  then  standing  order  of  Presbytenans,  in  his  native 
place.    The  natural  ardour  of  bis  mind  soon  kindled  into 
the  fire  of  holy  zeal,  and  raised  him  so  high  in  the  es- 
teem of  his  brethren,  that  they  called  him  to  the  office 
of  a  deacon.     In  the  exemplary  discharge  of  his  duty, 
in  this  capacity,  he  continued  near  twenty  years.     Dur- 
ing this  time,  in  easy  circumstances,  he  married  and  lost 
a  wife,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  named  after  himself,  Dan- 
iel, who  is  still  a  useful  member  of  society.     At  the  age 
of  thirty-eight  years,  our  worthy  parent  was  one  of  the 
thousands  in  New-England,  M^ho  heard  that  son  of  thun- 
der, the  Rev.  George  Whitefield,  and  caught  his  seraph- 
ick  fire.     Firmly  believing  in  the  near  approach  of  the 
htter-day-glory,  when  the  Jews  with  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles,  shall  hail  their  Redeemer,  and  bow  to  his  gen- 
tle sceptre,  a  number  of  worthy  characters  ran  to  and  fro 
through  the  eastern  States,  warmly  exhorting  to  the 
prompt  adoption  of  every  measure  tending  to  hasten  that 
blissful  period.     Others  sold,  gave  away,  or  left  their  pos- 
sessions, as  the  powerful  impulse  of  the  moment  deter- 
mined, and  without  scrip  or  purse,  rushed  up  to  the  head 
of  the  Susquehanna,  to  convert  the  heathens,  and  settled 
in  a  town  called  Onnaquaggy ,  among  the  Mohawk  Indians- 
One,  and  not  the  least  sanguine  of  the^e  pious  missionaries^ 
was  my  venerable  father.    Great  must  have  been  his  faith^ 
great  nis  zeal,  when,  without  the  least  prospect  of  a  tem- 
poral reward,  with  a  much-beloved  wife,  and  three  chiU 
dren,  he  exchanged  his  commodious  buildings,  for  a  mis- 
erable hut ;  his  fruitful  fields  and  loaded  orchards,  for  bar- 
ren deserts  y   the  luxuries  of  a  well-furnished  table,  for 
coarse  and  scanty  fare  ;    and  numerous  civil  friends,  for 
rude  savages  I   He  had  the  happiqess,  however,  to  teach 
and  exhort,  for  eighteen  months,  in  this  place,  with  consid* 
erable  success.     A  number  of  the  Indians  were,  in  some 
degree,  impressed  with  eternal  concerns,  and  several 
became  cordially  obedient  to  the  gospel.     But  just  a» 
the  seeds  of  heavenly  truth,  sown  with  tears  in  this  un- 
promising soil,  began  to  appear  in  their  first  fruits,  the 
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breaking  out  of  war  among  the  savage  tribes  occasioned 
his  reluctant  removal  to  Cone^ocheague,  In  Pennsylvania. 
After  a  short  residence  in  this  settlement,  he  removed 
to  a  place  near  Winchester,  in  Virginia. 

^*  Here  he  became  acquainted  with  a  Baptist  church, 
belonging  to  the  Philadelphia  Association ;  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  dose,  impartial  examination  of  their  faith  and 
order,  he  and' my  dear  mother  were  baptized  by  immer* 
sion,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  Ws  life.  He  was  now 
called,  as  a  licensed  preacher,  to  the  unrestrained  exer- 
cise of  his  gifts;  and  though  they  were  by  no  means 
above  mediocrity,  he  was  instrumental  in  awakening  at- 
tention, in  many  of  hb  hearers,  to  the  interests  of  Oieir 
souls. 

*^  Under  the  influence  of  an  anxious  desire  to  be  ex- 
tensively useful,  he  proceeded  from  Virginia  to  Hugh- 
warry,  in  North-CaroUna,  where  his  faithful  and  inces- 
sant  labours  proved  the  happy  means  of  arousing  and 
converting  numbers.  Being  so  evidently  and  eminently 
useful  as  an  itinerant  preacher,  he  continued  his  peregri- 
nation to  Abbot's  Creek,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  was 
the  instrument  of  planting  a  church,  of  which  he  was 
ordained  pastor,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age,  by 
his  brothers  in  law,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Henry  Leadbetter, 
and  Shubael  Stearns.  Soon  after  receiving  this  honour, 
xny  reverend  father,  in  one  of  his  evangelic^  journies  into 
Virginia,  had  the  singular  happiness  to  baptize  Col.  Sam- 
uel Harris,  with  whom  he  immediately  anerwards  made 
several  tours,  and  preached,  and  planted  the  gospel  in 
several  places,  as  far  as  James-river.  It  was  but  a  few 
years  after  his  ordination,  before,  induced  by  appearances 
of  increasing  usefulness,  he  took  an  affectionate  leave 
of  his  beloved  diarge,  and  settled  on  Beaver  Creek,  in 
South-Carolina. 

"  In  this  place,  Kkewise,  a  large  church  was  raised 
under  his  ministry,  and,  till  brought  to  a  good  degree  of 
maturity  in  divine  things,  was  an  object  of  his  tender 
and  unremitted  care  and  solicitude.  At  the  direction  of 
Divine  Providence,  as  he  conceived,  and  as  subsequent 
events  have  proved,  his  next  removal  was  to  Horse  Creek, 
about  fifteen  miles  north  of  Augusta. 

^*  The  fruits  of  his  labours  in  this  place  remain  in  a 
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usspectabk  church,  some  of  whose  sons,  raised  ilp  under 
his  care,  have  successfully  dMFused  the  light  of  divine 
truth  through  various  benighted  regions*  From  Horse 
Creek  my  aged  father  made  his  first  visits  to  this  State. 
On  the  second  or  third  of  these,  while  in  prayer,  he  was 
seized,  in  the  presence  of  his  audience,  for  preaching  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Paul^  and  made  to  give  security  for  his 
appearance  in  Augusta,  tlie  Monday  roHowinff,to  answer 
to  this  charge*  Accordingly  he  stood  a  trial,  and,  after 
his  meekness  and  patience  were  sufficiently  exercised, was 
ordered  to  come  no  more  as  a  preacher  into  Georgia. 
In  the  words  of  an  Apostle,  similarly  circumstanced,  he 
replied,  •*  Whether  it  be  right  to  obey  God  or  man^  Jtidge  fe!^ 
Consistently  with  this  just  and  spirited  reply,  he  pur- 
sued his  successful  course,  and  on  the  first  of  Januarv, 
1771,  came  with  his  fanvily,  and  took  up  his  final  eartn* 
ly  residence  at  the  Kioka.  The  following  Spring  the 
church  here  was  formed,  and  is  famous  for  having 
furnished  materials  for  several  other  churches^  for 
this  purpose  many  common  members  have  been  dismiss* 
ed,  and  several  ministers  have  been  ordained.  Among 
these  are  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Sanders  Walker,  Samuel  New- 
ton, Loveless  Savage^  Alexander  Scott,  and  the  writer  of 
this  article.  Through  God's  blessing  on  the  ministry 
of  her  indefatigable  founder  and  pastor,  this  church 
continued  to  lengthen  her  cords  and  strengthen  her 
stakes,  breaking  torth  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
till  our  beloved  country  was  unhappily  involved  in  the 
horrors  of  war.  No  scenes,  however,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  termination  of  hostilities,  were  so 
gloomy  and  alarming  as  to  deter  my  father  from  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  his  station.  Neither  reproaches 
nor  threatenings  could  excite  in  him  the  least  appearance 
of  timidity,  or  any  thing  inconsistent  with  Christian  and 
ministerial  heroism. 

**  As  a  friend  to  the  American  cause,  he  was  once  made 
a  prisoner  and  put  under  a  strong  guard  ;  but  obtaining 
leave  of  the  officers,  he  commenced  and  supported  so 
heavy  a  charge  of  exhortation  and  prayer,  that,  like  Dan- 
iel of  old,  while  his  enemies  stood  amazed  and  con- 
founded, he  was  safely  afnd  honourably  delivered  from 
this  den  of  lions. 

v«L.  2.  45 
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*<  Even  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  and  the  evident  ap 

E roach  of  the  king  of  terrors,  were  not  sufficient  to  shake 
is  faith  or  hope,  nor,  in  the  least  perceivable  degree,  to 
abate  his  zeal. 

'*  A  few  months  previous  to  his  decease,  rising  in  hi$ 
pulpit,  which  he  bad  frequently  besprinkled  with  his  tears, 
and  from  which  he  had  often  descended  to  weep  over  a 
careless  auditory,  he  said,  ^^  I  address  you^  my  dear  hearers, 
with  a  diffidence  which  arises  from  a  failure  of  memory,  and 
a  general  weakness  of  body  and  mind,  common  to  my  years  ; 
hut  I  recollect,  he  that  holds  out  to  the  end  shall  be  saved^ 
and  am  resolved  to  finish  my  course  in  the  cause  of  GodJ* 
Accordingly  he  attended  publick  worship  regularly,  even 
through  nis  lingering  mortal  illness,  till  the  last  Sabbath 
but  one  before  his  dissolution.  In  his  family  he  invaria- 
bly performed  his  usual  round  of  holy  duties,  till  the 
morning  immediately  preceding  his  happy  change.  Fully 
apprized  of  this  as  at  hand,  and  perfectly  in  his  senses^ 
he  expressed  distinctly  and  emphatically,  his  steady  and 
increasing  confidence  of  future  bliss. 

"  The  following,  taken  by  me,  in  the  presence  of  a 
few  deeply-affected  friends  and  relations,  are  his  last 
words  :— 

**  Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  I  am  just  gom.     This  night 

I  shall  probably  expire  ;  but  I  have  nothing  to  fear.     I  have 

fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 

faith;  and  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  rights 

eousness.    God  has  shewn  me  that  be  is  my  God,  that  I  am 

his  son,  and  that  an  eternal  weight  of  glory  is  mine  /*' 

^^  The  venerable  partner  of  his  cares,  (and  I  may  add, 
faithful  assistant  in  all  his  labours)  sitting  bedewed  with 
tears,  by  his  side,  he  proceeded,  ^^  Go  on,  my  dear  wife,  /# 
serve  the  Lord.    Hold  out  to  the  end.     Eternal  glory  is  brfere 

us  r 

<' After  a  silence  of  some  minutes,  he  called  me  and  said, 
"  My  breath  is  almost  gone.  I  have  been  praying  that  I  may 
go  home  to-night.  I  had  great  happiness  in  our  worship  this 
morning,  particularly  in  singing,  which  will  make  a  part  of  my 
exercise  in  a  blessed  eternity^ 

^^  Now  gently  closing  his  eyes,  he  cheerfully  gave  up 
his  soul  to  God,  with  whom,  I  doubt  not,  he  walks, 
*^  high  in  salvation,  and  the  climes  of  bliss*''  This  sol- 
emn event  took  place  at  the  dawn  of  the  2d  day  of 
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November,  1784,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age.  A  suita- 
ble discourse  to  his  memory  was  delivered  by  the  late 
Rev.  Charles  Bussey/' 

The  name  of  Mr.  Marshall's  first  wife  does  not  appear 
from  the  papers  respecting  him.  His  second  was  Martha 
Stearns,  sister  of  the  famous  Shubael  Stearns.  By  •his 
first  wife  he  had  Daniel,  by  his  second,  Abraham,  John^ 
Zaccheus,  Levi,  Moses,  Solomon, and  Joseph ;  and  daugh- 
ters Eunice  and  Mary.  These  children  are  all  yet  living 
in  Georgia,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  place  in  which 
their  venerable  father  finished  his  earthly  course.  They 
all  possess  a  competency  of  worldly  things,  and  a  num- 
ber of  them  are  members  of  the  Kioka  and  other 
churches. 

Mr.  Marshall,  after  all  his  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of 
Christ,  was  always  blessed  by  a  bountiful  Providence 
with  a  sufficiency  of  the  meat  that  perisheth,  and  left 
behind  him  an  estate  of  considerable  value.  His  son 
Abraham  inhabits  the  mansion,  from  which  he  was  re- 
moved to  the  house  not  made  with  hands. 


Eliakim  Marshall  Was  a  nephew  of  Daniel,  and  a 
native  of  Connecticut }  but  the  time  or  place  of  his  birth 
I  have  not  learnt.  He  was  converted  under  the  ministry 
of  Mr.  Whitefield  in  the  New4ight  Stir,  and  remained  a 
Pedobaptist  minister  about  thirty  years.  He  became  a 
Baptist  in  1786,  and  died  at  ^ndsor;  near  Hartford^ 
1 791  •  He  was  through  life  esteemed  a  preacher  of  piety 
and  talents.  He  was  also  often  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Legislature.  As  he  became  a  Baptist  but  about 
five  years  before  his  death,  he  was  not  much  known 
among  the  denomination  ;  but  on  account  of  some  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  his  conviction  of  Baptist  sen- 
timents, his  biography  appears  worthy  of  being  recorded. 
While  Abraham  Marshall,  of  Georgia,  was  on  his  way  to 
visit  New-England  in  1786,  at  rhiladelphia  he  fell  in 
with  Mr.  Winchester,  of  whom  he  inquired  respecting 
his  relatives  in  Connecticut.  He  informed  him  what  he 
knew ;  and  among  other  things  observed,  that  Eliakim 
Marshall,  of  Windsor,  was  a  man  of  a  sound  judgment,  a 
retentive  memory,  smd  a  tender  conscience.      "  Well,** 
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replied  Abraham,  ^^  if  this  be  his  character,  I  shatt  expect 
to  baptize  him  before  I  return  ;  for  if  he  has  a  sound 
judgment,  he  will  understand  my  arguments  in  &vour 
of  believers'  baptism,  and  against  that  of  infants ;  if  he 
Jias  a  strong  memory  he  will  retain  them;  and  if  he 
lias  a  tender  conscience,  they  will  haye  an  influence  on 
his  mind.  With  a  firm  persuasion,  that  he  should  lead 
his  relative  into  the  water,  he  prosecuted  his  journey  to 
Connecticut.  We  have  seen,  in  the  history  of  theKioka 
phurch,  that  this  Abraham  Marshall  was  only  three  years 
old  when  his  father  went  from  Connecticut,  among  the 
Mohs^wk  Indians.  He  was  o(  course  unknown  to  any 
of  his  relatives  here ;  but  he  was  received  among  them 
cordially,  and  treated  with  respect,  and  he  made  Elia^^ 
]s:im*s  house  his  home.  He  kept  in  mind  what  Mr. 
Winchester  had  told  him  of  this  cousin  *,  but  he  resolved 
that  he  would  not  be  forward  to  introduce  the  subject  of 
baptism,  nor  press  hina  too  hard  at  first.  Eliakim  fre« 
quently  expressed  ^  deare  to  hear  what  his  new  r elatian^ 
as  he  called  him,  had  to  say  in  defence  of  the  0{Hnions  in 
which  they  differed  ;  but  Abraham  waved  the  matter 
for  a  time.  At  length,  from  slight  skirmishes,  they,  by 
mutual  consent,  entered  with  all  their  strength  into  the 
baptismal  controversy,  in  which  Eliakim  had  been  a  man 
of  war  from  his  youth,  and  now  manifested  a  strong 
assurance  of  victory.  He  began  with  Abrnham^s  Covenant^ 
und  mastered  all  the  arguments  usually  brought  in  de* 
fence  of  Pedobaptism.  Abraham,  on  the  other  hand, 
opposed  his  whole  system,  as  destitute  of  Scripture  proof, 
j^nd  adduced  his  reasons  for  his  different  belief.  At  the 
first  onset,  this  old  Pedobaptist  divine,  as  he  afterwards 
Kknowledged  to  a  friend,  had  but  two  arguments  left 
for  the  support  of  his  system  ;  and  continuing  to  lose 
ground,  while  striving  with  himself  to  regain  it,  in  the 
fiesct  attack  he  was  completely  defeated,  and  in  a  short 
lime  alter  confessed  his  conscience  could  not  be  easy  till 
be  was  baptized.  But  a  trouble  arose  on  account  of  his 
wife,  who  was  much  opposed  to  this  chl^nge  in  his  sen- 
timents. He  mentioned  this  circumstance  to  Abrahafn, 
^d  requested  his  advice,  He  replied  that  his  youth  did 
|)Ot  (qualify  him  to  prescribe  duty  to  a  man  of  his  years ; 
^^  but/*  md  he,  ^  I  will  motion  two  passages  of  Scrip* 


twe»  whkh  lAy  fjMJ»er  frequmtly  mtde  we  of  iu  difficult 

cases,  which  are  these,  /  ^^errcd  not  with  flesh  and  blood. 
What  thy  hand  flnd^h  io  dQ^do  it  with  thy  miglH*  The  t£n^ 
der  wucieme  Of  tbi^  ag^4  t^o&veit  ur^ed  him  on  to  duty; 
wd,  according  to  Abraham's  expectation)  he  was  baptized 
by  him  the  day  before  be  left  the  place.  A  large  coo- 
cottcse  of  people,  wpposed  to  be  two  or  three  thousand, 
collected  to  witness  the  administration  of  the  solemn 
liter  The  venerable  candidate  addressed  them  in  a  most 
mating  manner  :  '^  i  wu  awakened,"  said  he,  ^^  under 
the  preaching  of  Whitefield,  about  forty  years  ago,  at 
which  time  my  mind  was  solemnly  impressed  with  thia 
sentiment,  God  is  vjisdetn  ;  he,  therefore,  knows  all  my 
thoughts,  and  all  I  do.  I  was  in  the  next  (dace  impress* 
ed  With  this  sentence,  God  is  holiness j  and  must,  therefore, 
bate  all  in  me,  which  his  wisdom  sees  is  wrong.  I  was 
in  the  third  place  impressed  with  this  solemn  thought, 
God  is  power  ;  this  struck  me  like  thunder,  and  brought 
me  to  the  ground."  So  saying,  he  burst  into  tears,  and 
in  a  moment  the  tears  were  flowing  from  a  thousand 
eyes.  "  After  labouring  a  few  days,"  continued  he, 
<^  under  these  weighty  impressions,  the  soothing  decla. 
ration^  God  is  kve^  relieved  my  distress,  removed  my 
fears»  and  filled  me  with  unspeakable  joy."  He  expa* 
tiated  largely  on  the  interesting  event  of  his  convensioo, 
and  the  most  soh^nn  attention  pervaded  the  great  as* 
scufibly. 


^HF"*i*»^l" 


Silas  MfiRCEa  was  born  near  Currituck  Bay,  North- 
Carolina,  February,  1 745.  His  mother  died  while  he  was 
an  infant ;  his  father  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  carefully  instructed  him  in  the  catechism, 
rites,  and  traditions  of  that  communion.  From  early 
years,  young  Silas  was  religiously  inclined  j  but  it  was  not 
tin  after  h(?  arrived  at  manhood,  that  he  was  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  salvation  through  a  divine  Redeemer. 
He  was  for  a  long  time  embarrassed  and  bevyildered  with 
that  legal  system,  which  he  had  been  taught  in  his  mother 
Church,  and  so  deeply  rooted  were  the  prejudices  of  bis 
education,  that  it  took  him  long  to  learn  that  salvation 
is  not  of  works.  But  he  at  length  gained  clear  and 
consistent  views  of  the  gospel  plan,  and  was,  through  hi^ 
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long  mioistry,  a  <&tiDgaished  and  powerfid  dcimder  of 
the  doctrine  of  free,  unmerited  grace. 

Until  after  his  conversion,  Mr.  Mercer  was  most 
violently  opposed  to  Dissenters  in  general,  and  to  the 
Baptists  in  particular.  He  would  on  no  account  hear 
one  preach,  and  endeavoured  to  dissuade  all  others  from 
attending  their  meetings.  He  most  firmly  believed  what 
his  father  and  parson  had  taught  him,  that  they  were  all 
a  set  of  deceivers,  that  their  heresies  were  dangeron  if 
not  damnable,  and  that  to  hear  one  preach  would  be  a 
crime  of  peculiar  enormity.  He  knew,  however,  but 
little  about  them,  only  that  they  had  separated  from  the 
Church,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  opposed  and  avmded* 
For  these  reasons  he  continued  a  vident  opposer  to  them, 
and  zealously  to  defend  the  Church  ;  but  his  ingenuous 
mind  could  not  long  be  restrained  by  the  shackles  of 
tradition,  without  examining  things  for  himself;  he 
therefore  began  a  course  of  inquiries,  which  gradually 
undermined  his  traditionary  creed,  and  led  on  to  the 
Baptist  ground.  He  first  resolved  to  follow  strictly  the 
Rubrick  of  the  Church,  both  in  doctrine  and  discipline ; 
and  finding  it  enjoined  immersion^  unless  the  weakness  of 
the  child  required  a  milder  mode,  he  had  two  of  hb 
children  dipped.  The  first  a  son,  in  a  barrel  of  water  at 
the  priest's  house ;  and  the  other  a  daughter,  in  a  tub, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  at  the  Church. 
The  son  was  named  Jesse,  who  is  now  a  worthy  minister 
in  Georgia ;  he  was  baptized  again,  on  a  profession  of  his 
faith,  and  is  of  course  an  Ana-hzpxxsi.  Mr.  Mercer  was 
also  struck  with  the  neglect  of  discipline  in  the  Church  ; 
he  saw  with  pain  that  persons  grossly  immoral  in  many 
respects  were  admitted  to  their  communion,  and  became 
convinced  that  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  Hervey's  Tbe^ 
ron  and  Aspasio  started  him  from  the  Arminian  system, 
and  set  him  on  a  train  of  reflections,  which  issued  in  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  He 
laboured  for  a  time  to  reform  the  church ;  but  finding 
the  building  was  too  far  gone  to  be  repahred,  he  receded 
from  it  with  reluctant  steps,  and  became  a  Baptist  when 
he  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  continued  from 
that  time  to  the  end  of  his  life  an  ornament  to  their 
cause,  and  a  skilful  defender  of  their  distingubhing 
tenets. 
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Few  men,  perhaps,  have  had  more  severe  conflicts  in 
renouncing  the  prejudices  of  education,  than  Mr.  Mercer. 
Pis  kind  but  bigotted  father  threw  in  his  way  obstacles, 
which  he  could  not  at  first  surmount ;  the  church  priest, 
and  the  whole  Episcopal  fraternity  around  him,  used  the 
most  assiduous  endeavours  to  prevent  htm  from  going 
amongst  the  heretical  Baptists.  The  first  minister  of  the 
denomination  he  ever  heard  preach,  was  a  Mr.  Thomas, 
at  that  time  a  successful  preacher  in  North-Carolina.  It 
was  with  much  reluctance,  and  with  many  fearful  appre- 
hensions of  the  dangerous  consequences,  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  attend  the  meeting.  But  in  spite  of  all  his 
prejudices,  the  preacher  drew  his  attention,  and  led  him 
to  think  he  was  not  such  a  dangerous  deceiver  as  he  had 
always  before  supposed.  This  was  on  Monday.  The 
next  Lord's-day,  the  priest  being  absent,  and  his  father 
being  derk,  performed  as  usual  the  duties  of  his  office. 
As  yet  none  of  the  family  knew  that  Silas  had  been  to 
the  Baptist  meeting.  After  the  service  of  the  day  was 
over,  a  person  asked  him,  in  the  hearing  of  his  father, 
how  he  liked  the  Baptist  preacher  ?  He  was  much  con- 
fused, and  knew  not  what  to  answer ;  but  his  conscience 
<^liged  him  to  express  some  degree  of  approbation.  At 
which  the  old  gendeman  burst  into  tears,  and  exclaimed, 
^  Silas,  you  are  ruined !"  and  out  he  went,  hastily  home. 
Silas,  alarmed,  took  hastily  after  him,  to  soothe  his  grief, 
and  appease  his  resentment.  The  offended  father  and 
offending  son  were  so  deeply  affected  with  the  trifling 
affsur,  that  they  forgot  their  wives,  and  left  them  to  go 
kome  alone.  The  charm  was  now  broken  j  and  from  this 
period  Mr.  M.  began  to  entertain  more  favourable  views^ 
of  the  people  he  had  hitherto  so  much  censured  and  des- 
pised. Not  long  after  this,  he  removed  to  Georgia,  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Wilks  county,  where,  about  1 775, 
he  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Alexander  Scott,  united  with  the 
church  at  Kioka,  by  which  he  was  almost  immediately 
approbated  to  preach.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
American  war,^  he  fled  for  shelter  to  Halifax  county,  in 
his  native  State,  where  he  continued  about  six  years,  all 
of  which  time  he  was  incessantly  engaged  in  preaching 
as  an  itinerant  in  difierent  places  around ;  and  it  is  found 
by  his  journal,  that,  take  the  whole  six  years  together,  he 
preached  oftener  than  once  a  day  j  that  is»  more  than 
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two  tbottsand  sermons  in  the  time.  At  the  dose  of  xhe 
war,  he  retuf  ned  to  bis  former  residence  in  Georgia, 
vkrhere  he  continued  to  the  end  of  his  days,  b  this 
State,  he  laboured  abundantly  with  good  e&ct,  ai>d  wag 
the  means  of  planting  a  number  of  churches  in  different 
parts  of  tlie  country.  He  was  justly  esteemed  cmeof  the 
most  exemplary  and  useful  ministers  in  the  soothem 
States.  His  learning  was  not  greats  but  having  a  desire 
that  his  young  brethren  might  obtain  greater  advantages 
than  he  had  enjoyed,  he  had  set  up  a  Sthool  at  his  house, 
procured  an  able  teacher,  and  was  in  a  promisiRg  way  to 
promote  the  interests  of  learning  in  the  churches  around 
him  'y  but  in  the  midst  of  hb  benevdent  plans  and  d»i 
tinguished  usefulness,  be  was,  after  a  short  iUness,  reaiov-* 
ed  from  the  scene  of  his  employmenlSy  in  1796,  in  the 
5  2d  year  of  his  age. 

The  follawing  portrait  of  Mr.  Mercer's  character,  i» 
found  in  Mr.  Semple's  History  of  the  Virginia  Baptists, 
page  82.  '^  Mr.  Mercer,  both  in  countenance  and  man-' 
ners,had  considerably  the  appearance  of  sternness;  ami 
to  fee)  quite  free  in  his  company,  it  wss  necessary  to  be 
well  acquainGed  whh  him.  He  seldom  talked  on  any 
other  subject  except  religion;  and  when  in  company  with* 
young  preachers,  or  those  who  might  question  bis  doc*' 
trine  or  his  opinions^,  his  remarks  chiefly  turned  on  po- 
lemical points.  He  w^s  indefatigable  in  striving  to 
inaintain  his  opinions ;  and  for  this  purpose  would  hear 
any  and  all  objections  that  could  be  raised,  and  would 
then  labour  assiduously  to  remove  them.  His  argu-^ 
men ts, however,  neither  in  private  nor  publick,  were  ever' 
dressed  with  oratorical  ornaments.  He  spoke  and  acted* 
like  one  who  felt  himself  surrounded  by  the  impregna^ 
ble  bulwarks  of  truth,  and  therefore  did  not  wish  to' 
parley.*' • 

He  was  more  distinguished  as  a  preacher  than  writer ; 
but  he  devoted  considerable  time  to  study,  and  the  fbU* 
lowing  pieces  were  the  productions  of  bis  leisure  hours : 

1st.  Tyranny  Exposed,  and  True  LibAty  Discovered, 
in  a  12mo.  pamphlet  of  68  pages,  the  design  of  which 
was  to  show  the  rise,  reign,  and  downfall  of  Antichrist. 

♦  Mr.  Mercer  IS  het^  described  as  he  appeared  in  Virj;inia,  in  irsi.ifi  com* 
pniiy  with  Jereii>iah  Wulker,  kitlie  time  of  a  greiU  C4JOtro*ersy  resiJcctins 
dcx:trinal  pconts. 
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8d«  The  Sxipposition  of  the  Divine  Right  of  Infants 
to  Baptisiti,  from  their  forma-ly  having  a  Right  to  Cir* 
cumcision.  Confuted,  being  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.  This 
piece  was  not  printed. 

dd.  The  History  of  Baptism^  carried  to  some  extent, 
but  left  unfinished. 

4th.    Two  Letters  on  Election,  left  unpublished. 


Joshua  Morse  was,  in  his  day,  a  very  eminent  preach-^ 
tr  among  the  Baptists  in  New-England*  He  was  borii 
in  South-Kingston,  Rhode-Island,  April  10,  1726.  Hii 
grandfather  came  from  the  west  of  England  to  Rhode- 
Island,  in  the  early  part  of  the  settlement  of  the  colony, 
and  served  as  a  chaplain  in  the  first  war  in  which  this 
country  was  engaged  against  the  French.  The  son,  front 
whom  the  subject  of  this  memoir  descended,  whose  name 
does  not  appear,  was  not  a  professor  of  religion,  but  was 
by  education  a  Baptist,  as  his  father  was  of  that  persua* 
sion.  Toung  Josliua,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  the  time 
of  the  New-light  Stir,  was  awakened  to  religious  con* 
cern.  When  the  zealous  New-lights  began  to  make  a 
noise  in  the  neighbourhood,  he,  with  others^  was  ready 
to  reproach  and  despise  them ;  but  the  very  first  meet- 
ing he  attended,  his  mind  was  arrested.  When  he  first 
entered  it,  he  saw  them  so  zealously  affected,  that  he 
hesitated  not  to  say  that  they  were  all  deluded ;  but  he 
came  away  under  fearful  apprehensions  of  being  made 
miserable  forever.  Soon  after  he  was  brought  to  rejoice 
in  the  truth,  he  became  a  zealous  exhorter,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  commenced  his  ministerial  labours,  which 
he  continued  with  much  reputation  and  success  for  up- 
wards of  fifty  years.  The  early,  and  indeed  the  greatest 
part  of  his  ministry,  was  spent  in  Connecticut.  He  first 
began  preaching  in  Stoningcon,  where  he  was  much  op* 
posed,  abused  and  persecuted,  by  a  set  of  bigotted  gen* 
try,  who  declared  that  his  preaching  was  not  according  to 
law.  At  that  time,  every  man  who  opened  his  doors  for 
a  dissenter  to  preach,  was  liable  to  be  fined  Jive  pounds, 
tlie  preacher  was  subjected  to  a  fine  of  ten  shillings,  and 

VOL.  2.  46 


362"  Biography  of  Joshua  Morse. 

every  hearer  to  five.  The  very  first  time  Mr.  Morse 
preached  in  Stonington,  he  was  apprehended,  carried  be- 
fore a  magistrate,  sentenced  to  pay  the  ten  shillings,  or 
be  whipped  ten  lashes,  at  the  publick  whipping-post* 
The  fine  he  could  not  pay,  and  of  course  the  lashes  he 
was  preparing  to  receive.  He  was  taken  to  the  post  by 
the  order  of  the  magistrate,  but  the  constable,  instead  of 
inflicting  the  lashes,  plead  the  cause  of  the  innocent  suf- 
ferer, remonstrated  against  the  wickedness  of  the  law, 
the  cruelty  of  the  court,  and  utterly  refused  performing 
the  barbarous  duty  which  had  been  assigned  him.  After 
spending  some  time  in  this  awkward  position,  the  con- 
stable tendered  the  magistrate  from  his  own  pocket  the 
fine  which  had  beeh  exacted.  The  magistrate,  probably 
ashamed  of  his  conduct,  olBfered  it  to  Mr.  Morse,  and  bid 
him  receive  it,  and  go  peaceably  away.  But  as  he  would 
pay  no  money,  so  he  wovild  receive  none,  and  his  perse- 
cutors finding  him  rather  unmanageable,  went  off  and 
left  him  to  tiSsx  his  own  course.  For  a  number  of  years 
after  this,  he  was  often  opposed,  sometimes  by  lawy  but 
more  frequently  by  mobs.  His  preaching  was  attendl^d 
with  much  success,  and  that  encouraged  him  and  enraged 
Ins  opposers.  In  one  of  his  meetings,  one  of  the  rever- 
end gentlemen  of  the  town  tame  in  just  as  he  was  begin- 
ning his  sermon,  put  Ms  hand  on  his  mouth,  and  then 
bid  a  brother,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him,  to  strike 
him.  At  another  time  a  man  came  in  while  he  was 
preaching,  and  struck  him  with  such  violence  on  his 
temple,  that  it  brought  him  to  the  floor  ;  when  he  arose; 
he  looked  on  his  persecutor,  and  with  emotions  of  pity> 
said,  "  If  you  die  a  natural  death,  the  Lord  hath  not 
spoken  by  me.**  This  man,  not  long  after,  went  to  sea, 
fell  from  the  vessel,  and  was  drowned.  At  another 
meeting  he  was  knocked  down  V' hile  in  prayer ;  he  was 
then  seized  by  the  hair,  dragged  out  of  the  house  down 
high  steps  to  the  ground,  and  so  deeply  bruised  in  liis 
head  and  face,  that  he  carried  some  of  the  scars  to  his 
grave.  These  are  a  few  of  the  sufferings  of  this  eminent 
man  of  God  in  the  early  part  of  his  ministry.  He  was 
also  frequently  threatened  by  mobs,  who  did  not  carry 
their  persecuting  designs  into  execution.  After  preach- 
ing once  in  Stonmgton,  he  was  informed  that  a  gang  was 
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out  of  doors,  who,  like  Paul's  persecutors,  had  sworn 
that  they  would  kill  him  when  he  came  out.  His  wife, 
who,  it  appears,  was  with  him,  and  his  friends  entreated 
him  not  to  go  out  ;  but  having  another  appointment 
some  distance  off,  he  resolved  to  fulfil  it,  and  said  to  his 
friends,  *'  WAat  mean  ye  to  weep  and  break  my  heart  ?**  &c# 
As«30on  as  he  was  out  of  the  door,  he  lifted  up  his  hands 
and  began  to  pray  for  his  persecutors  ;  they,  confounded 
by  this  new  mode  of  warfare,  immediately  dropped  their 
clubs ;    some  begged  his  pardon,  and  the  rest  fled  away. 

But  in  the  midst  of  all  these  persecutions,  his  labours 
were  attended  with  great  success ;  many  were  awakened 
by  his  means,  and  some  churches  in  Rhode-Island  and 
Connecticut  arose  under  his  ministry.  About  1750,  he 
was  ordained  to  the  care  of  a  church  in  the  north  parish 
of  New-London,  now  called  Montville.  Two  or  three 
years  after  he  moved  to  Fishkill  in  the  State  of  New- York,  * 
were  he  remained  about  two  years,  when,  by  the  earnest 
entreaties  of  the  church  which  he  had  left,  he  came  back 
to  live  among  them.  Here  he  preached  principally  until 
1 779,  when  he  removed  to  Sandisfield,  Massachusetts, 
where  a  church  arose  under  his  labours,  which  be  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  pastor,  until  within  about  a  month  of 
his  death,  which  happened  July,  1795,  in  the  70th  year  of 
his  age,  and  53d  of  his  ministry.  He  had  been  some 
time  labouring  under  a  disease,  which  he  expected  would 
end  in  his  dissolution.  About  four  weeks  before  he 
died,  he  called  his  church  together,  and  gave  them  his 
last  advice  and  benediction.  He  had  composed  a  hymn 
to  be  sung  at  his  funeral,  and  he  now  made  choice  of  a 
passage  to  be  preached  from  on  the  solemn  occasion, 
which  was.  This  is  a  faithful  sayings  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation^  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin* 
nersy  of  whom  I  am  chief  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
Elder  Rufus  Babcock,  of  Colebrook. 

Mr.  Morse  was  early  acquainted  with  Mr.  Whitefield, 
and  caught  much  of  the  zeal  of  that  famous  itinerant. 
His  preaching  was  solemn  and  instructive,  and  the  rules, 
which  he  laid  down  for  others,  he  practised  himself.  He 
was  singuhirly  grave  and  devout,  insomucli  that  it  is 
said  by  those  who  were  long  acquainted  with  him,  that 
he  was  never  known  to  laugh.    He  often  entered  so 
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fieeKngly  into  Ms  discourses,  as  to  weep  almost  from  he^ 
ginning  to  end.  He  was  well  instructed  in  the  doctrine 
of  the  cross ;  and  his  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  was 
exceeded  by  few.  His  memory  was  retentive,  his  voice 
peculiarly  commanding  and  impressive,  and  his  preach- 
ing,  if  not  eloquent,  was  pathetick  and  persuasive. 

He  was  honoured  in  every  relation  he  sustained,  and 
his  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  the  word  was  exceeded  by- 
few  in  his  day.  He  was  above  the  middle  stature,  of  a 
robust  constitution,  and  well  fitted  for  the  labours  and 
hardships  which  itinerant  preachers  of  his  time  were 
obliged  to  endure.  Being  honoured  of  his  God  as  the 
instrument  of  turning  many  to  righteousness,  and  al« 
ways  bearing  about  with  him  the  marks  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  he  was  much  beloved  throughout  an  extensive 
^rcle  when  living,  and  his  name  is  still  mentioned  with 
peculiar  marks  of  respect,  by  maqy  of  the  ancient  saints^ 
who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Morse  married,  when  about  24  years  of  age,  Su- 
«annah,  the  eldest  daughter  pf  Mr.  Joseph  Babcock,  of 
Westerly,  Rhode-Island,  by  whom  he  had  many  children* 
Seven  of  them  are  yet  living,  and  his  youngest  son  Asahel 
is  pastor  of  the  church  in  Suffield,  Connecticut.  From 
his  narrative  of  the  life  of  his  venerable  father,  the  sub* 
stance  of  this  sketch  has  been  extracted.  His  widow  sur^ 
vi  ved  him  about  fifteen  years,  and  died  lately  in  the  80tl| 
year  of  her  age. 

Joseph  Rbesb  was  born  at  Duck-Creek,  in  Kent  coun* 
ty,  then  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  but  now  in  the 
State  of  Delaware.  He  was  removed  to  South-Carolina 
fn  1 745,  when  but  9  years  of  age,  and  during  his  youth- 
ful days  was  very  gay  and  fond  of  pleasure.  His  conver* 
^on,  therefore,  which  took  place  in  1760,  under  the 
ministry  of  Rev.  Philip  Mtilky,  was  remarkable,  and  drew 
much  attention.  Mr,  Reese  was  baptis^ed  soon  after  his 
conversion  by  Mr.  Mulky,  and  commenced  preaching 
toon  after  his  baptism.  His  ordination,  however,  for 
some  reason,  was  deferred  until  1768,  when  it  was  per- 
formed  by  Messrs.  Oliver  Hart  and  Evan  Pugh.  He  was 
ftt  the  same  time  installed  pastor  of  the  church  at  the 
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Congaree,  with  which  he  stood  in  that  relation,  excepjt  a 
few  years  during  the  revolutionary  war,  till  his  death, 
which  took  place  March  5,  1795|  when  he  was  aged  63 
years* 

The  Church  at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee  was  gathered 
under  his  ministry,  in  1 770 ;  at  which  time  and  place  a 
great  attention  to  religion  was  excited  by  his  preaching 
among  a  numerous  people,  who  had  been  till  then  very 
careless,  and  unacquainted  with  vital  religion. 
'  He  was  very  infirm  about  ten  years  before  his  death ; 
and  during  the  last  two  of  them,  one  of  the  most  afflict- 
ed of  men.  But  during  the  whole,  he  exhibited  a  sub- 
lime example  of  faith,  patience,  and  resignation  to  tba 
IKrill  of  God  ;  of  concern  for  the  divine  glory,  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  church  at  large,  of  that  with  which  he  was 
connected  in  particulsur,  and  for  the  salvation  of  individ- 
uals with  whom  he  was  connected  or  conversant.  When 
publick  worship  was  supported  at  the  place  of  worship 
nearest  to  him,  about  three  miles  distant,  he  was  several 
times  carried  there  on  his  bed,  lying  down  during  the  ser-. 
vice ;  and  if  he  found  himself  able,  which  he  sometimes 
did,  would  sit  up  at  the  conclusion  of  worship,  and  address 
a  few  words  to  the  congregation  in  the  style  of  conversa- 
tion and  advice,  by  which  they  were  generally  melted  into 
tears.  His  last  attendance  at  the  church  was  about  twelve 
months  before  his  death  \  at  which  time,  in  great  pain 
and  weakness,  he  administered  the  Lord's  Supper.  God 
was  pleased,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  affliction,  to  afford  him 
the  consolations  of  his  grace,  and  he  died  in  much  assur- 
ance of  hb  interest  in  the  Redeemer,  whom  he  loved. 

Mr.  Reese  was  a  man  of  good  understanding  and  warm 
affections.  His  piety,  it  is  believed,  was  never  called  in 
question.  He  had  but  little  education,  though  he  made 
improvements  after  he  began  to  preach ;  but  he  had  a 
large  fund  of  evangelical  and  experimental  knowledge. 
His  natural  eloquence,  and  command  of  the  passions  of 
his  hearers,  were  extraordinary.  He  was  both  a  Boa- 
nerges,and  a  son  of  consolation.  His  voice  and  his  coun- 
tenance are  said  to  have  affected  his  hearers  like  an  en- 
chantment. In  the  early  part  of  his  ministry  he  met  with 
much  opposition,  but  with  surprising  success. 

One  William  Reese  was  exceedingly  mad  against  him, 
as  he  was  preaching  at  the  High  HiSs  of  Santee,  swear- 
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ing  and  threatening  what  he  would  do  to  him  ;  but  be- 
fore the  service  of  the  day  was  over,  this  same  opposer 
was  observed  to  tremble,  and  look  about  him  as  if  he  was 
meditating  to  run  away,  but  did  not  do  so ;  presently  he 
swooned  ;  when  he  came  to  himself  and  appearing  in  a 
shivering  condition,  a  companion  of  his  said,  ^'  Will,  you 
are  cold,  will  you  go  to  the  fire  ?''  He  replied,  ^'  I  am 
going  to  the  fire  !  the  fire  of  hell !  O  Lord,  save  me  !" 
His  distress  was  great  for  a  considerable  time,  during 
which  het  made  a  publick  acknowledgment  of  his  wicked 
conduct  and  persecuting  intentions. 

At  another  time,  when  he  was  preaching  at  Congaree, 
one  Robert  Liass  made  towards  him  with  a  hickory  club, 
saying,  ^'  that  he  would  wear  it  out  on  the  bawling  dog's 
back."  But  he  was  hindered  from  his  purpose,  and  per- 
suaded to  be  quiet.  Soon  after  he  was  observed  to  be  af- 
fected, but  said  nothing.  It  was  not  long,  however,  be- 
fore he  sent  for  Mr.  Reese  in  the  night,  and  said,  ^^  I  am 
damned!  I  am  going  to  hell  !"  Mr.  Reese  said,  ^'Per- 
haps not,  perhaps  not.'*  Liass  replied  hastily,  *^  Is  there  a 
peradventurc  ?  thank  God  for  that !  Had  I  certainty  of 
it  I  would  endure  a  thousand  deaths  !  I  would  rot  piece 
by  piece,  and  be  a  thousand  years  rotting,  if  it  would  se- 
cure me  from  going  to  hell !" 

Whether  these  men,  who  were  so  remarkably  convict- 
ed, were  ever  converted,  we  are  not  informed. 

Mr.  Reese  was  a  warm  friend  to  his  country  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  represented  the  district  in  which 
he  lived,  in  the  State  Legislature,  when  the  first  consti- 
tution was  formed  for  South-Carolina. 


Shubabl  Stearns.  The  outlines  of  Mr.  Stearns's  bi- 
ography have  been  given  in  the  history  of  the  Separate 
Baptists ;  and  as  much  has  already  been  said  of  this  emi- 
nent man  of  God,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  say  much 
more  respecting  him* 

Mr.  Stearns  was  a  man  of  small  stature,  but  of  good 
natural  parts,  and  sound  judgment.  Of  learning  he 
had  but  a  little  share,  yet  was  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  books.     His  voice  was  musical  and  strong,  which 
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he  managed  in  such  a  manner,  as  one  while,  to  make  soft 
impressions  on  the  heart,  atod  fetch  tears  from  the  eyes 
in  a  mechanical  way ;  and  anon,  to  shake  the  very  nerves, 
and  throw  the  animal  system  into  tumults  and  perturbk- 
tions.  All  the  Separate  Baptists  copied  after  him  in 
tones  of  voice  and  actions  of  body ;  and  some  few  exceed- 
ed him.  His  character  was  indisputably  good,  both  as  a 
man,  a  Christian,  and  a  preacher.  In  his  eyes  was  some-* 
thing  very  penetrating,  which  seemed  to  have  a  meaning 
in  every  glance.  Many  stories  have  been  told  respecting 
the  enchantments  of  his  eyes  and  voice,  but  the  two  fol- 
lowing examples  we  give,  with  the  more  confidence,  be- 
cause the  subjects  of  them,  viz.  Tidence  Lane  and  tJna- 
than  Davis,  were  men  of  sense  aittl. reputation,  and  af- 
terwards became  distinguished  ministers  of  the  Baptist 
society. 

*'  When  the  fame  of  Mr.  Stearns's  preaching  (said  Mr. 
Lane)  had  reached  the  Yadkin,  where  I  lived,  I  felt  a  cu- 
riosity to  go  and  hear  him.  Upon  ray  arrival,  1  saw  a 
venerable  old  man  sitting  under  a  peach-tree  with  a  book 
in  his  hand,  and  the  people  gathering  about  him.  He 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  me  immediately,  which  made  me 
feel  in  such  a  manner  as  I  never  had  felt  before.  I  turn- 
ed to  quit  the  place,  but  could  not  proceed  far.  I  walk-^ 
ed  about,  sometimes  catching  his  eyes  as  I  walked.  My 
uneasiness  increased  and  became  intolerable.  I  went  up 
to  him,  thinking  that  a  salutation  and. shaking  hands^ 
would  relieve  me  ;  but  it  happened  otherwise.  1  began  to 
think  that  he  had  an  evil  eye,  and  ought  to  be  shunned  j 
but  shunning  him  I  could  no  more  eiFect,  than  a  bird 
can  shun  the  rattle-snake,  when  it  fi^es  its  eyes  upon 
it.  When  he  began  to  preacli,  my  perturbations  increas- 
ed, so  that  nature  could  no  longer  support  them,  and  I 
sunk  to  the  ground.'^ 

Mr.  Lane  afterwards  became  a  very  useful  Baptist  min- 
ister, and  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  denomination,  who 
removed  to  Tennessee,  where  he  administered,  until  his 
death,  with  reputation  and  success. 

**Elnathan  Davis  had  heard  that  one  John  Steward 
was  to  be  baptized  such  a  day,  by  Mr.  Stearns.  Now  this 
Steward  being  a  very  large  man,  and  Stearns  of  small 
st^iture,  he  concluded  there  would  be  some  diversion  if 
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set  drowning ;  therefore  he  gathered  about  eight  or  tdn 
of  his  companions  in  wickedness,  and  went  to  thp  spot« 
Mr.  Stearns  came,  and  began  to  preach«  Elnathan  went 
to  hear  him,  while  his  companions  stood  at  a  distance. 
He  was  no  sooner  among  the  crowd,  than  he  perceived 
some  of  the  people  tremble,  as  if  in  a  fit  of  the  ague ;  be 
felt  and  examined  them,  in  order  to  find  if  it  were  not 
a  dissimulation ;  meanwhile  one  man  leaned  on  his 
shoulder,  weeping  bitterly ;  Elnathan,  perceiving  he  had 
wet  his  new  white  coat,  pushed  him  off,  and  ran  to  his 
companions,  who  were  sitting  on  a  log  at  a  distance. 
When  he  came,  one  said,  '^  Welt,  Elnathan,  what  do 
you  think  now  of  these  — —  people  ?"  affixing  to  them 
a  profsme  and  reproa^ful  epithet.  He  replied,  ^^  There 
is  a  trembling  and  crying  spirit  among  them  ;  but  wheth- 
er it  be  the  Spirit  of  God  or  the  de^,  I  don't  know  j  if 
it  be  the  devil,  the  devil  go  with  them,  for  I  will  never 
more  venture  myself  among  them."  He  stood  a 
while  in  that  resolution ;  but  the  enchantment  of  Stearo^'cS 
voice  drew  him  to  the  crowd  once  more.  He  had  not 
been  long  there  before  the  trembling  seized  him  also  ; 
he  attempted  to  withdraw  ;  but  his  strength  failing,  and 
his  understanding  being  confounded,  he,  with  many  oth* 
ers,  sunk  to  the  ground.  When  he  came  to  himself,  he 
found  nothing  in  him  but  dread  and  aiudety,  bordering 
on  horror.  He  continued  in  thb  situation  some  days, 
and  then  found^relief  by  faith  in  Christ.  Immediately  he 
began  to  preach  conversion  work,  raw  as  he  was,  and 
scanty  as  bis  knowledge  must  have  been."  Mr.  Davis 
was  born  in  Baltimore  county,  Maryland,  n^5\  was 
bred  a  Seventh^ay  Baptist;  went  to  Slow  Riv^,  in 
North-Carolina,  in  1757 ;  was  baptized  by  Shubael 
Stearns  at  Sandy-Creek,  and  ordained  by  Samuel  Harris, 
m  1764;  continued  in  North-Carolina  until  1798,  when 
be  removed  to  South*CaroUna,  and  settled  in  the  bounds 
of  the  Saluda  Association. 

Mr.  Stearns  died  November  80,  1771^  at  Sandy-Creek, 
aiod  was  buried  near  his  meeting-house. 

Edwards. 
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friie  Ibiowing  aoboiint  of  that  emkieat  wrvaot  of  God,  Dr.SdUmaQ,  is  pinefix- 

ed  to  a  volume  of  his  aermons,  publi^ihed  after  his  death.    The  siibsta)i<^  (f 
it  was  written  by  his  sen  in  law,  Rev.  Mr.  Gray,  rfRoxbury,  adioraing  Boi- 
•    ton»  and  a  part  by  Dr.  Baldwin.    'Iht  doBcriptioo  of  his  doctrinal  seeiimeiils 
was  drawn  by  one  of  his  church.] 

Samuel  Stillman,  d.d,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, of  parents  respectable  for  their  virtues,  and  of 
the  religious  persuasion  of  Particular  Baptists.  At  the 
age  of  eleven  years  he  "ovas  removed  with  them  to  Charles- 
ton, South^Carolina,  and  there  received  the  rudiments  of 
bis  education,  at  an  academy  under  a  Mr.  Rind.  His  im- 
provements there  were  such  as  presaged  his  Aiture  worth  ; 
and  he  gave  early  indications  of  a  mind  seriously  impress* 
ed  with  a  sense  of  religious  truth.  In  one  of  his  manu- 
scripts we  find  some  account  of  very  early  religious 
impressions  being  made  upon  his  mind.  These«  howev- 
er, he  observes,  were  generally  of  Aott  continuauce, 
until  more  effectually  awakened  by  a  sermon  delivered  by 
the  late  excellent  Mr.  Hart,  when,  to  borrow  his  own  lan- 
guage, he  says,  ^*  My  mind  was  again  solemnly  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  my  awful  condition  as  a  sinner.  This 
conviction  grew  stronger  and  stronger.  My  condition 
alarmed  me.  I  saw  myself  without  Christ  and  without 
hope*  I  found  that  I  deserved  the  wrath  to  come,  and 
that  God  would  be  just  to  send  me  to  hell.  I  was  now 
frequently  on  my  knees^  pleading  for  mercy«  As  a  beg- 
gar I  went,  having  nothing  but  guilt,  and  no  plea  but 
mercy."  How  long  he  continued  in  this  distressed  con<» 
dition  is  not  particularly  stated,  but  it  appears  from  sev- 
eral passages  of  Scripture,  he  obtained  a  degree  of  hope 
and  comfort,  though  not  entirdy  satisfied*  Not  long 
after,  he -heard  Mr.  Hart  discourse  from  Matt.  i.  2i. 
^^  And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  thou  shak  call  his 
name  Jesus ;  for  he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins*" 
From  this  sermon  he  received  consolation,  and  add^, 
^'  Christ  then  became  precious  to  me,  yea,  all  in  alh 
Then  I  could  say  of  wisdom,  ^*  Her  ways  are  ways  *  of 
pleasantness,  ahd  all  her  paths  are  peace."  That  I  still 
think  was  the  day  of  my  espousaL  Glory  be  to  OeA^ 
for  the  riches  of  his  grace  to  me.  Why  me.  Lord  ?  &c." 
He  was  soon  after  baptized,  and  received  into  the  church 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Hart* 

voIm  2*  47 


370  Bkgrapby  if  Samuel  StiUman. 

• 

After  fini^ing  his  dassical  education^  he  spent  one 
year  in  the  study  of  divinity  with  that  gentleman.  Being 
called  by  the  church,  he  preached  his  first  sermon  on  the 
17tb  of  February,  1758;  and  on  the  26th  of  February, 
1 759,  was  ordained  in  the  dty  of  Charlest<»i9  South^Car- 
elina,  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist. 

Imfliediately  afterwards,  however,  he  settled  at  James 
Island,  a  most  pleasant  situation  opposite  the  city*  Boon 
after  he  visited  the  phce  of  his  nativity,  and  on  the  twen- 
ty-third of  May,  the  same  y^r,  married  Hannah,  the 
daughter  of  Evin  Morgan,  Esq.  merchant  of  that  plaoe^ 
by  whom  he  afterwards  had  fourteen  children.  He  also 
took  his  degree  at  the  tmiversity  there,  and  returned  to 
his  society  on  James  Island.  But  he  had  not  continued 
above  eighteen  months  with  his  a&dionatt  and  united 
people,  before  a  violent  attack  of  a  pulmonary  complatnt, 
forced  bis  removal  to  another  dimate.  He  accordii^y 
fixed  himself  with  his  family  at  Bordentown,  New-Jersey, 
where  he  supplied  two  diflbrent  congregations  for  the 
iqpace  of  two  years;  His  iU  health  somewhat  improved^ 
but  by  no  means  restored,  detempdned  him  at  length  to 
visit  New*£ngland,  hoping  that  the  eKtrcise,  tc^^ether 
with  the  change  of  air,  might  yet  further  mend  his  im-* 
fxured  oonstitution. 

Ou  his  arrival  here,  1763,  at  the  request  of  the  SeotNid 
Baptist  Church,  he  removed  his  feimily  to  Boston,  and 
afb^r  preaching  one  year  as  »i  assistant  to  the  late  Rev. 
Mr.  fiound,  accepted  an  invitation  to  settle  with  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  and  was  installed  over  it  January  9, 1 765« 

By  nature  he  was  endowed  with  a  sprightly  genius,  a 
good  capacity,  and  an  uncommon  vivacity  and  quickness 
of  apprehension.  His  feeltngs  were  peculiarly  strong 
and  lively,  which  imparted  energy  to  whatever  he  did^ 
and  under  the  influence  and  control  of  religious  prind* 
I^es,  served  to  increase  and  diffuse  his  eminent  piety. 
To  this  constitutional  ardour  both  of  sentiment  and  ao» 
tion,  whic3i  led  him  to  enter  with  his  wliole  soul  into 
eveiy  subject  which  ei^Med  fab  attentioB,  he  united  a 
iremarkabie  delicacy  of  feelmg  and  sense  of  propriety,  and 
such  sprightliness  and  afiabiUty  in  conversation,  such  ease 
and  politeness  of  manners,  and  at  the  same  time  such  a 
glow  of  pious  zeal  and  affettion,  as  enabled  him  to  min- 
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ie  with  all  ranks  and  daases  of  people,  and  to  <Bacbai^e 

his  duties  as  a  Christian  minister  and  a  citia^en,  wjcb 
dignity,  acceptance,  and  usefulness.  The  Uvejiy  int^re^t 
he  appeared  to  take,  ia  whatever  affected  the  happiness 
or  increased  the  Measures  of  his  friends,  the  gentleness  o£ 
his  reproofs  and  the  gratification  he  stemed  to  feel  in 
commending  others,  united  to  his  social  qualities,  endear- 
ed him  to  aH  who  knew  him. 

The  popularity  of  a  preacher  commonly  declines  with 
his  years.  Dr.  Stillman,  however,  was  a  singular  excep- 
lion  to  this  general  remark.  He  retained  it  for  upwards 
of  forty-two  years  ;  and  his  congr^tion,  which,  upon 
his  £rst  coimeidon  with  it,  was  the  smallest  in  the  town, 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  the  period  of  his  death,  he  left 
aau)ngst  the  most  numerous. 

As  .a  minister  of  Christ,  his  praise  was  in  all  the 
churchea ;  and  wherever  his  name  has  been  heard,  an  un* 
common  degree  of  sanctity  has  been  connected  with  it. 
His  principles  were  hi^ly  Calvinistick,and  all  his  sermons 
bore  strong  marks  of  his  warm  attachment  to  that  aystenu 
The  naturiu  strength  and  ardour  of  his  feeUngs,  indeed, 
imparted  zeal  to  whatever  opinion  he  e^ovi^d,  and  ac- 
tivity to  whatever  duty  he  performed.  Yet  with  all  his 
quickness  of  percq)tion,  and  acuteness  of  feeUng,  his 
temper  was  umler  admindiile  coitf  rd,  and  he  was  iilways 
die  thorough  master  both  of  his  words  and  actions.  Thus 
embracing  what  have  been  dencHuinated  the  diftkiguishr 
ing  doctrmes  of  the  gospel,  he  ex^ained  and  enforced 
them  widi  clearness,  and  with  an  apostolick  aeal  and 
kitrefmlity. 

On  the  leading  prindfdes  of  the  gqspel,  he  always 
preached  and  conversed  as  a  Christian  minister,  who 
look  a  deep  and  hearty  interest  in  their  difiiision  wd  es- 
tablishment.  But  he  did  not  depend  for  success  pn  his 
aseal  and  fidelity.  He  knew  that  what  he  was,  and  wh^it 
he  wias  enabled  Do  do  in  the  cause  of  God,  were  wholjy 
by  his  gracious  influence.  Whilst  he  realised  his  ovn 
entire  depmdencc,  and  tbit  of  others,  he  was  animatied 
in  duty,  beUeving  that  the  l^cf d  meeteth  all  w:hQ  rejoioe 
and  work  righteousness,  thcKie  who  remeinber  hUn  in 
his  srays. . 
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A  subject  on  which  he  often  spoke  with  grateful  ado- 
ration was,  the  true  and  proper  Godhead  of  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ.  His  views  of  sin  as  an  infinite  evil  necessarily 
impressed  upon  his  mind  this  truth.  He  considered  the 
Saviour  as  an  infinitely  worthy  object  of  divine  worship, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  dignity  of  character  qualified 
to  make  atonement  for  sin.  On  this  foundation  rested 
bis  hope  of  salvation ;  and  if  this  were  not  a  reality,  he 
despaired  of  entering  into  glory,  and  believed  the  salira- 
tion  of  every  sinner  an  impossible  event.  But  having  no 
doubt  on  this  cardinal  point,  he  was  enabled  to  preach 
the  gospel  with  clearness. 

On  the  subject  of  the  trinity  and  unity  of  God,  he  Ut* 
eraUy  believed  the  declaration  of  John,  ^*  There  are  three 
that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  these  three  are  one ;"  but  as  to  an 
explanation  of  the  manner  or  mode  of  subsistence  of  the 
divine  nature,  he  would  say  he  had  nothing  to  do ;  for 
revelation  did  not  explain  it.  He  only  dedared  it  as  a 
truth  to  be  believed  on  the  divine  testimony. 

The  total  moral  depravity  of  man  was  a  prindple  on 
which  he  much  insisted  on  all  proper  occasions.  He 
had  no  idea  that  there  was  any  latent  spark  of  hxXw 
ness  in  the  heart  of  a  natural  man,  which,  as  some  sup? 
pose,  can  be  kindled  by  the  exertions  of  the  sinner,  aiul 
kept  alive  by  the  same  means.  This  opinion  he  repro* 
bated  with  all  his  heart,  viewing  it  as  a  denial  of  that 
grace  which  is  revealed  in  the  gospel,and  as  having  a  natu«f 
ral  tendency  to  take  the  crown  of  glory  from  the  head  i^ 
Immanubl.  In  contradiction  of  tJbis  error,  he  would  ofe 
ten  remark  on  this  text  as  a  nootto  c(mgenial  tq  the  feel* 
ings  of  a  believer,  ^'  Upon  himself  (Jesus)  shall  his  crown 
flourish."  So  far  was  he  removed  irom  this  mistake, 
that  he  believed  the  real  Christian,  though  renewed  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  was  constantly  dependent  on  God's  im- 
mediate agency  for  the  origin  and  continuance  of  every 
gracious  exercise.  Although  he  bdieved  the  entire  ^\a^ 
fulness  of  the  natural  heart,  he  did  not  erroneously  con« 
nect  with  it  a  license  to  sin,  nor  suppose  that  men  are  re- 
leased from  moral  duties  because  they  are  inc&posed  to 
them.  From  the  hct  that  man  is  endowed  with  reason, 
Yf^U  ^d  a£^tions,  he  argued  his  moral  obli|^tion  to  h%% 
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lieve  what  God  has  revealed  ^  and  obey  what  he  has 
commanded. 

As  his  views  of  man's  depravity  were  clear  and  dis- 
tinct, he  of  consequence  saw  the  necessity  of  regenera- 
tion by  the  free  and  sovereign  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
That  operation  of  God  by  whioi  this  change  is  effected, 
he  did  not  consider  as  a  mere  circumstantial  alteration 
or  new  modification  of  the  sinful  affections,  but  that  a 
new  disposition  was  given  to  the  soul,  well  described  by 
Paul  as  a  new  creation.  In  this  change  he  supposed  the 
person  was  brought  to  have  entirely  new  view^  of  moral 
subjects. 

Respecting  the  atonement  of  Christ,  his  sentiments 
were  honorary  to  truth.     He  considered  it  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  divine  perfections  not  discoverable  by  any 
other  medium  ^  exhibiting  to  all  intelligent  beings  the 
odious  nature  of  sin,  God's  love  to  holiness,  and  his  un- 
speakable mercy  to  the  guilty.    He  viewed  the  merits 
of  Christ  in  his  obedience  and  dea(h,  as  having  an  infi- 
nite value,  and  as  possessing  a  sufficiency  for  the  salva- 
tion of  every  individual  of  the  human  race,  had  it  been 
the  will  of  God  to  make  its  application  to  the  conscience 
so  Extensive ;  but  from  divine  revelation  he  learned  that 
its  design  was  particular,  respecting,  in  its  application  to 
the  heart,  the  elect  only.    He  did  not,  however,  connect 
with  this  the  erroneous  idea  of  some,  that  all  men  were 
not  under  obligation  to  repent  of  their  sins  and  believe 
the  gospel ;  but  whilst  he  believed  the  condemnation  of 
sinners  was  by  the  moral  law,  he  supposed  that  this  con- 
denmation  would  be  greatly  aggravated  by  a  rejection  of 
the  'gospel,  and  that  they  would  be  treated  as  those  who 
despised  God's  grace. 

His  ideas  of  the  faith  which  accompanies  salvation  were, 
that  it  was  a  belief  of  the  gospel ;  a  hearty  reception  of 
that  plan  of  ^race  which  is  revealed  in  Christ  Jesus,  ac- 
companied with  holy  love  and  every  gracious  exercise. 
lie  rejected  the  error,  that  the  essence  of  faith  consists 
in  a  pe;rson's  believing  that  Christ  died  for  him  in  par- 
tieu^air ;  no  such  proposition  being  contained  in  the  word 
of  God,  and  na  one  being  warranted  to  bdieve  this  ttH 
he  Ikis  good  evidence  of  his  regeneration.  From  his 
Id^s  of  &ith  he  naturally  inferred  that  good  v^rks^  would 
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unifortnily  follow.  These  he  zealously  enforced  as  an 
evidence  of  faith,  but  not  as  designed  to  origuiate  it. 
Practical  godliness  was  a  subject  on  which  he  often 
preached,  and  which  he  urged  on  believers  from  the 
noblest  gospel  motives. 

The  purpose  of  God  in  his  eternal  election  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  human  race  to  salvation,  was  a  principle 
dear  to  Dr.  Stillman,  as  a  truth  clearly  revealed.  Be- 
lieving the  carnal  mind,  or  natural  heart,  to  be  enmity 
against  God,  he  very  justly  concluded,  that  if  any  sin- 
ners were  saved,  their  salvation  must  be  effected  by  an 
influence  extraneous  from  themselves.  To  imagine 
with  some,  U^at  God  had  left  it  with  depraved  men  to 
meet  him  in  any  conditions  which  they  were  to  perform, 
he  would  represent  as  dishonorary  to  the  Divine  Majesty, 
who  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another.  Neither  could 
he  believe  that  any  oi  God's  designs  oririnated  in  time ; 
but  that  all  his  purposes  were,  like  himself,  eternal.  This 
was  his  ground  of  encouragement  to  preach,  knowing 
that  God  had  determined  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching 
to  save  them  that  believe,  and  that  he  had  promised  to 
make  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power. 

From  his  clear  apprehension  of  eternal  personal  elec- 
tion, he  was  firmly  established  in  the  final  perseverance 
to  eternal  glory  of  all  those  who  are  regenerated  by  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  and  that  the  grace  given  is  an  incorrupti- 
ble seed. 

The  opinion  that  religious  establishments  are  contrary 
to  the  New-Testament,  was  defended  by  him.  Hb  ideas 
on  this  subject  are  plainly  expressed  in  his  sermon  before 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in  1 779.  The  in- 
terference of  rulers,  as  such,  in  matters  of  conscience,  he 
ever  considered  as  an  infringement  of  natural  right.  In 
this  sermon  he  shewed  that  his  own  ideas  on  this  subject 
were  similar  to  those  of  the  immortal  Locke.  He  was  a 
cordial  friend  to  religious  liberty ;  and  all  his  conduct 
in  life  towards  Christians  from  whom  he  differed,  mani- 
fested that  he  was  heartily  willing  that  every  conscien- 
tious citizen  should  worship  in  the  manner  which  agreed 
with  the  diaates  of  his  conscience,  after  a  candid  exam* 
ination  of  the  word  of  God. 
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He  preached  much  to  the  feelings,  and  to  the  heart ; 
and  numbers  on  whose  minds  naked  reason  and  simple 
truth  could  produce  no  serious  e&cts,  his  powerful  elo- 
quence was  a  happy  means  both  of  touching  and  reclaim* 
ing.  Nor  was  he  only  a  preacher  of  righteousness.  Few 
men  ever  exemplified  more  than  he  did,  the  virtues  he 
recommended  to  others*  Whilst  he  exhibited  to  his 
fiock  the  various  trials  and  comforts  of  Christians,  whilst 
he  guided  them  in  the  way  to  eternal  life,  he  led  them 
also  by  his  own  example. 

His  sermcnis  were  always  studied,  and  it  was  his  judi- 
cious practice  principally  to  write  them.  Yet  from  his. 
manner  of  delivery,  (a  manner  peculiar  to  himself)  he 
always  appeared  as  easy  as  if  speaking  extempore.  In- 
deed it  was  his  constant  method  to  add  at  the  moment 
such  thoughts  as  occurred  to  his  mind  whilst  speaking. 
These  thoughts  were  as  naturally  connected  with  the 
subject  as  uough  they  had  been  a  studied  part  of  it ; 
and  as  they  were  usually  delivered  with  much  pathos, 
they  had  the  happiest  effect  upon  the  audience. 
'  As  a  publick  speaker,  as  a  pulpit  orator,  he  was  second 
perhaps  to  none.  Nature  had  furnished  him  with  a 
pleasant  and  most  commanding  voice,  the  very  tones  of 
which  were  admirably  adapted  to  awsdcen  the  feelings  of 
aa  audience,  and  he  always  managed  it  with  great  suc« 
cess.  His  manner,  though  grave  and  serious,  was  pecu* 
liarly  graceful,  popular,  and  engaging.  His  remarkable 
animation  gave  ad(Htional  interest  to  every  subject  he 
handled.  Those  who  heard  him  might  with  propriety 
have  said  of  him  what  was  said  of  another  eminent 
preacher—-*^  This  man  is  in  earnest ;  he  believes  what  he 
says,  and  says  what  he  believes.  Verily  this  is  a  man  of 
God.    Ten  such  neien,  and  Sodom  would  have  stood/^ 

His  eloquence  was  of  the  powerful  and  impressive,, 
rather  than  of  the  insinuating  and  persuasive  kind,  and 
so  strikingly  interesting,  that  he  never  preached  to  an 
inattentive  audience.  And  even  those  who  dissented 
from  him  in  some  minor  theological  opinions,  were  still 
pleased  with  hearing  him,  for  they  knew  his  sincerity, 
they  knew  him  to  be  a  good  man. 

Few  persons  are  alike  eminent  in  all  the  different  du-^ 
ties  of  the  ministerial  office ;  hut  it  would  perhaps  be 
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diflkult  to  say  in  wludi  of  these  Dr.  StiUman  most  mt^ 
celled. 

In  prayer  he  always  seemed  to  his  audience  as  if  en- 
gaged with  a  present  Deity.  His  addresses  to  Heaven 
were  generally  short,  but  rery  comprehensive;  they 
were  solemn  sind  edifying,  and  usually  very  fediag  and 
impressive ;  and  thus  coming  from  the  heart,  they  sd- 
dom  failed  to  reach  the  hearts  of  others. 

In  the  chamber  of  sickness  and  affliction  he  was  always 
a  welcome  visitor.  So  well  could  he  adapt  his  conversa- 
tion, as  to  comfort  or  to  caution,  to  soothe  or  to  awaken, 
just  as  the  case  seemed  to  require.  And  if  he  adminis- 
tered reproof,  it  was  done  in  so  delicate  and  mild  a  man- 
ner, that  it  oftener  conciliated  esteem,  than  created  of- 
fence. In  bis  prayers  with  the  sick  and  afflicted,  howev- 
er intricate  the  occasion,  he  was  always  both  appropriate 
and  highly  devotional.  So  eminent  was  his  character  for 
piety,  and  so  universally  was  he  beloved,  that  he  was  of- 
ten called  to  the  sick  and  afflicted  of  other  denominaticms. 
And  his  sympathetick  feelings,  and  his  fervent  supplica- 
tions seldom  failed  to  pour  the  balm  of  consolation  into 
the  wounded  bosom.  The  sick  would  almost  forget  their 
pains,  and  the  mourner  cease  to  sigh.  How  many  wound- 
ed  hearts  he  has  bound  up,  and  from  how  many  weeping 
eyes  he  has  wiped  the  tears  away— -how  many  thought- 
less sinners  he  was  the  means  of  awakening,  and  how 
many  saints  he  has  edified  and  built  up  unto  eternal  life 
•—how  many  wavering  minds  he  has  settled,  and  to  how 
many  repenting  sinners  his  words  have  administered 
peace,  can  be  fully  known  only  at  the  great  dav ! 

It  having  pleased  the  Author  of  Wisdom  to  visit  Dr.  StiU- 
man with  peculiar  trials,  and  having  largely  experienced 
the  supporting  influence  of  religion  under  them,  he  was 
eminently  qualified  to  administer  consolation  to  others. 
Few  persons  could  describe  with  such  accuracy,  or  enter 
with  such  facility  into  the  feelings  and  exercises  of  the 
tempted,  tried  believer.  Like  a  skilful  surgeon,  he  knew 
when  the  wound  was  sufficiently  probed,  and  when  to 
apply  the  healing  balm  of  promise. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  was  called  to  bury  sev- 
en of  lus  children,  all  adults,  and  some  of  them  with  ris*- 
Ipg.  families,  having  previously  buried  five  children  in  io- 
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fiMDcy  •  But  notwithstanding  his  domastick  triab  trat e  so 
great,  his  Christian  patience  and  submission  were  equal 
to  them  all.  Such  was  his  fMnrfcct  confidence  io  the  wis- 
dom of  God's  goTemment,  that  with  ail  his  extrentie  sen- 
silnlitiesy  his  mind  lost  nothing  of  its  lively  confidetioe, 
iir  of  its  cheerful  hope* 

•  Dr*  Stiilman  was  possessed  of  g^eat  benevoieiice  of 
heartland  was  a  sincere  lover  of  persons  of  every  Christian 
denomination^  whom  he  esteemed  pious  and  good* 
Though  from  education  and  from  principle  a  Baptist 
himsdtt,  he  never  believed  that  the  peculiarities  of  any* 
sect  ought  to  form  a  separating  liae^  or  hinder  the  union 
of  good  men,  for  the  sdvancement  of  the  common  causcf 
of  tiie  Redeemer.  With  many  such  he  long  lived  in 
habits  of  undissembled  friendship,  and  by  them  his  death 
will  not  very  soon  cease  to  be  regretted. 

With  a  view  more  especially  to  assist  young  men  in 
attaining  a  suitable  education  for  the  ministry,  he  sue* 
cefisfuUy  employed  his  talents  and  zeal  in  aiding  the  inter- 
ests of  Brown  University,  Rhode-Island,  which  owes 
»uch  to  his  exertions* 

lit  might  be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  his  talents  were  hdd  as  a  preacher,  that 
(here  is  scarcely  any  publick  occasion  on  which  he  has 
not  at  one  time  or  another  offidated.  The  university  of 
Cambridge  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
Master  of  Art^,  in  176K  The  college  in  Rhode-Island, 
of  whidx  he  was  both  a  Trustee  and  a  Fellow,  in  1798 
gave  him  a  diploma  of  Doctor  in  Divinity.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Federal  Convention  for  the  town 
of  Boston  the  same  year,  and  distinguished  himself  there 
by  a  most  eloquent  speech  in  its  defence.  In  1 789  he 
was  appointed  to  deliver  the  anniversary  oraticm  on  inde- 
evidence  to  the  town  of  Boston,  which  he  accomplished 
m  a  manner  both  handsome  and  acceptable. 

•  The  sodal  feelings  of  the  Doctor  were  strong,  and  his 
powers  of  conversation  such  as  always  pleased*  In  his 
onannen  there  was  an  unaffected  elegance  and  ease,  which 
rendered  him  uncommonly  ngreeable  to  every  circle. 
The  affability  and  kindness  with  which  he  treated  ^per- 
sons of  every  description,  were  not  less  the  effisct  of  a 
natural  delicacy  than  of  a  generri  knowledge  of  mankind. 
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Hence  to  the  great  he  never  could  appear  senrile,  wxr 
imperious  to  uiose  in  humbler  stations.  To  both  he  was 
the  gentleman,  and  in  private  company  as  much  esteem- 
ed as  he  was  popular  in  his  publick  performances.  His 
benevolent  heart  was  feelingly  alive  to  distress  of  every 
kind,  and  in  contributing  to  its  alleviation  in  every  shape 
he  was  actively  useful.  We  find  his  name  amongst  the 
first  members  of  the  Humane  Society  of  this  Common- 
wealth. Of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Fire  Society 
he  W98  a  useful  officer,  and  of  the  Boston  Dispensary  a 
member  from  its  beginning,  and  President  at  his  death* 
The  Boston  Female  Asylum  is  likewise  much  indebted  to 
his  exertions.  He  was  also  an  almoner  of  the  private 
charity  of  many  individuals,  who  confided  in  his  knowl- 
edge and  judgment  of  suitable  objects. 

Such  was  the  faithfulness  with  which  he  discharged  the 
various  duties  incumbent  on  him  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel ;  such  was  his  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
good  of  souls,  that  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him,  he  was 
the  happy  man.  Holy,  spiritual  religion  was  not  with 
him  a  transient,  visionary  thing,  but  the  element  in  which 
he  breathed.  His  soul  was  often  so  enlarged  in  declaring 
the  glorious  gospel,  and  in  expatiating  on  the  riches  of 
God's  grace  as  manifested  in  his  word,  that  he  not  only 
seemed  himself  to  enjoy  a  prelibation  of  heaven,  but  to 
have  been  enabled  by  divine  influence  to  communicate 
this  blessedness  to  others ;  so  that  his  friends  have  often 
said,  after  having  heard  his  private  conversation  or  pub- 
lick  preaching.  Truly  our  fellowship  was  with  the  Father, 
with  his  Son  Christ  Jesus,  and  with  one  another  through 
the  Spirit's  influence. 

To  his  church  and  people  he  was  strongly  attached, 
and  particularly  attentive.*    Nor  did  he  ever  suffer  any 

*  For  a  long  time  previous  to  his  death,  he  was  particularly  anxious  that  a 
coUeaerue  pastor  should  be  settled  with  him.  Knowmgthat  time  with  him  was 
short,  he  ardently  wished  to  see  his  church  and  congregatioa  happily  united  in 
a  person,  whose  sendments  and  character  he  should  entii^ly  approve,  and  to 
whose  care  he  could  cheerfully  confide  his  charge,  when  he  should  be  called  to 
put  off  the  earthly  house  of  his  tabernacle.  To  eflect  tins  object,  in  his  view  so 
important,  his  labours  were  incessant ;  and  Providence  seemed  to  smile  on  his 
endeavours.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Clay,  from  Georgia,  having  visited  the  town 
of  Boston,  appeared,  both  to  the  pastor  and  the  flocic,  to  be  the  very^  object  of 
their  united  wishes.  Proposals  having  been  accordingly  made  to  him  tor  set- 
tlement, which  he  accepted,  necessary  arrangements  were  making  for  it.  The 
Doctor  was  delijghtmg  himself  with  the  prospea  ;  but  it  pkaaedlieaven  that 
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calls  of  relaxation  or  amusement  to  interfere  with  the 
conscientious  discharge  of  the  smallest  professional  dutv. 
His  duty  was  indeed  always  his  delight,  and  nothing  m 
his  mind  ever  stood  in  any  sort  of  competition  with  it. 

His  congregation  always  reciprocated  his  warm  attach- 
ment to  them.  They  ever  sat  delighted  under  his  preach- 
ing, and  felt  a  pride  in  him  as  an  accomplished  pulpit 
orator,  no  less  than  a  love  for  him  as  an  excellent  preach- 
er ;  and  neither  of  them  were  any  ways  diminished  by 
the  attention  of  strangers  who  visited  the  metropolis, 
and  were  commonly  desirous  of  hearing  this  celebrated 
minister  before  they  left  it. 

In  the  different  walks  of  social  and  private  life.  Dr. 
Stillman  was  peculiarly  amiable.  Those  most  intimately 
connected  with  him,  ever  found  him  a  pleasant  compan- 
ion, a  judicious  counsellor,  and  a  faithnil  friend.  The 
various  offices  of  domestick  life  were  discharged  with  the 
same  fidelity  and  tenderness  which  marked  his  publick 
conduct.  Of  husbands,  he  was  one  of  the  most  kind 
and  affectionate ;  of  parents  the  most  tender  and  endear- 
ing. Indeed,  all  who  resided  under  his  roof  experienced 
his  paternal  care  and  goodness. 

Through  life  his  habit  of  body  bad  been  weakly^  and 
he  was  not  unused  to  occasional  interruptions  of  his  min** 
isterial  labours  ;  yet  he  survived  all  his  clerical  cotempo- 
raries,  both  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity.  It  was  his^  con- 
stant prayer  that  his  life  and  usefulness  might  run^  paral- 
lel :  in  this  his  desires  were  gratified.  He  had  kow  at- 
tained the  age  of  seventy,  when  the  time  of  his  departure 
liad  arrived.  A  slight  indisposition  detained  him  at 
home  the  two  last  Lord's  days  of  his  life.  On  the  Wed- 
nesday following  the  second  of  them,  without  any  pre» 
vious  symptoms,  he  was  suddenly  attacked  at  eleven 
o'clock,  A.  M.  by  a  paralytick  shock.  At  ten  at  night  he 
grew  insensible,  and  at  twelve  his  useful  life  and  labours 
were  terminated  together.  Could  he  have  selected  the 
manner  of  his  death,  it  had  probably  been  such  an  one 
as  this,  which  spared  him  the  pain  of  separation  from  a 

he  should  not  be  permitted  to  realize  its  accomplishment  Mr.  Clay  had  rq* 
tKmed  to  the  southv/ard,  to  settle  his  afFau-s  tliere.  Two  or  more  mohtlia  before 
his  returo,  the  period  he  had  fixed  for  it,  the  melancholy  circumstance  of  Dr. 
StiUman's  deata  occurred.  The  following  August  Mr.  Clay's  installatwn 
took  place. 
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flock  he  was  most  ardendy  attached  to,  atid  a  family  he 
most  tenderly  loved ;  a  scene  which,  to  a  person  ot  his 
feeling  mind,  notwithstanding  all  his  reKgion,  must  have 
occasioned  a  ishock. 

In  one  of  his  sermons,  preached  after  the  death  of  the 
)ate  Dr.  Peter  Thacher»  of  this  town,  he  says,  *^  Though 
we  would  not  wish  to  choose,  or  oflFer  to  dictate  to  Ipfi* 
nite  Wisdom,  as  to  the  manner  of  our  exit,  yet  may  we 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  when  good  men  are  suddenly 
cut  down,  they  avoid  the  pains  and  extreme  distresses 
that  always  accompany  a  lingering  sickness.  And  though 
we  would  not  pray,  From  sudden  death,  good  Lord,  deliv- 
fr  us,  we  would  devoutly  pray.  For  sudden  death,  good 
Lord,  prepare  us." 

On  the  Monday  following  his  death,  his  remains  were 
attended  to  his  meeting-house,  where  a  pathetick  and 
appropriate  discourse  was  delivered  on  the  occasion,  by 
the  Rev.  Pr.  Baldwin,  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church  in  Boston,  to  an  immensely  thronged  and  deep- 
ly affected  assembly,  from  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8 ;  after  which 
his  remains  were  conveyed  to  the  tomb,  amidst  there- 
grets  of  a  numerous  concourse  of  people,  who  crowded 
aroun4  his  bier,  anxious  to  take  a  last  look  of  the  urn 
which  contained  the  relicks  of  him,  who  once  to  them 
was  so  dear,  but  whose  face  they  should  no^  behold  no 
fuore. 

Dr.  StiUman  was  of  the  middling  stature,  of  lender 
habit  j|^  body,  yet  remarkably  upright.  He  was  dark 
complextoned,  and  rather  pal^.  His  countenance,  though 
naturally  open  and  cheerful,  yet  either  fropi  principle 
or  habit  more  frequently  presented  the  appearance  of 
thoughtfuhiess  and  solemnity.  The  vivacity  of  his  mind 
was  strongly  marked  iathe  features  of  his  face,  which 
enabled  him  with  uncommon  ease  to  give  language  to 
the  passions  whenever  h\s  subject  required  it. 

The  gracefulness  of  his  person,  the  elegance  of  his  man- 
ners, and  above  all,  the  di^ty  of  his  whole  deportment 
were  such,  as  could  not  fail  of  interesting  the  fedings  of 
all  who  had  the  happiness  pf  an  acquaintance  with  him. 
In  a  word,  there  was  something  peculiarly  prepossessing 
in  that  aagelick  solemnity,  which  he  always  inanifested| 
^hen  engaged  in  religious  duties. 
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Dr.  StiUman's  works,  esxept  one  Oradon,  consist  al* 
together  of  Sermonsy  and  are  as  follow : 

Ist    A  Sennon  oo  th«  repeal  of  the  Stxmp  Act,  1766. 

2cL  A  Sermon  on  the  character  of  a  gosd  soldier:  delhrered  befine  the 
Ancient  and  Honourable  ArtOlery  Company  in  Boston,  June  4»  1770. 

3d.  Substance  of  a  Sermon,  .defivem  at  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Shepard,  in  Stratham,  (N.  H.)  Sept  25«  177t 

4tn.  A  Sennon  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Esa.  member  qf  the 
Continental  Coneress,  from  Rhode-Island,  and  delivered  before  that  body  in 
Philadelphia,  A^rcb  26, 1776.  ' 

6th.    A  Sermon  on  the  General  Election  in  Massachugetts,  May  36, 1779. 

6th.  A  Sermon  on  Charity,  preached  before  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honour- 
able Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Charlestown,  Jiuie  24, 1785. 

7tlu  An  Oration  delivered  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  July  4, 
1789. 

8th.  A  Sermon  oo  the  death  of  Nicholas  Brown,  Esq.  of  Providence,  (R.  L) 
May  31, 1791. 

9th.  A  Sermon  on  the  French  Revdotai,  preached  on  tiie  Annual  Thanks- 
giving Dav,  Nov.  20, 1794b 

lOtb.  A  Sermon  on  the  ordinatifii  of  Rev.  Stephen  Smith  Kelson,  preached 
in  Boston,  Sept  15, 1797. 

11th.    A  Sermon  on  Uie  National  Fast  Day,  April,  1799. 

12th.  A  Sermon  on  the  death  of  Geofige  Waanington,  late  Prcadent  of  the 
United  States  of  America^  180a 

13th.  A  Sermon  on  the  opening  of  the  New  Baptist  Meeting-House  ih 
Charlestown,  May  12, 1801. 

14th.  A  Sermon  on  the  ordination  of  Rev.  ThoniftB  Waterman,  ChaTie»- 
town,  October  7, 1801. 

15th.  A  Sermon  on  the  first  anniversary  of  the  Boston  Female  Asylum, 
September  5, 1802. 

l6Ui.  A  Sermon  on  the  first  anniversary  of  the  MMsachusetts  Baptist 
Missionary  Society,  May  25, 1803. 

i7t}L  A  Sermon  on  the  death,  and  preached  at  the  fimeral  of  Hezdiiidi 
Smith,  D.  D.  of  Haverhill,  January  31, 1805. 

Besides  these,  soon  after  Dr.  Stillmaa^s  death,  his 
friends  collected  and  puUished  in  a  volume  twenty  ser«- 
xnons  of  his  composing,  eight  of  which  were  never  be^ 
fore  published.  The  titles  of  these  sermons,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand  in  the  volutne,  are  as  follow : 

1st  Mankind  universally  apt  to  trust  in  their  own  rig^iteousness.  PubHslb- 
ed  by  desire  of  the  hearers,  1769. 

2d.    The  Sinner's  best  R^teousness  proved  to  be  essentially  deficient 

3d.    Imputed  Righteousness  one  of  the  Glories  of  the  GcspeL 

4th.    Believers  exhorted  to  continue  in  their  obedience. 

5tl).  Young  People  called  upon  to  considen  that  for  then-  conduct  here 
they  must  be  accoontahte  hereafter,  at  the  Judgment-Seat  of  Christ  Deliv- 
ered at  an  Evening  Lcctove,  May  6, 1771»  at  the  derit«  of  a  mnnber  of  yoong 
men,  and  published  by  request 

Sei*mons  6, 7,  and  S  are  on  Apostblick  Preachfaig.    Delivered  Nov.  179a 

a  God's  Comnisskti  to  the  Miserable.  Preached  at  the  deshr  of  I^vi 
Ames,  \vho  attended  on  the  occamci,  aad  who  was  executed  for  burglary  Oct 
31,  177a,  aged  72. 

m  The  character  of  a  foolish  Son.  Preached  the  Lord's  Day  alter  the  exe- 
cution of  Levi  Ames* 

11.    Hoix  the  Anchor  of  the  SonL    Delivered  Nov,  13, 1791, 

19.  God's  Designs  vainly  of^posed  by  siniieilk  Delivered  at  the  quarterly 
^y  of  prayer,  Jhme  4^  1803. 
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13.  The  BlfflwrtdneM  of  thoK  who  die  in  the  Lord.    Ddivertd  April  IT, 

1768,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Author's  Mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Sdllinaii* 
who  died  March  17, 1768,  in  ChaHestoo,  (S.  C.)  aged  57. 

14.  The  Resunectkn  and  Change  of  the  viie  Body.    Delivered  Nov.  30^ 
1806. 

15.  The  Nature  and  Uaes  of  Prayer.    Defivered  April  T»  1801,  being  the 
quarteriy  day  of  prayer. 

16.  The  Go^  Ministry.    Delivered  in  Salem,  at  the  ordinatioQ  of  the 
Rev.  Ludus  BoUes,  Jan.  9, 1805. 

17.  The  Sinkbig  Soul  saved  by  Grace.  Preached  March  18, 1804. 

1&    The  Nature  and  Design  of  the  Atonement    Preached  Feb.  1»  1807. 
19.   The  Water  of  Life.    Preached  March  9, 1806. 
sa    Thelast  words  of  Christ  to  his  disciples.    Delivered  Fdx  22,  1807» 
being  the  last  sermon  which  Dr.  Stillman  preached. 


Gardner  Thurston  was  the  son  of  Edward  and 
Elizabeth  Thurston,  and  was  bom  in  Newport^  Rhode- 
Island,  Nov,  14,  1721.  When  he  was  but  a  small  lad, 
some  of  his  relatives  in  the  country  obtained  him  to  tar- 
ry  with  them  for  a  season,  where  the  aged  and  religious 
were  highly  pleased  to  learn,  that  their  little  visitant  had 
such  a  taste  for  devotion,  that  he  was  known  to  exhort 
his  young  assodates  to  remember  their  Creator,  and  im- 
plore his  aid  whenever  they  formed  any  plan  for  enjoy- 
ment, and  wished  to  be  successful.  To  press  his  exhor- 
tation powerfully  upon  their  hearts,  and  satisfy  his  own 
conscience,  he  was  seen  in  their  little  circles  praying  to 
God.  The  pious  kept  these  things  in  their  minds,  be- 
lieving it  highly  probable,  that  Infinite  Wisdom  had  de- 
signed him  to  be  an  instrument  of  great  good  among 
mankind. 

After  he  returned  to  Newport,  and  had  been  some 
time  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitman,  and 
his  colleague.  Rev.  Nicholas  Eyers,  he  wrote  them  the 
following  letter : 

**  Dearly  beloved  fathers  in  Christy 

**  Through  the  wonderful  mercy  of  God,  I  am  brought  to  see  myself  in  a  lost 
condition,  and  his  word  and  my  conscience  testify,  that  in  such  a  state  of  na- 
ture, I  am  a  child  of  wrath. 

**  Sirs,  I  consider  that  the  gospel  requires  a  postttve  change  in  aU  who  will 
be  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of  God ;  and  that  this  change  is  new  forming 
the  heart,  and  subjecting  the  whole  man  to  the  service  of  Christ;  that  he  may 
be  translated  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear 
8mi.  Knowing  my  own  weakness  and  inability  to  deliver  myself,  I  find  that  I 
cannot  do  any  thing  pleasing  to  God  of  myself ;  I  cannot  come  to  that  true  and 
saving  faith  m  Jesus  Christ,  with  which  remission  of  sins  is  connected ;  neither 
ran  I  make  satisfaction  for  the  least  of  my  tranqgressians ;  therefore,  O  Sirs,  I 
dcbire  to  depend  wholly  and  alone  ufxn  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ, 
far  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemptiony"*  &c^ 
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Soon  after  he  wrote  to  these  ministers,  who  were  over 
him  in  the  Lord,  he  obtained  peace  in  believing,  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  but  did  not  make  a  publick  prpfes^ 
sion  of  his  faith  in  God,  till  April  4,  1741.  When  this 
day  came,  his  mind  was  covered  with  darkness,  and  filled 
with  distressing  fears,  that  he  rested  short  of  the  Rock 
of  Ages  as  the  foundation  of  his  hope }  and  that  he 
should  inevitably  be  a  hypocrite  if  he  joined  the  church. 
In  this  trying  period  of  his  life,  he  endeavoured  to  make 
God  his  refuge,  and  prayed  for  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance, that  he  might  be  led  understandingly  to  know  and 
to  do  his  will.  The  time  arrived  in  which  he  was  to  be 
,  examined  as  a  candidate  for  baptism.  But  his  fears  con* 
cerning  himself  still  continued,  and  multiplied  to  such  an 
host  against  him,  that  when  he  came  to  the  meeting* 
house  door,  he  dared  not  enter,  but  turned  and  walked 
into  a  small  burying-ground,  and  sat  down  upon  a  rock. 
The  place,  by  the  kind  hand  of  God  upon  him,  was 
made  like  the  resting-place  which  Jacob  found,  as  he 
journeyed  from  Beersheba  to  Padanaram.  About  sixty 
years  afterward,  walking  in  the  same  burying-ground, 
Mr.  Thurston  stopped,  and  putting  his  staff  upon  the  rock, 
said,  **  There  I  sat  down,  overwhelmed  with^  distress, 
while  the  church  were  waiting  for  me  to  come  in,  to 
give  them  an  account  of  the  dealings  of  God  with  my 
soul.  Soon  after  I  sat  down,  I  was  enabled,  through 
rich  graced  to  give  up  myself,  and  all  I  had,  into  the 
hands  of  my  blessed  Jesus,  who  immediately  dispelled 
the  darkness  which  covered  me,  removed  my  distress, 
filled  me  with  peace  and  consolation,  and  gave  me 
strength  to  declare  what  he  had  done  for  my  soul/' 

He  was  received  by  the  church,  and  baptized  by  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Eyers,  and  enjoyed  great  peace 
of  mind,  and  establishment  in  the  doctrine  of  Christy 

He  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  church  as  a  pious  and 
promising  youth,  and  took  an  active  part  in  their  con- 
ference meetings,  till  God  was  pleased  to  call  him  to  de- 
clare more  publickly  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation. 

The  church  were  so  well  satisfied  with  his  account  of 

.  the  operations  of  the  divine  Spirit  upon  his  mind,  and  his 

leading  views  of  the  great  truths  of  the  Christian  system, 

that  after  hearing  him  a  number  of  times,  they  gave  him 
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.  approbation  to  preach  in  1748,  and  requested  him  to  be 
an  assistaat  to  their  pastor.  Rev.  Nicholas  Eyers. 
.  He  from  this  time  preached  generally  once  on  th^ 
Lord's-day  and  one  lecture  every  week.  His  desire  for 
information,  especially  in  divinity,  was  great,  which  he 
had  an  opportunity  to  gratify  above  many;  for  Mr. 
Eyers,  with  whom  he  was  most  intimately  connected, 
was  a  man  of  talents  and  learning. 

Mr.  Eyers  died  suddenly,  February  15,  1759,  having 
preached  part  of  the  Lord's  day  before ;  and  Mr.  Thurs- 
ton was,  by  the  church,  invited  to  succeed  him,  and  was 
accordingly  ordained  to  the  pastoral  office  on  the  29th 
.  of  April  following. 

As  he  was  born  and  educated  with  the  people  whom 
he  had  now  engaged  to  serve,  he  was  not  ignorant  of 
their  expectations  nrom  him  as  their  pastor.  He  there- 
fore determined  to  give  himself  wholly  to  the  alUimpor- 
tant  work  of  preaching  the  glcMious  gospel  of  Christ, 
and  to  finish  his  course  with  joy.  Consequently  he  left 
his  former  business,  which  was  lucrative,  closed  his  ac- 
counts, and  entered  into  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  with 
all  his  heart ;  pleading  the  sweet  promise  which  flowed 
frcmi  the  Saviour's  lips ;  ^^  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  to  the  end  of  the  world.'* 

Mr.  Thurston  was  endowed  with  an  excellent  disposi- 
tion, and  possessed  a  good  natural  constitution,  with  a 
quick  and  brilliant  imagination.  He  was  mild,  studious, 
and  amiaUe  in  his  family ;  lively  and  engaging  in  the 
.society  of  his  friends ;  tender,  solemn^  and  devotional  a- 
snong  the  sons  and  daughters  of  affliction ;  easy  and  graces 
ixi\  in  all  his  puUick  movements  ;  his  voice  was  strong 
and  melodious,  and  his  heart  all  alive  in  the  great  and 
arduous  work  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation. 

He  generally  wrote  the  heads  of  his  sermons,  the  quo- 
tations from  Scripture,  and  some  of  the  most  interesting 
Ideas  which  he  thought  necessary  for  the  clear  illustra- 
tion of  his  subject.  These  he  commonly  committed  to 
memory,  and  but  seldom  had  his  notes  before  him  in 
publick. 

Mr.  Thurston  being  possessed  of  pleasing  pulpit  tal- 
ents, and  giving  himself  wholly  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, his  hearers  became  so  numerous  that  his  meeting- 
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Jiouse  was  enlarged  twice,  till  it  was  75  by  50  feet»  and  . 
was  well  filled  as  long  as  he  was  al>le  to  preach.  He  vras 
favoured  with  repeated  revivals  of  religion  among  his 
people.  Though  these  revivals  were  small  in  comparisdn 
with  what  many  experience  in  the  present  day,  yet  his 
success  was  not  measured  by  the  duration  of  his  minis* 
try ;  for  many  who  joined  the  church  a  number  of  years 
after  he  was  dead,  dated  their  awakenings,  and  some  the 
beginning  of  their  hope  in  the  Saviour's  merits,  under 
his  preaching.  A  number  of  ministers  own  him  as  aa 
instrument  in  the  Lord's  hands  of  their  awakening, 
comfort,  and  establishment  in  the  faith  of  God^s  elect. 

Mr.  Thurston  was  well  acquainted  with  afflictions  and . 
bereavements  ;  for  he  lived  to  see  all  his  near  relations 
buried,  except  one  daughter  ;  and  having  passed  through 
many  temptations  as  a  Christian  and  minister,  he  was 
well  qualified  for  both  sympathy  and  advice. 

In  1792,  he  wrote  as  follows  : 

"  /iTevfiorf,  (R.  LJ  34/^  March,  179% 
"  Dear  Madam^ 

**  I  have  heard  that  jou  have  not  enjoyed  so  waoA  health  of  Ute  at  usual, 
sn  account  of  the  kw  gf  ooe  cf  your  eyes;  lM)dUi£  you'dealro  me  to  wri^  you 
on  this  subject 

**The  loKsof  the  sight  of  one  eye  Is  yerv  great,  and  it  is  a  nefcf  you  have 
one  left  These  bodily  eves  must  soon  &il,  be  closed*  and  ^t  be  in  the  land  c& 
darkness,  where  we  shall  not  need  thesa.  But,  dear  madain,  tliere  is  another 
eye  which  the  Lord  can  give  to  all  who  love  hun  supi'eniely ;  which  is  vasUv 
inrefexable  to  us,  even  in  this  world ;  I  mean  the  eye  of  faith.  By  this  Abra- 
nam  saw  Christ's  day  and  was  g^ad ;  by  this  Job  saw  liis  Redeemer,  and  Mo- 
ses saw  him  who  was  invisible.  By  this,  we  now  behold  ^e  oooe  sufiering, 
bleeding  Lamb  of  God,  who  died  for  oar  sins,  and  rose  agAin  for  our  justificu- 
tiou ;  yes,  by  this  eye  wc  can  look  within  Uie  vail,  and  see  Christ  seated  on  the 
right  hand  of  God,  and  ever  living  to  make  Intercession  for  all  who  come  luito 
God  by  lunu  By  this  eye,  we  can  look  through  the  i^early  gates  of  the  New- 
Jerusalem,  and  view  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  jouied  with  thebkjssed 


now  readv  to  cry, 

^  ..^  „     ^.^... .         „  .„  ^, .  .^  .w  v^  V  /ery  one  who  comes 

unto  mm  and  asks  for  it  Yes,  dear  friend,  I  have  somethhig  more  to  say ; 
that  we  shall  sbe  the  deai*  Loixl  with  these  bodily  eyes,  though  useless  in  the 
grave.  He  will  change  these  vile  bodies,  with  all  tlieir  members,  and  fasliion 
them  like  his  own  glorious  body.  Then  hope  wSl  cease  hi  fruitktn,  and  faith  in 
visioA.  Then  those  eyes  which  have  been  so  long  closed  and  useless,  shall  be 
opened  again,  and  made  useful.  With  mine  eyes  sliall  I  behold  liim,  and  not 
another  for  me.  Then  shall  we  see  the  Saviour,  and  converse^with  him,  ns  one 
friend  convcrseth  witli  another.  We  shall  see  him,  and  he  entirely  conformed 
to  his  image,  and  be  ever  with  thcT  LoixL  Think,  dear  fiiend,  whtt  a  glorious 
sight  this  will  be,  which  can  never  wax  old  or  dim.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
New-Jerusalem  shaR  no  more  say  tiiey  are  sick,  lliere  will  be  no  more  pain ; 
sorrow  and  sighing  shall  entirely  flee  away.  ' 

•*  The  dear  Lord  grant  you,  and  every  branch  of  your  fiim3y,  this  pcnSoiL 

^'ImnaiiiyvarsDioerBfrkpd,        GARiiNW  XHUftiTQN." 
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To  a  young  Minister  under  some  trials. 

••  1  rejo'ice  in  the  grace  of  God  bestowed  on  you,  and  the  success  grantedywr, 
t  pfay  God  to  pxe  fou  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent,  and  the  hHrmlesboess  oc  the 
dove.  A  goal  cause,  a  good  conscience,  a  steady  and  unifbrni  conduct,  will  put 
to  dlence  the  ignorance  of  fooOsh  men.  I  cannot  give  you  better  advice  than 
Paul  nive  Co  Timothjr.  Read  agaitk  and  again  his  sccood  epistle^  second  chap* 
ter.  1  sympathize  with  you  in  your  tiials ;  but  be  assured  v^od  will  be  with  you 
m  SIX  and  in  se\'en  troubles.  I  know  that  your  mind  must  be  diflerently  exer^ 
eised ;  and  Satan  will  not  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  take  ever^r  advantage  Ui 
burt  your  usd&ilness ;  and  there  are  some  who  will  unite  witli  liim,  and  watch 
for  your  halting. 

"  I  believe  that  Ged,  wiio  walks  intheHiidstaf  the  sevemgokien  candlesricki^ 
will  support  and  defend  you.  Be  upon  your  guard  to  cut  onoccasion  from  those 
who  seek  occadon,  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  you.  Endeavour  always  to  ex- 
hibtt  a  gospel  temper.  If  they  curse,  do  yon  bless ;  fiir  the  servant  ci  the  Lord- 
must  not  strive,  but  in  meekness  instruct  those  who  oppose  themselves.  You 
must  not  think  your  afBictions  strange ;  they  are  what  your  Master  and  manf 
.  d  his  tervants  met  with  before.  You  are  cnly  fillii»;  up  your  measure  of  that 
which  wag  behind  cf  the  affiiction  of  Christ  in  your  nesn,  for  the  body's  sake^^ 
which  IS  the  church.  O  blessed  privilege,  to  partake  with  Christ  in  his  afflic- 
taons !  Be  not  discouxaged,  for  die  power  of  the  enemy  is  limiced  like  the  great 
de^;  hitherto  it  may  come,  and  no  further.  For  the  wrath  of  man  sliall 
praise  him,  and  the  remainder  shall  he  restrain. 

**  Concenung  pdeimck  performances,  I  will  just  observe,  that  I  have  fior* 
merly  read  many,  and  after  all,  I  find  the  Bible  tu  be  the  best  bode  to  discover 
what  truUi  is,  and  to  establish  us  in  the  truth.  In  this  book  we  find  a  glorious 
display  of  God's  justice  in  the  righteous  condemnadon  of  the  wicked ;  and 
a  g^ioiis  cQsplay  of  divine  ^ce  m  the  salvation  of  lus  ^people.  Even  from  the. 
Ibundadon  to  the  top-stone«  it  is  all  grace,  grace,  free  grace." 

In  1784,  a  little  after  the  death  of  lus  wife,  he  thu9 
addressed  one  of  his  correspondents : 

**  I  embrace  the  present  opportunity  to  inform  you,  that  I  enjoy  a  better  state 
of  liealtli,  than  I  luve  for  some  years  past.  I  have  abundant  reason  to  blc^ 
God,  who  has  been  the  guide  of  my  youUi,  and  tlirough  life ;  for  that  support 
affi>rded  me  in  the  late  trying  dispensation  which  I  have  passed  through,  hhs 
has,  u^eed,  been  a  present  help  in  time  of  trouble.  How  unsuitable  would 
it  be  for  us,  to  liavc  all  our  evils  and  trv  Ing  changes  in  view  at  once  ?  Therefoixj 
let  us  admii^  the  words  cf  Jesus,  Sufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

*'  O,  may  I  ever  lean  on  mv  helper,  God.  I  am  indeed  passing  through  the 
furnace  of  afliicdon,  and  drinking  the  bitter  cup  of  the  same;  but  it  is  the  cup 
which  my  heavenly  Father  ^ves  me,  and  it  is  mixed  with  mercy.  It  is  au 
right ;  for  I  am  sure  that  Infimte  Goodness  orders  all  thingii  for  the  best  for  thent 
wno  love  him.  O  why  should  such  an  unprofitable  servant  as  I  am  be  spared  f 
What  ai^  the  designs  of  Provklence  f  Surely  the  Loi*d  has  something  tuither 
for  me  to  do  in  his  house,  else  I  should  have  been  cut  down.  I  am  fii*m  in  the 
opinion,  that  God  will  not  take  away  his  ministers  befoi*e  their  work  is  dene,  tf 
Uiere  be  one  more  »nner  to  be  converted  by  their  ministry,  one  more  saint  to  be 
comforted,  they  will  be  continued.  1  hofse  I  shall  be  wilhng  to  wait  all  tne  days 
of  my  aptxiinted  time,  till  my  change  come ;  then  thrqugh  rich  grace,  be  like 
A* shock  of  com  fiilly  ripe  coining  in,  in  its  season.  And  Why  should  a  miruster 
or  a  Christian  wish  to  stay  cue  moment  longer  out  cf  heaven  than  lie  can  be 
useful  ?•• 

Mr.  Thurston  was  not  able  to  preach  for  about  three 
years  before  his  death ;  yet  he  was  able  to  attend  meet* 
ing  for  the  most  part  of  that  time,  and  to  visit  his  flock, 
and  to  qpeak  comfortably  unio  God^»  people.    He  ap* 


Bi^aphy  of  Gardner  Tbmston.  387 

geared  to  be  all  the  time  on  the  wing  for  heaven  ;  in  fine, 
we  can  say  with  propriety,  that  bis  conversation  was  in 
heaven^  A  number  of  ministers  and  Christian  friends 
visited  him,  in  the  course  of  about  eighteen  months  be- 
fore his  death,  and  it  was  their  unitorm  opinion,  that 
they  never  saw  any  one  so  unconditionally  given  up  to 
K  ve  on  the  promises  of  God,  as  he  was  ;  and  who  would 
talk  so  familiarly  and  constantly  about  death — ^being  with 
Jesus— -knowing  the  saints  in  heaven-— and  the  unuttera- 
ble felicity  which  would  overwhelm  the  whole  ransomed 
£iimily  of  God,  in  the  resurrection  morning. 

Mr.  Thurston  was  remarkably  fond  of  meditating  and 
conversing  upon  the  triumphs  of  the  Christian  over  death 
and  the  grave ;  and  the  perfection  of  our  nature,  and  the 
extensiveness  of  our  knowledge,  when  we  come  to 
dwell  with  Christ  in  heaven.  "  O,**  said  he,  *•  when  I 
come  into  the  glorious  presence  of  my  Lord,  I  shall  see 
and  know  those  servants  and  children  of  my  heavenly 
Father,  with  whom  I  took  sweet  counsel  while  on  earth, 
Tes,  I  shall  know  them  as  quick  and  with  as  much  cer- 
tainty as  Peter  knew  Moses  and  £lias,  when  they  descend- 
ed from  heaven  to  mount  Tabor  to  converse  with  Christ. 
I  am  not  afraid  to  die ;  for  my  Lord  Jesus  is  with  me, 
and  I  shall  fear  no  evil.  I  know  whom  I  have  believ- 
ed, and  am  sure  that  he  will  keep  that,  which  I  have  com- 
mitted unto  him.  What  is  that  ?  It  is  my  all,  for  I  have 
been  enabled  to  give  myself  into  his  hands  ;  therefore  I 
am  not  troubled  about  his  property,  for  he  knows  how 
to  keep  it.'* 

One  morning,  just  after  he  had  recovered  from  a  £iint« 
ing  fit,  he  said  to  a  friend,  with  a  smile  upon  his  counte- 
nance, '^  I  did  not  think  of  seeing  your  face  again  in  the 
flesh,  one  hour  past ;  for  I  expected  to  have  been  with 
Jesus  in  heaven  before  this  moment.  Yet  I  do  not  wish 
you  to  think,  that  my  Lord  will  tarry  too  long.  Hb 
understanding  is  infinite  :  he  is  unchangeable.  I  have 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  have  seen  the  salvation  of  the 
Lord.  1  long  to  see  my  Saviour  in  glory.  He  will  come 
quickly.  For  me  to  die  is  gain.  The  death  of  the  right- 
eous is  called  only  a  sleep.  Them  who  sleep  in  Jesus  wil) 
God  bring  with  him ;  ancT  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise 
trst.    We  shall  then  b^  like  him,  for  we  ^all  see  him  at 
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he  is.  He  will  change  our  vile  bodies,  and  make  them 
like  unto  his  most  glorious  body,  llien  shall  I  be  satis- 
fied,'* &c. 

A  little  after  this,  he  was  more  unwell,  and  his  speech 
failed  him  so  much,  that  he  was  never  afterwards  able  to 
speak  intelligibly*  But  a  serene  and  smiling  countenance 
and  expressive  gestures,  showed  that  he  retauned  his  rea- 
son, and  that  he  was  calm  and  joyful  in  the  approach  of 
death ;  and  after  remaining  in  this  situation  a  few  days, 
he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  on  the  2Sd  of  May,  1802,  in  the 
eighty- first  year  of  bis  age.  A  suitable  discourse  was 
delivered  at  his  interment  by  Mn  Gano,  of  Providence. 

Ihese  sketches  have  been  extracted  Arom  a  Memoir 
written  by  Mr.  Joshua  Bradley,  who  succeeded  this  ven* 
erable  father  in  the  pastoral  office. 


Jeremiah  Walkeil  was  born  in  Bute  county,  North- 
CaroKna,  about  the  year  1 747.  He  possessed  rare  and 
singular  talents.  When  but  a  small  boy,  although  de* 
scended  from  rather  obscure  parentage,  and  having  very 
little  education,  he  was  remarkably  fond  of  reading  and 
improving  his  mind.  He  was  also  noticed  as  a  boy  oi 
very  moral  and  virtuous  habits.  When  quite  young  he 
embraced  vital  religion,  and  being  baptized,  soon  began  to 
preach.  The  few  Baptist  preachers  that  were  then  in  the 
ministry  were  very  illiterate.  Mr.  Walker  of  course  had 
very  little  opportunity  of  improving  his  small  stock  of 
literature,  from  their  conversation  ;  but  the  invincible  en- 
ergies of  his  genius  towered  above  every  obstruction.  Hu 
quickly  shone  forth  with  so  much  splendour  as  to  make 
ii  questionable,  whether  the  obscurity  c^  his  education, 
as  well  as  the  unl^arnedness  of  his  society,  did  not,  by 
leaving  his  mind  unshackled  from  scholastick  dogmas 
and  froxn  critical  strictures,  rather  advance  than  impede 
his  fcva  greatness.  After  preaching  in  his  native  neigh- 
boi.rhood,  and  in  Pittsylvania  county,  Virginia,  for  sooM 
few  yearo,  he  was  induced  by  the  new  church  called  Not- 
toway, formed  in  Amelia  county,  Virginia,  (now  Notto- 
way) to  mo^'e  down  and  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  them. 
This  took  place,  amio  1 769.    Here  he  became  very  am* 
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tpkttous,  and  disseminated  his  evangelical  princi|rles  far 
aiid  near.  He  was  almost  incessantly  employed  in  preach* 
ing  the  gospel.  In  a  few  years,  aided  by  others,  particu* 
larly  certain  young  preachers  of  his  own  raising,  he 
planted  between  twenty  and  thirty  churches  south  of 
James-riven  In  these  were  also  a  considerable  number 
of  gifted  characters,  who  afterwards  became  distinguished 
preachers.  All  of  whom  were  either  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  through  his  ministry,  or  were 
nurtured  under  his  fostering  hand,  after  they  were 
brought.  All  who  knew  him  about  this  time,  coincide 
in  ascribing  to  him  every  thing  that  is  desirable  in  a  min* 
ister  of  the  gospel.  In  talents,  as  a  preacher,  he  was 
equalled  by  few  of  any  denomination.  His  voice  was 
melodious,  his  looks  were  affectionate,  his  manner  was 
impressive  and  winning,  his  reasoning  was  clear  and  con* 
elusive,  his  figures  were  elegant,  well  chosen,  and  strictly 
applicable  ;  all  of  which  advantages  were  heightened  by 
the  most  unafiected  simplicity.  In  private  conversation, 
he  was  uncommonly  entertaining  and  instructing  to  all, 
but  especially  to  young  preachers.  Af&ble  with  all  sorts 
of  people,  he  was  beloved  and  admired  as  far  as  he  was 
known.  Besides  this,  he  was  considered  by  all  his  ac* 
quaintances  exemplarily  pious,  and,  no  doubt,  was  so  at 
that  time«  No  spot  nor  wrinkle  was  found  in  his  char- 
acter. 

So  distinguished  a  man  among  the  despised  Baptists, 
could  not  long  escape  the  notice  of  their  opponents. 
When  persecution  began  to  arise,  the  enemies  of  the 
cross  soon  cast  their  eyes  on  Jeremiah  Walker.  Him 
they  viewed  as  the  champion.  '*  If  we  can  but  silence 
hkn,''  said  they,  "  the  whole  host  beside  will  hide  them- 
selves in  dens  and  caverns."  Accordingly  he  was  arrest- 
ed in  Chesterfield  county,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  a 
magistrate,  and,  after  examination,  was  committed  to  jail. 
His  patience,  humility,  and  uniform  prudence  and  piety, 
while  in  prison,  acquired  for  him  the  esteem  of  all,  whose 
prejudices  would  allow  them  to  think  favourably  of  a 
Baptist.  He  kept  a  journal  or  diary,  when  confined,  in 
which  are  some  of  the  most  pious  and  sensible  reflections. 

When  Mr.  Walker  came  out  of  Jail,  he  stood,  if  possi- 
ble, in   higher  estimation  than   fie  had  done   before. 
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Wherever  he  went  to  preachy  he  was  attended  by  a  large 
concourse  ;  and  from  his  preaching  the  most  beneficial 
consequences  were  constantly  produced* 

Here,  alas !  we  could  willingly  drop  the  pencil,  and 
leave  the  picture  with  these  bright  colourings ;  but  our 
wishes  cannot  be  indulged ;  candour  compels  us  to  forego 
the  desire.  Like  the  inspired  historians,  we  must  not 
only  exhibit  the  goodness  and  greatness  of  God's  people, 
but  their  foibles  and  their  follies  too.  They  told  of  Dsb- 
vid's  rise ;  they  told  of  his  downfall  likewise.  No  mas> 
im  is  more  surely  established  by  experience  and  observa^ 
tion,  than  this — High  delights  are  fraught  with  great 
dangers.  God  hath  set  adversity  over  against  prosperity. 
And  whenever  a  man  in  any  charactw  arises  to  distin- 
guished  eminence,  he  may  look  for  some  downfall,  unless 
he  watch  his  steps  with  a  commensurate  vigilance. 

Mr.  Walker  had  arrived  to  a  degree  of  distinction  far 
above  his  associates.  In  whatever  direction  he  might 
travel,  he  was  hailed  by  many  as  a  father  in  the  gospeL 
Caressed  by  his  friends ;  admired  by  all,  even  by  his 
enemies ;  in^ted  to  the  society  of  the  great }  very  inEu* 
ential,  and  indeed  all-powerful  in  Associations  and  other 
places  among  the  Baptists ;  still  young  and  inexperien- 
ced ;  it  will  not  a[^ar  strange  to  an  experienced  mind, 
that  this  man,  thus  standing  on  a  pinnacle,  should  tilt 
oven 

**Oh,  popiilar  applause,  what  heart  of  man 

Is  prouf  against  thy  sweet  seducing  charms! 

The  wisest  and  the  best  feel  argent  need  « 

Of  all  their  caution,  in  thy  gentlest  gales. 

But,  sweird  into  a  gust,  wito  then,  alas! 

Wi^  all  his  canvass  set,  and,  inexpert. 

And  therelbre  heedless,  can  withstand  thy  pow'r  V* 

In  every  good  there  will  be  some  evil.  The  plain,  fa- 
miliar, affectionate  manners  of  the  Baptists  in  those  days, 
under  suitable  restrictions,  were  surely  favourable  to  vi- 
tal piety.  This  habit,  however,  among  the  unsuspicious 
and  incautious,  exposed  them  to  snares,  into  which  too 
many  fall.  It  would  have  been  happy  for  Mr.  Walker, 
if  he  had  observed  somewhat  more  or  etiquette,  especial- 
ly among  females.  Their  fondness  for  his  company,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  religious  affection,  was  often  nothing 
more  than  carnal  love  in  disguise.  He  was  ultimately 
entrapped.    In  the  yeisur  1774,  he  attempted  a  criminal 
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intrigue  with  a  young  woman,  for  which  he  was  exclu- 
ded ;  but  soon  again  restored,  on  account  of  his  appar- 
ently deep  contrition.  His  deportment  after  this  was  so 
correct  for  some  years,  that  he  had  almost  regained  hi» 
former  standing.  But,  lamentable  to  relate,  about  the: 
year  1784  or  1785,  he  felt  into  a  similar  transgression,  in 
which  things  were  carried  much  farther  than  the  first.  He 
was  immediately  excluded  from  fellowship.  He  sunk 
down  into  the  utmost  contempt.  His  name  sounded  with 
infamy  far  and  near.  The  friends  of  religion  were  abash- 
ed beyond  expression ;  while  their  enemiea  triumphed,  as 
if  the  Baptists  had  sunk  never  to  rise  again.  In  no  great 
while  after  this  wretched  event,  he  moved  to  Georgia  \ 
from  whence,  in  the  year  1788,  he  visited  Virginia  j  pro- 
fessed to  be  again  restored  to  divine  favour,  and  petition- 
ed the  church  from  which  he  had  been  excluded,  to  re- 
instate him  into  membership.  After  some  impediments 
were  removed,  he  was  received  as  a  member,  and  also 
permitted  to  resume  his  ministry. 

The  sequel  of  his  life  is  almost  a  continual  struggle 
against  the  prejudices  of  both  church  and  world.  The. 
sword  never  departed  from  bis  house.  After  his  restoration, 
his  morals  were  correct ;  for  in  truth,  except  the  above 
sin,  no  other  seems  to  have  been  oipable  of  producing  a 
momentary  temptation  to  his  mind. 

He  became  an  Arminiaa  after  his  downfall,  and  there- 
by excited  among  the  Georgia  Baptists  no  small  degree 
ef  contention.  Rnally,  however,  they  split.  Mr.  Walker, 
with  a  small  party,  formed  a  distinct  society,  called  Gen- 
eral Baptists. 

In  1791,  he  travelled  into  Virginia,  and  attended  the 
Association,  holden  by  the  Middle  District,  at  Cedar 
Creek,  in  Lunenburg  cgunty.  From  thence  he  went  to 
the  General  Committee,*  in  Goochland ;  and  then  went 
through  various  parts  of  the  State,  leaving  his  pamphlets 
and  his  verbal  arguments  in  favour  of  Arminianism, 
whithersoever  he  went.  In  this  journey  of  Mr.  Walker, 
those  who  associated  with  him,  found  him  still  the  same 
pleasant,  sensible,  instructing,  genteel  character,  that  be 
had  formerly  been. 

^  ^)ee  aa  AccoQnt  of  that  Geaeral  Committee,  in  Virginia. 
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Alas,  alas !  that  so  splendid  a  garment  should  be  so 
spotted ! 

In  his  last  illness,  he  endured,  with  remarkable  forti- 
tude and  Christian  resignation,  the  most  excruciating  and 
acute  sufferings.  He  died  September  20th^  179*2.  Rev. 
Abraham  Marshall  preached  his  funeral  sermon  from 
Zechariah,  1 1  th  chap,  and  2d  verse.  "  Howly^r-free  ;  for 
the  cedar  is  fallen.^* 

Mr.  Walker  married  Miss  Jane  Graves,  in  North-Caro- 
Kna,  when  very  young.  They  lived  together  in  great 
harmony  for  many  years.  After  he  went  to  Georgia, 
she  died,  and  he  married  a  widow  lady,  with  whom  he 
lived  also  in  the  strictest  harmony ;  for,  his  slips  not- 
withstanding, he  was  exceedingly  affectionate  and  kind 
in  his  family. 

Mr.  Walker  had  a  principal  hand  in  drafting  for  the 
Baptists  their  petitions  and  remonstrances  to  the  Virgin- 
ia Assembly ;  he  also  took  an  active  and  successful  part 
in  supporting  them  in  the  House,  where  he  gained  the 
applause  of  the  candid  members,  as  a  man  of  sense  and 
address. 

He  published  a  number  of  pamphlets,  mostly  on  con* 
troversial  subjects ;  the  most  distinguished  of  which  was 
the  one  entitled,  **  The  fourfold  foundation  of  Calvinism^ 
examined  and  shaken," 

Semple. 


Saunders  Walker  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
most  useful  ministers  in  the.  upper  regions  of  Georgia. 
He  w;as  bom  March  17,  1740,  in  Prince  William  county, 
Virginb,  and  was  a  brother  of  Jeremiah  Walker,  whose 
history  has  just  been  related  ;  and  although  his  abilities 
wei'e  not  equal  to  his  brother's,  yet  he,  different  from 
him,  maintained  through  life  a  character  fair  and  unitn- 
peachable.  He  was  a  singular  instance  of  the  transform- 
ing influence  of  the  grace  of  God.  Before  his  conver- 
sion,  he  was  of  a  turoulent,  unmanageable  temper,  and 
much  addicted  to  the  vices  naturally  attendant  on  such 
a  disposition.  But  the  Divine  Spirit  not  only  changed 
his  heart,  but  his  nature  too ;  so  (hat  he  was  ever  after 
dBstingutshed  for  the  meekness  and  gravity  of  his  deport- 
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ment :  the  tmek  Saunders  Walker^  was  a  prorerUal  expres- 
sion amofig  all  who  knew  him.  He  began  to  preach  in 
South-CaroHna  in  1 7679  in  the  27th  year  of  his  age,  and 
for  thirty-eight  years  continued  a  faithful  and  successful 
minister  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  About  four  years  after 
he  began  his  ministerial  course,  he  moved  to  Bute  county, 
North*Carolina,  to  a  place  notorious  for  wickedness  and 
ignorance  of  religion.  But  it  pleased  his  Master  to  be 
with  him  here,  and  in  a  short  time  a  considerable  church 
arose  under  his  ministry.  In  1782,  he  removed  to  Geor* 
gia,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Here  he 
became  a  companion  in  gospel  labours  with  Daniel  Mar- 
shall^  and  they  were  for  a^  time  the  only  ordained  min» 
isters  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State.  The  country  was 
now  new  and  in  an  uncultivated  state,  both  in  a  natural 
and  a  religious  point  of  view.  At  this  time  also  disputes 
ran  high  between  Whigs  and  Tories,  from  which  many 
evils  resulted.  Mr.  Walker  not  only  became  the  laborious 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  but  the  successful  mediator  be^^ 
tween  contending  parties,  was  the  means  of  preventing 
many  evils  amongst  them,  and  of  procuring  much  good 
for  those  who  were  in  trouble  and  want. 

After  spending  a  life  of  distinguished  usefulness,  he 
finished  his  course  with  joy ^  in  1 805>  in  the  65th  year  of 
his  age. 

[This  accaant  of  Mr.  Walker  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Jesse  Mercer,  of  Georj^a.] 


John  Waller,  born  Dec.  2Sd,  1741»  in  Spottsylvania^ 
eounty,  was  a  descendant  of  the  honourable  Wallers  in 
England.  At  a  very  early  period,  he  manifested  a  great 
talent  for  satyrical  wit.  This  determined  his  uncle,  who 
Jiad  the  direction  of  his  education,  to  bring  him  up  for 
the  law.  He  was  put  to  a  grammar^^school,  and  made 
encouraging  advancement  in  the  dead  languages.  His 
uncle's  death,  and  his  father's  narrow  resources,  added 
to  his  own  unbridled  inclinations  to  vice,  prevented  him 
from  finishing  even  his  classical  education.  He  now  be- 
gan indeed  to  study,  not  the  laws  of  the  land,  but  those 
of  the  gaming-table.  Letting  himself  loose  to  every  spe^ 
Gies  of  wickedness  and  profanity^  he  quickly  acquired  i^i 

VOL.  2*  50 


8»4  Bifigrapiy  of  Join  WaJUn  • 

himself  the  io^nious  appellation  of  Swearing  Jack  Waller, 
by  which  he  was  distiDguished  from  others  of  the  same 
name.  So  far  did  he  indulge  his  mischievous  temper, 
that  he  once  had  three  warrants  served  on  him  at  the 
same  time,  on  account  of  one  uproar.  It  was  frequently 
remarked  by  the  common  people,  *^  that  there  could  be 
no  deviltry  among  the  people,  unless  Swearing  Jack  was 
at  the  head  of  it.''  He  was  sometimes  called  the  devirs 
adjutant  to  muster  his  troops.  To  these  may  be  added 
his  fury  against  the  Baptists.  He  was  one  of  the  grand 
jury  who  presented  Louis  Craig  for  preaching.  This 
happily  terminated  in  his  good.  Mr.  Craig  watched  the 
dismission  of  the  grand  jury,  and  found  means  to  secure 
their  attention,  while  he  addressed  them  in  the  following 
harangue  :  ^'  I  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury, 
for  the  honour  you  have  done  me.  VI  hile  I  was  wicked 
and  injurious,  you  took  no  notice  of  me  ^  but  since  I  have 
altered  my  course  of  life,  and  endeavoured  to  reform  my 
neighbours,  you  concern  yourselves  much  about  me*  I 
forgive  my  persecuting  enemies,  and  shall  take  joyfully 
the  sppiling  of  my  goods."  When  Mr.  Waller  heard 
him  speak  in  that  manner,  and  observed  the  meekness  of 
his  spirit,  he  was  convinced  that  Craig  was  possessed  of 
something  that  he  had  never  seen  in  the  man  before.  He 
thought  within  himself,  that  he  should  be  happy  if  he 
could  be  of  the  same  religion  with  Mr.  Craig.  From  this 
time  he  began  to  attend  their  meetings,  and  was  found  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  The  commandment  came,  and  he  died. 
He  saw  and  felt  himself  a  sinner.  He  now,  for  the  first 
time,  except  in  blaspheming,  began  to  call  upon  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  His  convictions  were  deep  and  pungent. 
He  ate  no  pleasant  bread  and  drank  no  pleasant  water, 
for  seven  or  eight  months,  during  which  time  he  was  al- 
most in  despair.  He  relates  his  exercises  in  the  following 
words ; 

^^  I  h^td  long  felt  the  greatest  abhorrence  of  myself,  and 
began  almost  to  despair  of  the  mercy  of  God.  However, 
I  determined  in  my  own  soul,  never  to  rest  from  seeking, 
until  it  pleased  God  to  show  mercy,  or  cut  me  off.  Un- 
der these  impressions  I  was,  at  a  certaip  place,  sitting  under 
preaching.  On  a  sudden,  a  man  exdaimed  that  he  had 
found  grace,  and  began  to  praise  God.    No  mortal  can 
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describe  the  horror  with  which  I  was  seized  at  that  in- 
stant. I  began  to  conclude  my  damnation  was  certain. 
Leaving  the  meeting,  I  hastened  to  a  neighbouring  wood, 
and  dropped  on  my  knees  before  God,  to  beg  for  mercy. 
In  an  instant  I  felt  my  heart  melt,  and  a  sweet  applica- 
tion  of  the  Redeemer's  love  to  my  poor  soul.  The  calm 
was  great,  but  short/' 

From  this  time  he  felt  some  increase  of  strength  ;  y^t 
at  some  times  he  felt  the  enemy  break  in  upon  him  like 
a  flood,  and  he  would  be  almost  ready  to  give  up  his  hope. 
But  the  application  of  these  words,  gave  him  great  com. 
fort :  *^  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord  ;  that 
walketh  in  darkness  and  bath  no  light ;  let  him  trust  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  his  God/'  Isaiah 
1.  10.  And  again,  *^By  this  we  know  that  we  have 
passed  from  death  unto  life, because  we  love  the  brethren/' 

By  the  time  Messrs.  Harris  and  Read  came  on  their 
second  tour  into  this  region,  Mr.  Waller  felt  sufficiently 
confident  to  become  a  candidate  for  baptism  y  and  going 
up  into  Orange  county,  was  there  baptized  by  Mr.  Read, 
some  time  in  the  year  1767.  Baptism  was  to  him,  as  it 
has  been  to  thousands,  a  sanctified  ordinance.  His  soul 
received  a  great  accession  of  strength  and  comfort. 
Christ  was  revealed  in  him.  Having  contracted  debts 
by  dissipation,  he  sold  property  to  pay  them.  He  con- 
ferred not  with  flesh  and  Mood  ;  but  began  to  preach, 
that  men  ought  every  where  to  repent.  It  was  not  long 
before  his  labours  became  effectual,  at  least,  -  one  way. 
That  arch  enemy  of  souls,  whom  he  had  served  so  h\ii\* 
fuliy  before,  now  began  to  roar  in  hideous  peals  against 
him,  and  succeeded  in  raising  up  a  powerful  opposition. 

At  length  it  was  thought  proper  to  constitute  a  church 
in  Mr.  Waller's  neighbourhood  ;  who  making  choice  of 
him  as  pastor,  he  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, June  20th,  1770.  He  now  began  to  lengthen  his 
cords.  Bending  his  course  downwards^  he  baptized 
William  Webber,  who  afterwards  became  a  distinguished 
preacher  among  the  Virginia  Baptbts,  being  the  first  he 
did  baptize.  October,  1770,  accompanied  by  J.  Burrus, 
he  travelled  down  as  far  as  Middlesex,  where  his  minis- 
try was  attended  with  great  success,  and  where  he  also 
met  with  violent  (^>po8ition.    From  this  time  a  train  of 
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prosperous  events  fdlowed  his  evangelical  exertions. 
Wherever  he  went,  he  was  attended  by  a  divine  power, 
turning  many  to  righteousness.  His  name  sounded  far- 
and  wide.  By  the  ungodly,  he  was  considered  as  a  bold 
inexorable  fanatick,  that  would  do  much  mischief  unless 
restrained.  The  Baptists  and  their  adherents  looked  ttp« 
on  him  as  set  for  the  defence  of  their  cause,  and  with 
much  confidence  rallied  round  him  as  their  leader.  His 
persecutions  and  imprisonments,  in  Caroline,  in  Middle^ 
sex,  in  Essex,  and  other  counties,  have  h^&Bi  already 
related* 

In  this  bright  and  burning  way.  Waller  continued  un» 
tU  1775  or  1776,  when  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with 
one  Williams,  a  preacher  of  some  talents,  apparent  piety^ 
and  in  Mr.  Wesley's  connexion,  conseowmdy  an  Armin* 
ian  ;  this  man,  by  his  conversation  and  books,  so  vrrought 
upon  Mr.  Waller's  mind,  as  to  bring  him  ov^  to  believe 
the  Arroinian  syatenu  Knowing  this  to  be  contrary  to 
the  opinions  of  his  brethren,  he  resolved  to  make  a  bold 
effart  to  preach  and  argue  his  principles  at  the  next  Asso* 
ciation,  and  thereby  convince  his  brethi^n ;  or,  failing  in 
this,  to  submit  to  be  cut  off  from  them.  Accordingly, 
he  took  his  text,  1  Cor.  xiiL  11.  ^Wben  I  vm  a  tkikll  I 
spake  as  a  cbild^  I  understood  as  es  ebildy  I  fbot^i  09  a  ibild  \ 
but  when  I  became  a  many  I  put  away  cbildisb  things.**  In 
his  exordium  he  stated,  that  when  young  and  inexpm* 
eaced  in  religion,  he  had  £dlen  in  vrith  the  Calvinistick 
plan  ^  but  that,  becoming  more  expert  in  doctrine,  or, 
u  the  language  of  his  text,  when  he  became  a  man,  he 
put  away  these  childbh  notions.  He  then  went  lengthily 
mto  the  argument.  For  want  of  truth,  or  for  want  of 
talents,  he  made  few  if  any  converts  to  his  opinions,  and 
of  course  had  to  confront  the  whole  host  of  preachers^ 
and  membess  now  assembledt  Mr.  Waller,  foreseeing 
his  fake^  took  the  shorter  course.  Instead  of  awaiting  a 
fisdr  trial,  he  proclaimed  himself  an  independent  Baptist 
preacher.  This  step  was  probably  resorted  to  by  Wadler, 
lyider  an  expectation  that  his  popularity  viras  so  great, 
that  he  should  be  able  to  bring  over  many  of  the  churches 
to  his  party  I.  Be  it  as  it  may,  he  immediately  commenced 
his  operations  on  an  extensive  plan.  On  his  return  from 
tht  AsaooatkMit  he  used  his  utmost  endeavour  to  form 
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a  strong  party*  He  preached  from  house  to  house ; 
spread  his  wings  over  a  large  field  of  ministerial  hboujr ; 
ordained  ky  elders  in  every  neighbourhood,  to  prevent 
inroads  i  and  also  several  helps  in  the  ministry.  He  also 
established  what  he  called  camp-meetings,  in  which  they 
continued  together  several  days,  under  certain  written 
regulations,  which  were  in  substance,  as  follow :  1st.  No 
female,  on  any  account  whatever,  shall  be  permitted  to 
appear  in  the  camp,  until  an  hour  after  sun-rise  in  the 
morning,  nor  stay  there  hter  than  an  hour  before  sun-set 
at  night,  2d.  The  persons  in  the  camp  shall  depend  for 
sustenance,  during  the  camp^meeting,  on  the  friencfly 
hospitality  of  the  neighbourhood  Sd.  Any  person  in 
camp,  waidng  at  any  period  of  the  night,  may  pray  or  sing, 
without  disturbing  the  slumbers  of  others.  The  novelty 
of  these  meetings,  excited  the  attention  of  the  people  in 
such  a  manner,  that  great  multitudes  crowded  after  him. 

By  these  means  his  party  gained  strength  daily.  Few 
men  possessed  greater  talents  for  heading  a  party  of  this 
description,  than  Mr.  Waller.  The  only  thing  in  which 
he  was  deficient,  was,  that  he  could  not  be  happy  while 
separated  from  Ids  brethren.  He  used  to  say  thsit  in  the 
midst  of  apparent  posperity  and  the  caresses  of  his  friends, 
he  still  yearned  after  the  people  of  God,  from  whom  he 
had  withdrawn.  Some  years  after  his  restoration,  he 
said  to  a  young  preacher  who  was  dissatisfied,  and  talked 
of  dissenting,  ^  If  you  could  have  a  distant  view  of  my 
sufferings  and  leanness  of  soul,  white  a  dissenter  from 
my  brethr^i,  you  would  never  again  indulge  such  a 
thought."  He  was  again  frilly  reinstated  in  connexion 
with  his  brethren,  in  1787 ;  when,  a  full  union  between 
Separates,  Regulars,  and  Independents,  was  accomplish- 
ed.* 

A  very  great  revival  commenced  under  Mn  Waller's 
ministry,  in  1787.  This  continued  for  several  years; 
and  spread  through  all  his  places  of  preaching.  In  this 
revival  he  was  greatly  engaged  ;  and  baptized  from  first 
to  last  many  hundreds,  and  his  church  in  a  short  time 
increased  to  about  1500  members.  Early  in  this  revival, 
Mr.  A.  Waller,  son  of  his  brother  Benjamin,  was  brought 

*  A  partial  restoratiGa  had  taken  pbce  wme  ^rears  bdare  tliis,  sotfiat  Mr. 
Waltej*  uqA  Ilia  pony  mat  m  Amoclntkn  with  theScpaiMe  Bapcisu. 
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in  ;  and  in  some  few  years  began  to  preach.  Mr.  WaHer 
immediately  recoenized  htm  as  his  successor,  and  decbred 
that  he  believed  his  work  in  that  part  of  the  earth  was 
finished.  Accordingly,  November  8th,  1 793,  after  taking 
the  most  affectionate  farewell  of  the  church^,  he  moved 
his  family  to  Abbeville  district,  in  the  State  of  South- 
Carolina.  This  removal  was  said  to  have  arisen,  partly 
from  economical  considerations,  and  partly  from  a  strong 
desire  on  his  own,  and  on  the  part  of  his  wife,  to  live 
near  a  beloved  daughter,  who  had  some  time  previously 
married  Rev*  Abraham  Marshall,  of  Georgia.  Perhaps 
there  might  be  other  causes.  His  labours  in  his  new  resi- 
dence were  also  blessed,  but  not  to  a  great  extent.  He 
riemained  however  faithful  in  the  cause,  until  liis  death, 
which  took  place,  July  4th,  1 802. 

His  death  was,  as  might  be  hoped  and  expected,  truly 
glorious.  His  eldest  son  describes  it  in  the  following 
words : . 

*^  His  conflict  with  death,  as  it  respected  bodily  afflic* 
tion,  was  truly  hard ;  but  his  soul  appeared  to  be  hap- 
py indeed !  Never  did  I  witness  such  resignation  and 
Christian  fortitude  before  !  He  was  reduced  to  a  perfect 
skeleton,  and,  in  several  places,  the  skin  was  rubbed  off 
his  bones.  His  pains  appeared  to  be  excruciating,  but 
no  murmur  was  heard  from  his  lips.  On  the  contrary, 
he  would  often  say,  ^*  I  have  a  good  Master,  who  docs 
not  give  me  one  stroke  too  hard,  or  one  too  many." 

^'  The  last  sermon  he  preached,  was  on  the  death  of  a 
young  man.  The  text  from  which  he  preached  was, 
Zechariah  ii.  4.  ^^  Run^  tpeak  to  thh  young  wan.*'  He 
addressed  himself  chiefly  to  youth,  in  feeble  but  anima- 
ting strains,  observing,  that  he  counted  upon  its  being 
the  last  sermon  he  should  ever  preach ;  and  fervently 
prayed,  that,  Sampson,  like,  he  might  slay  more  at  his 
death,  than  he  had  done  in  his  life.  He  continued  speak- 
/  ing,  until  his  strength  failed  him ;  an^  with  reeling 
steps  he  advanced  to  a  bed,  where  we  thought  he  would 
have  expired.  From  thence  he  was  removed  home  in  a 
carriage  for  the  last  time.  He  said,  as  to  his  soul,  he  was 
under  no  concern ;  as  he  had  given  it  to  Jesm  long  since  ; 
and  he  was  under  no  doubt  but  what  his  Master  would 
provide  a  mansion  for  it.    Just  before  has  departure,  he 
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wmmoned  all  his  fiuntly  around  him,  bbck  and  white^ 
and  told  them,  he  was  anxious  to  be  gone  and  to  be 
present  with  Christ  \  and  then  warned  them  to  walk  in 
the  fear  of  God,  cordially  shook  hands  with  aJi,  and  soon 
after,  wiih  a  pleasant  countenance,  breathed  his  last,  and 
fell  asleep  in  Jesus*  I  looked  on  the  corpse  with  these 
words  fresh  in  my  mind, 

'*  O  lovely  appearance  of  death.' 

Thus  this  great  man  of  God  conquered  the  last  enemy, 
and  ascended  to  that  rest^  thai  remaineth  for  the  people  of 
God.  He  died  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  his  age ;  hav* 
ing  been  a  minister  of  God*s  word  for  about  thirty«five 
years ;  having,  in  that  time,  lain  in  four  different  jails, 
for  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  days,  in  all, 
besides  buffetings,  stripes,  reproaches,  &c.  Nor  was  his 
labour  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  While  in  Virginia,  he  bap- 
tized more  than  two  thousand  persons ;  assisted  in  the 
ordination  of  twenty -seven  ministers;  and  helped  to 
constitute  eighteen  churches.  For  many  years,  he  had 
the  ministerial  care  of  five  churches,  to  whom  he  preach* 
ed  statedly. 

As  a  preacher,  his  talents  in  the  puljut  were  not  a- 
•bove  mediocrity;,  but  he  was  certainly  a  man  of  vttj 
strong  mind.  His  talents  for  art  and  intrigue  were 
equalled  by  few.  This  he  exercised  sometimes,  as  it 
was  thought,  beyond  the  innocence  of  the  dove.  He 
was,  perhaps,  too  emulous  to  carry  his  favourite  points, 
especially  in  Associations ;  yet  It  must  be  owned,  that 
such  influence  as  he  acquired  in  this  way,  he  always  en- 
deavoured to  turn  to  the  glory  of  God. 

He  had  married  to  Miss  £•  Curtis,  previous  to  his 
becoming  relinous.  By  her  he  had  a  member  of  chiU 
dren,  some  of  whom  the  old  man  had  the  happiness  ta 
see  profess  the  satne  faith  with  himself. 

Semple* 


William  WfiBBBR  was  born  August  15,  1747,.  of 
parents  in  the  middle  line  of  life.  His  education  was 
but  slender,  having  been  seqt  to  school  only  three  years. 
At  16  years  of  age  he  was  put  an  apprentice  to  a  house- 
joiner.    After  th^  ezpinition  of  his  apprenticeship,  he 
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eontinued  to  work  at  his  trade,  until  God  cafled  him  to 
be  a  workman  for  him.  in  October,  1769,  was  the  first 
time  he  heard  the  Baptists  preach,  when  he  was  awaken- 
ed to  know  his  danger ;  and  his  spirit  took  no  rest  from 
that  time,  until  about  six  months  after,  when  he  obtain* 
ed  a  hope  of  salvation  ;  and  was  baptited,  June  1 770, 
by  Elder  John  Waller,  then  just  ordained*  He  had,  as 
was  usual  about  that  time,  commenced  an  exhorter,  pre- 
vious to  his  bmng  baptized. 

Few  men  ia  Virginia  suffered  more  persecutions  tbas 
Mr.  Webber«  He  was  first  seized  in  Chesterfield  county, 
December  7,  1770,  and  imprisoned  in  that  county  ja^l 
until  March  7,  1771»  just  three  months.  In  August,  the 
same  year,  he  was  taken  off  the  stage,  where  he  was 
preaching,  in  Middlesex  county,  and  put  into  prison, 
where  he  was  confined  forty-five  days,  having  the  bounds 
a  part  of  the  time.  In  both  these  prisons,  he  and  his  fel- 
low-su&rers  used  to  preach  through  the  grates  regularly 
twice  a  week,  to  such  as  would  come  to  hear.  Besides 
these  imprisonments,  he  was  often  very  xoughly  treated, 
by  the  sons  of  Belial,  at  different  places  j  all  of  which  this 
man  of  God  bore  with  Christian  patience  and  meekness* 
Although  he  was  in  narrow  circumstances,  he  used  when 
youngi  to  devote  much  of  his  time  to  preaching ;  and 
being  much  respected  and  beloved,  he  was  an  instrument 
of  doing  much  good.  As  he  grew  older,  and  his  family 
larger,  he  found  it  necessary  to  limit  his  labours  chiefly 
to  his  own  and  the  adjacent  neighbourhoods.  He  was  stiU 
very  i^uccessful  in  turning  many  to  righteousness^  and  in 
confirming  the  souls  of  the  disciples.  Mr.  Webber  was 
a  man  of  talents,  though  not  in  the  pulpit ;  for  there  Jie 
was  hardly  up  to  mediocrity.  He  was  a  man  of  sound 
and  correct  judgment,  well  acqusdnted  with  mankind, 
well  versed  in  the  Scriptures,  well  instructed  in  the  ^mt^ 
ciples  of  the  gospel,  and  ingenious  in  defending  them 
agsdnst  error.  As  a  companion,  he  was  remarkably 
agreeable ;  for  he  was  pleasant  and  cheerful,  yet  without 
levity.  His  conversation  was  chiefly  upon  the  subject  of 
religion,  to  which  he  had  a  turn  for  directmg  the  atten- 
tion of  his  company,  without  permitting  it  to  be  irksome. 
In  his  church,  he  was  greatly  bdoved  by  his  members, 
and  aU  who  knew  him»    He  was  remarkably  plain^  both 
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ki  his  dr^s  and  manners.  I&  chief  excellency,  hour- 
«ver,  W3»  IB  Attaciaiions  and  pnUick  bodies.  He  vm^ 
aiadie  mofferator  of  the  General  Associatioa,  as  early  a» 
^he  year  1778 ;  and  although  there  were  mamy  .older 
miaifiters  than  himsdf,.  for  «etef al  years  after,  yet  he  sd« 
dom  attended  an  Association  or  General  GoBinuttee,  bul 
he  was  placed  in  the  chair.  His  address,  either  in  the 
chair  or  out  of  k,  wa&  far  from  benig  accomplished^  But 
still  he  was  preferred  before  meaof  far  more  refined  pow^ 
MS,  OB  account  of  his  wtu  J^  manly,  atfrctionate,  and 
itoafected  methods  It  is  likely,  that  less  affectation  was 
Mver  in  any  man  than  in  WiUiaia  Webber.  You  alwayy 
saw  him  in  his  true  colours.  About  the  year  1799,  h« 
had  a  long  and  distresMng'Sfckness^  which  had  well  nigh 
.brought  him  to  his  grave.  He  did,  however^  recover  ^ 
but  his  constitution  was  so  shaken,  that  he  Mras  never  as 
healthy  afterwards^  He  recovered  so  far  as  to  go  out 
feme  small  distance  from  home  \  but  relapsing,  he  linger* 
edfor  some  months }  and  on  the  29th  day  of  February^ 
1608,  he  yiekled  to  the  king  oi  terrcNPS,  but  who  had 
lost  Us  terror  as  to  him.    ki  his  last  illness,  he  enjoyed 

freat  religious  eonsokiion,  and  said  to  Elder  Watkins  of 
^whsitan,  a  little  ticoe  before  his  deaths  ^*  Brother  Wat* 
kins,  I  never  had'  so  glorious  a  manifestation  of  the  love 
of  God  in  aU  my  life,  as  I  hw^  had  since  my  sickness^ 
O,  the  love  of  God !''  Semple. 


Pbtbr  Wbroen  was  born  June  6tb,  1738,  and  ordain- 
ed to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  at  Warwick,  Rhodes 
Island,  May,  175Uin  the  24th  year  of  his  age. 

Wh^  he  first  began  to  preach,  he  was  too  much  of  a 
Ne««Light,  and  too  strongly  attached  to  the  doctrine  of 
udv$ti(m  by  s^imereipi  grace^  to  be  generally  received  among 
^the  old  Baptist  churches  in  Rhode-Island,  which  had  been 
formed  partly  up<m  the  Arminian  plan,  until  the  foUow- 
iag  ewnt  opened  the  door  for  him : 

A  criminal^  by  the  name  of  Carter,  was  executed  at 
,Tower»iUl,  and  the  scene  of  bis.  execution  ooUeaad  abun« 
dnnce  of  peof>U  from  aU  parts  of  the  State.  While  th^ 
crimmal  stood  under  the  gaUows^  young  Werden  felt 
iuchii  qoHcernior  his  soul^t^t  heurgied  hi*  way  through 
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the  crowd ;  and  being  assisted  by  the  skertfl^  he  gawed 
accesf;  to  him,  and  addressed  him  as  fottows :  ^  S^r^  » 
your  soul  prepared  for  that  awful  eternity^  into  whicii 
you  win  launch  in  a  few  nunntes  ?"  The  criminal  repli- 
ed,  *<  I  don't  know  that  it  b,  but  I  wish  you  would  pray 
for  me/^  In  this  prayer,  Mr.  Werden  was  so  woiider- 
fulfy  assisted  in  spreading  the  poor  man's  cause  before 
the  throne  of  God,  that  the  whole  assembly  wete  awfiiUy 
solemnized,  and  most  of  them  wet  their  cheeks  with  their 
tears.  This  opened  a  great  door  for  his  ministrationa» 
both  on  the  maine  and  on  the  island.  He  preached  at 
Warwick,  Coventry,  and  many  other  places,  with  good 
Access,  about  19  years,  and  then  moved,  in  1770»  inco 
the  town  of  Cheshire,  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachi^ 
sett<;,  where  he  Uved  and  administered  almost  QS  years* 

In  his  first  religious  exercises,  he  was  led  to'  dig  deep 
into  his  own  heart,  where  he  found  such  oppotttion  and 
rebellion,  that  when  he  obtained  pardon,  he  attributed 
it  to  sovereign  grace  alone ;  which  sentiment,  so  inter^ 
woven  in  his  soul,  he  ever  proclaimed  aloud  to  a  dying 
world.  Nothing  appeared  to  be  more  disgustful  to  his 
mind,  than  to  hear  works  and  ffrace  mixed  together,  as 
the  foundation  of  a  sinner's  hope.  To  hcdd  forth  the 
Lamb  of  God  as  a  piece  of  a  Saviour ;  or  to  consider  the 
self-exertions  of  a  natural  man,  to  be  the  way  into  Christy 
the  true  and  only  way^  were  extremely  dis[deasing  to  that 
soul  of  his,  which  delighted  so  much  in  proclaiming  eter- 
nal love,  redeeming  blood,  and  matchless  grace. 
'  Sound  judgment,  correct  principles,  humble  demeanor, 
with  solemn  sociability,  marked  all  his  publick  improve* 
ments, '  and  mingled  with  all  bis  conversation  in  smsdler 
ciniles,  or  with  individuals.  *  In  him  young  preachers 
found  a  father  and  a  friend ;  distressed  churches,  a  healer 
of  breaches ;  and  tempted  souls,  a  sympathizing  guide. 
From  his  first  settling  in  Cheshire,  untH  he  was  70  years 
didfy  he  was  a  father  to  the  Baptist  churches  in  Berkshire 
county  and  its  environs,  and  in  some  sense  an  apostle  to 
them  all. 

His  many  painful  labours  for  the  salvation  of  sinners, 
the  peace  of  the  churches,  and  the  purity  of  the  ministers, 
will  never  be  fully  appreciated,  until  the  time  when  he 
shill  stand  before  his  Judge,  smd  hear  4be  words  of  his 
nK)uth,  ^  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant ." 
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Prom  the  sternness  of  his  eyes  and  Uiish  of  h&  fiice, 
a  stranger  would  have  been  led  to  ccHidude,  that  he  was 
sovereign  and  self-willed  in  his  natural  habit  of  nund  ; 
tat  oh  acquaintance,  the  physiognomist  would  have  been 
agreeably  disappointed.  He  had  so  much  self-govern- 
ment, that  he  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  (except  when 
he  had  the  small-pox,)  he  never  found  it  hard  to  keep 
from  speaking  at  any  time,  if  his  reason  told  him  it  was 
best  to  forbear  ;  and  no  man  possessed  finer  feelings,  or 
treavtisd  the  characters  of  others  with  more  delicacy  than 
he  did.  He  had  an  exalted  idea  of  the  inalienable  rights 
<if  conscience ;  justly  appreciated  the  civil  rights  of  man, 
and  was  assiduous  to  keep  his  brethren  from  the  chains 
of  ecclesiastical  power. 

His  preaching  was  both  senttniental  and  devotional "% 
and  his  life  so  lar  corresponded  with  the  precepts  which 
hie  taught,  that  none  of  his  hearers  could  justly  reply, 
**  Physician,  heal  thyself.*' 

He  had  the  happiness  of  having  a  number  of  revivak 
in  the  town  and  congregation  where  he  resided  and 
preached,  and  a  number  *of  ministers  were  raised  up  i^ 
the  church  of  which  he  was  pastor. 

For  about  ten  years  before  his  death  his  bodily  and 
mental  powers  had  been  on  the  decline,  and  he  was  olten 
lieard  to  rejoice,  that  others  increased  though  he  decreas- 
ed ;  but  his  superannuation  was  not  so  great,  as  to'  pre- 
vent the  whole  of  his  usefulness  \  and  his  hoary  head 
was  a  crown  of  ^ory  unto  him* 

A  number  of  times  he  was  heard  to  pray  that  he  might 
not  outlive  his  usefulness,  which  was  remarkably  answer- 
ed in  his  case,  for  the  Lord's^ay  before  he  died  he  preach, 
ed  to  the  people  of  his  charge. 

The  disease  which  closed  his  mortal  life,  denied  his 
friends  the  {Measure  of  catching  the  balm  of  life  from  his 
lips,  in  his  last  moments.  He  had  finished  his  work  be- 
fore, and  nothing  remained  for  him  to  do,  but  to  die. 

Let  the  inhabitants  of  Cheshire,  (said  Mn  John  Inland, 
his  biographer,  and  who  exhibited  the  above  at  the  close 
of  the  sermon  which  he  preached  at  his  funeral)  reject 
a  moment  on  the  dealings  of  God  towards  them.  With- 
in about  three  years,  three  ministers,  belonging  to  the 
town,. have  departed  this  life.  The  pious  Mason  took 
the  lead  i  the  pleasing  Govell  followed  after  >  and  nqw 
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.(180^  the  arduous  Werden, i|ho  hasbten  in  tfaetnunis- 
.try  a  looger  cerm  chaa  any  Baptist  |Hieicfaw  left  fadttad^ 
an  If^w-Englandy  has  {finished  his  cQ&r8e»  in  tbe  80tk 
ryear  of  fais  )^  ^  ^hile  Lebnd  reia^aiiisabne,  to  raise  tiw 
jBOfHunent  over  ^eir  toaib. 


V 

John  Wiliaahh  was  bom  in  the  county  of.  Haoo¥er^ 
Virginia,  1 747.  He  waa  of  %  very  respectable  family^ 
and  received  a  toloiiaUe  education,  la  the  montii  of 
June,  I769j  wh?n  racting  as  a  sheriff  of  Lunenbui^^  iat 
w,as  awakened  to  know  and  to  feel  his  sin  and  his  daasr 
\v.  He  becaan?  a  convert,  and  shortly  after  lifted  up 
ds  voice  to  exhort  hb  fellow-men  to  fiee  from  the  wratli 
to  come.  He  was  not  baptized  until  the  firstSabbatk  in 
February,  1770.  He  continued  to  exhort,  until  ^one 
time  in  the  fbUawing  sumaGMer,  wiien  he  ventured  to 
take  a  text,  and  from  that  time  coavoenced  preacher. 
December,  1772»  he  w^  ordained  to  ^he  mimstry^  and 
(took  the  care  oi  Mehecrln  church*  His  gifts,  at  first, 
were  far  from  being  aAiApicious.  Many  pronouncedftfaat 
he  would  never  be  a  pr:eadher ;  so  deluswy  are  the  first 
leSbrts  of  the  mind.    .  . 

He  not  only  succeeded  in  becoming  la  ipreacher,  but  as 
becoming  a  £rst-rate  preacher,  at  least  in  the  eatinmdfiiE 
of  most  of  his  acquaintances. 

He  was  exceeding  food  c^  reading  wd  ;w»:iting,:  iiul 
indeed  was  generally  studious. j  by  which  means  Jbe  gnea** 
Ij  improved  his  mind* 

When  he  first  commenced  .preacher  ibe  was  Bealoua, 
active,  and  laborious  in  the  ministry*;  traveHiog  ^nd 
propagating  the  gospel  in  different  par^ts.  lie  may  niett 
b^  numbered  aiqong  the  fathers  of  Israel.  His  talent, 
howeyer^  was  not  employed  so  much  io  breaking  doma 
the  bars  ofprejii^dice  in  new  and  unenlightened  places,  as 
in  directing  and  regulating  young  converts  when  gatihr 
ered  by  others.  Pleasing,  affable,  and  refined  in  his  man- 
ners, his  hand  was  employed  to  smooth  off  some  of  those 
jprotuberances  left  by  rougher  workaaeo*  In  Assodtttions 
tie  was  expert  with  his  .pen,  as  well  as  wiae  to  offer  amn^ 
jseL  .He  acted  ^  d^rk  to  the  General  Assodatioa  $  and 
whenihey  divided  the  Association  ]xitO'di^i:icta,ajiB«Bi» 
jROUS  vote  of  th^nkji  w^  offered  Mr«  W.  for  ^  AiAp 


hi  and  aUlfiil  teririkjes  la  that  caiHiGky^  He  also  4iu 
cfaar^ad  the  dvfites  of  derk  to  the  Roaivoke  As«ociatMW 
uodl  a  &tle  time  frreviotts  to  his  death.  He  introduced 
^enreral  excellent  nagdaftions  both  into  the  General  aod 
Roanoke  Associations,for  the  government  of  chitrches,  &c. 
Few  men  uiltderstood  diurch  discipUoe  better,  or  were 
more  succeasfial  in  bBiUing  up  large  respectable  churches, 
H/irkerever  lie  attended.  For  nsany  years  he  acted  an 
^ttor  to  four  cbttrchies,  whom  he  attended  monthly^ 
He  was  in  high  ettfimation  both  as  a  man  and  a  minister^ 
JEven  the  enemies  of  the  Baptists  would  often  except 
Mr.  W.  from  their  seproaches.'  In  his  temper  towsurde 
those  of  other  religious  persuaaions,  he  was  remarkaibly 
fiherak  Indeed,  iby  some  of  his  acquaintances  it  is  «aid 
iie  was  fnendif  to  open  commumon  ;  but  that  he  wa$ 
a^estrained  from  putting  it  in  practice,  by  his  tenderness 
for  his  brethren,  most  of  whom  di&red  with  him  on  this 
ikead.  This  Uberality  of  s{»rit  did  not  prevent  him  fronsi 
amastftaining  his  own  piincipks  with  great  firmness,  when- 
ever an  occasion  offered,  k  was  such  an  occasion 
as  this,  which  drew  forth  his  re^  ic  Mn  PatiUoe's* 
tsermon  on  infant  baptism.  He  comtmitted  his  arguments 
to  writing,  witzh  an  intention  of  printing  them  in  the 
•focm  of  a  paflBipMet ;  but  as  jiotiking  came  out  on  the 
.other  side,  and  as  :so  much  had  been  already  published 
x)n  Tthat  subject,  it  was  not  put  to  the  press. 

In  his  prefiice,  he  makes  the  failowjmg  r^emark : 

^^  i  hope  I  have  'sufficiently  tlemonstrated  to  my  coun- 
trymen^  for  a  series  of  years,  that  I  am  not  overhearlj^g 
on  odiers,  or  bigotted  to  my  own  principles  which  are  nqic 
essential  to  salvation ;  but  have  uniformly  endeavoured  to 
'  promote  a  catholick  spirit,  with  peace  and  concord,  in  the 
Israel  of  God.  But,  nevertheless,  I  am  set  for  the  defence 
of  the  gospel ;  and  as  such,  circumstances  often  occur^ 
that  involuntarily  lead  me  forth  to  contend  for  the  faith 
and  order  of  Christ's  church.'' 

He  was  generatty  upon  the  best  terms  with  tiie  Presby- 
terians, who  were  pretty  numerous  in  his  peighbourhood. 

His  talents,  if  net  equal  to  any,  were  certainly  very 
little  inferior  to  those  of  the  first  grade. 

His  appearance'ln  the  pulpit  was  tibble  and  majestick, 
yet  humble  and  affectionate.    In  the  beginning  of  his 

♦  A  celebrated  Presbyterian  preacher. 
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discourses,  he  was  doctrinal  and  somewhat  ^.^^..^v^v*. , 
often  very  deep,  even  to  the  astonishment  of  his  hearers. 
To^rds  the  dose,  and  indeed  sometimes  throughout 
his  sermon,  he  was  exceedingly  animating.  His  exhorta^ 
tions  were  often  incomparable. 

At  an  early'  period  he  became  very  corpulent.  At  an 
Association,  in  the  year  1793,  he  accidentally  fell,  by  the 
turning  of  a  step,  as  he  was  passing  out  of  a  door,  and 
became  for  a  year  or  two  a  cripple ;  bdng  under  the 
necessity  of  going  on  crutches.  Notwitlistanding  this,  he 
would  frequently  to  in  a  carriage  to  meeting,  and  preach, 
sitting  in  a  chair  m  the  pulpit.  During  several  of  the 
last  years  of  his  life,  he  was  afflicted  with  a  very  painfiil 
disease.  Under  his  severe  suffering,  he  was  not  only 
patient,  but  when  he  could  have  any  mitigation  of  bu 
pain,  he  was  also  cheerfuL  About  ten  days  before  his 
death,  he  was  attacked  by  a  pleurisy ;  from  which  no 
medicine  could  give  him  relief.  His  work  was  finished, 
and  his  Master  had  called  for  him.  On  the  80th  day  of 
April,  1795,  he  fell  asleep. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  transpired  at  his  death.  He 
was  pensive  and  silent.  He  told  his  wife,  that  to  live  or  die 
was  to  him  indifferent :  he  had  committed  this  to  God,  who, 
he  knew,  would  do  right.  He  said  he  felt  some  anxie- 
ty for  his  numerous  family ;  but  that  these,  also,  he  was 
willing  to  trust  in  the  hands  of  a  gracious  Providence* 

January,  1 768,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Hughes^ 
of  Powhatan  county,  by  whom  he  had  l^  children  ;  of 
whom  1 1  wer^  living  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  and  of  these, 
four  professed*  religion,  and  were  baptized.        Sempk. 

[ty*  There  have  been  many  other  ejnmeru  characters  in  the  Baftttst  coif 
nexion^  who  ought  to  have  a  place  among  the  worthies  qf  their  host  t  bm^Jar 
want  of  some  one  to  record  their  history,  their  names  are  either  sunk^  or  are 
Jkst  sinking'  into  forget fuiness.  Our  brethren^  in  many  instances^  have  been 
atrangely  negitet/ult^  their  defiartetl/riends.  They  have  conducted  as  though 
they  sufifiosed  every  body  knew  their  worthy  and  that  it  was  therefore  un- 
necessary to  write  any  thing  respecting  them. 

The  Author  of  this  nvork  has  for  u  number  of  years  had  it  in  view^  tit  some 

foturefieriod^  should  his  Sfo  be  continued,  to  prepare  one  altogether  biofrafik'- 

ical;  which  will  contain  not  only  the  Hves^  but  the  Hkenessm  of  many  Baptist 

characters  ^distinction,  both  Jburopean  and  American.    Ihoee  who  may  fort 

interested  in  preserving  the  history  and  resemblances  ^f  t/tcir  departed 

friends,  are  desired  to  keep  this  suggestion  in  fjut^d,'} 
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CHAP.  XVIIL 

Containing  an  Account  of  a  number  or  Baptist  Commu- 
NiTiEs,  who  DirrER  from  the  maim  body  op  thi  denom- 
ination, AND  WHO.  ARE  ALSO  DISTINGUISHED  AY  SOME 
VECULIARITIES    OF    THilR    O^N. 

Churches  ^hich  bold  to  Weekly  Communion. 

THE  practice  of  admtoistertng  tbe  Lord's  Sapper  every  first  day  of 
the  week,  has  nerer  prevailed  much  among  tlie  American  Baptisti. 
The  old  church,  at  Sandy^Creek,  North-Carolmay  was  for  some  years 
on  that  plan,  but  it  has  now  given  it  up. 

A  few  years  since^  a  number  of  ministers  came  over  from  Scotland 
to  America,  in  the  character  of  missionaries  of  the  Independent  persua- 
sion, and  some  of  them  were  patronized  by  the  liberal  Robert  Haldane, 
Esq.  of  Edinburgh.  These  missionaries,  after  travelling  a  short  time« 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  were  led  to  embrace  the  Baptist 
sentiments,  and  from  Pedobapdst  became  Baptist  ministers.  Mr. 
Walter  Balfour  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Collier  of  Charlestown,  near 
Boston ;  Mr.  Archibald  Maclay  by  Mr.  Williams  of  New. York ;  Mr. 
James  Graham,  now  of  Beaufort,  South-Carolina,  by  the  same  admin* 
istrator  in  New^York ;  Mr.  James  M*Pherson,  now  of  Baltimore,  was 
Jiaptized  by  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Cook»  then  of  Beaufort,  South-Carolina* 
These  baptisms  all  took  place  about  1809.  Some  other  Pedobapttst 
ministers  came  over  to  the  Baptbts  about  the  same  time,  and  they  were» 
perhaps,  too  much  elated  at  these  accessions  to  their  cause.  But  it  was 
soon  found,  that  most  of  the  Scotch  ministers  were,  notwithstanding  their 
becoming  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  far  from  uniting  in  their  connexion. 
The  Independents  in  Scotland  generally,  if  not  uniformly,  practise 
weekly  communion ;  and  of  this  point,  and  some  others,  these  new 
converts  to  believers'  baptism  were  peculiarly  tenacious.  Mr.  Balfoui' 
gathered  a  small  church  in  Boston  and  Charlestown,  to  which  he  still 
ministers ;  but  his  sucoest  in  building  up  a  separate  interest,  has  not 
been  so  great  as  his  talents  and  address  seemed  at  first  to  promise. 
An  account  of  Mr.  Maday's  successful  and  commendable  proceedings 
in  New- York  has  already  been  related.  The  church  which  he  found- 
ed, still  practises  weekly  communion ;  but  it  is,  notwithstanding^  in  fel- 
lowship with  those  which  commune  but  monthly.  Mr.  M^Pbersoa 
gathered  a  church  in  Baltimore,  mostly  out  of  the  second  in  that  city, 
which  went  heartily  into  his  notions  of  communion  and  otlier  particu- 
lars respecting  tie  order  of  tbe  hotue^  5cc.  He  is  a  man  of  respecta- 
ble talents,  and  seemed  to  promise  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  the 
word,  notwithstanding  his  dividing  measures ;  but  to  the  grief  of  his 
friends,  he  has  lately  been  disowned  by  his  infant  church,  for  intemper* 
ance.  Mr.  Graham  preached  a  while  in  Savannah,  Georgia ;  then  in 
Beaufort,  South-Carolina  $  and  for  a  short  time  had  the  care  of  th^ 
church  in  that  pl^ce ;  but  not  being  able  to  bring  it  to  his  views,  htt 
formed  a  small  one  upon  his  own  plan.  How  lar^  it  is,  or  what  are 
its  circumstances,  t  have  not  learnt. 

^   The  labours  of  these  ministers,  together  With  some  writings,  which 
they  brought  from  Scotland,  seamed  at  first  to  tbieaten  inaov4tigos 
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among  the  American  churchet  of  consideraUe  extent ;  but  these  zp* 
pearances  haye,  in  a  great  measure^  subsided,  and  Yery  few  have  gone 
so  bx  infta  the  new  order  of  the  houte^  as  to  separate  from  their  retpectiye 
cooaextons.  Some  few  churcbes»  however,  have  been  fo«inded  by  the 
conf«rt»  Co  nvcttkljr  commuaion^  plurality  of  £kiers,  &c 

One  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  iSo9>  by  the  name  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  in  Cbarlestown.  Its  principal  teacher  is  Mr.  Oliver 
Holden,  a  native  of  New-£nekmd,  formerly  st  member  of  the  first 
church  in  that  town.  This  uiurch  at  first  consisted  of  nine  membcnt 
but  has  since  increased  to  twenty-five.*  Three  have  been  added  by 
liaptism*  and  thirteen  from  other  churches.  The  constituents  were  dis> 
missed,  by  their  request,  from  the  first  church.  The  ostensible  reason 
for  asking  a  dismiasioo,  (as  stated  by  themselves,)  was,  that  dSscipline 
was  not  maintained  so  strictly  as  they  desired,  or  as  the  church  acknowl* 
edged  it  ought  to  be.  And  ^*  despairing  of  seeing  the  church  brought 
to  resemble  the  Scripture  pattern,  and  desirous  of  reforming  them* 
selves*"  they»  at  their  request,  were  dimissed  for  that  purpose.  Their 
leading  views  in  this  measure,  and  their  distinguishing  sentiments,  are 
thus  suted  by  one  of  their  number: 

^  In  respect  to  the  difference  between  their  sentiments  and  those  of 
die  churches  from  whose  connexion  they  are  separated,  they  profess 
to  have  aimed  only  to  revive  the  Baptist  principles  recorded  in  the 
Scriptures  and  in  the  history  of  purer  ages,  and  not  to  innovate  in 
any  degree. 

**  T&y  disapprove  all  connexion  with  the  world,  m  the  support  of 
the  gospel,  and  with  other  churches  in  choosing  and  ordaining  Elders. 
They  deny  that  present  ministers  are  successors  of  the  Apostles,  in 
the  sense  frequently  conveyed  on  baptismal  and  other  occasions  ;  and 
that  their  office,  as  teachers  and  rulers  in  the  church,  should  be  known 
by  any  distinction  in  dress  or  titles.  They  consider  it  their  duty  to 
commemorate  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  every  first  day  of 
the  week;  and  that  the  evening  of  that  day  (after  having  attended 
to  the  Lord's  Supper)  is  a  suitable  season  for  mutual  exhortation  and 
prayer.  And  they  profess  to  believe,  that  by  duly  regarding  primi- 
tive practices,  and  apostolical  injunctions,  they  shall  be  enabled  to 
walk  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  enjoy  the  essential 
blessing  of  a  spiripial  and  efficient  ministry. 

**  In  doctrine  they  profess  to  be  the  same  as  when  first  taught  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  call  Jesus  Lord,  wishing  for  no  change,  excepting  great- 
er, discoveries  of  its  simplicity,  efficiency  and  glory. 

'<  They  use  no  platform  of  church*govemment  but  the  Scripturest 
believing  that  a  greater^acquaintance  with  them  will  strengthen  their 
faith,  love,  and  veneration  for  the  adored  object  of  their  uniform  tes- 
timony. 

^  They  have  been  supposed  by  some  to  have  imbibed  Sanderoanian 
notions  of  faith,  divine  influence,  religious  experience,  &c.;  but  it  is  not 
true.  They  separated  from  the  first  church,  for  the  reasons  above 
mentioned  %  but  they  have  neither  imbibed  new  sentiments,  nor  formed 
new  connenons.     They  profess  their  desire  to  '*  stand  In  the  vfoys^  and 

*  One  has  been  excluded,  for  denying  the  self-cxistencc  and  eternity  ef 
Ibsus  Chritft 
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e»ifor  the  otd  paths**  and  their  hope  that  God  will  enable  them  to 

««  walk  theniifh** 

The  reader  will  doubtless  wish  to  hear  the  other  side,  and  will  proba* 
bly  suspect  that  the  rea)  cause  of  the  separation  has  not  been  disclosed.* 
This  church,  although  of  the  same  order  with  Mr.  Balfour's,  has  yet 
no  visible  fellowship  with  it. 

In  Hartford,  Connecticut,  a  small  church  has  been  formed  upon  the 
plan  of  weekly  communion,  by  Mr.  Henry  Grew,  formerly  pastor  of 
the  B?!ptist  church  in  that  city.  Mr.  Grew  is  a  native  of  England;  was» 
for  a  number  of  years,  a  citizen  of  Providence,  Rhode*Island,  and  was 
tailed  to  the  office  of  a  deacon  by  the  old  church  m  that  town,  at  the 
age  of  24*  Not  long  after  he  was,  by  the  same  church,  called  to  the 
ministry,  and  was,  a  year  or  two  after,  settled  in  the  pastoral  care  of 
the  church  in  Hartford.  His  ministry  here  was,  for  a  while,  prosper* 
ous  and  happy,  and  his  separation  from  the  church  was  an  event  pecu* 
liarly  painful  and  trying ;  for  in  addition  to  the  maxims  of  the  Scotch 
brethren,  he  imbibed  some  others,  which  were  not  only  new,  but  in 
the  estimation  of  his  brethren  unscripturaly  and  unbecoming  a  man  of 
his  talents  and  discretion. 

Mr.  Grew  is,  by  all  who  know  him,  respected  for  his  gifts,  and  be^ 
loved  for  his  piety  ;  but  by  withdrawing  from  his  former  connexion^ 
and  devoting  himself  exclusively  to  his  little  Hock,  he  has  circumscri* 
bed  his  sphere  of  usefulness  to  very  narrow  bounds. 

In  the  close  of  the  autumn  of  itf  10,  a  church,  en  the  plan  of  week* 
ly  communion,  was  formed  in  New- York,  imder  the  ministry  of 
Messrs.  Errett  and  Ovington.  "  It  is  composed,"  as  they  say,  *«  of 
persons  from  various  nations  under  heaven."— •«  They  reject  all  hu- 
man creeds,  rules,  covenants,  Sec.  thinking  the  Scriptures  perfect 
enough  for  direction  in  every  thing."—"  They  dislike  all  pompous  ed- 
ifices as  places  of  worship ;  all  pulpits  or  places  designed  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  clergy  ;  and  think  themselves  fully  accommodated  with  a 
place  of  worship  similar  to  those  of  the  first  churches.  Accordingly 
they  meet  at  present  in  a  rented  apartment.  No.  70,  Hudson-street» 
New  York,  where  those,  who  desire  to  see  what  cannot  be  seen  else- 
where, viz.  a  church  of  Christ  assembled  together,  may  resort  for  the 
satisfaction  of  their  minds,  their  queries,  or  curiosities.  Their  times  of 
meeting  are  the  first  day  of  the  week,  thrice,  and  Thursday  in  the 
evening.  And  they  have  appointed  Tuesday  evening,  for  preaching 
the  gospel  to  the  world. **f 

The  doctrinal  sentiments  of  these  Weekly  Communion  Baptists  are, 
probably,  somewhat  diBPerent.  Some  of  them  evidently  agree  with 
the  churches  from  which  they  have  separated.  Others  have  been  char- 
ged with  favouring  the  Sandemanian  sybtem.  This  charge,  however, 
they  generally  deny.  In  their  maxims  of  discipline,  and  the  ortfer  of 
their  bouse^  they  seem  to  pay  no  regard  to  uniformity,  and  I  know  not 
as  any  two  churches  of  them  see  alike,  or  maintain  a  visible  fellowship 
with  each  other.  Some  of  the  brethren  maintain  their  peculiar  opin- 
ions in  a  becoming  manner,  while  others  urge  their  punctilios  with 
such  a  canting  scrupulosity,  as  to  defeat,  in  most  cases,  their  own  prose- 
Jyiing  intentions. 

♦  See  the  account  of  the  Charlestown  Church,  Vol.  1. 
t  Essay  on  tlic  Constitution  of  Apostolick  Churches,  p.  152. 
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The  Baptist  ehurche*  generally  throaglioAt  tlie  United  States  cd#- 
brate  the  Lord's  Supper  onee  a  month  ;  in  some  few  cases  bat  onoe 
in  two  or  three  months.  They  do  not  deny  the  lawfidnesi  of  weekly 
commanton»  but  they  contend  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  gospd 
travel  of  a  church*  l%ey  plead  that  the  frequency  of  attending  to 
this  solemn  rite  is  left  as  a  matter  of  discretion,  since  our  Saviour  hat 
only  saidi  Jit  oft  as  ye  d9  U%  do  it  in  remembrance  of  me.  And  although 
it  is  certain  that  tlw  disciples  met  on  the  first  day  of  die  week  to 
break  bread»  yet  that  it  is  not  certain  that  they  met  every  first  day 
for  this  purpose.  They  would  freely  commune  with  baptized  belier^ 
trt,  who  hold  to  weekly  communion*  in  case  tliey  agreed  with  them  in 
doctrine,  8cc*  But  none  of  the  brethren  under  consideration,  etcept 
Mr.  M^lay  and  bis  church,  seem  disposed  to  commune  with  them. 

Armnian  or  Free-Will  Baptists* 

From  nearly  the  beginning  of  the  Baptists  in  America,  there  have 
been  some,  who  have  opposed  a  number  of  the  principal  articles  in 
die  Calvinistick  creed.  For  a  long  time,  most  of  these  brethren  resided 
in  Rhode-Island  and  its  vicinity,  where  tbeir  history  has  been  related. 
For  some  years  there  were  many  of  those,  improperly  called  Separate 
Baptises,  in  Virginia,  and  the  more  southern  States,  who  were  called 
Armialans,  because  they  maintained,  that  by  the  suffisrbgs  of  Christ, 
salvation  was  made  possible  for  every  individual  of  Adam's  ruined 
posterity.  The  issue  of  the  contest  on  this  point  may  be  found  undeip 
the  bead  of  Virginia.  And  besides,  there  have  always  been  some 
churches  and  many  individuals,  who  have  objected  to  some  of  the 
strong  points  of  Cadvinism,  or  adopted  them  with  some  peculiar  mod* 
ifications  ;  but  no  very  conMdenble  party  of  this  character  arose^  un- 
til a  little  more  than  diirty  years  ago,  when  one  was  founded  by  El- 
der Benjamin  Randal,  of  New-Durham,  New-Hampshire.  This  Elder 
Randal,  as  his  biographer  observes,  was  led,  about  1780,  *^to  object 
against  the  whole  doctrine  of  ^obn  Calvin^  with  respect  to  eternal,  par- 
ticular, personal,  unconditional  election  and  reprobation ;  and  propa- 
gated the  following  maxims,  viz.  ISC  That  all  men  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.  ad.  That  Je&us  Christ  has  died  for 
all  men^and,  by  the  grace  of  God,  hath  tasted  death  for  every  man. 
3d.  That  the  grace  of  God,  which  bringeth  salvation,  hath  appeared 
to  all  men.  4tb>  That  Chrbt's  ministers  are  commanded  to  go  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature ;  and  that  he 
that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,  but  he  chat  believeth 
not  shall  be  damned.''* 

This  zealous  minister  was  assiduous  in  propagating  his  opinions, 
and  endeavouring  to  persuade  others  to  renounce,  what  he  used  to  call, 
the  hydra  monster  Calvinism,  A  number  soon  fell  in  with  his  views, 
broke  off  from  the  Calvinistick  churches  in  New-Hampshrre  and  the 
District  of  Maine,  and  from  a  small  bc^nniug  they  have  airtsen  to  a 
large  community,  which  is  scattered  in  different  parts  of  Maine,  New- 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  New- York,  the  Canadas,  and  in  some  other 
places. 

The  first  minister  who  united  with  Elder  Randal,  was  Pelatiah 
Tingley,  A.  M»  then  of  Sanford,'Maine.    He  is  a  nauve  of  Attleb«* 

*  Rc^lpbus  Magazine,  p.  3, 
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tiottgli»  Massacfansettty  a  tmall  distance  from  PhxTidenot»  Rlio^^IsL 
aadf  was  a  graduate  of  the  College  in  that  town.  After  himy  Samuel 
Weeks  and  other  ministers  were  conTinced  of  what  they  esteemed  th* 
dangerous  errors  of  Calvintsmy  and  united  in  Elder  Randal's  opposi* 
tion*  This  party  was  as  strenuons  for  believers'  baptism  as  before  i 
they  were,  like  all  new  sects,  very  sanguine  in  their  new  discoveries^ 
and  from  a  di^ttnguished  article  in  theur  doctrinal  system,  they  were 
denominated  Fne-tpsU  Bapiitu.  This  appellation  is  received  by  some 
of  the  community,  and  objected  to  by  others.  Of  late  years  they  seem 
to  prefer  denominating  themselves  simply  Cbrutiaai^  and  their  church- 
es, Chwrchet  of  Chritt.  But  as  all,  who  make  a  religtous  profession^ 
account  themselves  Christians,  and  as  all  religious  bodies  profess  to 
be  churches  of  Christ,  these  terms  are  too  bdefinite  for  an  historical 
narrative.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  applying  to  these 
people  the  name  by  which  they  are  generaUy  distinguished. 

Mr.  Randal,  their  founder,  is  taid  to  have  been  very  successful  in 
his  ministry*  not  only  in  propagating  his  peculiar  opinions,  but  in  per- 
suading sinners  to  repent ;  he  was  also,  at  times,  much  opposed  in  his 
publick  ministrations  $  but  this  increased  his  zead,  and  under  him  and 
his  associates,  a  number  of  churches  shortly  arose.  The  one  at  New. 
Durham,  the  place  of  his  residence,  was  formed  in  1781 ;  this  church 
toon  became  large,  and  spread  her  branches  round  in  different  direc- 
tions ;  and  other  churches  at  Little-Falls,  Woolwich,  Georgetown, 
Edgcomb,  Little*  River,  New-Gloucester,  and  Parsonsfield,  arose  not 
long  after  the  mother  body  was  founded.  These  Freewill  church- 
es soon  found  it  expedient  to  form  what  they  called  General  Meetings, 
which  they  held  at  diffierent  places  once  a  quarter.  The  first  of  uie 
kind  was  held  at  Philltpsburgy  Maine,  in  1 7S3,  and  consisted  of  dele- 
gates **  from  all  the  branches  of  the  little  brotherhood."  Thev  next 
proceeded  to  form  a  Yearly  Meeting,  which  was  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  each  quarterly  one ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing b  held  the  Elders*  Conference,  in  which  all  the  Elders  meet  to 
consult  on  the  general  interests  of  their  community.  In  1810,  theie 
were  among  these  people  six  Associations  or  Quarterly  Meetings,  viz. 
Goreham,  Edgcomb,  and  Farmington,  in  Maine ;  New-Durham,  in 
Hew-Hampshire,  and  Strafford  and  Hardwick,  in  VermonL  In  the 
three  Meetings  in  Maine,  there  were,  at  that  time,  between  forty  and 
fifty  churches,  about  as  many  preachers,  and  upwards  of  two  thousand 
members ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  three  other  Quarterly  Meetings 
were  as  large  if  not  larger  than  these. 

Mr.  Jdin  Buzzell,  ot  Parsonsfield,  Maine,  a  preacher  in  this  connex- 
ion, began  in  1811,  to  publish  a  periodical  work,  entitled,  A  ReKgiaiu 
Magazine,  &fc.  which  vras  to  contain  a  history  of  tliis  community* 
From  the  first  number  of  that  work  some  of  these  sketches  have  been 
selected.  Other  numbers  were  to  have  been  forwarded,  but  for  some 
reason  they  have  not  come  to  hand :  these  brief  hints,  must,  therefore^ 
sufiice  for  the  history  of  this  extensive  community. 

Mr.  Elias  Smith,  formerly  a  preacher  of  good  repute  in  the  Warren 
Association,  has,  within  a  few  years  past,  formed  a  party  of  consider- 
able extent  in  different  States,  which  are  sometimes  called  SmUbket^ 
but  more  generally  ChrLtiam,  which  last  name  their  founder  seems 
peculiarly  solicitous  of  maintaining.    Mr.  Smith  is  a  man  of  popular 
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takntSt  but  unasoaDy  changeable  in  his  religions  creod.  He  has  propft* 
gated,  at  different  tunety  Cahsuijmf  Umversalism^  Amuniamtm^  jlrianiim, 
$Q€udmusmf  and  other  urns  too  numerous  to  mention.  He  has  also  ad- 
vanced the  doctrine  of  the  annihilation  of  the  wicked  after  death*  He 
professes  to  explode  all  creeds  and  confessions,  and  denominates  him^ 
self  and  followers,  with  a  pecnliar  emphasis,  Chrittiam^  He  has  pub* 
lished  a  multitude  of  books  to  defend  his  opinions,  or  rather  to  oppose 
those  of,  all  others.  Many  hate  become  his  disciples,  of  whom  some 
brieve  more  and  some  less  of  his  changeable  opinions.  The  large 
church  in  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  consisting  of  about  six  hundred 
members,  has  been  dropped  from  the  Groton  Conference,  on  account 
of  their  adhering  to  this  singular  man.  A  number  of  other  chnrchea 
of  different  Associations  have  been  shaken  and  diminished,  by  the  too 
aiccessftil  exertions  of  him  and  his  associates.  Many,  doubtless,  have 
fallen  into  his  train,  who,  with  better  leaders  or  less  leadingr'wonld 
have  acted  a  more  becoming  part.  Among  the  Free-will  Baptists,  Mr. 
Smith  was,  in  many  places,  very  cordially  received  {  for  he  is  as  stren^ 
Qous  as  ever  for  believers'  baptism,  although  he  is  constantly  belabour- 
ing the  Baptists,  both  from  the  pulpit  and  press.  But  the  Free-will 
brethren,  finding  him  expert  at  brow-beating  Calvinism,  were  ambitious 
of  placing  him  among  the  champions  of  their  cause.  He  was  the 
means  ofintroducinff  some  innovations  amongst  them,  both  as  it  re^ 
I pects  doctrine  and  discipline ;  but  whether  they  still  listen  to  his  instmc* 
tioDS,  I  have  not  learnt.  '  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  few  years  in  Philadel* 
phia«  where  he  founded  a  small  church,  which  has  lately  published  si 
pamphlet,  containing  a  number  of  very  severe  strictures  upon^his  coiit 
dnct ;  and  he  is  now  about  settling  again  in  New^England. 

Seventb'Day  Baptists* 

As  the  brethren  of  this  sentiment  are  not  numerous,  we  shall,  under 
this  head,  give  a  brief  sketch  of  their  history  both  in  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica. The  Sabbatarians  differ  from  the  Baptists  generaUy  in  no  other 
article  but  that  of  the  Sabbath.  And  upon  that  subject,  as  near  as  I 
can  understand  from  their  writings  and  conversation,  they  hold  that 
the  ten  commandments  are  all  still  binding  on  Christians,  and  of  course, 
that  the  Seventh  day  of  the  week  instead  of  the  Flr^u  ought  to  be  ob* 
served  as  the  Christian  Sabbath ;  that  there  is  no  account  in  the  New- 
Testament,  that  there  ever  has  been,  by  divine  appointment,  a  change 
pf  the  Sabbath ;  and  that  it  is  inconsistent  for  Christians  to  profess  to 
obey  the  ten  commandments,  and  still  make  an  exception  of  the  fourth, 
which  contains  the  solemn  requisition,  Remember  the  Sabhaih  day  to  keep 
ft  hofyi  &fr.  They  plead  that  it  was  designed  by  the  Former  of  the 
Universe,  that  the  Seventh  day  should  be  observed  as  the  Sabbath,  or 
day  of  rest,  from  the  creation  to  the  end  of  the  world.  They  also 
contend,  that  whatever  respect  the  early  Christians  paid  to  the  First 
day  of  the  week,  on  account  of  the  resurrection  of  the  Saviour,  yet 
that  they  then,  and  in  after  ages,  observed  the  ancient  Sabbath,  and 
that  this  practice  of  observing  two  days,  was  continued  to  the  time  of 
Constantine,  when,  by  an  imperial  law,  the  First  day  was  established 
{n  preference  to  the  Seventh  i  and  that  from  that  period  the  observa- 
bp  of  the  Seventh  day  fell  generally  into  disuse.    They  supoosf^ 


SevefUb-Day  Baptists.  413 

however^  that  there  haTe  been  Cliristians  in  every  age*  who  have  kept 
holy  the  Seventh  dajt  but  they  do  not  pretend  that  they  can  prove  this 
point  by  histoiical  evidence.  The  following  passage  seems  much  to 
their  purpose*  and  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  which  I  have  met  with 
in  history : 

«^  It  was  Constantme  the  Great*  who  first  made  a  law  for  the  observa- 
tion of  Sunday  ;  and  who»  according  to  Eusebius,  appointed  it  should 
be  regularly  celebrated  throughout  the  Roman  Empire.  Before  him» 
and  even  in  his  time,  they  observed  the  Jewish  Sabbath  as  well  as 
Sunday,  both  to  satisfy  the  law  of  Moses  and  to  imitate  the  Apostles, 
who  used  to  meet  together  on  the  First  day.  Indeed,  some  are  of 
opinion*  that  the  Lord's  day*  mentioned  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  our 
Sunday*  which  they  will  have  to  have  been  so  early  instituted  by  the 
Apostles.  Be  this  as  it  will*  it  is  certain  a  regard  was  had  to  this  day* 
even  in  the  earliest  ages  of  the  church,  as  appears  from  the  first  Apol- 
ogy of  Justin  Martyr*  where  he  describes  the  exercise  of  the  day  not 
much  unlike  to  oars. 

*'By  Constantine's  law*  made  in  321,  it  was  decreed*  that  for  the 
future*  the  Sunday  should  be  kept  a  day  of  rest  in  all  cities  and  towns  ; 
but  he  allowed  the  country  people  to  follow  their  work.  In  558,  the 
Council  of  Orleans  prohibited  this  country  labour  ;  but  in  regard  there 
were  still  abundance  of  Jews  in  the  Gauls,  and  that  the  people  gave 
in  to  a  good  many  superstitious  usages  in  the  celebration  of  the  new 
Sabbath,  like  those  of  the  Jews  among  that  of  the  old*  the  Council 
declares*  that  to  hold  it  unlawful  to  travel  with  horses,  cattle*  and  carri- 
ages* to  prepare  foods*  or  to  do  any  thing  necessary  to  the  cleanlineiis 
and  decency  of  bouses  or  persons*  savours  more  of  Judaism  than 
Christianity."* 

Mosheim  makes  mention  of  some  Christians  in  the  second  century* 
who  assembled  on  the  Sf^^entb  day  for  worship,  but  he  also  intimates 
that  the  greater  part  met  on  the  First  day.  We  find  that  the  Walden* 
ses  were  sometimes  called  Insabathos*  that  is*  regardless  of  Sabbaths. 
Mr.  Milnerf  supposes  this  name  was  given  to  tiiem,  because  tiiey 
observed  not  the  Romish  festivals*  and  rested  from  their  ordinary  occu* 
pations  only  on  Sundays.  A  Sabbatarian  would  suppose  that  it  was 
because  they  met  for  worship  on  the  Seventh  day,  and  did  regard  not 
the  First  day  Sabbath. 

Robinson  gives  an  account  of  some  of  the  Waldenses  of  the  Alps, 
who  were  called  Sabhatif  Sabbataih  Insalhatatif  but  more  frequently  /ii- 
xabbaiaiL  **  One  says  they  were  so  named  from  the  Hebrew  word 
Sabbath*  because  they  kept  the  Saturday  for  the  Lord's  day.  Another 
says  they  were  so  called  because  they  rejected  all  tlie  festivals,  or  Sab- 
baths, in  the  low  Latin  sense  of  the  word*  which  the  Catholicks  reli- 
giously observed.":^  Mosheim  informs  us  tliey  were  so  called  from 
their  wearing  wooden  shoes*  which,  in  the  French  language,  are  termed 
SabafSf  which  had  imprinted  on  them  the  sign  of  the  cross,  to  distin- 
guish them  from  other  Christians,  &c.  §  "  Bat  is  it  likely,**  says  Rob- 
inson, « that  people  who  could  not  descend  from  their  mountains  int« 

*  Cliambers*  Dictionary  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Article  Sunday. 

t  Church  Histor}',  Vol  iii.  p.  423. 
i  Researdics,  p.  303.  ^  \o],  iii  p.  lir. 
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aeighboorin^  States  withoot  hazarding  their  lives  through  the  tmaam 
tesu  of  tnquiftitorsy  should  tempt  danger  by  affixing  a  viubk  mark  on 
their  shoes  i  Besides*  the  ihoe  of  the  peasaou  in  this  country  was  cirifed 
Abarca."  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  writer*  tliat  the  meaning  of  Insab- 
batati  was»  inhabiunts  of  hills«  mountaineers^^c**  But  after  all,  there 
appears  to  be  a  peculiar  obscurity  attending  Uie  history  of  these  peoplep 
and  every  one  must  form  his  opinion  for  himself  respecting  them.  Ic 
is  CTident  that  they  were  numerous,  and  were  terribly  harassed  by  the 
Romish  inquisitors.  The  following  oath  was  required  of  those,  who 
were  suspected  of  their  heresy.  **  I»  Sancho,  swear  by  Almighty  God* 
and  by  tlitse  holy  gospels  of  God,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand»  before 
you  lord  Garcia  Archbishop,  and  before  others  your  assistants,  that 
I  am  not,  nor  ever  have  been,  an  Inxabbatate  Waldeuse,  or  poor  penon 
of  Lyons,  or  an  heretick  of  any  sect  of  heresy  condemned  by  the  chnrch; 
nor  do  1  believe,  nor  have  1  ever  believed,  their  errors,  nor  will  I  be- 
lieve them  in  any  future  time  of  my  life.  Moreover,  1  profess  and 
protest,  that  I  do  believe,  and  that  I  will  alwsiys  hereafter  believe^  the 
Catholick  faith,  which  the  Apostolical  church  of  Rome  publickly  holdsi 
teaches,  and  preaches,  and  you,  my  lord  Archbisliop,  and  other  pre- 
lates of  the  Catholick  church  publickly  hold,  preach,  and  teach/'f 

Mosheim  gives  an  account  of  another  sect  in  the  twelfth  century, 
in  Lombardy,  who  were  called  Pasajiiniani,  or  the  circumc'ueds  that 
they  circumcised  their  followers,  and  celebrated  the  Jewish  Sabbath.]: 
The  account  of  their  practising  circumcision  is  undoubtedly  a  slandow 
ous  story  forged  by  their  enemies,  and  probably  arose  in  this  way* 
Because  they  observed  the  Seventh  day,  they  were  called,  by  way  of 
derision,  Jews,  as  the  Sabbatarians  are  frequently  at  this  day  \  and  if 
they  were  Jews,  it  followed  of  course,  that  they  either  did  or  ought  to 
circumcise  their  followers.  This  was  probably  the  reasoning  of  their 
enemies ;  but  that  they  actually  practised  the  bloody  rite,  is  ^together 
improbable.  Kobinson  supposes  that  these  Pasaginians  were  a  branch 
of  the  Waldenses,  and  were  so  called  from  their  living  near  the  pas- 
sages of  the  mountains.  § 

These  are  a  few  of  the  historical  facts,  which  lie  scattered  on  the 
pages  of  ecclesiastical  history,  respecting  the  people,  who  have  obser- 
ved the  ancient  Sabbath.  We  have  seen  in  the  history  of  Transylva- 
mai  that  Francis  Davidis,  first  chaplain  to  the  court  of  Sigismumt 
the  prince  of  that  kingdom,  and  afterwards  superinteadant  of  all  the 
Transylvanian  churches,  was  of  this  opinion. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  some  brief  sketches  of  the  history  of  the 
Sabbatarians  in  England  and  America. 

Seventh-Day  Baptists  in  England. 

fir  what  time  the  Seventh-day  Baptists  began  to  form  churches  in 
this  khigdom  does  not  appear ;  but  probably  it  was  at  an  early  period ; 
and  although  their  churches  have  iKver  been  numerous,  yet  there  have 
been  among  them,  almost  for  two  hundred  years  post,  some  very  emi- 
nent men.    The  famous  family  of  the  Stennetts,  for  diree  generations 

*  Researches,  p.  304.  f  Ibid.  p.  323. 

%  Vol.  iiL  p.  123.  §  Researches,  p.  305. 
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ift  least,  were  of  this  belief,  as  were  a  number  of  other  distinguished 
members  of  the  Baptist  commnnity.  Of  a  few  of  these  characters  we 
shall  now  give  some  brief  account. 

Edward  Stennett  is  the  first  of  the  family  of  which  we  have  any 
information.     The  time  or  place  of  his  birch  does  not  appear,  but  it  is 
probable  he  w^s  bom  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.     In 
the  time  of  th^  civil  wars  he  took  the  side  of  Parliament,  and  thereby 
exposed  himself  ;eo  the  neglect  of  his  near  relations.     When  he  dis- 
sented from  the  estabU^ed  church  and  united  with  the  Baptists,  he, 
like  all  others  of  those  times,  fell  under  the  oppressions  of  the  ru- 
ling party ;  and  being  deprived  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  he  applied 
himself  to  die  study  of  physicfe,  and  became  a  medical  character  of  some 
distinction.     One  very  singular  escape  from  the  malicious  designs  of 
his  enemies  is  thus  related  by  Crosby  :»-**  He  dwelt  in  the  castle 
of  Wallingford,  a  place  where  no  warrant  could  make  forcible  ea* 
trance,  but  that  of  a  lord  chief  justice ;  and  the  house  was  so  situ- 
ated, that  assemblies  could  meet,  and  every  part  of  religious  wor- 
ship be  exercised  in  it,  without  any  danger  of  a  legal  conviction* 
unless  informers  were'  admitted,  which  care  was  taken  to  prevent ; 
so  that  for  a  long  time  he  kept  a  constant  and  undisturbed  meet- 
ing in  his  hall.     A  gentleman  who  was  in  the  commission  of  the 
peaces  and  his  very  near  neighbour,  being  highly  incensed  at  the  con- 
tinuance of  an  assembly  of  this  kind  so  near  him ;  after  having  made 
several  fruitless  attempts  to  get  his  emissaries  admitted  into  the  hodse 
in  order  to  a  conviction,  in  the  rage  of  a  disappointment  resolved,  to- 
gether with  a  neighbouring  clergyman,  upon  doing  it  by  a  subor- 
nation of  witnesses.     They  accordingly  hired  some  persons  fit  for 
their  purpose,  to  swear  they  had  been  at  those  assemblies,  and  heard 
prayer  and  preaching  there,  though  they  had  never  been  in  the  house 
on  those  occasions.     The  clergyman's  conduct  in  this  affair  was  the 
xnore  censured,  because  he  had  professed  a  great  friendship  for  Mr. 
Stennett,  and  was  under  considerable  obligations  to  him ;  having  often 
had  his  assistance  in  the  way  of  his  profession  as  a  physician,  for  his 
family,  without  inj  reward.     Mr.  Stennett  finding  an  indictment  was 
laid  against  him  on  the  conventicle  act*  founded  upon  the  oaths  of 
several  witnesses,  and  being  well  assured  that  nothing  but  {)crjuTy  could 
support  it,  was  resolved  to  traverse  \U  and  accordingly  did  so.     I'he 
assiees  were  held  at  Newbury,  and  when  the  time  drew  near,  there  was 
great  triumph  in  the  success  these  gentlemen  proposed  to  tliem selves, 
when  on  a  sudden  the  scene  was  changed  ;  news  came  to  the  justice, 
that  his  son,  whom  he  had  lately  placed  at  Oxford,  was  gone  oS  with 
a  player  $  the  concern  whereof,  and  die  riding  in  search  of  him,  pre- 
vented his  attendance  in  tlie  cour;*    The  clergyman,  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  assiaes»  boasted  m\\ch  of  the  service  which  would  be  done  to 
the  church  and  the  neighbourhood  by  this  prosecution,  and  of  his  own 
determination  to  be  at  Newbury  to  help  carry  it  on  ;  bnt  to  the  sur- 
prise of  manyt  his  design  was  frustrated  by  sudden  death*    One  of 
the  witnesses,  who  lived  at  Cromish,  was  also  prevented,  by  being  seiz- 
ed with  violent  and  sad  disease,  of  which  he  died.     Another  of  them 
fell  down  and  broke  his  le^»  and  was  so  hindered.    In  short,  of  sevea 
or  eight  persons  engaged  in  this  wicked  design,  there  was  but  one  left 
who  was  capable  of  appearing ;  he  was  a  gardener,  who  had  been 
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frequently  employed  by  Mr.  Stennett  at  day.laboar»  bm  never  lodged 
in  his  housCf  nor  was  admitted  to  the  religious  assemblies  held  there. 
They  thoiij^ht  to  m^ike  him»  as  he  was  a  servant  to  the  family,  a  ver^ 
material  evidence  ;  and  kept  him  in  liquor  for  several  days  to  chat  por- 
pose.  But  coming  to  his  reason  just  as  the  assizes  drew  on,  he  went 
about  the  town,  exclaiming  against  himself  for  his  ingratitude  and  per* 
jury,  as  well  as  against  those  who  had  employed  him  ;  and  absolutelf 
refused  to  go.  So  that  when  Mr.  Stennett  came  to  Newbury,  nei^er 
prosecutor  nor  witness  appearing  against  him,  he  w^s  discharged  ^i 
course," 

Joseph  Stennett,  one  of  the  sons  of  this  worthy  man»  was  bom 
1663,  and  was  early  brought  to  the  knowled|reof  the  truth;  he  went 
to  London  in  1685,  and  about  five  years  after  became  pastor  of  the 
Seventh  day  church  at  Pinner's  Hall,  which  had  been  deprived  of  iti 
pastor  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Francis  Bampfield.  Mr.  Stennet  was  « 
minister  very  eminent  in  his  day  \  his  learning  and  abilities  Weregreafei 
and  he  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Baptist  cause  in  London  and 
its  vicinitv.  He  preached  much  among  the  churches  of  the  First  day 
order,  ana  took  an  active  and  successful  part  in  aU  their  concerns.  His 
son  Joseph,  D.  D.  retained  his  opinion  respecting  the  Sabbath,  but  be* 
came  pastor  of  a  church  of  a  different  belief.  The  fourth  in  descent 
from  the  ancient  Edward  Stennett,  was  the  late  Samuel  Stennett,  D.  D. 
and  the  fifth  is  the  present  Joseph  Stennett,  of  Oxfordshire.  Whether 
tfTis  distinguished  succession  have  all  observed  the  Seventh  day,  I  am 
noc  informed. 

Francis  Bampfisld  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  ht» 
time ;  he  was  educated  at  Oxford  University,  and  was  a  number  of 
years  a  minister  of  good  repute  in  the  established  church.  He,  'dif* 
ferent  from  the  father  of  the  Stennetts,  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars, 
was  against  the  Parliament,  opposed  the  Protector's  usurpation,  and 
suffered  on  that  account.  At  what  time  he  became  a  Baptist  is  not 
known  ;  but  on  the  restoration  of  Charles,  all  his  former  loyalty  was 
disregarded,  and  he  was,  through  the  remainder  of  his  life,  treated 
with  unrelenting  severities,  and  constantly  followed  with  per^ecutioQ 
and  distress.  In  one  prison  he  was  confined  eight  years*  After  that 
he  was  released,  went  to  London,  gathered  a  church,  which  kept  the 
Seventh  day;  but  he  finally  died  in  Newgate,  in  16B3.  He  publish* 
ed  a  number  of  tracts,  among  which  was  one  on  the  observation  of 
the  Seventh  day  Sabbath.* 

John  James,  the  minister  of  a  church  of  Sabbatarian  Baptists  in 
London,  was  put  to  death  in  a  most  barbarous  manner,  in  i66i.  To 
take  away  his  life  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  rage  of  his  blood* 
thirsty  enemies  5  but  after  being  h»<ing  at  Tyburn,  he  was  drawn  and 
quartered  ;  his  quarters  were  carried  back  to  New^te  on  the  sledge, 
which  carried  him  to  the  gallows ;  they  were  afterwards  placed  on 
the  gates  of  the  city,  and  his  head  was  set  on  a  pole  opposite  his  meet- 
ing-house. This  innocent  man  was  exposed  to  these  terrible  sufferings 
on  the  charge  of  speaking  treasonable  words  against  his  Majesty's  royal 
person  at  a  private  meeting,  &c.  Some  of  the  treasonable  words  were, 
t})Lit  the  king  was  ^<  a  bloody  tyrant,  a  blood-sucker,  a  blood-thirsty 

*  Crosby,  V(J.  5.  p.  363—367. 
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IMfii  and  his  nobles  the  same  i  and  that  they  had  shed  the  blood  of 
the  saints,*'  &c.  To  these  charges  he  pleaded  not  gtiilty^  neither  Ml 
form  nor  matter  \  bat  bad  be  acknowledged  these  charges  against-the 
infamous  Charles  II.  and  his  bloodjr  associates,  they  woald  have  been 
the  words  of  troth  and  soberness. 

But  there  appears  to  have  been  a  malicious  combination  against  this 
harmless  maof  and  he  Was  convicted  upon  evidence,  which  the  conrt» 
with  all  its  prejudieesy  at  first  thought  not  Worth  regarding.  It  was 
proved  afterwards,  by  four  respectable  pet-sons,  that  one  Bernard  Os- 
burn  confessed  that  he  had  sworn  against  Mr.  Jantes,  he  knew  not 
what.  His  wife,  by  the  advice  of  her  friends,  presented  a  petition  to 
the  king,  stating  her  hnsband^s  innocency,  and  the  character  of  the 
witness.  When  his  inexorable  majesty  saw  the  paper  endorsed  Thi 
hmhle  reauui  of  EU%€df€tb  James^  he  replied,  holding  up  his  finger, 
«*  Oh !  Mr.  James-^he  is  a  sweet  gentleman !''  And  when  the  afflicted 
woman  foHowed  him  to  get  some  further  answer,  the  door  was  shut 
against  her.  l*he  next  morning,  as  the  king  entered  the  park,  the  dis- 
tressed wife  again  entreated  his  majesty  to  answer  her  request,  and  par<« 
don  her  husband ;  but  deaf  to  her  cries,  he  again  replied,  **  He  L  a 
rogue,  and  shall  be  hanged  !'*  Thus  the  poor  woman  was  obliged  to 
retire,  without  even  being  heard  by  her  pitiless  sovereign.  Mr.  James 
went  to  the  gallows  with  Christian  fortitude,  and  finished  his  course 
in  a  joyful  manner.  **  If,''  says  Crosby,  **  there  was  any  undue  com- 
bination against  this  poor  man ;  if  it  was  for  some  reason  of  State  ratlv 
er  than  for  any  real  guilt  on  his  part ;  if  his  judgment  and  conscience, 
rather  than  any  just  crime,  were  the  cause  of  his  sufferings,  his  blood 
must  be  innocent  blood."* 

Robert  Shalder,  mentioned  in  the  history  of  the  English  Baptists,  vol. 
i.  p.  210,  who  was  taken  out  of  his  grave  by  his  rude  persecutors,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  Seventh-day  Baptist,  as  was  John  Maulden,  a 
pious  and  worthy  minister,  who  was  persecuted  much  for  non-conform- 
ity, in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  Mr.  Maulden  pub- 
lished three  small  pieces,  one  ot  which  was  on  this  question,  **  Wheth- 
er the  Seventh  or  First  day  of  the  week  be  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  ^' f 

These  are  a  few  of  the  Sabbatarians  who  bore  a  share  among  the 
sofFerings  of  the  English  Baptists. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  churches  of  this  sendment,  and  also 
SI  brief  vindication  of  their  opinions,  are  contained  in  the  following 
letter  from  Dr.  Edward  Stennett,  whose  name  has  already  been  men* 
tiotied.  It  it  dated  Bell- Lane,  London,  Februarys,  1668,  and  di* 
rected  to  the  Sabbath>keepers  in  RhodeJsland. 

«  Detirty  Beloved^ 
<<  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord  on  your  behalf,  in  that  he  hath  been  gra» 
cioosly  pleased  to  make  known  to  you  hi^  holy  Sabbath,  in  such  a  day 
as  this,  when  truth  foUeth  in  the  streets,  and  equity  cannot  enter*  And 
with  us»  we  can  scarcely  find  a  man  that  is  really  willing  to  know 
whether  (he  Sabbath  be  a  truth  or  not ;  asid  tiiose  who  have  the 

*  Crosby,  vol.  11  p.  165.    Ivimey,  ^  S30— SST. 
t  Crosby,  \xiL  Kl  p.  159, 14a 

VOX..  2.  53. 
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greatest  parts,  have  tlie  least  aniiety  to  meddle  with  it.  We  h^Lft 
passed  through  great  opposition  for  this  truth's  sake,  especially  frcm 
our  brethren^  which  made  the  affliction  heavier :  I  dare  not  say  how 
heavy,  lest  it  should  seem  incredible.  But  the  opposers  of  truth  seem 
much  withered,  and  at  present  the  opposition  seems  to  be  dying  away  ; 
for  t^-uth  is  strong.  This  spiiilual  fiery  law  will  burn  up  all  those 
things  that  men  do  set  before  it ;  for  was  there  ever  any  ceremoaial 
law  given  us  i  This  law  was  given  from  the  mouth  of  God,  in  the 
care  of  so  many  thousands  ;  wrote  on  tables  of  stone  with  bis  owa 
finger ;  promised  to  be  wrote  on  the  tables  of  their  hearts ;  and  con- 
firmed by  a  miracle  for  the  space  of  forty  years,  in  the  wilderness. 
The  manna  not  keeping  good  any  day  but  the  Sabbath,  God  gave 
them  the  bread  of  two  days,  because  he  gave  them  the  Sabbath*  But 
whatever  was  gathered  on  the  other  days,  and  kept  until  the  next* 
ttank,  and  was  full  of  worms.  And  no  ceremonial  law  had  the  pen- 
alty of  death  annexed  to  it,  to  be  infilled  by  the  magistrate  }  but  the 
wilful  profaner  of  the  Sabbath  was  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  magis- 
trate, as  the  wilful  murderer ;  which  clearly  proves  it  to  be  a  laoral 
law  $  as  may  be  seen  Exod.  i6th  chap,  and  elsewhere  :  **  If  they  hear 
not  Moses  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  persuaded  though 
one  rose  from  the  dead.''     Luke  xvi.  31. 

**  Here  is  in  England  about  nine  or  ten  churches  that  keep  the  Sab- 
bath I  besides  many  scattered  disciples,  who  have  been  eminently  pre- 
served in  thb  tottering  day,  when  many  eminent  churches  have  bieca 
shattered  to  pieces."* 

About  this  time,  a  number  of  letters  were  sent  to  America  by  Pe» 
ter  Chamberlain,  senior  Doctor  of  both  Universities,  and  Physician  in 
ordinary  to  his  Majesty's  person,  who  was  a  Sabbatarian.^ 

By  Mr.  Stennett's  letter  it  appears  that  the  number  of  Sevenib*daj 
churches  was  greater  at  this  early  period,  tlian  it  has  been  nnce.  At 
present,  as  near  as  I  can  learn,  there  are  but  three  churches  in  England, 
which  observe  the  Seventh  day.  Two  of  them  are  in  London,  and 
the  third  in  the  country,  at  a  place  called  Natton.  Two  of  them,  viz* 
one  in  London  and  the  one  in  Natton^  are,  in  their  doctrinal  senti- 
ments. Particular  Baptists,  and  the  other  in  I^ondon  is  of  the  General 
persuasion. 

Siventb'^Day  Baptists  in  America. 

Rhodb-Islakd  was  the  early  resort  of  Baptists,  who  kept  holy  the 
Seventh  day ;  and  it  now  contains  not  far  from  a  thousand  commvni- 
cants  of  this  belief.  They  are  also  found  in  a  number  of  the  other 
States. 

The  first  Sabbatarian  church  in  America  was  formed  in  Newport 
in  1671,  and  originated  in  the  foHbwing  manner  :  In  the  year  1665, 
Stqphen  Mumford  came  over  from  England,  and  brought  with  faim 
the  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  as  they  were 
delivered  from  Mount  Sinai,  are  moral  and  immutable,  and  that  it  was 
an  ontipchristian  power  that  changed  the  Sabbath  from  the  Seventh  ta 

•  History  of  the  tfiabbntariaDS,  &c.  by  Henry  Clarke,  pastor  of  a  church  o£ 
that  order,  a  Brooklifdd  county,  Kew-Wk,  p.  10, 11. 

t  Sackus,  Claike. 
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^  First  day  of  the  week.*  Mr.  Moxnford  appears  to  have  joined  Mr. 
Clarktr's  charch,  and  Messrs.  Hiscox,  Hubbard,  and  others  of  tbat  com- 
munity soon  fell  in  with  his  opinion  of  observing  the  Seventh  day.  Hiese 
brethren  travelled  in  communion  with  tbat  charch  until  1671,  when 
some  of  their  number  fell  back  to  the  observation  of  the  First  day  as 
the  Sabbath.  This  the  Sabbatarians  called  apostasy,  and  could  no 
lonpfcr  travel  vnth  the  church,  except  they  were  expelled.  The  church 
eounted  their  change  a  reformation,  and  could  not  therefore  bring  them 
under  ccnsnre.f  This  was  truly  an  inconvenient  posture  of  affairs,  and 
the  Sabbatarians  seemed  to  have  no  alternative  but  to  witlidraw. 
llietr  number  was  seven  ;  their  names  were  William  Hiscox,  Samuel 
Hubbard,  Stephen  Mumford,  Koger  Baster,  and  three  sisters.  These 
persons  formed  themselves  into  a  church,  and  William  Hbcox  becanie 
their  pastor.  He  died  in  1 704,  aged  ^6^  and  was  succeeded  by  Wil- 
liam Gibson,  who  died  in  17179  aged  79.  He  came  from  London^ 
where  he  had  been  ordained  before  his  arrival  in  Newport  \X  ^^  ^>^  ^ 
have  been  a  scholar,  and  left  behind  him  a  good  character  as  a  preach- 
er' and  Chrisdan.  Next  to  him  was  Joseph  Crandal,  who  had  also  been 
his  colleague.  This  is  the  same  Crandal,  who  was  apprehended  with 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Holmes  at  Lynn,  in  165 1.  He  died  in  1 737.  Af- 
ter htm  was  John  Maxon,  who  died  in  1778.  Successor  to  him  was 
the  late  venerable  Elder  William  Bliss,  who  died  in  1808,  aged  8i. 
The  >cfaarch  is  now  under  the  care  of  his  son  Arnold  Bliss  and  Henry 
Burdick.  Besides  these  pastors,  this  church  has  sent  forth  a  consldera* 
ble  number  of  preachers,  who  have  laboured  as  assisunts  at  home,  and 
also  in  different  places  abroad. 

Prom  some  of  the  early  members  of  this  church  have  proceeded  a 
number  of  the  principal  characters,  in  Rhode- Island,  and  among  its 
'communicants  were  the  two  governors,  Richard  and  Samuel  Ward.^ 

The  Hopkinton  church  is  the  largest  in  the  Sabbatarian  connexiont 
and  indeed  in  almost  any  other,  and  contains  about  nine  hundred  mem* 
bers.  It  was  formed  at  Westerly  in  1 708,  of  members  from  Newporti 
who  had  removed  and  settled  in  this  region.  Westerly,  at  that  time, 
comprehended  all  the  southwest  comer  of  the  l^tate.  It  was  after- 
wards divided  intp  Hopkinton,  Charlestown,  &c.  This  krge  church 
has  three  meeting-houses,  at  two  of  which  the  communion  is  adminis- 
tered. It  has  had  a  succession  of  werth^  pastors,  most  of  whom  were 
remarkable  for  longevity.  It  has  alsb  sent  forth  many  successful 
preachers.  Its  members  have  filled  various  different  civil  offices  in 
the  State,  and  Deacon  Babcock  is  now  (1813)  one  of  its  senators. 

Though  this  church  has  iu  seat  in  Hopkinton,  yet  its  members  are 
scattered  in  a  number  of  the  adjoining  towns.  They  are  an  afoiable, 
pious  people,  pretty  much  inclined  to  the  Arminian  system.  Laying* 
on*of«>hands  they  generally  practise,  but  do  not  make  it  a  bar  to  com- 
mnnion.  They  have  lately  had  a  precious  revival  among  them,  in 
i^ich  between  on^  and  two  hundred  were  added  to  their  number. 
Their  pastors,  till  lately,  were  Abram  Coon  and  Matthew  Stillman* 
Elder  Coon  died  a  short  time  since,  ;^nd  who  succeeds  him  t  have  not 
learnt. 

*  darkens  Hintory  'OT  the  Snbbatiridns,  p.  6. 

t  BackoB,  vol  i.  p.  411.     M.  Edwards's  MS.  History  of  Kkode-bland,  p.  107/ 

X  Edwards^  MS.  Hi«it.  of  Hhode-Island,  p.  109. 
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llie  Rhode-Island  SabbatarianSi  like  tbe  school  of  tto  prnpl|glii 
finding' tiieir  place  too  small  for  iheni>  have  emigrated  to  other  par  tot 
but  mostlj  CO  the  State  of  New-Yotk ;  and  bj  thiezn  foundations  Lare 
been  Isiid  for  a  number  of  cburcheii  of  tlieir  order»  which  are  in  a  fioyir- 
ishing  conditioHt  aud  some  of  them  are  large*  Their  namea^  fMmrs 
and  numbers  will  be  given  in  the  general  table* 

In  NeW'Jersef  are  two  churches  of  the  Seventh-day  Ba(ftis^|  whicb 
are  ancient  and  respectable.  The  oldest  was  formed  ^  Piscalawaf  ^ 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  city  of  New^York,  in  1705^  and  aioie  ia 
the  following  manner :  **  About  1 701.  one  Edmund  Dunhajn«  a  meQ^ 
ber  of  the  old  Fir>t*day  church  in  that  town»  admonished  one  fioobamg 
who  was  doing  seme  servile  work  on  Sunday.  Bonham  put  bim  on 
proviag  that  the  first  day  of  die  week  was  holy  by  divine  appoioMBeQt« 
This  set  Punham  on  ei^afninlng  the  point  1  the  consequence  wait  i*^ 
jeoting-the  first  day,  and  receiving  the  fourth  commandment  as  morat 
and  therefore  unchangeable."^  In  a  short  tiine»  seventeen  of  the  old 
body' sided  witli  Dunham;  ^nd  in  1 795,  they  were  formed  ijptoachurcht 
^hose  Dunham  for  their  pastor*  and  sent  him  to  Westmly  (o  be  oidaia* 
ed»  by  the  Sabbatarian  church  ip  that  pUce* 

From  this  church  originated  the  one  at  C^hapsey,  in  i737»  which 
|i^s  since  bepom^  much  larger  than  the  mother  body.  It  is  situated 
about  forty  miles  ^uth-west  frpm  Philadelphia,  ^oth  of  these  church- 
es have  had,  for  the  most  part,  worthy  pastors  i  they  were  fovaded 
and  itill  contiiiue  qn  the  Calvinistick  plan  of  doctrine. 

A  third  church  of  Sabbatarian  Baptisu  was  foimed  i|i  this  State  at 
a  place  called  Squan,  in  Monmouth  countVi  upwards  of  sixty  ailea 
fast  by  north  of  Pb]lade|phiay  in  :|745»  of  biethren  fropi  Stoninglon* 
Coonecticuty  and  tVesterly,  Hhode- Island,  After  remaining  h^r^  up^ 
wards  of  fprty  years,  they  bartered  th^ir  estates  for  new  lands  soBie« 
where  tows^rds  the  iDhio  river.  This  church  was  Calvinistickt  ^nd  by 
}t  was  probably  formed  the  one  in  the  Ked»stone  country  of  th^  s^iiDe 
faith»  .of  which  Mr.  Clarkp,  their  histori^n»  sce|ps  to  have  obtained  no 
'flistmct  account 

I9  Pennsylvania  we  find  seme  at  different  times,  who  have  united 
with  belief's'  baptism  the  observation  of  the  Seventh  day-  The 
junker  chnrch  at  Ephrata  is  of  this  belief,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  hisi> 
tory  of  that  people.  In  the  time  so  many  Keithian  Quakers  (of  whom 
im  account  wiU  sooti  be  given)  became  Baptists,  many  of  them  fell  10 
with  the  observsitioo  of  the  Seventh  day,  pripcipally  by  the  infiuence 
of  one  Abel  Noble,  who  was  at  that  time  the  onlv  Sabbatarian  Papiis^ 
in  Pennsylvania*  He  arrived  herp,  from  what  puicc  I  do  not  find,  in 
1684;  he  baptized  the  first  Keithian  Quaker  in  1697,  and  t>y  h^ 
many  others  were  gained  over  to  the  Sabbatarian  faith.  About  17CO, 
four  chunebes  of  Sabbatarian  Baptists  wer^  formed  at  Newtown,  twei^ 
iy-four  miles  from  Philadelphia ;  at  Pennepek»  xiine,  milef  dittp ;  at 
Mottinghaai,  ^fty  miles  ditto  {  and  zx  FrenchtCreek,  Uiirty-t^o  miks 
from  that  ^xxjm  At  this  last  place  they  b\iilt  a  meeting-houfte  ia  176s, 
^o  feet  by  aa,  on  a'lot  of  one  acre,  the  gift  of  t>avid  Kogfrs  s  at  the 
other  places  they  met  in  private  houses.  Respecting  the  progress  of 
^hese  commnnitiesi  I  do  not  find  much  infiprmation.    In  17701  iher^ 

•  EdwahTs's  Materials  towards  tlie  History  of  ihe  Baptists  in  New-J?rsey,  pL 
pa     Clj*rke'8pi9ttiyaf^Sabb»«eriae^lfcaL  ^  ^ 
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in  alt  Amit  of  diem,  but  thirtf -one  commttntcam%  «nd  but  ono 
pteaeheri  whoie  name  was  Enodt  David.* 

In  Virginia  are  diree  chnrches  of  the  Seventfa^daj  Baptists ;  two  of 
them  belong  to  die'  Sabbatarian  Conference ;  the  third,  because  it  ad* 
mita  to  membership  some  brethren  who  keep  the  Fim  day»  has  not 
been  received  into  that  bodf • 

In  175^4,  a  church  of  this  order  of  Baptists  was  begutt  mi  Broad 
River,  in  the  parish  of  Sl  Mark,  South*CaroUna,  about  180  >milM 
from  Charleston.  The  leading  members  in  it  were  Thomas  Owen 
and  Victor  Nelly,  from  French-Creek,  Pennsylvania^  and  John  Gicgory 
and  his  two  sons,  Richard  and  John,  from  Ptscataway,  New-Jersey. 
They  were  Calvinistick  in  sentiment,  and  in  1770,  had  increased  to 
ei^een  families,  whereof  twenty-four  persons  were  baptised*  They 
fc«l  for  their  preacher  one  Israel  Zeymore,  while  he  behaved  weU  | 
but  he  afterwards  became  the  master  of  a  vessel,  and  next  went  into 
the  army.  **He  was,''  says  M.  £d wards,  *<  a  man  of  wit  and  leam« 
mgf  but  unstable  as  water." 

Besides  this  Sabbatarian  church,  there  were,  at  the  same  tteie,  some 
of  the  Tonka*  Bapttsu  at  Beaver- Creek,  Cloud^-Creek,  and  Edisto^ 
;wbo  observed  the  Sevendi  day. 

In  1759,  eight  families  of  the  Seventh-day  Baptists  passed  over  from 
South-Carpiina,  and  settled  near  Tuckaseeking,  in  Georgia.  They  had 
for  their  leader  Richard  Gregory,  the  son  of  John  Gregory,  at  Broad 
River.  Another  of  their  preachers  was  named  Clayton,  who  was 
fined  a  mark  for  saying,  **  that  no  man  could  be  a  Christian  who  kept 
a  ooncubine,  were  the  keeper  a  king,  and  the  concubine  a  countess ;" 
this  was  construed  a  reflection  on  the  late  king  and  the  countess  of 
YarmoBth*  After  residmg  here  about  five  years,  this  company  retired 
to  Edisto,  and  left  but  few  proselytes  behind  them.f 

Thus  we  see  that  the  Seventh-day  Bapf  isu  have  been  found  in  dmott 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  There  are  at  present  eleven  church* 
es  of  them  united  in  an  Association  by  the  name  of  the  Sabbatatiaft 
General  Conferenee,  which  holds  its  anniversaries  in  different  places^ 
as  best  suiu  the  convenience  of  the  churches.  It  is  said  tJiere  are,  be* 
sides  the  churches  already  named,  one  or  two  in  the  western  States,  of 
which  no  distinct  accounts  have  l>een  obtained. 

The  number  of  communicants  in  the  Sabbatarian  connexion  h  a  lit- 
tle less  than  two  thousand.  But  ft  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Clarke,  tlieir 
historian,  that  the  Seventb^day  Sabbath  is  observed  by  a  population  of 
not  les»  than  fifteen  thousand. 

In  baptism,  church  discipline,  &c  the  Sabbatarians  differ  in  noth* 
ing  from  thehr  First-day  brethren  ;  in  doctrine,  some  of  th«m  are  Cal- 
vtnisfei,  but  perhaps  a  greater  part  are  inclined  to  the  Aminiaa  sys- 
tem I  which,  however,  diey  wish  to  define  for  themselves. 

Of  their  dictingutshfug  sentiment  respecting  the  Seventh  day,  Atf 
are  peculiarly  tenacious ;  and  as  they  consider  all,  i^ho  do  not  regard 
this  day,  violators  of  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord,  they  cannot,  in  their 
opinion,  consistently  receive  them  into  their  churches,  nor  sit  down 
with  them  at  the  communion-table.  Yet  they  are  willing  to  unite  with 
them  ID  preaching,  and  ip  aQ  other  acts  of  devotion  and  brotherly  love. 

*  Edwanb'slMiaterials  towards  a  Histery  cf  ttie  Baptists  in  Pennsylvania,  p. 
t  liwards's  MS.  MuteiiaJbs  fbi*  S«iib-et£ixUha  aafl  QecB^ 
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^  Af  Co  the  strtclness  of  obsenrmg  the  Sabbidif  their  writers  Man  Tm 
difiPer  a  little  in  their  rules;  Some  contend  that  they  ought  to  keep  tt 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  fourth  commandment*  Others  plead 
that  the  rigorous  ceremonies  enjoined  in  the  Old  Testament,  are,  with 
the  rest  of  the  ceremonial  laws,  done  away  under  the  new  diipensadcm ; 
so  that  they  may  lawfully  ride  their  horses  td  meeting,  and  do  other 
things  *on  the  Sabbath»  which  the  Jews  were  forbidden  to  do  on  tlieir 
periL 

Rogerene  BapiUis. 

This  sect  took  its  rise  at  New-London,  in  Connecticut,  about  the 
year  1674^  for  in  that  year  one  John  Rogers  and  James  his  brother, 
and  an  Indian  by  the  name  of  Japheth,  were  baptized  by  a  Mr.  Cran* 
dal,  then  a  colleague  pastor  ot  the  Seventh-day  Baptist  churck  in 
Newport  (R*  I.)  The  next  year,  by  the  request  of  these  persons,  Wil- 
liam Hiscox,  the  senior  pastor  of  the  same  church,  and  two  of  his 
brethren,  viz.  Samael  Hubbard  and  his  son  Clarke,  made  them  a  visit ; 
when  another  brotlu;r,  by  the  name  of  Jonathan,  was  bapdzod,  and 
these  four  persons  were  received  as  members  of  the  Sabbatarian  chur^ 
in  Newport,  in  their  usual  form,  by  prayer  and  the  laying«on*of*haiuki 
Soon  after  this,  John  Rogers's  father*in*law  (for  what  reason  I  do  not 
find)  took  from  him  his  wife  and  children,  with  whom  he  was  nevi^r 
afterwards  united**  Thus  John  Rogers  not  only  lost  his  wife  smd 
children  in  the  outset  of  his  career,  but  upon  her  complaints  against 
him,  he  was  carried  before  the  Deputy^Governor  of  Connecticut,  by 
whom  he  was  sentenced  to  Hartford  gaoU  where  he  remained  a 
oonsiderable  time. 

In  September,  1676,  the  three  Rogerses  and  Japheth,  the  Indigni 
went  in  a  boat  and  brought  Messrs.  Hiscoz  and  Hubbard  to  New«* 
X*ondon  again,  when  the  father  and  mother  of  one  of  the  sisters  of  die 
Rogerses  were  all  baptized  by  Mr.  Hiscoz,  and  were  also  added  to  the 
church  with  which  they  had  united.  I'hese  frequent  visits  and  ad- 
ministrations of  the  Baptists,  awakened  the  jealousies  and  resentment 
of  the  people  of  the  town,  and  the  power  of  the  magistrate  was  soon 
exerted  in  rigorous  measures^  against  this  new  and  obnoxious  aect^ 
These  few  persons,  having  adopted  the  Seventh  Jay  of  the  week  for  their 
Sabbalhi  continued  to  pursue  their  worldly  business  on  the  Fintt  a  prac* 
tice  very  common  with  people  of  this  belief;  for  which  they  soon  began 
to  be  harassed,  imprisoned  and  beaten.  But  opposition  teemed  only 
to  inflame  their  zeal,  and  hurried  them  on  to  an  extravagant  and  aU 
most  unexampled  extreme.  Hitherto  these  persons  who  afterwards 
broke  over  all  bounds  of  order  and  decency,  w«re  not  known  as  a  dis- 
tinct set,  but  had  a  regular  standing  in  the  Seventh«day  Baptist  chureli 
at  Newport.  John  Rogers,  who  afterwards  became  tlie  fantastiek  leader 
of  this  deluded  community,  on  the  following  occasion,  began  the  wild 
and  heedless  career,  by  which  he  exposed  himself  so  much  to  the  cen» 
sure  of  his  friends  and  the  perseeuting  violence  of  bis  enemies.  In  the 
year  1677,  Messrs.  Hiscox  and  his  companion  Hubbard  visited  News* 
London  a  tliird  time,  and  proposed  to  baptize  the  wife  of  Joseph  K<^ 
gers,  another  brother  of  the  Rogers  family.     Their  meeting  was  held 

*  It  is  related  by  Morgan  Edwards  thai  site  was  ^tei^vanlk  man^Jcd  tn  ft 

lliwvter,  by  tli«  ikHmu  uf  Pratt. 


two  miles  from  the  towot  wbaire  it  if a&  proposed  that  baptism  should 
be  administered ;  but  John  was  for  no  retiiement ;  he  must  needs  have 
the  company  go  up  to  the  town,  and  have.tke  administration  in  sight 
and  hearing  of  their  enemies.  John  was  finally  listened  to,  and  led  ou 
the  procession.  Thi«  provoking  measure  turned  out  as  might  have 
been  expected  in  those  days  of  intolerance  and  persecution  ;  for  while 
Mr.  Hiscox  was  preachings  he  was  seized  by  the  constable  and  imro6» 
d lately  carried  before  the  magistrate,  where  he  was  detained  a.  short 
tir6e,  and  then  released.  They  now  repaired  to  another  place,  and  be* 
gan  to  prepare  for  the  administration }  when,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
company,  John  stepped  forward  and  prayed*  and  then  led  the  woman 
down  into  the  water)  and  baptized  her.  From  this  time  this  singnlar 
man  took  it  upon  him  to  baptize,  and  also,  to  administer  in  other  things 
in  a  minifterial  capacity.  His  relatives*  excepting  his  brother  Jona* 
dian,  imbibed  his  spirit  and  followed  his  dictates.  The  church  at 
Newport  aVtempted  to  reform  and  regulate  them  ;  but  their  exertions- 
proved  inefFectualy  and  their  connexion  was  soon  dissolved. 

Thus  far  the  history  of  tlie  Rogerenes  has  been  compiled  from  Back» 
ns*  The  following  is  related  in  the  words  of  Morgan  Edwards,  who- 
took  hi^  account  from  Backus*  and  from  John  Rogers's  own  writings^ 
After  mentioning  the  baptism  of  the  Rogers  family,  he  says,  **  Thr 
most  forward  of  the  brothers  was  John  ;  for  he  took  upon  him  to  form 
the  family,  and  others  that  he  baptized*  into  a  church,  and  to  make  a 
oreed,  and  to  settle  rules  of  discipline*  The  first  act  of  discipline  was- 
the  excommunication  of  his  brother  Jonstthan,  for  using  medicine,  and 
refusing  to  do  things  which  wonld  bring  on  him  the  lash  of  the  civil 
magistrate.  And  thus  John  Rogers  was  not  only  the  founder  of  the 
sect*  and  the  person,  from  whom  they  were  called  Rogerausy  but  the 
hero  of  the  cause*  in  suffering,  and  writing,  and  defying ;  I  say  defymgf 
for  he  had  not  been  long  at  the  head  of  the  cause,  before  he  printed  and 
published  the  following  proclamation  :  <*  I*  John  Rogers*  a  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ*  doth  here  maJce  an  ope.n  declaration  of  war  against  the 
great  red  dragoa;  and  against  the  beast  to  which  he  gives  power ;  and 
against  the  false  church  which  rides  upon  the  beast ;  and  against  the 
false  prophets*  who  are  established  by  the  dragon  and  the  beast ;  and 
against  the  image  of  the  beast :  and,  also,  a  proclamation  of  derision 
'  against  the  sword  of  the  devil's  spirit*  which  is  prisons,  stocks,  whips*, 
fines*  and  revilings*  all  which  is  to  defend  the  doctrines  of  devils." — His. 
theory*  relative  to  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper*,  is  scriptural ;  for 
the  Rogerenes  baptize  by  immersing  professed  penitents  and  believers ;. 
the  Lord's  supp^  they  administer  in  the  evening,  with  its  ancient  ap- 
pendages* Some  other  articles  of  Rogers's  creed  are  as  follow :  **  isr» 
AH  days  are  alike  since  the  death  of  Christ,  ad.  No  medicines  are  to 
be  used*  nor  doctors  nor  surgeons  employed.*    3d*  No  grace  at  meals*^ 

♦  Tills  irrational  sentiment  tlicy  carried,  with  all  the  rest  of  their  reveries, 
to  an  enthusiabtick  extreme,  bv  refusing  to  have  midwives  fior  women  in  travail, 
holding  that  they  were  to  be  clelivered  and  healed  by  the  power  of  faith.  Old 
Mr.  Rogers,  (Mr.  Hubbard  intbrms  us}  had  the  wheel  of  a  loaded  cart  nin  over 
bis  leg,  by^  wlucl)  it  whs  very  much  bruised ;  and  tliat  he  hrid,  when  he  saw 
him,  remained  ^ix  weeks  in  a  most  deplorable  condition,  but  still  strcouously 
refused  the  use  of  any  means.  Backus. 

Although  the  descendants  of  the  Rogerenes  have  generally  relinquished  the 
peeuUrinttes  of  theif  ancestim*  yet  some,  of  them  are  still  tiQCUued^witfe  their 
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^h^  AILpni^cn  to  be  laeotal,  and  not  vocalt  except  when  the  cfiirle 
of  prayer  compels  lo  the  use  of  the  Toice.  5thf  All  iinacrtpiund  part# 
of  religious  worship  are  idols.  6th«  All  good  Christians  should  exert 
thfmsdves  against  idols,''  &c.  Among  these  idols  they  placed  xhm 
first  day  of  mt  week»  infant  baptism,  tfcc.  The  First-day  Sabbath  they 
ca^ed  the  Ntw-Emglamd  idol.  The  mediods  they  took  to  demolish  thit 
idol  weiVt  they  would  be  at  work  near  meeting-houses,  and  in  the  ways 
to  meeting-houses  s  and  take  work  into  meeting-houses,  tlie  women 
knitting,  and  the  men  whittling  and  making  spliu  for  baskets,  and  every 
now  and  then  contradicting  the  preachers ;  this  was  seeking  persecu- 
tion»  and  they  had  plenty  ot  it  %  insomuch  that  the  New-kirglanderv 
left  some  of  them  neither  liberty,  nor  property,  nor  whole  skins« 

John  Rogers  was  an  author.    He  publii^d  a  commentary  on  the 

Revelation :  he  that  hath  patience  to  read  it,  let  him  read  it.    He  also 

published  a  MidM^gbt  Cry^  a  Ndrraiive  vf  Svjfkrmgty  &c.     These  last  are 

fiMiomt  iiie  \  for  out  of  them  I  have  extracted  some  sketches  of  hit 

•history  %  and  others  from  Backus/'* 

Sttd^  was  the  beginning  of  the  sect  of  the  Rogerenes.  Had  they  en« 
joyed  a  free  toleradon  in  uietr  wild  speculations^  and  been  exposed  tp  n9 
mate  leg^  coercion  than  a  judicious  ncagistracy  would  have  inflictedf 
thieir  zeal  might  have  soon  abated,  and  their  sect  become  extinct.  But 
their  intolerant  neighbours  and  rulers  could  exercise  no  degree  of  pa* 
ticnce  or  forbearance  towards  them*  But  they  were  scrupulous  to 
mark  every  provocation  (and  the  Rogerenes  were  certainly  guilty  of 
many  \)  and  bring  clothed  with  power,  they  pursued  with  unrelenting 
severity,  by  frequently  haling  before  magistrates,  imprisoning,  and 
unmereiifttfly  whipping  a  people  whose  mistaken  zeal  ought  certainly 
to  have  excited  some  degree  of  compassion  as  well  as  resentment* 
But  the  Rogerenes  gloried  in  tribulation :  they  often  published  ac* 
counts  of  their  persecutions  and  sufRsrings,  and  most  fully  demonstra- 
ted to  tlieir  enemies*  **  that  persecution  is  the  surest  way  to  increase 
tuobfecu." 

John  Rogers,  the  founder  of  this  extraordinary  lect,  (than  whom 
Diogenes  was  not  more  churlish  and  contrary  to  all  men)  aner  prosecu* 
ting  his  ministry  for  more  than  forty  years,  died  at  his  own  house  in 
New-London,  in  1731,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age.  The  occasion  of 
his  death  was  as  follows :  The  small-pox  raged  terribly  in  Boston, 
(Mass.)  and  spread  an  alarm  in  all  the  country  around.  Rogers  was 
confident  that  he  could  mingle  with  the  diseased,  and  that  the  strength 
of  his  faith  would  preserve  bim  safe  from^  the  mortal  contagion.  Ac- 
cordingly he  was  presumptuous  enough  to  travel  100  nules  to  Boston, 
to  bring  his  faith  to  the  test,  where  he  caught  the  infection,  came  home, 
died  with  it,  and  spread  it  in  his  family.  Thus  ended  this  singular  man. 
This  event,  so  confoimding  in  its  nature,  had  no  apparent  e&ct  on  the 
mbds  of  his  followers,  unless  it  were  to  increase  their  zeal.    Shortly 

•notions  aboat  the  use  cf  medicine  ;  and  one  of  them'  lately,  (in  R.I.)  when  vio- 
lently attacked  with  a  fever,  strenuously  refused  any  medical  assistaitce..  He 
consented  that  a  phyncian,  who  was  a  member  of  the  church  with  bitn,  should 
viBithlmasabmitKer,txitnot  as  a  doctor.  And  it  was  not  until  his  cose  was 
tfiooght  to  be  helpless  and  hopeless,  that  he  consented  to  employ  a  physician  ^ 
vrhiiSi  he  finally  did,  and  xcceveted. 

•  Mwarda's  History  of  the  BaptisU  in  Vev Jemey«^ 
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ifttt^  io^fiti  BoUes  paUUked  a  sKOtid  o4itt6ir  of  Rbg«ii*tbook/eni^ 
4itied»  ^  A  Midmght  Cry  from  the  tempk  of  God  to  die  tea  Tirgins 
dttmberiQg  and  sfeq>tng  %  awake,  awake,  atise  I  and  gird  your  loins, 
and  trim  yoor  lamps,  ior  behold  the  Bridegroom  c(»iieth,  go  7*  theK'> 
fore  oQt  to  meet  liim  !''  Bolles  also  wrote*  a  preCs^e  to  the  **  MtM^h^ 
>v  Cry^^*  in  which  he  tayt  of  Rog^srs^  «*  For  his  religion  he  tost  his  wifib 
and  children,  and  siiibred  centtmnil  per secntion,  being  nearly  one 
third  of  his  Itfe^ttme,  after  his  oonversion,  in  prisons  !*'  This  pieoe 
aeemad  to  inspire  with  frssh.  ardour  this  wild  commnnity.  A  son  of 
John  Rogers  succeedttl  his  £ither  in  his  deluded  ministry,  who,  with 
piany  others  of  his  brethren,  set  out  with  redoubled  aeal  to  pull  down 
the  dagon  of  the  land,  the  idol  Sabbath. 

In  the  year  172^,  a  company  of  the  Rogerenes  were'  taken  up  oa 
the  Sabbath,  in  Norwich,  while  on  their  way  from  thdr  place  of  resi- 
ifeace  to  (jehanoo,  where  they  were  treated  with  much  abuse  and  se- 
verity, and  many  of  them  whipped  in  a  most  meroiless  manner.  This 
occasioned  Governor  Joseph  Jenks  (of  R.L)  to  write  a  spirited  piece 
against  their  persecutors,  in  which  he  not  only  blames  the  unnecessary 
severity  which  they  inflicted  on  the  Rogerenes,  but  he  also  reprobates 
thei^pfovokiog  and  disorderly  eondttct.  This  friendly  ititerposf tton  of 
the  GoTtmor  involved  him  in  a  dispute  with  one  Joseph  Backtttt 
£sq.  the  magistraie  before  whom  the  Rogerenes  were  arraigned* 
which  was  probably  the  means  of  abating,  in  some  measure,  the  legal 
ptersecutiotts  which  continually  fell  to  the  lot  of  this  deluded  and  per- 
secuted people*  The  ConnecdGint  rulers,  after  indicting  on  the  Roger* 
enes,  for  almost  a  century*  their  fruitless  severities,  learnt,  at  length, 
what  they  ought  to  have  learnt  at  first,  that  the  wisest  way  to  deal 
with  thjpm,  when  they  came  to  disturb  them,  and  proclaim  against  the 
idol  Sabbath,  was  to  remove  them  away,  until  thdr  worship  was  end- 
ed, and  then  release  them  without  fine  or  correction.  This  method 
they  finally  adoptedy  which  had  a  much  better  effect  than  their  former 
punishments. 

One  family  of  these  Rogerenes  were'Colvers  or  Cuhers^^  consisting 
of  the  father,  John  Cobrer  and  his  wife,  (who  were  part  of  the  compa!* 
ny  which  was  treated  so  roughly  at  Norvi^ich,  &c. )  and  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  who,  with  their  families,  made  up  the  number  of  2 1 
souit.  This  lar^  family,  in  die  year  .1734,  removed  from  New- Lon- 
don, and  settled  ra  New- Jersey.  The  place  they  pitched  upon  for  rest. 
dence  was  on  the  east  side  of  Schooly  Mountain,  in  Morris  county. 
They  continued  here  about  three  years,  and  then  went  in  a  body  to 
Barnagot,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth  :  they  continued  there  about 
eleven  years,  and  then  returned  to  Morris  county,  and  settled  on  the 
west  side  of  the  mountain  from  which  they  had  removed. 

In  the  year  179a,  the  Rogerenes  (in  N.  J. )  were  reduced  to  two  old 
persons,  whose  names  were  rhomas  Colver  and  Sarah  Mann ;  but 
the  posterity  of  John  Colver  are  yet  numerous  in  Morris  county,  and 
have,  most  of  them,  become  reputable  members  of  other  religious  scb 
eieties. 

^<  I  do  not  find  (says  Mr.  Edwards)  that  the  Rogerenes  have  sufier- 

•  Mr.  Edwards  spells  it  Colvei-,  but  X  find  in  Goremor  Jenks's  MS.  it  ia 
tpcit  Culver.  ,    * 
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od  by  fioM  and  corpoial  pnnkfamcntiii  NewwJenejy  moce  thaa  once  f 
and  that  was  for  dUturbing  a  Pretbyteriaa  congregation  at  Basking^ 
ridge :  in  other  pLaces*  they  have  been  taken  ont  of  noeeting-honseiv 
with  mnch  pleasantry*  and  shut  up  in  stablei»  pen-folds,  (and  onoe  in 
a  hog-pen)  till  worship  was  oTer«  Panl  speaks  of  some  people,  ^bm 
flsmsed  mi  Godt  and  were  contrary  to  all  men  g  it  were  nncharkable  to  ap- 
ply thii  to  the  Rogerenes ;  but  facts,  for  the  coarse  of  i  f  6  yean,  look 
too  much  like  being  coatrary  to  aU  men  ;  and  as  for  the  spirit  that  ac- 
tuated them,  it  was  as  different  from  the  meek  and  humble  spirit  of 
Jesus,  as  any  two  things  could  be.  It  is  surprising  how  principles,  or 
education,  or  custom,  or  something,  will  make  people  diffisr  from  oth- 
ers so  greatly,  that  it  is  hard  to  think  they  are  of  the  same  common 
naturCf  or  are  the  work  of  the  same  Maker.  Had  the  Rogerenes  Itved 
in  the  time  of  the  Cynicks,  they  would  have  been  ranked  with  them.^ 

Mr.  Backus  says  of  John  Rogers,  that  <*  he  intermixed  a  number  of 
precious  truths  with  many  things  of  a  contrary  nature*'' 

The  Rogerenes,  in  their  language  and  some  other  peculiarities,  re- 
sembled the  Quakers ;  hence  theyNvere  often  called  Quaker  Baptists. 
They  have^  some  time  ago,  become  extinct  as  a  society.  But  jtheir 
posterity,  under  the  names  of  Rogers,  Bolles,  &c.  are  still  numerous ; 
.and  many  of  them  are  not  only  respectable,  but  some  of  them  are  dia- 
tinguished  members  of  many  cf  the  Baptist  churches  in  difiereat  parts 
of  NewoEagland  and  some  of  the  other  States. 

Since  the  aboTe  was  written,  I  have  learnt  that  there  is  yet  a  small 
company  of  the  Rogerenes  in  Groton,  near  New*  London* 

Indian  Churches. 

Of  these  there  have  been  a  few  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  but 
most  of  them,  at  present,  are  either  extinct  or  in  a  declining  state. 
The  oldest  churches  of  the  red  brethren  were  formed  on  the  islands  of 
Martha's  Vin^eyard  and  Nantucket,  whidi  are  included  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  A  short  time  previous  to  1680,  some  of  Mr.  May- 
hew's  converts  on  Martha's  Vineyard  embraced  the  principles  of  the 
Baptists,  and  joined  to  the  churches  in  Newport.  And  with  the  In- 
dian converts  to  believers'  baptism  came  an  Englishman  by  the  name 
of  Peter  Folder,  who  was  a  schoolmaster  among  them.  In  1 694,  two 
Indian  churches  had  been  formed,  one  on  the  Vineyard,  and  the  other 
at  Nantucket.  Their  pastor  was  Stephen  Tackansason,  who  died  in 
1 708,  and  is  said  to  have  borne  an  excellent  character,  both  as  a  preadv- 
er  and  Christian.  The  church  at  the  Vineyard  appears  to  have  been 
formed  at  Gayhead  ;  in  process  of  time  it  branched  out  to  Chappaqui* 
dick  on  the  east  end  of  tne  island.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  progress 
of  these  three  churches,  which  have  become  reduced  to  one  at  Gay- 
heady  and  that  in  a  feeble,  declining  state.  Their  preachers,  at  different 
times,  have  been  Isaac  Decamy,  Jonas  Horswet,  Ephraim  Abraham, 
Samuel  Kakenehew,  Peter  Gilbert,  Silas  Paul,  and  Thomas  Jeffer ; 
die  last  of  whom  is  now  pastor  at  Gayhead*  and  is  esteemed  a  sober, 
worthy  man.    All  these  were  ordained  Indian  preachers,  who  have  left 

5ood  characters  behind  them  ;  and  besides  these  there  have  been,  at 
iffnent  times,  many  unordained  preachers  and  exhorters,  whose  names 
are  not  known. 
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Peter  Fo)ger»  thoug^h  nor  a  preadier,  was  a  iveeessfbl  promoter  of 

piecy»leaming»  and  believers'  baptisin,anioxig  the  red  men  of  the  islands, 
and  a  daughter  of  bis  was  the  mother  of  the  famous  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin.* 

At  Charlestown  in  the  Narraganset  ooantryi  in  the  south  part  of 
Rhode^Isiand,  near  Point  Judith*  an  Indian  church  was  formed  proba* 
Uy  about  1 75a  It  arose  out  of  a  Pedobaptist  church  of  the  Separate 
order,  which  was  gathered  there  in  the  New-Light  stir,  under  the 
ministry  of  a  Mr.  Park.  Its  first  pastor  was  James  Simons,  and  after 
faim  was  the  famous  Samuel  Niles,  who  was,  in  his  day,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  Indian  preachers  in  America.  Other  preachers  have 
succeeded  him,  but  at  present  they  are  in  a  destitute  and  broken  con^ 
dition.  In  a  visit,  which  I  paid  them  a  short  time  since,  I  found  a 
number  of  venerable  red  sisters,  who  were  much  engaged  in  the  things 
of  the  kingdom ;  three  of  them  were  about  seventy  years  of  age.  The 
men  were  all  absent  on  a  fishing  voyage.  These  Indians  aw  the  de- 
icendants  of  the  Nyantick  tribe,  whose  chief,  Ninegrec,  refused  to  join  ' 
in  king  Philip's  war.f  They  were  once  a  powerful  tribe,  but  are  now 
reduced  to  a  handfuL  The  State  has  secured  to  diem  a  tract  of  land 
in  Charlestown,  wliich,  however,  they  do  not  know  how  to  manage  to 
advantage. 

Morgan  Edwards  supposes  that  the  forefadiers  of  this  congregation 
were  converted  by  the  labours  of  Roger  Williams,  which  is  not  im- 
probable, as  it  is  known  that  he  laboured  among  them  with  much  av 
siduity  and  some  success.^ 

Among  the  Mohegan  Indians,  near  New-London,  according  to 
Asplund,  two  churches  were  formed  about  1770  :  they  were  upon 
the  open  communion  plan,  and  consisted  of  Baptists  and  Pedobaptists. 
jConnected  with  these,  if  I  am  rightly  informe<iC  was  the  famous  Sam- 
son Occom,  who  afterwards  went  to  New-Scockbridge>  in  New* York. 

At  a  place  called  Brotherton,  now  in  Oneida  county.  New- York,  an 
Indian  church  was  formed  of  baptized  believers  in  1 798.  It  arose  in 
the  following  manner.  Not  far  from  1770,  the  Oneidas,  one  of  the 
Six  Nations,  granted  to  their  destitute  brethren  of  other  tribes  a  large 
tract  of  land  for  their  settlement.  To  it  Indians  repaired  from  Stock- 
bridge,  Long-Island,  from  the  Mohegans,  the  Narragansetts,  and  a 
number  of  other  tribes.  The  tract  was  six  m^es  square,  and  was  call- 
ed New*Stockbridge.  Rev.  M.  Sargeant,  a  Pedobaptist  missionary, 
has  long  been  employed  among  them.  Brotherton  is  an  Indian  vit 
lage  adjoining  New.Stockbridge,  in  which  David  Fowler,  a  pious  In- 
dian of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  settled  in  1776.  Five  others  of  his 
brethren  settled  with  him,  and  by  them  a  meeting  was  maintained 
without  any  church  estate,  until  1798;  then  their  number  had  in- 
creased to  twelve,  which  were  organized  into  a  church  by  their  neigh- 
bouring white  brethren.  Mr.  Fowler  became  its  deacon,  and  was  its 
principal  leader  till  his  death,  which  happened  about  1807.  Since 
that  time  they  have  been  in  a  broken  conoition,  and  have,  in  a  meas- 
«re,  lost  their  viiibility  as  a  church.    Deacon  Fowler  was  from  Long* 

*  Backus,  vqL  i.  p.  437, 439,  and  iL  p.  16a 
t  Backus,  vol  L  p.  43r,  439,  and  &  p.  145. 
X  MS.  Hist  of  Rhode-Ishuid,  p.  4r. 
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Island,  amd  sustained  an  cxceOent  character  through  life.  On  the 
tame  groond  is  a  Baptist  church  on  the  open  communion  plan,  wfaicli 
is  considemblj  large,  and  is  under  the  care  of  &  pxtpacher  by  the  name 
of  Wawby  or  Wabby, 

No  great  success  has  hitherto  attended  the  means  used  to  convert  the 
American  Indians.  Their  want  of  a  written  language  has,  in  most 
cases,  proved  an  insurmouhtable  barrier  to  those  benevolent  ^-hite  men, 
who  have  ardently  desired  their  salvation.  Our  aged  brother  Elkanah 
Holmes  laboured  for  some  years  amongst  the  Tuscaroras  and  others 
of  the  Six  Nations.  Most  of  their  chiefs  and  many  of  the  rest  showed 
a  favourable  disposition  towards  the  gospel,  but  very  few  conversions 
vcre  effected  among  ihemt 

Keithian  Baptists* 

Soon  «fter  the  settlement  of  Pennsylvania,  a  di£Perence  arose  amoor 
Ae  Qoakers,  touehing  Hie  snfficiency  of  wbai  every  man  hat  ttntMm  iimsJf' 
fur  thefmfiui  of  bis  own  tatvaiiotu  Some  dented  that  sufficiency,  uxA 
consequently  minified  the  external  Word,  Christ,  &c.  above  Barclay's 
measure.  These  were  headed  by  the  famous  George  Keith,  and  ther^ 
fere  called  Keiibiansn  The  difference  rose  to  a  division  in  the  year  169  it 
when  separate  meetings  were  set  up  in  divers  parts  of  the  coimtry,  and 
a  general  one  at  Burlington  in  opposition  to  du^  of  Philadelphia*  This 
If  ear  they  piriiKshed  a  Conftnim  ofFsitif  containing  twelve  ardde^nMxcli 
m  Barclay's  strain,  and  signed  by  George  Keith,  Thomas  Budd,  John 
Hart,  Richard  Hilliard,  lliomas  Hooten,  and  Henry  Furais,  in  the  be- 
half of  the  rest.  They  also  published  H^  reasons  of  she  s^asa^an^  &c 
signed  by  the  same  persons  and  others,  to  the  nimi^  of  48.  About 
the  same  time,  and  afterward,  were  poblislied  several  other  pieces^ 
The  design  of  those  publications  was, 

1st.  To  inform  the  world  of  the  principles  of  the  Separate  Quakers. 

ad.  To  fix  the  blame  of  the  separation  on  the  opposite  party. 

3d.  To  complain  of  the  unfair  treatment,  slanders,  fines,  imprison* 
tnentsi  and  other  species  of  persecution,  which  ^ey  endured  from  their 
brethren. 

Whether  these  complaints  be  just  or  not,  is  neither  my  business  nor 
inclination  to  determine.  If  just,  the  Quakers  have  also  shown,  *^  That 
every  sect  would  persecute,  had  they  but  power."  I  know  but  one  ex- 
ception to  this  satyrical  remark,  and  that  is  the  Baptists ;  they  have  had 
xivil  power  in  their  hands  in  Rhoderlsland  government,  fer  an  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  (now  one  hundred  and  sevency^dght)  years,  and  yet  Jtare 
never  abused  it  in  this  manrter,  their  enemies  diemselves  being  judges. 
And  it  is  remarkable  that  John  Hcdmes,  Esq.  the  only  Baptist  mag* 
istrate  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  referred  to,  refused  to  act  with  tbe 
Quaker  magistrates  against  the  Keithians,  aUegtng,  «  That  it  was  a 
religious  dispute,  and  therefore  not  fit  for  a  civil  court/'  Nay,  he  open* 
ly  blamed  the  court,  held  at  Philadelphia,  Dec.  6^—1  a,  169s,  for  refb* 
sing  to  admit  the  exceptions,  which  the  prisoners  made  to  dteir  jury. 
However,  the  Keithian  Quakers  soon  declined ;  their  head  deserted 
them  and  went  over  to  the  Episcopalians.  Some  followed  him  thither  1 
some  returned  to  the'Penn  Quakers ;  and  some  went  to  other  societies. 
Nevertheless,  many  persisted  in  die  sepaauooy  particularly  at  Upper 
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Providence ;  at  PbSaddphia ;  at  Sontbaoqyton ;  and  M  Lower  DuUin* 
These^  by  resigning' themselves  to  the  guidance  of  Scripture,  began  ip 
find  water  in  the  commission ;  bread  and  wine  in  the  command ;  com* 
munity  of  goods^  love  feast,  kiss  of  charity,  right  hand  of  fellowship, 
anointing  the  sick  for  recovery,  and  washing  tne  disciples'  feet ;  aa4 
therefore  were  determined  to  practise  accordingly. 

The  society  of  Keithians,  most  forward  in  tliese  matters,  was  that 
kept  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Powell,  in  Upper  Providence ;  which  {of* 
wardness,  it  is  said,  was  owing  to  one  Abd  Noble,  whO|Visited  thenar 
and  was  a  Seventh-day  Baptist  minister  when  he  arrived  in  this  country^ 
The  time  they  began  to  put  their  designs  in  practice,  was  Jan.  28, 
1697,  when  the  said  Abel  Noble  baptized  a  publick  Friend,  whose 
name  was  Thomas  Martin,  in  Redley^reek.  Afterwards  Mr.  Martin 
baptized  other  Quakers,  to  the  number  of  1 6.  To  them  joined  one 
William  Beckingham,  who  broke  off  from  the  church  at  Cohansey. 
These  17  persons  did,  October  12,  1697,  incorporate;  and  proceeded 
to  choose  a  minister  by  lot.  Three  were  put  in  nommation,  Williafli 
iBeckingham,  Thomas  Bndd,  and  Thomas  Martin.  The  lot  fell  on 
the  last,  who,  the  same  day,  administered  die  Lord's  supper  to  them, 
for  the  first  time.  Shortly  after,  1 5  more  of  the  Quakers  were  bap- 
tized,  some  of  whom  lived  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  But  ia 
1700  a  di£Ference  arose  among  them,  touching  the  Sabbath,  which 
broke  up  the  society.  Such  as  adhered  to  the  observation  of  the  Sev- 
enth day,  kept  together  at  Newtown,  where  some  of  their  posterity 
are  to  this  day.  The  rest  lay  scattered  in  the  neighbourhood,  till  Mr. 
Abel  Morgan  gathered  together  15  of  them,  and  formed  them  into  a 
society,  now  called  the  eburdt  of  Brandywaut  belonging  to  the  Fhila* 
delphia  Association. 

Another  society  of  Keitbian  Quakers,  who  kept  together,  was  that 
of  Philadelphia,  where  they  built  a  meeting»house  in  1692.  Of 
these,  two  publick  persons  were  baptized  in  1697,  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Killingworth,  of  Cohansey.  Their  names  were  William  Davis  and 
Thomas  Rutter.  The  first  joined  Pennepek  ;  the  other  kept  preach- 
ing  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  baptized  one  Henry  Bernard  Hoster, 
Thomas  Peart,  and  seven  others,  whose  names  are  not  on  record. 
^These  9  persons  united  in  communion,  June  12, 1698,  having  Thomas 
Rutter  to  their  minister.  They  increased,  and  continued  together 
for  9  years.  But  some  removing  to  the  country,  and  the  unbaptized 
Keithtans  falling  off,  the  society  in  a  manner  broke  up  in  1707; 
for  then  the  few  that  remained,  invited  the  regular  Baptists  to  join 
them,  and  were  incorporated  with  them. 

A  third  society  of  Keitbian  Quakers  was  at  Southampton,  in  Burk's 
county ;  and  a  fourth  at  Lower  Dublin.  But  many  of  these  societies, 
soon  also  found  water  in  the  commission,  and  were  baptized ;  and 
having  become  Baptists,  they  were  soon  divided  again,  on  the  disputed 
point  respecting  the  Sabbath.  Those  who  adhered  to  the  observance 
of  the  First-day  Sabbath,  in  both  societies,  united  with  the  church  at 
Pennepek. 

Thus  hav^  we  seen  that  the  Keithtan  Quakers  ended  in  a  kind  of 
transformation  into  Keitbian  Baptists :  they  were  also  called  Qua- 
ker Baptists,  became  thev  still  retained  the  language,  4ress,  and  man* 
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iiers  of  tbe  Quakert*  We  have  seen  also»  chat  the  Keitfatan  or  Quaker 
Baptists  ended  in  another  kind  of  transformation  into  Seyenth-^aj- 
Baptists,  though  some  went  among  the  First«day  Baptists  and  other 
societies.  HoweTer,  these  were  the  beginning  of  the  Sabbatarians  in 
Pennsylvania.  A  confession  of  faith  was  published  by  the  Keithiaa 
Baptists  in  1697  :  it  consisu  chiefly  of  the  articles  in  the  Aposdea' 
treed.  The  additions  are  articles  which  relate  to  baptism  by  immer- 
tion,  the  Lord's  supper ;  distinguishing  days  and  months  by  numerv 
kal  names,  plainness  of  language  and  dress,  not  swearing,  not  fight- 
ing, &c«  Morgan  Edwardi. 

Tunker  Baptists. 

**  Thbt  are  called  TunAen*  in  derision;  which  is  as  much  as  to  say, 
Softf  from  tutikerf  to  put  a  morul  itUo  sauce  ;  but  as  the  term  signifies 
Dippertt  they  may  rest  content  with  the  nicbname,  since  it  is  the  fate 
t>f  Baptists,  ii^  all  countries,  to  bear  some  cross  or  otlier.  They  are 
•Iso  called  TumhUr^t  from  the  manner  in  which  they  perform  baptism^ 
which  is  by  putting  the  party's  head  forward  under  water,  while  kneeL- 
iag,  so  as  to  resemble  the  motion  of  the  body  in  the  action  of  tumbling. 
The  Germans  sound  the  letters  /  and  h  like  d  and  /;  hence,  the  words 
Tuakert  and  Tumhkr*  have  been  corruptly  written  Dunkert  and  Dmi^ 
pUrj, 

^  The  first  appearing  of  these  people  in  America,  was  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  17 19,  when  about  20  families  landed  in  Philadelphia,  and 
dispersed  themselves,  some  to  Germantown,  some  to  Skippeck,  some 
to  Oley,  9ome  to  Connestogo,  and  elsewhere.  This  dispersion  incapac* 
itated  them  to  meet  for  publick  worship ;  and,  therefore,  they  soon  be- 
gan to  grow  lukewarm  in  religion.  But  in  the  year  1722,  Messrs.  Ba^ 
ker,  Gomery,  Gantz,  and  the  Frautrs,  visited  their  scattered  brethren, 
which  was  attended  with  a  great  revival,  insomuch  that  societies  were 
formed  wherever  a  number  of  families  were  within  reach  one  of  anoth- 
er. But  this  lasted  not  above  three  years.  They  settled  on  their  lees 
again,  till  about  thirty  families  more  of  their  persecuted  brethren  ar* 
rived  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1729,  which  both  quickened  them  agalOf 
and  increased  their  number  every  where.  These  two  companies  had 
been  members  of  one  and  the  same  church  which  originated  at 
Schwardzenau  in  the  year  1708.  The  first  constituents  were  Alezaiv* 
der  Mack  and  wife,  John  Kipin  and  wife,  George  Grevy,  Andreas 
Bhoney,  Lucas  Fetter,  and  Joanna  Nethigeinu  These  had  be^  bred 
Presbyterians,  except  Kipin,  who  was  a  Lutheran  ;  and,  being  neigh- 
bours, they  consorted  together  to  read  the  Bible,  and  edify  one  anoth- 
er in  the  way  they  had  been  brought  up ;  for  as  yet  they  did  not  know 
there  were  any  Baptists  in  the  world*  However,  believers'  baptism 
and  a  congregational  church  soon  gained  upon  them,  insomuch  that 
they  were  determined  to  obey  the  gospel  in  these  matters.  They  de- 
ured  Alexander  Mack  to  baptize  them ;  but  he,  deeming  himself  in 
reality  unbaptized,  refused.  Upon  which  they  cast  lots  to  find  who 
should  be  administrator.  On  whom  the  lot  fell  hath  been  carefully 
concealed.  However,  baptized  they  were  in  the  river  Eder  by 
Schwardzenau,  and  then  formed  themselves  into  a  church  |  choosing 

*  The  word  Tunkers^  in  German,  and  the  word  Bafituis,  in  Greek,  and  tlie 
word  Di/tfierSf  in  EnigUsh^  are  exactly  of  the  same  significatk3D.       J&dward&n 
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Alexander  M^ck  to  he  their  minister.  The^r  inereated  fasti  and  began 
to  spread  their  branches  to  Merienbom  and  Epstein,  having  John  Naass^ 
and  Christian  Levy  to  their  ministers  in  those  places.  But  persecution 
quickly  drove  them  thence*  some  to  Holland  and  some  to  Creyfelt* 
Soon  afcer»  the  mother  church  voluntarily  removed  from  Schward^ 
senau  to  Semstervin  in  Friezland,  and  from  thence  migrated  to* 
wards  Americai  in  1 7 1 9.  And  in  1 7  299  tliose  of  Creyfelt  and  Holland 
fbUowed  their  brethren. 

**  Thus  we  see  that  all  the  Tunker  churches  in  America  sprang 
firom  the  church  at  Schwardzenau  in  Germany;  that  that  church  began 
in  1 7089  witli  only  seven  souls*  and  that  in  a  place  where  no  Baptist 
had  been  in  the  memory  of  man*  nor  any  now  are.  In  6a  years  that 
Rttk  one  hceame  a  tbomand^  and  thai  small  one  a  great  natiou* 
'  <<  It  is  very  hard  to  give  a  true  account  of  the  principles  of  these 
Tunkers*  as  they  have  not  published  any  system  or  creed*  except  what 
two  individuals  have  put  forth,  which  have  not  been  publickly  avowed* 
However,  I  may  assert  the  following  things  concerning  them  from 
my  own  knowledge.  They  are  General  Baptistty  in  the  sense  which 
that  phrase  bears  in  Great- Britain  ;  but  not  A.rians  nor  Sociifians*  as 
most  of  their  brethren  in  Holland  are.  General  redemption  they  cer- 
tainly hold ;  and*  withal,  general  salvation  $  which  tenets*  though 
wrong,  are  consistent.  They  use  great  plainness  of  language  and 
dress,  like  the  Quakers ;  and  like  uiem  they  will  neither  swear  nor 
fight.  They  will  not  go  to  law,  nor  take  interest  for  the  money  they 
lend.  They  commonly  wear  their  beards  1  and  keep  the  First-day 
Sabbath,  except  one  congregation.  They  have  the  Lord^s  supper* 
with  its  ancient  attendants  of  love-feasts,  washing  feet*  kiss  of  charity* 
and  right  liand  of  fellowship.  They  anoint  the  sick  with  oil  for  re* 
covery ;  and  use  the  trine  immersion  of  laying«on-of-hands  and  prayer* 
even  while  the  person  baptized  is  in  the  water ;  which  may  easily  be 
done,  as  the  party  kneels  down  to  be  baptized,  and  continues  in  that 
posture  till  both  prayer  and  imposition  of  hands  be  performed.  But 
though  their  baptism  be  well  contrived  for  trine  immersion*  yet  it  loses 
its  resemblance  of  a  burial.  Their  church  government  is  purely  re- 
publican, and  their  discipline  the  same  with  those  of  the  English  Bap* 
tists,  except  that  in  Maryland  they  have  a  superintendant*  whose  name 
is  Daniel  Leatherman :  to  him  is  referred  the  decision  of  variances 
among  the  ministers  and  people ;  and  as  the  Tunkers  call  all  their  or« 
dained  ministers  Btshops^  it  follows  that  Leatherman  holds  the  rank  of 
jfrchhtsbop.  Every  brother  is  allowed  to  stand  up  in  the  congregation 
to  speak,  in  a  way  of  exhortation  and  expounding ;  and  when  by  these 
means  they  find  a  man  eminent  for  knowledge  and  apineet  to  teach* 
they  choose  him  to  be  a  minister*  and  ordain  him  with  imposition  of 
hands,  attended  with  fasting  and  prayer,  and  giving  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship.  They  also  have  deacons ;  and  ancient  women  for  deacon- 
esses; and  exhorcers,  who'' are  licensed  to  use  their  gifts  sutedly^ 
They  pay  not  dieir  ministers*  unless  it  be  in  the  way  of  presents* 
though  Uiey  admit  their  right  to  pay ;  neither  do  the  ministers  assert 
the  right,  esteeming  it  more  blessed  to  give  tban  to  receive.  Their  ac- 
quatntance  with  the  Bible  is  admirable.  In  a  word,  they  are  meek 
and  pious  Chrisdansi  and  have  justly  acquired  the  character  of  the 
Uarmtess  Tunkers. 
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*^  Of  these  Atre  are  b  PennsyhraiUA  15  cborches ;  to  wbicl^  m9^^ 
tain  8  ordained  xninitters,  and  13  exhojters  or  probatloaers,  and  4. 
meeting-houses.  The  reaion  of  their  having  no  more  places  of  wor&hip 
is,  that  they  choose  rather  to  meet  from  house  to  house,  in  iqutation  cSf 
the  primitive  Christians.  Their  number  of  families  is  about  4 1 9,  whicht 
allowing  five  to  a  family,  contain  about  2095  squls»  whereof  7$^  azip 
baptized  and  in  conununion.'^ 

These  Tunker  churches  were  situated  at  different  distances^  in  a 
western  direction  from  Philadelphia,  and  but  few  of  them  were  over  a 
hundred  miles  from  that  city.  Mr.  Edwards  haa  given  a  particular 
history  of  each  of  them,  the  most  remarkable  of  which,  and  the  only 
one  whose  history  we  shall  here  relate,  is  that  at  Ephrata. 

«  This  church  is  distinguished  by  the  above  name,  which  is  the 
same  of  the  villagje  where  it  exists,  in  Cocojico  township,  and  Iaoo*- 
ter  county,  60  mUes  to  the  westward  of  Philadelphia.  The  same  vil* 
lage  is  frequently  called  Ttmkers  i9wn»  It  consists  of  between  30  and 
40  buildings,  9xid  stands  on  a  parcel  of  land  coQUining  155  aicre% 
The  land  is  formed  into  a.triangle  by  tlie  crossings  of  the  Paxton  and 
Lancaster  roads,  and  Cocolico  river.  The  places  of  worship  in  the 
village  are  three.  One^  called  Sharoth  adjoins  the  sisters'  apartment 
by  way  of  chapeL  The  other,  called  Bethany^  is  a  chapel  belongii^ 
to  the  apartments  of  the  brethren,  where  they  resort  to  worship,  mor%- 
hig  and  evening,  and  sometimes  in  the  night,  as  the  sisters  also  do  ip 
the  other  chapel.  The  third  is  a  common  church,  called  Zioo,  bnllt 
on  the  summit  of  a  little  hill,  about  aoo  yards  distant  from  the  othex^ 
Here,  the  single  brethren  and  single  sisters,  the  married  people  an4 
their  children,  meet  once  a  week  for  publick  worships  The  hrethrep 
have  adopted  the  dress  of  the  white  friars,  with  some  alteration,  and 
the  sisters  chat  of  the  nuns ;  and  both,  like  them,  have  taken  the  vow 
of  ^libacy.  But  some  break  through  the  vow :  then  they  quit  their 
cellsy  and  ^o  to  the  ne^bbourhood  among  the  married  people*  A]f 
the  fraternity  wear  their  beards.  Their  Uvelihood  they  get  by  cult^ 
vatin^'  the  landi  by  a  printing-of&ce,  by  a  grist-mill,  a  paper<*mtll,.  a* 
oil-radU  Ate.  and  the  sisters  by  spinning,  weaving,  sewing,  &c  They 
slept  at  first  OR  board  couches  with  blocks  for  pillows,  but  now  deep^oa 
beds,  and  have  otherwise  abated  much  of  the  severity  of  their  oide& 
They  keep  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  for  Sabbath,  to  which  th(Mr 
founder  had  been  proselyted  by  the  remains  of  the  Keithian  Bap- 
tists, particularly  Rev.  Thomas  Rutter,  who,  in  this  affair,  was  the  dis- 
ciple of  Abd  MoUe. 

^  From  the  uncouth  dress,  the  recluse  and  ascetick  life  of  ditse  people^ 
•our  aspects  and  rough  manners  might  be  expected;  hot  on  the  contra- 
ry, a  smiling  innocence  and  meekness  grace  their  countenances,  and  a 
aoftness  of  tone  and  accent  adorn  their  conversation,  and  make  their 
deportment  gentle  and  obliging.  Their  singing  is  charming,  partly 
owing  tfi  the  pleasantness  of  their  voices,  the  variety  of  paits  they  carry 
on  together,  and  the  devout  manner  ct  performance.  The  familiee 
belonging  to  the  society  are  about  40,  whereof  about  135  persons,  ti^ 
duding  the  single  bretluren  and  sisters,  ave  baptiaed  and  in  coramnnion. 
This  was  their  sute  in  1770,  They  had  their  existence  as  a  socieqr« 
on  Nov.  12,  1724*  when  Conrad  Beissel,  Joseph  Shaffer,  John  Moyer 
and  vrife,  Henrick  Hehn  and  wife,  and  Veronica  Frederick,  were  bap- 


tiied  in  Pequea  river  by  Rev.  Peter  Baker.  The  same  daj,  these  seted' 
incorporated  into  a  church,  and  cho^  Conrad  Beissel  to  be  their  min* 
•istcr.  After  this,  they  continued  $ome  time  tit  Mill-Creek  i  and  then, 
temoviifkg  about  three  miles  northward,  pitched  on  the  land  of  Rudolph 
Neagley,  in  Earl  township.  Here  they  continued  about  seven  years» 
find  hither  resorted  many  to  see  them,  some  of  which  joined  their 
society.  Here  they  began  their  economy,  the  men  living  by  thi^oo^ 
selves  on  the  fore-mentioned  lands,  and  (lie  women  also  by  themselves 
on  the  adjoining  lands  of  John  Moyly.  Here  Conrad  Beisselappofaift^ 
ed  two  elders  and  a  matron  to  preside  over  his  church  in  tlie  wilder* 
ncis,  binding  them  by  a  solemn  promise,  and  at  Ithe  same  time  givfaig 
to  each  a  Testament,  to  govern  according  to  the  rules  of  diat  foook^ 
Then  he  withdrew,  and  made  as  though  they  should  see  him  no  more. 
This  was  done  in  1733*  He  travelled  northward  till  he  came  to  th# 
«pot  where  Ephrata  or  Tunkerstown  now  stands,  zAd  with  his  ho6 
(ilanted  Indian  com  and  toots  for  his  subsistence.  But  he  had  not 
been  long  in  the  place,  before  the  society  fotmd  him  outj  and  repaired 
to  his  little  cot ;  the  brethren  settling  with  him  on  the  west  banks  of 
Cocolico,  and  the  sisters  on  the  east»  all  in  sight  of  one  anotisr,  with  the 
river  running  between  thenu  The  nert  year  they  set  about  building 
their  village,  beginning  with  a  place  of  worship.  The  village  is  in* 
riosed  with  a  Eu*ge  ditch,  and  fortified  with  posts,  and  rails,  and 
Quicksets.'' 

The  author  of  the  foregoing  account  has  also  given  biograpiiical 
iketches  of  the  ministers  by  which  these  churches  were  supplied.  The 
most  distinguished  of  which,  were  Alexander  Mack,  Conrad  Beisseb 
and  Peter  Miller. 

'  ^  ALBXANDga  Mack,  w;as  bom  in  the  year  1680  at  SchHsbeim,  iti 
Germany.  He  was  educated  a  Calvinist,  but  embraced  the  Baptist 
principles,  ia  1708,  abiived  in  this  country,  with  many  of  his  congre* 

Sttion,  in  1729,  and  became  a  minister  of  Beggarstown,  in  the  tawn^ 
ip  of  Germantown,  near  Philadelphia,  the  same  yeai-,  where  he  con* 
ttnued  till  he  died,  in  1735*  Mr.  Mack  was  a  man  of  real  piety^ 
He  had  a  handsome  (matrimony  at  Schrisheim»  with  a  profitable  mill 
and  vineyards  thereon ;  but  he  spent  all  in  raising  and  maintaining  his 
ehurch  at  Schwardaenau,  whereof  he  was  father,  a«id  father  of  all  th# 
Tunkers. 

<*CoNaAO  Beissel,  founder  of  the  society  at  Ephrata.  This  wae 
kis  red  name ;  but  when  he  became  a  Baptist^  he  assumed  the  name  of 
Freidsam  Gottrecht,  and  gave  new  names  to  all  the  brethren  and  sisters. 
He  was  bom  m  1690,  at  Kberback,  in  Germany.  Bred  a  Presbyteriam 
Arrived  in  Bostoq,  in  1720.  Thence  he  and  his  two  companion, 
6tunts  and  Steifiel,  travelled  westward  to  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  a» 
bermiu  about  Mill-Creek,  and  the  Swede-Spring  in  Lancaster  county. 
He.embraced  the  pirinciples  of  the  Baptisu  in  1724*  Died  J^ly  Of 
1768,  and  Was  buried  at  Ephrata* 

As  for  his  character,  I  give  it  in  the  words  of  one  who  knew  him 
Well»   **  He  was  very  itrict  in  his  morals^  and  practised  self<denilil 
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and  monificatioa  te  an  uncommon  degree.  Enthnsiastick  and  whtm* 
flical,  he  certainly  was  9  ^at  an  apparent  devoatnesi  and  sincerity  ma 
through  all  his  oddities.  He  was  not  an  adept  in  any  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  sciences,  except  mastrk,  in  which  he  excelled.  He  composed 
and  set  to  musick,  in  three,  four,  six,  and  eight  parts*  a  folio  volume 
of  hymns,  and  another  of  anthems.  He  published  a  dissertation  oc 
the  fall  of  man,  in  the  mysterious  strain  ;  also  a  volume  of  letters. 
He  left  behindi  feveral  books  m  mrauuscrrpt,  curiously  written  and 
mbellisbed.'' 

PsTEa  MiLLia.  He  was  bom  in  1 709,  hi  the  bailiwick  of  Kaifen 
kotern,  in  Germany  \  had  his  education  in  the  University  at  Heiklew 
berg ;  came  to  this  country  in  1750,  and  settled  with  the  Dutch  Presby* 
lerians  in  Philadelphfa :  there  he  was  ordained  by  Kev.  Messrs.  Teif- 
nant  Boyd,  and  Andrews,  the  same  year.  He  embraced  the  principles 
of  the  Baptists  in  1 735,  and  in  1 744  received  another  ordination  frota 
Kev.  Conrad  Beissel,  to  be  prior  of  the  society  at  Ephrata.  Dr.  Dongw 
las,  in  his  history  of  .the  provinces,  saithi  that  he  is  a  good  scholar,  and 
writes  fine  latin."* 

The  main  body  of  Tunker  Baptists  in  America  are,  at  ^present,  as 
they  ever  have  been,  in  Pennsylvania.  But  besides  those  in  that  State» 
there  were,  in  the  year  1770,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards,  (who  took 
unwearied  pains  to  learn  their  history,  and  ascertain  their  numbers)  in 
Maryland,  4  churches  of  these  people,  in  which  were  9  ministers,  and 
58a  members.  The  number  of  families,  out  of  which  the  4  diurchet 
were  collected  was  169. 

In  Virginia  were  2  churches  which  contained  together  56  members* 
The  cunober  of  ministers  was  3,  and  the  families  ioo» 

In  North- Carolina  were  3  churches,  4  ministers,  88  families,  and 
100  members* 

In  South-Carolina,  there  were  at  the  same  time  3  churches,  but  one 
minister,  whose  name  was  David  Martin.  He  was  a  natiVe  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  some  distinction,  and  tm 
have  home  an  excellent  character.  The  families  were  63,  and  the 
number  of  members  io8* 

There  was,  also,  a  church  of  the  Tunkers  at  Amwell,  in  New.Jcr- 
sey,  which  was  formed  in  the  year  1733 ;  it  is  now  m  a  comfortable 
condition. 

From  .the  whole,  it  appears  by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  there  were  of  the 
Tunkers,  in  America,  about  40  years  ago,  28  churches,  m  which  (ex- 
cepting the  one  in  New-Jersey)  were  1455  communicants  \  ^nd  that 
to  these  churches,  appertained  upwards  of  20  ordained  ministers  or 
bishops,  and  nearly  the  same  number  of  exhorters.  And  the  number 
of  Tunker  families  was  669,  which,  allowing  five  to  a  family,  Mn 
Edwards's  uniform  and  probably  correct  mode  of  computation,  makes 
the  whole  population  of  the  Tunkers  3345- 

By  a  statement  of  Mr.  Edwards  for  1790,  it  appears,  that  of 
the  Touker  Baptists  there  was  at  that  time  one  church  in  New.  Jersey, 
f^  ia  Pennsylvania,  7  in  Maryland,  and  in  the  more  southern  Stately 

^  BdwarA's  Hi|l9V7  ^  the  BaptisU  v^  PeoDsrlvama,  p.  64-^0^ 
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»q;  v^iangiaM  53  ;*  fo  that  tbey  had  received  the  mddttioti  of  fiird 
«hurehes  m  30  years.  But  what  has  been  their  progress  since  the  last^ 
mentioned  date,  or  what  is  their  present  situation  as  to  numbers,  kc*  I 
have  not  -been  able  to  learn.  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Rogers  of  Phila* 
delpbia«  and  others*  that  *<  it  is,  at  present,  a  fixed  principle  with  thun, 
to  make  no  conunuoication  ;  and  that  tbey  feel  hurt  when  kiterroga* 
Ced  respecting  tbeir  society."  Indeed,  they  haT«  always  been  shy  of 
the  £nglish|  and  suspicious  of  encroachment  and  exposure ;  and  under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  surprising  how  Mr.  Edwards,  without  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  German  language,  could  gain  such  correct  and 
extensive  inforaiaiion  re|;ipecting  them,  as  he  has  recorded  in  his  his- 
torical works- 
Many  of  the  churches  mentioned  by  him  have  become  extinct,  and 
#thers  have  suffered  great  diminutions,  and  it  is  generally  believed  that 
their  society  is  declining  {  but  still  they  are  considerably  numerous  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  and  small  deuchments  of  them  are  to  be 
found  in  most  of  the  southern  and  western  States.  While  they  have 
declined  in  some  places,  and  become  extinct  in  others,  they  have  .emU 
grated  to  remoter  regions,  and  formed  new  establishments,  some  of 
which  are  very  Urge.  One  of  these  is  in  the  Allegany  Mountaitis,  m 
Bomerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  a  place  called  Mothers*  Valley, 
near  die  town  of  Berlin,  about  200  miles  westward  -of  Philadelphia. 
There  i^  also,  another  large  society  tn  the  Ked-stone  county,  beyond 
the  mountains,  on  Jacob's-Creek,  in  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  West- 
moreland* It  is  believed,  that  some  other  societies  have  been  formed 
in  Pennsylvania,  since  Mr.  Edwards'^  account  was  taken ;  but  I  have 
been  able  to  learn  nothing  respecting  them. 

These  people  have  also  become  adventurers  to  the  western  Static 
«f  Ohio  and  Kentucky ;  and  some  of  them,  I  have  been  ii^orm«d» 
have  settled  not  far  from  Detroit,  in  the  Michigan  Territory. 

•  the  following  anecdote  of  a  preacher  from  that  country,  by  the 
name  of  John  Messemer,  was  related  tome  by  the  Rev.  David  Jones, 
•of  the  Great  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  it  was  related  by  Mr. 
Messemer  himself. 

•*  While  visiting  my  biethren  in  these  parts,^  {said  the  Tnnker  in 
lits  broken  English)  '« I  thought  I  would  so  to  de  city  of  Philadelphia^ 
•and  hear  some  of  de  preachers  dere.  I  m-st  went  to  hear  de  Univer- 
salists ;  and  I  found  dey  preach  no  hiii  dere,  but  dey  seem  have  no  r»« 
ligton  too.  I  neat  go  to  hear  de  Methodists,  and  dey  preach  ali  heO, 
but  dey  seem  have  good  deal  religion  too.  I  next  go  to  hear  de  Bu>- 
tists,  and  dey  preach  «ome  iili  and  some  havm^  and  this  I  thought 
was  de  rightest  way.'' 

It  is  dimcult  to  say  what  are  the  definite  doctrinal  sentiments  of 
the  Tunkers  1  it  is  said,  however,  that  they  hold  the  doctrine  of  wik 
versal  salvation,  and  hence  they  are  often  called  Universalists ;  but 
this  sentiment  they  are  not  forward  to  advance,  nor  strenuous  to  de- 
fend ;  and  it  is  probable  they  maintain  it  with  some  peculiar  qualifi- 
'Cations* 

The  Tunkers  still  maintain  their  former  simpUeity,  and  most^ 
those  distinguished  religious  maxims  and  peculiar  domesiick,  habits, 

♦  Edwards's  History  ef  (!hc  Baptl^  Ik  Kew- Jei-sey,  p.  ife. 
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which  Mr.  E^watds  tscr%0s to  thaiu  Tfaf  \\j  thr  Tftwi  iitfni^(|iiim  T 
am  gain,  they  have  niiieh  depreciated  as  to  Tttal  religioo»  aad  aippeav 
too  generAUy  contented  with  keeping  up  their  eitenialforiaB,  whalebvl 
little  of  the  power  of  godliness  is  to  be  fbood  amongst  thens.  Bat  as 
thtf  have  not  confonned  to  the  nnseriptimd  traditions  of  men,  fant 
have,  in  the  midst  of  their  lukewarmness  and  declension,  preserved  «« 
fentially  the  primitive  mode  of  administering  the  ordinance  of  Bap* 
|isn%  we  shall  give  them  a  plape  among  tl^  American  fij^itistk 

"MennonUes. 

•  • 

i<  Thbss  have  their  denomination  from  the  personal  name  of  Meor 
^  Simony  a  native  of  Witmarsi  and  a  man  of  parts  and  learning,  who 
4:arried  the  reformatipnone  step  fiirther  than  either  Lather  or  Calvin  | 
and  who^ne  doubti  would  hat^  been  ranked  with  the  chief  reform* 
ers,  had  thtro  not  been  some  cross-grained  fatality  attending  the  las^^ 
^nbl^  ^eeds  of  Baptists,  to  prevent  their  having,  in  thi^  worldL  <h« 
praise  they  des^ve.    H^  was.  bpm  iu  the  year  1 505.    Got  into  or* 
ders  tn  1528.    Continued  a  famoos  i»eacber  and  disputer  to  155  i, 
when  he  began  to  enspect  tb^  raltdity  of  many  things  in  the  church 
fiS  Romot  and  among  the  rest,  that  of  infoni  bt^km*     He  discover^ 
his  suspicions  £rst  to  the  doctors  of  his  own  fraternity  1  but  they^ 
resolving  all  to  the  authority  of  the  churchy  relieved  him  not.     Theii 
he  visited  Luther  and  many  besides,  who  had»  at  the  tim^  avowed 
the  word  of  God  10  be  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice  h^  reliff- 
ioni  concernments.    What  sod^action  th^y  gave  him,  touching  ow^ 
^r  matters,  I  do  not  find  $  but  their  grounding  infant  baptism  <hi 
tsonsequenc^s*  and  expedienoe,'  rather  than  on  «ny  express  precept  or 
pseeedrot,  increased  his  sosfucion*    tie  th^n  bet€>Q)c  himself  to  tho 
close  study  o£  the  Nei^Testamcal  and  ecclcstasiical  history  {  and  findr 
|itg  no  traces  of  it  in  the  first  a;id  second  century,  iv>r  yet  in  tho 
word  of  God  )  and  strong  indicatiofis  of  hRivers*  ki^tkm  in  both,  ho 
xtnounced  the  formfr«  a^d  ^mbrac^  the  principles  of  the  Baptist^ 
notwithstanding  the  disgrace  which  the  profession  had  been  hfought 
iunder  by  (he  appesorance  of  some  Baptisis  in  the  insurrection  of  those 
times,  which  were  conunon  throughout  mpst  paru  .of  Gerinanjr*^ 
Tiitse .  insurrections  were  not  of  the  religious  kindi  but  struggles  of 
.tiic  people  for  civil  liberty  against  the  tyrs^nny  and  oppression  of  tbf!  • 
j>rin<:es.    In  some  of  these,  not  a  Protestant  ^f  any  denomination  was 
4auDd.    1q  none  of  them  were  the  Prot^sunt  Baptists  ^th^  the  agi« 
gators  pr;tbe  most  numerous ;  j)0»  not  in  Uiat  of  Mumter.    The  coi^ 
trivers  of  this,  and  the  first  that  appeared  in  it,  are  well  Vnown  to  be . 
~pf  other  denominationift  ;•  and  though  three  Baptists,  one  by  his  we^tb, 
j^  tbe, other  tvfo  by  their  superior  skill  and  courtge,  became  priiici- 
jp^s  infighting  die  tyrant  and  defending  the  to^n,  yet,  had  thicy  i^^ 
ll^v.g\|4t  of.  |he  plotters  nor  of  the  first  insurgents  ^  npr  were  the 
^0tiat%  uofter  tl^ir  cofiwnand,  many,  in  comparison  .of  the  other  citi-  • 
zens  and  boon  which  made  the  yrhole  bo^y  of  the  madmen  of  lHumUr^  , 
Wi^i^  igpOiCidM*'    i^vertheles9,  the  blame  of  the  i|?hole,.is  fixed  on 
tHf  SaptiitSt  cofuntry  to «11  hit  dealing  a^d  thehistDrica}  evideizce  of 

I  ^yi  pmncs  feise  germamac  partes  hac  cootagio  pervTist 
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fifcUi  i^cl  fdlo«»dieiB  to  Ihii  day  erta  ia  fiore^a  cotmiriM.  Memo 
oonltoped  preachtag  aad  planting  ehuriehea  in  the  vaiioos  parts  ef  the 
low  €oiiatrtes»  for  a  coarse  of  about  thirty  yearit  and  died  in  peaoe» 
January  31*  15619  after  havbg  been  hunted  likr  a  partridge  oi^  the 
mounutn  by  both  Protefitants  and  Papi&ta»  Tbe  fokh  and  order  of 
this  eminent  refonaer  may  in  some  aieasure  be  gathered  from  thft 
fragments  of  his  works  which  are  now  extant.  A  (kfteml  Btfiuty  as 
that  character  is  understood  in  Great-Britain,  he  certainly  wasf  but 
I  have  not  seen  sufficient  evidence  of  his  beine  what  is  now  called 
an  Arian  or  Socinian.  I  rather  think  that  the  term  Arminian  or 
Itemonstrant*  would  better  suit  his  religious  sentiments.  But  tho 
Meaaonites  in  FennsylvaBfa,  and  in  other  pans  of  the  world»  have 
aomewhat  deviated  from  Menno»  in  matters  both  of  faith  and  practice  ^ 
particularly  in  that  of  baptism.  He»  in  his  Declaration  concerning 
Christian  baptispi  in  water,  printed  in  1559^  pagt  S44  expressly  saiih^ 
f*  After  we  have  searched  ever  so  diltgeatly«  we  shall  find  no  other 
baptiMA  besides  dippmx  m  vntiert  which  is  acceptable  to  God,  and  mm^ 
tained  m  his  woipd,"  After  which  he*  addsi  page  39,  *vLet  who  wili 
P{>pose,  tins  is  the  only  mode  of  baptism  that  Christ  Jesus  institutedt 
and  the  Apostles  taught  ^nd  practised.^'  Accordingly  Menno  waa 
dipped,  and  did  dip  others.  His  succetsort  did  the  eanei  except  when 
they  made  proselytes  in  prisonst  or  were  hmdered  from  going  to  rivers  1 
imd  this  they  excused  from  a  consideration  of  necessity  }  just  as  Cyp-* 
nan»  in  his  &gAk  epistle,  excuses  the  uaage  of  sfrmiling  or fourmg  in« 
stead  of  d^fiug^  because  the  subjects  were  c<Mifined  to  their  beds* 
which  made  it  be  called  Chnkal  Baptism*  But*  as  in  Africa  so  ia  £ut 
rope,  what  was  done  at  first,  out  <k  a  supposed  necessity,  became  ufn 
lerwarda  to  be  practised  out  of  choice.  What  excused  die  Mennon- 
ifees  in  EuropCy  excuse  them  not  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  former  they 
made  converts  in  prisons^  whom  they  could  pot  lead  to  the  water,  and 
therefore  fetched  wa^r  to  them.  In  the  former  they  were  hindered 
fitnn  going  to  rivers,  and  therefore  did  as  well  as  they  could  in  tbf 
iaaer  chambers )  bu^  m  Pennsylvania,  every  one  noay  do  what  is  righc 
in  his  own  sight,  without  eithpr  fear  or  shame.  It  is  earnestly  prayed, 
therefove,  that  the  Meunonites^of  America  will  recvim  to  follow  Menna 
in  an  affair  wherein  he  was  so  eminent  a  follower  of  Christ,  and  hn 
Apostles ;  especiaUy  as  so  many  ef  the  comn^on  people  have  desired  a 
restoration  of  immenimif  and  have  gone  oS  to  the  Tankers  for  the 
want  of  it.  Touchbg  the  subjects  of  baptism,  the  Meanonites  still 
retain  their  intenity,  by  administering  the  ordinance  to  none  but  those 
who  profess  faith  and  repentance,  and  make  vows  of  subjeotion  to  the 
Cospel  of  Christ  \  which  keeps  up  the  distinction  between  world  and 
^ittireb  ;  for  where  baptizing  infl^lts  prevailSf  th^re  can  be  no  worldi 
aU  ate  dmrch  s  but  they  do  not  prefer  i^fing*  Their  common  meth- 
od is  this ;.  The  person  to  be  baptiaed  kneels  1  the  minisier  holdf  hta 
)iands  oter  biro,  into  which  the  deacon  pours  water,  and  throngh 
arfitch  it  runs  on  the  crown  of  the  kneelipg  person's  head  1  after  which 
follow  imposition  of  hands,  ai^l  pra^yen  The  parents  sometimes  insist 
PR  their  children's  being  bapfii^d  before  ih&f  will  consent  to  their 
marriage  1  which  I  widi  they  would  not,  lut  any  be  forced,  to.  a: 
thing,  which  should  be  a  matter  of  personal  choice,  following  convic- 
tions and  calls  of  conscience ;  for  then  only  is  baptism  what  it  should 
)lf,  fti  atiimr  of  d good  co^uiinci  towards  God,     i  Peter,  iti.  2  ;. 
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«  ^  The  prineiples  tnd  practices  of  the  if etiiMmites  in  Penitsylvank 
«i«y  be  seen  in  their  Confession  of  Faitby  published  at  Philadelphia*  ia 
1727.  This  coofesMon,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  orthodox ;  and  is  no  other 
than  a  translatfan  of  that  framed  and  pablished  at  Dordrecht,  in  1651^ 
bf  deputies  from  all  the  Mennonites  in  Eotope.  •  Bat  as  the  book  it 
•carce,  f  may  be  allowed  to  mention  some  particulars. 

«« The  Mennonites  do  not,  like  the  Tunkersy  hold  the  doctrine  of 
'^tmrd  mhktiou  $  yety  like  them,  they  will  neither  swear  nor  fighf»  nor 
bear  any  civil  office,  nor  go  to  law,  nor  take  interest  for  the  money 
diey  lend,  (thowgh  many  break  through  this  last.)  Some  of  them  yet 
wear  their  beards ;  nor  are  the  ancient  rites  of  vtatbmgfui^  &c.  vhoUy 
out  of  use  among  them.  They,  like  the  Tnnkcrs,  use  Rreat  plainness 
of  speech  and  dress.  This  last  is  so  capital  a  point  with  them,  that 
some  have  been  expelled  from  their  societies,  for  having  buckles  10 
iheir  shoes,  and  pocket4ioles  to  their  coats.  Their  church  government 
like  that  of  all  Baptists,  is  whc^ly  deaiocratical  or  republican.  Their 
ministers  they  chooie  by  balloting  ;  and  when  two  or  more  are  th« 
Bominated,  they  leave  it  to  the  decision  of  lots,  which  shall  be  the  man* 
They  do  not  pay  them ;  nor  do  their  ministers  assert  their  right  to  a 
Kvelthood  from  the  Gospd.  They  are  put  into  their  o^ce,  by  the  lay* 
iag  on  of  the  bands  of  the  presbytery,  attended  with  fasting  and  prayer. 
They  call  their  ordained  ministers  bishops,  which  term,  though  as  scrip- 
tural as  pastor^elder,  ft c.  other  dissenters  avoid,  as  if  they  were  conscious 
that  the  prc^>er  office  of  bishop  is  not  among  them.  The  brothers  are  aU 
lowed  to  speak  in  the  church  by  way  of  exhortation  or  expounding,  but 
are  not  permitted  to  preach  publickiy,  till  diey  obuin  license  from  the 
church.  These  they  call  preachers,  helps,  exkorters.  Their  aim  in 
America,  is  to  have  a  fwut  ministry  rather  than  a  karmd  one ;  but  ia 
Europe  they  covet  both,  and  have  a  college  among  them  for  the  pur-« 
pose.*  The  epithets  which  these  people  give  themselves  in  dieir  writ* 
ings  are,  HarmkaChrisHam^  Revenjieleti  Chrhiianif  tVeafonlw  Christian^ 
ftc.  and  as  such  are  they  considered  by  the  rulers  of  the  province,  and 
by  those  of  other  States.  Remarkable,  on  this  subject  are  the  words 
of  the  Dutch  ambassador  (Van  Benning)  to  Monsieur  de  T^renne  1 
^  The  Mennonites  are  good  people,  and  the  most  commodious  to  a 
State  of  any  in  the  world;  partly  because  they  do  not  aspire  to 
places  of  dignity ;  partly  because  they  edify  the  community  by  the 
simplicity  of  their  manners,  and  application  to  arts  and  industry ;  and 
partly  because  we  iear  no  rebellion  from  a  sect,  who  make  it  an  article 
of  their  faith  never  to  bear  arms.'*  Their  industry  and  frugality 
they  carried  with  them  to  Pennsylvania,  and  thereby  are  become  very 
wealthy.  Some  Mennonttis  families  were  in  the  province  as  early  as 
the  year  169a,  who  came  hidier  from  New-York  governments  which 
at  first  belonged  to  the  Dutch>  and  was  called  New.Netheriands,  ex^ 
tending  from  the  river  Delaware  to  the  river  of  Connecticut.  They  set^ 
ded  in  the  neighbourhood,  now  called  Germantown  and  Frankfort,  5tc* 
Other  families  soon  followed ;  and  after  them  many  came  directly  from 
Europe,  insomuch  that  May  23,  lyoSf  there  was  a  church  settled  at 
Crermantown,  consisting  of  5  s  memberii,  which  exists  to  this  day,  and 
is  not  only  the  first  in  tlie  province,  bur,  in  some  sort,  the  mother  of  ^ 

*  At  Amsterdam,  ' 
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Ae  rest,  tn  about  i6  years  after,  this  cfiurch  had  bramelied  out  fa 
Sklppek,  CouestQgo,  Great-Swamp,  and  Monatonjr,  and  become  five^ 
dhurches  i  to  which  appertained  16  ministers,  vix.  Rev.  Messrs.  Jacob 
GQOttschfilk,  Henry  Knlb,  Martin  Kolb,  Cleas  Johnsen,  Micliael  Zei- 
f»1er,  John  Gorgas,  John  Conerads,  Cleas  Rtttmghausen,  Hans  Barg« 
haltzer.  Christian  Heer,  Benedict  Hirclfy,  Martin  Beer,  Jobnires  Bow. 
anan,  Velter  Clemer,  Daniel  Langaaecker,  and  Jacob  Beghtlf.  l*he 
present  (1770)  state  of  the  Merinoniies  m  this  province  is  as  follows  : 
1st,  Their  churches,  which  contain  many  branches,  are  13.  2'd,  ihs 
meetinghouses  belonging  to  them  are  4a.  3d»  Their  ordained 
ministers  or  bishops  are  15.  4th9  Their  probationary  or  trcensed 
preachers  are  53.  5th,  The  famih'es  are  about  Rio,  which,  allowing 
*^  to  a  family,  contain  4050  souls  ;  whn'eof  1 448  persons  are  baptized 
and  members  of  their  churches.  This  account,  I  believe,  is  pretty  ex- 
act, except  |he  county  of  Lancaster  hath  introduced  any  error  into  it ; 
for  in  that  ^unty  I  have  not  met  with  as  much  readiness  to  give  me 
the  information  I  sought,  as  in  ihe  other  counties  ;  owing,  I  believe  to 
a  suspicion,  that  a  knowledge  of  their  skata  would  some  way  or  other 
le  to  their  prejudice. 

**  In  the  year  1743,  ^^  Mennonitcs  began  a  settlement  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland,  56  miles  N.  W.  from  Annapolis,  and  laa  S.W.  from 
Philadelphia;  and  in  1770,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards's  account^ 
their  society  had  increased  to  about  400  families,  ixi  which,  allowing  5 
fo  a  family,  were  2000  souls,  whereof  861  were  baptized.  In  uii 
large  community  were  five  ordained  ministers  or  bi&hops.  The  V^tn^ 
nonites,  also  founded  a  society  in  Augusta  county,  Virginia,  in  die 
year  1 73  2,  which,  at  the  time  above-mentioned,  had  increased  to  about 
100  families,  whereof  52  were  baptized.*** 

From  the  foregoing  accounts  it  appears,  that  there  were  qf  the  Men* 
nonites  in  America,  in  the  year  1770,  15  churches;  about  20  ordained 
ministers  or  bishcps,  as  they  call  them  ;  between  50  and  60  probation- 
ary or  licensed  preachers  ;  2361  communicants  ;  1310  families ;  and* 
allowing  5  to  a  family,  6550  souls.  Their  number  has  probably  de« 
creased  since  that  period,  although  they  are  at  present  considerably 
numerous.  But  as  they  have  changed  the  admintstratfon  of  baptism, 
from  immersion  to  affusion,  and  thereby  not  only  departed  from  the 
4)nly  scriptural  mode  of  administering  this  ordinance,  but  also  from 
|}ie  example  of  the  noble  founder  of  this  sect,  we  shall  wholly  leave 
Them  out  in  our  enumeration  of  the  American  Baptists. 

*  lid  wards  s  History  of  tkc  Baptists  in  Pennsylvanin*  p.  90 — 9S. 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

Missianarj  Societies. 

THE  most  consiclerable  iDscimttoo  of  this  kind  among  the  Baptists 
in  America  was  formed  at  Boston  in  1802.  It  must  be  considered  as 
gn  appendage  of  the  Warren  Associadon*  as  its  principal  promocen 
were  members  of  that  bod^.  Since  the  Boston  Association  has  been 
fonned»  it  has  been  patronised  bj  both  of  these  communities.  About 
the  time  this  society  arose»  ,there  were  many  Macedonian  cries  froot 
different  paru  of  the  countryi  and  a  number  of  zealous  preachers  stood 
leady  Co  go  forth  to  labour  among  the  destitutei  provided  they  could 
have  some  assistance  to  bear  them  on  the  way.  In  this  posture  of  a& 
fairs,  proposition  was  made  by  Dr.  Baldwin  and  others  for  establish!^ 
a  society  upon  a  missionary  plan.  Many  were  fearful  of  engaging  in 
the  undertaking  \  but  an  attempt  was  made,  which  has  been  crowned 
with  abundant  success.  The  first  year  they  received  but  about  150 
dollars*  but  their  receipts  have  increased  yearly,  so  that  they  hav^ 
now  in  eleven  years  received  about  1 2,000  dollars  ;  most  of  which  has 
Wen  expended  in  tending  missionaries  in  the  District  of  Maine*  in  No«- 
va^Scotia,  in  the  Canadas,  and  in  the  back  settlements  of  New-Hamf^ 
shire,  Vermont,  New-York,  and  some  other  States. 

The  ministers  who  have  been  employed  by  this  society,  are  Eldeis 
Isaac  Case,  Joseph  Cornell,  Peter  P.  Roots,  Lemuel  Cove),  John  Trippi 
David  Irish,  Jesse  Hartwell,  Phinehas  Pilsbury,  Henry  Hale,  Barna- 
bas Perkins,  Samuel  Rowly.  Clark  Kendrick,  Samuel  Ambrose,  Ste- 
phen Parsons,  Hezekiah  Pettet,  Samuel  Churchill,  Samuel  Nelso% 
Simeon  Coombs,  John  Chadbum,  Henry  Kendall,  and  dthers.  Of 
tbeee  missionaries,  Messrs.  Case  and  Roots  have  been  almost  constant* 
ly  in  the  employ  of  this  society  for  six  or  eight  years  pasL  The  first 
has  labouivd  mostly  in  the  District  of  Maine,  New-Brunswick,  and 
Nova-Scotia ;  the  other  in  the  back  settlements  of  New- York  and  iit 
Upper  Cannada.  This  society,  in  1 8 1 1,  had  twenty  missionaries  in 
Its  employ  ;  they  laboured  upon  an  average  almost  four  months  each« 
and  the  sum  total  of  their  services  was  over  six  year$ ;  their  salaries 
amounted  to  1600  dollars,  that  is,  260  dollars  a  year,  or  five  dollars  a 
weeki  for  each  missionary. 

This  society  received  at  one  time  600  dollars  from  the  late  Richard 
Devens,  Esq.  a  Congregationalist  of  Charlestown.  Besides  this,  very 
Considerable  assistance  was  received  at  other  times  from  that  libend 
gentleman.    A  number  of  Female  Mite  Societies  have  been  distin- 

Suished  auxiliaries  of  this  evangelical  institution.  The  first  society  of 
lis  kind  was  formed  in  Boston  in  1809.  This  has  contributed  500 
dollars )  the  Boston  Cent  Society  about  400  s  and  a  society  of  littk 
children  in  the  same  town  85  dollars.  The  Providence  Mite  Society 
has  forwarded  to  this  missionary  board  about  550  dollars ;  the  one  in 
Salem  over  400 ;  and  another  in  Haverhill  394.  Similar  Societies 
have  been  formed  in  Newton,  Attleborough,  Rehoboth  or  Seekonk, 
Warten,  Newport,  and  other  places,  by  which  sums  of  considerable 
amount  have  been  contributed.  These  Societies  are  formed  of  religious 
women,  aad  of  those  who  are  favourably  disposed  towards  the  propa* 
gatloa  of  the  gospel  abroad ;  their  nde  is  to  give  a  cent  a  week,  that 


\h  (kftj-tvro  cenu  a  year :  those  wLq  s9«  disposed,  gt^e  more.  Tbejr 
make  their  collectioos  quarterly,  and  hy  th«^lr  laudable  exertioas,  by 
this  new  and  unprecedenud  economy  of  raii»ing  money  in  a  way  which 
uo  one  can  feeU  these  societies  have,  together,  within  a  very  few  years 
past,  contributed  for  missionary  purposes  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand  dollars. 

The  Baptists  in  New^Tork  began  to  exert  themselves  in  the  mission* 
ary  cause,  in  connexion  with  the  Presbyterians  in  that  city,  about  the 
bc^nning  of  the  present  century.  By  their  united  efforts,  sums  of 
"considerable  amount  were  raised,  and  missionaries  were  sent  out  ia 
difierent  directions.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  the  Baptist  order,  was  stationed 
among  the  Six  Nations,  where  be  laboured  a  number  of  years  to  some 
efiect.  But  our  brethren  not  finding  matters  to  go  on  according  to 
their  minds,  in  1806  wiihdrew,  formed  a  society  by  themselves,  and 
very  good  success  has  attended  their  exertions.  Since  they  began 
their  operations,  the  sum  total  of  their  receipts  amounts  to  about 
5500  doUan.  They  expect,  in  the  spring  of  1 8 14,  to  receive  a  thou* 
band  dollars,  lately  bequeathed  the  society.  The  missionaries  they 
•have  employed  are  Messrs.  Charles  Lahatt,  Elkanah  Holmes,  Luke 
DaviSf  William  Pierce,  Daniel  Steers,  Samuel  West^  James  Harris, 
£ni>€h  Ferris,  and  Edmund  J.  Reis. 

Since  the  late  unhappy  divisions  in  New*York,  the  First  church  in 
that  city  has  operated  in  missionary  affaurs  in  a  distinct,  individual  c^* 
f^city,  and  has  collected  between  four  and  five  hundred  dollars. 
'  The  Philadelphia  Association  set  on  foot  a  missionary  plan  about 
1800.  Their  receipts  for  some  years  at  first  were  not  large,  but  there 
has  been  a  promising  increase  of  their  means ;  so  that  they  have  been 
enabled  to  send  the  Gospel  to  many  destitute  places  in  the  back  parts 
of  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  north-east  parts  of  Ohio.  They  have  em- 
ployed as  missionaries  Messrs.  Thomas  G.  Jones,  Thomas  Smiley» 
Henry  George,  William  West^  and  otliers. 

llie  New  Jersey  Association,  at  the  time  that  it  came  out  of  the 
Philadelphia,  established  a  Mis&ionary  Society  within  its  bounds ;  and 
in  the  year  1812,  its  receipts  from  dinerent  sources  amounted  to  about 
200  dollars.  What  it  has  received  this  present  year  I  have  not  learnt, 
but  it  is  hoped  not  a  less  sum. 

The  Virginia  Baptists,  witli  all  their  ample  means;  do  not  yet  seem 
to  have  interested  themselves  in  missionary  concerns. 

In  North -Carolina  a  few  years  since  an  institution  was  formed  by 
the  name  of  the  Philanthropick  Baptist  Missionary  Society ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  thing  considerable  has  yet  been  effected  by  it. 

By  the  Charleston  Association  a  Missionary  Society  was  begun  in 
1803.  It  had  for  its  principal  object  the  sending  of  the  gospel  to  the 
Catawba  Indians,  who  inhabit  their  State,  of  whom,  and  al&o  of  the 
success  of  the  mission  to  them,  some  account  is  given  in  Vol  II.  p* 
1 46,  147.  In  1 8  i  o,  this  society  had  collected  by  annual  contributions 
JJ1896:  60  of  which  21850  :  78  had  been  expended  in  paying  the 
salaries  of  their  missionary  and  school-master,  purchasing  books,  ^c* 
It  has  probably  received  about  gaoo  a  year  since,  which  would  now 
(1815}  make  the  sum  total  of  its  receipts,  about  £2500,    It  appe^s 

♦  Fomaan*s  Hut  of  the  Charleston  Associaticn,  p.  52. 
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hj  the  Mmntek  of  the  Association  for  1 8 1 2,  that  is  that  year  III  t2  :  $9 
were  receiTed  from  the  Wadmalaw  and  Edisto  Female  Mite  Society,  hj 
the  hands  of  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Adams»  and  Mri.  Hepzibah  Townsend. 
When  we  go  back  from  the  seaport  townst  we  iind  a  considerable 
number  of  missionary  establishments.     The  Shaftsbury  Association^ 
early  in  the  begiiming  of  this  century,  began  to  make  exertions  to  send 
(he  Gospel  to  the  destitute*    Elders  Blood,  V^arren,  Covelt  and  others 
of  their  most  distinguished  preachers,  before  that  period,  had  made 
many  evangelical  excursions  into  remote  regions  on  tlieir  own  expense. 
In  iSoi,  it  appears  by  their  Minutes,  that  Mr.  Covel  made  ^*a  propo- 
sicion  for  raising  a  fund,  by^  contribution,  for  sending  missionaries  to 
preach  ihe  Gospel  in  destitute  parts  of  the  frontier  settlements,  and  as 
far  as  they  should  have  opportunity,  among  the  natives  of  the  wik 
demess.*'     The  next  year  some  small  sums  were  sent  in  ;  the  year 
after,  cbeir  contributions  amounted  to  almost  80  dollars ;  and  from  that 
period  tiiey  have  made  annual  collections  from  churches,  mite  societies, 
and  individuals,  from  90  to  1 80  dollars.    The  sum  total  of  their  contri« 
buttons,  from  180s  to  the  present  time,  must  amount  to  upwards 
of  1500  dollars. 

In  the  bounds  of  the  Otsego,  Madison,  and  Franklin  Associa- 
tions, has  been  formed  an  institution  for  missionary  purposes,  by  the 
name  of  the  Hamilton  Missionary  Society.  It  was  begun  in  1 807, 
and  had,  in  1811,  sent  out  missionaries  into  diflPerent  parts*  to  the 
amount  of  almost  seventy  weeks.  Auxiliary  to  this  is  a  society  of 
religious  and  benevolent  ladies,  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  who,  by  ta- 
king hold  of  the  distaff,  have  furnished  clothing  for  their  missionary 
brethren.  In  February  1812,  they  presented  the  missionary  board 
with  twenty  yards  of  fine  woollen  doth  of  their  own  manufacture.  In 
the  town  of  Carenovia  a  similar  society  has  been  formed,  who  have^ 
with  their  own  hands,  manufactured  thirty  yards  of  fine  linen,  and 
about  as  much  of  woollen,  for  the  clothing  and  the  comfort  of  their 
brethren,  who  expose  themselves  to  the  summer's  heat  and  winter's 
colJ,  to  bear  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  to  those  who  are  perishing  for 
lack  of  knowled.^e«  When  these  accounts  were  received,  similar  so- 
cieties were  forming  in  Fabius,  Onondaga*  Foropey,  German,  Ho- 
mer, &c. 

On  the  west  of  this  region  an  institution  was  formed  some  years 
ago,  called  the  Lake  Missionary  Society  \  hue  of  its  origin  and  move- 
ments I  have  obtained  no  accounts*  There  is  also  a  missionary  es- 
tablishment in  the  District  of  Maine,  called  the  Maine  Missionary  Scv 
ciety«  which  was  formed  in  i8o4«  By  the  year  18 10,  they  had  col- 
lected, in  various  ways,  between  five  and  six  hundred  dollars,  which 
tliey  had  appropriated  to  the  design  of  their  institution* 

In  addition  to  these  societies,  the  several  Associations  of  Sturbridge, 
Ley  den,  Woodstock,  Vermont,  Saratoga,  Cayuga,  and  Black- River, 
in  New.£ngUnd  and  New-York,  have  some  years  past  made  annual 
collections  of  from  about  forty  to  considerably  over  a  hundred  dollars. 
About  eighty  dollars  a  year  are  generally  collected.  These  monies  they 
generally  appropriate  to  their  own  ministers,  who  are  disposed  to  itin- 
erate, in  places  remote  and  destitute.  All  these  institutions  are  caD- 
\  raissionary,  though  most  of  them  more  properly  deserve  the  name 
imeraat.    Tl)eir  effects  have  beea  peculiarly  uieful  and  promising, 
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Manyi  who  had  previonslf  a  zeal  for  itinerating,  have  heen  enabled 
CO  do  it  without  injury  to  their  families  or  embarrassment  to  them* 
selves.  Many  new  and  destitute  places  in  this  wide-spread  cooittry 
have  been  blessed  with  the  dispensation  of  the  precious  word  of  life ; 
many  of  the  saints*  who  have  removed  far  from  their  brethren*  have 
been  refreshed ;  many  sinners  have,  by  the  labours  of  the  mis&ioiia- 
ries,  been  hopefully  born  into  the  kingdom  of  God*  and  by  thdr 
means  a  considerable  number  of  churches  have  been  planted. 

As  near  as  I  can  ascertain  there  has  been  collected  by  all  the  dif- 
ferent Baptist  Missionary  Institutions  since  about  t8o3«  that  is,  in  the 
(en  last  years,  not  far  from  tisrty  thousand  dollars*  In  this  sum  I  do 
aot  include  what  the  New- York  brethren  contributed  while  they  were 
in  connexion  with  the  Presbyterians,  nor  the  monies,  which  have  been 
sent  to  India  formerly,  or  have  lately  been  raised  towards  supporting 
Messrs,  Jodson  and  Rice  in  that  region.  More  that  one  third  of  thif 
sum,  we  have  seen,  has  been  raised  by  the  Massachusetts  Baptist  So- 
ciety, and  very  few  of  our  brethren  comparatively  have  been  concerned 
In  raising  the  remainder.  What  might  we  expect  if  they  would  unite 
their  efforts  in  this  evangelical  imdertaking  I 

Literary  butitutiom^  and  Education  Funds. 

Brown  UmviasiTT  is  the  most  important  Ikerary  establishment 
among  the  Baptists  in  America.  It  was  projected^  according  to  Moi- 
gan  Edwards,  in  1762,  by  the  Philadelphia  Association*  The  year 
after,  Mr.  James  Manning,  who  afterwards  became  its  president*  land- 
ed at  Newport  on  his  way  to  Hatfaz,  Nova-ScotIa*  **  and  made  a 
motion  to  several  gentlemen  of  the  Baptist  denomination*  (of  whom 
Col.  Gardner,  the  Deputy-Govemor  was  one,)  relative  to  a  seminary 
of  polite  literature,  subject  to  the  government  of  the  Baptists.  The 
motion  was  properly  attended  to*  which  brought  together  about  fifteen 
gentlemen  of  t!ie  same  denomination  at  the  Deputy's  house*  who  re- 
quested Mr.  Manning  to  draw  a  sketch  of  the  design  against  the  day 
following."  The  plan  was  formed  according  to  desire*  and  the  next 
day  Governor  Lyndon  and  CoL  Job  Bcnnet  weie  appointed  to  dnrv  a 
ehar  ur ;  but  they  pleading  unskilfulness  in  the  business,  solicited  the  aid 
of  Rev.  Ezra*  afterwards  Dr.  Styles,  president  of  Yale  College^  New- 
Haven.  Before  the  business  was  matured*  Mr.  Manning  was  obliged 
to  go  on  board  the  vessel  for  Halifax.  «*  The  object  for  fixing  on 
Rhode- Island  for  a  Baptist  College  was*  that  that  Legislature  viras  chief- 
ly in  the  hands  of  their  denomination*  and  was  therefore  the  likeliest 
place  to  have  one  established  by  law.*'  But  so  unsuspicious  were  the 
Baptists*  that  they  came  very  near  being  defeated  in  their  4esign. 
The  charter  was  so  artfully  drawn  by  Dr.  Styles*  that  the  Pk'esbyteri- 
ans  would  have  had  the  power  of  controlling  the  institution,  bad  it  reu 
ceived  the  sanction  of  the  Leri|lacure  tn  its  original  form.  ^  When 
Governor  Lyndon  inquired  of  the  Doctor,  why  he  had  perrerted  the 
design  of  the  charter  ?  he  answered*  /^etw  jmi  timily  mtammg  ta  tah  care 
of  yoursehes^for  ibai  mfi  baddooi  io  wUA  regard  to  cmr  society  f  observing  at 
the  same  time  that  be  was  not  tbt  rogueJ*  fhe  history  of  this  sectarian 
intrigue  is  thus  stated  by  Danid  Jenks,  Esq.  «*  While  I  attended  tb^ 
iMttidess  of  the  Assembly,  (held  August,  ^7^3}  Capt»  William  Rogen 
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*came  to  the  coaocil-cliamber  and  presented  ne  with  a  ptfer^ 
design  I  should  sign  it,  addif|g»  **  that  ai  it  was  a  petition  for  a  fiap* 
tiflt  College  he  knew  I  would  not  refuse."  Businea  not  pemutth^ 
aw  to  attend  to  him  in)mediate]y»  I  requested  he  would  lea^e  with  me 
the  petition  and  ehajrter.  Meanwhile  the  serjeaat  made  prodaxnatioa^ 
requesting  the  members  to  uke  their  seats ;  in  mj  seat  I  began  to 
read  the  papers,  but  bad  m^t  done*  before  the  petition  and  charter  were 
called  for»  which  I  gave  to  the  serjeant,  and  he  to  the  speaker  at  the 
board*  The  pention  being  read»  a  motion  was  made  to  receive  it  and 
grant  the  charter.  After  some  time  I  stood  up  to  oppose  proccedtng 
immedately  on  the  petition,  giving  mj  reason  m  words  to  thb  effect* 
^  1  understood  that  the  college  in  qaestion  was  sought  for  by  the  Bapv 
tistSy  and  that  it  was  to  be  under  their  government  and  direction,  widi 
admission  only  of  a  few  of  other  religious  denomtnationsy  ^o  Au0 
with  them  tbereins  that  they  might  appear  as  catholick  as  could  be» 
consistent  with  their  main  design  ;  but  on  the  contrary^  I  perceivedt  by 
glanciag  over  the  charter  while  I  sat  in  my  {^ace  ju&t  now^  that  the 
main  power  of  goverment  and  direction  is  vested  in  twelve  fellows, 
and  that  eight  out  of  the  twelve  are  to  be  Presbyterians,'  and  that  the 
others  may  or  may  not  be  of  the  same  denomination,  but  of  necessity 
none  of  them  b  to  be  a  Baptist  If  so,  there  is  treachery  somewhere^ 
and  a  design  of  grossly  imposing  on  the  honest  people,  who  first  moved 
for  the  iMtkution  i  1  therefore  desire  that  the  matter  may  lie  by  till 
the  afternoon*'*  This  was  granted.  In  the  afternoon  ibe  matter  waa 
resimMdy  with  a  seeming  resolution  in  some  to  push  it  through  at  all 
events  $  but  I  had  influence  enough  to  stop  proceeding  then  also. 
That  evening  and  next  morning  I  made  it  my  business  to  see  Goir<r 
emor  Lyndon  and  Col.  Bennet,  and  to  inform  them  of  the  construe* 
tien  of  the  charter.  They  could  not  believe  me,  for  the  confidence 
they  had  in  Dr*  Styles's  honour  and  integrity,  until  seeing  convinced 
them.  What  reflections  followed  may  be  better  concealed  than  pnb« 
lished*  However,  we  all  agreed  to  postpone  passing  the  charter  into  a 
law,  and  did  efiect  our  purpose  for  that  session,  notwitfastaadmg  the 
attempu  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  others  of  the  Presbyterians  to  the  contrary. 
Before  the  breaking  up  of  the  Assembly^  the  House,  at  my  request, 
directed  the  speaker  to  deliver  the  charter  to  me,  after  I  lad  made  a 
promise  it  should  be  forth-coming  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 
I  took  the  charter  to  Providence,  and  showed  it  to  many  who  came  to 
my  house  ;  others  borrowed  it  to  peruse  at  home.  Meanwhile  the 
messengers,*  from  the  Phibdelphia  Association  arrived  m  Newport, 
^hich  occasioned  the  committee  of  Newport  to  send  to  me  for  the 
charter.  I  asked  for  it  of  Dr.  Ephrahim  Bowen,  who  had  borrowed 
it  last*  The  Dr.  said  he  lent  it  to  Samuel  Nightingale,  Esq.  Search 
was  made  for  it  there,  but  it  could  not  be  found  f  neitfaer  do  I  know 
to  this  day  what  became  of  it.  When  the. next  General  Assembly 
snet  (last  Wednosday  in  October,  1763,)  the  second  charter  was  pre^ 
serited,  which  was  much  faoked  and  opposed  by  the  gentry,  who  con- 
ceri^e^l  themselves  so  warmiy  about  t}ie  other.  And  one  in  particular 
demanded  chat  the  first  charter,  which  had  been  entrusted  with  me, 

*  One  of  tJiese  messengers  was  Dr.  Samuel  Jofies,  who^  hearing  of  the  diffi« 

fulty  his  brethren  were  in,  came  on  to  Ibeir  assistance. 
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mfght  be  prodneed.  Then  I  rdated  (as  above)  that  it  wai  lost,  "znd 
the  manner  how  it  was  lost ;  but  the  partyy  instead  of  believing  this, 
Terj  rudely  snggesfeedy  that  I  had  secreted  the  charter*  and*  in  the  faee 
of  the  coDftt  barged  me  with  a  breach  of  trust,  which  brought  on 
very  disagreeable  altercations  and  bickerings,  till  at  last  I  was  necessi- 
tated to  sH)r»  ^  that  if  there  had  been  any  foul  doings,  it  was  among 
them  of  their  own  denomination  at  Providence.''  Their  clamours  con- 
tinued, and  we  gave  way  to  them  that  session,  for  peace  sake.  Mean- 
while, Dr.  Bowen,  who  is  a  man  of  strict  honour  and  integrity,  used 
all  means  to  recover  the  former  charter,  posting  an  advertisement  in 
the  most  publick  places  of  the  town,  and  making  diligent  inquiry, 
but  to  no  purpose.  At  the  next  Assembly,  which  met  in  February, 
1764,  the  new  charter  was  again  brought  on  the  carpes,  and  the 
same  clamour  against  it,  and  unjust  reproaches  against  me,  were  re« 
peated*  It  was  said  that  the  new  charter  was  not  like  the  old ;  anH 
was  constructed  to  deprive  the  Presbyterians  of  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
stitution. To  which  it  was  replied,  **  That  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
design  of  the  first  undertakers ;  and  if  calculated  to  derive  the  Pines- 
byterians  of  the  power  they  wanted,  it  was  no  more  than  what  they 
diemselves  had  attempted  to  do  to  the  Baptists.''  After  much  and 
Warm  debate,  the  question  was  puty  and  canied  in  favour  of  the  new 
charter,  by  a  great  majority."* 

The  charter  is  too  lengthy  to  be  transcribed,  but  die  foHowipg  h^ 
summary  of  its  ccmtents.  The  institution  was  named  the  ^Trustees 
and  Follows  of  the  College  or  University,  in  the  English  Colony  of 
Rhode* Island  and  Providence  Plantations.''  The  corporation  consisti 
of  two  separate  branches*  with  distinct,  separate,  fiind  respective  powers. 
The  number  of  Trustees  is  thirty«stz,  of  vd)om  twenty-*two  are  Baptists, 
five  of  Friends  or^uakers,  five  Episcopalians,  and  four  Congregatiofi* 
alists,  frequently  called  Presbyterians.  The  same  proportion  of  dif* 
ierent  denomtnatiotts  to  continue  inperprtwm.  The  number  of  Fellows, 
(indudtng  the  President,  who  is  a  Fellow,  ex  offkh)  is  twelve,  of  whom 
eight  are  Baptists,  the  others  may  be  chosen  indiscriminately  from  any 
denomination.  The  concurrence  of  both  brandies  by  a  majorify  of 
each  is  necessary  for  the  validity  of  an  act,  except  the  adjudging  and 
conferring  degrees,  which  exclusively  belongs  to  the  Fellowship  as  a 
learned  faculty.  The  President  must  be  a  Baptist ;  Professors  and 
other  officers  of  instruction  are  not  limited  to  any  particular  denomina- 
tion. The  annual  commencement  is  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Sept. 
when  there  is  a  general  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

For  a  few  yean  after  the  charter  was  granted,  the  institution  moved 
on  but  slowly  towards  maturity.  Mr.  Manning  was  chosen  President, 
and  in  1 766,  began  with  a  small  class  at  Warren,  where  it  was  at  first 
proposed  the  college  should  be  located.  The  year  after,  Mr.  Morgan 
Edwards,  of  Philadelphia,  set  sail  for  England,  to  collect  money  to- 
wards paying  the  salary  of  the  President  and  his  assistant,  for  as  yet 
they  had  no  funds*  Mr.  Edwards  met  with  very  go<Ki  success,  «« con- 
sidering," as  he  says,  **  how  angry  the  mother  country  then  was  with 
0e  colonies  for  opposing  the  stamp-act." 

Afterwards,  the  late  Dr.  Hezekiah  Smith  and  others  collected  sums 
of  considerable  amount  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  the  institution. 

•  Edwards's  MS.  Hlstoi-y  ef  RHode-ISlah<?,  p.  523—327. 
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In  i7(S9  propoiab  were  made  for  building  a  toYiegt  edifiee  t  hmt 
lerious  difficultiei  arose  respecting  the  place  where  it  sboold  be  erected* 
The  fear  towns  of  Warren*  ProvSenceb  Newport  and  East-Greenwidi* 
in  four  different  countiei»  were  named  as  eiigibte  sitoations.  In  this 
postore  erf  afiair%  it  was  proposed  by  the  Corporation!  that  the  cooaty, 
which  shonld  raise  the  most  mooef ,  should  have  the  college.  Provi> 
dence  bid  the  highest,  and  of  course  obtained  it.  Here  an  edifice  was 
begun  in  May,  1770*  which  was  roofed  in  the  antunn  of  th^t  year. 
It  was  built  under  the  superintendence  of  **the  adventurous  and  resoluis 
Bvownst"  of  lYovidence,  via.  Nidiolas,  Joseph*  John«  and  Moses*  who 
were  then  united  in  track  under  the  firm  of  Nicholas  Brown  &  Cow 
They  each  subscribed  two  hundred  poundsi  L.  M.*  but  in  the  end,  the 
building  cost  them  much  more. 

The  college  edifice  is  of  brick,  four  stories  high,  ezdusive  of  the  cet 
lar,  which  is  partly  above  ground,  150  feet  long,  and  46  wide*  with  a 
projection  of  ten  feet  on  each  side.  It  has  an  entry  lengthwise,  wkh 
rooms  on  each  side.  There  are  53  rooms  for  the  accommodatioB  of 
students*  and  four  larger  ones  for  publick  uses. 

This  elegant  building,  which  was  erected  wholly  by  the  generont 
donations  of  individuals,  mostly  of  the  town  of  Providence,  is  situated 
en  a  hill  to  the  east  of  the  town,  has  a  pure  salubrious  air,  and  com* 
mands  a  delightful  prospect  of  the  town  of  Providence,  the  Narragan- 
•et  Bay  and  the  islands,  and  of  an  extensive  country  around,  variegated 
vrith  hills,  dales,  plains,  wood- lands,  &c.f  The  college  lot  contains 
about  five  acres,  originally  the  property  of  Chad  Brown*^  one  of 
Roger  Williams's  associates  and  his  successor  in  the  care  of  the  church 
of  which  they  were  both  constituent  members.  Near  the  college  are 
the  President's  house,  a  commodious  brick  building  for  a  Grammar 
School  and  the  Medical  Lectures,  and  out- buildings  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  President  and  steward* 

The  Library  belonging  to  this  University  amounts  now  to  near  three 
thousand  volumes,  many  of  which  were  collected  by  Morgan  Edwards 
in  England*  and  many  others  have  been  presented  by  the  Baptists  in 
that  kingdom,  and  by  benefaetors  of  difierent  denominations,  both 
there  and  in  different  patts  of  the  United  States.  A  valuable  Law 
Library,  supposed  to  b^  worth  about  eight  hundred  dollars,  is  the  gift 
of  Nicholas  Brown,  Esq.  who  has  presented  besides  a  gre^t  numbed 
of  books  of  different  kinds.  We  ought  furthermore  to  add  that  this 
distinguished  benefactor,  a  few  years  ago,  agreed  to  give  five  hundred 
dollars  towards  increasing  the  Library,  if  the  corporation  would  appro- 
priate as  much  more.  This  liberal  proposition  was  accepted  $  a  part 
of  this  thousand  dollars  has  been  expended,  but  a  considerable  sum 
jet  remains  to  be  laid  out. 

t  In  full  view  of  the  tnp  of  the  CoU«^,  is  the  Seekhonk  plain.  In  Rehdboth, 
where  Rngcr  WHfiama  first  pitched  his  tent  among  the  Indians,  when  banished, 
firom  Maasachuaetts,  and  iroin  which  he  waa  warned  1^  themeu  of  Plymouth, 
10  remove  across  the  NarraganaetBay,  to. 

X'TYM  clreumsunce  was  first  sujsgested  to  me  by  Friend  Moses  Brown ;  I 
have  since  found  it  noticed  by  Mor^n  Edwards,  so  that  1  think  tliere  can  be 
no  doubt,  bat  th:^t  Brown  uniYersitv  stands  tm  land  originally  owned  bf  the 
ancient  Chad  Brown,  although  it  tebdnd  itk  niaUle  from  oneef  hii  peattnty 
el  the  sixth  generattalt 
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Bifteen  or  twMity  ▼olnnses  of  GnmiDars  and  Translations  of  tha 
Striptnres  in  the  Oriental  languages,  hate  laielj  been  received  from 
the  Baptist  Missionaries  in  India* 

The  Philosophical  Apparatus*  though  not  so  large  as  those  of  older 
Universitiesi  is  yet  respectable  for  its  extent.  It  consists  of  an  Orrery* 
a  Theodolite,  a  reflecting  Telescope,  solar  and  double  Microscopes, 
convex  and  concave  Mirrors,  Lenses.  Globes*  an  Air  Pump,  the  gift 
of  the  late  Nicholas  Brown,  Esq.  Machinery  for  Hydrostaticks,  Electtv 
city,  and  Mechanicks,  together  with  such  other  articles  as  are  necessarjp 
to  a  respectable  course  of  experiments  on  modem  philosophy.  A 
number  of  these  articles  were  purchased  with  a  donation  of  five  hun* 
died  dollars  from  the  late  Samuel  iilam,  Esq* 

The  officers  of  this  University  are  as  follow : 

Hon.  Jabes  Bow  en,  ll.  d.  Chancellor.  Solomon  Drow  n,  m.  d.  PrqfcMnr 

Rev.  Asa  M k ss  er,  s.T.n.  ll.d.  Prc9.  Materia  Mtdica  and  Botany, 

Hon.  Dav.  How  ell,  Lun.  Prof.  Law.  Job  n  Bailet,  a.  m.       7Wor  and 

Hev.  Calvim  pARXvA.ii.   Frqfi'JiMr  Librarian^ 

Moral FJdloaofihyandMetafihydcka*  Jos ephus  Wh b atom •  a.  b.  Tuton 

William  I NCALLs.M.o. /'ro^>««or  GtiORGe  Fisher,  a.  b.  Precefitor 

Anatomy  and  Surgery.  of  the  Gramnwr  ikhooL 

William  C  Bowen,  m.d.  former  Professor  of  Chemistry,  has  lately 
resigned.     It  is  expected  a  new  Professor  will  soon  be  appointed. 

The  Medical  Establishment  was  begun  in  1810,  and  bids  fair  to  be 
an  important  acquisition  to  the  Institution.  A  Professorship  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physick  has  been  established,  but  a  Professor 
has  not  yet  been  appointed.  A  Botanical  Garden  is  in  contempla* 
tion. 

The  number  of  students  is  over  a  bnodred  and  twenty ;  in  the  sum- 
mer of  i8i3t  they  were  a  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  all  denomina- 
tions ;  and  the  same  religious  freedom  reigns  in  the  College  as  in  th<i 
State.  The  students  do  not  repair  here  to  study  divinity,  but  to  ac* 
quire  a  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  that  they  may  be  qualified 
to  engage  in  whatever  profession  their  views  and  feelines  shall  dictate. 

The  funds  of  the  Univerbity,  according  to  a  report  ot  the  Treasurer 
in  18 II,  were  over  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  and  as  the  establishment 
has,  for  some  time  past»  supported  itself,  they  are  yearly  accumulating. 

The  foundation  for  these  funds  was  laid  by  the  collections  of  Mor- 
gan Edwards,  Dr.  Hezekiah  Smith,  and  others.  Two  thousand  doU 
lars  of  it  were  granted  by  Congress  in  consideration  of  the  damages 
the  edifice  sustained  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  This  grant  was 
obtained  by  means  of  John  Brown,  Esq.  who  was  at  the  time  a  Kep- 
resentative  from  the  State.* 

Exclusive  of  these  endowments  is  a  foundation  for  a  Professorship 
of  Oratory  and  Belles  Lettres,  which  was  laid  in  1 804,  by  Nicholas' 
Brown,  Esq.  in  consequence  of  which  the  University  received  ita 
Bame«f     This  was  at  first  five  thousand  dollars ;  in  181 1  it  had  in* 

*  For  nx  years  during  the  war,  this  Seat  of  the  Muses  became  the  Camp  of 
Mart ;  that  b,froro  I>ecember  17r6to  June  1782,  the  college  edificts  was  oiedt 
by  the  French  and  American  troops,  for  a  hospital  and  barracks;  so  that  the 
oourse  of  education  was  interrupted  during  that  period.  No  degrees  were  con* 
fiured  from  1776  to  1786. 

t  The  instttutioD  hB4  no  nedikk  name  prevkns  to  this  period ;  it  had  been  cal- 
M  iUteds-IehNid  '^oNege,  the  Coilfige  at  Provklaice,  8cc.    The  priviUfe  oC 
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crcaied  to  over  teveti  thouMiid.  A  Professor  if  to  be  «ppoiiited  wheA 
the  interest  of  thii  fond  shall  be  sufficient  to  afford  him  a  competent 
salary. 

This  institution  has  had  three  Pkesidents.  Dr.  Manniag»  its  foan- 
deTf  h^d  this  office  about  twentjoiiTe  yean.  His  character  lias  been 
given  in  the  biographical  department. 

Successor  to  him  was  Jonathan  Maxcy,  D.  D.  now  President  of 
the  College  at  Columbia,  South*Carolina.  He  was  bom  at  Attkbo* 
rongb,  Massachusetts,  a  few  miles  from  ProvidencOi  1768,  was  chosen 
President  of  tliis  institution  soon  after  Dr.  Manning's  death,  and  heM 
the  office  about  eleven  years,  when  he  was  chosen  President  o£  Union 
College,  Skenectady,  (New- York)  where  he  officiated  a  few  years  before 
his  removal  to  his  present  situation. 

•  Asa  MesseTfD.  D.  LL.  D.  was  elevated  to  the  presidential  c^air 
in  1802.  He  was  bom  in  Methuen,  near  Haverhill,  Massachusettst 
1769,  and  was  brought  up  under  tbs  ministry  of  the  late  Dr.  Heze* 
kiah  Smith.  He  has  now  been  in  the  University  in  different  stations^ 
twenty-sii  years,  that  is,  from  the  age  of  eighteen. 


In  speaking  of  the  other  literary  institutions,  which  it  may  be  prop- 
er  to  notice,  we  shall  pursue  the  order]  of  the  States,  b<^ginoing  with 

The  District  of  Maine. 

In  the  winter  of  1812,  the  Baptists  in  this  District  obtained  of  the 
Massachusetu  Legislature  a  grant  of  a  township  of  publick  unsettled 
land,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  College.  7'he  townslup  conuins 
over  20,ooo  acres,  which  it  is  expected  will  sell  for  as  many  thousand 
dollars.  This  was  a  new  thing  under  the  sua,  and  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  first  publick  grant,  that  was  ever  made  by  any  court  or  legts* 
lature  to  our  denomination.  The  Baptists,  as  citizens  of  the  Cosn* 
monwealth,  had  a  righteous  claim  for  their  part  of  its  publick  proper* 
ty ;  but  their  petition  was  much  opposed,  and  it  is  doubted  whether 
it  would  have  been  granted,  had  it  not  been  for  the  assiduous  exertions 
of  Rev.  Daniel  Merrill,  of  Sedgwick,  who  was,  at  that  time,  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sums  of  considerable  amount  had  been  subscribed  tosrards  this  in* 
tended  College,  before  the  grant  was  obuined  \  but  I  do  not  kan 
that  much  has  yet  been  dqne  towards  setting  it  in  operation. 

Mr.  Williams^s  Academy. 

In  1776,  Mr.  William  Williams,  pastor  of  the  church  tn  Wrenthaaii 
Massachusetts,  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  Brown  University,  open* 
ed  an  Academy  for  teaching  the  Languages,  Arts  and  Sciences,  &c« 
Mr.  Williams  has  had  over  a  hundred  scholars  under  his  tuition,  most 
of  whom  have  finished  their  education  at  the  University  at  Provi* 

giving  it  n  name  was  reserved  for  some  generous  benefiKtor. — ^The  sum  hai 
nevftr  bcf.>re  be^tt  specified ;  bat  at  the  date  above  mentioned,  the  Coi-p-mi- 
tinn  fixed  it  at  five  thousand  doUars,  which  was  immcdiatelv  prrscntcd  i^ 
Mr.  Brawn,  who  confeiTod  on  the  institution  bis  own  name. 
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ittiCt,  Among  these  students  were  President  Maxcy,  aad  tlie  Hon* 
David  R*  Williamsy  of  South-Carolina.  About  twenty  oiat  of  tlie 
urhole  number,  liave  become  Baptist  ministers,  most  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  A  few  have  entered  the  ministry  in  the  Congregatiana!  connex* 
ion,  and  most  of  the  remainder  studied  ph  jsick  or  engaged  in  the  law. 

Mr,  Eaton* s  Academy ^  at  Hopewell^  New  Jersey. 

'<  Mr.  Eaton  was  the  first  man  among  the  American  fiaptistSi  who 
opened  a  school  for  tlie  education  of  youth  for  the  ministry."  This 
school  was  begun  in  1756,  and  closed  in  1767.  Towards  the  support 
of  it  the  churches  in  thte  Philadelphia  Association  raised  a  fund  of 
about  four  hundred  pounds,  which  was  afterwards  mostly  annihila* 
led  by  the  ravages  of  continental  money.  Among  the  ministers  who 
received  the  rudintents  of  their  education  at  this  Academyi  wer< 
^President  Maanlng,  Dr.  Samuel  Jones*  Dr.  Heaekiah  Smitli»  Dr« 
Isaac  Sktllman,  and  Messrs.  David  Thomast  John  Davis,  William 
Williams,  Robert  Keith,  Charles  Thompson,  David  Jones,  John  Sut-* 
ton,  David  Sutton,  James  Talbot,  John  Blackwell,  Joseph  PoweU^ 
William   Worth,  and  Levi  Bonnell. 

A  considerable  number  of  his  students  engaged  in  the  professions 
of  physick  and  law,  and  of  this  last  class  was  Judge  Ho^xl  of  Provi* 
dence,  ilhode-Island. 

Dn  Joneses  Academy^  at  Lower'^DubUrij  Pentuylvania. 

Dr.  Jones,  we  have  seen,  was  one  of  Mr.  Eaton's  students ;  he  fin« 
iiished  his  education  in  the  College  at  Philadelphia,  opened  the  Acade« 
my  in  question  in  1766,  and  closed  it  in  1794.  ^^^^  number  of  his 
stttdenu  amounts  to  69  in  all ;  fourteen  of  them  became  Baptist  preach^ 
ers.  Dr.  Jones,  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  wealth,  has,  as  he  informs 
roe,  resolved  on  leaving  a  thousand  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees 
oi  bis  church  and  congregation,  with  directions  to  apply  the  interest 
towards  educating  young  men,  who  are  promising  for  the  ministry. 

Baptist  Education  Society  of  the  Middle  States. 

This  Society  was  formed  at  Philadelphia  in  1812.  <<Its  avowed 
and  explicit  design  is,  with  a  divine  blessing,  the  assisting  of  young 
men  in  obtaining  such  literary  and  theological  aid,  as  shall  enable 
rhem,  with  greater  ease  to  themselves  and  usefulness  to  the  churches, 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  Christian  ministry.  Such  persons  only,  sliall 
be  considered  as  eligible  to  the  privileges  of  the  society  as  are  regular 
members  of  Baptist  churches,  and  as  have  been  licensed  to  the  min-> 
istry,  and  are  by  the  trustees  of  the  society  considered  as  possessing 
talents  likely  to  contribute  to  ministerial  usefulness."  I'his  society 
has  collected  funds  to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
Dr.  Staughton,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  chosen  tutor,  and  a  small 
class  of  young  gentlemen  of  the  character  above  described  are  study- 
ing at  his  house.  A  building,  suitable  to  the  designs  of  tins  Society, 
is  in  contemplationi  and  should  the  brethren  of  the  Middle  States 
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miike  a  liberal  advance  of  the  abundant  means  they  fOssefs«  thts  ca- 
st itinion  may  prove  a  Taluable  acquiMtion  to  the  churches»  whose  bene* 
fit  it  has  in  view. 

Mn  Roberis*s  Academy^  at  Staiesburgj  Souib-Carolina. 

This  seminary  was  opened  in  iSoo.  Some  accoants  of  its  stadenti 
will  be  given  in  the  history  of  the  Education  Fund  belonging  to  the 
Charleston  Association.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uni« 
▼erMty,  and  was  approbated  as  a  preacher  by  the  chnrcb  in  Provi- 
dence. 

Mount  Enon  Academy. 

This  Academy  is  not  far  from  the  city  of  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  1 40 
miles  from  the  Atlantick.  It  was  begun  about  1 8o6t  princip^y  by 
tlie  exertions  of  Dr.  Holcombe,  now  of  Philadelphia,  by  whom  cc^ec- 
tions  to  a  considerable  amount  were  made  in  different  parts  of  tlje 
State.  This  Academy  is  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of  trusieest 
who  have  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation.  They  have  funds  to  the 
amount  of  about  three  thousand  dollars,  besides  unsold  lots  on  Mount 
Enon,  supposed  to  be  worth  about  a  thousand  dollars.  The  Presi* 
dent  of  this  institution  is  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Dixon,  the  number  of  stu- 
dents is  about  forty.  Should  the  Georgia  brethren  increase  in  thehr 
relish  for  literature,  and  contribute  freely  of  their  pecuniary  means, 
this  seminary  may,  at  some  future  day»  arise  into  a  College,  according 
to  the  original  design  of  its  founders. 


Besides  the  Academies  we  have  named,  Mr.  Stanford's  in  New* 
York,  Dr.  Bnrgts  Allison's  of  Bordentown,  Mr.  Nelson's  at  Mount 
Pleasant,*  and  a  number  of  ochers,  have  been  conducted  by  Baptist 
ministers,  and  in  them  many,  who  are  now  preachers  of  the  denoaii* 
nation,  received  much  literary  assistance.  Buildings  have  been  erect- 
ed for  Academies  at  Westfield  and  Middleborough,  both  in  Massa^ 
chusetts,  which  have  just  began  their  operations. 

Education  Funds. 

The  one  belonging  to  the  Charleston  Association,  on  many  account^ 
demands  our  first  attention. 

**  This  institution,  which  has  for  *  its  object  the  gratuitous  education 
cf  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry,'  commenced  in  1791.  In  con- 
sequence of  previous  recommendation  and  arrangement  by  the  As&oci* 
ution,  nine  churches,  viz.  Charleston,  Ewhaw,  WeUh  Necic,  Ebenezer, 
High-Hills  of  Santee,  Lyneh's Creek,  Cheraw  Hill,  Black  Swampt  and 
Lower  Fork  of  Lynches  Creeks  sent  delegates  and  contributions  to  the 
annual  meeting  held  that  year  at  the  Welch  Neck*  Mr.  Furraan  was 
chosen  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Holcombe,  Clerk. 

<<  A  system  of  rules  submitted  to  the  Chairman  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  underwent  several  amendments.  l*he  ratification  was 
deferred  till  the  next  meeting,  and  a  proposition  for  the  incorporatiom 

•  At  this  Academy  the  author  began  liis  classical  stuilics,  m  1€02. 
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flC  the  comniittee  referred  to  the  association  for  its  concurrence.  Mr. 
Matthew  M'CuUers  was  recoromendiKd  by  Mr.  Holcombe  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  patronage  of  the  Committee,  examined  and  approved.  The 
Chairman  was  requested  to  contract  for  and  superintend  his  education. 
A  part  of  the  money  collected  was  appropriated  to  assist  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  laie  Kev.  Joseph  Cook's  son,  who  it  was  agreed  should 
afterwards  be  examined  whether  he  came  under  the  *  description  of 
persons  to  be  benefited  by  this  institution.*  Mr.  Cuttino  of  George- 
town was  requested  to  act  as  Treasurer  till  the  next  meeting. 

*«  In  1792  the  rules  were  re-<considered,  and  after  some  further 
amendments,  ratified  and  signed.  A  petition  to  the  Legislature  for 
incorporation  was  also  signed,  and  committed  Jto  the  Chairman  to  be 
forwarded.    It  was  accordingly  pxesented  and  incorporation  obtained. 

A  SUxMMARY  OF  THE  RULES. 

**  This  Committee  shall  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of 
the  General  Committee  for  the  Charleston  Baptist  Education  Fund." 

**  Once  a  year,  a  Charity  Sermon  shall  be  preached  in  each  church ; 
at  which  time  and  place,  collections  shall  be  made  from  the  congrega* 
^'on,  and  the  money  so  collected,  together  with  any  donations  or  be- 
quests received  for  the  purpose,  shall  be  applied  towards  forming  and 
.supporting  a  fund,  to  assist  piovs  young  men,  designed  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  destitute  of  other  assistance,  in  obtaining  educa- 
tion ;  together  with  such  other  religious  and  publick  uses,  as  may  be 
approved  by  the  churches,  should  the  fund  finally  prove  sufficient." 

**  A  committee  consisting  of  a  delf^gate  from  each  church,  chosen 
for  the  purpose,  shall  convene  at  the  same  time  and  place  with  the 
Association.  They  may  be  members  of  that  body,  but  invested  with 
distinct  powers  as  mevabers  of  the  committee.  They  shall  xieceive  the 
eollectioQS,  determine  on  the  manner  of  applying  the  fund,  according 
to  the  foregoing  iiule,  and  examine  candidates  for  the  chi^rches'  boun- 
ty. The  management  of  the  fund  is  eicclusively  invested  in  those 
churches  which  contribute  to  it.  The  committee  thus  foimed  is  to 
continue  one  year»  or  to  contini^  till  a  new  election.  A  President^ 
Secretary,  and  two  Assistants,  shall  be  annually  chosen,  and  form  a 
select  committee  to  transact,  when  the  General  Committee  is  not  in 
session,  such  business  as  the  General  Committee  shall  judge  necessary/' 

**  The  President  shall  contract  for  the  education  of  such  persons  9s 
are  taken  on  the  churches'  bouaty,  and  the  expenses  consequent  thenp- 
on  shall  be  paid  by  the  TreaAurer^  on  the  President's  written  order." 

«*  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  to  the  Pcesiden^t  in  double  tl>^  valaie 
of  all  monies  or  specialties  in  his  hands." 

**  No  person  shall  be  admitted  on  the  bounty,  but  such  as  conie  well 
recommended,  and  appear,  on  examination,  to  be  truly  pious,  of  evan- 
gelical prmcif  ks,  of  good  natural  abilities,  and  desirous  of  devoting 
themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Each  person  so  .admitted, 
shall  be  under  the  Committee,  while  pursuing  a  course  of  studies,  and 
be  Ibble  to  refund  the  money,  expended  on  his  education,  within  four 
jears  after  the  completion  of  it,  if  be  does  not,  within  that  time,  enter 
on  the  ministry  to  the  satisfaction  of  tlie  Committee.  When  there  ar^ 
more  candidates  than  can  be  received  on  th^  bounty,  preference  will 
Jbe  given  to  those  who  are  members  of  churches  in  this  Association : 
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secondly,  to  those  who  art  most  proraiiing.  If  any  penon,  whHe  ofci 
(ainin[^  educition  under  the  patronage  and  direction  of  this  body,  shall 
embrace  principles  subversive  of  the  great  truths  of  the  gospel,  or 
abandon  himself  to  an  irreligions  coarse  of  life,  he  shall,  on  proper  evi- 
dence  of  die  fr.ct,  and  after  suitable  endeavours  to  reclaim  hitn,  if  tocf* 
fectual,  be  dismissed." 

<<  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  use  its  best  endeavours  to 
obtain  and  apply  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  churches,  aU  property 
of  the  churches  in  this  union,  when  the  said  churches  are  beeotne  tx* 
tinct,  and  the  property  liable  to  revert  to  the  public k  or  become  pri- 
vate property.  And  in  making  such  appropriations,  they  shall  consult 
the  Association.  The  Committee  shall  have  iio  power  to  interfere  in 
liny  concern  of  a  church,  eidier  spiritual  or  temporal,  where  power  is 
not  e^rpressly  delegated  to  them  by  the  churches*" 

«  SIgnf" d  Nov.  7,1792,  by  Richard  Furman,  Henry  Holcombe, 
Edmund  Botsford,  Alexander  Scott,  Bradley  Khame,  Benjamin  Mcse* 
ly,  Stephen  Nixon,  Isham  Gardiner,  James  Sweat* 

*•  After  the  adoption  of  these  rules,  the  following  oflScers  were  cho- 
sen — R'^verend  Richard  Furman,  President ;  Rev.  Henry  Holcombe^ 
Secietnry  ;  Col.  Thomas  Screven,  Treasurer  ;  Messrs.  Thomas  Kiv- 
crs,  sen  und  John  Gourlay,  Asssistants. 

*'  A^ieeabiy  to  a  resolve  of  the  last  year,  Mr.  Joseph  B,  Cook  wat 
examined.  He  was  regularly  received  on  the  establishment ;  and  in 
the  yc  ;r  following  Mr.  John  M.  Roberts.  In  1794  they  were  sent  to 
Rhode-Ulind  Collej^^e,  (now  Brown  University)  where  the  latter 
graduated  in  1796,  the  former  in  1797.  Kev.  Jesse  Mercer,  of  Geor* 
^ij,  was  assisted,  in  1792,  with^^  i  o,  and  afterwards  supplied  with 
books. 

*'  In  1800,  Mr.  Sydenham  Morton  and  Mr.  William  Jones  weread« 
mitted,  and  placed  at  the  Academy  of  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts,  near  State* 
burj::.  TJic  same  year  a  legacy  of  ^  lOp  was  left  the  fund  by  Mrs, 
Fra^ices  Le^ure,  a  member  of  the  Independent  or  Congregational 
church  hi  Ch.^rlcFton. 

"  In  iPo?  it  was  resolved  to  fix  the  period  of  students'  continuing 
at  their  stuJieS)  at  the  time  of  their  admission. 

**  In  1 803  Rev.  Samuel  Eccles  was  admitted,  and  Rev.  Davis  Col- 
lins, who  L-nd  been  some  time  studying  under  the  patronage  of  the 
committee,  retired.  In  this  year  a  valuable  library,  consisting  of 
v.ork«  of  theology  and  general  science,  was  purchased  for  the  use  of 
fcindcri^s,  and  deposited  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts  for  that  purpose* 
Mr.  Kzra  Courtney,  reccommended  by  the  Ehenezer  churchi  was  ex- 
ammed  ard  approved;  ioq  dollars  was  voted  for  his  use  this  year. 

»■  in  •&04  died  CoL  Screven,  who,  from  the  first  choice  of  officers, 
I^p«»  ;<cte^  as  Treasurer.  The  Committee  testified  respect  for  his 
r- T^-.  Ty,  approbation  of  his  conduct,  and  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  "so 
€..  extent  a  man,  who  did  honour  to  his  Christian  profession,  by  a  life 
•  *  :  .v^ent  piety  and  extensive  nstfulness." 

r  1805,  Mr.  William  T.  Brantley,  who  had  been  studying  at 
k's  Academy,  at  Jeffcr's  Creek,  was  recommended  by  Mr, 
''\  c  i.'i  ind  Gen,  Thomas  ;  on  which  it  was  agreed,  that  tbf  expenses 
r'  .'S  ccucrition  and  board  for  the  current  year  should  be  paid.  Mr. 
1'   jiue^'  Wits  soon  alter  exaxpined  io  Charleston,  by  the  SpeciiU  Com* 
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nittee ;  apprwred;  rad  placed  under  tlie  care  of  Mr.  Roberts.  In 
the  course  of  the  year  fcJlowing  he  wsu  admitted  into  the  South-Caro- 
lina College,  where  he  graduated  in  i8o8« 

<*  Mr.  Richard  Todd,  of  Lane's^reek  church*  was  examined  and 
approved  in  i8o6.  The  thanks  of  the  Committee  were  presented  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Roberts  for  Kis  gratuitous  instruction  of  the  students^  placed 
under  bis  care  by  the  Commiltee. 

^  In  i8o8f  Mr.  James  M'Keliar  was  ezamiiked  as  a  candidate  for 
the  churches'  bounty^  and  unanimously  approved. 

**  In  1 8099  Messrs.  Jesse  Pope  and  John  Ellis  were  admitted ;  and 
Mr.  Belcher  in  1810. 

STATE  OF  THE  FUND. 

Dnis.    Cts. 
^  Contributions  from  the  churches  from  1791  to  1810  683 1 :  63 

Donation  from  the  Rehgicus  Society         -        •         •  161:61 

Donation  from  individuals        •        •        -        •         •  2i:o* 

]^egacy  by  Mrs.  Frances  Legare       •        »        •         -  428 :  57 

7450  :  81 
Interest        1029:21 


8480 :  oa 


<*  Expended  in  the  purchase  of  a  library,  and  in  the  edtw' 

cation,  board,  &c.  of  students        "        "        "        •      3  * 

*<  Amount  of  the  Fund  in  money,  bonds,  and  notes,!       o^ 
Nov.  1810 J  S0S2  :  33 

^  Besides  the  above  amount  are  two  tracts  of  land  on  Littlel 
Pedee,  the  gift  of  Jeremiah  Brown,  containing  together  (•    900 :  00 
near  2000  acres,  and  valued  at  upwards  of      -      •      j 

LIST   OF     OmCERS   OF     TH£   CSNEBAL  COMMITTEE,  FROM   ITS   FOR* 

MATIOM, 

**  President  Richard  Furman. 

«•  Treasurers^  Thomas  Screven,  William  Inglesby,  Henry  Jones. 

**  Secretaries^  Henry  Holcombe,  John  Waldo,  John  M.  Roberts. 

**  yfssisiatitSf  Thomas  Rivers,  John  Gourlay,  John  Hart,  Henry  In- 
glesby, William  Inglebby,  David  Adams."* 

By  the  Minutes  of  this  Association  for  181 1,  it  appears  there  were 
received  for  this  fund  for  that  year,  436  dollars.  In  1812,  the  collec- 
tions amounted  to  292  dollars*  The  receipts  for  this  y^r  I  have  not 
kamt,  as  the  Minutes  have  not  yet  come  to  hand. 


The  Philadelphia  Association,  as  we  have  seen»  b«^an  to  raise  a 
fund  for  the  assistance  of  promising  young  men.  Sec,  about  hsiJf  a 
century  ago.  In  1763,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hobbs  bequeathed  to  this  fund, 
or  to  the  Association  by  whom  it  was  managed,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  Fifty  more  pounds  were  raised  probably  by  contribu- 
tion, and  a  number,  whose  names  I  have  not  obtained,  were  assisted  by 
it.  Had  it  not  been  for  what  Edwards  calls  the  0  Tempora  of  the  war, 
and  the  0  Mores  of  continental  money,  this  fund,  in  1 790,  would  have 

*  Furman^s  History  of  the  Charkston  Association,  p.  44 — 51. 


454  Education  Funds* 

amounted  to  eight  hunJrtd  pounds.*  What  reraaibt  of  iti  whkfa  u « 
little  over  a  thousand  dollars,  will  probably  be  used  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
Education  Society  already  described* 

About  17919  a  proposition  was  laid  before  the  Warren  Associa- 
tion for  raising  a  fund  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  others  we  have 
mentioned*  I'he  measure  was  approved  of,  but  not  much  appears  to 
have  been  done  until  two  ^ears  after,  when  the  patrons  of  the  under- 
taking obtained  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

By  bequests,  donations,  and  contributions,  3cc.  this  fund  has  been 
augmented  to  about  three  thousand  dollars :  it  is  nominally  more« 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  some  notes  will  be  collected.  A  thousand 
dollars  of  this  fund  came  from  the  late  Richard  Devens,  Esq.  a  mem- 
ber of  Dr.  Morse's  church  in  Charlestown,  the  same  liberal  gentlemam 
who  gave  so  much  to  our  Missionary  Society.  Generous  donations 
liave  also  been  made  to  this  institution  by  Nicholas  Browne  Esq.  of 
Providence,  Col.  Dana,  of  Newton,  Dea.  Goodwin,  of  Charlestown, 
Ebenezer  Seccomb*  Esq.  of  Salem,  and  many  others.  The  names  of 
those  who  have  been  assisted  by  it,  are  Joshua  Bradley,  Thomas  Rand* 
Jeremiah  Chaplin,  Nathaniel  Kendrtck,  David  Curtis,  Thomas  Power, 
Charles  Wheeler,  Snn^uel  Glover,  George  Phippen,  David  Pease,  and 
Joseph  Biiiley,  all  of  whom»  except  the  two  last,  finished  their  educa- 
tions at  Providence.  Messrs.  Power,  and  Bailey  have engagedin sec- 
ular pursuits  ;  the  other  ten  are  acting  a  respectaible  part  in  the  Chris- 
tian ministry.  Although  the  dividends  of  this  fund  have  not  been 
great,  yet  they  have  afforded  peculiar  assistance  to  those  above  named 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  their  education.  Elijah  F.  WOley 
and  Herbert  Marshall,  now  members  of  Brown  University,  are  under 
Its  patronage. 

A  few  years  since.  Lev!  Peirce,  Esq.  of  Middleborough,  presented 
to  the  Trustees  of  this  fund  an  Academy,  which  he  had  built  at  his 
own  expense.  It  stands  near  his  house,  at  a  place  called  the  Fonr 
Comers,  is  50  feet  by  30,  two  stones  high,  and  with  the  lot  on  which 
it  stands  cost  about  2500  dollars.  This  liberal  gentleman  has  given 
assuranceiof  endowing  this  Academy  with  2000  dollars,  should  the 
patrons  of  the  fund  and  the  brethren  generally  make  exertions  to  for- 
ward his  design.  It  is  hoped  that  other  fnnds  will  be  added  to  the 
princely  endowment  contemplated  by  this  distinguished  benefactor ; 
that  a  library  will  be  collected,  and  things  set  in  order,  that  we  may 
have  just  what  we  want,  viz.  an  Institution  where  brethren,  who  ate 
not  under  circumstances  to  go  the  whole  round  of  classical  studies 
may  devote  to  literary  pursuits  what  time  they  can  spare. 

*  Matcriab  towards  a  History  of  thie  Baptists  in  New-Jersey,  p.  A7 
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CHAP.  IX. 
General  Observations^  Miscellaneous  Articles^  2sf  r. 

THIS  chapter  wIU  not  be  so  len^h7  as  was  expected,  since  many 
dF  the  observations  and  articles,  which  it  was  to  contain,  have  beea 
anticipated  in  the  preceding  narratives,  ' 

Morgan  Edwards,  about  forty  jears  ago,  observed  that  the  Bap- 
tists were  more  agreed  as  to  the  credendt  than  the  agendi  of  their  order  ; 
that  is,  they  were  more  united  in  their  doctrinal  sentiments,  than  in 
modes  of  practice.  At  present  there  is  some  diversity  on.  both  of 
these  points.  But  when  we  consider  that  they  are  spread  over  an  ex- 
tent of  country  more  than  two  thousand  miles  in  length,  a^id  from 
£ve  hundred  to  more  tjjan  a  thousand  in  width ;  chat  they  have 
rapidly  increased  from  a  small  community  to  a  numerous  host ;  that 
among  them  are  persons  from  almost  every  nation  in  Europe,  and 
from  nearly  every  religious  persuasion  in  Christendom ;  that  they  are 
not  bound  to  subscribe  to  any  Articles  or  Confessions ;  that  every 
ehurch  is  a  distinct,  independent  body,  governed  by  its  own  laws  and 
amenable  to  no  foreign  tribunal ;  that  they  admit  of  no  dictating  sy- 
nods,  nor  controlling  assemblies  ;  I  say,  when  all  these  things  are  con* 
sidered,  instead  of  being  surprized  at  any  diversity  in  smaller  matters, 
it  is  rather  a  subject  or  wonder  that  there  is  such  an  agreement  in 
their  doctrinal  views,  and  such  a  correspondence  in  their  maxims  and 
modes  of  procedure. 

It  roust  be  understood,  that  the  observations  we  are  here  malcing, 
regard  the  Associated  Bapti&ts,  and  those,  who  are  in  communion 
with  them.  The  minor  sects  of  baptized  believers^  have  been  describ- 
ed under  their  respective  heads. 

Throughout  America  and  in  England  and  its  dej^endencies,  the 
Baptists  form  but  one  body.  A  brother  from  the  farthest  churches 
on  the  American  continent,  or  from  the  remotest  part  of  the  British 
dominions,  need  only  produce  a  certificate  of  his  regular  standing, 
to  be  admitted  to  the  communion  and  fellowship  of  any  chuich  where 
his  lot  may  be  cast.  And  by  messengers  from  one  Association  to  anoth- 
er, by  the  interchange  of  minutes,  by  epistolary  communications,  Sec 
.  there  is  a  correspondence  constantly  maintained  throughout  this  wide 
connexion. 

There  is,  generally  speaking,  a  great  similarity  of  manners  among 
all  the  churches  on  the  American  continent ;  and  the  same,  I  con- 
clude, may  be  said  of  them  elsewhere ;  yet  there  are  some  differences 
arising  from  local  habits,  and  from  that  camelcon  disposition  of  taking 
the  colour  of  the  nearest  object  In  many  parts  of  the  New-Englnnd 
S^tates,  there  is  a  dull,  unanimating  manner,  among  both  ministers  and 
private  Christians,  which  they  seem  to  have  borrowed  from  their 
Pedobaptists  neighbours.  In  most  parts  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
States,  you  find  among  them  much  of  the  fervour,  the  ado,  and  amen, 
of  the  Methodists.  Among  the  country  churches  in  all  the  States  at 
cordial  and  unaffected  hospitality  prevails ;  every  house  is  a  welcome 
home  for  ministers  and  brethren,  who  may  cill.  The  churches  ta 
towns  and  cities  for  the  most  part  exercise  hospitality  to  a  good  de-* 
gree,  and  some  at  the  southward  pay  a  marked  attention  to  visaing 
brethren,  especially  ministers.     A  few  citids  ati4  principal  towns,  m 
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difierent  lections  of  this  wide-spread  empiret  are  vuited  by  so  ma&JT 
brethren  and  eyen  ministers  ou  business  of  a  secular  natnre,  who,  as 
it  ts  right  they  should,  provide  lodgings  for  themselves,  that  it  some^ 
times  happens  that  those,  who  are  on  religious  or  preaching  visits  onlf 
are  left  to  provide  for  themselves. 

Take  this  denominations  at  large,  I  believe  the  following  unll  be 
found  a  pretty  correct  statement  of  their  views  of  doctrine.  They 
Jiold  that  man  in  his  natural  condition  is  entirely  depraved  and  sinful ; 
that  unless  he  it  bom  again-*<hanged  by  gi  ace^^-or  made  alive  onto 
God«-he  cannot  be  fitted  for  the  communion  of  saints  on  earth,  nor 
the  enjoyment  of  God  in  Heaven ;  tliat  where  God  hath  begun  a 
good  workf  he  will  carry  it  on  to  the  end  ;  that  there  is  an  elecitoc  of 
grace--an  effectual  calling,  &c.  and  that  the  happiness  cf  the  riga> 
teous  and  the  misery  of  the  wicked  will  both  be  eternal. 

The  doctrines*  of  Arius  and  Socinust  with  their  concomitant  train 
•f  errors,  have  found  scarce  any  advocates  among  them  ;  if  any  em- 
brace these,  they  are  by  a  general  consent  disowned  and  excluded 
from  fellowship. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  has  been  differently  understood. 
The  old  churches  pretty  uniformerly  held  that  it  ^zs  particular  ;  that 
is»  that  Christ  died  for  the  dai  only,  and  that  in  his  stupendous  suSlrr- 
ings»  no  respect  was  had  to,  ner  any  provision  made  for,  any  ethers  of 
Adam's  ruined  race.  This  was  called  the  strict  Calvinlsticic  or  Gillite 
plan.  Yet  there  have  been  some  all  along,  who  found  this  meat  too 
strong  for  their  appetite  and  digestion.  These  brethren,  notwithbtandf 
mg  they  disclaimed  all  merit  in  the  creatnre,  and  held  that  salvation 
was  by  grace  alone,  were  generally  denominated  Arminians,  as  it  was 
thought  there  could  be  no  medium  between  the  systems  of  John  of 
Geneva,  and  James  of  Amsterdam.  The  latitudinarian  principles  of 
such  brethren,  had,  however,  gained  ground  conslderablj  previous  to 
the  importation  of  Dr.  Fuller's  piece,  entitled,  The  Gospel  worthy  of  aU 
accepiation^  which  represents  the  Atonement  as  general  in  its  nature 
but  particular  in  its  application.  This  new  explanation  was  by  many 
considered  as  affording  peculiar  relief  to  the  embarrassments  of  die 
Gillite  plan  ;  multitudes  every  where  became  the  disciples  of  our  fa* 
mous  £r\gli&h  divine  ;  so  that  now  it  is  probable  the  greater  part  of 
the  American  churches  have  fallen  in  with  his  views.  There  are  some, 
however,  who  find  considerable  diHicuUies  attending  botii  Gill's  an^ 
Fuller's  definitions  of  this  mysterious  subject,  and  who,  witliouc  either 
sceptical  indefference,  or  a  strenuous  actuchment  to  systems  of  hu- 
man arrangement,  content  themselves  with  believing  merely,  tliat 
God  so  Ivfted  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only  begotton  Sun,  that  who* 
soever  bilieveth  onkfm,  should  not  peiisb|  but  have  everlasting  life. 

•  It  will  be  observed  by  the  attentive  rca<!cr,  that  thrcxij^hout  this  work,  the 
autlior  has  never  used  t!ie  wonl  doctrines  as  applicil  to  such  setuimciits  as  cjur 
denomination  generally  ackTiowicdj^e  to  be  true.  I  know  our  best  writers  use 
the  expressions  Doctrines  of  the  Goificl'^lJoctrines  of  Grace^  iS'r,  I  cic.  lut 
say  they  are  wrong,  but  1  can  say  1  see  no  pi-opriety  in  tbcm,  liie  muitini- 
rious  ciToi's  of  human  und  infernal  invention  are  denonunatecl  the  cfoctrint «.  of 
mtn^^fhc  doctrincB  ofdevib,  life  but  as  if  to  represent  tlie  lu'.itv  of  the  ^-^  ^^A 
plan,  tins  noun,  when  apniietl  to  divine  prkicijjles.  Is  not  once  in  tbc  New-'i  cv 
Liment  a«e(l  in  the  nlural,  but  always  in  thesmprnlar  mimlxrr.  Hence  we  ixad 
alfsoand</oc//'wie,  tlie  docirinc  orteacliineof  ^od— o4  Ckriat^gi  Lh<^  A:>us« 
tlc»,&c.  * 
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The  ministers  of  this  connexion  arc,  for  the  most  part,  a  sst  of  plaia 
laborious  preachers,  who  strive  more  to  adJress  themselves  to  the 
consciences  of  their  hearers,  than  to  amase  them  widi  the  flowers  of 
rhetorick  and  the  embellishments  of  style*     But  a  small  portion  of 
them  have  anj  considerable  share  of  human  learning,  but  they  are 
capable  of  speaking  to  the  understanding  and  comfort  of  their  brethr 
rcn  :  no  set  of  preachers,  except  the  Methodists,  are  more  incessant  in! 
their  labours  ;  none  preach  with  greater  effect ;  and,  with  not  many 
exceptions,  they  have  and  do   now   support  a  character  becoming, 
their  sacred  profession  :  and  if  some  have  turned  out  bad,  let  the  de- 
nomination that  is  without  sin,  cast  the  first  stone.     When  it  is  con- 
sidered how  little  they  have  received  for  tlieir  services,  and  how  strait-^ 
ened  their  circumstances  have  been,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  they^ 
have  continued  so  incessant  in  their  labours.     Some  may  ascribe  their 
zeal  to  party  and  proselyting  motives ;  but  those  who  know  them  best*. 
will  trace  it  to  a  higher  and  more  respectable  origin. 

As  a  body,  the  temporal  circumstances  of  our  brethren,  notwithstand- 
ing their  scanty  allowances,  have  been  bettered  more  than  a  hundred 
per  cent,  within  twenty  or  thirty  years  past.  I  am  inclint-d  to  think, 
considerably  over  five  hundred  churches  have  arisen  on  ground  which 
was  in  a  wilderness  state  at  the  close  of  the  last  war.  Most  of  the' 
preachers  who  emigrated  early  to  these  settlements,  have,  by  taking  up, 
new  lands  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  by  clearing  them  by  their  own  exertions, 
and  by  the  assistance  of  their  brethren,  obtained  estates  wliich  a£For4 
them  a  comfortable  subsistence ;  and  some,  by  this  n\eans  have  acquir- 
ed a  considerable  degree  of  opulence.  Many  of  those  in  older  settle- 
ments, have,  from  necessity,  found  out  expedients,  by  which  they  have, 
obtained  a  competent  supply  of  the  meat  that  perisheth  ;  some  have  ac- 
quired good  estates  by  inheritance,  but  not  one  in  a  tliousand  has  laid 
up  riches  to  any  considerable  amount  from  his  salary  for  preaching. 

Of  the  great  numbers  of  Baptist  ministers  in  America,  twenty  or  thir- 
ty are  probably  worth  twenty  thousand  dollars,  or  upwards ;  a  very 
few  are  reputed  to  be  worth  from  three  to  five  times  that  sum*  From 
fifty  to  seventy-five,  may  be  wortli  ten  thousand  ;  four  or  five  hun- 
dred. Rye  thousand  ;  probably  about  two  hundred*  are  absolutely  poor^ 
and  the  rest  have  estates  of  every  variety  of  value  under  the  sum  last 
mentioned.  The  acquisition  of  the  knowledge  necessary  to  make 
this  statement  was  not  a  constituent  part  of  the  original  plan  of  this 
work ;  but  having  the  curiosity  to  learn  the  circumstances  of  my 
brethren,  I  ^ade  inquiries,  not  of  them,  but  of  their  neighbours,  and 
am  confident  I  have  not  overrated  their  temporal  abilities. 

A  great  portion  of  these  ministers  are  in  the  middle  and  advanced 
stages  of  life  $  those  who  are  young  in  the  ministry,  and  such  as  may 
hereafter  engage  in  it,  have  a  three-fold  prospect  before  them  :  i  st, 
they  must  engage  in  a  systematick  course  of  secular  concerns  for  a 
livelihood,  which  cannot  but  obstruct  their  ministerial  usefulness  ;  or,^ 
2dly,  they  must  be  contented  to  sit  down  under  the  pressure  of  penury 
and  want ;  or,  3dly,  the  churches  must  come  forward  upon  a  more 
liberal  plan,  and  show  by  their  conduct  that  they  believe  what  their 
Bibles  teach  them  on  this  important  subject,  viz.  that  the  labourer  is 

*  In  this  Dumber  we  do  not  include  tho^  who  are  not  yet  settled.    Couilting 
them,  there  are  probably  more  who  have  no  estate  of  any  kind. 
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vorthj  of  his  hire,  and  that  they,  who  preach  the  gospel,  shall  Verc 
of  the  same.  These  sentiments,  our  churches  uniformly  profess  to 
believe,  and  yet  too  generally  conduct  as  though  they  had  but  little 
influence  on  their  minds.  Their  parsimonious  habits  with  regard  to 
the  support  of  the  gospel,  were  acquired  at  an  early  period  of  their 
existence,  and  mostly  by  means  of  their  ministers,  who  declaimed  mucli 
against  hirelings,  salary-men,  &c.  and  many  had  to  feel  through  life 
the  ill  effects  of  their  instructions. 

In  New-England,  the  b\isiness  of  parish  taxes  for  the  support  of  the 
established  clergy,  was  pushed  forward  with  rigour,  and  ministers  and 
brethren  united  to  cry  down  the  offensive  and  unrighteous  economy, 
but  took  no  pains  to  establish  a  better  one  in  its  room.  The  tobacco 
salaries  of  the  £piscopal  clergy  in  Virginia  became  obnoxious  to  all 
cfissenters,  and  to  none  more  than  the  Baptises ;  but  in  arguing  against 
them,  they,  like  the  New-En^landers,  forgot,  or  at  least  made  no  pro- 
vision for  a  gospel  method  ot  supporting  their  own  ministers.  Neg- 
lectful habits  in  both  cases  ensued,  which  have  had  an  extensile  and 
unfriendly  influence.  Kentucky  is  nothing  more  than  a  part  of  Vir* 
ginia  moved  over  the  mountains  ;  and  to  the  other  western,  and  all 
the  more  southern  States^  Virginian  brethren  emigrated,  and  carried 
their  calculations  with  them. 

There  is  a  line  of  old  churches  through  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania* 
and  Delaware,  which  never  had  any  ecclesiastical  establishments  nor 
religious  publicans  to  contend  with,  and  which  have,  from  their  begin- 
ning, been  better  endowed,  and  made  better  provision  for  U^eir  mia* 
isters  than  any  Baptist  churches  in  America. 

In  the  peculiar  circumflances  we  have  mentioned,  and  under 
the  unfriendly  biasses  tbey  produced,  most  of  the  early  churches  in 
this  country  began  their  career ;  and  from  the  unseasonable  indiscrim- 
mating  discourses  of  their  ministers,  they  became  deeply  instructed  in 
a  lesson,  which  covetous  nature  is  apt  enough  to  learn,  the  embarrass- 
ing effects  of  which  are  feh  to  this  day.  A  deacon  once  said  to  his 
minister,  The  Lord  leep  thee  humlUf  and  we^tt  keep  thee  poor.  A  minister 
once  said  to  his  people,  whom  he  was  obliged  to  leave,  Tou  love  the 
gospel — but  you  love  jour  money  hetter^  Bat  whatever  inconveniences 
ministers  feel  from  the  pai simony  of  their  brethren,  they  generally  de- 
cline saying  much  on  the  subject.  And  indeed  it  is  an  unwelcome 
task  for  a  minister  to  teach  a  lesson,  which  he  is  much  interested  to 
enforce,  but  his  people  to  oppose  and  neglect.  If  a  church  cannot  see 
and  will  not  supply  the  needs  of  their  pastor,  let  him  give  them  a  hint 
of  it  by  a  letter  of  resignation,  and  not  be  always  begging  for  more 
salary. 

The  brethren  in  Virginia  perhaps  exceed  those  in  any  other  State 
in  withholding  their  carnal  things  from  those  who  labour  among  them. 
One  of  their  ministers,  who  is  very  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their 
affairs,  writes  thus :  *'  The  support  of  preachers  in  Virctnia  is  ex- 
tremely precarious.  By  most  it  is  viewed  as  a  matter  of  alms,  and  of 
course  afforded  only  to  the  needy.  I  doubt  whether  there  is  one, 
who  averages  300  dollars  per  annum,  and  perhaps  not  ten,  who  get 
150  regularly.  Some  of  the  most  popular  and  laborious  preachers  in 
^he  State,  often  pass  more  than  twelve  months,  without  receiving  a 
cent  for  their  publick  services.    No  man  dare  preach  about  it.    at 
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IS  at  once  ^famed  as  a  money-hunter^  &c."  Similar  obsenratiohs 
may  be  made  respecting  the  churches  lu  many  other  parts  of  tike 
United  States.  The  same  writer  informs  us^  that  *^  the  preachers  in 
Virginia,  notwith&taading  their  scanty  allowance^  are  generally  upoa 
'  a  mediocrity  in  point  of  property  ;  if  any  thingy  rather  below."  Ten* 
he  supposes*  may  be  worth  ten  thousand  dollars  each,  independent  of 
their  slaves ;  seventy  or  eighty,  five  thousand  ;  and  not  more  than  twen* 
ty  in  the  State  may  be  called  paupers.  One  minister  in  Chesterfield 
•ounty  is  reputed  worth  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  the  views  of  many  of  our  brethren*  res* 
pecting  their  duty  towards  their  ministers*  we  will  quote  the  two  fol- 
lowing ingenious  pieces*  which  were  written  about  the  same  time*  by 
men  who  lived  about  a  thousand  miles  apart*  and  who  appear  to  have 
been  wholly  unacquainted  with  each  other*  The  first  was  published 
by  Mr.  John  Leland*  in  his  Budget  of  Scraps*  in  18 iq.  Tbe  other  is 
part  of  a  Circular  Letter*  which  was  published  in  the  Minjutes  of  thf 
Georgia  Association*  for  1 808.  The  letter*  as  appears  by  the  Minutes^ 
was  written  by  llev.  Thomas  Rhodes. 

'•  MAKY  MEM  OF  MANY   MINDS. 

**  How  various  are  the  .opinions  of  men  respecting  the  mode  of  sup* 
porting  gospel  ministers ! 

**  A  thinks  that  preachers  of  the  gospel  should  be  qualified*  inducted* 
>and  supported  in  a  mode  to  be  prescribed  by  the  statute  laws. 

*'  B  is  of  opinion  that  a  preacher  i$  not  entitled  to  any  compensation 
for  his  services*  unless  he  is  poor  and  shiftless*  and  cannot  live  without 
the  alms  of  the  people. 

<*  C  says*  that  it  takes  htm  as  long  t«  go  to  meeting  and  hear  the 
preacher*  as  it  does  for  the  preacher  to  go  and  preach*  and  their  obli- 
l^ations  are  therefore  rectprocaL 

^*  D  believes  that  a  rich  preacher  is  as  nouch  entitled  to  a  reward  for 
his  labour  as  if  he  was  poor* 

^  '*  B  believes  a  preacher  should  give  the  whole  of  his  time  to  readings 
meditating*  preaching*  prayings  and  visiting  ;  and  therefore  he  ought 
to  be  liberally  supported  %  not  in  the  light  of  alms*  but  in  that  of  a 
gospel  debt. 

*•  /'joins  with  E^  with  this  proviso,  that  the  liberal  support  be  aver- 
aged on  all  the  members  of  the  church*  according  to  property  and 
privilege. 

*^  G  also  agrees  with  £*  provided  the  liberal  support  be  raised  by  a 
free,  publick  contribution,  without  any  knowledge  or  examination  what 
«ach  individual  does. 

^*  H  chooses  to  tax  himself,  and  constable  his  ow^  naoney  to  his 
preacher*  without  consulting  any  other. 

'*/  loves  the  preachers,  and  pays  them  with  blessings  ;  but  tlie  sound 
of  money  drives  all  good  feelings  from  his  heajt. 

*<  When  7  hears  a  man  preach*  that  he  does  not  believe  is  sent  of 
God,  he  feels  under  no  obligation  to  give  him  any  thing  ;  and  when  he 
hears  a  preacher  that  gives  him  evidence  that  he  is  in  the  service  of 
the  Lord  and  devoted  to  the  work*  he  forms  the  conclusion  ttiat  tbib 
Lord  pays  the  preacher  well  for  his  work  as  he  goes  along. 

^  K  likes  preactfcrs  very  well,  but  preaching  rather  better ;  he  feels, 
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therefore,  best  pleased  when  the  preacher  fafls  comiagv  aad  a  gap 
dpens  for  himself;  for  he  bad  rather  wotk  his  passage^  and  take  his 
turn  at  the  helm,  than  pay  a  pilot. 

<*  L  arguesi  like  a  man»  that  the  preacher  onght  to  receive  some* 
thing  handsome  for  his  services ;  and  laments  that  himself  is  in  debt, 
and  cannot  communicate  any  thing  without  defrauding  his  creditors  : 
at  the  same  time»  he  takes  special  care  to  keep  always  in  debt  for  cheap 
farms,  wild  landt  or  some  other  article  of  an  increasing  mature. 

^  ^  is  a  man  of  a  thousand;  He  argues  that  the  mode  of  support* 
ing  ministers  is  left  blank  in  the  New -Testament ;  because  tkoonewt^Ji 
would  be  economical  in  all  places :  but  that  the  deed  itself  is  enjoin- 
ed on  all|  who  are  taught  by  an  ordinance  of  Heaven.  If,  therefore^ 
a  contribution  is  recommended,  M  will  be  foremost  to  the  box.  When 
a  subscription  is  judged  most  advisable,  his  name  will  be  first  on  the 
list.  If  averaging  is  considered  most  equitable,  he  will  add  a  little  to 
his  bill,  lest  others  should  fail.  And  if  no  mode  at  all  is  agreed  upoii« 
still  M9  as  an  individual,  will  contribute  by  himself  \  for  he  reasons, 
that  if  others  are  remiss,  it  is  neither  precedent  nor  excuse  for  htou 
He  does  not  give  to  be  seen  of  men,  but  because  hit  heart  is  in  it : 
and  ihtwt  gospel  debts  (as  he  calls  them)  he  pays  with  as  much  devotion, 
as  he  spreads  his  hands  in  prayer  to  God.  The  creed  of  bis  faith, 
which  seems  to  be  written  on  his  heart,  is,  **That  although  all  the 
money  in  the  world  cannot  piurcha&e  pardon  of  sin,  or  the  smiles  of  a 
reconciled  God ;  yet  religion  always  has  cost  money  or  worth,  from 
Abel's  lamb  to  the  present  day.  And  that  the  man  who  will  not  part 
with  a  little  money,  for  the  sake  of  him  who  parted  with  his  blood  for 
sinners,  is  a  wicked  disciple." 

<*  N  approves  of  the  faith  and  profession  of  M  in  every  particulaTy 
but  reduces  notliing  of  it  to  practice. 

*<  0,  like  his  make,  believes  nothing,  does  nothing,  and  is  as  near 
nothing  as  any  thing  can  be." 

from  the  Georgia  Minutes, 
"the  church  in  cokf£Rknce  assembled. 

<<  The  deacon  arose  and  said,  **  It  is  time,  brethren,  to  make  up 
something  for  the  support  of  our  minister."  (Offering  a  subscHfiicnJ 
fVhereupoUt 

^  A  said  he  thought  it  to  be  a  matter  of  mere  charity^  and  (as  charity 
begins  at  home)  he  was  bound  to  provide  for  his  own  ;  at  any  rate, 
he  thought  the  minister  to  be  as  well  off  as  he,  and  many  of  his  breth- 
ren were  ;  and  therefore  considered  himself  under  no  obligation. 

**B  replied,  that  it  could  not  be  a  matter  of  charity  ai  ally  since  the 
laws  of  nature  and  of  God  enjoined  it ;  and  their  own  call  of  the 
brother  made  it  a  matter  of  mora/ obligation. 

*'  C  alleged  that  he  had  subscribed  iiberally  to  a  useful  institution, 
and  must  be  excused  in  that  case. 

**  D  said,  he  had  assisted /r^^/f  in  building  the  meeting-house,  and 
roust  have  time  to  recover  it. 

<<  E  rejoined,  he  had  been  building  houses  or  mills,  and  had  no 
money  left  for  any  purpose. 

**  F  said  he  had  a  son  lately  married,  and  it  had  caUed  for  all  he 
could  raise. 
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**  G  stated,  that  he  had  mad?  sercral  contractSi  and  feared  ho  sliould 
not  be  able  to  meet  them,  &c. 

**  II  arose  and  said,  he  was  very  mnch  astonished  at  the  pleas  urg- 
ed ;  as  if  liberalities  to  other  iostitucionSy  aiding  to  build  mecting-house.c^ 
erecting  cosily  houses,  mjiing  sumptuous  marriageSt  or  contracts  ta 
amass  wealth,  could  e:^onerace  from  a  positive  duty. 

*<  /  remarked,  he  had  made  a  short  crop,  and  had  nothing  to  spare* 
To  which  agreed  J^  if,  Z,,  and  M* 

^*N  said,  he  was  poor,  and  il>ougb  willing^  was  unable  to  do  any  thing* 
Witli  whom  0,  P,  and  Q  ^^greed. 

"  R  stated,  that  short  cmps  and  poverty  might  excuse  from  doing 
mtubt  but  cottld  be  no  just  plea  for  doing  nothing  ;  since  it  is  required 
according  to  what  he  has,  and  not  according  to  what  he  has  not. 

**  «^  saidy  he  never  subscribed  to  any  paper.  To  whom  said  TV 
'*  Yes,  brother,  I  am  for  none  of  this  obiigaiion  ;  if  I  get  any  thing  (9 
^re^  I  will  give  it,  and  be  done  with  it.'* 

^  Kp  tV^  X  and,  T^  alleged,  that  they  thought  it  rather  dangerout 
to  give  Hheraily^  lest  they  should  make  their  minister /row^^,  and  so  bin* 
der  his  usefulness,  &c« 

<*  Z,  rising  soberly,  said,  he  had  attended  to  what  bad  been  said  on 
the  subject,  and  was  grieved  in  spirii  to  hear  so  many  objections  to  ther 
discharge  of  a  reasonable  and  jus f  duty  :  he  feared  that  a  spirit  of  priJe^ 
and  covetouenese  had  disposed  them  to  serve  themselves  of  the  good 
things  of  Cod,  without  returning  him  011^  tliankful  offering :  he  won- 
dered how  ChrislianS'  could  expect  the  continuance  of  the  blessings  of 
life,  who  are  more  abusive  of,  and  unthankful  for  them,  than  headiena 
who  never  use  any  of  a  new  crop,  till  they  have  offered  the  first 
fruits  to  the  great  Giver  of  aU  good.  To  the  brethren,  who  are  so 
afiraid  of  spoiling  the  minister  by  liberalities,  he*  said,  '<  are  not  your 
sons  and  daughters  as  lovely,  and  their  souls  as  precious  in  your  sight 
as  your  minister  ?  If  so,  why  do  you  not  govern  them  by  the  same 
rule  ;  and  when  the  sons  request  superfnes  to  wear,  high  pr\%ed^  gaily 
horses,  and^/^jr  or  sissly  dollar  saddles  to  ride,  and  the  daughters  lute^ 
string  dresses  with  trails  from  three  tojSW  feet  in  length,  j&t^  bonnets  and 
feathers^  and  other  cosily  equipage  of  dress  ;  why  do  you  not  say,  «*  no, 
my  lovely  children,  these  will  make  you  proud  and  ruin  you."  No, 
your  families  can  be  and  appear  in  all  the  fajhionable  elegance  of  dress^ 
and  your  boards  loaded  with  all  the  luxuries  of  hfe^  without  adverting 
to  the  evil  consequences  of  such  conduct.  '*  i  would,  (said  he)  that 
brethren  would  be  consistent.*' 

•«  Dear  brethren,  the  spirit  and  result  of  the  above  are  often  seen  in 
the  face  of  your  subscription-papers.  There  we  ste  annexed  to  some 
names  ten  dollars ;  to  others, five;  others, one;  and  others, nothing ;  some 
giving  and  others  withholding  more  than  is  meet ;  by  which  it  much 
oftener  happens  that  the  preacher  is  like  the  colt  tied  where  two  nvays 
metp  than  likely  to  be  exalted  by  the  abundance  f>f  your  liberality. 
And,  indeed,  if  any  of  you  think  the  standing  and  usefulness  of  your 
minister  depend  on  his  poverty,  we  would  advise  you  to  be  liberal  to 
him,  that  he  may  he  proven  and  stand  in  his  true  light ;  and  especially 
we  recommend  this  measure,  as  thereby  you  will  have  done  your  duty, 
and  relieved  a  poor  minister  of  God  on  the  one  hand,  or  have  tUtecttd 
a  hjpocutey  freed  the  church  of  a  pest,  and  the  world  of  an  impostor. 
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on  the  other.  The  faithful  serrant  of  Christ,  instead  of  being  haugk* 
ty,  would  be  humbled  by  the  abounding  of  your  liberality.  How  re- 
lieved and  comforted  would  the  poor  minister  be,  if  his  brethren  were 
to  say  to  him,  as  a  late,  meek  old  minister  said  to  a  young  one  on  bis 
commeocing  his  ministry — **  Go  on^  brother  %  it  the  cause  of  your  Master^ 
and  he  not  anxious  about  the  family^  for  they  shall  never  sujfer  as  long  as  I 
live."  But  we  speak  not  with  respect  to  want,  or  that  we  de&ire  a  gift  5 
but  that  you  may  have  fruit,  which  may  abound  to  your  account,  to 
praise  and  honour  at  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  chief  Shepherd.  Phi^ 
lipp.  iv.  II — 17."  ■ 

The  churches  in  the  cities  and  prtnctpal  towns  have  generally  d»* 
vised  means  to  afford  their  pastors  a  competent  support :  many  of 
those  in  the  country  have  reformed  much  of  tlieir  former  negUgence^ 
and  a  more  liberal  spirit  is*  in  many  places,  prevailing. 

A  review  of  the  progress  of  the  gospel  will  convince  us  that  churches 
are  seldom  on  the  gospel  line  with  regard  to  the  support  of  their 
ministers  1  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  upoQ  a  lar^  scale  the  cause 
of  Christ  has  been  more  injured  by  ministers'  receiving  too  much  than 
too  little.  A  preacher,  who  has  a  princely  salary,  i»  tempted  to  adopt 
a  style  proportionate,  and  in  consequence  beconses  inaccessible  and  on- 
profitable  to  the  poor  of  his  flock,  who  are  generally  the  most  oumer* 
ous  and  better  part  of  it* 

There  is  a  place  somewhere  between  the  palace  and  the  alms-hoase» 
where  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  ought  to  reside ;  but  it  is  a  notoriooa 
fact,  that  the  real  servanu  of  Christ,  in  all  ages  and  countries,  as  John 
Leland  somewhere  observes,  have  been  like  the  camels  of  Arabiat 
who,  wlule  they  carry  spices  and  jewels,  htd  on  shrubs  and  thistles. 

As  to  our  connexion  in  Americat  we  will  not  cast  all  the  blame  of 
this  affair  on  the  churches,  since  the  ministers  ought  to  bear  no  incon« 
siderable  share  of  it.  Many,  we  have  shown,  by  their  imprudent  c!is- 
courses,  excited  prejudices,  which  were  hard  to  counteract;  and  some 
at  this  present  time,  who  have  a  competency  of  worldly  things,  either 
by  heirship  or  by  the  favourable  tarns  of  fortune*  refuse  to  receive  a 
reward  for  their  ministerial  services }  and,  to  gain  popularity,  speak  oft- 
en on  the  subjectt  and  rather  discountenance  the  practice,  net  consider- 
ing that  but  tew  of  their  brethren  are  in  their  circumstances.  Many, 
who  engage  in  the  ministry,  go  directly  into  secular  employments^ 
before  they  try  the  experiment*  whether  they  will  be  supported  without 
them.  They  soon  get  so  embarrassed  in  worldly  pursuits*  that  they 
cannot  devote  much  time  to  study  nor  visiting  their  flocks ;  so  that  i 
their  people  give  them  but  little  for  preaching,  they  give  as  much  as 
it  is  worth.  And  it  may  happen  that  those,  who  have  competent 
salaries  granted  them,  instead  of  being  assiduous  in  the  duties  of  their 
ministry,  spend  most  of  their  time  in  indolence,  or  eke  in  plans  and 
pursuits  to  lay  up  money.  We  do  not  pretend  that  many  or^onr  min- 
isters come  under  this  last  class*  as  but  few  of  them  are  in  the  circum- 
stances  it  describes. 

The  Baptists  have  constantly  been  accused  of  despising  literature^ 
and  of  teaching  maxims  unfriendly  to  its  prevalence.  This  is  an  acca* 
sation  in  many  respects  groundless*  in  others  it  needs  some  qualifies* 
tion.  The  acquisition  of  the  common  rudiments  of  learning,  they 
liave  certainty  always  encouraged ;  but  they  have  so  often  seen  Ureek| 
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and  Latin,  and  Hebrew,  placed  over  the  bead  of  theSayiottr,  that  it 
is  not  strange  if  they  have  carried  their  prejudices  against  learned 
ministers  to  an  undue  extreme.  But  a  relish  for  literature  is  prevail- 
ing* and  its  usefulness  to  minbters  is  more  generally  acknowledged 
than  formerly,  though  none  of  our  churches  nor  any  of  our  ministers^ 
•whether  learned  or  unlearned,  haye  adopted  the  most  absurd  of  all 
absurd  propositions,  that  a  man  of  gifts  and  grace,  who  has  a  dispen* 
sation  of  the  gospel  committed  to  him,  cannot  be  qualified  for  the 
work,  until  he  has  gone  the  round  of  academical  studies-^obtained  a 
smattering  of  Greek  and  Latin — of  Euclid  and  Algebra — Navigation 
and  Surveying — beenconstitutedMasterof  Arts— and  studied  divinity 
six  months  or  a  year.  Should  the  period  ever  arrive  m  which  Baptist 
churches  shall  confine  the  ministry  to  college-men  only,  then  transmi- 
gration will  be  rapid»  and  other  churches  will  be  formed  from  them, 
as  they  have  been  built  up  from  all  othersi  who  have  adopted  this 
practice* 

That  learning  is  useful  for  a  preacher,  none*  who  know  its  benefic 
QT  have  felt  its  need,  will  deny  ;  but  the  true  church  of  Christ  never 
has,  and  in  my  opinbn  never  will,  hold  that  gospel  ministers  may  no( 
guide  their  feUow-men  in  the  path  of  salvation  without  it. 

The  Baptists  in  all  countries  and  ages  have  allowed  and  encouraF 
ged  all  their  brethren,  who  have  gifts,  whether  set  apart  for  the  min- 
istry or  not,  to  exercise  them  in  their  assemblies  $  and,  when  they  are 
alive  in  religion,  have  many  conferences  and  social  meetings  for  the 
purpose.  Meetings  for  social  worship  will  generally  be  found  a  good 
thermometer,  by  which  the  temperature  of  churches  may  be  correct- 
ly ascertained :  those  which  have  no  meetings  except  on  Lord's  days, 
and  where  none  but  the  minister  ukes  any  part  in  devotional  exercises, 
may  be  considered  in  a  cold  latitude. 

Some  of  our  churches  approbate  brethren  to  preach,  whose  gifts 
lie  mostly  in  exhortation,  and  many  have  wislied  for  some  regulation 
of  this  matter.  In  churches  where  graces  abound,  and  whose  mem- 
bers stand  at  their  proper  posts,  there  will  be  a  great  variety  of  gifts, 
which  ought  to  be  encouraged  as  helpst  both  to  the  pastor  and  fiock. 
These  gifts  ought  to  be  examined  by  the  church,  and  each  brother 
advised  to  exercise  himself  in  the  duty,  which  he  appears  best  quali- 
fied to  perform.  But  none  should  be  sent  out  in  the  ministerial  char- 
acter, nor  be  invested  with  the  pastoral  office,  but  such  as  are  able 
both  to  unfold  and  defend  the  doctrine  of  the  cross.  A  brother  may 
be  useful  at  home,  who  u  poorly  qualified  to  travel  and  preach 
abroad. 

Our  churches  generally  license  (as  it  is  called)  those  who  have  gifts 
promising  for  the  ministry ;  and  after  standing  as  lincentiates  a  year  or 
two,  they  are  ordained  as  administrators*  This  custom  they  have 
probably  slid  into  without  much  consideration.  Some  are  of  opinion 
that  a  man,  who  is  fellowshipped  as  a  preacher  of  die  gospel,  should 
at  the  same  time  be  qualified  to  administer  its  ordinances.  If  it  be  said, 
a  trial  is  necessary  to  determine  whether  he  have  gifts  or  not,  they  i^- 
ply,  Let  this  trial  be  sufficiently  made  before  he  receives  his  iioense  or 
approbation,  and  let  htm  be  kept  at  home  and  under  the  eye  of  the 
cburch  during  the  time.  This  measure  would  confine  ordination  t# 
tlie  church* 
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Most,  who  become  preachers  among  the  Baptists^  do  it  with  reluc- 
tance ami  with  many  fears  of  their  insufficiency  ;  and  indeed  I  chink 
no  man  should  undertake  to  preach,  if  he  can,  with  a  good  conscience* 
let  it  alone ;  or,  to  speak  without  paradox,  those  whom  God  designs 
for  his  service  will  find  a  necessity  laid  upon  them  ;  all  their  views, 
plans  and  calculations  will  centre  in  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  and 
all  the  anticipated  scenes  of  future  life  will  be  placed  in  the  gospel 
vineyard.  When  churches  are  in  gospel  order,  those  who  are  excited 
by  the  Divine  Spirit  to  the  sacred  work  of  dispensing  the  word  of  life, 
will  have  no  occasion  to  press  their  brethren  for  approbation  :  they 
will  discover  their  gifts,  will  foster  them,  and  lead  them  forward  im 
their  proper  employment.  There  are,  now  and  then,  cases  of  brethrea 
taking  it  into  their  heads  they  mutt  preach,  when  no  body  else  thinks 
they  can ;  and  some  churches,  instead  of  dealing  plainly  with  them, 
and  deciding  according  to  their  judgments,  set  them  to  work  to  keep 
them  quiet.    But  diese  instances,  we  are  glad  to  say,  are  not  common. 

Associations  among  the  Baptists  have  arisen,  in  some  cases,  from 
necessity,  in  others  from  convenience,  but  in  most  from  imitation. 
Their  utility  cannot  be  disputed  ;  their  powers  are  generally  defined 
to  be  just  none  at  all,  and  yet  many  fear  that  they  may  in  time  usurp 
too  high  a  place.  Many  benefits  have  followed  their  operation,  yet 
some  difficulties  have  also  attended  their  progress,  as  the  preceding 
narratives  will  show.  When  they  are  held  and  managed  as  assem- 
blies for  edification  and  councils  of  advice,  no  harm  can  possibly  result 
to  the  churches  from  them  ;  their  independency,  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
the  word,  may  be  maintained  in  an  associate  connexion.  There  is, 
however,  in  the  human  mind,  an  anxious  desire  for  a  coOrt  of  appeal ; 
and  some  Associations,  by  listening  to  the  complaints  of  individuals,  by 
interfering  and  deciding  in  the  controversies  of  churches,  have  embar- 
rassed their  progress,  and  taken  stands  which  they  could  not  maintain, 
consistent  with  their  advisory  principles.  Churches  in  the  same  As- 
sociation often  fall  into  disputes,  by  which  their  fellowship  is  interrupt- 
ed ;  and  it  is  certainly  preposterous  and  inconsistent  for  them  to  re- 
main in  an  associated  fellowship,  when  they  are  at  variance  at  home. 
In  such  cases,  all  a;^ree  something  should  be  done ;  but  this  something 
has  never  been  clearly  and  satisfactorily  defined.  Some,  because  w 
these  things,  object  to  Associations  altogether,  as  difficult  in  tlieir  man- 
agement, dangerous  in  their  consequences,  and  likely  to  do  more  hurt 
than  good.  It  is  oftener  mnch  easier  to  find  fault  with  others  than 
amend  ourselves :  those  very  persons,  who  object  to  Associations, 
form,  notwithstanding,  ecclesiastical  combinations  much  of  the  same' 
nature.  As  naturally  as  animals  of  t!)e  same  species  flock  together,  so 
will  Christians  of  the  same  sentiments  gUther  into  churches,  and 
churches  of  the  same  faith  and  order  form  into  combinations  or  As- 
sociations of  some  kind  or  other.  Most  heads  have  horns,  which  may 
be  misused  ;  all  have  places  where  they  may  be  planted,  and  the  buiiness 
©f  those  who  fear  tlieir  effects,  is  to  bind  theni  fast,  or  keep  them  from 
growing.  A  duly  organized  church  of  Christ  is  the  highest  ecclesias- 
tical tribunal  on  earth,  from  whose  decisions  there  is  no  appeal  If 
Associations  cannot  be  maintained  without  infringing  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, they  had  better  be  given  up :  but  those,  vtlio  liave  been  the  long- 
est  concerned  in  them,  and  who  are  best  qualified  to  give  a  judgment 
in  the  case,  believe  they  caa* 
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The  Word  Society  is  used  in  diffisrent  senses  by  different  portions 
of  the  American  Baptists.     It  is  frequently  applied  in  all  places  to  thtf 
denomination  at  large.     In  Kentucky  and  some  other  parts,  ivhen  chef 
speak  of  members  in  society,  they  mean  church  members  only.     In 
•ome  places,  particularly  in  New- York,  by  society  meetings  are  gen* 
erally  understood  meetings  for  social  worship  ;  but  throughout  New« 
England,  and  in  many  places  in  a  number  of  other  States,  the  term 
Society  is  applied  to  a  body  of  men,  who  profess  an  attachment  tO 
Bapti&t  principles,  and  who  are  associated  in  a  distinct  capacity  to 
co-operate  with  the  churches^     The  laws  of  New-England  make  it 
necessary  for  every  dissenter  to  take  shelter  somewhere  ;  the  Baptists^ 
at  an  early  period,  set  apart  outward  sanctuaries,  like  the  court  of  tha 
Gentiles,  hard  by  the  porches  of  their  temples,  in  which  those,  who 
were  inclined  to  their  sentiments,  mieht  find  protection.    And  now  a 
multitude  of  churches  in  New-England,  and  many  elsewhere,  have 
attached  to  their  interests  large  fraternities  of  adherents  called  society* 
men.    They  have  no  voice  in  the  churches,  nor  any  concern  in  their 
discipline  or  spiritual  affairs  ;   in  outward  concerns  they  take  a  partf 
and  often  do  the  most.     These  societies  are  regulated  by  rules  of  thcit 
own,  and  no  very  rigorous  requirements  are  made  of  candidates  for 
admission.    The  brethren  of  churches  generally  are  members  of  them* 
some  others  are  hopefully  men  of  piety^  who  have  not  professed  relig« 
ion,  and  of  the  rest  many  are  worthy  characters,  who  are  sincerely 
attached  to  the  Baptist  cause,  and  do  much  for  its  support  i  but  som# 
sire  like  rough  or  rolling  stones  in  a  building  i   they  have  no  convic* 
tion  of  Baptist  sentiments,  care  nothing  for  them  or  their  cau^,  laugh 
at  their  :teal,  and  after  having  christened  themselves  with  their  name, 
ridicule  all  their  distinguishing  sentiments  and  practices  |  in  some  in* 
stances,  they  have  been  chased  into  this  Baptist  out-house  by  the  parish 
assessors,  in  others  they  have  come  from  political  motives,  many  from 
whim  and  caprice,  but  nobody  can  tell  why  many  of  the  rest  have 
taken  a  stand  on  the  Baptist  side.     These  observations  must  be  under* 
stood  as  applying  to  this  social  system  at  large.     These  societies  are 
Hot  always  set  in  motion  by  church  members,  but  are  often  formed 
before  aoy  churches  arise,  and  cases  are  not  unfrequent  for  them  to 
exist  many  years  without  any  church  near  tliem.     Many  of  these  so* 
dieties  are  now  found  in  Connecticut ;   they  must  take  some  narne^ 
and  as  the  Baptists  are  the  most  popular  ^dissenting  sect,  they  choose 
theirs,  but  they  are  often  about  as  clear  of  Baptist  principles  as  the 
Saybrook  Platform.     They  are  mere  bodies  politick,  and  are  founded 
from  motives  not  purely  religious.     In  most  cases,  Church  and  Socie* 
ty  are  like  the  two  branches  of  a  legislature,  only  one  le^^islates  on  spir* 
ituals  and  the  other  on  temporals ;  the  concurrence  of  both  branches^ 
however,  is  generally  sought  for  in  the  settlement  of  ministers,  and  all 
important  undertakings,  which  regard  the  community  at  large.     Be- 
tween these  two  branches  a  good  degree  of  harmony  generally  subsists/ 
but  in  some  instances  the  church  is  thw^arted,  embarrassed,  and  over^^ 
ruled  in  its  measures  by  the  more  numerous  and  wealthy  society^^men^ 
especially  in  the  settlement  of  ministers*    All  the  Pedobapti5.t  estab<< 
liShments  in  New- England  exist  under  the  firm  of  Church  and  Society, 
and  many  of  the  Baptists  and  Methodists,  and  almost  all  other  dissent-* 
ers  have  adopted  the  economy.    These  societies  have  enabled  many 
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of  our  churches  to  build  costly  meeting-honsest  and  do  mattj 
great  things,  which  mic^ht  not  have  been  done  widiout  them }  but  a£» 
ter  all  that  may  be  said  in  their  favonrt  it  is  sincerely  believed,  that  it 
would  have  been  more  for  their  reputation  and  comfort,  if  they  bad 
never  existed.    If  I  am  rightly  informed,  our  brethren  in  EngfaiKl 
know  nothing  of  this  economy ;  and  I  am  certain,  that  more  than  half 
the  churches  in  the  United  States  have  none  of  these  curiotis  appen- 
dages.    Real  friends  and  adherents  do  just  as  much  in  building  meet- 
ing-houseSf  supporting  ministers,  &c.  where  they  are  not  ftmned  inc^ 
societies,  as  where  they  are ;  and  one  peculiar  advantage  of  being  with* 
out  them  is,  that  houses  of  worship  and  other  property  for  reugtous 
uses  are  and  must  be  vested  in  the  chordiest  and  be  under  their  direc* 
tion  and  controL    But  the  isxtstenee  of  these  bodies  has  led  to  an  em* 
barrassing  tenure  of  possessions  of  this  kind,  which  many  of  our  church  - 
es  are  heartily  sick  of,  but  which  they  cannot  well  reform.     Those* 
who  are  beginning  their  measures,  will  do  well  to  avoid  it.     Let  houses 
of  worship,  and  all  possessions  be  held  by  the  churches,  and  let  them 
be  contented  with  what  they  can  do  upon  this  principle.     These  refiec* 
dons  are  not  intended  to  have  any  bearing  upon  party  disputes  on  this 
subject }  they  are  the  result  of  many  observations  1  have  made  in  my 
travels  among  the  American  churches. 

In  England,  all  must  pay  their  tithes  to  the  church,  let  them  belong 
to  what  denomination  they  may ;  the  New-England  law-makers  have 
provided  an  escape  for  dissenters,  as  we  have. already  shown.  The 
most  we  can  say  in  favour  of  these  societies  is,  that  tiiey  have  a£Fordcd 
a  shelter  for  many  characters*  who  would,  without  them,  have  been  dis^ 
trained  upon  for  religious  taxes  to  support  a  worship,  which  they  did  not 
attend,  and  in  which  they  had  no  belief;  but  it  ought  also  to  be  obtenr* 
ed,  that  many  have  fled  to  these  refuges,  who  have  no  principles  only 
to  save  their  money,  and  have  been  a  dead  weight  upon  the  Baptise 
cause.  In  Massachusetts  they  can,  by  refusing  certificates  to  such 
characters,  turn  them  over  again  to  the  tormentors,  which,  however, 
is  not  done  so  frequently  as  it  ought  to  be ;  in  Connecticut,  where  they 
write  their  own  certificates,  this  mode  of  redress  does  not  exist. 

The  Baptists  are  by  no  means  uniform  in  the  appellations  they  give 
their  ministers  ;  but  the  greater  part«  both  in  their  conversation  and 
writings,  denominate  them  elders ;  many,  particularly  in  their  wrtt^ 
ingstgive  them  the  title  of  Rev.  while  others  use  the  common  appella- 
tion of  Mr.  The  Greek  Presbuteros,  the  Latin  Presbyter,  and  the 
English  word  Elder,  are  all  synonimous,  and  signify  one  advanced 
in  years.  But  as  the  ministers  of  God  do  or  ouj^ht  to  possess  the 
wisdom  and  gravity  of  seniors,  the  term  Elder  is  frequently  applied 
to  them  throughout  the  New-Testament,  and  is  altogether  proper  to 
express  their  character.  It  is  true,  the  word  Elder  is  in  some  places 
in  the  New-Testament  applied  to  persons  on  account  of  age»  but  more 
generally  it  regards  their  office. 

I'he  Greek  Episkopos,  the  Latin  Ep^scopus,  and  the  English  word 
Bishop,  are  also  all  of  the  same  import  $  they  literally  mean  an  over- 
seef ,  and  no  word  is  more  proper  to  be  applied  to  the  pastor  of  a 
church  ;  but  it  has  so  long  been  confined  to  a  dignified  set  of  ecclesi* 
asticks,  that  dissenters  liave  generally  agreed  to  give  it  up  to  them. 

The  title  of  D.  D.  our  ministers  receive  from  home ;  it  is  consid* 
?n?d  in  modern  times  merely  an  academical  compliment,  and  as  such 
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may  not  be  very  objectionable.  Strictly  speaking,  every  teacher  is  ^ 
doctor,  as  the  word  comes  from  the  Latin  doceo,  to  teach. 

1  know  not  idiere  the  term  Reverend*  as  applied  to  ministersi  cam« 
from,  unless  it  was  manai'actured  by  Fastosus  at  Rome.*  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is  an  heretical  or  presumptuous  title,  as  some  have  done ; 
but  yet  there  is  somediing  in  the  sound  of  it  I  do  not  like,  notwith-- 
standing  it  is  frequently  used  in  the  foregoing  narratives.  Morgan 
Edwards,  uniformly  in  all  his  writings,  gives  the  title  of  Rev.  to 
his  mtnistrrst  whether  Particular  or  Generad  Baptists,  Tunkers,  Keith- 
tans,  Mennonites,  or  Rogerenes.  Many  others  pretty  generally  make 
all  their  ministers  Reverends.  In  quoting  from  these  writers,  where v« 
er  this  title  has  been  found,  I  have  let  it  stand,  and  have  also,  in  con- 
formity to  custom,  used  it  in  some  other  cases* 

The  greater  part  of  the  American  Baptists  hold,  that  singing  iu 
publick  worship  ought  to  be  led  by  church  members,  and  practise  ac- 
cordingly. In  some  places,  the  sacred  service  is  committed  to  a  se- 
lect choir  of  adepts  in  musick,  whether  professors  of  religion  or  not  | 
and  in  some  few  instances,  men  of  no  religious  pretensions  are  appoint- 
ed to  lead  them.  Preaching  is  rather  an  exhibition  of  gospel  truth 
than  an  act  of  devotion  ;  prayer  and  praise  are  the  two  chief  parts  of 
publick  worship,  and  certainly  none  but  Christians  ^re  fit  to  lead  in 
either*  I  would  not  silence  any,  who  are  disposed  to  sing ;  but  to  set 
a  man  to  lead  in  the  solemn  praises  of  God,  who  nobody  supposes 
can  join  in  the  worship,  is,  in  my  opinion,  preposterous  and  wrong. 
If  church  members  cannot  sing  so  well,  let  them  do  it  as  well  as  they 
can ;  and  if  no  Christian  is  capable  of  conducting  this  service,  let  it  be 
omitted,  rather  than  emfrfoy  an  ungracious  man  for  the  purpose.  In 
the  cases  we  have  supposed,  singing  is  considered  as  an  ezhibipon  of 
musical  skill  rather  than  a  devotional  exercise.  Let  the  sacred  em* 
ployment  be  performed  with  that  holy  solemnity,  which  becomes  the 
devout  worshippers  of  die  august  Jehovah ;  let  it  be  viewed  in  th^ 
same  light  as  prayer  and  other  religious  duties,  and  thoughtless,  irreli«r 
gious  people  will  not  be  forward  to  engage  in  it. 

I  would  not  assume  the  dictatorial  oiaur,  nor  act  the  censor's  part, 
yet  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  a  few  things  more,  which 
appear  to  me  worthy  of  consideration. 

Some  churches,  it  is  thonght,  carry  their  censnres  too  far  against 
those  ministers,  who  have  been  guilty  of  faults  which  would  be  easily 
overlooked  in  a  private  brother ;  others  restore  to  the  holy  office  such 
aiimsters  as  ought  never  to  be  restored.  A  minuter,  who  has  been 
guilty  of  what  may  be  considered  a  capttsU  fall,  who  has  committed 
crimes  for  which  he  has  been,  or  would  be,  if  prosecuted  by  human 
courts,  condemned  to  severe  penalties,  may  have  repentance,  and  may 
be  restored  to  church  fellowship,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  many  good 
judges,  ought  never  to  be  reinstated  in  the  ministry.  They  may  preach 
as  well  as  before ;  but  the  sad  things  against  them  will  be  in  the  minds 
of  their  hearers  like  the  dead  flies  of  the  apothecary.  Very  few  such 
characters  have  been  restored,  and  it  is  hoped  none  will  be  in  future. 

Ministers,  who  have  long  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  tlie  day, 
who  have  exhausted  the  energies  of  their  nature  in  the  service  of  th^Ir 
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brethren,  who  have  sacrificed  every  worldly  consideiation  to  be  \a^ 
cessantly  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  sanctuary*  are  too  often  aban- 
doned in  the  decline  of  life,  by  those  very  churches  which  they  hare 
been  the  instruments  of  building  up,  and  shifted  o£Fto  seek  their  Itvinff 
among  their  children  and  relatiyes,  among  sympatbetick  people  ^ 
the  world,  or  wherever  thej^  can  find  it.  If  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  God  bind  children  to  provide  for  their  parents  when  they  are  oldt 
what  obligations  are  imposed  on  the  children  of  the  church,  to  com- 
fort and  support  their  spiritual  fathers,  while  tottering  down  the  de« 
ipltvity  of  age !  But  for  this  duty,  and  almost  every  other,  wherv 
money  is  in  question,  many  plead  inability.  But  I  have  for  the  mo^t 
part  no  belief  in  this  plea ;  many,  it  is  true,  are  poor,  but  there  is 
funong  our  brethren  an  abundance  of  worldly  substance,  which  they 
|ffe  treasuring  up  for  their  heirs.  When  they  came  into  the  church« 
(hey  professed  to  give  Dp  themselves,  and  all  they  had,  to  the  Lord  t 
but  when  called  on  to  deal  opt  of  their  substance  for  the  support  of 
|he  cause,  (hdr  contributions  are  not  like  those  of  the  richt  who  cast 
into  the  treasury,  but  literally  like  the  widow's  two  mites*  Let  the 
rich  retrench  their  superfluities  \  let  the  poor  double  their  economy ; 
and  let  all  conduct  as  if  they  believed  they  were  stewards  of  the  manit 
fold  bounties  pf  God,  and  under  an  awful  responsibility  fof  their 
^fewardshtp. 

The  neglect  of  aged  ministers  is  a  lamentable  evil,  but  that  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  who  are  gone,  is,  if  possible,  greater* 
An  old  servant  of  God,  with  his  venerable  hairs,  will  be  remembered, 
^d  will  be  comforted  by  some  of  the  compassionate  sons  of  nature, 
if  the  churches  neglect  him  ;  bc^t  the  widow  and  fatherless  are  in  dan* 
ger  of  being  entirely  forgotten.  There  is  the  lonely  consort  of  the 
inan,  who  was  once  jealously  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  God  ;  but 
who  was  taken  away  in  the  meridian  of  his  days*  She  was  once  re* 
spected  and  happy ;  her  house  was  the  resort  of  ministers  and  Chris* 
tian  friends,  in  >i^hose  prayers  she  was  always  remembered.  Bui  now, 
those  for  whom  she  toiled  like  Martha,  pass  her  hy.  The  churches 
have  nothing  of  all  their  stores  to  spare  for  her  comfort,  and  with  her 
tender  and  mherless  babes,  she  is  left  in  a  wide  world,  forsaken  and 
disconsolate.  I  cannot  refrain  from  weeping  while  (  write ;  and  it  i\ 
lioped  that  these  suggestions  will  not  be  in  vain. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  that  the  Warren  Association,  razDx 

{rears  ago,  adopted  the  benevolent  custom  of  making  an  annual  col- 
ection,  at  the  close  of  the  Association  sermon,  for  the  express  purpose 
pf  assisting  the  widows  and  fatherless  children  of  such  minbters  a^ 
have  deceased  in  their  connerion*  Some  of  their  collections  haVe 
;imoqnted  to  about  an  hundred  dollars,  tliough  they  are  generally 
considerably  under  that  sum.  A  committee  c»  judicious  brethren  is 
immediately  appointed  to  divide  these  collections  according  to  their 
discretion,  and  distribute  the  dividends  to  their  proper  objects.  The 
Boston  Association  has  adopted  the  same  custom,  and  these  two  bodies^* 
after  distributing  sums  to  a  considerable  amount  to  the  disconsolate 
pbjects  of  their  compassionate  regard,  have  on  hand  a  fund  of  about 
three  hundred  dollars,  which  belongs  to  them  jointly.  If  all  Associate 
0ons  would  adopt  this  c\istoi|i,  much  good,  we  arc  confident,  migitf 
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Churcbest  and  other  religious  institittioiiiy  often  lose  niiicb  of  their 
funds  for  the  want  of  those  prudent  measures*  which  everf  man  thinks 
it  necessary  to  use  for  the  security  of  his  own  property* 

Many  of  our  churches,  especially  of  late  year  Si  have  built  their  large 
and  costly  houses  of  worship  so  much  on  credit,  that  they  are  obliged 
either  to  travel  extensively  to  solicit  aid,  which  has  became  an  isijome 
task,  or  else  remain  long  in  debt  and  einbarrassment*  In  most  of 
these  houses  the  pews  are  sold  to  the  highest  bidders*  and  the  best  of 
them  are  frequently  taken  up  by  the  rich,  who  are  seldom  seen  in  them« 
while  the  greater  part  of  those,  for  whose  peculiar  benefit  the  faou^ 
was  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  and  who  give  a  constant  attend* 
ance  on  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  are  obliged  to  retire  to  galleriea 
and  comers.  If  pews  must  be  sold,  (which  it  were  better  to  avoid)- 
let  the  church  take  op  a  certain  portion  of  them  in  eligible  situationsp 
ajtid  hold  them  in  reserve  for  those  worthy  poor  of  the  flock,  who  are 
not  able  to  purchase  for  themselves* 

The  circumstance  of  one  minister's  performing  the  pastoral  office 
in  two,  three,  or  four  churches,  has  already  come  under  review.  We 
proposed  to  make  further  observations  on  the  subject }  but  if  itm 
churches  so  supplied  are  contented  with  the  economy,  we  will  say: 
nothing  more  about  it. 

By  reviewing  the  foregoing  sketches,  we  see  that  the  Baptists  hava 
spread  over  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  in  this  western  world,  and  have 
increased  to  a  numerous  body.  They  now  fill  posts  of  honour  and 
profit  in  every  department  of  State.  They  officiate  as  Members  of 
the  Council  of  the  Nation,  Judges,  GeneraUs,  Counsellors,  and  Magis? 
trates;  and  in  every  branch  of  government,  whether  legislative,  ex* 
ecutive,  or  judiciary,  they  are  found* 

Under  these  considerations,  two  passages  of  scripture  suggest  them* 
selves  to  our  minds  ;  The  Lord  hath  dpifg  grem  things  for  ui^  whereof  nff0 
0re  glad.     £$  nof  high  minded^  but  fear. 

Questions  imd  Answers. 

It  is  customary  in  all  Associations,  for  all  churches,  which  please, 
10  send  in  questions  on  all  subjects,  concerning  which  they  may  desiie 
Che  opinions  of  their  brethren.  Some  of  these  questions  regard  local 
gSairs,  some  are  self- evident  propositions,  which  admit  of  no  dispute^ 
while  many  are  deserving  of  serious  attention.  Many  of  the  As- 
sociations in  the  northern  States  hurry  through  their  business  so  rap* 
idly  since  they  have  become  large,  that  they  have  but  little  time  fa 
say  or  think  much  upon  any  thing,  and  for  that  reason  many  ques-> 
tions,  which  merit  a  free  and  fair  discussion,  are  disposed  of  in  haste, 
and  receive  only  vague,  ambieuous,  and  unsatisfactory  answers.  Im 
looking  over  the  multitude  of  Minutes,  which  have  fallen  into  mj 
hands,  the  following  questions,  with  their  answers,  have  appeared  to 
me  worthy  of  being  recorded,  and  may  serve  as  a  supplement  to  the 

E receding  observations.     From  their  nature,  they  admit  of  no  particu* 
r  plan  of  arrangement. 

^eetfon, — Is  it  consistent  with  the  principles  and  conduct  of  a 
Christian,  for  a  person  to  join  himself  to  a  lodge  of  free^masons  ?  And 
If  this  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  Is  it  orderly  for  him  to  assor 
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ciate  with  a  lodge  of  the  fraternity*  who  are  evldentlx  persons  of  ub* 
moral  lives*  and  whose  assembling  together  proves  a  mean  of  increas* 
ing  immoral  conduct  ? 

^A/w^— First.  As  an  essential  part  of  the  masonick  constitaekm 
is  secrecy,  the  Association  find  themselves  greatly  disqoalified  for  giv- 
ing a  decided  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  query.  The  univenal 
l>enevolence  professed  by  the  members  of  that  body ;  the  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  liberality  actually  performed  in  many  instances  by  them  ; 
amd  the  eiistence  of  persons  professing  Christianity  in  that  connexion, 
make  in  favour  of  it ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  necessity  a  person  is 
laid  under,  to  bind  himself  by  the  most  solemn  engagements  to  secre- 
cy* before  he  can  receive  the  necessary  information  to  enable  him  td 
form  a  regular  and  conscientious  judgment  on  the  subject,  and  which, 
should  be  finally  disapprove  it,  must  prove  of  the  must  embarrassing 
nature,  appears  to  be  so  inconsistent  both  vriih  reason  and  religion, 
that  it  should  seem,  at  least,  advisable  for  serious  Christians  to  avoid 
the  connexion ;  especially  as  we  are  aunply  furnished  with  directions, 
and  aided  by  the  most  powerful  and  sublime  motives  to  the  purest 
benevolence,  in  the  scheme  of  onr  holy  religion,  and  as  the  principles 
of  all  the  nseful  branches  of  science  are  open  to  the  freest  access. 
Yet  we  think  the  subject  so  intimately  connected  with  the  righu  of 
private  judgment*  that  a  person  should  be  left  to  his  own  conscien- 
tious determination  respecting  it.— ^Second.  To  associate  with  im- 
moral persons*  so  as  to  give  countenance  to  their  immoralities,  is  cer- 
tainly eviL  Subjects  of  usefulness  and  doty*  do  at  times*  however, 
call  us  to  act  in  connexion  with  such  persons*  which,  thourh  it  expo- 
ses  to  danger  and  disgust,  may  be  consistently  done  ;  while  we  care- 
fully distinguish  between  the  lawful  transaction,  by  pursuing  only 
that*  and  the  incidental  evil*  which  we  avoid.  But  to  associate  with 
immoral  persons*  where  duty  in  one  form  or  other  does  not  call,  is  to 
take  pan  in  their  immoralities.  The  decision  on  the  latter  part  of 
the  query,  therefore*  must  depend  on  the  judgment  which  ought  to 
be  formed  of  the  business  of  a  masonick  lodge,  *'  Whether  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  duty  or  not  ?''— ^— il/iisiiiiif  of  Charlaton  AsioeuUtM  for  1798. 

This  question  has  been  a  great  many  times  discussed  in  different 
Associations,  but  in  no  case  hias  it  received  a  more  candid  and  satis- 
factory answer. 

To  the  Roanoke  Association  in  1803*  ^  following  question  was 
presented,  viz.  Will  the  word  of  God  tolerate  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel in  sueing  for  a  post  of  honour  and  profit  in  legislation,  and  retain 
&e  privileges  of  his  ministerial  office  at  the  same  time  I 

<*  For  reasons  unknown,'*  says  Mr,  Semple,  **  the  Association  nev- 
er answered  this  question.  We  will*''  continues  he,  «<  ofier  a  few  re- 
flections. For  a  real  minister  of  God's  word  to  become  a  candidate 
for  a  political  office*  seems  to  us  more  absurd,  than  for  a  man  made 
prime  minister*  to  sue  for  the  office  of  constable.  Doubtless,  in  the 
view  of  a  sound  mind,  the  disparity  between  the  office  of  prime  min- 
ister and  that  of  constable,  is  not  so  great  as  between  a  legitimate 
sund  tn  the  pulpit  and  a  seat  in  Congress.  As  the  heavens  are  higher 
than  the  earth,  so  are  God's  honours  above  man's." 

®«tt/.  Can  this  Association  receive  churches  into  fellowship,  whp 
\o  not  hold  it  a  term  of  coromum'on,  that  heads  of  families,  in  ordi» 

vy  cases,  attend  daily  family  prayer  ? 
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Am*    In  the  neg^tiTe.— — ilfliitfl^/  of  the  Otsego  Asiodation  for  i8o2* 

^esU  Is  it  not  wrong  for  a  man,  who  is  a  member  of  a  church* 
;ind  the  head  of  a  family,  wholly  to  neglect  family  worship  on  account 
•f  the  smallness  of  his  gifts  in  prayer  ? 

Afu^     It  is  wrong. -^—ilfift«/«#  of  the  Kehuhee  Auociation  for  i8oo» 

^eit*  How  should  dancing*  schools  and  balls  be  formed  and  con- 
ducted, that  they  may  accord  witlk  the  Scriptures  of  the  New-Testa- 
roenty  and  that  it  may  be  found  consistent  with  Christian  good  order 
10  send  our  children  to  ^em,  and  encourage  them  \ 

Ant.    As  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  dancing-schools  and  balls,  and 
have  not  made  the  reguladon  of  them  the  subject  of  our  studies,  we 
are  unprepared  to  answer  this  query.-i*— -itfiii»/<'/  of  the  Charleston  As* 
eociaiionfor  i8i2. 

This  question  was  probably  intended  to  have  a  beartn?  on  such 
ehurch  members  as  send  their  children,  or  at  least  permit  tneai  to  go, 
to  those  scenes  of  amusement  described.  The  Association  seems  to 
intimate  by  its  answer,  that  the  evil  did  not  exist  among  them ;  and 
happy  for  all  if  they  could  say  the  same. 

^uest.  How,  and  in  what  manner  ought  heads  of  families  to  deal 
with  their  households  in  regard  xofr^Ueking  ? 

Ant,  It  is  tlie  opinion  of  this  Association,  that  such  a  practice  is 
eontrary  to  the  oracles  of  God,  and  ought  to  be  restrained  by  familf 
government  $  but  the  diftrent  circumstances  attending  such  practices* 
render  it  difficult  to  be  more  particular.— —*i)/mif/«  of  the  Vermoni 
AuoeuUion  for  1790. 

^uest*  What  is  the  smallest  namber  of  members  necessary  for 
forming  a  church  ? 

Ans^  On  this  head  difierent  sentiments  are  entertained.  Some  have 
supposed  two  or  thru  are  sufficient ;  others  have  imagined ^v^r ;  some 
/m,  and  others  twehe ;  because  it  would  seem,  that  the  church  at  £ph« 
estts  was  formed  of  twelve  men,  Acts.  xiz.  7.  The  Association  is  of 
opinion,  however,  that  much  depends  on  the  probability  of  the  penons 
living  permanently  together,  who  may  be  about  to  be  constituted.  It 
appears  desirable  that  there  be  in  a  new  settlement  where  removals  are 
frequent,  at  least  seven^  and  that  of  these  two  or  three  be  males— 
Minutes  of  the  Philadelphia  Aesociation  for  i8o6. 

^est.  Should  a  brother  be  continued  in  fellowship*  who,  though 
able,  will  not  assist  in  supporting  the  gospel  ? 

Ans,  We  are  of  opinion  where  the  ability  is  obvious  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  unwillingness  positive  on  the  other,  and  the  brother  cannot  be 
brought  to  his  duty  by  proper  means,  he  ought  to  be  excluded*-—^ 
Minutes  of  the  Georgia  AteociattQn  for  i8o8. 

Questions  on  this  subject  have  often  been  proposed  to  difTerent 
Associations ;  they  all  give  good  answers,  and  yet  covetous  members 
meet  with  no  great  difficulty  in  pursuing  their  parsimonious  habits. 

^lest*  Should  a  minister,  who  has  been  regularly  ordained  as  aa 
itinerant  preacher^  be  called  upon  to  take  the  pastoral  care  of  a  partic- 
ular church,  is  there  any  thing  necessary  to  be  done  on  the  occasion, 
more  than  the  consenc  of  each  party  ? 

Ans*  Nothing  more  is  necessary.  ■  Minutn  of  Kehukee  Association 
in  1799. 

^iestm    Is  it  £he  duty  of  a  dissenter  to  acknowledge  the  right  of 
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civfl  go?«niineiit»  dtctathig  in  matters  of  rdigion,  lo  far  as  to  gKre  A 

Gcrtiocate  to  the  clerk  of  a  Presbyterian  society  what  religion  he  is  «f  ^ 

jfnt^  We  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  oppression  for  one  society  to  re- 
quire certificates  of  another  ;  but  whether  God  requires  us  to  saj  as 
Shadrach,  Me&bach,  and  Abednego  did  in  another  case ;  **  Be  it  knowa 
to  thee,  O  king»  we  will  nott"  we  leave  for  the  presentt  for  individuals 
to  judge  and  determine  for  themselves,  as  they  can  answer  ic  to  God. 
«— •ARmtftf  of  the  Danhury  Auociatlon  for  i8of. 

^ueu*  Can  a  member  of  a  Baptist  church  with  impunity  avail 
himself  of  the  latitude  the  law  allows,  by  defending  suits,  filing  biHsp 
appeals,  &c.  merely  to  procrastinate  the  payment  of  bis  just  debts  ? 

Am*  A  member  of  a  Baptist  church  cannot  with  impunity  act  ui 
such  a  manner. "-JIfijMi/f/  ^  the  Ketockton  Associaiionfor  1800. 

^uesU  Is  that  passage  of  St.  Paul,  in  1st  Cor.  xiv.  54,  Letjowr  w«- 
m€n  keep  silence  in  the  churches  ^  for  it  is  not  permit  led  unto  them  to  speak^  to  btf 
understood  literally,  or  what  are  we  to  understand  by  it  f 

Ans*  We  conclude,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  does  not,  in  this,  or  any 
•ther  passage  of  Scripture,  prohibit  women  in  the  church  to  speak  on 
adi  suitable  occasions,  respecting  God's  kind  and  gracious  dealings 
with  their  souls ;  but  forbids  them  to  usurp  audiority  as  publick 
teachers,  or  to  take  upon  diem  in  any  respect  the  government  of  the 
ehurch. Minutes  of  the  fVoodstoci  Association  for  1799* 

Quest.  Have  we  any  duty  to  do  as  it  respects  members  of  sister 
.churches,  who  remove  into  our  vicinity,  and  feel  themselves  at  liberty 
to  live  even  in  the  negelect  of  gospel  ordinances  ? 

Aas*  After  due  labour  with  them,  report  them  to  the  church  firom 
which  they  came.— — ilf«i«/^/  of  the  Sturhridge  Assodatiou  for  r8o6. 

Quest,  Is  it  gospel  order  for  any  person  to  use  the  office  of  a  Dea* 
con,  before  regmarly  ordained  \ 

Ans,     In  the  negative.— ilfifiu/^/  of  the  Neuse  Astociatson^  for  1 8oo. 

This  question  has  undergone  frequent  discussions,  and  is  generally 
tfnswered  as  here.  Most  agree  that  Deacons  ought  to  be  ordained> 
ytt  the  practice  is  in  a  great  measure  neglected. 

Quest,'  Is  a  church  bound  in  duty  to  support  tlieir  own  poor,  or 
depend  on  the  provisions  made  in  the  towns  or  districts  to  which  they 
belong  ? 

Ans*  We  view  it  to  be  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  church,  to 
sympathize  with,  and  see  that  their  own  are  provided  for.  But  if  the 
church  is  agreed,  and  should  avail  themselves  of  assistance  from  the 
town  treasury,  we  by  no  means  think  it  a  censurable  evil.— — -ilfiini/Srx 
of  the  Shaftsbury  Association  for  1 790. 

This  important  question  deserves  an  explicit,  unconditional  answer. 
That  the  poor  of  a  church  ought  to  be  supported  by  it,  is  a  proposi* 
tion  which  admits  of  no  dispute.  The  assistance  from  town  treasuries 
is  an  accidental  affair :  if  any  thing  can  be  obtained,  very  well,  but 
let  not  a  church  wait  for  help  from  that  quarter  till  their  poor  mem- 
bers suffer. 

Quest.  Is  the  baptism  of  those  persons  considered  valid^  who  have 
received  it  at  the  hands  of  unhaptized  administrators  i  * 

Ans,  No.  Because  three  things  are  requisite  to  make  gospel  bap* 
tism,  viz.  a  gospel  mode^  a  gospel  suhject  and  admmsfrator*^'^''^Minttttt 
of  the  Richmond  Association  for  1809. 
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As  peridns  ar^  frequently  applying  for  admission  into  Baptist 
chuTchesyWho  have  been  immersed  by  Methodist  and  Congregational 
ministers,  this  question  haSf  within  a  few  years  past,  been  often  pro- 
•  posed,  and  most  Associations  have  decided  differently  firom  this.  All 
agree  that  it  is  an  unadviseable  measure,  for  a  person  to  apply  to  un- 
•baptised  tninisters  to  lead  them  into  the  water,  but  after  they  have 
been  properly  immersed  on  a  profession  of  their  faith,  it  is  generally 
thought  that  it  would  be  improper  to  immerse  them  a  second  time.  It 
4s  difficult  to  conceive  why  they  would  not,  in  this  case,  come  under 
the  denomination  of  ^*£^Baptists. 

^eit.  Has  a  member  of  our  Society*  a  right  to  start  to  market^ 
'  or  travel  when  on  the  road,  on  the  Sabbath  day  i 

Ant.     ^o.-'-^'-'^Mmutei  of  the  Edgefitid  Astociatien  for  i8o9« 

•  Chur^  membci-s  only,  are  here  intended. 


i- 
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•agliie  of  civil  policy.    Tfae  first  i$  an  anogsnt  pratmuioii)  fidatfied 

by  the  extraordinary  opinion  of  rulers,  in  all  ages,  and  througfaoat  tha 
world ;  the  second,  an  unhallowed  per? ersion  of  the  means  of  aabra^ 

lion. 

Because  the  establishment  proposed  by  the  bill,  is  not  reqnisiie  Sxx 
the  support  of  the  Christian  religion.  To  say  that  it  is,  is  a  coninie 
diction  to  the  Chribtian  religion  itself;  for  every  page  of  it  disa^ 
^ows  a  dependence  on  the  power  of  this  world  :  it  is  a  contradiction  to 
fact,  for  it  is  known  that  this  religion  both  e^sted  and  flourished*  not 
only  without  the  support  of  human  laws,  but  in  spite  of  every  oppoaU 
tion  from  them ;  and  not  only  during  the  period  of  miracubiis  aid, 
but  long  after  it  had  been  left  to  its  own  evidence  and  the  ordinary 
care  of  Providence :  nay,  it  is  a  contradiction  in  terms  |  for  a  religion 
not  invented  by  human  policy,  must  have  pre*existed  and  been  sop- 
ported,  before  it  vras  established  by  human  policy :  it  is,  moreover,  to 
weaken  in  those,  who  profess  this  religion,  a  pious  confidence  in  tt« 
innate  excellence,  and  the  patrotiage  of  its  Author ;  and  to  foster  ui 
those,  who  still  reject  it,  a  suspicion  that  its  friends  are  too  cooscioqi 
of  its  fallacies,  to  trtut  it  to  iu  own  merits.  ^ 

Because  experience  witnesses  that  ecclesiastical  establishmeniSr  in* 
stead  of  mainuining  the  purity  and  efficacy  of  religion,  have  bad  a 
contrary  operation*  During  almost  fifteen  centuries  has  the  legal  e»* 
tablishment  of  Christianity  been  on  trial.  What  have  been  its  nroits  ? 
More  or  less  in  all  places,  pride  and  indolence  in  the  clergy ;  ignorance 
and  servility  in  the  laity ;  in  both,  superstition,  bigotry,  and  pertecur 
tion.  Inquire  of  the  teachers  of  Christianity  JFor  the  a^  in  wbtcb  i| 
appeared  m  iu  greatest  lustre ;  those  of  every  sect  pomt  to  the  ages 
prior  to  its  incorporation  with  civil  policy.  Propose  a  restoration  of 
this  primitive  state,  in  which  its  teachers  depended  on  tiie  voluntary 
rewards  of  their  flocks,  many  of  them  predict  its  downfaL  On  which 
side  ought  their  testimony  to  have  the  greatest  weight,  when  for,  or 
when  against  their  interest  I 

Because  the  establishment  in  question  is  not  necessary  for  the  snp^ 
port  of  civil  government.     If  it  be  urged  as  necessary  for  the  support 
of  civil  government,  only  as  it  is  a  means  of  supporting  religion,  and 
it  be  not  necessary  for  the  latter  purpose,  it  cannot  be  necessary  for 
the  former.    If  religion  be  not  within  the  cognizance  of  civil  govern* 
ment,  how  can  its  legal  establishment  be  said  to  he  necessary  to  ciril 
government  ?  What  influence,  in  fact,  have  ecclesiastical  establishments 
had  on  civil  society  I  In  some  instances,  they  have  been  seen  to  erect 
a  spiritual  tyranny  on  the  ruins  of  the  civil  authority ;  in  more  instan* 
ces,  have  they  been  seen  upholding  the  thrones  of  political  tyranny  ; 
in  no  instance  have  they  been  seen  the  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people.     Rulers  who  wished  to  subvert  the  piiblick  liberty,  may  have 
found  on  established  clergy  convenient  auxiliaries.     A  ju^t  government 
instituted  to  secure  and  perpetuate  it,  needs  the^  not.     Such  a  gov- 
ernment will  be  best  supported  by  protecting  every  citizen  in  the  en- 
joyment of  his  i-eligion,  with  the  same  equal  hand  which  protects  his 
person  and  property  \  by  neither  invading  the  equal  rights  of  any  sect|| 
nor  suffering  any  sect  to  invade  those  of  another^ 

Because  the  proposed  esublishment  is  a  departure  from  that  gen- 

'ous  policy,  which*  offering  an  asylum  to  the  persecuted  and  oppress- 
of  every  natioi^  and  religion,  promised  a  lustre  to  our  country,  ^nd) 
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nn  accetsSon  to  the  number  of  its  citizent.  What  a  melancholy  mark 
is  the  btUy  of  sadden  degeneracy  \  Instead  of  holding  forth  an  asylum 
to  the  persecutedy  it  is  itself  a  signal  of  persecution.  It  degrades  from 
the  equal  rank  of  citizens^,  all  those  whose  opinions  tn  religion  do  not 
bend  to  those  of  the  legislative  authority.  Distant  as  it  may  be^  in 
its  present  form,  from  the  inquisition,  it  differs  from  it  only  in  degree : 
jthe  one  is  the  first  step,  the  other  the  last,  in  the  career  of  intolerance. 
The  magi^mimous  sufferer  under  the  cruel  scourge  in  foreign  regions, 
l&Bst  view  the  biU  as  a  beacon  on  our  coast,  warning  him  to  seek  some 
other  haven,  where  liberty  and  philanthropy  in  their  due  extent  ma/ 
pfier  a  more  certain  repose  for  his  troubles. 

Because  it  will  have  a  like  tendency  to  banish  our  citizens.  The  al- 
lurements presented  by  other  situations,  are  every  day  thinning  their 
pumber.  To  superadd  a  fresh  motive  to  emigration,  by  revoking  tho 
liberty  which  they  now  enjoy,  would  be  the  same  species  of  roily, 
which  has  dishonoured  and  depopulated  flourishing  kingdoms. 

Because  it  wiM  destroy  that  moderation  and  harmony,  which  the 
forbearance  of  our  laws  to  intermeddle  with  religion  has  produced 
jimong  its  several  sects.  Torrents  of  blood  have  been  spilt  in  the  old 
world,  by  vain  attempts  of  the  secular  arm  to  extinguish  religious  dis- 
^rd,  by  proscribing  all  differences  in  religious  opinion.  Time  has  at 
length  revealed  the  true  remedy.  Every  relaxation  of  narrow  and 
rigorous  policy,  wherever  it  has  been  tried,  has  been  found  to  assuage 
the  disease.  Tho  American  theatre  has  exhibtced  proofs,  that  equal 
gnd  complete  liberty,  if  it  does  not  wholly  eradicate  it,  sufficiently  de- 
stroys its  malignant  influence  on  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  State. 
If,  with  the  s^tary  eflfects  of  this  system  under  our  own  eyes,  we  be- 
^in  to  contract  the  bounds  of  religious  freedom,  we  know  no  name . 
that  will  too  severely  reproach  our  folly.  At  least,  let  warning  be  ta- 
ken at  the  first  fruits  of  the  threatened  innovation.  The  very  appear- 
ance of  the  bill  has  transformed  that  **  Christian  forbearance,  love,  and 
pharity,''*  which  of  late  mutually  prevailed,  into  animosities  and  jeal- 
ousies, which  may  not  soon  be  appeased.  What  mischiefs  may  not  be 
dreaded,  should  this  enemy  to  the  publick  quiet  be  armed  with  the 
force  of  law  \ 

Because  the  policy  of  the  bill  is  adverse  to  the  diffusion  of  the  light 
pf  Christianity.  The  first  wish  of  those,  who  ought  to  enjoy  this  pre- 
cious gift,  ought  to  be,  that  it  may  be  imparted  to  the  whole  race  of 
mankind.  Compare  the  number  of  those,  who  have  as  yet  received 
It,  with  the  number  still  remaining  under  the  dominion  of  false  relig* 
ions,  and  how  small  is  the  former  ?  Does  the  policy  of  the  bill  tend 
to  lessen  the  disproportion  \  No  ;  it  at  once  discourages  those  who  are 
strangers  to  the  light  of  truth,  from  coming  into  the  reeions  of  it  i 
And  countenances,  by  example,  the  nations  who  continue  m  darkness, 
in  shutting  out  those  who  might  convey  it  to  them.  Instead  of  level- 
ling, as  far  as  possible,  every  obstacle  to  the  victorious  progress  of 
truth,  the  bill,  with  an  ignoble  and  unchristian  timidity,  would  circum- 
scribe it,  with  a  wall  oidefence  against  the  encroachments  of  error. 

Because  an  attempt  to  enforce  by  legal  sanctions,  acts,  obnoxious  t« 
SO  great  a  portion  of  citizens,  tends  to  enervate  the  laws  in  general, 

« 

*  Declaration  of  Rights,  art.  1^ 
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and  to  dacken  the  bands  of  foctety.  If  it  be  difficult  to  ezeeote  a&f 
law,  which  b  not  generally  deemed  necessary  nor  saluunryy  what  mast 
be  the  case  wheit  it  is  deemed  inTahd  and  dangerous  \  And  what 
may  be  the  effect  of  so  striking  an  example  of  impacency  in  the  gor- 
emment  on  iu  general  anthority  ? 

Because  a  measure  of  such  singokr  magnitude  and  <Micacy»  ongfat 
not  to  be  imposed  without  the  clearest  evidence  that  it  is  called  for 
by  a  majority  of  citizens ;  and  no  satisfactory  method  is  yet  proposed* 
by  which  the  Toice  of  the  majority  in  this  case  may  be  detemunedi 
Or  its  influence  secured*  **  The  pe<^le  of  the  respective  counties  afe» 
indeed*  requested  to  signify  their  opinion,  respecting  the  adoption  of 
the  biU,  to  the  neat  session  of  Assembly."  But  die  representatioa 
must  be  made  equal,  before  the  voice,  either  of  the  representatives  or 
«f  the  counties,  will  be  that  of  the  people.  Our  hope  is,  that  neither 
of  the  former  will,  after  due  consideration,  espouse  the  dangeroos 
principle  of  the  bilL  Should  the  event  disappoint  us,  it  wiU  still  leave 
us  in  fiiU  confidence,  that  a  fair  appeal  to  the  latter  will  reverse  the 
sentence  against  onr  liberties. 

Because,  finally,  *<  the  equal  right  of  every  citizen  to  the  free  ezer- 
dse  of  his  religion  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  €onscienoe»"  b 
held  by  the  same  tenure  with  all  our  other  rights*     If  we  recur  to  iti 
origin,  it  is  equally  the  gift  of  nature ;  if  we  weigh  its  importancei  it 
cannot  be  less  dear  to  us ;  if  we  consult  the  **  Declaration  of  thoie 
rights  which  peruin  to  the  good  people  of  Virginia,  as  the  basis  aod 
foundation  ot  government,"  it  is  enumerated  with  equal  solemnity^  or 
rather  with  studied  emphaas.     Either  then  we  must  say,  that  the  will 
of  the  Legislature  u  the  only  measure  of  their  authority ;  and  that  ii 
the  plenitude  of  this  authority,  they  may  sweep  away  all  onr  fiioda- 
mental  rights ;  or,  that  they  are  bound  to  leave  this  particular  right 
untouched  and  sacred :  either  we  must  say,  that  they  may  control  the 
freedom  of  the  press;    may  abolish  the  trial  by  jury ;   may  swallow 
np  the  executive  and  judiciary  powers  of  the  State  $  nay,  that  dief 
may  annihilate  our  very  right  of  sufirage,  and  erect  themselves  into 
an  independent  and  hereditary  assembly ;   or  we  must  say  that  diej 
have  no  authority  to  enact  into  a  law,  the  bill  under  consideration. 
We  the  subKribers  say,  that  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Common- 
wealth have  no  such  authority ;  and  that  no  effort  may  be  omitted  ce 
our  part,  against  so  dangerous  an  usurpation,  we  oppose  to  it  th» 
Remonstrance^  earnestly  praying,  as  we  are  in  duty  bound,  that  the  Sn- 
preme  Lawgiver  of  the  Universe*  by  illuminating  those  to  whom  it  is  ad* 
dressed,  may,  on  the  one  hand,  turn  their  councOs  fttmi  every  act*  wbidi 
would  afiront  his  holy  prerogative,  or  violate  the  trust  committed  to 
them  ;  and,  on  the  other,  guide  them  into  every  measure  which  maf 
be  worthy  of  his  blessing,  may  redound  to  their  own  praise,  and  may 
establish  more  firmly  the  liberties,  the  property,  and  the  happio^  ^ 
this  Commonwealth.* 

•  The  particular  objects  of  tJic  bill  so  often  mentioned  in  this  Rcmcnstrancfe 
and  also  srane  cbservatkms  on  thisdistiogucihed  mstnmient,  may  be  seen  m  V(». 
n.  p.  83, 84. 
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Tm  prayers  and  wishes  of  the  Virginia  people,  aboat  the  time  tho 
ftregoing  Remonstrance  was  drawn»  were  presented  to  the  Legisla* 
tore  m  many  difierent  forms.  And  among  the  rest,  the  following 
lines,  wriuen  by  Rev.  David  Thomas,  accompanied  the  petition  sent 
by  the  Baptists,  and  was  addressed  as  follows : 

7«  tht  Honorahli  GfneraJ  Assembly^  now  thtiug  at  WUBamshirgb^  the  humUk 

Petition  of  a  Country  Poet* 

Now  liberty  is  all  the  plan. 
The  chief  pursuit  of  every  man 
Whose  heart  is  right,  and  fills  the  mouth 
Of  patriots  all,  from  north  to  south. 
May  a  poor  bard,  from  bushes  sprung. 
Who  yet  has  but  to  rusticks  sung. 
Address  your  honorable  House, 
And  not  your  ansry  passions  rouse  f 
Hark !  for  a  while,  your  business  stop  $ 
One  word  into  your  ears  1*11  drop : 
No  longer  spend  your  needless  pains. 
To  mend  axid  poUsh  o'er  our  chains ; 
But  l»vak  them  off  before  you  rise, 
Nor  disappoint  our  watchful  eyes* 

What  says  great  Washington  and  Leei 
^  Our  country  is,  and  must  be  free." 
What  says  great  Henry,  Pendletont 
And  Liberty's  minutest  son  ? 
'Tis  all  one  voice — they  all  agree 
**  God  made  us,  and  we  must  be,  free.'* 
Freedom  we  craves  with  ev'ry  breath. 
An  equal  freedom,  or  a  death. 
The  heavenly  blessine  freely  give. 
Or  make  an  act  we  SkaAl  not  live. 
Tax  all  thmgs ;  water,  air,  and  light, 
If  need  there  be ;  yea,  tax  the  iw^&r  «• 
But  let  our  brave  heroick  minds 
Move  freely  as  celestial  winds. 
Make  vice  and  folly  feel  your  rod. 
But  leave  our  consciences  to  God : 
Leave  each  man  free  to  choose  his  form 
Of  piety,  nor  at  him  storm. 
And  he  who  minds  the  civil  law. 
And  keeps  it  whole,  without  a  flaw, 
Let  him,  just  as  he  pleases,  pray. 
And  seek  for  heav*n  in  his  own  way  i 
And  if  he  miss,  we  all  roust  own. 
No  man  b  wrong'd  but  he  alone. 
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The  Address  of  the  Committee  of  the  United  Baptist  Churches  In  t^trgtnim^ 
MsiemBled  In  the  city  of  Richmond,  August  2,  1789^/0  the  President  cf  tbt 
United  States  of  Amerka* 

Sir, 

Among  the  many  shouts  of  congratulation  that  you  receive  from 
cities*  societies*  States*  and  the  whole  world*  we  wish  to  take  an  actiTe 
part  in  the  universal  chorus*  in  expressing  our  great  satisfaction  in 
your  appointment  to  the  first  office  in  the  nation.  When  Amencat 
on  a  former  occasion*  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  appealing  to 
arms*  to  defend  her  natural  and  civil  rights*  a  Washington  was  found 
fiill  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  dangerous  attempt ;  who,  by  th^ 
philanthropy  of  his  heart*  and  prudence  of  his. head*  led  forth  her  nn» 
tutored  troops  into  the  field  of  battle  ;  and*  by  the  skilfulness  of  his 
hands*  baffled  the  projecu  of  the  insulting  foe*  and  pointed  out  the 
road  to  independence*  even  at  a  time  when  the  energy  of  the  cabins 
was  not  sufficient  to  bring  into  action  the  natural  aid  it  the  confedcr»- 
tion*  from  iu  respective  sources. 

The  grand  object  being  obtained,  the  independence  of  the  States 
acknowledge^,  free  from  ambition*  devoid  of  sanguine  thirst  of  blood* 
our  hero  returned  with  those  he  commanded*  and  laid  down  the 
sword  at  the  feet  of  those  who  gave  it  him.  **  Such  an  example  to 
the  world  is  new.''  Like  other  nations*  we  experience  that  it  requires 
as  great  valour  and  wisdom  to.  make  an  advantage  of  the  conquest,  as 
to  gain  one. 

The  want  of  efficacy  in  the  confederation,  the  redundancy  of  law% 
and  their  partial  administration  in  the  States,  called  aloud  for  a  new 
arrangement  of  our  systems.  The  wisdom  of  the  States*  for  that  pur- 
pose* was  collected  in  a  grand  convention,  over  which  you*  Sir*  had 
the  honour  to  preside.  A  national  government  in  all  its  parts  was 
recommended,  as  the  only  preservative  of  the  union,  which  plan  of 
government  is  now  in  actual  operation. 

When  the  constitution  first  made  its  appearance  in  Virdnia*  we*  as 
a  society*  had  unusual  strugglings  of  mind*  fearing  that  ue  liberty  of 
conscience  (dearer  to  us  than  property  and  life)  was  not  sufficiently 
secured,  rerhaps  our  jealousies  were  heightened,  on  account  of  the 
usage  we  received  in  Virginia,  under  the  regal  government,  when 
mobs*  bonds,  fines  and  prisons  were  our  frequent  repasL 

Convinced*  on  the  one  hand,  that  without  ail  effective  Nation^ 
Government,  the  Sutes  would  faU  bto  disunion  and  all  the  consequent 
evils ;  and,  on  the  other  hand*  fearing  we  should  be  accessary  to  some 
religious  oppression,  should  any  one  society  in  the  Union  preponder- 
ate  over  all  the  rest.  But  amidst  all  the  inquietudes  of  mind,  our  con* 
solation  arose  from  this  consideratioa— the  plan  must  be  good,  for  it 
bears  the  signature  of  a  tried,  trusty  friend }  and  if  religious  liberty 
is  rather  insecure  in  tlie  Constitution,  *'  the  Administration  will  cer« 
tainly  prevent  all  oppression,  for  a  Washtngtun  will  preside.''  AccorcL 
ing  to  our  wishes,,  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Union  has  called  you 
Sir*  from  your  beloved  retreat,  to  launch  forth  again  into  the  faith* 
less  seas  of  human  affairs,  to  guide  the  helm  of  the  States.  May  that 
Divine  Munificence,  which  covered  your  head  in  battle^  make  you  a 
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yet  greater  Uessing  to  your  admiring  cattntrjt  in  time  of  peace. 
Shouid  the  horrid  evib  that  have  be«i  so  pestiferous  in  Asia  and  £a- 
rope^  faction*  ambitiont  war,  perfidy,  fraud,  and  persecution  (or  con* 
science  sake,  ever  approach  the  borders  of  our  happy  nation  ;  may 
the  name  and  administration  of  our  beloved  Presidentt  like  the  radiant 
source  of  day,  scatter  all  those  dark  clouds  from  the  American  hem- 
isphere. 

And  while  we  speak  freely  the  language  of  our  own  hearts,  we  are 
satisfied  that  vire  express  the  sentiments  of  our  brethren,  whom  we  rep- 
fesent.  The  very  name  of  Washington  is  musick  in  our  ears  \  and  al- 
though the  great  evil  in  the  States,  is  the  want  of  mutual  confidence 
between  rulers  and  people,  yet,  we  all  have  the  utmost  confidence  in 
the  President  of  the  States ;  and  it  is  our  fervent  prayer  to  Almighty 
God,  that  the  federal  government,  and  the  govermnents  of  the  respiec* 
thre  States,  without  rivalship,  may  so  co-operate  together,  as  to  make 
the  numerous  people,  over  whom  you  preside,  the  happiest  nation  on 
earth ;  and  you.  Sir,  the  happiest  man,  in  seeing  the  people,  who,  b)f 
the  smtks  of  Ptovidence,  you  saved  from  vassalage  by  your  martial 
valour,  and  made  wise  by  your  maxims,  citting  securely  under  theii 
vines  and  fig-trees,  enjoying  the  perfection  of  human  felicity.  May 
God  long  preserve  your  life  and  health  for  a  blessing  to  the  world  in 
general,  and  the  United  States  in  particular ;  and  when,  like  the  sun, 
you  have  finished  your  course  of  great  and  unparalleled  services,  and 
you  go  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  may  the  Divine  Being,  who  will  reward 
every  man  according  to  his  works,  grant  unto  you  a  glorious  admis- 
sion into  his  everlasting  kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ*  This,  Sir^ 
is  the  prayer  of  your  happy  admirers. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,       SAMUEL  HARRIS,  Ciatrman, 

R£UB£N  FORD»  CM. 


[No.    IV.] 

To   ibe  Gerural  Committee,  repretenting  the   United  Bapi'uf  Churcbes  m 

Virginia. 
Gentlemen, 

I  itsQUBST  that  you  will  accept  mj  best  acknowledgments  for 
your  congratulation  on  my  appointment  to  the  first  office  in  the  nation* 
The  kind  manner  in  which  you  mention  my  past  conduct,  eq[ually 
claims  the  expression  of  mj  gratitude. 

After  we  had,  by  the  smiles  of  Divine  Providence  on  our  exertion^ 
obtained  the  object  for  which  we  contended,  I  retired,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  war,  with  an  idea  that  my  country  could  have  nd  farther 
occasion  for  my  services,  and  with  the  intention  of  never  entering  again 
into  publick  life.  But  when  the  exigencies  of  my  country  seemed  to 
require  me  once  more  to  engage  in  publick  affairs,  an  honest  conviction 
of  duty  superseded  my  former  resolution,  and  became  my  apology  for 
deviating  from  the  happy  plan  which  I  had  adopted* 

If  I;could  have  entertamed  the  slightest  apprehension  that  the  eonstU 

mtioH  framed  in  the  Convention  where  I  had  the  honour  to  preside^ 

might  possibly  endanger  the  religious  rights  of  any  ecclesiastical  socie* 

tor>  certainly  I  would  never  have  placed  my  signature  to  it  j   imd  if  I 
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oould  now  conceive  that  the  general  government  might  ever  be  so  ad« 
ministered  at  to  render  the  liberty  of  conscience  insecnre,  i  beg  yoa 
will  be  persuaded,  that  no  one  would  be  more  zealous  than  myself,  ta 
establish  effectual  barriers  against  the  horrors  of  spiritual  tynuinyy-and 
every  species  of  religious  persecution. 

For  you  doubtle^f  remember,  1  have  often  expressed  iny  sentiment^ 
that  every  man*  conducting  himself  as  a  good  citizen*  and  being  a^ 
countable^to  God  alone  for  his  religious  opinions,  ought  to  be  protected 
in  worshipping  the  Deity  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

While  I  recollect  with  sattsf«Ktion  that  tl)e  religious  society  of  whick 
you  are  members,  have  been,  throughout  America,  uniformly  and  al« 
most  unanimously  the  firm  friends  to  civil  liberty,  and  the  persevering 
promoters  of  our  glorious  revolution  ;  I  cannot  hesitate  to  believe^  that 
they  will  be  the  faithful  suppr^rters  of  a  free,  yet  efficient  general  gov- 
ernment. Under  this  pleasing  expectation,  I  rejoice  to  assure  thenar 
that  they  may  rely  upon  my  best  wishes  and  endeavours  to  advance 
their  prosperity. 

In  the  mean  time,  be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  I  entertain  a  proper 
fense  of  your  fervent  supplications  to  God  for  my  temporal  and  etcr* 
aal  happiness. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


[No.    v.] 

Mr.  LELAND's  SPEECH, 

JOiRvered  iu  the  Hwuc  of  Refraentailvej  of  MoiiachmetUt  on  the  luhjeet 

of  Reli^ioui  Freedom^  i8xi. 
Ma.  SpBAXsa, 

The  right  of  private  judgment,  like  sight  and  hearing,  is  inalienable 
in  nature.  Should  an  individual  attempt  to  surrender  it  to  society, 
it  nevertheless  would  remain  with  h«m  still,  in  all  its  vigour.  Whatever 
individuals,  from  the  source  of  private  judgment,  might  be  led  to  say 
on  the  subject  now  before  the  House,  provided  the  House  was  in  the 
capacity  of  a  convention,  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  framing  a  con- 
stitution, I  cannot  determine  i  but  at  the  present  time»  the  House  is 
Oin  legislative  ground,  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  to  legislate  ac* 
<;<irding  to  the  meaning  of  the/Constitution,  in  their  best  judgnoents. 
The  part  of  the  Constitution,  Sir,  which  the  subject  before  the  House* 
has  particular  bearings  upon,  is  contained  in  the  ad  and  id  articles  of 
the  Declaration  of  lOghts.  It  is  well  known,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth  were,  when  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  as  weU  as  at  the  present  time,  divided  in  sentiment  about  re- 
.ligion  and  the  mode  of  its  support.  From  the  f;Ace  of  the  Cdnstitution, 
«»  wril  as  from  a  knowledge  of  those  times,  there  exists  no  doubt,  tb<it 
a  decided  majority  believed  that  religions  duties  ought  to  be  inter- 
woven in  the  civil  compaCt^ — tliat  Erote&tant  Christianity  was  the  best 
xcli^ion  in  the  world--*and  tluit  all  the  inhabiunts  ought  to  be  forced, 
by  law,  to  support  it  with  their  money,  as  a  necessary  in&tttute,  for 
the  good  of  the  body  politick,  unless  they  did  it  voltinurily.  Whilp 
a  ics|)ectable  minority)  equally  ixm  ia  the  belief  of  the  divinity  of 
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Ghristtankf»  aad  ttill  more  protestant  in  their  views ;  coaceiving  of  it 
to  be  a  measure  as  presumptuous  in  a  legislature  as  in  ^  Pope,  to  lord 
it  over  consciences,  or  interfere  cither  in  the  mode  or  support  of  Ch^ii» 
tianitf •   This  minoritj,  Mr,  Speaker  did  then^  and  do^  still  believe  that 
religion  is  a  matter  between  individuals  and  their  God*— a  right  inaU- 
anabie — an  article  not  within  the  cognizance  of  civil  government*  nor 
any  ways  under  its  control.     In  this  discordaiKe  of  religious  senti- 
ments, the  ad  and  3d  articles  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights^  are  evident* 
ly  a  compromise  oi  parties,  in  which  mutual  concessions  are  made  for 
a  general  union.     The  language  of  the  Convention,  in  the  Constitution 
appears  to  be  as  follows :    *  Let  those  towns,  parishes,  precincts,  and 
other  religious  societies,  possessed  of  corporate  powers,  support  their 
religion  by  force  of  law ;  but  if  there  be  any  one  residing;  within  the 
limits  of  those  corporate  bodies,  who  attends  other  worship,  and  yet 
has  no  scruples  of  conscience  in  being  legally  taxed,  his  money  when 
paid,  if  he  requests  it»  shall  be  paid  over,  by  the  collector,  to  the  minis* 
tcr  of  his  choice.     And  whereas  there  are  many  religious  societies, 
who  have  scruples  of  conscience  about  availing  themselves  of  corpo» 
rate  powers ;  if  such  societies  voluntarily,  in  their  own  mode,  make 
suitable   provision  for  the  maintenance  of  tlieir  ministers,   aU  such 
societies  of  Protestant  Chiistians,  properly  demeaning  themselves  as 
peaceable  citizens,  shall  not  be  forced  by  law  to  support  the  teachers 
or  wc^ship  of  any  other  society.     But  as  we  cannot  well  know  how 
these  principles  will  operate  on  experiment,  we  lay  down  one  funda- 
mental maxim  as  a  pole>star,  for  the  legislature  : — No  tubordinatlon  of 
Mi  rcligtoiu  teU  to  another  shall  ever  be  estabUibed  by  law,^     Taking  this. 
Sir,  to  be  a  good  translation  of  those  two  articles,  which  seem  to  be 
somewhat  obscure,  the  question  is,  whether  the  laws,  made  since  the 
adoption  pf  the  Coiutitutton,  or  more  particularly  whether  the  inter* 
pretation  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  have  not  affected 
a  subordination  of  one  religious  sect  to  another?  The  Congregational- 
ists.  Sir,  have  no  scruples  about  supporting  their  worship,  in  iu  various 
parts,  by  law.;  but  some  other  societies  have :  some  iiuleed  have  availed 
themselves  of  corporate  powers,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  defend 
themselves  from  being  uxed  to  support  a  worship  in  which  they  had 
no  faith.     In  such  instances  they  have  been  subordinate  in  time  and 
expanse,  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  clutches  of  the  Congrmitioa^ 
alists.     Others  are  so  well  convinced  of  the  all-sufficiency  ot  Protest* 
ant  Christianity,  and   the  completeness  of  iu  code  to  govern  in  aQ 
things,  that  they  vail  not— they  cannot  in  good  conscience,  submit  -i^ 
a  power,  which  they  believe,  in  their  best  judgments,  was  never  given 
to  goiremment  to  be  exercised.  These  are  peaceable  subjects  of  State-^ 
ready  to  arm  in  defence  of  their  country— freely  contribute  to  support 
Protestant  Christianity  ;  but  cannot  pay  a  legal  tax  for  rellgumt  services. 
This  Sir,  is  one  of  the  essentials  which  constitutes  them  a  distinct  sect : 
aqd  what  have  these  endured  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ?-~ 
Have  they  not  been  reduced  to  subordination  \  How  many  law-sufts-»« 
how  much  cost — and  how  much  property  has  been  taken  from  them  !• 
support  other  societies  ?— Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  this  subordination  i 

According  to  a  late  decision  of  the  Bench,  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, which,  it  is  presumed,  is  to  be  a  precedent  for  future  decisions, 
these  non-incorporated  societies  are  nobodj— -can  do  nothings  ^nd  m^ 
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never  to  be  known*  except  in  sliearing  time*  uben  tbeir  money  h  wan^' 
ed  to  iupport  the  teachers  that  they  never  hear.  And  all  dih  must*  be 
done  for  the  g99d  of  the  Stale.  One  hundred  and  seventeen  years  ago^ 
Wearing  long  hair  was  considered  the  crying  sin  of  the  land :  a  con^ 
vention  was  called*  March  i8,  1694,  in  Boston*  to  prevent  it :  after  at 
long  expoflcnlation*  the  convention  close  thus*  <  If  any  man  will  novr 
presume  to  wear  long  hair*  let  him  know  that  God  and  man  witness 
against  kirn.'  Our  pious  ancestors  were  for  bobbing  the  hair,  for  the 
good  of  the  Cokmy  ;  but  now  Sir*  not  the  hairt  but  the  purses  must  be 
bobbed  for  the  good  of  the  State.  If  these  bobbing  decisions  eontimie 
to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  it  is  past  calculati cm  to  saj*  whose  heads- 
will  be  first  bobbed  off,  for  the  go^d  of  the  State*  The  petitioners  pray 
lor  the  right  of  going  to  heaven  in  that  way  which  they  believe  is  the 
most  direct ;  and  shall  tliis  be  denied  them  ?  Must  they  be  obliged  to 
pay  legal  toll  for  walking  the  king's  high- way,  which  he  has  made  ht^ 
for  all  ?  Is  not  this  a  greater  subordination  than  to  sail  under  British 
licences  ?  or  to  pay  3  pence  on  every  pound  of  tea  i  In  Rhode-Island, 
New*York)  New>  Jer^*  Pennsylvama,  and  Delawarei  of  the  old  Colo- 
liiesi  and  in  Kentucky*  Tennessee  and  Ohio*  the  new  States,  there  has 
never  been  any  legal  establishment  of  reCgion*  nor  any  assessment  to 
tuppoft  Protestant  Qtristianity*  for  the  good  of  the  Stmes  ;  and  yet*  Sir, 
these  States  have  stood  and  ftonrished  as  well  as  Massachusetts.  Since 
the  revolution*  all  the  old  States,  except  two  or  three  in  New-£ngland| 
have  established  religious  liberty  upon  its  true  bottom  ;  and  yet  they 
aire  not  sunk  with  earthquakes,  or  destroyed  with  fire  and  brimstone. 
Should  this  Commonwealth,  Mr.  Speaker,  proceed  so  &r  as  to  distribb 
tite  all  settlements  and  meeting-houses  which  they  procured  by  pnb* 
lick  taxes*  among  all  the  inhabitants,  without  regard  to  denomination  \ 
it  if  probable  that  the  outcry  of  sacrilege,  profanity  and  mfideltty 
would  be  echoed  around  ;  and  yet.  Sir,  all  tiiis  has  been  done,  in  a 
State  which  has  given  birth  and  education  to  a  Henry,  a  Washington,  a 
Jefferson,  and  a  Madison ;  each  of  whkh  contributed  their  aid,  to'e^ 
feet  the  grand  event,  for  which  event  the  Fresbyterians  and  ethers 
pvayed  and  gained.  It  is  there  believed,  Sir,  that  Ood  hates  robbery  for 
burn^offerings ;  and  ottj^ht  not  Massachusetts  to  pay  a  decent  respect 
to  the  voice  of  fifteen  ot  her  sister  States  ?  We  should  imagine  that 
feudable  pride  would  prevent  any  one  religiona  society  from  fbrcing 
another  to  pay  her  labourers ;  and  that  the  same  principle  would  not 
admit  a  puUick  teacher  to  take  money  collected  by  distraint,  from 
those  who  did  not  hear  him  ;  but  in  this  particular,  we  find  that  rel^ 
gion  is  made  a  covert  to  do  that  which  common  honesty  Undies  at» 
'  Sir,  it  is  not  our  wish  to  disrt>be  towns,  parishes,  piecinett  tir  any 
tdigioul  society  of  their  corporate  powers  i  n6~let  theil»  go  tei 
heaven  kt  such  turnpike-roadsr  and  pay  legal  toil  at  every  minhterial 
gate*  which  they  choose  \  and  what  can  they  wi^  for  more  I  Accord- 
ing to  our  best  judgments,  we  cannot  pay  hgal  taxes  for  w^giom  ser- 
vices ;  descending  even  to  the  grade  of  a  efaaplain  for  the  legislatinTt 
It  is  disrobing  Christianity  of  her  virgin  beauty-^tuming  theehnrcheB 
of  Christ  into  creatures  of  State-^nd  metamorphosing  gospel'  ambas- 
sadors to  state  pensioners.  If  my  mformatftm  be  correct,  the  to^pm  of 
Boston  has  epjoyed  the  liberty  which  we  plead  fer^  moretban  one  bus* 
^red  yean ;  yet  the  inhabiunts  increase  and  are  vift9K)vs.r-*Fi6eef( 


Slaiei  now  in  the  nniony  have  stl  that  w«  ask  for }  and  ii  t«ligiv»i  d«- 
mc^ished  in  thi>5e  States  ?  Mr.  Speaker,  let  gentkttien  turn  tiieir  rfti 
to  the  rdtgiout  Magazines,  published  in  this  State»  by  those  who  plead 
for  Uw^regulaied  religion  $  and  they  will  find,  that  while  the  editors^  in 
one  page,  plead  for  the  o^  firm  of  }Aoiitt  and  Aaron-«4'u)er  and 
priest ;  where  the  language  is,  *  You  comb  my  head*  and  I'll  Kiateh 
your  elbows-^you  make  laws  to  support  me,  and  Pfl  persuacte  the 
people  to  obey  yon  t' — In  the  next  page,  they  win  narrate  the  wonder* 
ful  works  of  God  in  those  States  wherein  there  are  no  religions  laws ; 
and  indeed  wherein  the  inhabitants  know  that  religious  establishraenttf 
and  assessments  ^senre  only  to  make  Qpe  part  of  the  comnEranity  foolif 
and  the  other  hypocrites-^-co  support  fraud,  superstition  and  violence 
}n  the  earth. 

Let  Christianity  stand  upon  its  own  basis,  ft  is  the  greatest  blessing 
that  erer  was  among  men ;  but  incorporate  it  into  the  civil  code,  ana 
ft  bec<m)et  the  mother  of  cruelties* 

It  is  questioned,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  good  judges,  whether  it  is  possible 
for  the  legfslattnv  to  execute  the  power  vested  in  them,  in  the  )d  ar- 
ticle of  the  Declaration  of  Ri^ts,  without  defeating  the  provision  in 
the  same  article,  '  that  no  subK)rdinaoon  of  any  one  sect  ot  denomkMu 
tion  to  another,  shall  ever  be  estaUidied  by  law.'  I  know  not.  Sir* 
what  can  be  done  %  but  one  thing  is  certain,  it  never  has  been  done 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  Supposing,  Sir,  it  canMf  b4 
(done,  to  which  part  of  it  ought  the  legislature  to  adhere  ?  to  that 
which  supports  partiality  and  injustice,  or  to  that  which  secures  rtghC 
and  equality  ?  Can  any  gentleman  be  at  a  loss  i 

Tyranny,  Mr.  Speaker,  always  speaks  the  same  language.  The 
tyrant  of  Amon  would  be  friencfly  to  Israel,  if  he  might  put  out  theif 
right  eyest^The  tyrant  on  the  Nile  wuidd  let  his  su^ects  go  free,  pro* 
vided  they  would  leave  their  flocks  and  herds  behind. 

Mr.  Chairmant  if  Christianity  nfaUef  tt  cannot  be  the  dofy  of  go^ 
ernment  to  support  imposture ;  but  if  it  be  true,  the  foUowtng  ettracts 
are  true,  *  The  natunil  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  God,  neither 
0aH  he  know  ikm — the  worM  by  wisdom  knew  not  God— none  of  the 
princes  of  this  world  know  the  genius  of  Chsist*s  kingdom*'  if,  Sir, 
Christianity  is  true,  these  sayings  are  true ;  and  if  these  sayings  ave 
tsuev  nattiral  men,  as  such,  with  all  the  proficiency  of  science,  cadnec* 
understand  the  leltgton  of  Christ }  and  if  they  caunot  understand  the 
sniijecti  they  must  be  very  unfit  to  legislate  about  it.  If,  to*  escape 
this  dflemmat  we  adopt  the  papal  noraxim,  thut  gov^mmem  it  fotrttdedm 
graee^  and  therefore  none  bort  gracious  men  have  right  to  rule;  waA 
tistt  these  gracious  rulers  have  both  right  and  knowledge  to  legidate 
about  religidn.  We  shaH  find,  what  od^er  nadbns  have  found  ;  that 
these  divine  rulers  will  be  the  most  cruel  tyrants*  Under  this  notioot 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  crusades  were  formed  in  the  Xlth  century,  which 
lasted  about  two  hundred  years^  and  destroyed  nearly  two  millions  of 
lives.  In  view  of  all  this,  and  ten  thotisand  times  as  mucb>  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at^  that  the  present  peticbners  shdirid  bv  hmbA  o^  attaching 
corporate  powers  to  religious  societies  I  These  petitioners,  Sir*  pay  the 
civil  li^  and  arm  to  defend  their  country  as  readify  as  otliers,  ami 
only  ask  for  the  liberty  of  foiming  thar  societies  andt  payiilg  their 
p^chers  ifi  the  only-  way  that  the  Christiaas  did  for  tlie  6x^  thiae 
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centuries  sdter  ChrisL  Any  gendeman  opon  this  floor  is  inTited  t^ 
produce  an  instance*  that  Christian  societies  were  ever  formed— Chris* 
tian  sabbaths  ever  enjoined^^hristian  salaries  ever  levied)  or  Christian 
worship  ever  enforced  hj  law^  before  the  reign  of  Constantine :  jete 
Christianity  did  stand  and  flourish,  not  only  without  the  aid  of  law 
and  the  schools,  but  in  opposition  to  both.  We  therefore  hope,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  prayer  of  Thirty  Thousand,  on  tliis  occasion,  will  be 
beard,  and  that  they  will  obtain  the  exemption  for  which  they  pray. 

The  xd  section  of  the  Bill  before  the  house,  I  .object  to.  It  recog- 
«i»es  principles  which  are  inadmissible— »inve»ts  all  noncorporate  soci- 
eties with  corporate  powers-— puts  the  mischievous  dagger  into  their 
hands,  which  has  done  so  much  mischief  in  the  worldj  and  presents 
no  balm  for  the  wounds  of  those  who  cry  for  help.^ 

The  petitioners  do  not  ask  to  be  known  in  law  as  corporate  bodies^ 
but  to  be  so  covered  that  religious  corporate  bodies  shall  not  know 
and  fleece  them :  but  this  section  puts  the  knife  into  their  hands  against 
their  will ;  a  knife.  Sir,  which  is  more  pestiferous  than  Pandora^s  hog. 
The  interference  of  legislatures  and  magistrates  in  the  faith,  worship, 
or  support  of  religious  worship,  is  the  first  step  in  the  case  which  leads 
in  regular  progression  to  Inquisition :  the  principle  is  the  same,  the 
only  difference  is  in  the  degree  of  usurpation. 

The  Bill  has  its  beauties,  and  its  deformities*  One  promfaient  defect 
of  the  bill  is  a  crooked  back  ;  it  makes  a  low  stoop  to  Bis  high  migh- 
tiness Town-Clerk,  to  pray  for  the  indulgence  of  worshipping  God  | 
which  is,  and  ought  to  be  guaranteed  a  natural  and  inalienable  right, 
not  a  favour  to  be  asked  by  the  citizen  or  bestowed  by  the  ruler.  It 
has  also  a  disagreeable  squinting ;  it  squints  to  a  purse  of  money  with 
as  much  intenseness  as  ever  a  drunkard,  did  at  the  bottle,  or  as  ever 
Eve  did  at  the  apple.  Yes,  Mr,  Speaker,  if  there  was  no  money  to  be 
got,  we  should  never  hear  of  these  incorporations*  How  strange  it  is, 
^^  that  men,  who  make  such  noise  about  Christianity,  should  be  afraid 
to  trust  the  promise  of  God,  unless  they  can  have  legal  bondsmeot 
bound  by  incorporation. 

Government  should  be  so  fixed,  that  Pagans,  Turks,  Jews  and  Chrisr 
tians  should  be  equally  protected  in  their  rights.  The  government  of 
Massachusetu  is,  however,  differently  formed ;  under  the  existing  Con- 
stitntion,  it  is  not  possible  for  the  General  Court  to  place  religion  up* 
on  its  proper  footing :  it  can  be  done,  however,  much  better  di^  it  is 
done,  either  by  the  late  decision  of  the  Bench,  or  by  the  adoption  of 
the  present  Bill,  in  its  present  shs^ ;  and  the  best  which  the  Constitu- 
tion will  admit  of,  is  all  that  we  ask  for  at  present  I  shall  therdbre 
take  the  liberty,  at  a  proper  time,  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  CiU^ 

I  shall  no  longer  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  house* 


[No.  VI.] 

jfdMotaii  Remsrh  on  the  Character  rf  Roger  fVUBttmsn 

Towards  the  close  of  the  history  of  Rhode- Island,  we  proposed  to 
give,  in  the  Appendix,  a  letter  written  by  this  distinguished  man.    It 

•  The  o?>jcctionable  part  of  this  Bill  ww  afterwarAt-atrtrck  fj^. 
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jl  preceded  by  some  Ttrj  judicious  remarks  bf  Govemor  Hopkins, 
which  are  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

"  All  Christians,"  says  the  Governor,  «•  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Reformation  to  these  times,  when  they  were  disturbed  and  oppressed 
by  the  governing  powers,  they  lived  under,  on  account  of  their  relig- 
ious  principles  or  practices,  had  claimed  this  natural  right,  a  liberty  of 
conscience  in  the  tuorsbip  of  God.  And  many  of  them  had,  with  much 
learning  and  great  strength  of  reason,  shewn,  that  it  was  a  right  tliey 
were  naurally  and  justly  entitled  to;  anl  of  which  the  civil  magis- 
trate could  not  deprive  them,  without  departing  from  his  proper  duty 

.  and  office.     But  all  of  them,  when  they  came  to  be  possessed  of  power, 
had  denied'  that  indulgence  to  those,  who  di£Fered  from  them  in  reli- 

.  g40us  sentiments,  that  they  had  pleaded  so  powerfully  for,  when  they 
suffered  themselves ;  and  this  had  constantly  and  universally  been  the 
case  throughout  Christendom  for  many  hundred  years.  And  Roger 
Williams  justly  claims  the  honour  of  having  been  the  first  legislator 
in  the  world,  in  its  latter  ages,  that  fully  and  effectually  provided  for 
and  established  a  free,  full,  and  absolute  liberty  of  conscience.  This 
beneficent  principle  he  maje  the  foundation,  and,  as  it  were,  the  chief 
i^rner-stone  of  his  infant  colony ;  this  was  made  the  test  of  admission 
to  all  new-comers  :  this  was  the  chief  cause  that  united  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Rhode-Island  and  those  of  Providence,  and  made  them  one 
people  and  one  colony.  It  was  often  objected  to  Mr.  Williams,  that 
such  great  liberty  in  religious  matters  tended  to  licentiousness  and 
every  kind  of  disorder.  'i*o  such  objections  I  will  give  the  answer  he 
himself  made,  in  his  own  words  ;  for  thereby  his  real  sentiments  may- 
be best  discovered." 

» 

**  To  the  town  of  Providence. 

'*  LOVING  FRX£KOS   AKD   NSIGHBOURS, 

*Mt  pleascth  God  yet  to  continue  this  great  liberty  of  ovr  towB» 
meetings,  for  which  we  ought  to  be  humbly  thankful,  and  to  improve 
these  liberties  to  the  praise  of  the  Giver,  and  to  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  the  town  and  colony,  without  our  own  private  ends.  I  thought  it 
aiy  duty  to  present  you  this  my  impartial  testimony,  and  answer  to  a, 
paper  sent  you  the  other  day  from  my  brotlier,  *'  Thai  it  it  blood'gtiUA* 
.  mess^  and  againit  the  rule  of  the  Gospelf  to  execute  judgment  upon  transgra* 
forSf  against  the  puhUck  or  private  weal*^  That  ever  I  should  speak  or 
write  a  tittle,  that  tends  to  such  an  infinite  liberty  of  conscience,  is  « 
mistake,  and  which  I  have  ever  disclaimed  and  abhorred.  To  preveat 
such  mistakes,  I  at  present  shall  only  propose  this  case  : — ^There  goes 
many  a  ship  to  sea,  with  many  a  hundred  souls  in  one  ship,  whose 
weal  and  wo  is  common,  and  is  a  true  picture  of  a  commonwealth^ 
•r  an  human  combination,  or  society.  It  hath  fallen  out  sometimes, 
that  both  Papists  and  ProtesUmts,  Jews  and  Furks,  may  be  embarked 
into  one  ship.  Upon  which  supposal,  I  do  affirm,  that  all  the  libertf>> 
of  conscience  that  ever  I  pleaded  for,  turns  upon  these  two  hinges, 
that  none  of  the  Papists,  Protestants,  Jews,  or  Turks,  be  forced  t^ 
oome  to  the  ship's  prayers  or  worship  ;  nor,  secondly,  compelled  frcmi 
their  own  particular  prayers  or  worship,  if  they  practise  any«  I 
further  add,  that  I  never  denied,  that  notwitlistanding  this  liberty, 
the  commander  of  thl^sbtp  ought  tQ  command  the  ship's  course; 
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and  also  to  coinmand  that  justice,  peace  and  sobriety  be  kept  and 
practised,  both  araong  the  seamen  aad  all  the  passengers.  If  aaj  sea* 
man  refuse  to  perform  their  serrice,  or  passengers  to  pay  their  fralght  ; 
if  any  refuse  to  help  in  person  or  purse,  towards  the  common  charMs* 
or  defence ;  if  any  refuse  to  obey  the  common  laws  and  orders  ofthe 
ship}  concerning  dieir  common  peace  and  preservation ;  if  any  shall 
mutiny  and  rise  up  against  their  commanders  and  officers ;  if  any 
shall  preach  or  write^  that  there  ought  to  be  no  commanders  nor  offi* 
ecrs,  because  all  arc  equal  in  Christ*  therefore  no  masters  nor  offioer% 
IK)  laws  nor  orders,  no  corrections  nor  punishment—-!  say,  I  nerer  de» 
nied  but  in  such  cases,  whatever  is  pretended,  the  commander  or  com- 
manders may  judge,  resist,  eompel  and  punish  such  transgressors,  ac- 
cording to  their  deserts  and  merits.  This,  if  seriously  and  faonestl]r 
minded,  may,  if  it  so  please  the  Father  of  Lights,  let  in  some  light  to 
such  as  willingly  shut  not  their  eyes.  I  remain,  studious  of  our  com* 
mon  peace  and  liberty,  ROGER  WILLIAMS.'* 

^  This  religious  liberty  was  not  only  asserted  in  words,  but  unW* 
feHnly  adhered  to  and  practised,"  &c. 

It  would  be  no  strange  event  for  a  new  State  now  to  establish  reli» 
ffious  freedom,  because  many  have  set  the  example ;  but  Roger  Wik 
iiaros  and  the  Rhode- Island  Fathers  claim  the  honour  of  mamlainiw 
this  principle,  while  all  other  Sutes  and  kingdoms  in  the  world  ridicii£ 
•d  mi  opposed  iL 

In  the  account  of  Mr.  Williams's  settlement  in  Rhode-Island,  we 
made  some  observations  on  the  uncommon  influence  he  acquired  over 
the  irritated  and  ever  jealous  Indian  tribes.  We  shall  here  give  a  con- 
nected view  of  the  services  which  this  influence  enabled  him  to  per- 
form. His  breaking  up  of  their  grand  confederacy  in  1657,  ^^^  ^ 
ready  been  mentioned.  Yet  notwithstanding  this  interposition  on  the 
behalf  of  all  his  Englisli  neighbours,  when  he  was  about  to  embark 
for  £ngland  in  1643  to  obtain  a  charter  for  his  colony,  he  was  not 
permitted  to  pass  through  the  coasts  from  which  he  had  been  banished, 
but  was  obliged  to  repair  to  the  Dutch  at  New- York  to  take  shippmg. 
^  Yea,  it  muvt  needs  be  so,"  says  Mr.  Backus,  **  because  the  blessings 
of  a  peace-maker  were  to  come  upon  him,  among  the  Dutch  as  well 
as  the  English."  At  this  time  the  Dutch  at  Aurana,  (now  Albany) 
and  its  vicinity,  at  Manhattan,  (now  New- York)  and  in  many  other 
places,  both  on  the  main  land  and  Long- Island,  were  engaged  m  a 
bloody  conflict  witli  different  Indian  tribes.  At  Stamford,  (now  in 
Connecticut)  the  enraged  savages  killed  many,  and  among  the  rest 
Mrs.  Ann  Hutcliinson,  who  had  been  banished  from  Massachusetts, 
for  wha(  was  called  Antinomianism.  '*  On  Long-Island  they  assaulted 
die  hou^  of  the  lady  Moody,  who  not  long  before  moved  from  Lyim 
in  the  same  government,  on  account  of  Ana-haputm  :  but  she  was  de- 
fended by  forty  men,  that  gathered  to  her  house,  which  they  assaulted 
divers  times.  But  the  Long-Island  Indians,  by  the  mediation  of  Mr. 
Williams,  (who  was  then  there  to  take  ship  for  England)  were  paci- 
fied, ^nd  peace  re-established  between  the  Dutch  and  mem."* 

In  1 67 1,  when  king  Philip  was  making  preparations  for  hit  war, 
Governor  Prince  of  rlymouth,  and  two  of  his  assistants,  met  three 

*  Badius,  vcL  I  p.  147— 4. 
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^eAtli^men  from  the  Massachusetts  colony  at  Tattnton,  to  •xamiiM  into 
Hhe  matter.  Philip,  Indian  like,  was  suspicious  of  the  manoeuvres  of 
white  men ;  he  kept  in  his  camp  at  a  distance,  and  sent  for  the  com- 
mtssioners  to  come  to  him.  All  solicitations  were  ineffectual,  until 
Mr.  Williams,  then  t)ver  70,  and  Mr.  Brown,  supposed  to  be  of  Swan- 
sea, offered  to  remain  as  hostages  in  his  camp  ;  by  which  means  he 
was  prevailed  with  to  meet  the  commissioners,  to  deliver  up  about  70 
guns,  and  to  promise  future  fidelity ;  which  suspended  the  war  four 
years."* 

In  itfytf,  while  this  bloody  war  was  going  on,  tradition  says,  that 
when  the  Indians  appeared  on  the  hill  north  of  Providence,  near  the 
place  where  CoL  Smith's  house  now  stands,  Mr.  Williams  took  his 
ktaff,  and  went  over  to  meet  them,  hoping  to  pacify  their  rage,  as  he 
had  often  done  before ;  but  when  some  of  the  old  men  saw  him,  they 
came  out  to  meet  htm—* told  him  that  those  who  had  long  known  him 
would  not  hurt  him,  but  that  the  young  warriots  could  not  be  restrain* 
ed  ;  upon  which  he  returned  to  the  garrison. 

*<  As  the  best  and  most  useful  men,"  says  Governor  Hopkins,  «  have 
ever,  in  all  free  States,  been  the  subjects  of  popular  clamour  and  censure, 
so  we  find  tlut  Mr.  Williams  did  not  escape  the  rude  attacks  of  the 
licentious  tongue  of  freedom,"  &c.  By  some  be  was  accused  of  a  big* 
oted  attachment  to  his  peculiar  opinions ;  by  others  he  was  compared 
to  a  weathercock  for  instability.  From  the  accusations  of  enemies,  a 
true  character  cannot  be  obtained  of  himi  nor  of  any  other  man. 
His  friends  uniformly  maintain,  that  he  lived  and  died  a  pattern  of  pi- 
ety and  benevolence*  It  is  certain,  however,  from  his  own  writing^ 
that  he  was  one  of  the  few  Baptists,  whose  minds  have  been  bewildered 
about  the  doctrine  of  succession  $  and  it  was  pix)bably  on  that  accouni 
he  ceaied  travelling  in  the  Baptist  communion  not  long  after  he  found- 
ed the  church  at  Providence.  But  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ret- 
nounced  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Baptists  ;  and  it  is  certain  he  did  not 
embrace  those  of  any  other  sect.  He  had  a  long  and  sharp  dispute 
with  the  Quakers,  for  which  some  of  them  feel  not  very  well  disposed 
towards  him  at  this  day.  But  it  ought  to  be  observed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  Governor  Hopkins,  of  that  persuasion,  has  done  ample  jus- 
tice to  his  character* 

Although  Mr.  Williams  was  almost  constantly  engaged  in  the 
affairs  of  the  colony,  at  home  and  abroad,  yet  we  are  assured  that 
he  preached  frequently  at  Providence,  and  used  to  go  once  a  month  to 
Mr.  Smith's  in  the  Narraganset  country,  where  many  of  tliose  Narra<« 
ganset  Indians  attended  his  ministry,  who  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  hear  the  missionaries  from  other  colonies«f 

<'  Roger  Williams,"  says  Morgan  Edwards,  *<  for  his  singular,  ex- 
cellencies and  worthy  deeds,  deserves  a  statue,  and  will  certainly  have 
one,  except  there  be  some  cross-grained  fatality  attending  the  nobles( 
characters  amon?  Baptists,  to  prevent  their  having  the  praise  they  de- 
serve. I  could  fancy,"  says  this  ingenious  writer,  **  that  I  ;5ee  hi^ 
statue  erected  in  the  coUege-yard  at  Providence.  His  clothing  a.  gar- 
ment of  camePs  hair,  tied  about  his  loins  with  a  leathern  girdh;    His 

*  Backus,  vol.  I  p.  418. 
f  Govemoar  Hopkins.   Callender. 
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ftet  are  tbod  with  sandals  $  and  about  hb  neck  a  little  puritanical  ImA. 
In  his  ri^ht  hand  ts  the  gospel,  as  an  emblem  of  the  religioiu  liberty 
be  established*  and  the  peace  that  foUoared  In  his  left,  is  a  roU  coa- 
tatning  the  charter  of  the  colony,  with  as  much  of  it  unfolded  as  shows 
this  paragraph :  ^  To  exhibit  a  livdy  expenment»  that  a  most  floor- 
ishing  ciril  Sute  may  stand  and  best  be  maintained,  and  that  amo&g 
oar  English  subjects,  with  a  fall  liberty  in  religious  concernments ;  andL 
that  true  piety,  rightly  grounded  on  gospel  principles*  will  give  die 
best  and  greatest  security  to  sovereignty,  and  will  lay,  in  the  hearts  of 
men,  the  strongest  obligations  to  trae  loyalty."  On  the  pedestal  are 
these  words : 

FATHER 

OF   THIS    COLOMTy  WHICH    WAS    FOUNDBD    III   1636, 
AND   WHOSE    SPECIAL    DISTINCTION    18   THAT    Of 

RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY; 
AND,  UNDBa  God,  the  Savioux 

or     IT,    AND     OP     THE     NBlGHaOURING     COLONIES,    FROM 

BEIlie    EXTIRPATED    BY    THE   CONFEDERATE   INDIANS, 

IN    1637,    WAS    THAT    REVEREND    BaPTIST 

ROGER  fVILLIAMSr 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  give  a  brief  account  of  another  of  the 
fiithers  of  the  Rhode*Island  colony,  of  whom  nothing  yet  has  been 
said.     This  was  William  Blaxton,  or  Blackstone.     He  was  a  minister 
in  the  Church  of  England,  but  came  early  to  America*     It  appears  by 
Johnson's  history,  that  he  was  here  in  1628 ;  but  not  agreeing  with 
Mr.  Endicot  and  others  in  church  affairs,  he  betook  himself  to  agri* 
culture.     He  planted  himself  on  the  neck  of  land  where  Boston  now 
stands,  which,  from  him  was  called  Blaxton*s  point,  when  the  Massa- 
chusetts company  first  arrived  with  their  charter ;  and  at  a  court  in 
Boston,  1653,  they  made  him  a  grant  of  fifty  acres  of  land  near  his 
house.     But  with  the  maxims  of  this  company  he  soon  fell  out    *'  I 
came  from  England*"  said  he,  <*  because  I  did  not  like  the  Lord  Bish^ 
€fi  ;   but  I  cannot  join  with  you,  because  I  would  not  be  under  the 
Lord  Brabritu**    On  this  account,  be  removed  and  settled  about  three 
miles  north  of  Pawtucket*  on  an  estate  which  is  now  owned  by  CoL 
Simon  Whipple.    His  residence  was  on  what  is  now  called  Study  Hill, 
where  his  library  and  buildings  were  burnt  in  king  Philip's  war.     lliis 
was  on  the  bank  of  Pawtucket  river»  which  above  takes  the  name  of 
Blackstone  from  this  early  settler.     He  appears  to  have  been  intimate 
with  Mr.  Williams*  preached  frequently  at  Providence  and  places  ad« 
jacent,  and  left  behind  him  the  character  of  a  godly*  pious  man.     His 
family  is  now  extinct.    He  planted  an  orchard  )ust  east  of  Study  Hill, 
which*  we  are  told,  was  the  first  that  bore  fruit  in  the  Rhode-Island 
colony.     Some  of  the  trees  of  this  orchard  were  alive  and  thrifty  140 
ytNtfs  after  diey  were  planted,  but  now  all  of  them  have  gone  to  decay.^ 

*  Bockosy  vcd.  1.  p.  SB, 
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[No.  VIL] 

A  Letter  frwn  the  Baptists  in  Philadelphia  to  the  Episc0' 

palians. 

[The  contents  of  this  letter  will  suggest  to  the  reader  the  circnmstances,  under 
which  it  was  written.  But  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  Epiacopa* 
lians  had  uossessed  themselves  of  a  meeting-house  and  lot  belonging  to  the 
Baptists  in  the  township  of  Oxford,  Pennsylvania.  They  afterwards  attempt- 
ed to  do  the  same  in  Philadelphia :  tliis  letter  was  written,  however,  prior  to 
that  event,  and  at  a  time  when  a  Mr.  Clayton,  an  Episcopal  minister  in  Pliila- 
delphia,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  was  latiouring  to  possess  himself  of  the 
Baptist  congrpgatioa  in  that  city.] 

««  Sir, 

*•  Whereas  wc  received  a  letter,  invitatory  from  yon  to  return  t« 
jour  Church  of  England,  dated  September  26,  1698,  wherein  you  de- 
sire us  to  send  you,  in  humility  and  without  prejudice,  the  objectionst 
why  we  may  not  be  united  in  one  communion  ;  and  withal,  that  you 
<loubt  not,  but  by  the  blessing  and  assistance  of  God,  you  will  be  able  to 
shew  them  to  be  stumbling-blocks,  made  by  our  wills,  and  not  by  our 
reason ;  and  some  of  us,  in  behalf  of  the  rest,  having,  on  the  reception 
thereof,  given  you  a  visit,  and  had  discourse  with  you  concerning  some 
of  the  ceremonies  of  your  church,  about  which  you  gave  no  satisfac* 
tion»  we  knew  not  that  you  expected  any  other  answer  from  us.  But 
in  your  late  letter  to  John  Watts,  you  signify,  that  you  have  received 
no  answer  to  your  former  letter  ;  we,  therefore^  taking  this  into  con« 
sideradon,  do  signify,  in  answer  to  your  foresaid  invitation  and  pro« 
posal,  that  to  rend  from  a  rightly  constituted  church  of  Christ,  is  that 
which  our  souls  abhor ;  and  that,  love,  peace^  and  unity  with  aU  Chris- 
tians, and  concord  and  agreement  in  the  true  faith  and  worship  of 
Ood,  are  that  which  we  greatly  desire;  and  we  should  be  glad  if 
yourself  or  others  would  inform  us  wlierein  we  err  from  the  truth 
and  ways  of  Christ ;  nor  are  we  at  all  averse  to  a  reconciliation  with 
the  Church  of  England,  provided  it  can  be  proved  by  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures, that  her  constitution,  orders,  officers,  worship  and  stfvice  are 
of  divine  appointment,  and  not  of  human  invention.  And  aince  you 
yourself  are  the  person  that  hath  given  us  the  invitation,  and  hath  prom* 
ised  to  show  us  that  cur  obfecttotu  ar^  itumblingbioch^  made  ty  our  wiilt^ 
and  not  by  our  reason  ;  and  we  understanding  that  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  only  head,  king,  lord  and  law-giver  of  his  churcb»  whom 
all  are  bound  to  hear  and  obey,  under  the  severe  penalty  of  an  utter 
extirpation  from  among  the  people  of  God  ;  and  that  his  laws  and 
will  are  only  to  be  found  in  and  known  by  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
which  are  the  only  supreme,  sufficient,  and  standing  rule  of  all  faith 
and  worship ;  and  not  understanding  the  constitution  of  your  church* 
with  all  the  orders,  officers,  worship  and  service,  at  this  day  in  use  and 
maintained  therein,  to  be  agreeable  thereto  and  warranted  thereby, 
hath  been  the  cause  of  our  separation  from  her,  and  is  the  objection 
we  have  to  make,  or  the  stumbling-block  which  lies  in  our  way  to 
Mich  an  union  and  communion  as  you  desire ;  we,  tlierefore,  hope 
tiAd  expect^  according  to  your  promise^  that  yon  will  endeavour  its 
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removaU  by  showing  ns  from  holy  Scripture,  these  two   things  as 
dbfolotely  necessary  in  order  thereunto:    ist.  That  the  formation  of 
your  church,  with  all  the  orders,  officers,  rites,  and  oeremoDies»  now 
in  use  and  practised  thereiUf  are  of  divine  institution ;  particularly, 
that  the  church  of  Chri&t  under  the  New-Tesument,  may  coasbt  or  be 
made  up  of  a  mixed  multitude,  and  their  sefd,  even  all  thac  are  mem* 
ben  of  a  nation*  who  are  willing  to  go  under  the  denomination  of 
Christians,  whether  they  are  godly  or  ungodly,  holy  or  pro£uie  \  tbat 
lords  archbishops,  and  diocesan  lords  bishops,  such  as  aretiow  in  Eng- 
land, are  of  dirine  institution  and  appointment ;  that  the  roreniment 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  under  the  Gospel,  is  to  be  prelaticaU  according 
as  it  is  practised  this  day  in  your  church  %  and  thac  your  ecclesiastical 
courts  are  of  dirine  appointment ;  that  particular  churches  or  congre- 
gations,  with  their  ministers  or  eiders  who  hare  power  and  authority  to 
receive  penons  into  membership,  have  not  likewise  authority,  by  Math* 
thew  xviii.  15 — iS,  and  Corinthians  v.  to  execute  cluirch  censures  and 
excommunication  upon  miscreants,  swearers,  liars,  drunkards,  adulter- 
ers, thieves,  atheists,  ^c. ;  but  that  it  is  of  divine  appointment,  that  they 
must  be  presented  to  their  ordinaries,  and  only  proceeded  against  in  yoar 
ecclesiastical  courts ;  tbat  the  several  offices  of  deans,  subdeans,  chap^ 
ters,  archdeacons,  prebendaries,  chancellors,  commissaries,  officials,  reg- 
isters, canons,  pettycanons,  vicars,  chorals,  apparitors,  organists,  vergers, 
singing-men  and  boys,  septins,  epistlers,  gospellers,  and  such  like  offi- 
ces and  officers  of  your  church  and  ecclesiastical  courts,  are  of  divine 
institution,  or  have  any  Scripture  warrant  to  justify  them,  and  to  bear 
them  harmless  in  the  last  day  ;  that  unpreaching  ministers  may  cele- 
brate the  sacraments  by  Scripture  warrant ;  that  their  different  ap- 
parel in  time  of  divine  service,  such  as  hoods,  tippets,  surplices,  &c 
are  of  divine  institution,  or  have  any  Scripture  warrant  under  the 
^ew-Testament  \  that  the  manner  of  the  publick  service  and  liturgy 
of  the  Church  of  England,  with  the  visitation  of  the  sick,  burial  of 
the  dead,  churching  of  women,  matrimony,  &c*  as  now  in  use,  are  of 
divine  appointment ;  that  the  people  ought,  by  the  rule  of  Cod's  word, 
audibly  with  the  ministers,  to  say  the  confession,  Lord's  prayer»  and 
creed ;  and  make  such  answers  to  the  publick  prayers,  as  are  appoint- 
ed in  the  book  of  common  prayer  ;  that  it  is  God's  holy  will  and 
pleasure,  that  saint  days  and  holy  days  should  be  kept  and  observed 
by  Christians,  according  to  the  use  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  thac 
instruments  of  musicl^  are  to  be  used  in  God's  worship,  under  the 
New-Testament;  that  infant  baptism  is  a   duty;  that  pouring  or 
sprinkling  water  is  the  right  manner  of  baptizing  ;  that  your  manner 
pf  administering  the  sacraments,  and  signing  with  the  sign  of  the  cross 
in  baptism  are  of  divine  appointment ;  that  god>fathers  and  god-moth* 
ers  are  of  divine  appointment.    These  are  some  of  the  things  fc  <)^- 
sire  you  to  prove  and  make  plain  to  us  by  the  holy  Scripture*     But 
|f  the  case  be  such  that  some  or  all  of  them  cannot  be  tliereby  proved  \ 
then  the  ad  thing  necessary  to  our  reconciliation  with  your  church  is« 
That  you  will  give  us  clear  and  infallible  proof  from  God's  holy  word, 
(uch  as  will  bear  us  harmless  in  the  last  day*  that  our  Lord  .Jesus 
Christ  hath  given  power  and  authority  to  any  xnan,  men,  convocation, 
or  synod,  to  make,  constitute,  and  set  up  any  otjicr  laws,  orders,  ofii- 
g^$,  rites  zfiA  ceremonies,  in  his  chur^  besidei  those  which  he  hatii 
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j^ppointed  ia  bb  bolf  word ;  or  to  aker  or  change  diose^  which  ho 
hach  therein  appointed^  according  a«  mays  from  time  to  time,  to  them 
seem  convenieot  \  and  that  we  are  bound  in  conscience  towmSa  God* 
by  the  authority  of  his  wordf  to  yield  obedience  thereunto ;  or  ti^teth- 
er  it  will  not  rather  be  a  sore  reflection  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the 
holy  Scrtptares»  and  a  high  defamation  of  the  Un^y  and  prpphetical 
offices  of  Jesus  Christy  to  suppose  such  a  thing.— Thus  have  we  m  ihi- 
mliiyy  and  withotU  frefwdic^f  sent  you  our  objections ;  and  if  you  can« 
according  to  your  lettery  show  them  to  be  shnnblh^hlock  madU  hy  our 
miiif  and  not  by  wr  natont  we  shall  be  very  thankful,  and  you  shall 
not  find  us  obstinate,  but  ready  to  accept  your  invitation.  But  un- 
til you  do  so,  and  prove  the  constitution,  orders,  officers,  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  your  church  to  be  of  God,  it  is  but  reason  that  you 
should  suspend  all  charge  of  ubitm  against  us^  and  desist  from  blam- 
ing us  for  our  peaceable  separation ;  which  is  all,  at  present,  from 
your  loving  friends,  who  desire  information,  and  unity  among  saints, 
and  the  church's  peace ;  that  God,  in  all  things  may  be  glorified 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Amea^ 

**  Subscribed  by  us,  members  of  the  general  meeting,  in  behalf  of 
the  rest,  March  it,  1699. 

<*John  Watts,  Joseph  Wood,  George  Eaglesfield,  Samuel  Jone^^ 
Geoige  Eaton,  Thomas  Bibb.'' 

The  times,  to  which  the  above  letter  refers,  were  remarkable  for 
the  spuit  of  proselyting^  excited  chiefly  by  means  of  the  Rev.  George 
Keith,  who,  it  is  said,  was  admitted  to  orders,  upon  condition  that  he 
would  return  to  Pennsylvania^  and  endeavoiu*  to  bring  his  party  over 
to  the  Church  of  England.  He  and  his  brethren  met  with  snocess  at 
first  I  but  a  copy  of  the  above  letter  being  made  publick^  they  were 
^mewhat  embarrassed,  and  their  progress  retarded.* 


[No.  VIIL] 

Clvii  Siaie  0/  IXtsinters  in  England^  1 793. 

<*  Every  dissenter  in  England  is  excluded  from  all  civil  and  ecclesi- 
astical employment  of  honour  and  profit  in  the  kingdom.  No  dissent- 
er can  be  admitted  to  command  in  the  army  or  navy,  were  even  his 
country  invaded,  nor  to  collect  any  part  of  the  publick  revenue,  nor 
to  act  as  a  magistrate,  nor  to  graduate  in  either  of  the  universities,  noi^ 
even  to  take  a  degree  of  Doctor  of  Mustek  or  Physick,  which  employ* 
ments  do  not  seem  to  have  any  reference  to  the  State.  Nor  will  tlie 
affirmation  of  a  Quaker  be  taken  in  any  of  our  courts,  in  any  criminal 
prosecution  whatever ;  so  that,  if  a  man  of  this  denomination  were  to 
see  another  murder  his  father  or  his  wife,  he  could  not  prosecute  the 
criminal  without  denying  his  religion.  .  No  Quaker  can  practise  in 
any  of  the  courts  of  law,  not  even  as  an  attorney.  This  civil  incapa- 
city makes  Dissenters  be  looked  upon  by  the  vulgar  most  unjustly,  as 
rebels  and  enemies  to  government,  and  to  a  family  which  they  placed 
0n  the  tlirone ;  and  in  all  seasons  of  alarm  and  tumult  they  have  ex- 

*  l^wards's  Hmtory  of  the  Baptists  m  Pennsylvania,  p.  99^1#1 
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perieneedt  and  do  cgpericn€e  gteat  cvik  in  thii  wif.  Every  I>ineiii 
who  acknowledges  the  troth  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  is  toUraigd 
in  the  exercise  of  religious  worship  ;  but  he  who  denies  the  Triniiy,  is^ 
on  conviction*  liable  to  cw^cmAoh  tf  goodi  and  mpriio$immt»  Dissentrrs 
pay  all  taxes  and  tythet»  and  are  obliged  to  serve  offices  in  the  chnrch» 
which  are  attended  only  with  labour  and  expense,  as  church*warden,  &c» 
subject  to  heavy  penadties  if  they  do  not  serve*  or  find,  at  th^v  owa 
^pense»  a  proper  substitute!!**— i?f)^ii*/  Register^  Vd.  i.  p.  524. 

This  statement  will  give  the  reader  a  view  of  the  condition  of  Di^ 
(enters  in  England*  and  will  sufficiently  explain  to  him  the  reason  why 
such  multitudes  are  conciaually  emigrating  to  America. 

I'his  kingdom  abounds  with  good  men  of  different  persuasions ;  k 
has  long  been  the  nursery  of  genius  and  piety  ;  every  Christian  land 
has  reai^on  to  respect  ii»  on  account  of  its  noble  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
truth  ;  but  the  maxims  of  iu  Cabinet,  and  its  JLcdesiastical  Coostita^ 
tioD,  no  lover  of  liberty  and  equality  can  approve* 

To  the  above  statement  we  will  subjoin  the  following  accotmt  of  the 
Church  of  iLngiaod  uken  from  Simpson*s  Plea  for  the  Sacied  Writ- 
ings. 

**  There  are  about  18,000  clergymen  in  England  and  Wales  of  the 
established  religion,  and  nearly  10,000  parishes.  The  rectories  are 
5.098  ;  the  vicarages  3<6S7  ;  the  livings  of  other  descriptions  2*970  % 
in  all,  iit755- 

'*  Twenty  or  thirty  of  those  livings  may  be  ^4444 :  44  and  upwards  a 
year :  four  or  five  hundred  of  them  $<.2222  :  22— -two  thousand  of  them 
i^8 H  :  90-  •  five  thousand  of  them  jb444  •  45-  '^^c  average  value  of  liv- 
ings is  about  vS622  :  22. 

'*  The  whole  income  of  the  church  and  two  Universities,  is  n»  uuO^ 
iotu  iiM  hundred  and  tiniy^s'tM  tinuamdt  urn  hundred  and  sixty tm  doUars  and 
uxty'ieven  caiii, 

**  There  are  twenty-six  bishops,  whose  annual  income  is  ^408,888 : 
90;  each  bishop  has  thertfote  on  an  average  )e>  15,726 ;  50,  supposing 
be  had  no  other  prefermenL 

'*  Th^re  are  28  cathedrals,  26  deans,  60  arch*deacons,  and  554  pre- 
bends, canons,  &c.  Besides  these,  there  are  in  all  about  300  in  orders 
belonging  to  the  different  cathedrals,  and  about  900  lay  officers,  such 
as  singing-men,  organists.  Sec  who  are  all  paid  trom  the  cathedral 
emoluments ;  so  that  there  are  about  1 800  persons  attached  to  the  sev- 
eral cathedrals,  and  divide  among  them  b62 2,221 :  iz" 

One  man  may  possess  several  preierments  at  the  same  time,  and 
may  receive  the  enormous  sum  of  £b 8. 88 8  :  90,  pet  annum  !— **  Law, 
bishop  of  Carlisle,  possessed,  at  the  time  ot  his  decease,  ten  or  more  pre- 
ferments. He  was  a  bishop,  head  of  a  college,  prebend,  rector,  libra- 
rian, &c.  &c.  &c." 

This  picture  is  sufficient  to  convince  Americans  of  the  impropriety 
of  a  union  of  Church  and  State.  '  Were  it  necessary,  such  a  melan- 
choly picture  might  be  drawn  from  the  statements  of  that  worthy  man 
and  Christian,  David  Simpsom,  (who  disdained  to  be  considered  an 
hlreUng  of  the  corrnpt  Church  of  England,  and  of  course  withdrew)  as 
would  strike  the  mind  with  horror  I  Any  one  who  wishes  to  be  fur- 
ther  acquamted  with  the  history  of  tbem^  may  find  it  in  a  volmdr 
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IrritCen  by  David  Simpfton*  A*  M.  entitledf  **  A  plea  for  Religion  and 
the  Sacred  Writings*  addressed  to  the  disciples  of  Thomas  ii^uoe^ 
and  to  wavering  Christians  of  every  denomination*" 


[No.  IX.] 

Summary  Vhw  of  the  DiffcretU  D^nommatimu  of  ChruiUmi  in  thi  United 

States, 

Tub  nomber  of  the  Baptists  will  be  exhibited  in  the  following  Table. 

It  is  probable  the  Methodists  count  as  many  members  in  their  so- 
•iety,  if  not  more»  than  any  one  denomination  in  America.  Accord* 
ing  to  their  Minutes,  the  snm  total  of  their  members  this  .year 
amounts  to  214,307  ;  42,809  of  whom  are  people  of  colour.  The 
preachers  in  full  connexion  are  678,  those  on  trial  are  178  ;  making  the 
sum  total  of  preachers  856.  The  increase  of  their  society  this  year  is 
18,950.*  The  members  in  Canada  are  not  reckoned  in  this  statement. 
Their  number  in  both  Provinces  last  year  was  a  little  short  of  3000  ; 
but  it  is  said  great  additions  were  made  to  them  this  year.  In  this 
statement  are  mcluded  all,  who  belong  to  the  Methodist  Classes ;  what 
proportion  of  these  come  up  to  their  communion^  one  of  their  ministers 
informs  me*  cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  correctness.  A  gen- 
tleman»  who  was  a  number  of  years  a  preacher  in  their  connexion,  sup- 
poses, that,  take  the  denomination  at  large,  not  more,  if  so  many  as 
half  of  those  in  Society,  are  communicants. 

The  total  number  of  the  Methodist  Society  in  1809,  tn  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  West-Indies,  British  Dominions  in  America,  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  334«628.f 

The  Congregationlists  are  the  most  numerous  denomination  in  New« 
England.  Their  congregations,  in  1801,  were  over  a  thousand.^  In 
1796,  according  to  Dr.  MonCf  their  churches  in  Connecticut  only,  were 
aoo,  their  pastors  I70>  and  their  communicants  20,000.^  In  Massa* 
•husetts,  their  number  of  preachers  now  is  over  400,  the  number  of 
churches  nearly  500.  Q  The  number  of  this  denomination  in  other 
St  ites  I  am  not  able  to  state,  but  it  must  be  small  compared  with 
New-£ngland. 

The  number  of  Presbyterian  congregations  in  America  was,  in. 
1788,  computed  to  be  618:  there  were  226  ministers.**  They  have 
probably  increased  considerably  since.f  f 

The  Independents  are  small  compared  with  either  of  the  formentioftr 
ed  sects. 

*  Minutes  d  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churclit 
Ice  for  181J. 

t  Lee's  History  of  the  Methodists,  p.  359. 

%,  Hannah  Adams's  View  of  Religions,  p.  449. 

§  Geography,  voL  1.  p.  453. 

I  Massachusetts  Register  for  1813. 

••  View  of  Religions,  p.  45L 

f\  The  Cnngret^atlenalists  and  Presbyterians  are  so  often  blended  together,  es*> 
pecially  hi  New-E.ieland,  that  those  who  have  not  studied  their  rules  of  discW 
^e,  know  not  m  what  the  diffisreace  between  them  oaasiato.   The  Prssbyts- 
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Afpendix. 


The  Friends  haTc,  m  the  United  States,  505  meetings  for  worsh^ 
their  mondilf  raeetines  ate  179 ;  their  yearly  meetings  43.* 

The  number  of  Episcopal  congregations  I  have  not  learnt. 

The  whole  population  of  the  Roman  Catholicks  in  the  United  Stotest 
in  1 801 9  was  supposed  to  be  50,000. 

The  number  of  the  smaller  sects  cannot  be  ascertained. 

riunhave  tbe  following  gradation  of  ecclesiastical  tribunals,  tiz.  Church  Ses- 
sions, Presbyteries,  Synoos,  and  the  General  Assenibly.  A  church  Sesnon  cod- 
sists  of  the  minister,  or  mmister  and  elders,  with  whom  is  vested  the  govern- 
nieot  of  each  church.  A  Presbyteiy  comnstsof  all  the  ministers  aod  one  nifii^ 
«dder  from  each  church  or  congrergation  within  a  certaia  district  A  Sjnod  is  a 
convention  of  several  Presbyteries.    The  General  Assembly  conasts  of  dele- 

Stet  from  all  the  Presbytsries.    There  is  a  re^;ular  course  of  appeab  fixm 
t  Church  Sesflioii  up  to  this  Assembly,  which  is  the  highest  judicahsy  isf  the 

Presbyterian  Church. Hannah  Adam%*9  View  ofReSgions^  ft,  450,  451. 

The  CoogregatKnahsts  diflfer  bo  great  from  the  Presbyterians  except  in 
,ehun:h  government,  which  thev  vest,  not  in  the  hands  of  the  minister  or  eldets» 
Presbyteries,  Synods,  or  Asseroolies;  but  each  church  is  supposed  to  have  powd- 
er of  Itself  to  regulate  all  its  afl^urs :  it  is,  however,  thought,  that  they,  togedi* 
f  r  with  the  Independents,  are  verging  towards  the  Presbyterian  standard. 

*  Thb  account  was  funushed  by  Moses  Brown,  of  Providence. 


QBNBftAL  TAfitB 

OF  ASSOCIATIONSi  AKD  CHURCHE& 


Ijlr.q.  TheimmttcfoindaSnedminifltersai^bRorftililchafacten.unm^ 
in  ItaUck,    The  names  of  all  the  ininisters  as  f^v  as  they  can  be  aicertajne^* 
hxt  put  clown,  whether  they  were  delegates  to  the  Aswciatkxi  or  hot    Tn 
dates  immediately  after  the  names  of  toe  Associiitkns  show  when  they  weip 
or|Sanized» 


tmm. 


1776 

1800 
1807 
1809 
1809 
1800 
1800 
1800 
1800 


i8i( 


«Z95 
1810 

1788 


Miniitert, 


Jsmes  Manniiif( 
Thomu  Antlcy 
£dw.  Manniiig,  T.|S.  ftirding,  &.  J.  Reite 


Nova-Scotia  and  New-Brunswick  Association.    }  797# 

Held  in  Onslow,  June  84*  iSit,    Sermon  %y  ^ward  Mannt^g> 
Ckurduu 

Lower  GwivilU 

Upper  Granville 

Corqwallif 

Horton 

Newport 

O  III  tow 

D'gby  Neck 

Amherst 

Salisbury,  N.B. 

ferkvillc.  N.  B/ 

Wi'jcrbury,  N.B. 

Prinee  William,  N.  3. 

Wakefield,  N.  B. 

Cieriientt 

Halifax 

M  ictau  and  Wilmot 

Chester 

iSi^iagfield 

Chitfclitti  19  Minifteis  13  .  Total 


Mathan  Cleaveland 
Peter  Crandall 


»» 


I 


Jofcph  Cnndall 

Elijah  Easterbrook 
L.mmmoDd    / 


John  Bonon 
Thomas  H.  Chipnipsi 
Joseph  Dimock 


Bowdoinham 

Thomaiton 

Isr  Vassal  borough 

tfltWhiteficld 

Bristol  and  Miscoogoa  { 


Island 
St.  George 
NoUeborough 
Hope 
Harlem 
Woolwich 
friefidihip 
Warren 

Mount  Ephraim 
Fatriax 
llleiboroogh 

xrOJk.  Si 


J 


1784 

17S8 

1789 

179s 

i7«9 
1793 

>79i 

i860 
1800 
1800 
1801 
i8ef 
179* 


Jamifteisis 

T.  S.  Harding,  Moderator. 
fidward  Manning,  CkrL 

District  af  Maine. 

Lincoln  Association*    i8«94« 

Held  at  Sedgwiek,  SepL  16,  181a.    Sermon 

l^  Phineaa  Pitlsbury, 
Joh  Matomber,  Daniel  Featioa 
Elitba  Snow,  Sarauf  1  fi^ocr 

}«tte  Martm 
oieph  Bayly 

Samuel  A.  fhgg 


Benjamin  £ames 
Phineat  PHlshurf 
James  Steward 

Sainiel  Stimon 

Andrew  F«Her»  /M^  C  S^rf 

Stephen  Dexteiyjob  Lewu 
Le^nel  Rich,  ThoijMf 

60 


t5» 

55 

I 
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Table  tfAssiciathm  mid  Cburehtim 


Ckanka* 

▼inallMTeB 

lit  Palermo 

Sedprkk 

Unity 

Colambb  aod  Additoii 

Bbr  Hill 

MontTilk 
Canncl 
Sorrcf 
lit  Jeiienao 
tdJcfienoii 
Klatiaiciit 
Deer  lilt 
Stctton 
ittC^m<ten 
ftdCamdoi 
FfankEorl 
UoioQ 

•d  Vassalboroogh 
•Bd  Pilermo 
Orlaod 
Belfi»t 
'Hampdeo 
'Buclutown 
fld  WhitefieM 
'JDIxtiont 
Mt  Steuben 
J9d  Sleubea 
vTrefton 
Sttilj^aii 

IfeW-Charlciim 
iGretn 
.CAtttne  . 
BeaterhiU 

;«d.l|j|omTtlIe 

Chuichct^i 


lit  Bowdoiii 
1st  Sidacj    . 
]M  Litchfield 


Keadfietd 

FavetM 
,Wtyne 

ll.isboa 
•Clinton 

Kew-VmcTtrd 

Walci 

Afaanc*Venio0 

JLcfdt 

New-Sharon 
'Canaan 
>  id  Sidney 

fid  Bowooin 
J9cigrade 
,»^ell 


1804 
1805 
1805 
1800 
1806 
1806 

1807 
1807 
1807 
1807 
1808 
1808 
i8q8 
1808 
1807 
1808 
180S 
1808 
1801 
1808 
1809 
tftog 
i8og 
1809 
1809 
1809 
i8to 
180A 
1806 
tSio 
1810 
1810 
1809 

181B 


1788 

1798 

f79« 
179« 


1794 


i8oft 

\^ 

i8o/» 
1806 
i8p5 


John  Wagg 

D.  Merrin,  a.m  .  Hen.  Halci  Awurmk  Dodge 
IiaacHall  ^ 

John  Ronndy,  Amoi  AUen 

Job  Coshman 

Paul  RuxRles,  J^  P^Um 
Benjamin  Lord 
WUlaa  AUen 


John  Still 
SamMtlABid 


EibtMtur  Pkkkam 


Gideon  Cook,  John  Chadboorae 
Nathaniel  Robrnno 


Daniel  M'Maiter 


mUuM  Davis 

Minister!  35  *Vbtal 

Daniel  Menill,  M&dgruior. 
Samuel  Baker^  QerL 

BowooiNHAM  Association.    1787. 

Held  at  Re^field,  Sept.  B5,  i8t  i.    Sermon 

by  Thomas  Francies. 
Joaeph  Deoslow 
Asa  Wither 
Henry  K^^ndair 

Benjamin  Cole,  Jamea  Garcelon 
RoSert  Low,  Isaac  Case, 
OUvef&ltingstXXuiM^^ltMi 

Mephibothetli  Cane 

Jaines  Pierce 

Wicr  Moore.  Jokn  Pre$eoi 

Thomas  Francies 

Sarouol  S»eit«,Al^rvie  dniM 
John  Wagg 

J«Meiih  Palmen  O^rla  Wekbtr 
Icbabod  lemple 
£Uas  Taylor,  BAi^mtpfiiibe 
John  ilobioson 


TfUe  «f  AuotJaHmi  W  (Smkbrn 


o 


#4  Liibon 

Cornvillc 

HarmcNif 

FamuDgtoo 

Monmottth 

Palmyra  ^ 

Pitdtagois 

KcvF.Portland 

fdlitcbfieia 


ChurcbMsS 


Harpcwell 

Hebron 

IK  Buekfield 

Farii 

Xtivcrmore 

Kew-G)oucetter 

Kortb^Yannoitth 

fry 

BraMwick 

PortUpd 

td  Buckfield 

Sanmer 

Bethei 

TefiRusoB 

Minot 

Ficcpoft 

Pejepicot 

Denmark 

No.  5 

Bridqston 

Hanford 

•dLivcnnore 

Btifa 


Ckurdictti 


1808 

1801 
1801 

1810 


1786 
1791 
1791 
1791 

»798 
«794 
»797 
«799 

;i 

1808 
1804 

1795 
1790 

1807 

1807 
1808 
1804 
1809 
1807 
1810 
1811 

X81Q 


OMOttft* 


MTilliaffl  Stu 

Miniitert  sa  Total 

Robert  Low,  Modtrai^. 
Thomai  Francioy  ClerL 

CuMBsiLANO  Association*    iSio. 

Held  at  Kortk-Yarmocidi,  Ocu   a,   18  Ji. 
Sermon  hy  Caleb  Blood. 

Samuel  Mariner,  Samnel  Woodwaid 
Jobn  Tripp 
Nathaniel  Cbaie 

{araet  Hooper 
ohn  Haines,  Thomas  Wymaa 

Sylvanns  Boardman,.Thomts  Gfcea 
Joseph  Adams,  JfosipA 
Beojamia  Titcoab 
Caleb  Blood 

Thomas  Macomher 
Ebencacr  Bray 


Geofgic  Rtcfcef 

EStneMer  Pinkkam 

JoKpb  Robertt 

Tristram  Jordan 

Lemuel  Jackson,  Amariih  Reed 

Reuben  Ball 
Ransom  Norton 
Silas  Stearns 

Ministers  ai        •  Total 

Sylvanus  Boaidaian,  Uoderaiar* 
John  Haines,  CkrA* 


80. 
1S8 


55 

7t 

35 
106 


111 

H 

ao 

44 

aa 


99 

5t 

Si 
8^ 


NevhHamfishirt. 

N.  HAMPSHiaa  Association.    1795. 


Madburx 

1768 

Sit  Berwick 

1768 

Sanford 

177a 

OilxiKiiptOQ. 

177a 

istWells 

1780 

ad  Berwick 

1804 

Lyman 

178B 

1st  Shapletgh 

1781 

lit  Waterboro^gh 

1791 

Cornish 

179ft 

NewiowB 

«7J^ 

Held  at  Pkiaoosfield,  June!9,  1813. 

by  Oti^  Robi^SQB* 
William  Hooper 
JosfanaCase 


liaSQB* 


Setmoo 


I 


Walter  Powers 
foieplk  Eaton 
Nathaniel  Lord 
Simon  Lock 
William  Coding 
Henry  Smith 
Timothy  Remick 
Jhmt^  TMtAsktry 


1.  :::U 


t 

7* 


«»  ^4itlf^:Amimtmnmi0'Cii(r»hb 


Sm'^hSi  Welta 

■d  Walerhaaiih 

■tf  Slwptcisk 

Hollii 

lfn>ficld 

fffinghm 

Jd  Berwick 

Ompte 

iCran 

SiliibtirT 


#MilboniK3B 

Unville 


gr' 


PwreMil 


Tenala 
Sqltik. 


yriah  Moniion 

mn  Ttfd 

Orb  RoUWOD,  tkdtrater. 

Andre*  Sbcrburnc,  dtrk. 

N-  B.    TIk  giot  Brcntwbod  cbortb,  a  for 

nms  m*on,   which    I    Inve  dm    learnt, 

drt^iped  from  ihcte  Mioaia.      We  ibil) 


Wniiwonfa  Lord 
Aboer  Fbndcn 
Zcbe<lec  IJeUnp 


EbcDCier  P.  Kimnil 
Jtnfaui  Roberi 


Levi  Cbadboani 
Wjlllini  Cludboura 


■ociuEd  cmniici. 

MBKBorTH  AlsOGIATtOK. 

Held  u  Meredith,  S(-p«.  II,  i8[i. 

by  Ou*  RcUmon. 
Nicb«l#  Fbboai,  ..AniM  Sma» 
jctn  Crockett 

J>a>«  B>vlcr 
£u*  Willnunb* 


Totrf 
Eua  WiUnrrtli,  MBdtrttar. 
£phia-jn  Crtcketi,  Cleri. 
JIfr.  WUlmatliummiaiU4atWMrt,N.H. 


DO,  Qtf.  17,  181 
BbjabWiUinl 


s 


Iq  CHtpmiwh  Un(. 


.5 


Tdk  it^kmMm^Cturtt^^ 


Vermont* 


QtMrdUt. 


Windaor 

Westmoreland,  N.H. 
Cbttstcr 
A^trad,N.H. 
Nt.w-London,  N.  H« 
Gornish,  N.  H. 
Grafton,  K.H. 
Jain;iic9 
Canaan,  N  H* 
Wcaehenfieid  «di!  > 
BiihiiDore  > 

grafion,  Vt, 
iVfiiflisb 
Goshen.  ^^.H» 
Sutrofi,  N.  H. 
Wmdham 
Towmbend 
Windsor,  West  Parish 
Andover 

X^'idbnderrv,  N.  H. 
Afcwortb,  N.H. 
W'^cmipster  and  > 
^  RockhiEbam    t 
Wmhall 
Unity.  N.  H. 
P^in^ld,  N.H. 

Cburcbo  %$ 


fLdam»^  Man. 
Albany,  N  Y. 
Berlin,  N.V. 
Cambridge,  KaT* 
itt  Canaan,  N.Y* 
sd  Cajpaaii,  N  Y. 
ut  Cheshire,  MaM, 
«d  Ckeihire.  Maat. 
Chtiham,  N,V, 
Charlottevilte,  U.C 
Citfumiterli,  K.Y. 
Glinrm,  U.  Canada 
fiKrft)aiitt  Maw. 
£»ft  Hillidale,  N.Y. 
Wesi  Hillsdale.  N.Y. 
Ijtimihbunc,  N.Y* 
Honsick,  N.Y. 
Nais^.  NY. 
FfttstAwn,  K  Y. 
Pittsield,  NY. 
lit  Fbfra»l.  Yu 


tmttd. 


1778 

t773 
1789 
170c 
1788 

r8^ 

i785 
•  7^ 

1803 
1803 

»8o3 

1803 
1807 

1807 
!8o3 
i8tt 
1809 

1819 

1818 

179a 


1811 

»785 
1778 

1779 

1789 
1771 


1789 

17S« 

17B7 

1785 

1784 

1772 

«77a 


Mhistirs^ 


WoOOfTOCK  ASSOCIATIOM.     I783. 

Held  at  Canaan,  Sral.  9»;  iSia,    fitrthon  by 
Ariel  Kendrick. 

fbomasBfowA 
Jabcz  Cottle 

Aaron  Letand 

Jrremiab  Higbee 

job  Sramjmt,  Saml.  Ambrt)iei  £nctk  Mimimg 

A  fir)  K^rick 

Joseph  Wheel 


Beman  Boyntoa 

John  Sfnlding 
'onarhan  Going,  jr«  A*Ar* 
ohn  Colbgr 


{ 


Thomas  Baker 

Sarobel  LaresoB 
Poel  Manning 
Ger^hom  Lane 
Beigamm  Sien 


Eara  Mnor 

Jonathan  Qram»  ^jM^  iC)M«i/ 

Ministers  M  Toad 

Aktotk  Ldand,  Madfrator. 
Jeitttiiah  Higbee,  iM§t/U 

SBAPtsAvRir  Association.    178b. 

H^ld  at  West*Stockbridge,  June  3,   1819. 
Sermon  by  Isaiah  Mattisoa. 

George  Witherell 

IjaacWebb 

Jcstus  Hull,  Aldenttan  Bdker 

Qbed  Warren 


Bartemiu  Braman 

Job  Champion 

Abijah  Pedt. 

Daniel  Sherwood 
AbelBrowD 


Epbraim  Hania 
Charles.lAh8it    • 
f  ohn  Francis,  jnn. 
David  Hnihm 


$? 

77 
55 

s 

S 

88 
4? 
81 

51 

7f 


5» 


I 


57 

611 
119 

41 
115 

48 

*^ 

54 
«93 

34 

.1x6 

% 


m 


Tabti  tf  Jiixiatimwi^Ciuf'dffA 


Cbtnktu 

Schoiack,  N.Y. 
9iC  StepheDtowo,  N.Y. 
itt  Skafblmnr,  Vt. 
1th  Sbaftfbuiyy  Vt. 
Savoj,  Mass. 
Stanford,  Vt. 
Troy.  N.Y, 
Towmeod,  U.C 
Saodisfield,  Mait. 
Oxford,  U.C. 
W.  Stockbridge,  Man. 
Chiircbe«3t 


Salen,  N.Y. 
HubbartOD,  Vt. 
BnndoD,Vt« 
Whitios,  Vt. 
TStttferd,  Vt. 
Foultnef ,  Vt. 
Mookton,  Vt. 
Rupert,  Vt. 
New-Havcn,  Vt. 
Middkiois  Vt. 

ComwaH.  Vt. 
Bristol,  Vu 
Charlottt,  Vt.     . 
Granville,  N.Y. 
£)of«et,Vu 
Or^ll,  Vt. 
Hinesborgb,  Vt. 
Middlebury,  Vt. 
Beoion,  Vu 
Ifa,Vt. 
PamoQ,  Vt. 
SboKham,  Vt. 

Chiircbci  ts 


Hichmoad 

Georsia 

WcstTonl 

Berkfhire 

Catobrtdge 

Swaoioii 

JSisex  and  JeridM 

Fairfax 

FaJifield 

Enotborougb 


1768 
1788 


t795 

»779 
1750 


1730 

;i 

'753 

»793 


1788 


Stepbcn  Olmned 
Tuliui  Bieman 
uaiah  MittiiOii 

Philip  Pearce 
Paul  Himet 
Francit  Waylaod 
Furcbiia 


JeaieUiitwell 


1783 
1787 
1809 
178ft 

>794 


U9 


I 


>794 
*793 


«7»3 
>793 


Mmlen  ti  Total  I 

Obed  WancB,  Moiermtnr. 
William  Gioom,  jr.  CkrA. 

Vkrmont  Association.    17^5. 
Oct.  €^  7,  iSig. 

Sewmei  M.  Pkm^ 
Nathan  Daoa 
AM  Fisker 

WilliaiD  Herintoa 
Clark  Kendrick 
7okH  Steams 
Peter  W.  Reynold! 

S^lvamn  Hajroca 
Aiisba  Starkweather 
Henry  Gieea 

Sittiiel  Rowley 

Isaac  Sawyer 

Samael  Cnurchill 

Nathaniel  Kendrick,  ihfW^  GritwaU 

Zeremy  H»  Dwrre 
efamd  Howara 
Abel  Woods 
Ephraim  Savryer 

MiDtsten  10  Total 

^rnnel  Rowley,  CUrk, 
The  Minotes  of  this  Aiaociation  were  forward- 
ed in  manuscript.    Where  it  was  held,  who 
preached  the  sermon,  and  whoitras  oiodcra- 
tor,  are  not  stated. 

Faikpiela  AssociAtioN.    Formerly 
called  Richmond,  formed  1795. 

Held  at  Fairfield,  Aos.  96,  181ft.    Sermcm 
by  1.  Oicutt. 

R.  Meats 

Moses  Wares 
S.  Holmca 
I.  Orctttt 
£phraim  Butler 


iS 


Issac<&nry^ 


.i 


8B 

30 
86 

«4 

X 

8* 

& 

'2 


1791 


47 

n 

X 


TabU  of  Jssteialkm  and  Churches^ 


WS 


UprtHtewa 

Cbwdkeiia 


OilNbiinr 

L>ncute^  N.H. 

LiiiletOD 

Coocotrf,  N.H, 

CovcDtry  &  Inaburah 

Driby  " 

BimttOD 

LuDinbunrli 

Be[bkbein 

Si.  JohnibnrT,Vt. 

Uunllc,  Vl. 

Cbntcbmt 


Chebea  lod  Tnabrite 
Randolpfa 

Tr^bin 

H.i-)«r,  M.  H. 
£,Iaw,  N.  K. 

Cfawchtin 


Danvilli  AsiociATiOM. 
Ifcld  ttDcfbr,  Vt.  JoM  IT,  iftia. 
bf  SamiMl  ChwchilL 


HioMim  a  Total 

SiibmI  Cbarchill,  MeJerUtr. 
Diaiel  Muoo,  CUrk. 


Htld  M  BniottM, 


AlfOCIATION. 

Vt.  Oft.  to.  I 


Sunoel  Horcy 
E'ijali  Huntingtm 


Totil 

Sanacl  Horcr,  Maitrttter 
£l-jjh  HuniiogiOD,  Otrk. 


37? 


Majtachmetts. 

Boston  Aisociation. 


'  Hiveihill 
H«v»d 

Wohoni 

Tempietoa 

Xowley 

Chatlenom 
Beitoly 


ThomnBa1c<win,D.i>.  /}mu/CIm«m,a. 
WillLam  Baicbeldu 
Abiiha  Sttnion 

^ph  Gmrion 
nil  Waterman,  a.m. 


\~'''S  Jomih  Convrtt 
<-'-'f)  Ch«tkf  Train,  a.m. 
IV  Icrrmiab  ChipliDiA.M. 

iK-i|WmiiBC61Uer,A.H. 


JfiM 


Tdkk  4fAMmM9ili  Sru§<!hrtkn 


Ckmrtktu 


Rradiog 

Maiden 

Wearc,  N.H. 

Ki  w-BoKon,  N  H. 

Nottingham  Wcac,Mil. 

African  Cliurch  in  } 

Boitoo  > 

iDivrich 
Newbury  and  New*  > 

buryport  ) 

«d  Boston 
Oiourester 
AlarbJchead 
Cheimffbrd 
JLoiytonderiy,  N.H. 
punstable 
Gofttown,  N.H. 

Cburcbct  17 


i8c»4 

•  78-J 
1805 


WnhUri* 

Lucius Bollet,  A. M.  £. Willtaflu»  a.m.? 
Henry  A.  Clarke.  ) 

EhcKKr  NelK>n,  Ckor^re  f  oprt 

Exn  Willnunh 
luiah  Stontt 


SottOD 

Licc«iter 

Charlton 

1st  Woodstock,  Coib 

ftd  Woodstock,  Con. 

South-Brimfield 

Mchertown 

SturiHidjSe 

%i  Ashfo.d,  Con. 

ti  Ashford,  Con. 
huttebury 
Wilbraham 
Hardwick 
Thompson,  Con. 
Tomfiret  Con. 
Enfieid  and  Long- 
Meadow,  Con. 
KiUingly,  Con. 
Tolland,  Con. 
1st  Stafford,  Con. 
«d  Stafford,  Con. 

CKufchcs  do 


\ 


J>yden 

Leveiett  and  Monugoe 

1st  Guilford,  Vt. 

84l  C^lraine 

I^cbinond 

Somerset,  Vt. 

Dununcrston,  Vu 


1805  John  Peak 

1807 1  Daniel  Shari$,  E.  thedbi^  Jobuon  CUsc 

Feidinand  Ellis,  a.m. 

John  Peckens,  Jokm  PatkkurU 


Abraham  Gates 

Minisre  ft  t4  Toirf 

Thomas  Baldwip,  UoJkraUir* 
Eliiha  WilKam^  Cfrri. 

Stuxbrioce  Association.     1801. 

Held  ai  Hardwick,  Sept.  fo,  1812.    Scmoo 
I  by  Jose|)h  Sntallidge. 

Samael  Waters,  Is»c  Dwinnel  , 

Peter  Rogcn 
Jaaaes  Boomer 

Amos  Wetlt 
Elijah  Codding 
David  Pease 
Zenas  L.  Leonardt  A.M. 


95 

€8 

75 

S9 


763 

738 
76B 

766 

79; 

736 

795 
749 
774 

It 

768 
750 

79« 
77^ 


Joseph  StnalUdge  . 

AWm  Bennett 
Kbenezer  Burf 
Parson  Crosby 
James  Grow 

George  Atwell,  Enkiel  Tervy 

Calvin  Cooper 
Q.   William  Hubbard 
786 1  JctuUAan  TmtA,  Stmuei  CuiUr 

SamttjElfiloSBfA  Mf 

Miniitenso  Total 

Samuel  Waten,  Uoieraier» 
Zenas  L.  Leomird,  Ckvi. 


lyffe 

1755 
1780 

«77o 
179* 
1783 


Leydbn  Association.    1793* 

Held  at  Guilford,  Vt.  Oct.  9.  t8t  1.    Sen 
by  TiMinai  Ainottm* 

Asa  Hebard 

Elijah  Moa(a|(iie 

Jeiemy  Padier,  Matthnr  Beonet 

Solomon  WakeMI 

Jonathis  Hamley 


i\% 
7* 

M9 
'•9 

119 

isa 

^5 
*»9 

4a 
187a 


35 

3i 


tdHh  ^  AsMtiati09ls  and  thmrchH. 


JOS 


Giv/ulrr. 

)Putdey,  Vt. 
Hili&x,  Vc. 
Marlboroogh  and  { 

Mewfane,  Vt*    { 
8d  Gtnlford,  Vt. 
If  t  Colnine 
CharlemoQt 
Royaktoa  and     > 

WinchendoQ    \ 
Wenaell 
Guilford  Unitod  { 

Church,  Vt.     | 
THxoL 

Rcyakton  &  Warwick 
Brookline 
Fitzwilliam.  N.H. 
Swaozey  &  Win-  > 

Chester,  N*H.  > 
Heath 
New-Satem 
Wilaiogtoa,  Vt. 
Hinsdale  and  Chester- 

6eld,  N.  H. 
Wbitiogliain,  Vt, 
Wardstorough,  Vt. 

Churches  t; 


i 


ChettcifiBld 

itt  West-SprfnKfield 

«d  West^pfingfield 

Hinsdale 

Bccket 

Westfield 

Cheater 

Charchos  7 


1786 
1784 


1790 

1781 
178a 


1790 
1792 

177a 


179a 


1780 
1789 


'784 


ihaa  Wilson 

Mansfield  Bruce,  Benjamin  Cole 
Benjamtft  BuckUn 

John  Rathbum,  NathaAiel 

Samuel  King 

Lewis  Allen 

David  Batea 
Levi  Hodge 
Isaac  Welman 
Nathaniel  Bowka 


Stephen  Barkef 

Paul  Davis 
Eli  Ball 

Joseph  Ellidt 


Stephen  Choaie 

Miaisten  aa 

£lijah  MootaKiie, 
Paul  Davis,  Gerk. 


Total 


WsfTFiiLO  Association. 

Held  at  West-Sannsfield,  Sept.   i,  i8i3» 

Sermoo  oy  Bldtr  Bradley* 
Asa  Todd 
Jesae  Whitman 
Tb^amas  Raod,  a.m. 
Abraham  Jackson 
Amoi  Kiogsley 

John  Grant,  Silas  Kingsjey 

Ministers  7  total 

JesM  Whittnanj  Uodtraior. 
oho  Grant,  Ckrk. 


. 


96 
4* 

74 

5» 

119 

lb 

«7 
91 
48 

7» 


aiif 


IM  Boston,  Mass. 
Warren 

1st  Middlehoro',  Mass. 
ad  Mtddleboro',  Mass. 
U  Middleboro^,  Mask 
Wrentham,  Mass. 
Attlebocoogb,  Masi. 
Bsrnftable4  Mass* 
Medfield,  Mais. 
.  Harwich,  Mast* 

voju  29 


i7fiZ 
17^0 

mi 
1761 

17§ 
»77i| 


Rh^de-hUmd. 

Warren  AssOcxatioic*    ^767. 

Held  at  Kingston.  ^Aass*  Sept.  7,  8,  1813. 
Sermon  by  Stephen  Gano. 

Tames  M.  Winchell,  a. a. 
Luther  Baker,     ■     ■■■  BAttm 
Samuel  Abbot 


Simeon  Coombf 

Samuel  Nelson 

William  Williams,  a.  m.  Snmd  Hmc^ 

I  James  Read 
Barnabas  Batea 
William  Gammell 
JameaBafaaby,  A.Mfc 

64i 


«*9 

aa^ 

iia 
120 

109 

74 
190 


J9» 


T«^<  9fAs$kMm  imit  Cbwrdht. 


Ml  Proviclaice 


firidflewittr,  Mm. 
Randolph,  Mass. 
Carver,  Man. 
ManhBcld,  Mass. 
ad  SuitOD,  Maik 
*td  Tiverton 
Martfapce,  Mais. 
Kewport 

Scekonk,  (formtrly  > 
Rehobotb,  Mb«.  \ 
Craftoo,  Mau. 
Taunton,  Mait. 
Soinsrsef.  Man. 
4(b  MiddleboroV  Mais, 
td  Providence 


Pawtackefi 

Kingston,  Masa. 
Hanover,  Mass. 
Warwick  &.  Coventry 
Holden,  Mass. 

?d  Tiverton 
Ijrmouth,  Masi» 
'Korthbridge,  Mass. 
Pawtuxet 
Bustol 

Pembroke,  Mass. 
Wofccstcr,  Nf ass. 
iNew-fiedfoi  d,  Mass* 

Cbarahes  j8 


:lohnston 
Kehobotb^Man^ 
Scituate 
Cumberland 
Coventry 
East-Greenwidi 
^orth-Kingston 
Warwick 
(Uchmond 
Burritlville 
Foster 

Rtfbobotb,  Mass. 
North  church 
Glouceatcr 
Swansea,  Mast. 
Otsegoi  N*  Y« 


\ 


tuML 


1639 


1780 

ITS* 
17B8 
1788 
1781 

»794 

1761 
1003 

1805 


1805 

1805 
1806 
1805 
1807 
1808 
1809 

1806 

i8ti 
i8ts 
1818 
1813 


Stephen  Gano^  a.  m*   John  Pitmaa»  a*  u* 
supplies  at   Scekonk,  Asa  Mesaer,  d.  o. 
iL.  o.   President  of  Brown    Univeisity, 
'    Nkheids  Branchy  HerbiH  MarskaH   Stu- 
dent ii>  the  Univaitity. 
Jhubael  Love],  supply 
oel  Brijrgs.  a.m. 

Cummins^  a.m.  supply 


1-771 

173a 

1743 
1710 

1725 
>774 
«79o 
1766 

1789 
1778 


Thomas  Conant 

William  Batchelder 

— ~  Batchelderrjob  Bordeo 


John  B.  Gibion 

Ca/e6  Mason 

Amasa  Smith,  Lather  Goddard 


£benezer  Briggt 

Joseph  Cornell,  lately  rcmov- 


«c 


I? 
4« 


ed  to  Ncw-Tork,   MlijaA  F.  WUky,  Sm 

dent  in  the  University,  supply 
David  Benedict,   a.  m.  JnuUAan  StulA  > 

Geor/ie  H.  Hough  5 

Samuel  Glover,  a.  m» 
John  Butler 
David  Curtis,  a.  m. 
Thomas  Marshail 
Jason  Livermore 


Otii  Cooper 
Beta  Jacobs 

Joseph  Torrey^jwn 
William  Bcntley 

Ministers  41  Total 

Stephen  Gano,  Moderator, 
David  Benedict,  Cleri. 
Geo.  H.  Hoogh,  ifssrV/.  C/*4. 

Yearly  Meeting 

/«  tJke  Andent  Order  of  the  Six  Prindpies  0/ 

Ue  Docirme  of  Christ.    Hcb.  vi.  1,  «, 

Held  at  Warwick,  Sept.  10,  1813. 

Elisha.Spraguc 
Preserved  Paarce 
Richard  Knight 

Thomas  Manchester 

Thomas  Manchester 

John  Gardner 

Samuel  Littlcfield 

Joseph  James 

Noah  Millard 

John  Williams,.  John  Wescott 


Philip  Slade 


37 


t 

18)5 
II* 

ir 


47 
tft 

«37 
33 
4* 

to 


Tdfk  0f  Aii^rimkm  ^md  CtmrAeu 


^^^* 


CAurcJUu 

Amitcnfanit  N  Y. 
^aryter,  N.Yl 

Churches  17 


f  si  Korth-Stonbgton 

sd  Nonh«StoniDgum 

Groton 

Saybrook 

£xcter,  R.  I. 

Wesi-Greenwicht  R.  I. 

sst  Colchester 

Hicfamond,  R.  L 

sd  Colchester 

Hampton 

Montville 

Chatham  &  Haddam 

Watirrford 

Sjast-Haddam 

Plaiaficld 

Soaib^KiogstOQ,  R.I. 

StoningtOD-borough 

New«Loiidoo 

Lebanon 

Mansfield 

«d  Sa>  brook 

Sd  Colchester 

Ghurcho  sa 


LyBM 
Groton 

Nonh-KiqgsioQ,  R.  I. 
East-Greenwich,  R.  I. 
1st  Rekoboth,  Mass. 
jst  Westerly 
sd  Westerly 
jd  WcsterJy 
Preston  &  Canterhnry 
sd  Rehoboth 
Norwich 
cdLyme 

Chsrches  is 


imtti. 


Minhtersn 


1 


743 

760 

780 

749 
774 

784 

776 

786 
778 

790 
79; 
778 

767 

^^ 
8co 


'Ministers  is  Total 

Thomas  Manchester,  Moderator. 
Hichard  Knight,  Clerk* 

m 

"Connecticut. 

Stonimgton  Association.    i77i. 

Held  at  Groton,  Oct.  so,  tSis.    Sermon  by 
Joseph  Cornel. 

Peleg  Randal 

Simon  Brown,  Jeded.  Randal^'  Asber  Miner 

John  Gano  Wighlman 

Eliphalet  Lester,  Willam  ^itt^ 

Gershom  Palmer 

William  Palmer 
Phineas  Palmer 


49 
57 


1765 
178ft 

«753 

1750 
1770 

17% 
176s 
t8oo 
181s 


Reuben  Palmer 

Solomon  Wheat 

Zadock  Darrow,  Francis  Barrow 

Simeon  Dickenson 

Nathaniel  Cole 

Enoch  Sieadman 

£11  ha  Cheesbrough 

Samuel  West 

Nehemiah  Dodge 

Jonathan  Goodwin    / 

Oliver  Wilson,  John  Waterhonse 

3(1  Inisters  as  Total 

Samuel  West,  Moderator. 
Nahemiah  Dodge,  Qerk* 

GrOTOnUnION  CONFESSNCE.   I783. 

Held  at  Groton,  June  S4,  iSis.    Sermon 

by  William  Northup, 
Asa  Wilcox 

Silas  Burrows,  Roswcll  BnxrowS|  Jos.  UtW 
William. Nonhup 
Stephen  Allen 


Jesse  Babcock 

Amos  Reed 

Samuol  Northap,  deceased 

John  Stetry 

Matthew  Bolles 

Ministers  8  Total 

William  Nortfaop,  Moderator. 
Roswell  Borrows,  Clerks 


181 

879 

9« 

75 


•ISO 

b5s 

97 
4* 

78 
110 


1819 


jot  Tabk  ^An9$kdkm  ^  Cburdku 


«775 

•739 

1789 

'75« 

\^ 

1780 

:^ 

1794 
1789 

«79S 

«794 
179c; 

»795 

1793 
1787 

«75' 
1811 


Isaac  Fuller 

Oaotel  Wildmaii 
Rufuf  Babcock 


Dakbvry  Associatiok.    1790. 

« 

Held  at  Wallindotd,  Oct.  7»  181a.    Sennoo 
by  Riiftti  Babcock. 
Soflfirld  1773  Aiabel  Morae 

Meriden  Samuel  Millcf 

Sootbinf^toQ  and  > 
Farmitttioa      > 
Lttchfield 
Sfra'ficld 
Roxbury 
Waricn 

Wolcott  and  Brittol 
Cotebrook 
td  SaiMiiifield,  Ma»« 
td  I>«vcr,  N.  Y- 
EaitHartibfd 
Canton 
Kewtown 
Hartford 

stt  Middletoir* 

Winchcitcr 

Sharon  and  Cornwall 

Amcnia  Town,  N.  Y. 

Milton 

Berlin 

Kortb-ea«t  Toiyn,  N.  Y. 

Weibenfield 

Ifonli-Haven 

Churcbes  t^ 


9iseataw«f ,  N.  J. 
Scotch  Plains,  N.  J. 
KipK  Street,  Con. 
Oyaterday 
liMrrisrown,  N.  J. 
itt  New  York 

Mount  Bethel,  N.  T. 
Lyon*s  Farms,  N.  J» 
Bethel,  K.  Y. 
Suten-Islaod 
KonhBeld,  N.J. 
Samptown,  K.  J. 
Middletown 
Newark,  N- J- 
Randolph,  N.  J. 
South  River,  N.  J« 
Ntw- Roche  lie 
Korth  Church,  N.  Y. 
Southold,  N.  J. 
Kewtown 
Cor^Ql 


1689 

1747 

174'' 
1748 

«75fi 
1766 

«7^7 
1769 

1770 
1786 

1786 
179a 
1798 
1801 

l8o2 
1805 
1R07 
1809 
1809 

1810 


Eliada  Blakealey 
fared  Mills 
!  ohn  Sherman 
Eiiiha  Cuihman 
George  Pbippen,  a*  m. 

Hnekiah  West 
Calvin  Fhinio 

Enoch  Green 
Uaac  Alleiton 

Joshua  Bradley,  A.  M.9  H.  Zmei,  2>.  Wngki 

Ministers  17  Total 

Asahel  Morte,  Modermtar, 
Joshua  Bradley,  Clerk, 
*  LaUfy  removed  to  Windsor^  Vu 

N£W-YoRK  Association.    1791. 

Held  at  the  City  of  New*York,  May  19, 
1819.    Sermon  by  Jacob  F.  Randolph. 

Jamca  M'L4raghlan,  JaecS  SaiUm 

Thomas  Brown  , 

Nathaniel  Finch 

Manna^ke  Earle,  A.  ff • 

Samuel  Trott 

WiHiam  Parkinson,  A.  M.  Samuel  Carpenter, 

John  Seger,  Gecrie  Hadky 
John  Ellis 
James  Wilcox 
Daniel  Hall,  Awgustiue  EIMot 

Moset^warda 

J.  F.  Randolph, !(..  F.  Randoljdk 


Drake  Wilson,  JfiMies  FiaiUnm,jm* 
Cornelius  P.  Wyckoif 

G.  W.  Griffiths 


IIQ 


aft 
57 


31 
16 

851 

S 
106 

8a 
1718 


f45 
€t 

lOf 

484 
97 

n 

«4 

49 

40 

% 

9r 


TMU  4fJsHmatittf4mi  Chvrdnti 


JeffcnoD  Vilht^  ^  J* 
Abynioiao 
Kiagari,  U.  C« 
Hudaoa 
By  rem 
MaaonMcat 
xtt  Frankford,  N.  J. 
ChiircbcaaS 


Warwiek 

1st  Wantage,  N.  J. 

Newburg 

Ckiotontown 

Stamford,  Con. 

Crois  River 

flcdford 

Brookfield 

Deer  Park 

Pletiam  Valley 

Middletown 

sd  Waotagc  N.J. 

Pe^kiU 

Marbletown 

York  Town 

Newfeondlaiid 

Nevenifik 

Latin  Town 

Tbompion  Town 

Hamburgh 

Choithesso 


9d  Fishkill 
Carmel 
Wilton,  Con. 
Frederickstown 
Kortb  Church  in  > 
Stamford,  Cob*  I 
lit  Fiihkill 
1st  Danbttry,  Con. 
td  Danbury,  Con. 
Nortb-Sairm 
Patterson  &  Southeast 

Churches  lo 


1810 
iSoo 

tSoi 

iSio 
1810 
1812 
i8ig 


Gtld^ialeevc 
acob  Bishop 
Ikanah  Hblmci 

Hervcy  Jenks,  a. 

Ebenezer  Jane 


Ministers  96  Total 

Jacob  F.  Randolph^  Moderator, 
Roswell  Graves,  C/rr4. 

Warwick  Association.    1791. 

Held  at  Bedford,  June  2,  1813.    Sermon  by 

Lebbeus  X^throp. 
Lebbeos  Lathrop 
Silas  Southwofta 

John  Dodge 

£benea(er  f  trris,  Fiederipk  Smith 

£zm  Fountain 
Henry  Ball 
Benjamin  MoDtuure 
Levi  Hall        ^ 

John  Wintermote 

H.  Charlock,  Daniel  Stem 

Reuben  OairetsoQ 
Thomas  Teasdale 

Aaron  Perkins 
Luke  Davies 


18 

73 

«9 

12 
12 

>95« 


1772 

1780 

1785 
1790 


««7 
104 

ao 

40 
12 

107 
107 

126 


umiteis  16  Toul 

Lebbeus  Lathrop,  Moderaiof* 
Ezra  Fountain,  uerk.  ^ 

Union  Association.    1809* 
Held  u  Danbnnrv  Sept.  7, 181 1.    Sermon  by 

EbeneserColc 
Levi  Dikeman 
Simeon  Barrett 

Henry  Hdt 

Jonathan  Sturdivant 
Nathaniel  Balkly 

JobFoss 
Enoch  Ferria 

Ministers  7  Total 

Enoch  Ferrii,  Mod&aiar. 
Job  Fbss,  Oerk.  \ 


"3 
«5 

89 

34 
20 


•5 

207 

«4« 

45 
761 


s» 


fkile  ^JiiMMlmf  mid  Ckwdmi 


QwtUu 


I 


Renntlaennllc  &  Bern 
itt  RenMclacrrille 
«d  ReooelaerviUe 
an  CoesroMos 
Broome 
Bern 
Piiaoetbof|h  «id 

Fioritk 
Darhera 
Windham 
Charlcctown 
Worcciter,  N.  Y. 
'Renneltervillfi  uid 

CoqrmaBi 
Caifo 
Caukitl 
leffenoB 
lUeabctm 

Chwchei  16 


{ 


Bfotdalbni 

B«nfttowa-Spi 

Bottfkill 

lit  Fort  Am 

vdFort  Ann 

Florida 

rti  Galwaf 

•d  Galwar 

ttt  Greenfield 

td  Greenfield 

y)  Greenfield 

Hartford 

Hai  tford  &  Kb«sbory 

Hadlej 

KingftDury 


UihoB 
Moreau 

Nertiiampfon  and  ? 
E^nbarfk         > 
Pirovidrnce 
Fnrlet,  Vu 
Itt  Saratoga 
•4  Saratoga 

ChnichM  §3 


1706 

1788 

1798 
1800 
1800 

«793 

i8i« 


1 


178s 

»79o 

1788 

1789 
<793 


1790 
1790 
1790 

1793 


RlNtSXLAEIlTII.I.X      AsfOCIATtOW, 

1796.— -Held  at  Coeyiiioiii»  Oct.  if,  181s, 

Sermon  bgr  Orlando  Mack* 

Epbraim  Crocker 

James  Mackay,  John  Winans 

JosUh  Saker 

William  Stewart,  EbenoEer  Wyckoa 

Levi  Strccter 

Nehemiah  U.  Ripley 

Reobes  Ma4ge 

Hermon  Hervejr 
Hesekiah  Pettk 
Elijah  Herriak 

Adam  Clark 
Joseph  Arnold 

Jamei  Mead 

Orlando  Mack 

Ministers  16  Total 

Elijah  Herrick,  Hoderaiar* 
John  M.  Peck,  Clerk. 

Sa&atooa  Association*    1805. 

Held  at  Kingsbury,  June  30,  i8ig,    Sermeo 
Sy  Samuel  Rod^rs* 

Elias  Lee ' 
Edward  Barber 

Sylvanas  Hawley 

Samael  Rodgea 

John  Lewis 

Amam  Brown 
Calvin  H.  Swvn 

Ebencttr  Honington 


Aaroo 

Jonathan  Fiaeh 
Isasc  Beals 
Azariah  Hanks 
E.  P.  Langworthy 

Ministers  13 


Total 


Mdwcll&Thafmia 


Isaac  Beals,  Modiratcfr. 
£li  Smith,  Qerk. 

Lake  George  Association.    1809. 

Held  at  Bolton,  Sept^,  i8ifl.    Semum  by 
Jantci  Wteiehnd. 

I>viiclM<9rhfe 


«43 

34 


77 


7* 
39 


76 


276 
131 


5« 

IBS 

€6 

43 

M 
438 

1^ 
109 
Its 

*^ 
89 

17 
187 

84 

104 


^ty 


TMttfAumt^m  mti  Clmrti^. 


SIX 


Cbureka, 

Olirftlev 
iftt  Scarcxm 
ad  Scaroon 
Tobntburgh 
Xinyontown 

Ckirchet^ 


SlizatiitbtowB 
Nortb»weit  Bay 

Feru 
PUtttbufKl^ 


Chiircliei5 


Madrid 
HopUotoff 
Gouveitieur 
SiockEoIm 

Ghurchet  4 


tfemnaA 

m  JRjitland 

Champion 

Brownville 

Adams 

Hcnderaon 

td  Ratlaod 

WatertowQ 

SHuburgh 


mBurliagtoii 

tA  Burlingcoiv 
id  Borlingtoa 
Bdmiiton 
V.  Burlingtoa 
1st  Batterauti 
sd  Biiti«riMiii 
Bengal 
BRMttfielt 


tmtmi. 


1796 

1807 
1798 

»794 


180a 

i8o8r 

1811 
1811 


t8b8 
180A 
1805 
1803 
i8o« 
1806 
1808 
1809 
1807 


mnttHfim 


JehkWm 
Jma  Wkkcieai 


Mloitten  8  Total 

Essex  AssociATieif.     i8os. 

Held  tt  North*west  Bay,  Oct.  ffi,  i8iflu  Ser- 
mon by  Daoitl  HaKaU. 
Daniel  Hascall 
Pa^ktr  Reynolds 


<794 
»794 
'794 

«797 
»793 

1808 


JMinisten  %  Total 

Isaac  Sawyer,  Moderator. 
Parker  Reynolds,  CUrk. 

St.  Lawiience  Association.  181s. 

Held  at  Stockbolm,  Jan.  ie,  181  a*    Sennon 
by  Jonathan  Fune, 


Jonathan  Fatne 

Minister  1  Total 

£1isha  Starkweatber,  !IMerai9r. 
Daniel  Hascall,  Clerk. 

Black  River  Aisociation.    i8»8. 

Held  at  £llisburah,  Oct  2,  181 1.    Sei:inon 
by  EUsba  Morgan* 

Feleg  Card 
Solomon  Johnson 


Amos  Lampoon 
Emery  Osgood 
Martin  E.  (jooAt 
Amoft  Gilly  Elisha  Moigia 


Miiiittefs6 


Total 


cmitt. 

s8 
i8 

3^« 


• 


£mcry  Osgood,  Nbderater. 
Martin  £.  Cooke,  Cierk, 

Otsbco  AssocIATI0^7•    1795 
Held  at  Brookfield,  Sept.  4,  181 1.    Sermon 


by  Abel  Pikner. 


Squire  Abbot 
Stephen  Taylor 


Pfehemiah  Lamb 


^799 1  Simeon  Browa 


t6» 


3* 
10 


4*1 


I 


7« 
9» 


ill 


TMe  rf  AMmki6m  md  Ckmrth§t. 


Ckatkun 

1st  Exeter 

ftd  Exccer 

Ftoyd 

Dcerfield 

GciiBiD  Flattff 

J  St  Herkimer 

%\  Hcrrkxmer 

Litchfield 

Kcw  Berlin 

td  Nofwich 

;itt  Newport 

Otseeo 

Bd  Newport 

L»urens 

North  Parii 

Schuyler 

Satitbury 

Steuben 

Sangei  field 

Stratford 

Whiicstown 

Warren 

Western 

Richfield 


Churches  34 


Hartwick 

New- Lisbon 

Roxbury 

Franklin 

Oxford 

Middle6rld 

Harpersfield 

DclU 

Maryland 

Jih  Dutternuti 

Colchester 

Milford 

Meredith 

Masonville 

Cheziango  and  Windsor 

Coventry 

Chuiches  16 


^kfietd 
Vbreoovia 
Columbttf 
Obciooatus 


atimKi€f%* 


Abel 


1801 
1801 
180s 

[805 
1797 
1794  Simeon  Camp 

'799 

1793  :£beiie»er  Viaiflig 


Calvin  Hulbert 


Caleb  Todd 


«795 


Caleb  Douglaf 


Miniiters  10.  Total 

£benezer  Viniqg,  Moderciw^ 
Nehemtah  Lamb»  Ckrk. 

FXANKLIN   AsaoClATIOM.      iSll. 

Hcldat New-Lisbon,  June  17,  iSta.  Sermon 
by  Warner  Lake. 

John 


William  Warren 
Daniel  Robertson 

Benjamin  Sawea 
Warner  Lake 


1807  Samuel  Wakf  field 

Richard  Wolsey 
1807  £c^i»ttttd  Richmond 

Orange  Spencer 

Levi  Hoioomb 

Ministers  to  Total 

Warner  Lake,  Moderator. 
James  M*Collnm,  CUrk. 

Madison  Association.     i8o8« 

Held  at  Homer,  Sept.  8,  1813.    Sermon  by 
Daniel  Hascall. 

Nathaniel  Manh 

John  Peck,  James  Wheeler,  Jaxtib  Crapuy 


t8oi 
1806 
1811 


«oi 

i 

.is 

S4 
4« 

^ 

44 

5« 
81 

34 
84 
87 
99 

4» 
114 

j 


Timothy  Shepherd 


01 

84 
163 

.1 

3» 
39 
89 
59 
41 
«7 

as 

ji 
1153 


«4 
191 


Tatk  rfAi$ocUHhiU  ind  Ctmnkm. 


il^ 


eknrktu 

BeRuyter 

Eaton 

Fabiot 

German 

Homer 

Hamilton 

Lytic 

Lenox 

Madison 

Manfiufl 

1st  Nelson 

td  Nelson 

Norwich 

rompey  and  Manlius 

Pompey 

Pompey  and  Falnut 

Peterborough 

Phanalia 

Preston 

Sherburne 

Smitbfield 

Solon 

ast  Traxton 

ftd  Truxton 

Virgil 

Wesfmarehnd 

South  F^is 

Churchci  31 


Aarelius 

Alfred 

Avon 

Bristol 

Benton 

Brutus 

td  Beoton 

Boyle 

ftd  Boyle 

Canandaigoa 

Caledonia 

Cato 

Dry  den 

Farmington 

lit  Gorhara 

cd  Gorham 

fid  Oenoa 

Junins 

Lirn^ 

Locke 

Lyons 

Mentz 

Mpcelluf 

Afiddlesex 

1st  Ovid 

tdOvid 

Onondaga 

VOL.  S^ 


iMfatf. 


1 

»8o 

180 

1796 

1803 
1811 

»797 

1806 
i8jo 
1797 

\1& 

1818 
tSto 
1810 
i8i2 

1802 
1801 

1808 

1807 

1807 

1804 


1795 
1809 

1800 

1805 

1809 


180& 

i8to 

1810 
1805 

1806 
1809 
1804 
1807 
1800 
1806 
1808 

1805 
1806 
1801 
1804 

1803 
i8o4 


Ministers* 

fhubm  Betttiki 

Joseph  Coley,  Benjamin  Pierce 

John  Upibid,  Peter  P.  Rooti|  a.m. 

John  Lawton 

Alfred  Beimet 

Daniel  Hascall 

Asabel  Holcomb 

John  R.  Sexver 

Gcrsiiom  Breed,  AUtn  Breed 


Jona.  Ferris,  Elisha  Kvxnom^Philamder  KeUty 
Nathan  Baker 

Frederick  Freeman 
Roswell  Beckwith 


Reuben  Tinney 
Nathaniel  L.  Mora 
NniAwPeU 

Perkins 


Rufus  Freeman 
Powell 


Hexekiah  Eastman 

Ministers  te  Total 

John  Peckf  Moderator. 
Ebcnezer  Wakeley,  Oerk. 


Cayuga  Associatiok. 

Held  at  Palmyn,  Sepi.  30,  i8ifi. 
by  Minor  Thomas. 


180U 
Sermon 


David  Irish 

William  Furman 
Solomon  Goodale 

Israel  Craw 

Daniel  Browlf 

Thomas  Tnttk 

Daniel  Palmer 

Anson  Sha 

Nehemiah  Lamb 


Samuel  Messenger 
Thomas  Gorton 
Benjamin  Whipple 
Daniel  IrOns 
John  JeiTeriet 
Elias  Harman 
JohnGoiF 

Minor  Thomv 


130 
8« 

fl 

115 

^^ 

37 

3» 
10 

<! 

8s 

81 

-as 

flgiy 


4«5 

St 

160 
40 

5» 
»7 
3t 
«o 

38 


t 


88 

67 

89 

54 
44 

182 

toi 

'S 

aoy 

75 


d(14 


TabU  rfAssodati^m  Mnd  Cbwrcbefw 


Ckmrckeu 

Owiico 

tH  Ooondaga 

Palmyra 

Prnfield 

Phelm 

Reading 

Semproniut 

8ctpK>i  united 

i%f  Sapio 

Wayne 

iti  WilliamfOA 

tH  VVtlliamMn 

Mcodoa 


Chorchet  40 


itt  A*tict 
She  i  den 
Hamburg 
Willink 
P'unfrct 
ftil  Warsaw 
Chauuuqae 
fed  Pom<^ret 
fid  Attica 
|d  Wariaw 

Churches  lo 


Bollowell 

Crambe 

Thurlow  and  Sidney 

Markham 

Whitby 

RawdoB 


Churches  1 1 


Gohaosey 
Ca^  May 
lit  Hopewell 
Hichtttown 
Salem 


tmrsd. 

1796 

1800 
1804 

1807 
1807 

>7Q5 
1804 
1804 
1808 


Hfytisten, 

£lkanah  Camitock 

reremiah  Irons 

loscph  Case 

Jehiel  Wisner,  Williaot  Roe 

Robert  Niles 
David  Rathbua 
Aia  Tamer 
£phiaiin  Sanfofd 


Ministers  26  Total 

Minor  Thomas,  Modgraiar, 
Solomon  Goodak,  0!rr4. 

Holland  Purchase  Cokferknce. 
i8ii.— HeldatSheldcB,  Oct.  s-i,  t8i2. 


tSoR 
1808 
i8tf 
1810 
1808 
1810 
1808 
1812 


Joy  Handy 


Case  . 

Miulitcrs  V 


Total 


Vpper'Camida* 

Thurlow  Association.    1^04. 

Held  at  Markham,  U.  C.  Ocu  7^   1808 

Joseph  W»nn 

Reuben  Crandell,  I^aac  Ommin^ 

Elijah  Bentlcy 

Asa  Turner 

No  late  Minutes  of  this  Association  have  been 
received.  According  to  Elder  Turner's  ac- 
count, in  1811,  It  stood  as  follows : 

>  Ministers  S  Total 


» 


44 

si 

«44 

1; 

47 

It 


'J 

44 

;i 

«s 

9S 


5^ 

lol 

«4 

io» 


100f» 


I 


NeW'Jersey. 

New-Jersey   Association.      tSit. 

Held  at  Momt-Holley,  Septembw  fti,  1813 
Sermon  by  Peter  Wilson. 

1690  Henry  Smalley,  a.m. 

lytfiijenkin  David 

1715'JohnBoggs 

1745  Peter  Wtlson,  A.  M. 

^7&5  Joseph  Sheppard,   a.  m.    Jokn  P.   Cooper^ 

Daniel  Skeppard  .    .;y« 

I754,lsjuc  Carlile^  aen/amn  Hcdger  I  1  j$ 


fiog 
*9* 


HiUe  ifAssociathm  and  Cbwriit* 


Mairahawkia 

Jacob*!  Town 

W\tnwell 

Buriiogton 

Mouot-Hollv' 

•d  Hopewell 

£ve4hani 

Trenton  &  Lamberton 

Pitts^ove 

Fort  Eiixabcth 

Divrding  Creek 

Wesi-Creck 

Tuckahoe 

K'^tMoeham 

Vpper  Freehold 

Cburthcf  21 


1770 
1798 

iBot 
1801 
1803 

i8oj 
1805 

177« 
1810 

1761 
179« 

177» 
1812! 


C.  BaitoletM 
Burgitt  Allison,  j>.  ». 


Alexander  M*CowaB 
WilU^in  ikttwcU 


T.  Brooks 
IVil/iam  fVorUy 


I 


17661  John  Cooper 

I  Mtnitten  16 


JiS 


i 


Total 


l«owcr  Dttblm 

Middietown 
Great  Vallef 
Brandy  wine 
M<^nrgomer]r 
XH  Philadelphia 

Southampton 

Nrw  Briuia 

Vincent 

Hi  I  i  town 

Murcus  Hook 

Ruxbury 

Shcmokin 

Dover 

2d  Philadelphia 

filockley 
Squan 
Fiankford 
Merion 

Sd  Philadelphia 
1st  African  church 
Hephzibah 
Lower  Provideoce 
Sansom  Street,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Churches  fi  I 


i 


Chemung,  N.  ¥•• 
Tawanda 


Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia  Association.  1707.' 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  Oct.  5,  1813.     Ser- 
mon by  Joif  ph  Mat  bias. 

1689  Samuel  Jones,  o.  D.  Alexander  JDcDnisoD' 

Ddvid  Batcman,  JoAn  Booier 
1688  'Benjamin  Bennet 
171 1  Diavid  Jones,  A.itf. 
1713  Charles  Mooro 
17>9  Silas  Hough 
1698  Henry  Holconihe,  o.  D   Wra.  Rqgers,9.-D. 

i     Danrrt  (am^s,  Btnjamin  C$ia 
1746  Thomas  B.  Montanye 
>754' 
1771 1 

178*  Thomai  Mathiaa 
1789 

^789  Thomas  Flecson 
J.  WooivcrtoD 


1803  Wra.  White,  a.m.  J.Hewson.  R.Protidroot, 
Isaiah  Stratum,  Geg,  PaiterMtt,  J.  GarA 
Daniel  J.  Swinacy 


1 1807 

|J^o9 
1809 


1811 


1799 1 


David  Jones 

Horatio  G  Jones,  a.m. 

John  P.  Pcckwoiib,  JoAn  Ccxe 

John  King 

William  Stoughton,  d.  d.  Thomas  Billings, 
James  Patterson,  Jcmcs  Tomlins 

Ministers  ,^£  Total 

Silas  Hough,  AfcderaisTm 
H.  G  Jones,  C/cf^. 

Chemung  Association.    1796. 

Held  at  Elmyra,  Oct,  7,  1812.    Sermon  by 
Thomas  Smiley. 

Roswell  Goff 


t7» 

'Si 


3^ 

41 
33 
39 
isi 
61 
81 


25 


4« 


Mr  was  supposed  this  town  was  in  Pennsylvaaia^  or  else  the  Aifoeitaoa  woi^ 
l«re  bwen  put  under  ihc  ht^d  of  Kcw*Yoi!;. 


Slf 


Table  rfJssdmU$ns  audebw^b^ 


Qmrches. 


Owego,N  Y. 
Bath,  N.  Y. 

•Elmyra,  N.  Y. 
Owrf^  Creek,  N.  Y. 
White  Deer 
BurlioKtoci 
Spencer,  N.Y* 
AIha 

Hector,  N.  Y. 
SmithfieU 

Churchet  is 


17q6 

1798 
1807 
18©? 
]8o8 
1809 


hUmsitn* 


Amos  £g1estODe,  Thmat  Siruitt 


Jasper  Taylor 
Thomas  Smiley 
£li&ha  Rich 
iRTo  I  Phinehas  Spaulding 
i8to  I  ^i(nc<ra  Powers 


1810 
1810 


Pdmyra 
Moant  Pleannt 
Abingtoa 

Charcbcs  3 


1807 


James  Reynolds 

Ministcrf9  ,    Told 

Roswell  Goff,  Mtfderaitr. 
Thomas  Smiley,  Qtrk. 

Abington  Association.    1807. 
Held  at  Palmyra,  August  s8, 181 1. 

William  Purdy 

Elijah  Peck 

John  Miller,  Samuel  Sturdavant 

Minisufs  4  ^otMi 

RsD  Stome  AssociATiOK.    1776. 

Held  at  Indian  Creek,  Sept.  J,  1809.    Ser. 

mon  by  Maibia^  Lucc% 


Uniontown  >77o 
Whiicly  Creek 

Geoigc's  Creek  »79o 

Turkey  Foot  »775 

Forks  of  Cheat,  Vi.  I777 

Peter's  Creek  »77S 

L.  Redstone  ^ 

Indian  Creek  ^7^3 

HfadofWhitely 
Monoogahela  Mouth  /    j-q, 

of  Maple  Creek       J     '^ 
Forks  of  Yougb  1789 

Big  Redstone 
CoanelUville 
Ten  Mile 
Horse-shoe  bottom 
Mononsabela  Gladei 
Sandy  Creek 
plumb  Run 
Merrit's  Town 
King's  Creek 
G«)rge's  Hills 
Dunkard  Creek 
Big  Beaver 
Beu^ah 

Cross  Creek,  Va. 
Head  of  Short  Cresk 
Pigeon  Creek 
Short  Creek,  Va. 
Bates'  Fork  of  Ten-mile 
FVench  Creek 
'iylade  Run 

^ks  of  Will's  I 
Cieek,  Ohio     $ 

Ut  Run,  Ohio 
Churchea  33 


1773 

1785 
1798 


179: 
1801 


IE 


Benjamin  Stone 

Nathamcl  Skinner 

David  Phillips 

John  Patterson,  William  SiM 
Amos  Mix 

Henry  Spears 

James  Frey 
James  £step 
Mathias  Luce 
Charles  B.  Smitb 

William  Brownfield 
Daniel  Lovet 


D.  Kimpton  ,♦  T.  Bivii,  fV.  WUUam^  JJaus 
John  Prichard 
Enoch  Martin 


75 
2 


Enoch  Martia 


Ministers  sa  ,^„    Tottl 

t  Rcmevid  to  tie  SiaU  of  0km. 


467 


176 


57 
H 

«9 


18 
6t 

8« 
lit 

Si 

n 

So 

«4 

i9 

&9 
8^ 

6fl 

i7 
sa 

18 

39 

»3«S 


Delawarip 

Gisrclefi  \cmid-  MmsUn. 

Delaware  Association. 

Held  at  Welsh-Tract,  Jane  6,  i8ii.  Sermon 

by  Darnel  D«dge« 
Gideon  Ferrel 

Jamei  Jones 
Danid  Dodge 
Jethro  Joiin^n 

Ministen  \  Total 

Gideon  Fe nallt  Modtrtiur* 
Joieph  Miks.  CUrk. 

Maryland. 

Baltimore  Associatiosu    1991. 

Held  at  Sater**  ineetiiM;-hoi]se,  Tnlyfi,  i8i^< 
Sermon  Vy  Jobo  Welch* 

Lewis  Richardf 
John  Welch 


#19 


Welsh  Tract 
Cow  Marsh 
Brynzion 
Wilininttoa 
London  Tract 
Mispillion 

Churches  6 


1701 
1781 
1784 

1785 
1780 

«783 


19» 
81 
85 

IS 


I&rford 

Ut  Baltimore 

Fredcricktown 

Taney  Town 

Toskarora  Valley,  Pa. 

Old  Seneca 

Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Hammond's  Branch 

Sideling  HilU  Pa. 

Pleasant  Valley 

1st  Washington  city 

ConoHoway*  Pa« 

Gunpowder 

Satcrs 

Upper  Seneca. 

9d  oaltimore 

retacnco 

9d  Washington  city 

Churches  18 


Salisbnry 
Nassiongo 
Newtown 
Matiponi 
Indian'Town 
Head  of  the  Sound 
Little  Creek 
Broad  Creek 
Bethel 

Fowling  Creek 
Fishing  Creek 
Joneses  Mills 
Barren  Creek 
Strait^  Hundred 

Churches  14 


«754 

«785 

1773 
1792 

1792 
1773 

1793 
1789 

i8ot 

1808 

\^ 

1806 
1805 

»797 
1810 


1780 


«73o 


1780 

1781 
1791 


William  Witsoo 
Thomas  Runyan 
GaMel  Mmru 
Obadiah  B.  Brown 
John  Cook 
Benjamin  Green 
G:eorge  Grice 

John  HeaJey 
Edward  Choa(t 

Ministen  tt 


Total 
ohn  Henley,  Moderaior* 
aim  Welch,  Otrk. 


Salisbury  Association.    1789. 

Held  at  Broad  Creek,  Oct.  87, 1811.    Scr 
moo  by  Daniel  Hancock. 

Robert  Lemmon 


let 

M7 

1$ 

49 
It 

32 

8« 
81 
31 
51 


83 

St 

«9 

«7 


• 


Caldwell  WiiMNT 
Isaac  Fisher 

Stephens  Woolford 
Stephens  Woolford 
Ciddwell  Wbspr 


Mtnismrt  4  Totnl  \  1$ 

Stephens  Wnolfitad.  Moierftor. 
John  Magnirai  jr»  Ckri, 


6$ 
63 

11 

3t 
tt 


Jl« 


Table  ef  Aumatlons  Mnd  CbvrsbsJi 

Virginia* 


CinnAm, 


Ketockto* 
Mill  Creek 
Krmi  Run^ 
Chapawamtic 
Watei  Lick 
Bicnk  TowB 
Tkumb  Rua 
Back  Lick 
Buck  Marsh 
Hrdfcmao's  River 
Occa]aan 
Korth-Rnrer 
Kew-Vallcy 

Happf  Creek 
Fry iog  Pan 
Crooked  Rub 
(sooie  Creek 
LiiUe  Rivrr 
Long  Branch 
Hartwood 
Kertk  Fork 


Alexaiidrki 

Leesburg 

PMtcrton  Creek 

Beihcl 

South  RiTer 

KamamoT 

TimDer  Ridge 

Upper  Goose  Creek 

BigCacapeoo 

Salein 

Rock  Hill 

Gforc 

Becklehem 

Ckarchet|6 


I>o¥eT 
Coochland 
liopefttt 
Chickahominy 

iuogarT 

^ifjref  RiehBOftA 


Mimsieir$0 

Ketockton  AfisociATioiv.    17€6. 
Held  at  Thamb  Run,  Faufuier  Camty, 


William  Fristoe 
S.  O.  Hcndroo 


Henry  Toler 


75^ 
758 
7oe 
766 

787 

77« 
772 

776 
77 « 
79» 
774 

John  Manroe,  ?eter  Shenfr 

7f3.Benjaiiiin  Dawion 
Jeremiah  Moore 


Robert  Ladian 


78a 

803 

8«3 

8e8 

808 

77© 
91 


William 


«77| 

17^1 

1807 
1776 

'79« 
>78e 


John  Amoll 


Jonathu  Hatchlnies 


John  Soweii 


Miaitten  ift  Total 

John  Mimroe,  MaderaUr, 
Thomas  Buck,  Orni. 

No  bte  Mtnotet  of  the  remaining  Auoda* 
tioDs  in  this  Scare  have  been  received.  The 
following  statements  are  taken  from  Semple's 
History,  which  represcntt  the  churches  as  they 
stood  m  1809. 

The  usual  information  respectiiig  the  time 
of  Session,  the  preachers  of  the  Association 
setmons,  Moderators  and  Clerkt,  must  oeces- 
sariiy  be  dispensed  with. 

D0V£A   AS60C1AT10K.     lf%g. 

R.  Fr>rd 
R  Ford 
B  Bowlof 
B.  Reynold! 
J.CouriKy 


ft* 

36 

74 

<S4 

iftt 

134 
1^ 
11* 

105 

18 

4* 

34 

40 
104 


5* 


»7i 


180 

840 

I09 


TaUe  0fAsso€iatkm  gndCburcbis^ 


S19 


«A)ar  Swirap 

four  Mile 

Chirtes  Ci^ 

Black  Creek 

Jsma  Citj 

Wiliiamibaig 

GraftoB 

HamptOB 

Reeds 

Tuckaho 

Salem 

U.  ColIesQ 

L.  College 

Upper  KiDg  and  Queen 

Bruaington 

Exol 

Lower  Kiog  and  Queen 

Pocorone 

Upper  Essex 

Pitcataway 

Glebe  Landing 

HMrnitage 

Zoar 

Gloucester  or  Fetttworth 

Abingdon 

Mathews 

Hanover 

Nomony 

Jaroham 

Wicoaaoco 

Moiauco 

Churches  37 


Waller's 

Mine's  Road 

Craig's 

Paney  Braucb 

Massaponax 

Wilderness 

Guineas 

Fredericksbofg 

Zoar 

County  Line 

Bethel 

Burrus*s 

Williams's 

Licking  Hole 

Thomson's 

Roundabout 

Scariat's 

Little  River 

K.  Fork  Pamunkey 

Churches  19 


Votroway 
Powhatan 
Muddy  Creek 
9(iu9iari«r 


C«wiK. 


Mimium 


T.  Ltndsey 

1776  W.  Clop:o# 

1777  J.Turner 
»773| 

'79M 


,e 
Hurst 


J  Gayl 
R.  Hur 
J.  Self 
J.Sorfel 


1701 
1767 

17S 

1778 

'Z74 
1808 

1805 

1788 

tooo 

«773 

1776 

1770 
J  791 

«777 
«79« 
»774 


J  Mill 
T.  Noel 
R.  B.  Sempir 
I  Lewis 
W.Todd 
J.  Healey 

J.  Greenwood 
J.  Lewis 


R.  Stacf 
W.  Fitchct 
J.  Davis 
H.  Toler 

S.  StraugltB 
S.  Straognn 

Ministers  &|  Total 

Goshen  Akso«iATi#N.    1791. 

A.  Waller 
H.  Pendleton. 
£.  Abel 
H.  Goodloe 
A.  Waller 
E.Ely 
A.  Waller 
A.  Broaddttt 

A.  Waller 
A.  Broaddis 
A  Broaddus 
£.  Purringtoa 
L.  Page 
W.  Waller 
J.  Pnindexter 
H  Goodloe 
W.  Cook 

Mimsttrs  it  Total 

MfODLi  District  Associaton. 

1783* 


tmntu 
C48 

500 
493^ 


1769 
1771 

>774 

1778  U.  Forsee 


S.  Woodfin 


!5 

«50 
257 

147 

219 

«8t 

263 
256 

60 

2D1 
96S 


St 

130 

«75 
4i 
45 

loS 
205 
130 

2it6 

64 

J 

2jiO 


»5* 


»7* 


«dO 


Table  rfAssMOtiitu  and  Ctmrdks^ 


Tomahawk 
Spring  Creek 
Chetterficld 
Salem 

Cburcftes  8 


Catawba 

Boffiiloc 
Mayo 

Wyan'i  Creek 

tiuncisff  Creek 

MuiierSckl 

Childry 

Millttooe 

Arboar 

Polecat 

Miry  Creek 

Libertjr 

Baa  River 
itComer 
MoMiog  Ford 
Buffiiloe 
Srneca 
Mill  Chttfch 
Upper  Bannister 
County  Line 
Birch  Creek 
Union 
Bennett's 
Whitethorn 
Lower  Bannister 
Stinking  River 
Shoekoe 
Double  Creek 
Zion's  Hill 
Stewart's  Creek 

Charches  50 


Pongo 

Black  Water 

London  Bridge 

Norfolk 

Porttmouth 

Upper  Bridge 

Shooldrr's  Hill 

Wes'crn  Branch 

South  Quay 

Black  Creek 

Mehcrrin 

Tucker's  Swamp 

Sea  Cock 

Racoon  Swamp 

High  Hills  of  Nottoway 

Sappcny 

Mill  Swamp 

Otter  Dams 

Kowanty 

Oavcoport's 

Chwcbeiio 


«777 
1790 

«Z73 

iS 


«77J 
tSos 


773 
776 

774 
773 
775 
779 
783 
787 
785 

80s 
80a 
803 
78A 

004 
770 
773 

789 
790 

79« 
807 


76« 

I4 
804 

782 
785 

i 
788 

807 

787 

77« 
787 
773 
774 
79» 
775i 


Ministers* 


W.Floomoy 


£.  Clay 
T.  Lafon 


MiBisterf  5 


RoANO&s  Association* 

P.  Hurt 
C.  Hubbard 
R.  Picket 

T.  Dobsoo 
L.  Baker 
J.  Jenkins 
|.  Jcnkioa 

.  Atkinsoii 
, .  Atkinson 
C.  Lovelace 


Tout 
1788. 


C.  Lovelace 
C.  Hubbard 
R.Dabba 
B  Izzel 
N.  Lovetace 
£.  Dodson 
W.  Blair 


D.  Nowlen 
J.  Jenkins 
W.  Hopgood 
J.  Jenkins 
O.  DickersoD 
D.  Nowlen 

J«  A^amer 
W.Blair 

Ministers  17* 

Portsmouth  Association. 

J.  Lawrence 

W.Sorcy 

R.Rittcr 


D.Casey 

T.  Bunting 
T.  Bunting 
J.  Bowers 
W.  Browne 
W.Browne 
H.  Jones 
W.  Browne 
W.  Browne 
W.Chambleit 

W.  Browne 
B«  Boothe 


Ministen  !• 


Total 


1790 


«3«9 


6t, 


s2 
9t 
St 
«7 
84 

K 

So 
196 

•OS 
40 
47 


TmI 


<7 
S^ 

V7 

J 

as 

«9 

•93 

IS 
56 

u 

103 

34 
59 

flOi 

81 
8t7i 


TaUf  tfAssaclatiom  and  Chutcbeit^ 


Ckurcka. 


Albemarle 

Toticr 

Pnihft  Creek 

Hepbctbah 

Whiicftidoi 

Buffaloe 

Ebenezer 

Lilc's 

Fork 

Charches  9 


Bethel 

Th(Mipion*i  Gap 
Crooked  Run 
Mount  Poncy 
F.  T. 

Gourd  Vine 
Fiery  Run 
Brittle  Run 
Rappadas 
Roninson  Ru'er 
Blue  Run 
Carter's  Run 
Goose  Greek 
Mill  Creek 
Smith's  Creek 
Lost  River 
Lunic's  Creek 
Lynvil's  Creek 

Churches  18 


Lower  Falling 
£bene£cr 
New  Chapel 
Staunton  River 
Cubb  Creek 
Ath  Camp 
Rocks 
A^ipomattox 
Sai'or  Crcr  k 
fountain  Creek 
B«icktngbam 
Providence 
Wr<  ck  Island 
Union 
Slate  River 
Sabdy  Creek 

Churches  16 


Sandy  Creek 
Allcu'i  Creek 
Blue  Scone 
Maioanr't  or  Geneto 

VOL.  2. 


1767 

J  775 
1784 
i8o2 

1788 
1773 

1798 

1774 


MiniiUrs, 

» 

ALBBlkARLE  ASSOCIATION.      \f^» 

?.  W^tts 
M.  Dawson 
M.  Daws<«n 
M   Oswson 
B  Burgher 
f.  Young 
W.  Duncan 
W.  Basket 
G.  Anderson 

Ministers  7  Total 

CULPEPPBR  ASSQ0IATI«K.     1791. 

W.  Mason 
W.  Fristoe 

W.  Mason 

W.  MasoQ ' 


W.  Mason 
R.  Jones 

J.  Koones 
J.  Koonet 
A.  Moffct 
J.  Koones 


wumsr 


J.  Koones 


Ministen  5 


Total 


t79« 


Appomattox  Association.    1804. 

J.  Wratherfor^ 

Ed.  Johns 

Ed.  Johns 

R.  Dobbs 

B.Todd 


P.  Matthews 
J.  Saunders 
A.Waikin 
A.  Miller 
R.  Cbastain 


i%4 

1771 
1803 

I7'»2 

«773 
1781 

1788 

1771 

«774l 

«78jiW.  FIo^i^eTS 

1786  J.  L.  Abraham 

I.  Garret 

j.  Scurry 

Mintftcrs  13 
The  number  of  five  churches  is  not  put  down. 
According  to  Scmple^  the  sum  total  of  the  As- 
sociation in  1809,  was 


t 
1805 


178: 
1791 
1772 
177^ 


Mbhxrrin  Association.    1801. 

W.  Richaids 
R.DabHs 
W.  Richards 
W.  Crcaih 

66 


7« 
leo 

190 

106 

120 

80 

«44 
-15? 
»o37 


6« 


t 


11 

«47 

ICO 

75 

V, 

««4 

41 
too 

68 

60 

SI 

It 


i3d8 


6i 


78 

800 

s8» 

596 
50 

110 

so* 


2tl| 


115 

49 


523 


Tabk  tf  Associations  and  Cburcbes. 


Wtlfon;t 
Mehcrrin 
Rccdy  Creek 
Cedar  Creek 
ToHekiah 
Flat  Rock 
CatBaaki 
Harper's 
Jamea'fl 
Reedy  Creek 
Founcaio*fl  Cieek 
Zioa 

Churches  t6 


Pun|{oteague 

Matompkio 

Chinfpiteague 

Massongo 

Lower  Northimptoa 

Hunflo's 

MasQapoDf(o 

Churches  7 


CmM- 
hMd. 

«799 

I77> 

"775 

1779 
1777 

1805 
1789 

•773 
1776 


Goose  Creek 

Little  Otter 

Otter 

N.  F.  of  0»tter 

Staunton  River 

Beaver  Dam 

Suck  Sprinc 

Timber  Ridge 

Difficult 

BufFaloe 

Rock  Spring 

Mill  Creek 

Gill's  Creek 

Chapel 

Bethel 

Black  Water 

Pig  River 

Snow  Crtek 

Snow  Crcck&Plg  River 

Smith's  River 

Tack's  Creek 

Leathcrwood 

Beaver  Creek 

Borton's  Creek 

Churches  ft4 


>778 

1778 

1783 
1807 


Mhtttun* 


*797 


1801 

1805 
1803 


1^4 
1804 


1804 
1804 

>773 


1804 
1772 

1806 


W.  Crcalh 
J.  Shelburne 
}•  Shclbume 

W.  Ellis 
J.  Shelburne 
P.  Wynn 
P.Wynn 
W.Creath 
W.  Dossey 
W.  Gamer 
W.  Crcaih 

Ministers  8 


Tocil 


Accomack  Association.    1808^ 

G.  Layfield 

G.  Lay  6eld 

T.  Waters 

T.  Waters,  J.  Beaston 

{.  Elliott 
.  Elliott 
A.  Fisher 

Ministers  5  Toul 


«35 
105 


Mayo  Associatiok.    1798. 

No  Minutes  of  4his  Association  have  been 
obtained,  either  by  Mr.  Seinple  or  the  aathor, 
nor  any  definite  account  of  its  number.  Frtmi 
the  best  information,  it  is  a  body  of  moderate 
size.  We  shall  estimate  its  churches  at  is, 
in  ministers  at  8^  and  its  sum  total  of  mem* 
bersat 


I.  Fuquay 
I  A,  Week 


Strawberry  AssocxAXiaN. 

W.  Leftwicb 

.  Moorman 

.  Anthony 
G.  Ruckev 

.Black 
Burnet 


1766. 


W.  Turner 

.  Pedigo 
Aihwo 
W.  Turner 
J.  Pedigo 
J.  Pedigo 

.  As&worth 
Pedigo 
S.  Hubbard 

•  King 

.King 

.  Anthony 

Ministers  14 
The  sum  total  of  this  Association^  according 
to  Mr.  Semplet  wts,  in  1809, 


H9S 


109 
spo 
100 

Xi 

3» 


6^ 


8» 


»7 


Table  of  Associations  and  Churches. 


523 


Churches. 


Bethel 
Salem 

Creasy  Creek 
N.  F.  of  Roanoke 
Wett  Fork 
Pine  Creek 
Smkios  Creek 
Catawba 
Meadow  Creek 

Churches  9 


Green  Brier 
Big  Levels 
Tape's  Valley      * 
Mud  River 
Kenhawa 
Cole  River 
Peter's  Creek 
Indian  Creek 
Blue  Stone 

Chivchcs  9 


Simpion^s  Creek 
Buchanan 
Good  Hope 
Olive  Branch 
West  Fork 
Salem 
Union 
Valley 
Little  Bethel 
Pritchel's  Creek 
PawuBw 
Sandy  Creek 
Getbstmane 


Churches  13 


CmaU 


«774 
1784 
1789 
tSoi 
1803 
1803 
1706 
1780 
«785 


1781 


1807 
1796 

1807 
1803 


Ministers, 

New  Riv£r  Association.    1793. 

J.  Polack 

W.  Howard  / 

R.  Jones 

I.  Rentfro 

J.  Jones 

P.  Howard 

J.  Stanley 


W.  Howard 

Ministers  7 


Total 


m 

1806 
1803 

1801 
180s 
1806 

w 


1790 

l8o.q 


Green  Bxi£K  Association.    1807. 

•  Alderson 
.  Otboumc 
.  Lee 

•  Loe 

J.  Lee 
£•  Hughes 
J.  Ellisoa 

Ministers  { 
The  sum  total  of  this  Associattoo,  aficordlng 
to  Mr.  Semple,  was,  in  1809, 

Union  Association.    1804. 

J.  H.  Goss 
J.  Carney 
J.  Waldo 
P.  WelU 

{.  Hickman 
.  H.  Goss 
P.  Wells 

P.  Wells,  S.  Harris 
P.  WelU 
J.  Hickman 
T.  Martin 
J.  Smith 


Ministers  7 


Total 


By  these  Minutes,  it  apoetn  that  the  number 
of  pastors  in  the  churches  they  represent  is 
but  about  160  i  but  Mr.  Semple  supposes  there 
are  as  many  ministers  in  this  State  as  churches, 
which  would  make  the  sum  toul  283. 

A  very  extensive  ^  revival  was  tfxperienced 
in  some  of  the  Virginia  Associations  in  181 1, 
and  onward.  £ldcr  William  Brame,  in  Nov. 
181a,  wrote  to  Dr.  Baldwin  as  follows  : 
**Twenty.five  hundred  have  been  added  to 
the  Dover  Association,  upwards  of  ioqo  to 
the  Goshen,  about  400  to  the  Albemarle, 
about  600  to  the  Roanoke,  and  a  considei^ble 
number  to  the  Appomattox."*  Oihcr  ac- 
counts make  mention  of  large  additions  to  the 
churches  in  the  lower  para  of  this  State. 
We  may,  I  think,  safely  calculate  that  ^000 
*  M,  B,  M,  Mag.  vol.  lii.  p.  876. 


78 

88 

55 

-^ 

348 


58 

45 
so 

33 
35 


1^ 


45 

17 
itt 

«3 

la 

14 
20 

28 
81 

7 
96s 


^4 


Takk  0/ Associations  and  Cbwchtu 


Clofrches^ 


tmui. 


MtnisUrs. 

iqcmben  have  been  added  to  the  Virginia 
cbarchcs  since  1809,  which  would  make  ihair 
sum  toul  stand  thus :  Associations  i6,Chuicfacs 
183,  Miniscets  B83,  Mcmbcn  35ii€4. 

There  are  besides,  in  thit  State,  a  number 
of  churches  belonging  to  the  Mountain,  Hota^ 
ton,  and  Redstone  AsMidalioos,  which  will 
be  reckoned  under  their  respective  heada. 


Conobo 

Conetoe 
Cross  Roads 
Conoconary 
Concord 
Falls  Tar  River 
Fishing  Creek 
Flat  Swamp 
Gruat  Swamp 
Kehukee 

Lawrence,  M.  H* 
Mattemuskeet 
Morattock 
Maple  Spring 
Mearns'  Chapel 
Moore's  M.  H. 
Old  CoDoho 
Pungo 
poplar  Spring 

Suankey 
ocky  Swamp 
Ready  Creek 
Simdy  Creek 
Scuppcmong 
Skewarkcy 
Smithwick's  Creek 
Sappony 

South  Mattemuskeet 
Tranter's  Creek 
Willi«nis's  M.  H. 

Churches  go 


B1oofit*s  Creek 
Hsdnot*s  Creek 
Nf  w  Port 
North  River 
^ore  Creek 
XMeCree^t 
vbcrn 


t794 
1603 
17S6 

«757 

»755 
1770 

«795 
It755 

«7«3 
1791 

«793 


North-Carolina. 

I     Kehukse  AssociATioir-    177^- 

Held  at  Mearn*t  Chapel,  October  5»  1811 
Sermon  by  I^ichard  Dabbs* 

Benjamin  Joyner 


Jonathan  Cherry,  WiUiam  HynuM 

James  Ambrose 

Philemon  Bennett 
Luke  Ward 
James  Ewell 

Joshua  Lawrence,  Bennei  Bama 

John  Bowen 

Amariah  Biggs 

William  Lanca|iter,  He^ry  Hunt 


1793 
^799 


Macallister  Vinior 


»774  JcMcRead 

1755  Moses  fienneu 

«774 

1785 

1787  Joseph  Bi| 

1803  Ahrakam  itce 

Jordan  Sberrod 

Green  Carrowaa 

BoioUr  Marhvj 

Miniitefs  ftt  Toul 

Philemon  Bennett,  Mcderatof* 
Joseph  Biggs,  Qtrk. 
Mosff  Bennett,  AssiU.  Clerk. 

Neusb  Association.    1794. 

Held  at  Chinquepin  ChapeU  Oct.  19,  i8ri« 
Sermon  by  William  P.  Biddle. 

1789  Jabc^  Week* 
1778 


I 


John  MTabeJWiUbm  P.  Biddl? 


H 
4« 

as 
53 

a? 


Table  of  Assumtiens  agid  Cburdeu 


I 


6%* 


CAurckes* 

Swift  Creek 
Toisnot 
Town  Creek 
WioitMid 
1.1  u)c  Contentny 
Chirqucpin 
Wbiie  Oik 
Bear  Cfcek 
Beaver  Dam 
Sandy  Bottom 
Hancock's 
Red  Banka 
Black  Creek 
Naugbunty 
PieaMnt  Plains 


Cfauichet  88 


Beaver  Dam 

Big  Swarop 

Lcvmgston 

Lockwcod's  Folly 

Seven  Creeks 

Cape  Fear 

Bear  Marsh 

Muddy  Creek 

Limestone 

Nahungo 

Bull-Tail 

'Wilmington 

Qiapel  Kun 

Souihwesc 

Evertti's  M.  Home 

Aih-Pole 

Saddle-Tree 

Cohary 

Seven  Miks 

Mingo 

Thunder  Swamp 

Bear  Swamp 

Honiet's  M.  House 

Churches  8^ 


9ailard's  Bridge 

Bethel 

Bethlehem 

Camden 

Csshic 

(kwenjoct 


1784 

1780 
1791 


1790 


1758 
>78« 


Afitftflerj; 


J  779 

1798 
1756 


1788 
^759 


1791 


David  Wiitfard 
Thomas  Dupree 

John  Koonee 


Jciti  KiUrcU 


Needham  Ulittfield 

Ministers  ^  Tottl 

Samuel  Simpson,  Moderai&r. 
William  P.  Biddlc,  CUrA. 

Caps  Fear  Association.    i8o^. 

Held  at  Nahungo  Meeting*House,  Oct*  5, 
181  i*    Seimop  by  Job  Goodman* 


4f 


9» 
7$ 
44 

8B 
60 
Bt 


Job  Goodman 

Benjamin  Davia 
Job  Thigpen 
Jacob  wUliame 


Silas  Carter 


1773 
1781 


»757 


Fleet  Cooper 
David  Grautham 


Ministers  o  Total 

Joseph  Thames,  Mcderaior, 
Samuel  Buxton,  Ciirk. 

Chowan  Association.    1806. 

Held  ai  Wiccaccn  M*  House,  Bertie  County^ 
May  3t  1811.     Sermon  by  R.  Poimlcxtcr. 

Hillary  Morris 
Richard  Poindexier 


AvoA  Spivcy,  William  Dossqr 


9* 


78 

178 

?S7 

% 

ao 

38 

% 

4« 

44 

154 

^ 

80 
to 

»44« 


5» 
148 

85 
14« 

8« 
•04 

•Si 


$26 


TabU  of  AssHtations  and  Churches* 


CkMfduu 

Conoritaey 

Elizabeth 

Meberrin 

Middle  Swamp 

GkiUaw't  Chapel 

PoweUt  Point 

Pottecaty 

Rou*i  MceuDg-Home 

Ramoch  Gilead 

Roanoke  Island 

Salem 

Sawyer's  Cieek 

Wicoicoa 

Yoppim 

Roanoke 

Churches  t3 


MimsUn* 


1798 

«794 

1787 


1700 

»789 
1775 


HeaPa  Creek 

Rocky  Springii 
Union 
Cross  Roads 
Uolley  Spring 
Cool  bpnng 
Pleasant  Spring 
Bethel 
Union 
Mill  Creek 
Middle  Creek 
Fellowship 
Haywood  M.  H« 
Cedar  Fork 
New-Hope  Mountain 
Liberty 
Uepsibah 
•  LitUc  Buffaloe 

Churches  18 


i79« 


Tamer's  M.  VL 
Tabb's  Creek 
Tar  River 
Grassy  Creek 
Lock's  M.  H. 
Pochard's  M.  H. 
EooeM.H. 
Camp  Creek 
Cedar  Creek 
Nense  M.  H. 
Buffiiloe  Cieek 

Churobetii 


Thomas  Weymouth 
John  Wall 

Moses  Gillam 

{ames  Wright 
amesRoss 


John  Nowel 


Ministers  9         ^  Total 

Aaion  Smvey,  Moderator. 
Richard  roindexteri  Ckrk. 

Raleish  Association.    1806. 

Held  at  Union  M.  House,  Wake  County, 
Nov.  9i  1811.    Sermon  by  J.  Laurence. 

Nathan  Gulley 
J.  Gulley 

Zadock  Bell 


Robert  T.  Daniel 

iohn  Feurifoy,  Bartholomew  Fuller 
..  Caudle 


Ezekiel  Trice 
H.  Harmon 


W.  Wall 

Minisren  10  Total 

Banholomew  Fuller,  Moderator, 
Simon  Stephenson,  Cterk, 

Flat  River  Association.    1794. 

Held  at  £noe  M.  House,  Orange  County, 

Oct.  4,  1811.    Sermon  by  T.  Gardner. 
Th»mas  Gardner 


Thomas  VaM 
'  Roland  Cooke 

James  Ftrrtl 


James  Weathers 
Balaam  Erell 

Ministers  6  Total 

Thomas  Gardner,  Modenoor. 
George  Braifield,  CierA. 


71 


43 
3« 
7* 
73 
as 
37 
«9 
89 
79 


i7«9 


•r 

39 
94 

S9 
57 
45 
37 
7* 
«5 
93 
34 

^ 

M 
79 
4» 
SS 

96s 


210 
60 

35 
113 
as 

too 

$ 

m 
95> 


Table  tfAssociathm  and  Cburcbei. 


527 


OhiroUt. 


Upper  South  Hico 
Country  Line 
Lynch*!  Creek 
Lfck  Fork 
Flat  River 
Lower  South  Hico 
]>eep  Creek 
Stony  Creek 
Unity 

AVolf  Island 
Bridge  M.  H. 

Churches  11 


Abbot's  Creek 
Lick  Creek 
Bear  Creek 
M'Leudon't  Creek 
New  Hope  Mountain 
Old  Furk 
Richland  Creek 
Buffaloe 
Timber  Ridge 
Fall  Creek 
Sandy  Creek 
Rocky  River 
Rocky  River  f  Aiuod) 
Bethlehem 
Foik  of  Little  River 
Mouth  of  Uhary 
Pec.  Dee 
George's  Creek 

Churches  18 


Flat  Rock 
Deep  Creek 
Island  Ford 
Providence 
Brier  Creek 
Cub  Creek 
Roaring  River 
^1  Spring 


fMttv* 


t79« 

1792 

>777 
J  793 

1787 


MmitUru 

Country  LiNi  Association.  1866. 

Held  at  Lower  S.  Hico  M.  House,  May  30, 
181  a.    Sermon  by  William  Moore. 

Barzillai  Graves,  Richard  Mania 
John  Sanders,  James  Jfones 
George  Roberts,  David  I^wsoo 

Williani  Brown 


William  Moore 


Ministers  8  Total 

George  Roberts,  Moderator* 
Nathao  Williams,  CkrA. 

Sandy  Creek  Association.    1756, 

Held  ac  Abbot's  Creek  M.  House,  Brown 
County,  Oct.  1809. 

^777  George  Pope 


1791 


1788 

«757 
1776 


1780 
1785 


Hoaekiab  Harmaa 

Jecse  Buckoer 
ohn  Gilbert 


Isaac  Teague 


John  Culpepper 
Owen  Slaugnter 


•777 

1781 
«779 


Daniel  Gould 
William  Brantly 

Ministers  9 
The  churches  in  this  Association  make  no 
reiuras  of  their  numbers.  Those,  which  are 
|Nit  down,  I  aKcrtained  while  among  them  in 
the  Spring  of  1810.  Of  seven  churches  no 
correct  acoouats  could  he  obtained.  They 
will  probably  average  6^  each,  making 

Total 
George  Pope,  Moderator, 
William  Brantly,  QUrk. 

Yadkin  Association.    1790. 

William  Cook,  William  Biittin 
Joseph  Murphy 
Richard  Cunningham 
Jolin  Meglamre 
William  Mastin 


Andrew  Canaday 


95 

X 

IS9 

I 

905 


i6» 
50 

55 
«o 

70 

«7o 
5» 

«»9 

5<» 

i5«> 


4.55 
1510 


52ft 


TiAk  rfAsstfclatum  and  Ckittbet. 


Ckurciet. 

£aton*i  M.  H. 

Bear  Creek 

Fork 

Jertcy  Settlement 

Grassy  Nob 

New-Hope 
Little  River 
Sofem 

Cbnrchet  16 


Mausierk 


Bmmley  Cooker 

Bct^in  Backner,  J^  Pots 


Little  Ivy 
Locust  Old  Fields 
N«w-Faund 
Caney  River 
French  Broad  ' 
Cane  Creek 
Mud  Creek 
Bethel 
Flat  Creek 
Mottntain  Page 

Churches  lo 


1789  John  Angcll 
17^  WiltioB  DodsoQ 

Mimstets  it 
This  was  the  state  of  this  Associatiim  m 
1810.  It  does  not  print  its  Minutes,  iior  do 
the  churches  j^ive  any  account  of  their  num- 
ber. They  wUl  probably  averaige  50  mem- 
bers each,  making  a  toul  of 

Mountain  Association.    1799. 

Nine  of  its  constituent  chorches  were  dismiss- 
ed from  the  Yadkin*  They  do  opt  print 
their  Minutes,  and  for  some  reason  have  de- 
clioed  giving  any  account  of  their  affairs. 
Wr  shall  estimate  them  at  ift  Churches,  8 
Ministers,  and  Members 

French  Broad  AssociATroN.  1807. 

Held  at  FVench  Broad  Mceting-Honse,  Bun- 
combe County,  Aag.  tft,  io48.  Sermon 
by  Thomas  Sdelson. 

Motes  Freeman 


Thomas  SneUon 
Stephen  Mo'gan 
1^1  Benjamin  King,  Ston Bfytfa,  Jtrc-'Tajkr 
Humphrey  Posey 
Joscpn  Byers 
Permenter  Morgan 

WiUraro  Kimsey 

Ministers  10  Total 

Stephen  Morgan,  M^derat^r* 
James  Wbitaker,  Clerk. 


44 

as 

41 
40 
31 
4« 
40 

453 


Charleston 

Welsh  Neck 

Ebenczcr 

High  Hills  of  Samee 

Cheraw  Hill 

Beauty  Sixit 

U.  F.  Lynch's  Creek 

Mount  Pisgah 

L.  F.  Lynch's  Crerk 

Rockey  River,  N.  C. 

Deep  Creek 


6^^ 
782 

774 

784 

787 
790 


Soutb'CaroUna* 

Chari.eston  Association*    175 

Held  at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  Oct-  3 
1 8 1 2 .     Srrm on  by  J oseph  B.  Cook. 

Richard  Furman,  D .  D« 

Daniel  White 

Renjamin  Mrvscley 

JohnM.  Roberts,  A.  M.  Davis  Collins 

Joha  Ellis,  James  M'Kellar 

William  Bcnnet 

Joseph  B.  Cook,  A.  M. 

George  Whitley 

Frame  Woods,  Joel  Gullage, 


Ta^  ^Jtsodat'ms  ajui  Cburc^fs, 


m 


CUrtktS, 

l.itt1c?edee 
Oeoi|^towo 

Oapvay 
I^ncfs  Creek 
C^ngaree 
Blacl  Crack 
Three  Creeki 
Wammnw 
"WatcrfC  Creek 
Muddy  Creek 
Cat&h 
Terrel's  B^ 
Beul^ 
Mile  Creek 
Amelia  Towmhip 
Lynch*s  Creek 
Coliimbia 
Caixtden 
Calvary 
piedmont 
Bethel 
Gooie  Creek 
.Mount  Olivet 
New-Providence 

Churches  35 


^ 


Horn*!  Creek 
AntSpch 
Providence 
Little  Stcvem*  Crtek 
Cambridge 
Big  Stevens'  Creek 
Clood*t  Qntk 
Salekn 
Siloam 
Oood-Hope 
Dry  Creek 
Caltaham's  Mill 
Plutnb  Branch 
Monntain  Creek 
ohn't  Creek 
rdii 
Red  Bank 
Mill  Creek 
Buifaloe 
Leavels 

Willow  Swamp 
Cedar  Creek 
Dcaii  Svramp 
Ro9emar]r 
Sister  Springs 
Bethany 
Liberty 
Chcsnut  HiU 
Gitgal 

MaSnt  Mortah 
Flat  Rock 

VOL.  2. 


tmud. 

1790 

1791 
1776 

1765 
>799 

I7Q3 
1784 

1803 


1806 


Ministers. 


S.  Reaves 

Edmund  Bot$ford 
Hairf  W.  Hodga 
Jease  Lcwellin 
Stephen  Nixon 
James  Coleman 


Ralph  Jones,  Asa  BcU 


William  Palmer 
George  Scott 


1807 1  Aaron  Wooton 


f8o8 

1809 
1810 
1810 
1810 
1810 


James  Thigpcn,  WilUam  Pauling 

S.  Timmons 

^oknihodi 

W,  Brazinfton 

Bradley  Rhamc 


J.  Knighten 
Wa 


1787 


1791 


ashington  Belcher,  James  Denson 
Matthew  M* Cullers 
J.  Layton 
Charles  Williams 

Ministers  35  Total 

Davif  Collini^  Afodervtor, 
Joieph  B.  Cook,  Ornfc. 

EoGEFiBLD  Association.    1808. 

Held  at  Callaham's  Mill  M.  House,  Sept.  19, 
181a.    Sermon  by  Willis  Whatley. 

J.  Landrum,  S.  Marsh 
Stephen  William 

James  Head 

Robert  Mareh,  Danid  WilUam^  AUtc.  Travis 

Willis  Whatlcy 

Thomas  Delonch 

Henry  King 

Chesley  Davis 


eoMitm 

% 

47 
40 

246 
29 

5^ 
53 
13 

£ 

7€ 
ftSs 

4« 
I04 

f 

28 
3t 


1785 


1784 
1786 


James  Dodgen 
Joseph  King 

John  Bolger 

James  Woodwari 


841 


Francis  Walker 

67 


809 

3> 
217 

102 
164 

99 

92 

t 


H 
6« 
31 

106 

3i 
87 
66 

5» 

56 
142 

49 

62 

87 

;• 


3r3Z3rl 


Toal 


'>«-; 


Vr  >•* 


Robot  M»ib,  CM. 


BlTSKL   Assoc  lATIOV.      17^- 

K  Smtcw  Creek  Cbiifch,jrcMlc  Dinrict, 
Otz.  i,iflc&    Scnnonby 


»f 


59 


—4       -^. 


Rzf.UotaHo: 


SLIU:a^ 


li-Vl 
i79«  John 


1791 
1781 


SamacI  M*Creary 
Danrid  GoUghtlj 


Diniel  Soltson 
Speoccf  Bobo 


Hogh  Moore 
EliasMUchel 

Joicph  Babb 


Ministers  13  Total 

Thomas  Greer,  Moderator, 
John  M*Creary,  CUrk. 

Saluda  Association.     1803. 

Held  at  Hopewell,  Aag.  12, 1809.    Sermon 
by  Jamct  mmbree. 

Mosri  Holland 
Isaiah  Stepheoa 


9« 

.^7 


5« 
«7i 

47 


'77 

73 
42 

64 
49 

lit 

«5 
>5 
41 
80 

*4 

3« 
so 

30 

CI 

SB04 


61 

5$ 
4» 
34 


Table  rf  Associations  and  Churches  • 


S$l 


durcka, 

Kcowee 

Fuik-Shnal 

Middle  Fork  Saluda 

Shocklcy  Ferry 

Seoona 

Bcthuel 

Woolynoy 

Crass-Road 

Cathies  Creek 

Ncal'$  Creek 

Salem, 

Hopewell 

Wiliou'i  Cfeek 

Double  Spriqgt 

Hepzibah 

Little  River 

Poplar  Spring 

Turkey  Creek 

Greeo  Pond 

Cbttrcbes  23 


1791 

»773 
1790 

1790 


Mmisten* 


1784 


Frlendthip 

Green'i  Creek 

Boiling  Spring 

Sandy  Run,  N*  C. 

Buffaloe,N.C. 

Greco  River,  N.  C. 

Cedar  Spring 

Moimtain  Creek,  N.  C. 

Bill'i  C:reek,  N.  C. 

State  Line 

Buck  Creek 

Long  Creek 

SilverCreek.N.  C. 

Head  of  Tyger 

Head  of  £iioree 

Bethel 

New-Salem 

N.  Catawba  River,N.C. 

Providence,  N.  C. 

£lbethel 

Concord,  N.  C. 

Snyma,  N.  C. 

S.  Catawba  River 

£benezer 

Double  Spring 

Gouchfir  Creek 

Churcbci  96 


1788 
1777 

1778 

1789 
1788 

^779 


1793 
1787 


Joel  E.  Grace 

Cooper  Bennett 
Phi/ip  May 


EInatbau  Davit 

Sat/ord  Vandivier 
Jamck  Hcrobrce 

Jainet  Crowther 
William  King 

Arthur  Williams 

Benjamin  Nortfacutt 

Ministers  IB  Total 

£lnathan  Davis,  Mtdtrator* 
Joel  £.  Grace,  Qerk. 

Broad  River  Association.    1800. 

Held  Oct.  18,  1811.  Sermon  by  Wm.  King. 

George  Brewton 
Jonathan  Blackwell 

D.  Dobbins,  Jonathan  Padjctt 

Joel  Blackwdl 
Joroyal  Barnett 

Jonathan  Daltoo 
Z.  Blackwell 


Nathaniel  Jacksoa 


80 

£t 

l\ 

10 

i? 

Is 
67 

n 

40 

83 
1040 


P.  Mo 
D.Day 


rgan 
vie 


A.  Carlton,  Timotky  Sisk 
R»  Johnsvn 
J.  Holy  feel 
W.  King 
J.  Richards 

Ministers  17  Toal 

Oroya  I  Barnett,  Mdderaiw* 
iV.  Laiicastcr«  QvL 


^ 


lit 
46 

II 

53 

39 

89 

33 

W 

16 

3» 
A^ 

ioSf 


aad  T<AU  If  Asiddaikiu  and  Cbircl^, 

GeorffO* 


II  Ogcchcc,  col'  { 

ITCd  I 


Coonvtwuhic,  S.  i 
Healioft  Spiiogi 
Colurrbia 
Spiinjc  Towo 

ttuilWEH,  S.  C. 

Lower  Black  C(Kk 

Uppci  dillo 

Powen'  M.  Houk 

Eiibiw,  S.  C. 

Menni  Hofe 

SunbuTf 

Grci(SaliCatcber,S.C. 

Ticadawny 

Cowpcn  Bratich 

Be»uf[m,S.  C. 

Liiile  Salt  dicker,  S.C 

Lowci  ditto 

Vo'ioa 

Si.  Helena,  S.  C. 

May  Rivu 

Cliuicbn88 


^thiDR  Cmk 
GrtcDwnod 
FI>iltp>>iM>ll 
Whaitejr'i  Mill 
fowcUon 
Long  Crrck 

ElH-nriet 
Rocky  Sprine 
-Williami'  Cnek 
Clark'i  Siaiioo 

Fori  Creek 
MpuniOtini 
Sninelktd,  (Af.) 
bland  Creek 
Newfwd 


Sava 

i8o«      _ 

Sermoo  br  Wm.  6.  JobauD. 
1800  William  B-Johmon,  Thooiat  F.  Wil&anfi 
JTQt  Ijofan  Goljwne,  Thomai  Polbill 
1788  i  Andrew  Manball 
I  Boa  Hcnrjr  Cunnii^haai 
1603  Georite  D.  Swctt 


H^ickiah  A.  Bo^a 


NititUi  Timai 
Jama  Sweat 

W'lliiamB.VMUrd,  Gideon  Hagood 
Charlei  O.  SciEveo,  a.  «. 


WilliuaT.BfMtly,  J 


<6 

4^ 


MmiilenGl  Total 

Chiilet  O.  Screven,  M^J^aUr. 
William  T.  Bramly,  Crri. 
i>  believed  ihu  mote  cburcbei  arc  ri 
Soulb'Carolina  ^haa  an  marked  for  that  SlaK; 
but  1  am  not  able  10  dutinpuiii  ibcin> 

Geokcia  AsjociATlOH.     t^Bl. 
Held  «  Fiibing  Cieck,  0«t.  9,  1813.    Ser* 


177»  J 

.763  J 

1784 

i-Ss  J.  Robrtlion 

itS,^  Jci»eMetcec 


Adam  Jonei,  Tiad^nu  Cam/i 
David  Ellinglon 


Tabk  ef  Aiiodatimt  and  Cbimbtt* 


533 


Richland 
County  Liae 
Sharoo 
Newhope 
Bethel 

Beard's  M.  H. 
IWthel  (Hancock) 
I>oub!e  Branches 
Rehoboth 
White  PJaini 
Union 
Grove 

Union  ^WancD) 
^^.cd'f  Creek 
rorch 


mier 


Churches  35 


SardU  (Burke  Co.) 

Sweet  Water 

Poplar  Spring  (Laui-  > 

ren*t  Co.)  ) 

Rocky  Cfwk 
Bethel  (Jcifer»on  Co.) 
Big  Sandy  Creek 
Beard's  Cicek 
Baik  Camp 
Buck  Heaii 
Ohoopie 
Kevin's  Citck 
Salem 

Loti's  Creek 
Fellowship 
Little  Brier  Cieck 
Bethany 
Poplar  Spring  (Wash-  > 

mgton  Co.)  > 

BfthlclKm 
Wood's  M.  H. 
Providence 
Union  M.  H. 
Cool  Spring 
Moblcy's  Pond 
Botaford's  M.  H. 
Jordan's  M.  H. 
Scull's  Cicek 
Bcutah 
Silver  Run 
Buckeye 
Brushy  Creek 
Mount  Horeb 
lyiiilc  Ogechee 
f cndleton's  Creek 

Churches  34 


1796 

1797 
1799 

IQOO 
1802 
180S 
1803 

1000 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 


1788 
1787 


1788 
1786 
179a 


^777 


1788 


»778 


1701 
1789 

1790 


Miitsters. 


Edihund  SYatiMwi 


Benjamin  Thompsod,  David  Cook 
James  Landers 


John  Blacksion 
Henry  Harden 


Mmisten  19  Total 

Abraham  Marshall,  Moderator. 
Jeaic  Mercer,  Clerk. 

Hbphzibah  As:»ociation*    1794. 
Held  at  Nevill'j  Creek  Me^ting-Hoose,  Bul- 
lock (^unty,  Sept.  24,  181 1  •    Scrmod  by 
Charles  Culpepper. 

C.  Bateman,  James  Steely 
Wuidcr  Hilmmi,  £.  Perrymmt 

Thomas  Tiptoa 


49 

64 

40 
70 

i3<i 
4« 

84*^ 


John  Stanford 
Ishani  Pj>acock 
David  Heonisy 
Norvell  Robertson 


A.  Armstrong,  Benjamin  l^anning 


Samuel  Pcuncey 
Henry  Hand 

George  Franklin,  Jordan  Smitk 


Charles  Culpepper 

Benjamin  B,  Screten,  David  Owen 


Ministers  18  Total 

George  Franklin,  Modcator. 
Notvell  Robertson,  Clerk* 


4« 

as 

•if 
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39 

% 

lib 

«5 

«9 

98 

54 

45 

52 
36 

49 

so 

34 
46 

5i 
30 
40 

u 

I7ig 


Table  tf  Assodatimu  and  Cburcba. 


Ckurtket. 


Moriah 
Liberty 
Conorou 
Fork  Broad  River 
Lcatberwood 
Boavcr  D.ira  (Ogic- ? 
ihorpe  Co.)  S 

Grove  Level 
Van'i  Creek 
Mar's  Hill 
Black's  Creek 
Skull  Shoal  (Madaran) 

Cabin  Creek 

Hopewell 

Academy 

Chandler's 

Bethel  (Jackson  Co.) 

Falling  Creek  {Elbert) 

Line  M.  H* 

Eastanallee 

Beaver  Dam  (Elbert) 

Double  Branched 

Cedar  Creek 

Dove's  Creek 

Walnut  Fork 

Salem 

Skull  Sho«l(Gieeoe) 

Bethany 
Holly  Spring 
Big  Creek 
Avalon 
Chogia 
Nail's  Creek 
Trail  Cieek 
Mill  Stone 
I/)wer  Naif s  Creek 

Bethlehem 
Beach  Creek 
Crooked  Creek 
Cloud's  Creek 
Oconee 
Uuntci*s  Creek 

Churches  41 


Sarepta  Association.    1798. 

Held  at  Fork  of  Broad  River,  Madison  Coun- 
ty, Oct.  B4,  1818.  SormoQ  by  I>oi«r 
Thorntoii. 


1800 
1800 


John  G^bb 


1800  Isham  Goss 


8o2 


I  1002 

1784 


17Q9 

1803 
1803 


1804 

l8o2 

1805 
1801 
180s 
1816 

1800 

1801 
1803 

85 


Reubc  n  Thoi  nton 

Doiicr  Thornton,  J.  Chipmin,  J.  TkantUm 


James  Riley 

Timothy  Carrington 
1*^97  Thoma&  Johnson 
t&o8 


I7»5 
1801 

'S' 

l8< 


Bartemus  Rmoids 
Medey  White 

Littleton  Meeks 
Nacy  Mccks 

{ohn  Sandidge 
ohnCasaa 


89 

lOI 

1788 
1796 
1801 
1803 

1783 
1797 

I7«8 
1806 
1802 
1801 
1803 
1788 
181s 

l8i8 


Michael  Bennei 

Miller  Bleiisoc 

Moah  Lacy 
Thomas  Maxwell 

Jacob  Bankston 
John  Cleaveland 
Stefken  Pee 
Isjiah  Hails 


Antioch 

Buck  Creek 

Bcthsaida 

County  Lioe»  Randolph 

Conooid 


1791 


Isaac  Buison 


James  Rodgeri 
!Francis  Calloway 

Ministers  sS  .     Total 

Over  twelve  hundred  received  this  year  by 
baptism  • 

DoEier  Thornton,  Modcralor. 

Isham  GoaSy  Ckrk^ 

OcKMULCEE  Association-    1810. 

Held  9X  Shoal  Creek,  Randolph  County,  Sept. 
5,  iSift,    Sermoaby  Henry  Hooton. 

Henry  S«//4 
Joel  Willis 
M.Lowery,  J.Hi^ 


6S 

11 
8% 

ft4 
169 

67 

ic8 

loi 

51 
59 

•S 

49 


117 

1&9 

118 

39 

H 
J 

3>57 


70 

4» 
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Table  of  Associaiiom  and  Churches. 


S3S 


Churches. 

Crooked  Creek,  Putnam 

Elim 

Falling  Creek, Randolph 

Fishing  Creek 

Freeman's  Creek 

Flat  Shoals 

Holland  Spring 

Indian  Creek 

Liltlc  River 

Mount  Ncbo 

Mount  Moriah 

Mount  Gitrad 

Murder  Creek 

Ncw-Providcacc 

Providence 

Pope's  Mcciing-House 

Phiiippi 

Rarndh 

Rooby  Cree^ 

Sah'xn 

Sugar  Creek 

Sandy  Creek 

Stone  Creek 

Shoal  Creek 

Tirzah 

Trail  Branch 

Union 

Walnut  Creek 

Churches  33 


CmutU 


178a 


1788 


1788 


MinisUrs. 

Elijah  Moscle^ 

Henry  Hooion,  Edmund  Tan)OC 

Joseph  Baker,  WiUiara  £lli) 


Isaac  SuttTc 

Lewis  C.  Davis 

David  Monrgomcry 

Wilic  Shepherd 

Micajah  Fulgeham 

Jainvs  Brooks,  Frederick  Growder 

Jonathan  Nichols 

Htnry  Gragf[ 

Green  Bailey,  Jacoh  Merur 

Eden  Taylor,  EUsha  Rogers 


{ohn  Dingier 
onathan  Anderson,  John  Walher 

Theophilas  Pierce 

Francis  Flournoy 


Nipper  Ad^'ns,  John  Barrett 
Reuben  M'Elroy,  William  Jones 

Ministers  31  Total 

"oscph  Bakt-r,  Moderatir, 
illiam  Wiiiiami,  CUrk, 


Munim 


^ 


35 

% 

74 

is 
% 

t 

73 

44 

>54 

107 
ISO 

84 

2677 


Big  Creek' 
Blackwater  ^ 
DouUle  Spring 
Lo»g  Creek 
Glade  Hollow 
Mockason 
Chtrokee 
Buifaloe  Ridge 
Bent  Creek 
M'Phcften*s  Bent 
Sulphur  Spring 
Big  Pigeon 
Meadows 
Gap  Creek 
Mill  Creek 
Flafi  Branch 
St.  Clair's  Bottotn 
Lick  Creek 

Churchei  t8 


1787 


1783 
17S'' 

^7^5 


Tennessee. 

HOLSTON  ASSOCIATIO.V.      I786. 

HcU  at  Lick  Creek,  Greene  County,  August 
1809.    Sermon  by  Joshua  Kelly. 

Francis  Winstead 
Thomas  M'Cain 


John  Bayliss 

Jonathia  Mulkey,  lanatkan  Buck 

Caleb  Witt 


Joshiia  KcHy 
George  Brown 
Andrno  Mfarland 


John  Jones 
Blagrove  Hopper 

Ministers  11  Total 

Jonathan  Mulkcy,  Moderate. 
Philip  l^lc,  Ocrh. 


«9 

4« 

166 

33 

24a 

3« 
U 

27 
111 

«4 

«7 
5« 

H 

79 


596 


TMe  ^  Assodatkm  and  Qhurdm^ 


Ckunkiu 


Gap  Credit 
County  Line 
leaver  Ridge 
Kob  Camp 

Tboinpsoa't  Setllemem, 
(Lee't  County,  Va.) 
Buckhom  Valley 
Scquachee  Valley 
Glade  Spring 
Himb's  Cieek 
Fowel*s  River 
Little  Flat  Cieek 
Hickory  Creek 
£.  Fork  of  Pcplar  Creek 
Big  Spring 
Boyd's  Creek 
Tennesiee  Valley 
Bethel  South 
War  Creek 
Tuckalecbee 
J^umplin  Creek 
Coal  Creel 
French  Broad 
Kicbland  Creek 
Cumberland  River,  Ky. 
BuiTaloe  Creek 
Big  Barren 
Stock  Creek 
Fork  of  French  Broad  > 
and  Holiton  \ 

Forks  of  Little  Pigeon 
Davit's  Cr»ek 

Churches  30 


MimiiUtu 

Washington  As  toe  I  AT  I  ON. 

Of  this  AsscciatioD,  I  have  learnt  nothittft 
mofc,  than  that  it  waa  forced  from  the  Hol- 
ston,  prc^bly  in  iStl.  I  shall  compote  its 
churches  at  ift,  iu  mintttcfa  at  8,  and  its  tcjcal 
number  of  memben,  at 

Tennessee  Association.    i8oe. 

Held  at  the  Forks  of  Li^le  Pigeon,  Sevtcr 
I     County,  Oct  14,  1809*    Sermon  by  Rob- 
ert Ff  istoe. 

William  Jopes 
Thomas 'Hudcbufgh 


1786 


1789 
1789 


^  _  Harfeth 
Hahuk^^s  Creek 
IW>i  Cwek 
B  ,^  V'tcek 
KvHtheitivd*s  Creek 
C^sOfty't  Creek 


William  Tcknsm 
West  Walker 

William  Johnson 
Murphy 


David  Barton 

Isham  Gttin,  Htnfy  Haggard 

John  Wcldon 
Duke  Kimbrough 
Robert  Fiisioe 

John  Hall,  John  Condley,  Tiamas  Broom 

Aarai  Smith 
Thomas  Hill 
Richard  Wood 

Ministers  18  Total 

Richard  Wood,  Mcdtraior* 
Francis  Hamilton,  Clerk, 

Cumbeeland  Association.     1803, 

The  follovring  Table  represents  the  sute  of 
this  Association,  Sept.  181 8.  This  state- 
ment was  forwarded  in  MS.  by  a  committee 
anpointed  for  xht  purpose.  Who  preached 
tne  sermon  does  not  appear. 

G«mer  M'Cooico 

Supplied  by  Holloway  Morris 

Supplied  by  Daniel  White 

Supplied  by  Elder  iFooquay 

Jocin  Aikcrson 

James  M^Cajeb 


6o* 


is6 
34 

90 

6q 

£0 

«j 
10 

So 

38 

59 

10 

S« 

153 

53 
24 

«5 

^  33 
»53« 


a6^^ 

60 

77 
109 


TaUe  of  Associations  and  Churches, 


5S7 


tkwrdUs. 

Cedar  Lick 

l^ouncab  Creek 

Grassy  Spring 

Herrican 

Head  of  Ptaey 

Herrican  Cnek 

Leper's  Fork 

Pinejr 

Richland 

Richland  Creek 

Rock  Creek 

Tumbull 

White's  Creek 

Yellow  Creek 

£ast  Fork  Yellow  Creek 

Gray's  Bend 

Sprinklcy's  Creek 

Churches  23 


CMWfl. 

tuud. 


t 

\ 


Red  River 
Half  Pone 
Blooming  Grove 
Dry  Creek,  Kentacky. 
West  Fork  Red  Riv.  ' 

er,  Ky. 
Muddy  River,  Ky. 
Elk  Creek 
Mouni  P.  L.  River,  Ky. 
Dry  F.  E.  Creek,  Kv. 
Muddy  F.  L.  River,  Ky. 
Goshen,  Ky. 
Spring  G.  W.  Fork 
Eddy  Grove,  Ky. 
Salem,  Ky. 
Cub  Creek 
Drake's  Creek,  Ky. 
Sinking  Creek,  Ky. 
Big  Creek 
Sulphur  Fork 
Spring  C.  R.  River 
East  F.  P.  River,  Ky. 
Bethel  ^ 

Tywapnety 
Long  Creek,  Ky, 
Barren  Spring 
Flat  Creek 
Bethel 
New  Hope 

Centre 
Cyprus 

Providence,  Ky. 
Saline  Creek 
Hurricane  Creek 

VOL.  2. 


<797 


^19\ 


1791 

LI 

805 

803 

798 
805 
807 
807 
806 


P 

809 


806 
810 
810 


810 

803 
8it 


181a 
i8itt 
1812 


MinUttrs, 

More  Stevenson 
Ebenezer  Rice 
Thomas  Mitrrill 
Vo!cniine  Flowers 
Supplted  by  Thomas  Murrll 
Hotlowjy  Morris 

Andrew  Coroibers 

John  DilJaBunty 

Supplicd  by  Elder  Kirkland 

Joon  Rickoid 

Daniel  White 

Joshua  White 

John  TusDcr 


Ministers  16  .T®*^' 

There  are,  besides,  7  ttnord.iined  nunisters 
whose  namrs  are  not  mentioned. 
Added  this  year,  1081  members. 

Garner  M^Connico,  Moderator, 
William  Denson,  Clerk. 

Red  River  AssoCiATiON.    1806, 

Held  at  M'Fai land's  Fork  of  Pond  River, 
Christian  County,  Kenmcky,  Aug.  181s. 
Sermon  by  Reuben  Rost. 

Sogff  Ford,  Ephraim  Pool 

J.  Shivers,  Caleh  fVimters 

Josiah  Horn,  John  Wall,  JoMUt  Yarborwgk 

Dudley  Williams 

Jesse  Brooks 

Lewis  Moore,  Leonard  Page,  Wm.  Aingell 

James  Haynes 

Amrm  Cumptom 

Henry  Damall,  Jchn  Qrasiy 

F.  Wolf,  Jf^kn  Jordan,  WiUiam  Beadiy 

A.  Harris,  Jesse  Ford 

Reuben  Ross,  I.  Totwine 

Daniel  Brown 


John  Be&brooks,  M.  Walton,  ^a^ob  Mfrris 
C.  Williama 

John  Trice,  Thonai  Platster,  Lewis  Wells 

Barton  Coates,  Jesu  Mason 

William  Tatom 

Wilson  Thompson,  James  P.  Edwardi 

Asher  Skelton,  Hinry  Garrard 

J.  Bourland,  Tkmas  HiU^  Reuben  Owen, 
W.  Henderson 


■Ml. 

cmmu* 

370 

118 

16 

18 

so6 

83 
109 

':|^ 

74 

3« 


9eog 


Thomas  Rost,  N.  Ross,  if m  Biggs 
J.  "French 

68 


<9 

34 

97 
43 

64 

'^ 

79 
107 

^5 
j37 

11 

60 
S3 

t 

e6 

867 

86 

33 

^9 
46 

26 
A" 


#SS  Tabie  tfJsi$c$atmM  and  Cbmtbn. 

CkurcAes.  ^'^  MimsUn. 


Slat  Lick.  Ky. 
Whipi.M>rwill 
New  Bethel 


ChttfchetsS 


tSii 


East  F.  Stone*!  River 
Smith's  Fork 
Brash  Creek 
Bethel    . 

Beihel,  Bran1y*t  F. 
Hickman's  Greek 
&1t  Lirk  Creek 
West  Station  Camp 
East  Station  Camp 
Dixion's  Creek 
Salem 

Hurricane  Creek 
W.  F-  Stone's  River 
Concord 
Overall's  Creek 
Head  Red  River 
Roiind  Lick  Creek 
Arrington-s  Creek 
Bledsoe's  Creek 
Mill  Creek 
Mouth  Caney  Fork 
Spring  Creek 
Testament 
Faytoo's  Creek 

Chorchet  %\ 


«797 


Bethel  Malbeny 
Bethlehem 
Boiling  Fdrk 
Hopewell 
Elk  River 
Flint  River 
Union 
New-Hope 
Garrison  Fork 
Joaes's  Fork 


John  Mallory ,  Absakm  Coptland 


Ministers  48  Toul 

Over  900  added  this  year. 

Reuhen  Ross,  tb(U''€U^m 
William  Aingell,  ClerJL 

Concord  AsoOCIation.    i8io. 

Held  at  Hopewell,  Sumner  County,  Sept.  2&, 
1 8 1 8 .    Sermon  by  J  obn  Wiseman. 

Tkamas  Hauen^  David  Gordon 
Joshua  Lester 

M.  Landrone 

Micajah  Hoilis,  D.  IVeU 


Jama  Brrganec 

J.  Rucks,  John  Wisemaft 
C.  Bethel 


John  M*Cane 

C.  Riddle,  Bagamn  Jacism 
T.  Durham,  John  Borbam 
George  Tihnan,  P.  Mooney 

D.  Parker 
James  Wbitiett 


6ft 

44 

8387 


Total    803  V 


Th"  nomber  added  this  }rear  was  966,  I 
The  ministers  in  this  Association  not  deicgat- 1 
ed  to  it  this  session,  are,  Jesse  AUeo,  John 
Borris,  Miles  West,  Guy  M*Fadden,  James 
Saunders,  J  no.  Beasly,  J  no.  Warner,  Wm. 
Flowen,  Daniel  Bwrford,  and  John  Jones. 
Licensed,  John  Warren,  Pressly  Leuer, 
and  Jacob  Archer;  making  in  all  3^. 

John  Wiseman,  Moderator, 
James  Whiiiett,  QerL 

Elk  Riv£K  Associatiok.    1808. 

Held  at  Union  Meeting-House,  Bedford  Co. 
Oct.  181 2.  'Stiinon  by  Peter  Woods. 

D.ivid  Adams 

William  Jcanings,  John  Davis 


George  Foster,  A.  Hargln 

Jeremiah  Bowers 
Reu'ien  Kelly 
William  Kcele 


60 

81 

loft 

4i 

7« 

75 
124 

146 
31 


Table  t^Msoeiatktts  and  Cburebet. 

Ciarcia.  CMt  Miniim. 


"W«tToik 

BIk  Fill  Creek 

Bcihcl  on  Flint 

McHdiin  Line 

Mountain  Cre«k 

Barren  Fork 

W.  F.  Nottu"!  Creek 

S,e"?,'°."c«ek 
BecD'i  Creek 
LIbcny  M.  H. 
M'Callf  rt  Creek 
Tiickert  Creek 
Unioo,Gil«Co. 
£Jew  Coauiiutiom 

Sunr  Creek 
Kcily'i  Creek 
Zion,  Gild  Ca. 
Big  Hurticuie 
Foikt  MuJbetry 

Cbuicke*gt 


Taic'a  Creek 
Clear  Creek 
SMtk  Elkhom 
Greit  CroMing* 
Town  Fork 
Bryan'. 
Boon'i  Creek 
Fork!  of  Elkhora 
Jndiao  Criek 
Mount  Moiiah 
M'Connel-t  Run 
Moutli  of  Elkbon 
MoueiaiD  Iiland 
Silai 

North  Elkbora 
Gtcnn'i  Creek 
Dry  Run 
Norih  Fork 
Clover  Botiom 
Hilliborougl) 
Divid'i  Fork 
Moiuit  Plcinnc 
Mount  Gilead 

Long  Liek 
Beaver  Creek 
Btthicbcm 
N.  FoikofLkking 
Cburcbei  t% 


Etekitl  Craft 
Hamu  avk 
John  Leakey 

Thoma*  Obanioa 

Peier  Woodf,  Andrew  Woodi 


Miniiterj  l£  Tolll    ' 

The  number  added  ihii  year  w»  lojg. 
David  Adaoii,  Uedtralor. 
George  Fcnler,  Otri. 

Kentucky. 

Elkhorm  ASIOCIATLON.     178J. 

Held  at  the  Great  Ctouinga,  Scott  County, 

Aug.  1811.    Sermon  by  Davii&iggh 


John  Sbaklefiml 
jamei  Stmeii 
Jacob  Cicajh 


Jeremiah  Vardcman 
AmbrMC  Bouttte 


liniiWrt  8  Toul 

Aobcri  Johnton,  Mcdtraur, 
CJiaflaBiKk,C&ri. 


4MO 


TaUe  tfAssedaikm  atid  (^mnbei. 


Churcha, 


tuttd. 


Tatr'»  Creek 
Biyan's 
£a^;  Hickman 
Dry  Run 
Bruikh  Foik 
Raven  Crcfk 
Sior.y  Print 
Flat  L-ck 
Elk  Lirk 
Mill  Cirek 
Rock  Bridge 
Boon's  Creek 
sd  Town  Fork 
Mount  Carmel 
Little  Huston 
Forks  of  Silai 
Ray's  Fork 
poplar  Gioye 

Churches  18 


Washington 
May's  Lick 
Bracken 
Stone  Lick 
Lee's  Cirek 
Ohio  Locust 
Richland  Craek 
Lickinff 

Forks  Salt  Lick 
Johnston 
Wilson's  Run 
Three  Mile 
Clover 

Mouth  Fleming; 
Licking  Locust 
Cedar  Hill 
Soldi-r'sRun 


Churches  17 


BuHiit'.burg 
M'mih  "f  Licking 
Fork  of  Licking 
Ft.   M'lc 
Bai '.  Li.k 
Dry  Cictk 
Middle  Creek 
^ud  L(ick 


>793 


1785 
1790 


»794 
»794 
J  795 

1801 
iSoo 
1803 

1804 


MimtUrs, 

Licking  Association.    1809. 

Held  at  Bryan's,  S^.    181 E.    SennoD  by 
John  Copner. 

AmbTQSc  Dudley 
J.  Price 
Joseph  Redding 
Jonathan  Harnett 

Le^^'is  Corhin 
liicbkrd  Thomas 

John  Conner,  Bartlett  Benoet 

A.  Baiohridge 


James  Payne 

Ministers  9  Total 

Ambrose  Dudley,  ModtrMmr^ 
John  Price,  CUrk. 

Bracken  Association.    1798. 

Held  at  Wilson's  Run,  Sent.  ^  1809.    Ser- 
mon by  Baldwin  CliftoQ. 
William  Pajnc 
Baldwin  Clifton 
John  King 

Charles  Anderson 
Joshua  Singleton 


Jilson  Hambruk 
James  Johnston 

Stephen -England 
John  Parsons 


Ministers  9  Total 

William  Payoc,  ModeuOfir. 
William  Byram,  OtriL 

North  Bend  Association.    i8oa. 

Held  at  Mud  Lick,  Boone  County,  Sept.  s^ 
1812.    Se  rmon  by  Davis  Biggs. 

Absalom  Graves,  Chichester  Matthews 
John  Beal 
Alexander  Munioe 
Jobn  Stephens 
George  Hume 

John  Watts 
Wedtn  Sieei 


.<! 


it6 
60 

4« 
43 
30 

i 

u 

s6 

J 

893 


119 

7« 

fs 

3« 

1% 

«4 
a4 

10 


ft7Q 

49 

«3 
50 


Table  tf4^s0ciatms  and  Cbwrdks. 


Chmrckes. 

Wilmington 
Point  Plcasam 
Ten  Mile 
Brash  Creek 
L.auf(ber^ 
Forks  of  Gunpowder 
Bethel 
New-Port 

Ckorcbcs  16 


1804 
1804 
1806 
1809 
181! 

tSift 

]8l9 

iSifi 


541 


GMt* 


Thomas  GrifEng,  John  Taykr 
fViiliam  Bledsoe 

Chiistopker  Wilioa 


Spencer  Creek 
Lulbulgnid 
Salt  Lick 
Prbvidence 
Unity 
Bald  Eagle 

Johnson'a^Fork 

Bethel 

Red  River 

Grier's  Creek 

Howard's  Upper  Creek 

Red  Lick 

Hopewell 

Long  Branch 

State  Union 

Mount  Pleasant 

Sycamore 

Cane  Spring 

Go»hen 

Grassy  Lick 

Stfode's  Sutioo 

Log  Lick 

£.  F.  F.  Cieek 

Cane  Creek 

Obto  River 

Jessamine 

Locust  Croek 

Salem 

Rock  Spring 

Churches  99 


179ft 

1790 
1790 


179ft 


Minister!  la  Total 

Thoniai  Griffing,  Moderator. 
Atwalom  Graves,  Cierk, 

North  District  Association. 
'«>«•— Held  at  Providence,  County  of 
Clarke,  Oct.  1807.  Sermon  by  Robert 
R*  Hunt. 

Jilson  Payne 

Robert  Elkin 
James  Quesaenbeny 

Moses  Bledsoe»  Francis  Taylor 


Isaac  Cmtcher 


Joseph  Craig 


»789 


Fork 

Deep  Creek 
Stony  Point 
Salt  River 
Roih  Creek 
Dr.'i  Fork 
Cartright's 
Sfciwny  Run 


1790 


Wingate  Jackson 

James  Rucker,  Robert  R.  Hunt 


Ministers  19  Total 

Robert  Elkin,  Moderator. 
James  French,  C/^i. 

South  District  Association. 
180S.— Held  at  Stony  Point,  Mercer  Coun- 
tv,  Sept.  1807.  Sermon  by  Jeremiah  Var- 
deman* 

Randolph  Hall 


{ames  Keel 
eremiah  Briscoe 

7.  WhiUhead 
Jonathan  Ri«e 


etmt$, 

80 

H 
et 

5 
as 

8 
874 


33 

42 

3» 

I87 

'n 

31 
99 

45 

IS 

«7 

IX 
s8 

163 

loo 

46 

119 

ft4 

fto 

68 

66 

J 

»754 


«9 

if 

loft 
33 

24 

15$ 


542 


Table  of  Associatiom  and  Churches. 


M*Conntc't 
Hang.  Fotk 
Sugar  Creek 
Pkaiant  R. 
Buffaloc  Creek 
Cnbert'a  Creek 
Unity 

ClHVcliai5 


Tatc'«  deck 
Cedar  Creek 
Mount  Nebo 
Vincy  Fork 
Hickman 
Flat  Lick 
Sinking  Creek 
Hurricane  Creek 
Clear  Creek 
White  Oak 
Bogg*i  Fork 
FlatWoodt 
Otter  Creek 
Calaway'fCrrek 
White  Oak  Fdnd 
Brush  Creek 
Maaon*f  Fork 
Head  of  Silver  Creek 
Mount  Tabor 
I>ouble  Spring* 
Big  Sinking 
Goote  Creek 
Gilead 

Cfaurcheit3 


1787 
i79« 

1783 


1786 
1792 


Mmisiers, 


1790 


Cedar  Creek 
Cox's  Creek 
Hardin's  Creek 
Simpson's  Creek 
MiUCreek 
lick  Creek 
Wilson's  Creek 
Bethel 
Kock  Creek 
Rollins  Fork 
Cedar  Creek 
Severn's  Valley 
'Nolin 

Beaver  Dam  Creek 
Baron  Creek 
Bethel 


Jeremiah  Vardeman 
Joel  Noel 


James  Rogers 


Minitten  7  Toivl 

Jeremiah  BnKoe,  Moderdtor. 
Randolph  Hall,  derk. 

Tate's  Creek  Association.     1793. 

Held  at  Eh>gg's  Fork^  Fayette  County,  Aug. 
1806.    Sermon  by  Elijah  Barnes. 

Andrew  Tribble 

Peter  Woods 

Christian  Harris,  JosepA  EMitan 

Joseph  Hudson 


i 


1700 

1789 
1791 

1787 


1789 
1782 


Thomas  Hill 

Squire  B009 

David  M'uaJn 

Henry  Brooks,  Robat  Frier,  Jesu  WMum 

Daniel  Johnson 

Elijah  Bamrs 

James  Rentfro,  John  Claik 

William  Bush 

Joel  Mathews 

Edward  Turner 

Ministers  19  Total 

Peter  Woods,  Moderator* 
Stephen  Trigg,  QerA. 

Salem  Association.    i78if. 

Held  at  Cox's  Civek,  Kelson  County^  Oct 
3,  1810.    Sermon  by  Joshua  Moms. 

ioshoa  Morris 
loses  Picrson 

Walter  Smllard 


Daniel  Walker 


'579 


Alexander  M'Dugal 


Warren  Casli,  Martin  Utteiback 


9« 
II 

70 

75 
57 
•7 
8* 
5» 
«7 
dS 

M 

11 

a 


Table  of  Atsociatms  and  Cburebes* 


548 


Mill  Creek 
Short  Creek 
Unioa 
^oihen 

Churches  so 


Bear  Graft 

Brathean's  Creek 
Chinoweth's  Rua 
Fox  Run 
Buck  and  Elk 
Beech  Creek 
Harrod'i  Creek 
Long  Run 
Salt  River 
Bethel 
Buck  Creek 
Six  Mile 
Eighteen  Mile 
Com  Creek 
Rock  Lick 
Burk's  Branch 
Cane  and  Back  Run 
Little  Mount 
Sulphur  Fork 
South  Long  Run 
Lick  Branch 
East  Floyd's  Fork 
Port  William 
Drennon's  Creek 
Twins 

Drennoo's  Ridge 
Buffaloe  Lick 
South  Benson 
Flat  Rock 
Indian  Fork 
White's  Run 
Plumb  Creek 
Little  Flock 
Floyd's  Fork 
Beach  Ridge 
Coshen 
Dover' 

Churches  37 


Mouat  Tabor 
Sinking  Creek 
Mount  Pleaiaoc 
Green  River 
Hag's  Fork 


OmiU' 


1784 
•785 

i79« 

1794 

«797 
»797 

1797 

«799 

1799 
xooe 

1800 

1801 

1801 

i8ot 
1801 

i8ofi 
i8oe 
iSoft 
t8oo 

J799 
1801 

1801 

1805 
1800 

1805 
1806 
1810 

1810 
1801 
1811 
181B 
i8ift 


MimsUrs. 


Enoi  Keith 

Ministers  8  Total 

Walter  Statlard,  Moderator, 
Joseph  Lewis,  CUrk. 

Long  Run  AssociATiOH.    1803. 

Held  at  Burk's  Branch*  Shelby  County,  Sept. 
1 8 1  &•    Sermon  by  George  Wal lcr« 

James  M'Quade 


Reuben  Smith,  Wil/iam  SiotU 

Moses  Scott 

William  KclIar,Thos.  White,  Benja.  Allen 

Joseph  Collins 

John  Penny 

George  Waller 
J.  Ruckcr 

John  Taylor 
Thomas  Wooldridge 


1798 
1804 
1803 


HiBson  Hobba 

Allen  M*Guire 

Thos.  Vaodever,  Elijah  Summers,  IT.  No6Iite 

John  Scott,  William  Morgan 

Isaac  Malin 

Phillip  Wcbb«r 

William  Hickman,  jr.  Daniel  Johnson 

Abraham  Cook,  Abraham  Bohannon 


Jonathan  Surk,  David  Stark 
Thomas  Martin 


Ministers  28  Total 

John  Penny,  Moderator, 
John  ScoiX,  Clerk, 

GttE£N  River  AssociATiOK.    i8co. 

Held  at  Dripping  Spring,  Barren  Co.  July 
i8ifi.    Sermon  by  Jacob  Lock* 

Jacob  Lock,  John  Conlec 


Samuel  Gresthoose 


87 

43 
eo 

1198 


I 


68 

id6 

17 

«4t 
170 

107 

ISft 

89 

77 

3« 
lao 

64 
60 

7t 

74 

67 
64 

«7 
sa 

43 

*B 

2837 


i6b 
7» 


¥f 


M« 


T^kk  of  A$MMmtt  and  Cbmrbei. 


Ckurckti. 


Clover*!  Creek 
Beaver  Dam 
Dripping  Spring 
4letDiebcin 
Concord 
Panclieoa  Canp 
Salem  ^ 
Long  Creek 
8l»^.  Cmk 
uniod 

Sulphur  Spring 
TrammePiFork 
Middle  Fork 
Mount  Piigak 
Providence 
Lick  Fork 
Blue  Spring 
Dover 

Centre  Creek 
Hazef  Creek 
Nelson*!  Creek 
3andy  Creek 
Xkk  Creek 
Smiihf!  Grove  * 
Beaver  Dim 
Ivy 

Mount  Zion 
Boiling  Spring 

Chufthes  33 


Meadow  Creek 
Brush  Creek 
Mount  Gilcad 
Good  Hope 
Trammel'!  Creek 
Sion 

Liu  Camp 
IJhercy 

Pilman'i  Creek 
Otter  Cieck 
HopewcU 
ftaud  I..ick 
4.  Folk  Nolln 


8of 


800 

804 

i&>4 


Chutcbea  13 


C!rar  Fork 
Kodrlng  River 

Bt«  Spr.iic 

Wc»t  Fnrk 
Ga»cy's  Fork 


MauUrsm 


Rmfph  Petty 


806 

80a 
8e9 


R.  Stockton 
Zacbariai  Edmerson 
Aogustin  Clayton 


fotAtui  Wi&orn 
John  Hightower 

Z.  Morris 


I 


99 

10 

810 

'^\ 
805 

8c9 

812 


Kdwaid  Tomer 
Jonatbsn  Tiaaer 

William  Rathff 
Waller  Waider 
I^wia  Former 
Benjamia  TaUiott 


8l2 

8x0 


1791 


John  Taylor 

Mioifieri  t8      *  Total 

Jacob  Lock,  Moderator, 
\Valrer  Waidcr,  Otri. 

Rui$el*sCrkekAssociation.  1804, 

Held  at  Biu&h  Creek,  Green  Comity,  Sept. 

1811.    ScrnMo  by  Iiaac  Hodgen* 
John  Chaudoia 
William  Matthews 

Iluac  Hodgen 
John  Chandler 
Thomas  i:kaggs 
H.  G.  VVaggoner 
Joseph  Co^dill,  Jacoh  Gmn 
David  Eikin,  jfmmes  Skaggt 


JaelCorden^  James  Larrimort 
Jariil  Dodgt 

Ministers  13  Total 

Isaac  Hodgen,  Moderator, 
John  Chandler,  Oerk. 

Stockton»s  Valley  Association. 
i8o4.«^He!d  at  Salem,  Cnmberland  Coun- 
ty, Sept.  181 1 .   Sermon  byWilliam  Ray. 

J.  Denton 


«4«9 


T^  t^  Amciaikm  mA  6kmktt.  ^tA 


Cktnrcket. 

€(dlins*s  River 
M'ickorj  Creek 
Big  Fork 
Rinoi*s  Creek 
Sinkioir  Spring 
HeadorColKnsliRiver 
Mill  Creek 
Comberland 
BUckbttni'f  Fork 

Churches  14 


MmuitTs* 


William  txf 
Lewis  £lliioa 


SO 
H 

Id 

Si 


m 


i7,ii» 


John  B.  Langan,  Tkokat  ka^ 

Mintsten  5  t*oUl 

Isaac  Denton*  HMtrat&r* 
Witltam  Wood,  CUri. 

EnlANciFATiMc  Society,    iltdj* 

The  MiDDtes  of  this  Society  have  noi  been 
received  ferftar  Ireah  past.  We  shall  com- 
pate  them  at  is  Churches,  itt  Mimsiers,  and 
total'number  of  members 

The  sum  total  of  the  Baptists  in  lCennicky».acco«ding  to  the  MUmtea  rc» 
ftrre^  to,  stands  thus  :  Associations  13,  Cnnithes  ^63,  Ministers  t4S|  and 
men^rs 

It  will  be  observed,  that  some  Associations  are  represented  as  thev  sto6d  1 
numiMTT  of  years  ago«  The  author  could  not  convcnientljr  visit  aU  the  As- 
sociations in  this  extensive  State,  when  he  pnicd  through  tt  in  the  winter  of 
1809  and  10.  He  obuined  the  latest  Minutes  he  could,  Wrote  many  letters 
lor  others,  which,  for  some  reason,  have  not  come  to  hand. 

Mbsrs.  Samuel  J.  Mills  and  John  T.  Schermerhorn,  two  young  mitusttn 
t>f  th^  Fed6ba|>tfst  persihsion,  tb  the  summer  of  18  is.  *' commenced  a  tour 
through  ttie  western  and  south*wcttern  parts  of  the.  United  States,  to  learn 
the  situation  of  the  people  with  regard  to  religion,  and  toberform  missiona- 
ry lalour  as  they  had  opporUniity."  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mills,  to  the  Trus- 
tees df  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut,  we  bnd  among  other  state- 
mentk  our  respecting  the  Baptists  in  Kentucky  $  by-  which  it  appears, 'that  in 
the  lite  l«4ivals  ill  tits  State,  there  have  b^en  great  Additions  to  the  Associa* 
tions  wtoie  fat^  Mincilel  we  have  not  received.  This  statement  was  made 
in  December,  i9i«,  doubtleis  from  Minutes  of  the  Associations  for  that 
year ;  <nd  pineSllftiriig  these  gentlemen  would  not  ^aggetate  the  account  of 
the  Bafftlsts,  we  shall  give  the  present  sum  total  of  the  denominarion  in  Ken- 
tucky, as  they  gave  it,  vie.  Churches  C63,  Minisleri*  14^1  communicants    ifti66ot 

*  Ordained  ministers  only  are  probably  counted  h^re. 

t  This  suteroent  appears  to  have  been  made  with  c-ndodt  and  corttictnte.  tt  il 
found  in  No.  67,  page  syo  of  the  Connecticut  Evangelical  Magazine.  In  the 
68th  No.  of  tbie  same  work,  a  commentator  on  this  statement,  as  if  offended  at  the 
tight  of  so  large  a  body  of  baptized  believers  iti  th^  western  regions,  endeavours  to 
whittle  them  down  in  the  following  manner  t  "  Thie  Baptists  prevail  |>rincinilly  i^ 
Kenmcky.  Of  these  it  is  said  there  ire  142  preachers,  963  churches,  and  ft  1.669 
communicants.  The  greater  part  of  these  preachers  sustain  that  diaracter  but  par* 
titUy,  preaching  or  exnorting  as  eirctmistances  or  a  disposition  may  afford  opportu^ 
nity,  punuiiig  the  wi>rk  of  the  ministry,  not  as  the  busmess,  but  merely  te  ihe  ocea* 
sional  duty  of  life.  A  considerable  part  of  them  do  not  pceacb  statedly  oil  the  Sab* 
bath,  and  the  greater  part  do  not  susuin  the  ministerial  character  on  any  other  dby  of 
the  week.  In  sayiq^  this,  I  meao  no  itMimation  coacerning  thetr  moral  or  Christiaa 
character,  but  mcreV^  to  show  in  what  sease  they  are  to  be  considered  as  tcachen  of 
religion.  Their  churches  have  fit,66o  eommuaicants.  It  is  well  known  tio  be  th« 
practice  of  that  denomination,  particularly  in  the  western  cooniiyi  to  receive  to  their 
communion  the  greater  ptrt  of  those,  who  are  coHstdcred  as  hilot^ng  to  their  co^ 
gregation.  rncluding  many  youths  and  children.  In  this  aomber  we  caoaot  seasoa^ 
abiy  include  more  than  seven  or  eight  tbouss^nd  families*  Probably  about  4^600 
peopte."  That  is,  (he  whole  population  of  the  BSiptists  in  KeBtuekyvirftbaU  their 
congregations,  is  but  about  double  the  numbai  of  their  QOifmnmieanis;«*»-«It  b** 

TOL.  3.  69 


5«e 


TaUe  rfAuHkHmt  md  Cburdm^ 


Ohrcief* 


I 


\ 


Duck  Creek,  former- 
ly ColambU 
Little  Miami 
Carpenrrr**  Ru» 
Cirar  Crctk 
FairlieM 
E,k  CVck 
Clover  Fork 
Nine  Mile 
P!s.>a«ant  Ron 
Clough  Creik 
Leban<Mi 
Hopewell 
Staunton 
SaleAi 

MudHy  Creek 
Middle  Run 
Bcffael 
Mill  Creek 
Bethlebcm 
Todd's  Fork 
UoioQf  on  Indian  Creek 
Churches  ti 


•790 


Ames 

Pleasant  Run 
Old  Chrltcdibe 
Salt  Creek 
Libeny 


Obk. 


MbuUeft* 


Miami  AssociATioir.    1797. 

Held  at  Duck  Creek,  Hamflton  County,  Sept 
11,  1  $1  $•    Setmon  by'  Daaiel  Ciaik . 

William  Jones 

Moics  Fraaee 
Cyrus  CraM 


Tames  Lee,  Stephen  Card 
J«mts  Abrams 
William  Robb 

Tobn  CorWy 
Daniel  CUck 


1800 
1801 


Heiekiah  Stitcs 

Peter  Poyner 

Abraham  Griffiths 

Ministers  1 1  Total 

John  Mason,  Moderator. 
William  Jones,  Oak. 

Straight  Crbek  Association 

Was  jprobably  formed  in  18 it.  Ko  infonBa- 
don  ttom  it  has  been  received,  only  that  it 
has  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  Miami. 
It  is  prc^bly  to  the  north  of  that  body  in  this 
State.  We  shall  compute  its  ouniber  of 
churches  at  ta,  its  ministers  at  8^  and  iu  tocai 
number  of  membefs  at 

Scioto  Associatiok;    i8o5» 

Held  at  Pleasant  Run,  Fairfield  County,  Sept. 
i8«9.    Sermon  by  Samuel  Comer. 

Abraham  Pugsley 

Samuel  Comer,  Lewis  Sites,  Martin  Cofman 

JobnW.  Louf  borough 

WiHiam  Brundage 


IB 

'^ 

n 

45 

sa 

11 
«t 

904 


6o* 


95 

kmgs  to  the  Kemacky  brethren  to  vindicate  themselves  from  this  ahndeioos 
charge ;  but  the  author  ctnnOt  forbear  obtcrving,  that,  from  his  personal  knowledge, 
it  is  m  the  main,  egregioiuly  ialic«  The  mhiisters,  who  are  said  to  sostam  that  char* 
acter  but  partially,  do  indeed  in  many  instances  from  necessity  laboor  fn*  their  liveh*. 
hood  I  but  it  is  prf«ttRied  they  wMild  not  be  afraid  to  connt  sermons^  dnriog  the 
consae  of  a  year«  with  the  clergy  of  Conoccticot*  That  the  Baptiats  m  Kentucky 
ropeive  to  their  eomouinion  the  (pntcr  pert  of  their  congregationis  children,  youths, 
Ack  in  the  sense  here  intended,  is  absolutely  ontnie ;  for  they  hold  to  the  momtrous 
doetime  of  close  commtmion.  Like  their  brethfcyi  in  all  tlie  other  States,  they  ad- 
mit nMie  as  commuofeanis,  whether  old  or  young,  of  their  own  or  other  congress- 
tions.  until  they  have  be«o  buried  in  baptism,  and  none  are  baptised  but  such  as  gtvc 
jitw^iory  e«i(*eice  that  their  hearts  mc  been  changed  by  grace. 


TaUe  ^AtM^oHfm  and  CbitrA^, 


S4i 


Ckurcket* 


Lickeo 
Bethel 
Tomelui 
Lcnoel 


Ckurc)iet9 


Provideoce 

Valley  of  Acfaor 

Coocord 

SbarOQ 

New'-Lliboa 

Bcthcidi 

Unit/ 

Girmel 

Hopewell 

Lebanon 

Bethel 

Jefieiton 

Chnrchct  ift 


tuud. 


1808 


181s 
i8ift 
181a 


Mnhttfs* 


Itaac  M'Hemy 

Mtnisieri  7  Tpt^l 

Nathan  Cory,  Moderator. 
Peter  Jackion,  Clerk, 

Bbaver  Association.    1809.* 

Jleld  m  WarrcQ,  Aug.  19,  1813.    Who 
preached  the  Sermoi),  dooa  not  appear. 

Henry  Frazure 

Adamion  Benily,  JoAm  Wilson 
Thomas  G.  Jones         ^  ^ 

Thomas  Rigaon 
William  West 
Andrew  CUfk 


George  Miller 

Joshua  Woodworth 

Min»ters9  Total 

*The  minutes  of  this  Association  have 
been  sent  on  since  the  account  of  it  in  Vol.  11. 
p.  868,  was  printed. 
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31 

43. 

49 

i 

34 
44 


Elk-Honi 

Twin  Creek 

Dry  Fork 

Kew-Hope 

Whitewater 

Cedar  Grove ' 

Mount  Bethel 

Pro\'idence 

Lawrenceborgh 

Indian  Creek 

West  F.  Whitewater 

Churches  11 


Wab»b 
Bethel 


Indiana  Territorj. 

Wnitb  Water  AsfociATiON.  18091) 

Held  at  Logan  Towoshipy  Dearborne  Coun- 
tr,  Aug*  15,  iiSiA*  Sermon  by  William 
Tyncr. 

1806  Lazarus  Whitehead 
William  Williams 


i8ott 
1807 
1807 
tSoA 
1808 
1808 
1807 
1810 
1811 


1806 
1806 


Joahna  Palmer 

Willivtf  Tynrr,  Lewis  Deweese 

John  Caldwell 

Ezra  Ferris,  Smomel  McMillan 

William  Wilson 

Ministers  7        ^  Total 

Lewis  Deweese,  Moderator, 
Ezra  Ferris,  Clerk. 

SiLVEK  Creek  Association.  t8it. 
No  Minutes  of  this  body  have  been  receir* 
•d.  Its  cborchrs  are  9,  iu  ministers  probably 
5,  and  the  total  number  of  its  members  wc 
»haU  compnie  at 

Wabash  AisocxATiOK.    1809. 
Held  at  Bethel,  Knox  County,  Oct.  8o»  1810. 

Sermon  by  Geor|e  Waller. 
Jfonatkan  Ruble 
Samnel  Jones 


7* 

I 

93 
4» 
43 

^4 


3e« 


33 


34i         Table  ifSal^sMrilBm  OfMM/  Qe^i^lnmu. 


Ckmckes. 

P»takf    . 
Sufem 
Una  Creek 

f .  Pigeon  Cfoek 

C^rches  $ 


Kew*Hofie 

Bethel    ^ 

£benezer 

Sew-Providence 

A^rgan's  Fork 

Ba^you  Piene 

SaVepta 

Ease  l^orl; 

ZionHUI 

Shiloji . 

Tancipiho 

Half  Moon  BiulF 

Jerutalera 

Clear  Cicek 

Pierce'iCreeV 

Bogcchito 

Mount  Nebp 

Peniel 

A{rsqM>  Church 

Churches  ap 


5fopUnton,  R.  I. 
Ucwport,  R.  I. 
Cohiitiscy,  N.  J. 
PUcataway,  N.  J- 
Wa^erford,  Coi|ji 
BurltOKton.  Con. 
Aerlin,  N.Y. 
Brookfiel^  K.  Y. 
3>cniy»er,  N.  Y* 
LouCf^kf'Va. 

Salem,  Va« 
S^lcm,  N.  !• 

Churchy  19 


1808 

t8o9 
18  IP 


Mmistfrs. 

Alexander  Deyiii 
Jam^  Martin 
laaac  M'Coy 
Supktn  SirteAiimf 

Mioistert  &  '  TMal 

Alexander  Devin.  ModmUor, 
William  Polkq,  Oerk. 
^  There  19  a  ipiiuke  in  the  number  of  tkis 
Anociatloo  in  Vol.  II.  p.  |Q3« 


t4? 


iShiisipfi  Terwitory^ 

Missisippi  Association.    i8|p>    I 

Ueid  at  BayoB  Pierre,  Cbiboume  Coaoty, 
Qct.  1^  1813.    Scnnon  by  Gcoffe  "' 


MofeiHadley,  Eztkifil  C^Q^ 
Ezra  Courtney 
Htnry  HumUe 

jfoitaA  flomer 
L.  Scarborough 

Thomas  Meiccr,  Itham  Keulet,  G.  W. 

Robert  Si|titb 

Howcl  Wall 


77 
101 

J? 

83 
41 
13 


1708 
1671 

1737 
^705 


Mioittefa  13  Total 

lioses  HadW,  lSoiexaM»fk, 
George  W.  King,  Orri. 

£NCE.— Meld  at  Cohantey,  hT.  J,  Juwe 
10, 1813.    Sermoa  (ty  Gideon  Woodci^ 

Matihew  8iilhu«ii 

Henry  Bardick,  Arnold  Blisi 

Jobo-OaVts 

Gideon  Wooden 

David  Rogers,  Jabcf  Beel^,  jun. 


^ 


J  780. 

1.297 
1 


William  Satterlee 

Hewy  CUfke 

David  Dayib 

John  Davis 

John  Davisy  £I4er  of  both  Churchps 

Jao^Ay&TS 

Ministers  t«  Tot^l 

JolfQ  DanM,  Moder4^9r, 
.1  a^ob  West,        {  #5-^, 
Lewis  Titp^wfftb,  J  ^^^*- 


9» 

:.tl3 

lit 

85 

3 

8^ 


Th«  delegation  to-this  Conference,  at  iw  last  session  wqi  not  fall  t  no  wfewitoon 
om  a  number  of  churches  was  received.     I  have  made«  out  the  statement  oripa 
astors,  and  the  number  of  Churches,  from  the  Minotes  of  i8p8y  and  60m  tcfounif 
eceivcd  fiom  iadividuali  &om  different  parts. 


Cbfcici. 


yanaimth 

Sholb^nie 
Sliepl^rdf 
€iiy<irSc.  TobM 
Meof  St.  Johat 


Churcheifli 


EMtpprt 
NvfaBuagM 
£ait  (ay 
Pa^  Koiia 


UNASSOCIATED  CHURQilM. 

KovA  Scotia  &,  Ne^  Bhunsw^ck. 

1807  Humlhriang 
i8op  Enoch  Tovver 


Mt 


181P 


Charcbet  fto 


Krenmrood,  I>f  •  H» 


Minchester 

9d  Shaitibury 
Wallinsford 
West  Clarendon 
Ease  Ctarcndoa 
Mount  Holly 
»irtlind 
Waterliary 
Wliite  Hall 
^cst  HavcQ 


1771 

1809 

1791 


1781 
1780 
1780 


1794 


Nevconb 


There  are  betides  thcte,  ybout  15  chorchea  10 
both  Provincca  nauiociated,  making  19^ 
wbOM  number  hts  not  been  ^hiHiied. 
Thefe  are  probably  bcloeging  to  them,  10 
miniiten;  and  they  may  aver^  35^  mak- 
ing tioul  of 

Miniitm  i|  Totnl 


BlSTHlQT   Qf  MaIH«% 


Henry  A.  Clarhci 


Cborchcia  10 


Tiibary,  NUnha's  V. 
hdito  Church,  Gay  > 
ItediMaaha'aV.  $ 


Tb»  w  Ac  aute  oftheae  churohct  i»  48flo. 
There  Were,  at  thai  limcn  in  thii  Oiitrict,  16 
od^f  charcbes  not  aiao^atcd.  I  conclude 
the  Qumbtr  ia  ncil  leu  now.  There  m^y 
be  in  them  8  miniaiersi  ind  we  ihall  com- 
pute them  at  a^  each,  niaJuog  a  total  of 
Ministers  9  Total 

Samuql  Shep9.Td»  Ejiphalel  Merrill,  Joo^itbail 
Thing,  Ja^ez  7Wki  ^«»7  Feoff 


Vaa^iiONT. 

Calvin  Cbamberlaip 
Cyprian  Dmuner 

RoMdal 

Tinkhvn 


5 


William  M«CttUer 
Daniel  hcker 
Timothy  Grow 
Exra  Butler 

r-MUler 

Puuism 


computed  at 


6» 
4P 


1780 
old 


Besides  the  nftiniiten  named,  there  are  bcloRg- 
ing  to  these,  eburchv,  Elders  Parker 
Reynolds,  HeniyChamlberUin,  — —  Bab- 
coca,  and  —  Carpenter.  Mr.  Rowley 
supposes  that  in  ;|be  fivq  churches  of  East 
and  West  Clarendon,  Whitehall,  Walling- 
ford,  and  West  Haven,  ^tt  about  joo  mem* 
be/s,  which  wit!  le^ve  tt  be  added 

Mini«(CV  14  Total 


Mas.sachu!|ett$. 


Thomas  Jcffec 


computed  at 


«50  TaUe  <fUi 

Ckunkti* 


1st  SwanwA* 

Dighton 

Belliiiehani 

lit  Aihfield 

•d  Aihfield 

Conway 

Shelburnc 

Whatcly 

Brniardst€B 

Rovre 

SpcitigfitM 

Charcbei  13 


1st  Newport 
4ih  Newport 
ist  Titciion 
N  ortb'ProvHleiice 
Ovemry 
Fofttcr 
Coventiy 
Foitet  &  Sterling 

Cburchet  8 


Aibford 
WilUngtoa 
Scrffbrd 
Pfwon 
fldSuQeld    . 

Winconbury 
Middletown,  U.  Houcet 
WUtOD  and  Ridgefield 
CburchciS 


rayette  Street,  city 
Mulberry  Street,  do. 
Uainn  do. 

Mount  Pleatani 
Great  Nine  Partnen 
^ou|{hkeepfic 

Mexico 

Turin 

Clarence,  H.  Purchase 

ChennBgOi  Greene  Co. 

Smyrna 


Churches  81 


1663 
177a 

1761 

17W 

:^ 

1789 
1789 

1811 


in. 

1685 
1789 

t8l8 


Aboer  Lewia 

Silai  Hail,  a.  m.  Daoid  Afaumam 


Keyet 


1774 
1780 


Eoot  Sniih 

'         Loomif 
Jotiab  Goddtrd, 
David  Long 


William  Htsbbard 

Miuisters  10 

Rhodi-Islamb. 

Michael  Eddy 
WiHiam  Moore 
&:iaatnin  Peckbam 
Rufus  Teft 

SnBplicd  by  Amoa  Wells 
John  Hammond 

■  "  Stone 
Joiiab  Bennec 

Minlsten  9 

CONNICTICUT. 

Frederick  Wi|;htman 
David  Lilli^ridj^e 
Lyon 


Toul 


Total 


1804 

180,^  Caleb  Green 

17%  Ashbel  Gil  let 

1800 

1811 


1791 

181  i 
>79o 


18c 


9 

[07 


Ministers  4 


corofmtedat 


Toul 


K  c  w-Yo  R  K. 


l8]2 

18111 


John  Willtaimf,  WllUatn  Pieicc 

Archibald  MacUy,  Benjamin  Asbley 

Sylvian  Bljotat 

Stephen  S.  Nelson,  A.  m. 

Ministers  not  known,  computed  ac 

Lewis  LeofMrd 

Gamaliel  Barns    *  . 

Stephen  Parsons 

Salrnon  Bell,  computed  at 

icdu.  Gr^y, ?^ Kellogg, Holcombe 
ohii  Mudge 

Besides  thcs^  ihcrci  are,  not  far  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  Associadon,  in  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase, and  near  tSc  Chenango  River,  the  10 
fol!owias  churches,  which  have  no  ministcirs, 
viz.  Bhck  Lake,  consiimred  in  1809,  Rossel, 
1809.  Malotle,  1807,  Oswegatclue,  1809, 
Can>bray,  18 j  I,  Poulfncy,  Vcinon,  Batavia, 
i8tS)  Oaiieadca,  iSis,  and  Edi^n,  1818. 
They  pjob»b!y  contain  at^ut  M  each,  mak* 
ing  a  tot^al  of 

Ministers  14  Total 


30 


75 

»74 

85 
35 

ICO 

7M 


40 
100 

40 
109 

40 

SO 
40 


375 
800 

«5 

90 
100 

¥> 

20 
130 

H 


*  h  ought  ie  have  been  mentioned  In  ihi?  history  of  tbis  cbutch,  that  it 
farm  wOrtb  four  or  fii'V  thocssaad  doUais,  hesidei  abocft  a  thousnid  Mlin  m 


«334 
iiis  a 

fiiadh 


TaBU  of  Weekly  C^mtmien  Churches^  ^c.         551 


Cbrclef* 

Barriston,  L.  Caiuida 
ScittoD,  do. 

Hatley  &  Stimteadi  do. 
St.  Armandi  do. 


Wyoniiog,  Peno* 

Covenant  lodqimdcnt 
Bapcitt    Cburcbci 
Pa.  &\'t 


■l 


tutu. 

tSoi 


Mimiersn 


ChoTclies  194 


Roawell  Smith 
Winiam  Mar»h 


The  three  last  cbtirdies  formerly  bel<tt|spd 
to  the  Richmond  Attociadon,  and  this  was 
their  stare  in  1810. 

David  Dioiock,  Grifin Lewis,  Joel  Rofs^th  } 
cooiputed  at  { 

Or. Thomas  Hersey  and  others  to  the  num- 
ber of  five  i  total  number  of  membeia 
conputcd  at 

Ohio. 
In  ido9,  there  were  in  this  Sute  t^  churches 
not  associated.  The  numhcr  has  prohablv 
aioch  iiicreaibed  since  that  period.  Wi*  shall 
estimate  them  at  30,  their  ministert  at  15,  and 
heir  average  number  at  30,  making  a  total  of 

By  information  from  conren)Oiidenti  thrre 
ire  a  number  of  churches  in  the  new  settle* 
mertfs  in  New»Yoik,  of  which  no  ^ejinite  ac- 
counts have  been  obtained.  There  is,  if  mw 
an  Assoeiaiiooy  the  remains  of  one  near  the 
Mtssiaappi  Rivet,  in  the  Illinois  Territory. 
1 1  is  aUo  believed  there  are  a  number  di  new 
churches  in  some  of  the  other  western  Terri- 
tories, wfiosB  names  have  not  been  obtained. 
In  a  number  of  the  southern  and  western 
Suit<»s,  some  few  churche*  are  to  be  fimnd,  of 
which  no  notice  hu  jet  been  taken.  I  think 
it  will  be  a  modeiate  calculation  to  sun^e 
that  there  are,  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Territories,  of  unastodaied  church- 
es yet  lemaining,  ^o,  of  ministers  S3,  and  of 
menbers 

j     Sum  total  of  Ministers  119,  Membcii 


10 
68 


300 

too 


900 


V500 
97*9 


CHURCHES  WHICH  HOI  D  TO  WEEKLY  COMMUNION,  AND 

COMMUNE  WITH  NO  OIHERS. 


Charlestown,  Mass. 
fid  Ditto. 
Hartford,  Coo. 
Ncw-Yof  k  city 
BaUifnore 
Bcaufoft,  S.  C. 

Chuf  chei  6 


U,    f 


s8o8  [Walter  Balfour 
i8c9  Oliver  Holdcn 

Henry  Grew 
iBio  Errcti  and  Ovingron,  computed  at 
1809  coinpuicd  at 

James  Graham,  computed  at 

Ministers  6  TotA 

There  may  be  oihcr  cbutches  of  this  xerti- 

mem,  which  have  not  come  to  the  kuo%l- 

edge  of  the  author. 

FREE-WILL  BAPTISTS.. 

The  names  of  many  churches  aor!  ministers 
in  this  connexion  ha\e  been  obtained  ;  but  oi 
a  great  nnniber  no  information  has  Wen  re- 
ceived. I  have  learnt  so  much  of  their  »iate« 
that  I  thick  we  may  s^fejy  csriniatr  their 
churches  at  150,  »heir  minivers  at  f^o,  anc\ 
iheii  tun)  tourf  of  membcis  at 


SO 
?o 

A  jo 


/ 


/ 


xcooo 


I  Bvd^  kopw  WBBt  iMmmt  to  five  oT 
tlio«»  wlK>caU  tbtmelvctGlrtitmf.  Sqoic 
of  them  compite  thdf  oliaiber  at  to  or  ^d 
thooand.  It  b  hojped  tb^fc  are  moie  dMHi 
this  mliiibet  of  OlniTaMf  ih  Amerka.  fiat 
tlioae  under  tootitoationt  weahatl  oompme 
tt  40  chnidicai*  40  mmirteit«  and  of  oiem* 
ben 


TUNKER  BAFTIStS. 

Since  ttie  iccomit  of  ihoe  people  went  to 
pren,  I  have  been  idfonned  of  mme  of  wbotn 
1  bad  before  obtairifed  no  account.  It  will 
tm>bably  be  much  below  tbeir  number  10 
compute  them  at  «•  cburdiesi  30  miniitien, 
and  total  of  membto 

There  are  a  number  of  mixed  conmnmoii 
churches,  situated  mostly*  in  New*York,  of 
which  I  can  give  n^  account. 

^  Elder  HIcks's  churcb,  in  Dartmouth, 
Mass.  is  said  OQw  to  contain  about  a  thousand 
membeia* 


SXJMMART  VIEW  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


1  Nora    Scotii 

and     N^w- 
Brunswick 
fi  Lincoln 
I  Bowdoinham 
I  Cumberland 
A  N^.  Hampshire 

6  Meredith 

7  Dublin 

o  Woodstock 
9  Sbaftsbury 

10  Vermont 

11  F  airfield 
11  U.^nviUe 

13  BsfTC 

14  Boston 

1.5  Sturbridge 

16  licyden 

17  Wcitficld 

18  Warren 

19  Yearly  Meeting 
So  Sionington 

tt  GiotooUnion  > 
Conference  { 
nt  Danbury 
S3  Nrw-Yofk 

4  Warwick 

A  Union 

6  Rcniellearville 


<9 

*i 
«4 

^8 
6 

«5 
3a 
«3 

IS 

11 

It 

to 

«7 


S 

»7 
ftft 

ift 


I 


13 


so 

fOl 

i6t 


35 

«4 

*4 
tt 

6 

3 

21 

ft 

4 

«3 

fiO 

»3 

7 
4« 

12 

ft2 

8 

16 
fi6 
16 

7 
16 


IB^O 


t7  Saratoga 
fiu  Lake  Geoi^e 

29  Essex 

30  St.  Lawrence 

31  Black  RiYer 

32  Otsego 

33  Fratrklin 

34  Madison 

35  CavoRa 

31  Holland  Pur- 
chase 

37  Thurlcw 

38  Ncw-Jcrser 

36  Philadei|)hia 

40  Cbemun(( 

41  Abington 

42  Red  Stone 

43  Delaware 

44  Baltimore 

45  SalisbuT)' 

Virginia. 
16  Aaociatioos 

61  Kehukee 

63  Neusc 

64  Cape  Fear 

65  ChoWan 

66  Raleigh 


i 


■J 

6 

4 
9 

n 

40 

10 

11 
91 

«4 
It 

3 

"2 

18 
14 

B83 

3» 
tt 


13 

3 

t 

1 

6 
le 

10 

8 

s6 

^! 

■9 

4 

to 

4 
11 

4 


t83 

ti 
8 

9 

9 

10 


r 


t^D 


•fit 

4«« 

<9S3 
1153 

2^17 

35^9 

■79 

1000 

1943 

*6*7 
457 
S49 

1353 


35164 


Summary  View  of  Associations. 


S5S 


67  Flat  River 

68  Country  Line 

69  San(i);  Creek 

70  Y4dkio 

71  Mountain 

72  I^cnch  Broad 

73  Charl  'sion 

74  £dj(efield 

76  Bethel 
70  Sabda 

77  Broad  Rtirer 
70  Savannah 

79  Gsorf^ia 
So  Hcphsibah 
8 1  Sarepta 
Ss  Ockmulgee 

83  HoUtoB 

84  Tenndsee 

85  Wathineton 

80  Cumberland 
87  Red  River 
80  Concord 
89  £lk  River 

Kentucky. 
»3  Aasociationa 

10^  Miami 
10 1  Straight  Creek 
loj  Scioto 
SoS  Braver 

1 07  White  Water 

108  Silver  Creek 

109  \yabaih 
1  ?b  Missisipd 
111  Sabbatarian  7 

Couference  ) 

^  Many  Associa- 
tion! 60  not  enter 
the  namca  of  anf 
minister!  on   their 


r 


fii66o 


176764 


Minatei»       unless 
they  are  d^lejppited 
10  meet  with  diem* 
A       considerable 
number    |pve    no 
m  arks  oFdisti  action 
by  which  we  can 
tell  who  are  minis- 
ten  aiid  who  are 
QOt*  In  these  cases, 
I  have   put  down 
none  as  minisfers, 
except  the  rduling 
of     the     mfaiutes 
meoiioaed  them  as 
such.    The  names 
» of  unordained, min- 
isters    are    ofren- 
er    oittitted    than 
others.  From  these 
constderatioat,!  am 
inclined    to  think 
(lie  re  are  in  all  the 
A<isociations4       at 
least  75  ordafned, 
and  loo  naordained 
ministers^      whose 
names  do  not  ap- 
pear on  the  Min- 
utes, making  in  all 

Associated 

Unassociated 

Thosa  who  bold  to 
weekly  com- 
munioD 

Free  Will  Baptists 

Those    who    call 
tbemselva  Chris- 
tians 
<  TuokerBaptisti 

Sum  total 


2693    2142 


1785s 

97>9 


«3» 
loopo 


5000 
1500 

80418^ 


From  the  many  obscnrHkms  I  b«ve  made  on  the  ipiead  of  Baptist  principles,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  that  without  counting  that  class  in  Massachusetti  and  Cottnecti- 
«ae,  who  hang  to  the  denomtnactOn  merely  by  certificates,  we  may  reckon  seven 
adherents,  to  one  communiicam.  Upon  this  mode  of  cakalation,  the  omnber  of 
adherents  will  amount  to  1,433,915,  which,  added  to  thecommuiiicaiiti,  will  make 
the  sum  total, of  the  Baptin  deoominatinn  in  Ameiica,  1,638,760;  that  is,  more 
than  one  fi&h  of  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  and  Territories* 


YOL,  2. 


70 


AD  VEJtTISEMEMT. 

IT  18  hoped  that  the  iDcreaaedsiae  of  this  woilc,  win  hr  a  safficient 
i^pdQgy  tothe  subacnben^farthedehiy  of  iupuhlicatian.  The  letters,  and 
■mie  other  articles  in  the  first  pait  of  both  volumes,  would  have  been  print- 
ed  on  small  type,  had  it  been  expected  the  pages  woald  have  sweUed  so 
flSocH  beyond  th^  number  first  proposed.  Many  parts  of  the  composiaon  the 
writer  would  have  been^  glad  to  have  ittouched;  many  accoiints  might 
have  been  made  shatter,  could  he  have  had  moi^  time  to  prepare  them ; 
and  some  repetitions  inlg^t  have  bren  avoided,  could  he  have  reviewed  the 
whole  work  before  any  of  it  was  printed,  and  not  been  obliged  tio  pass  rapid- 
ly from  one  volume  and  article  to  another,  to  supply  two  presses  with  copy. 
Should  any  mistakes  of  importance  be  discovered,  in  the  numerous  accounts 
which  he  has  collected  widi  so  nmdi  labour  and  care,  he  wiU  esteem  it  a 
&vour  to  be  informed  of  them.  And  should  any  statements,  of  matters  cf 
a  disputable  nature,  be /krovei/ to  be  incorrect,  it  wiU  be  his  duty  and  pleasure 
to  correct  them,  should  another  edition  be  called  for  in  his  day;  ashisdesgo 
throughout  has  been  to  puTluo  0e  plami  road  of  natxaticn,  and  not  die 
thorny  one  of  contraveny* 

Three  yeiursfhim  this  date^  that  n,  in  the  beginning  of  1617,  ^ould  the 
anthor's  life  tie  continued,  he  proposes  to  publish  separately,  a  second  Uble  d 
AsaodationB  and  Churches,  at  which  tune,  and  hideed  annually  the  inter- 
veraog  dane,  Ik  desires  to  have  forwarded  to  him  the  Afinutes  cf  all  Aasocis-' 

tMBS  which  are  now  in  bemg,  or  which  may  hereafter  arise. 


9f  Since  the  acoouiit  of  the  India  Mlsrion  was  printed,  Mr«  Rick,  whcae 
name  Is  there  mentioned,  has  returned  to  America,  to  soMdt  the  aid  or 
the  Baptists  m  ^  country,  towards  the  arduous  and  bmevoient  design 
of  propagating  the  gospel  m  In^a.  Mr,  Judsok  is  now  on  the  field  of 
missionarv  Ubonr,td  which  Mr.  Kick  proposes  soon  to  return.  Befiore 
hb  arrival,  Socielles  ffx  Foreten  Mimxn  nad  been  formed  In  BoBttn, 
Salem,  Haverhni,  and  Provideince;  Since  that  event,  shnilar  Sodeties 
have  lieen  oiganiaed  in  K^-'York,  Philaile]|>hiai  WasMngton  and  Baht-, 
snore,  Richniond,  Charleston,  Sai^stmiih,  uid  seme  other  |riaces>  ^• 
Rice  has  travelled  through  the  States ;  has  met  wi^  much  encoorsge- 
mdit  in  his  designs ;  has  collected  about  a  thousand  dollars,  cxdosive  « 
what  Societies  have  nused ;  and  a  promisiDg  prospect  presents  itselfcthst 
liberal  pieans  wjU  soon  be  providea  Ibr  sen&g  Baptin  Missionaries  f*^ 
Cdumbia's  favoured  shores  to  India's  benighted  realms. 
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Delaware.    Welsh  Tract,  )>.  4.    Brynzion,  8.    VSTilmingitan,  9. 

Alaryland.  General  Bftptistdiurch,  12.  Hartfiuid  church,  15.  Baltimore* 
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ular Baptists,  'i6.  Persecutions  ot  David  Thi  mas  and  others,  30 — S3.  Ke- 
tockton  iVssi. elation,  34.    io^iah  OKbourne,  the  author  of  David  and  Goliath,  36. 

Separate  BaptistH  begin  in  Virginia^  o7.  Remarkable  things  cf  the  Sandy* 
preek  chuit:h  in  N.  C.  42.  Sandy-creek  AasociatioQ  iurmed,  49.  Divided,  53, 
Samuel  Harris  ordained  an  Apobtle,  55* 

The  c^ucstion,  Is  salvation  by  Christ  mad^  possible  fx  every  individual,  8cc^ 
causes  a  division,  SJ,  '  ..... 

The  General  Committee  formed,  5S. 

Regiilars  and  Separates  imhe,  62. 

A  brief  account  of  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  in  Viitrinia,  64. 
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kers, 78 — 81. 

Struggles  to  overthrow  the  eoclesiaatical  establishment,  begin»  82.  The  bosH 
ness  completed^  85. 
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Richmond  church,  94. 

Mrth' CartMnd  General  Baptists  s^Ue  in  it,  98.  Gano,  Mi]ler,and  Van- 
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General  view  of  the  fiarmaticMi  and  progress  of  tlie  Charleston  Association, 
134'i^l49. 

F 's  back  load,  161. 

General  Baptists.  161. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Lilly,  eiving  an  acoaunt  of  a  great  revival,  165. 

Dr.  Furman'saocoimtol  a  C^amp  Meeting,  167. 
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Leisle,  &c  189—^06. 
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Keniucky,  Account  of  its  settlement,  227.  Elkhom  Association  has  aston- 
bhing  additioiis,  2 10.    Arian  hfi'iiir,  231.    Emancipating  society,  245. 

Some  acGoont  of  the  Great  Revival  in  Kentucky,  Last  Will  andl  estament  of 
the  Springfield  Presbytety,  singularcxerci&es  of  dancing,  jerking,  &c.  251—257. 

OMo,    rirst  church  in  it  formed  at  Columbia,  259.    German  cliurch,  261. 

Baptists  in  the  Territorial  governments,  262—265. 

Biogrnjihkai  Sketches.  John  Asplund,  266.  Isaac  Bachus,  267.  Elijah 
Baker,  274.  Robert  Caiter,  278.  James  ChOcs,  *J79.  Joseph  Cook,  ^80. 
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S41.  James  Manning,  S45w  Richard  Major,  349.  Danid  Marshall.  350. 
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Jeremiah  Walker,  388.  Saunders  Walker,  392.  John  WaUer,  393.  WBliaa 
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§ate,  416.  John  James  executed  in  a  cruel  manner,  417.  Sabbatarians  in 
Lraerica,  418-424. 

RoeL-reiies,  422.  Indian  Chtrrches,  426.  Dr.  FankVm's  Grandfother  a  Bap- 
^,  Kelthians,  4  >8.    Tanker  Baptists,  43a    Mennc^tes,  436w 
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Additional  Remaiics  on  the  character  of  Roger  Williams,  486. 
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ERRATA. 
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Garrard  Co* 
John  Bryant 
Nicholas  S.  Smith 
Achilles  Ballingcr 
Isaac  May  field 
John  B.  Potter 
Elias  Fisher 
Elijah  Williams 
William  Sterne 
John  Denten 
William^  Davis 
Isaac  Marksberry 
John  A.  Lap&ley 
Charles  Bland 
Robert  Robio&on 
John  Arnold 
Robert  Burnsideii 
Michael  Ray 
Spencer  Stone 
Joel  NoU 


Williaffn  Parks 
John  Floyd 

Jefferson  C»- 
Zaccheas  Carpenter 
William  M*Hatton. 

Sh€Oy  C9. 

Lazaraa  Wilcos 

John  Jones 

Elijah  Stoot 

Hinson  Hobbs 

Edward  Tyter 

Edmund  Edwards 

Oswald  Thonaas 

G.  Sharp 

Stephen  £h-ane 

Augustine  Webber 

William  Neill 
fames  Luttrell 
[ohn  Gathrite 
[ohn  Maslerson 

Barren  Qom 
Jacob  Lockb 
Peter  Thelkci 
Peter  Butler 
Lieut.  Wm.D.Hs|rte* 

John  S.  Camp 
Moses  Cox 
John  Conlec 
Col.  Anthony  Butler 

HOBERT    StOCKTOH 

Ralph  Petty 
John  Rounti^e 
William  Rountrec 
Aquila  Green 
B.  D.  Hendrick 
Richard  Gamett,  Esq* 

Daniel  Curd,  "E^^ 
Capt.R.P.Steenburgan 

John  H.  Barker 
William  Logan,  Esq* 
John  O.  Morrison 
William  Depp 
Hardin  Davis,  Esq- 
John  C.  Hall 
Hezekiah  Davidson 
JoHM  MuarHY 
John  Baugh 
John  B.  Lougax 
John  GoodalJ 
Jordan  Glazebrook 
Lewis  L  Dood 
Hon.  Michael  W.Hal* 


Subscribers*  Names* 


William  Warbbr 
Walter  Wakder 
Jane  Dodd 
Capt.  Thomas  W}rn& 
John  Grubbs 
Henry  Holeman 
James  Clayton 
John  Wfaealer 
Pleasant  Emmerson 
Isaac  Renfro 
Capt.  James  Hall 
James  Glass 
William  Meeds 
Levy  Blankenship 
Frederick  Fert 
John  Hervinton 
Williara  Dennis 
John  Yearly 
Joseph  Taylor 
Bus.  £.  Hall 
Clement  Hitch 
John  Warder 
Joseph  Warder,  jr. 
Frederick  Smith 
William  Bowles 
Stephen  Beauchap 

Nelson  Co* 

MOSBS  PlRRSOX 

Abner  King 
Nicholas  Osbora 
Samuel  Simmons 
Abner  Chaffin 
WiUiam  Kendall 
Matthias  Wells 
John  Osbom 
Samuel  Osborn»  jr« 
B.  Fluerman 
Joseph  Pancake 
Tyre  Harris 
James  Bruce 
George  Atbin 
William  Sonds 
David  Duncan 
Henry  Shoptaw 
Joseph  Ross 
William  WeUs 
Daniel  Kennard 
Patrick  M*Gee 
John  Marity 
£lijah  Wiggtnton 
N.  B.  Porter 
James  Dawson 


Elijah  Appgate 
Thomas  Saunders 
William  May 
Joseph  Lewis 
Parmenas  Briscoe 
Edward  Goodwin 
George  Saunders 
Samuel  Anderson 
Joshua  Hobbs 
Micakay  Glasscock 
Rodol|4ms  Bracky 
William  Chenawith 
Elijah  King 
John  Hawkins 
Joseph  Hawkins 
John  C.  Hinton 
Beall  Dorsey 
Enos  Keith 
Thomas  MCarty 
James  Caldwell 
Anthony  Vaman 

Scott^t  County, 

Jambs  Suggbtt 
John  H«  Ficxlen 
Thomas  Hsndbrsoit 
James  Johnson 
M.  Duvall 
Jonathan  J.  Johasoo 
Jonathan  Davis 
A.  Sapp 
T.  Craig 
R.  Johnson 
Levi  Craig 
James  Hammons 
Samuel  Whorton 
David  Can* 
Younger  Pitts 
P.  Peak 
John  King 
T.  Alexander 
R.  Smith 
Jonathan  Rogers 
Joseph  Hokings 
Thomas  Waggoner 
F.  Denny 
Joseph  Vance 
Thomas  Bradley 
Thomas  Cobb 
E.  Sherley 
Joel  Martin 
A.  Mothershead 
Jonathan  W.  Craig 


W.  Thradcald 
E.  Short 
Thomas  Butler 
M.  Boulware 
Isaac  Millsr 
Isaac  Keller 
LWarfieid 
T.  MarshaU 
Jonathan  Swan 
Jonathaa  BartleCt 
Richard  W.  Hersdott 
I.  Gibbs 
W.  Suggett 

Gaiatmt  tmisihtr  CttmiM, 

JoHM  Taylor,  g 
Eleazer  Hedden 
Samuel  Sancleave 
WiUiam  Ford 
Thomas  F,  Rees 
Isaac  Forbis 
John  Cooos 
John  Callaway 
Alan  M'Guire 
Enoch  Hansbrougii 
Thomas  Vandereer 
Henry  Davidge 
WiUiam  Middleton 
Peter  Fore 
William  Neal 
Thomas  Craig 
John  Paul 
Isaac  Vauter 
Jesse  Connell 
David  Owen 
John  Ki^tine 
Abraham  King 
Robert  Tomkins 
William  Webb,  jr. 
John  Ransdell 
John  H.  Morris 
Joel  Jackioa 
Roberu  Sott 
John  Bamer 
Reuben  Craig 
John  Arnold 
Jesse  Bryant 
Silas  M.  Noel     . 
Dudley  Mttchum 
Earnest  F.  Martine 
Chriaopher  Wilson 
Moses  Scott 
Chichester  Matthews 


Cave  Johnson 
Widen  Sleet 
Jameson  Hawkins 
John  Ashbrook 
WiUiam  Whiteaker 
Robert  Garnet 
Samuel  Bryan 
Joseph  M^Kike 
William  May 
William  Shurman 
Joseph  KcUar 
Rowland  Thomas 
James  Hacket  ^ 

Hugh  Steers 
Presley  Peck 
Jeremiah  Griffing 
Moses  ViCKEas 
Daniel  Baldwin 
Robert  GiaiitTT 
William  Brady 
Reoben  Searcey 
John  Terrell 
John  Shaver 
WiUiam  Warrell 
Lewis  Conner 
Abraham  Voughan 
Benjamin  Cave 
John  Watts 
Jambs  Dickin 
Joshua  Leathers 
WiUiam  UnderhiU 
WiUiam  Smiiher 


Buhscribcrs^  Names. 

Wm.  I^ifkpatrick 
Spencer  Records 

Hampton  County* 
John  Ferris 
Caleb  German 
William  ThomeU 
Baracha  Dunn 
David  Aiherton,  Esq* 
Hon.  Oihniel  Looker 
David  Lee 
Thomas  Appleton 
John  Boubam 
WiUiam  Torrance 
James  Dickinson 
Wm.  J.  Carson 
Jarah  Markland 
Enoch  Everingham 
Wm.  T.  CuUum 

Bidler  County* 
Johp  Ewing 
Josephus  Guard 
Cornelius  Hinsey 

Prehle  County, 
WUliam  Milner 

JrfftrtM  County* 
James  Tingley 
Jacob  Martin 
Mordecai  Cole 

CinetnntUu 
Mr.  Brown,  Booksel- 
ler, 20 


OHIO. 
Pkiaway  Plaint. 

J.  W.  LOOFBOROUGH 

Getshom  M.  Petters 

DeffJUld. 
Peter  Jackson,  Esq. 
WiUiam  Baker 
Jacob  Nyce 

Union* 
Nathan  Cory 

Cbillcothe. 
Abraham  Nickens 

Brush  Creek. 
Charles  B.  Smith 
lohn  Rich 


INDIANA  TERRITORY, 

Dearborn  County. 
Ezra  Ferris 
Charles  Brasher 
Thomas  Townsend 
Elijah  Sparks 
Jesse  L.  Holeman 
Daniel  Lynn 
Benjamin  PurseU 
WiUiam  Rcnry 
Faust  Webb 
Hon.  Solo.  Man  waring 
James  Cloud 
Hazel  Koff 

Franklin  County. 
Doct.  John  Braciboum 
John  MiUhoUand 


James  WinchdQ 
Elijah  Eads 
Samuel  Cook 
Abraham  Lee 
John  Morris 
James  Roberts 
Alexander  Ogle 
Daniel  Cunningham 

Knox  Comnfj. 
Jarvis  Haselton 
John  Braselton 
WiUiam  Lathom 
WiUiam  Hargrove* 
John  Lathom 
Coonrod  Lamastist 
Joseph  Whitsides 
Timothy  Mayhall 
EUender  Worrick 
James  Oglesby 
WiUiam  Hankes 
Elias  Roberts 
Thomas  Potter 
John  MUls 
Thomas  Spencer 
WiUiam  Black 
James  Robertsoa 

East  Tennessee* 
Richard  Wood 
Thomas  Hill,  9 
James  Wood 
Josej^  P.  Wood 
WiUiam  Wood 
John  Hatcher 
James  Bishop 
Rebecca  Henderson 
Spencer  Clark,  9 
Tanson  Grishom 
John  Lockfaert 
Duke  Ambro 
Evans  Phelin 
August  Bowers 
Thomas  Welch 


Hawkins  Couutym 
David  Morrison 
WiUiam  Good 

Green  County. 
Giles  Parman 
George  Crosby 
John  Easterly,  Esq* 
Wiliam  Davis 


Subscribers*  Names. 


Philip  D.  Marony 
William  Garrett 
Coleman  Smith,  Esq. 
Joseph  Huelej 
Seymour  Catching 
Peter  Baker 
Philip  Hale,  9 
JLevi  Spencer 
William  Henderson 
John  Tryax 
Isaac  Numan 
William  Dickson 

Jefferson  County* 
Wm.  Homer 
Samuel  Carson 
David  Byler,  Esq. 
Aqulla  Lane,  Esq. 
WiUiam  White 
Richard  White 
Samuel  Riggs 
Caleb  Witt 
John  Coliharp 
Isaac  Bartos 

Cockt  County* 
John  Smith 
Abraham  Fine 
Lidgard  Fine 
Evan  Morgan 
John  NetheitoQ 
Peter  Hough 
F.  Wall 

Alexander  Smith 
Joseph  Hough 
Ezekiel  Campbell 
Peter  Fine 
Charles  T.  Porter,  3 
Abel  GilliUnd,  3 
W,  Gaaite 
Joseph  Irvin 

Carter    County* 
Daniel  Stover 

IVashlngton  County. 
Solomon  Hendrick 

H^est  Tenneuee* 

James  Whitsbtt 
Richard  Drury 
Wra.  Morton 
John  Leakey 
David  Clarke 
Daniel  Elum 


Jeremiah  Ezell 
Cander  M*Fadden 
2  HartwellSeet 
James  Scott 
Benjamin  Gaitibetl 
John  Goorich 
Balaam  Newsom 
Zechariah  Foley 
John  D.  Fly 
C,  Thacher 
Cantrile  Bethel 
John  Wiseman 
Micajah  Hollis 
Nathan  Stancil 
Paton  Smith 
Isaac  Battle 
William  H.  Nance 
Isham  F.  Davis 
Stephen  Boothe 
Barkley  Martia 
John  Boslcy 
John  William 
David  Hunter 
L,  Kean  &Wni.Metcalf 
Swift  MuUin 
Dutton  Sweeten 
John  Davis 
Samuel  Johnson 
Andrew  Woods 
William  Jennings 
H.  &  J.  Holman 
Benjamin  Murrel 
Hugh  Gentry 
Hon.  Robert  C.  Foster 
Joshua  Conger 
Littleburg  Hugher 
James  Hill 
Mattliew  Haley 
James  Bunsoa 
John  Dew 
Peter  Fugua 
Alex.  M*Minnamy 
Thomas  Rhodes 
Theophllus  Bass 
Christopher  Koonce 
William  Dukes 
John  W,  Lumpkin 
Daniel  Small 
Richard  Drake 
Jephthah  Durham 
Thomas  Durham 
William  Smith 


John  Warren 

Thomas  Bucker 

John  T.  Cooksey 

Thomas  Durham,  sea* 

John  Borum 

Booker  Bradford 

Wm.  Larrence 

John  Gill 

Joshua  Lester 

James  Cross 

Benjamin  Belt 

Elijah  Cross 

Peter  Collins 

James  C.  Hodget 

George  Smith 

Jeremiah  Burnt 

Timothy  Sugg 

Edmund  Sugg 

Hurbert  Sugg 

Wm.  Sugg 

Enoch  Arnold 

Thomas  Sugg 

Wm.  Thomas 

Joshua  White 

Joseph  Phillips 

Wm.  Dickinson 
Jacob  White 
Edward  Saunders 
Meshach  Haile 
Andrew  Lucus 
Wm.  Wallace 
Wm.  Gilbert 
Enoch  Cunningh; 
Nathan  Williams 
Shadrach  Casey 
Alfred  Harris 

araes  Reeves 

ames  Waldrip 

oseph  Hill 

ohn  Hunter 
Solomon  Thomas 
Thomas  Starke 

oseph  Hopkins 

esse  Puller 

ohn  Turner 

ohn  Carter 
Valentine  Flowers 
M.  Wole 
Daniel  Reeves 
Richard  Nuckles 
John  N.  )i.ttdL 
D.  Vouglm 


Subscribers*  Nantes* 


Garner  M'Conic^ 
Wm.  Demon 
Thomas  Walker 
Isaac  West 
Michael  Kinard 
James  Merritt 
Joel  Steveos 
John  Blackman 
Lewis  Stevens 
6amael  Shelbume 
Arthur  Fulghum 
Reuben  Dodson 
Henry  Walker 
Robert  P.  Currin 
John  H.  Clemm 
David  Caldwell 
James  Stewart 
Archer  Jordain,  Esq. 
Watson  Gentry 
John  D.  HiU 
isham  Evans 
Stephen  Childress 


Spencer  Baford»  Esq. 
Henry  Petty 
Elisha  Dodson 
Mary  Giddeans 
John  Farrar 
James  Pugh 
John  Williams 
John  Atkinson 
Dann  HiU 
Nathan  Ewing 
Jesse  Evans 

EBBMBZia  RiCB 

Elizabeth  Williams 
Abram  Maury 
John  Kirk 
James  Buford 
Frances  Gholson 
Washin^on  Walker 
Benjamm  Wilks 
Lemuel  Prescott 
David  Rice 
William  Mitchell 


John  Spencer 
Thomas  Mills 
John  Thompson 
John  Richardson 
John  Jones 
Thomas  Parker 
George  Dawson 
John  Record 
Robert  Rice 
David  Dickinson*  £s^. 
Edward  Ragsdale 
Jambs  M*Caleb 

Jos  I  AH  HoaNB,    12 

Josiah  Forty  2 
George  Kinard 
Benjamin  Bugg 
Wm.  C.  Devercop 

Wm.  Snodgrass 

New'Orkamt* 
Saml.  H.  SuckboQse 


The  following  names  were  received  too  late  to  be  inserted  in 

their  proper  places. 

Litchfield  (MdneJ  Monson.  VERMONT, 

Hbnry  Kendall,    4  Samuel  Munger  y 


additional  copies* 


Mendon 


Arad  Hunt,  ad. 


MASSACHUSETTS.     Elbridg^err>Daniel,  G-i^w. 


Harvard* 
Jeremiah  Dyer 

Colras9ie. 
Gbohgb  Withereli«9 


Orafton, 
Joshua  Herrington 


RHODE-ISLAND. 


Lewis  Alltn 
Peter  Briggs 

Marlborough. 
Mansfield  Bruce 


formerly  of  Adams,  5  ^^       PauHucket. 

additional  copies.  Moses  Arnold 

Jonathan  WilsoNi  2 
John  Eudf 


NEW-YORK. 

CUnton^  Oneida  Co. 
Silas  Sikes 


Subscribers  from  a  number  of  places  were  expect ed^  wbicb 
have  not  been  received.  If  they  have  miscarried j  (which  may 
be  ascertained  by  examining  this  list  J  they  shally  by  being  for- 
warded nowy  receive  proper  attention. 
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